
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development | Office of Policy Development and Research
U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development | Office of Policy Development and Research

2017 American Housing Survey
Emergency and Disaster Preparedness

WEst
region

Preparation
Washington

Oregon

Idaho

Montana

Wyoming

Utah
Colorado

New Mexico
Arizona

Nevada

California

How prepared are households
for the next emergency or
natural disaster?

9% of households in states in the
West Region agree that their
neighborhood is at high risk for floods
or other disasters. 

15% of households in 
single-unit and multi-unit 
buildings with 2 to 4 units 
have a generator present

81% of households
have enough non-perishable
food for at least 3 days

62% of households
have at least 3 gallons or 24
bottles of water per person

23% of households
with pets need assistance
evacuating or sheltering
pets

Evacuation

37% of households
with 2 or more persons
have an agreed upon
meeting location

94% of households
have evacuation
vehicles available

80% of households
have evacuation
funds up to $2,000

56% of households
have prepared an
emergency evacuation kit

Shelter 5% of households
are likely to stay in a
public shelter

4% of households are
likely to stay in a travel
trailer or recreational
vehicle

4% of households
are likely to seek other
forms of shelter

63% of households
are likely to stay with
relatives or friends

25% of households
are likely to stay in a
hotel or motel

Finances
10% of households living
in owner-occupied units
have flood insurance

81% of households
have access to vital
financial information


