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Content Updates
Subjects and Questions Planned for the 2020 Census and ACS

Title 13 requires that Census deliver to Congress:
e Subjects proposed for the decennial census program by March 31, 2017
* Questions proposed for the decennial census program by March 31, 2018

The Census Bureau will submit the subjects and questions included on the 2020 Census
and the ACS jointly.

Working with our federal counterparts, we have engaged in a robust process to validate
existing content and determine new content needs.

* 2020 Decision Memo (No. 2016.05) about submission development posted 4/29/16
* Letters to federal agencies requesting updates to uses on 4/29/16
* Incorporating agency updates into draft documentation.

Submissions will be delivered to Congress, and posted on census.gov.
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Content Updates
Recap of 2020 Census Content Research

2015 National Content Test: Primary mid-decade opportunity to test questionnaire
content prior to making decisions about the 2020 content

Within-Household

Race and Ethnicity Relationship
Coverage
e Separate questions vs. e 2010 vs. new e Rules-based vs.
combined question relationship response guestion-based
e Middle Eastern or categories approaches

North African category

e [nstruction wording
and question
terminology

e Web-based
guestionnaire designs
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2015 National Content Test
Preliminary Results on Race and Ethnicity
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2015 National Content Test

* Census Day of September 1, 2015

* Used large, nationally representative sample of 1.2 million addresses, including
Puerto Rico

e Evaluate and compare different census content

e Refine estimates of national self-response and Internet response rates and
continue testing different contact strategies for optimizing self-response

* Content reinterview with subsample of 2015 National Content Test respondents,
to measure accuracy

* Overall response rate was 51.9 percent
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2015 National Content Test
Goals for Race and Ethnicity Research

Key Dimensions to Explore

e Separate questions vs. combined question
 “Middle Eastern or North African” (MENA) category

* Instruction wording and terminology
 Web-based designs to improve question understanding and optimize reporting of
detailed racial and ethnic groups
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2015 National Content Test
Question Format

Separate

= NOTE: Please answer BOTH Question 8 about Hispanic

ethnicity and Question 9 about race. For this census, Hispanic
ethnicities are not races.

8. Is Person 1 Hispanic, Latino, or

Spanish?
Mark all boxes that apply AND print ethnicities in the spaces below.
Nate, you may raport mare than one group.

No, not Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish

Yes, Mexican, Mexican Am., Chicano

Yes, Puerto Rican

Yes, Cuban

Yes, another Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish ethnicity — Print, for
3 inican, Colombian,

What is Person 1's race?
Mark all boxes that apply AND print ethnicities in the spaces below.
Note, you may report more than one group.

O

als

[

White — Print, for example, German, Irish, English, ltalian, Polish,
French, etc. 7

Black or African Am. — me for example, African Amenican,
Jamaican, Haitian, Ni . Ethiopian, Somali, etc.

American Indian or Alaska Native — Print, for example, Navajo
Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Mayan, Aztec, Native Village of Barow
Inupiat Traditonal Govemment, Nome Eskimo Community, stc. ¥

Chinese | Native Hawaiian
Filipino | Samoan

Asian Indian || 1 Chamomo

Other Asian — L1 Other Pacific Islander —
Print, for exampie, Print, for example,
Pakistani, Cambodian, Tongan, Fian,
Hmong, etc. Marshailese, etc.

Middle Eastem or North African — Print, for exampie, Lebanese,
Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian, efc. 7
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Combined w/ Write-Ins

8. What is Person 1's race or origin?
Mark allboxes that apply AND print origins in the spaces below.
Naote, you may report mare than ane group.

"] White - Print, for example, German, krish, Engilish, Ralian, Polish,
French, etc.

| Black or African Am. — Print, breumﬂa AIrmnAmerl:an.
Jamaican, Haiian, Nigenian, Ethiopian, Somali, etc.

Asian - Print, for example, Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian,
Vietnamese, Kanme efc. ;

American Indian or Alaska Native — Print, for e xample, Navajo
ﬂbm Blackieet Tribe, Maym Azeqfhwewlagaolsaﬂw
Inupiat T me Eskimo Cc efc. g

kranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian, efc.

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander — Print, for example,
Natve Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian,
Marshallese, etc.

‘Some other race or origin - Print race or origin. i

Middle Eastemn or North African — Print, for example, Lebanese,

Economics and Statistics Administration
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Combined w/ Checkboxes

8. Which categories describe Person 12
Mark allboxes that apply AND print details in the spaces balow.
Nate, you may report more than ane group.

WHITE - Provide details below.
[1 Geman [T irish ] English
L1 htafian O O

HISPANIC, LATINO, OR SPANISH - Provide details below.
[ Mexican 7 Puerto

orMexican ' Rican L1 cuban
L1 Salvadoran Il Dominican L1 Colombian

Print, for exampie, Guatemalan, Spaniard, Ecuadorian, etc.

BLACK OR AFRICAN AM. - Provide details below.

1 it [ ot L1 (15
L1 Nigerian | Ethiopian L Somali

Print, for example, Ghanaian, South African, Barbadian, etc.

[1 Vienamese [ Korean ||
Print, for exampie, Pakistani, Cambodian, Hmong, etc.

AMERICAN INDIAN OR ALASKA NATIVE - Provide details below.

1 American 7 Alaska —7 Central or South
- Inchan ! Natwve L1 American Indian

Print, for exampie, Navajo Nation, Blackfest Tribe, Mayan, Aztec,
Natve Village of Barrow Inupiat, Nome E skimo Community, efc. 7

MIDDLE EASTERN OR NORTH AFRICAN - Provide details beiow.
[ Lebaness | Iranian [T Egyptian

[1 syrian [l Moroccan [T Algerian

Print, for exampie, Israefi, kagi, Tunisian, etc.

| NATIVE HAWAIIAN OR OTHER PACIFIC ISLANDER - Provide
details below.

[ Native T Il
—  Hawaiian [ =z =
Tongan Ll Fijian - Marshallsse

Print, for exampie, Palauan, Tahisan, Chuukese, etc. 7

SOEOTIEHR‘CE.EIHNIC!TY OR ORIGIN - Print below. ;
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2015 National Content Test

Web-Based Designs

Separate Question for Hispanic Origin

AN OFFICIAL WEEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

United States®

Census 2015 National Content Test

Instructions
Is NAME of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish onigin?
Sekzct one or more boxes AND enter crigins

(Help)

[C] No, not of Hispanic_ Lafino, or Spanish origin
[ Yes, Medican. Mexican Am.. Chicano

O ves, Puerto Rican

[ Yee, Cuban

[ Yes, another Hispanic, Latiro, or Spanish origin

Ertes, for example, Salvadoran, Dominican, Colombian, Guatemalan, Spaniard, Ecuvadorian. et

[ Previous | [ Mext |

OMB No.. 08070955  Approval Expires: E302018

Acteesibifty

Save and Log Out
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Separate Question for Race

AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

United States™

2015 National Content Test

— )| € 43

Instructons

What is NAME's race? (Help)

Sslact one o mara boxas AND sater crigine

[ white
Entar, for exampie, German, Fisn. ':n;'»G'!,HE“EJ'A Ledanese, E;Y:-l‘él" e

[ Blzck or African Am.
Enter, for exampie, Afican Amesican, Jamacan Haiban, Nsgenan Ethiopian, Somal, etc.

O Amesican indian or Alaska Native
Enter aame of enrolled cr principal tribe(s), for example, Navajo Nation, Blackfest Trbe, Nayar, Aztec, Native Village of Bamrow Inudist Tradional
Govemmert. Nome Eskimo Community, st

L Chinese

[ Filipino

L] Asian Indian
O Victnamese
[ Korean

O Japanese
[] Other Asian

Entar, for example, Pakistani, Cambodian, Hmong, ete.

[ Native Hawsiisn

[ samoan

[ Chamormro

L] Other Pacific Islancer

Enter.for exampie, Tongan Fijisn. Marsaallese. 2t

] Some cther race or orign

Entar =0 or onigin

Accessbilty Privacy Securty
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2015 National Content Test
Web-Based Designs

Combined Question for Race and Ethnicity with Write-in Areas

AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Instructions Save and Log Out

What is NAME's race or origin? (Help) AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOWERNMENT

Select af boxes that apply.

Note, you may report more than one group United States” 5
O Census 2015 National Content Test

For example, German, lrish, English, italian, Polish, French, ste
[ Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin Instructions. Save and Loa Out

For example, Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Salvadoran

AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Next, we will collect detailed information for each race or origin selected.

e ” Umted
ou i it Census 2015 National Content Test

[ Black or African Am.
For example, African Amenican, Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somali

[ Asian White

For example. Chinese. Fifiping, Asian Indian, Vistnamese, Korean, Japanese, ¢ Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish Surees
[J American lindian or Alaska Native EYack ox Ntcart At

MR i te iaiive Villoge: Asian I Instructions Save and Log Out

For example, Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe. Mayan, Aztec, Native Village of B e A e
[ Middie Eastem or North African Middie Eastern or North African You said that NAME is:

For example, Lebanese, Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Meroccan, Algerian, etc. Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander White

Some other race or origin Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish
Black or African Am.

[ Native Hawaitan or Other Pacific Islander
For example, Native Hawaian, Samoan, Chamorre, Tongan, Fijan, Marshalles What are NAME's White origins? — Enter, for example, German, Irish, English, taliz Asian
group. (Help) American Indian or Alaska Native

[] Some other race or origin > )
Middle Eastern or North African
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

]
Some other race or origin
OMS No.- D507-0985  Approval Expires:
What are NAME's Asian origins? — Enter, for example, Chinese, Filipino, Asizn Indian, Vietnamese, Korean, Japan
more than one group. (Help)

etc. Note, you may report

GETT

OMB No.- 05070985  Approval Explres: 018

Actescbilly  Privacy  Securtty

OMB No.: 0607-0985  Approval Expires:
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2015 National Content Test
Web-Based Designs

Combined Question for Race and Ethnicity with Detailed Checkboxes and Write-in Areas

AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

CUmted States™

ensus 2015
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Which categories describe NAME? (Help)

Select all boxes that apply.

Note, you may repart more than one group

[ white

For example, German, Insh, English, ltalian, Polish, French, etc.

[ Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish

For example, Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Salvadors|

[ Black or Afiican Am. You sgid that NAME is:
For example, African American, Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Etniopian, Soms White y .
Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish United States® ¢
Dlsen o Black r African Am. Census 2015 National Content Test
For example, Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietnamese, Korzan, Japanase, Asian
T i ? American Indian or Alaska Native
e Middle Eastem or North African Instructions Save and Log Out

For example, Navajo Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Mayan, Aztec. Natve Valage of

[ Middle Eastern or North African Some other race, ethnicity, or origin You said that NAME is:
For example, Lebanese, Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian, etc White
. 2 3 What are NAME's specific Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish categories? — Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish
[ Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander batow, Note. you may report more than one group. (Help) Biacp: o'f African Am. i
For example, Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian, Marshalle %
[ Some off thnicity igi e o Medean, anenkan AAmencaSlaq n Indian or Alaska Native
ome other race, ethnicity, or origin ]
s 0 Puetto Rican Middle Eastern or North African
01 Guban Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
[J salvadoran Some other race, ethnicity, or origin
(OMB No.: 0607-0985  Approval Expires: [ Dominican
] Colombian What are NAME's specific Black or African Am. categories? — Select 3l boxes that apply andior enter categories in the space below. Nots,

cUnited States™
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National Content Test

Instructions Save and Log Out

AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

2015

CUnited States”

Bureau

Instructions

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

Enter, for example, Guatemalan, Spaniard, Ecuadorian, etc

National Content Test

Save and Loa Out

AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

you may report more than one group. (Help)

[ African American

[0 Jamaican
= e

[ Nigerian

o
[ Somsli

U.5. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
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Enter, for example, Ghanaian, South African, Barbadian, etc

Previous

0607-0985

OMB No. Approval Expires: 6/30:2018 Acoessiblity  Privacy
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2015 National Content Test
Middle Eastern and North African Category

e Bureau
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8. Which categories describe Person 1?
Mark allboxes that apply AND print details in the spaces below.
Note, you may report maore than one group.

[ White — Print, for exampie, German, kish, English, Italian, Polish,

Ffendret:;

|| Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish — Print, for exampie, Mexican or
Mexican Amenican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Salvadoran, Dominican,

Colombian, eic. 7

|| Biack or African Am. - Print, for example, African American,

Jamaican, Haitian, Nrgenan Ethiopian, Somali, efc.

|1 Asian - Print, for exampie, Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian,

VietrwrmeKoreaanaansseem,

|| American Indian or Alaska Native Frint, for exampis, Navajo

Nafion, Blackfeet Tnbe, Mayan. Aztec, Ahhvs VnhgeolBarmw
inupiat Tradifonal Go nt, Nome E: G , etc. z

| Middle Eastern or North African — Print, for example, Lebanese,

Iranian, Egypsan, Syrian, Moroccan, Algenian, etc.

| Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander — Print, for exampie,

Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian,
Marshaliese, etc. 7

I"] Some other race, sthnlcty orongn Pmtdefads,

40
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2015 National Content Test
Instructions and Terminology

Instruction Wording:
. Mark [X] one or more boxes.
e  Mark all boxes that apply...
Note, you may report more than one group.

Alternatives for Terminology:
« “Race,” “Ethnicity,” “Origin”

What is Person 1’s race or origin?
What is Person 1’s race or ethnicity?

 No terms — “categories”

Which categories describe Person 1?

LS. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration
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2015 National Content Test
Sample Design

 Middle Eastern and North African tract has at least (>) 10 percent of the population
who identified as Middle Eastern and North African

 American Indian or Alaska Native (AIAN) 2 10 percent

* Asian / Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander (NHPI) 2 15 percent
e Black or African American 2 25 percent

* Hispanic or Latino 2 45 percent

e All Other
= U5, Depart tof C
cUmtEd States E:onomiE: ;nn-:.lmsrtlatit:tics?ﬁ.rgnTiﬁirsifatinn CensUS
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2015 National Content Test
Map of Race and Ethnicity Strata

Appendix E. Census Tract-Level Allocation of 2015 NCT Sample for Six Race/Ethnic Group Strata

T
ITT.

1]

“os.!

)

v > Six Race/Ethnic Group Strata

0 Middle Eastern or North African
I American Indian or Alaska Native

Asian and
/= Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander

Al Ngiiag B Biack or African American
I Hispanic Or Latino
All Other Groups

o 100 Miles . -
. . .'
0 100 Miles. Source: 0 B0 Miles i
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2015 National Content Test
Map of Los Angeles Metro Area Strata

2015 National Content Test
Six Race/Ethnicity Group Strata

- Middle Eastern or North African

American Indian or Alaska
- Native

Asian and Native Hawaiian or
Other Pacific Islander

- Hispanic or Latino

Black or African American

D All Other Groups

e, -
LS. Department of Commerce

Economics and Statistics Administration cel"ls
U.5. CENSUS BUREAL 44
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2015 National Content Test
Reinterview

* About one-in-eight respondents from the initial survey were selected to
participate in the reinterview by phone

e Assessed the relative accuracy of the different question designs
* Probed more extensively into the racial/ethnic background of respondents

)

* Ascertained respondents’ “true” racial/ethnic identity for comparison to their

initial responses

] o -
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2015 National Content Test
Analysis Methodology

* Responses with no ID were excluded since such respondents all received the same
content

*  Weights

* Adjusted for non-equal sampling probabilities and nonresponse based on the
sampling strata

* Replicate weights were created and used for variance estimation
* Editing and coding of the race/ethnicity responses

* Analysis of reinterview responses based on people who were able to be matched
between reinterview roster and self-response roster

i United States-
United States™ U.5. Department of Commerce C
Economics and Statistics Administration ensus
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2015 National Content Test
Coding and Editing Hispanic Responses

Separate
Hispanic
Origin
Question

=+ NOTE: Please answer BOTH Guestion 8 about Hispanic
origin and Gueastion 9 about race. For this census, Hispanic
origine are not races.

B. Is Person 1 of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?

Mark [¥] one or more boxes AND print onigins.

Mo, nat of Hispanic, Latno, or Spanish orgin
¥ies, Mexican, Maxican Am., Chicano

¥ee, Puera Rican

Thus, “Hispanic” responses in the census race
question are coded as “Some Other Race,” =
rather than classifying them within a
\particular “race” group (e.g., Asian; Black). —

/ Current OMB standards advise \m
that “race” and “ethnicity”
are two distinct concepts;
therefore, Hispanics may be of any race.

—
8. What is Person 1's race or origin?
Mark [X] one or more boxas AND print origins.
‘White — Print for example, German, iish, English, Kalian,
Lebanese, Egyptian, sic. 7
Hii , Latino, or S th origin — Print, for exampie, ComblnEd
F.bmanorﬂ.iaacmnﬂmarm Puerto Rican, Cuban, Saivadoran,
Dominican, Colombian, etc.
g Race and
Hispanic
Black or African Am. - Print, for example, African Amenican,
Jamaican, Haifian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somafi, sz, 7 Orlgln
— Question
Asian - Print, for exampis, Chinese, Fmpmo Agian Indian,

Americal

Some other

\isinamesze, Kol
{ Current OMB standards also advise that\

when using a Combined Question format,
both “race” (including multiple responses)
and “ethnicity” may be collected
through the combined question,
but the selection of only one category
(either race or ethnicity)
in the combined format is acceptable. /

T TECE T DT

Govermment, Nome EsKIMo Community, i,
Separate — *
Ra Ce Chinesa WVietnamese HMatiwa Hewallan
. Flllping Karean Samoan
Question e B S
Pri for sxampls, TRt for gy
g
g b, T,
Some odher race — Pint r2ce or oAgin. 4
\
United States™ U.5. Department of Commerce
c n Economics and Statistics Administration
€NSUS | 75 e
o Bureau Census.gov
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Previous Research Findings
2010 AQE — Race Reporting among Hispanics in the 2010 Census

Separate

Hispanic __
Origin

Question

Separate

Race
Question

origine are not races.

Yes, Mexican, Maxican Am., Chicano
Yes, Puerto Rican
Yes, Cuban

=+ NOTE: Please answer BOTH Question 8 about Hi
origin and Question 9 abouwut rece. For this census, Hispanic

—| 8. Is Person 1 of Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin?
Mark [®] one or more boxes AND print onigins.

Mo, nat of Hispanic, Latin, or Spanish origin

Sparian, Ecuadorian, eit. &

__——| 9. What is Person 1's race?

Lebanese, EQyRER, ol

Chinesa Vigtnamesa
Flliping Korean
Aglan Indan Japenesa
Othear Asian —

Print, for ax. 1
Papisiant Canpodian.
Hmong, 8ic.

\/Sunamrlam—lﬂmrmce or ongin. -

cUnited States™

ensus

e Bureau

MEXICAN

|

¥es, enoiher Hispanic, Lating, or Spanish ongin — PRt for
Sa v . Dk L=

, GualamaiEn,

Mark [¥] one or more boxes AND print onigins.
/ White — Frint, for exampie, Gamman, ifsh, Engikh, Kaign,

Elack or African Am. — Prirt, for exampie, African American,
Jamaican Haman Mgedsen Enigpien, Somal, ofc. o

Amarican Indlen or Alaska Mafve — Prit name of enmiied or
princips! iribe(s), for exampie, Navaio Mation, Blacieet TrHbe,
Mayan, Aztec, Netive Wilage of Bamow inupia Tracditona
Sovermmant, Nome Eskimo E:m:.mm.l'ly. = = o

Malbwa Hawallan
Samaan
Chamarma

‘Otiner Padilc |slander —
Eampie,

Print, for

Tongan, Fian,
Marshaiese, &e.

(" . . . )
Vast majority of Hispanics
answer the separate question
L on “Hispanic origin”... )
4 )
...but most Hispanics struggle to answer the
X separate question on “race” )
r : ; . )
Many Hispanics skip the separate
guestion on race altogether
(13 percent of Hispanics in 2010 Census)
Or repeat what they reported
for the Hispanic origin question
(30 percent of Hispanics in 2010 Census)

U.5. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
LL5. CENSLIS BUREAL

Census.gov

.

(e.g., White; Black; etc.),

(" Some Hispanics also report another category

but it often does not accurately reflect how
they self-identify (2010 AQE)

48
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Previous Research Findings

2010 AQE — Race Reporting among Hispanics in the 2010 Census

Hispanics are able to more easily answer
the combined question on race/ethnicity

Vast majority
self-identify as Hispanic (only)

4 )

Combined questions more accurately
reflects self-identity for Hispanics
who also report another category

\ (e.g., White; Black; etc.) y

U.5. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration

cUnited States™
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8. What is Person 1's race or origin?
Mark [X] one or mora boxes AND print origins.

‘White — Prin for example, German, inizh, English, Kalian,
Lebanese, Egyptian, sic. 7

\/I-inpum: Latino, or Spanish origin — Print, for sxampie,
Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Aican, Cuban, Sahvadoran,

Dominican, Colombian, efc.

DOMINICAN

‘/Blu{:ltnr African Am. — Print, for exampls, African American,

Jamaican, Haiian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somafi, eic. 7
DOMINICAN

Asian - Frint, for exampie, Chingse, Filiping, Asian Indian,
Visinamese, Korean, Japanese, efc. 7

American Indian or Alaska Mative — Print name of enrofled or
principal ibe(s), for exampie, Mavajo Nation, Blackiest Tnibe,
Mayan, Axtec, Native Village of Barow hupiat Tradisonal
Govemment, Nome Eskime Community, 8. 7

Mative Hawailan or Other Pacific lslander - Print, for exampis,
Natve Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamorro, Tongan, Fjian,
Marshaflese, sic. @

Some other race or ofigin - Frint race or onigin. 7

Combined

Race and

___ Hispanic
Origin

Question

49
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2015 National Content Test
Preliminary Results by Question Format

Separate Questions

VS.

Combined Question with Write-In Response Areas
VS.

Combined Question with Detailed Checkboxes

United States™

Census

e Bureau

U.5. Department of Commerce Cl.hmadstates
Economics and Statistics Administration ensus
LL5. CENSLIS BUREAL

Census.gov




2015 National Content Test
Race/Ethnicity Distributions by Question Format

(Percent Alone or in Combination)
90

White lower in combined \

80
guestion formats J

70

60

50

40

Percent of People

SOR lower in combined
question formats

30

—

20

10

White Hispanic Black Asian AIAN MENA NHPI Missing
W Separate Questions B Combined Question with Write-In Response Areas = Combined Question with Detailed Checkboxes

Source: 2015 NCT, Internet responses

United States™ U5, Department of Commerce c :
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2015 National Content Test
Percent Distribution of Hispanic Responses and Non-Hispanic
Responses by Question

W Separate Questions B Combined Question with Write-In Response Areas = Combined Question with Detailed Checkboxes
80
20 ( Other categories have similar levels of reporting
regardless of question format,
60 consistent with 2010 AQE findings )

" Combined question\
approaches
more easily
allow Hispanics
to report their

\_ Hispanicidentity /
20

o~

vl
o
I

Percent of People
5

w
o
I

--—- B =

Hispanic  Hispanic + Hispanic + White Black Asian AIAN MENA NHPI SOR Multiple
Alone SOR alone Other Maj alone alone alone alone alone alone alone Responses
Group(
\ Y ) Invalid Missing
Hispanic Not Hispanic
Source: 2015 NCT, Internet responses

United States™ U.5. Department of Commerce c
c n Economics and Statistics Administration ensus
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2015 National Content Test

Percent Distribution of Race for Hispanic Respondents by
Question Format

90 ([ Most Hispanics reported
only a Hispanic response in
80 . .
. . the Combined Questions
5 70
2
§ 60
£ [ SOR alone and Two or More ] ™
50 . . .
§ | are higher in Separate Questions | \
2
=
£ . (" Nodifferences ) \
e for Hispanics
g 20 I who identify as
a
10 | Black Y.
0 — T T \
White alone | Black alone / Asian alone AIAN alone  MENA alone  NHPI alon SOR alone  Two or More Invalid No Other
Major
Categories
Reported
W Separate Questions B Combined Question with Write-In Response Areas = Combined Question with Detailed Checkboxe

Source: 2015 NCT, Internet responses

cUnited States™

ensus

e Bureau

LS. Department of Commerce c '
Economics and Statistics Administration ensus
L5, CENSUS BUREAL 53

census.gov



2015 National Content Test
Percent of Iltem Nonresponse by Question Format

W Internet No Response M Internet Invalid Response

M Paper No Response B Paper Invalid Response

9 S

8 N \
Paper questions yielded higher

7 1 | honresponse for the separate questions T

Percent of Person Records

N B

Hispanic Origin Question Race Question
(

—

Soft edits on the Internet instrument I

helped reduced nonresponse

Both Questions
)

/

Separate Questions

Source: 2015 NCT, Internet and paper responses
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2015 National Content Test
Detailed Reporting for Major Race/Ethnicity by Question Format

(Percent Alone or in Combination)

100

90

80 -
N~ B B B -
Nl B B B B
N H e i B

» Detailed reporting was the same or higher across all major categories
| for the Combined Question with Detailed Checkboxes format

Percent of People in Group

N . .
20 - . .
N . .
O .
White Hispanic Black Asian AIAN MENA NHPI SOR
M Separate Questions B Combined Question with Write-In Response Areas = Combined Question with Detailed Checkboxes

Source: 2015 NCT, Internet responses
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2015 National Content Test
Detailed Reporting for Major Race/Ethnicity by Question Format

(Percent Alone or in Combination)

100

90 -

80 -

70 ~

60 -

IR
AN

50 -

Differences in consistency
40 4 for Hispanics
between separate and

30 1\ combined with checkboxes

Percent of Reinterview Respondents in Group

20 -

N .
0
White Hispanic Black Asian AIAN MENA NHPI SOR
M Separate Questions B Combined Question with Write-In Response Areas M Combined Question with Detailed Checkboxes
Source: 2015 NCT
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2015 National Content Test
Question Format: Summary of Preliminary Findings

The combined question format appears to elicit higher quality data on race and
ethnicity; this is in keeping with the results of the 2010 AQE

* No changes to distribution for major groups
 Decreased Some Other Race reporting

* Lower item nonresponse for the combined race/ethnicity question than for the
separate race question

e Same or higher level of detailed reporting
* Higher overall consistency for Hispanics

] o -
United States™ U5, Department of Commerce CLTmbedEtaj:es
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Preliminary Recommendation for Census Bureau Director

Use the Combined Question with Detailed Checkboxes Design for the 2018
End-to-End Census Test

AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

cUmted States

ensus 2015 National Content Test

emmmm—emmmemn

AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Which categories describe NAME? (Help)
Select all boxes that apply.

C United States”

ensus 2015

Note, you may report more than one group.

[ White
For example, German, Insh, English, ltalian, Polish

National Content Test

[ Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish

Fors 2 Resica =5 AN OFFICIAL WEBSITE OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
For example, Mexican or Mexican American, Puerta

You said that NAME is:
[ Biack or African Am. White United States"
For example. Affcan American. lamaican, Hattian.| Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish C 2
% e e s . ensus 2015 National Content Test
[ Asian Asian
For example, Chinese. Filipino, Asian Indian, Vietna eiemT Hkan ac Alnaies Natiae : - = et
[ American Indian or Alaska Native Mo/ Eas i O Nt Sdtican mHmcons veandtog
For example, Navajo Nation, Blsckfest Tribe, Mayar Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander You said that NAME is:
Some other race, ethnicity, or origin White
[ Middle Eastern or North African Hispanic; Latino, or Spanish
For example, Labanese, Iranian, Egyptian, Syrian, A What are NAME's specific Hispanic, Lafino, or Spanish Bk or Afviian Am
[ Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander betow. Note, you may report more than one group. (Help) Ao
For example, Native Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamorro, ] Mexican or Mexican American American Indian or Alaska Native
e 4 [] Puerto Rican Middle Eastern or North African
L1 Some other race, ethwicty, or origin O Guban Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander
= Some other race, ethnicity, or origin
[ Previous | [ Next | O salvadoran
S o A o Boeoinic ) What are NAME's specific Black or African Am. categories? — Seiect all boxes that apply andlor enter categories in the space below. Note,
[ Colombian ¥ou may report more than one group. (Help)
Enter. for exampie, Guatemalan, Spaniard, Ecuadorian, etc [ African American

cUnited States™

ensus

o Bureau Census.gov

[ Previous I [ Next ]

OMB No.: 06070985  Approval Expires: 6/30/2018

U.5. Department of Commerce
Economics and Statistics Administration
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[ Jamaican
[ Haitian
[ Nigerian
[J Ethiopian
1 Somsli

Enter. for example, Ghanaian, South African, Barbadian, etc

[ Previous J [ Next ]
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2015 National Content Test

Preliminary Results by Inclusion of the Middle Eastern and
North African (MENA) Category

No Distinct MENA Category
VS.

Including a Distinct MENA Category

United States™

Census

e Bureau
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Middle Eastern and North African
Classification

* Researched MENA classifications from 15 government, academic, and non-
governmental organizations

* Nationalities in more than half of classifications researched are included in the
Census Working Classification

e Census Working Classification of MENA includes:
* 19 nationalities (e.g., Egyptian, Lebanese, Israeli, etc.)

* 11 ethnicities and pan-ethnic terms (e.g., Kurdish, Arab, “Middle Eastern,’

)

etc.)
= U.5. Department of Commerce
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2015 National Content Test
Coding of MENA Responses

8. What iz Person 1's race or origin?
Mark [X] one or more boxas AND print ongins.

White — Print, for example, Gemman, kish, English, Ralian,
Lebanese, Egyptian, sic. &

IRAQI

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin — Prnt, for esampis,
Mexican or Mexican Amenican, Puerto Rican,
Do minican, Colombian, sic. 7

/ Black or African Am. — Frint, for exampis, Affican Amsnican,
Jamaican, Haifian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somali, eic. &

EGYPTIAN

Asian — Print, for example, Chinese, Filjping, Asan Indian,
Vistnamese, Korean, Japansss, sic.

American Indian or Alaska Mative — Print name of enrolled or
prncipal inibefz), for emampie, Mavajo Nation, Blaciest Tribe,
Mayan, A=xec, Native Village of Bamow lnupiai Trad ifonal
Govemment, Nome Estime Community, sic.

Matiwe Hawaiian or Other Pacific lslander — Frint, for esampis,
Na twe Hawaiian, Samoan, Chamomro, Tongan, Fjian,
Marshallese, sic.

Some other race or origin — Print race or ongin. &

Cuban, Saladoran,

8. What is Person 1's race or origin?
Mark all boxes that apply AND print origins in the spaces below.
Note, you may report more than one group.

White — Print, for example, German, Irish, English, Halian, Polish,
French, eic. s

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin — Print, for example,
Mexican or Mexican American, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Salvadoran,
Dominican, Colombian, efc. z

Black or African Am. — Print, for example, African American,
Jamaican, Haitian, Nigerian, Ethiopian, Somali, efc. 4

Asian — Print, for example, Chinese, Filipino, Asian Indian,
VWietnamese, Korean, Japanese, etc.

American Indian or Alaska Native — Frint. for example, Navajo
Nation, Blackfeet Tribe, Mayan, Aztec, Native Village of Barrow
Inupiat Traditional Government, Nome Eskimo Community, efc.

/Mlddle Eastern or North African — Print, for example, Lebanese,
lranian, Egyptian, Syrian, Moroccan, Algerian, etc.

IRAQI, EGYPTIAN

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander — Print, for example,
Native Hawaifan, Samoan, Chamorro, Tongan, Fijian,
Marshallese, efc.

Some other race or origin — Print race or origin.

i - U.5. Department of Commerce
cgﬁdssﬁtg EC:I:I:OE:‘I;:: :LuanEfJatistics Administration o CensUS
o Bureai c-ﬂrnsu.s.gav 2020



2015 National Content Test
Where MENA Responses are Reported by Presence of
MENA Category

100 \ (‘\
80 T
s \ MENA respondents 1
w
2 70 use MENA category
© oy e .
Z when it is available J
£ 60
= 4 A
2 MENA respondents
; use White category
Q
$ 40 when no MENA
s category is available
£ 30 \ J
[+)]
[
g
20
10
*
0 - = T
White Black MENA SOR Another category
7 Question with NO MENA Category B Question with Distinct MENA Category * |ndicates that a dedicated MENA checkbox was not available
Source: 2015 NCT
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ENSUS | cosis ivren 2
o Bureau Census.gov




2015 National Content Test

Self-Response Reporting Patterns of MENA Reinterview
Population by Presence of MENA Category

80 ‘ Many people have difficulty identifying h
as only MENA when there is no MENA
category

~
o

(o2}
o

‘ Some MENA respondents
did not identify as MENA in
the self-response

vl
o

w
o
I

"
'

N
o
I

Number of People who are MENA in the Reinterview
o
o

[any
o
I

Identified as MENA ONLY Identified as MENA AND Identified as MENA AND

White another group(s)

Did NOT identify as MENA Missing/Invalid

7 Question with NO MENA Category B Question with Distinct MENA Category
Source: 2015 NCT
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2015 National Content Test
Inclusion of the MENA Category: Summary of Preliminary
Findings

The use of a distinct Middle Eastern or North African category appears to elicit higher
quality data for people who would identify with MENA

* People who identify as MENA use the MENA category when it is available
e People who are MENA have trouble identifying as only MENA when no category is

available
= U.5. Department of Commerce
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Preliminary Recommendation for Census Bureau Director

Include a dedicated response category “Middle Eastern or North African” (MENA) for
the 2018 End-to-End Census Test

MIDDLE EASTERN OR NORTH AFRICAN — Provide details below.

Lebanese Iranian Egyptian
Syrian Moroccan Algerian

Print, for example, Israel, Iraqi, Tunisian, etc.

* Note: This is one of the designs tested in the 2015 NCT. Future qualitative explorations and research
with the 2017 Census Test will examine alternative options for MENA checkboxes and examples,
including the use of an “Israeli” checkbox to emphasize the diversity of the Middle Eastern and North

African population.

United States™ U.5. Department of Commerce C
Economics and Statistics Administration ensus
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Explore MENA Designs in 2017 Census Test and
Qualitative Research

Test alternative examples and detailed checkboxes to represent the broad diversity
of the Middle Eastern and North African population

MIDDLE EASTERN OR NORTH AFRICAN - Provide details below.

Lebanese Iranian Egyptian

Syrian Moroccan Israeli

Print, for example, Algerian, Iraqi, Kurdish, efc.

* Note: This design is proposed for testing in future qualitative explorations and the 2017 Census Test,
to emphasize the diversity of the Middle Eastern and North African population.
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Instructions and Terminology

e Continue evaluating results regarding instructions
“Mark [X] one or more boxes”
VS.
“Mark all boxes that apply”

e Continue evaluating results regarding terminology
“race/origin” vs. “race/ethnicity”
vs. no terms — “categories”

United States™ U.5. Department of Commerce
c Economics and Statistics Administration
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Summary of Preliminary Recommendations for the
2018 End-to-End Census Test

* Use combined question with detailed checkboxes design
* Include dedicated MENA response category
* Instructions and Terminology — analyzing further

] o -
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