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2010 Census 
Questions on Race 

and Ethnicity 
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2010 Census Response Write-In Area 
for American Indians and Alaska Natives 
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2014 AIAN Focus Group Research 
  Participants did not agree with the use of different terms  

and concepts (e.g., “enrolled,” “affiliated,” “villages,”    “race,” 
“origin,” “tribe,” etc.) 

 Overwhelming sentiment from AIAN focus group participants 
was that they want to be treated equally with other 
race/ethnic groups 

 Felt equal with other race/ethnic groups by not having 
different terminology (e.g., enrolled, affiliated, villages, etc.) 

 Majority of AIAN participants preferred “Print, for example…” 
instruction wording 
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Six detailed 
examples 

AIAN Checkbox 
for major category Three checkboxes for major 

conceptual components of the AIAN 
population’s definition 

Dedicated write-in area 

2015 Cognitive Testing 
for Detailed AIAN Groups 



2015 National Content Testing of 
Detailed AIAN Responses 
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BIG VALLEY BAND OF POMO INDIANS 

BLACKFEET TRIBE, TAINO 

  

METLAKATLA INDIAN COMMUNITY 
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Subsequent 
Screen for 
Detailed AIAN 
Responses 

ZAPOTEC 

CHINIK ESKIMO COMMUNITY 

GRAND TRAVERSE BAND OF OTTAWA  
& CHIPPEWA INDIANS 

Internet Reporting and Data 
for Detailed AIAN Groups 
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Coding American Indian 
and Alaska Native Responses 



Excerpt from 2010 Census Code List 
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Examples of AIAN Responses 
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“CHINIK ESKIMO COMMUNITY” 
• GOLOVIN NATIVE CORPORATION 
• CHINIK ESKIMO 

“GRAND TRAVERSE BAND OF OTTAWA  
& CHIPPEWA INDIANS” 

• SUTTONS BAY CHIPPEWA 
• GTBOCI 
• LEELANAU 
• OTTAWA GRAND TRAVERSE 
• TRAVERSE BAND OTTAWA 
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Exploring Potential 
Tribal Enrollment Question 



Distinction Between Race Question 
and Tribal Enrollment Question(s) 
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Question 
on “Race” 

Question(s) on 
“Tribal Enrollment” 

? 



2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Timeline 

Ongoing Outreach & Dialogue with Stakeholders, Communities, and OMB About Plans, Research, and Results 

NAC 
Review 

Focus 
Groups 

Cognitive 
Interviews 

Field 
Test 

Final 2020 
Census 
Wording Due 
to Congress 

Final 
Processing 
Plans for 
2020 Census 

Conduct 
2020 Census 



 Eleven focus group locations 
 

 
 

Tribal Enrollment Focus Group  
Research Cities 
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Type of Tribe City Date 

State Recognized Richmond, VA 01/19/16 

State Recognized Pembroke, NC 01/21/16 

Federally Recognized Albuquerque, NM 01/26/16 

Federally Recognized Los Angeles, CA 01/28/16 

Non-recognized Sacramento, CA 02/02/16 

Non-recognized Seattle, WA 02/04/16 

Alaska Native Juneau, AK 02/09/16 

Alaska Native Anchorage, AK 02/11/16 

Federally Recognized Billings, MT 02/16/16 

Federally Recognized Minneapolis, MN 02/18/16 

Federally Recognized Oklahoma City, OK 02/23/16 



1. If the Census Bureau collected data on tribal enrollment, 
would your tribe or village use those data? If yes, how? 
 

2. How would you like to report your race on a census form? 
 

3. Please share updates and any other feedback regarding 
your coding and classification preference for the 2020 
Census. 

 

 
 
 

Discussion Questions 
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Thank you! 
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