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2017 American Housing Survey
Commuting Costs and Modes of Transportation 

What’s considered a Rural Area?
Any incorporated place with fewer than 2,500 

inhabitants that is located outside of an urban area.

What’s considered an Urban Area?
Urbanized Areas (UAs) of 50,000 or more people and

Urban Clusters (UCs) of between 2,500 and 50,000 people.
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Commuters
that drive
all the way
to work

Urban:

90%

Rural:

98%

Daily 
cost of
driving 
to work

Urban:
$11
Rural:
$16

Commuters
that walk
all the way
to work

Urban:

4%

Rural:

2%

Commuters
that bicycle
all the way
to work

Urban:

2%

Rural:

1%

Commuters that
travel less than
20 miles round-trip
to and from work

Urban:

46%

Rural:

29%

Commuters
that use
public
transportation

Urban:

12%

Rural:

3%


