
American Housing Survey Codebook 

This codebook contains information for all American Housing Survey (AHS) variables dating back to 1997. 
This web tool offers several features to help users locate information on specific variables and subject 
matter. These features include searching, filtering, and downloading.

The interactive tool allows users to find information quickly by providing users numerous ways to search
and group the data. 

Search For
Search can be used to quickly locate all matching Variable 
names, Topics, Subtopics or Descriptions containing the re-
quested text.  The search is not case sensitive and will also re-
turn partial matches. Only one search term can be entered at 
a time.  Press enter or click apply to execute search.

Filter By 
Filters can be used in combination with the search to narrow 
the results list or on their own.  Results update after making 
selections and clicking the “OK” button and then clicking on the 
"Apply" button.  Records returned are those that match all 
selections made for Survey Year, Topic/Subtopic and Variable 
Name, therefore many combinations of these may not return 
any results. 

Columns can be sorted by clicking the up/down arrows near 
the column name where available.   

Searches can be preformed within the filter selection box as 
well by typing the beginning of the search word into the 
search boxes at the top of the list. 

Multiple selections can be checked when selecting filters. 

Reset 
Reset will clear the search term and all filters, resetting the tool to display all records. 

Downloads 
The AHS Mini Codebook is a quick reference that includes availability, 
topic, and subtopic of variables for the survey year.
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Variable Details 
To quickly see the survey year(s) and question text for a variable
click on the description of the variable in the results table.  The 
information for the selected variable will appear below the 
results table. 

Complete variable details can be seen or printed by clicking the 
link in the Variable column. The variable details include 
universe statements, response codes, imputation strategy, and 
user notes, among other details. 

Downloading and Printing
You can download the results table as a comma-separated values 
(CSV) or Portable Document Format (PDF) file. Use the utility 
buttons on the top right of the page. The Mini Codebook is 
available for the 2015 and later survey years.

For printing or PDF download, the table will first open in a new win-
dow. Depending on your browser and the version of Adobe Reader 
you have installed, you will see controls for printing or saving that 
document.  




