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• April 1, 2017 Census Day 
• A nation-wide self-response test of 80,000 housing units 
 

Purpose 

• Test the integration of operations and systems for Self-Response 

• Test the feasibility of collecting tribal enrollment information 

 

Key Activities 

2017 Census Test 
Overview 

Activity Date 

Begin Census Questionnaire Assistance (CQA) March 20, 2017  

Begin Self-Response, Including Non-ID Processing March 20, 2017 

Census Day April 1, 2017 
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2017 Census Test 
Sample Design 

• National sample: 80,000 housing units 
• Housing units in mailable areas 
• Remove housing units from recent decennial tests and ACS 
• Stratified to oversample housing units in: 

• Alaska 
• Areas with relatively higher populations of AIAN 
• Areas with lower propensity to respond online 

 
• Tribal Enrollment reinterview: 15,000 housing units 

• Conducted by phone 
• Heavy oversample of housing units: 

• Alaska 
• People who identify as AIAN 
• People who indicate they are enrolled 
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*Mailed only to nonrespondents 

2017 Census Test 
Contact Strategy: National Sample 

About 87 – 90 percent of addresses will receive English-only questionnaires, letters, and 
postcards 

About 10 – 13 percent of addresses will receive bilingual questionnaires, letters, and 
postcards 

Internet Push Internet Choice 

Letter 

Letter 

Postcard 

Paper Questionnaire + Letter 

“It’s not too late” Postcard 

Letter 

Postcard 

Paper Questionnaire + Letter 

“It’s not too late” Postcard 

Paper Questionnaire + Letter 
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2017 Census Test 
Questionnaire Content 
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2020 Census Readiness 
2017 Census Test 
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• April 1, 2018 Census Day 
• Site test in Pierce County, Washington; 

Providence County, Rhode Island; and, 
Bluefield-Beckley-Oak Hill, West Virginia 
 

Purpose 
• Test and validate 2020 Census 

operations, procedures, systems, and 
field infrastructure together to ensure 
proper integration and conformance with 
functional and non-functional 
requirements 

• Produce a prototype of geographic and 
data products 

2018 End-to-End Census Test 
Overview 
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2020 Census Readiness 
2018 End-to-End Census Test 
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2018 End-to-End Census Test 
Key Activities 

Activity Date 

Open Regional Census Centers (RCCs)  January 3, 2017 

Open Area Census Offices (ACOs) March 31, 2017 

Conduct In-Field Address Canvassing  August 14 – September 29, 2017 

Begin Hiring Partnership Staff October 11, 2017 

Conduct Census Questionnaire Assistance March 19 – August 31, 2018 

Conduct Self-Response, Including Non-ID 
Processing 

March 19 – August 31, 2018 

Conduct GQ Enumeration March 28 – June 12, 2018 

Census Day April 1, 2018 

Conduct Nonresponse Followup April 3 – August 20, 2018 

Conduct Update Enumerate April 16 – May 16, 2018 

Conduct Update Enumerate Followup May 7 – July 16, 2018 
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