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smaller average family size as well as 
their lower average family income.38 

For unrelated individuals in pov-
erty, the average income deficit was 
$6,225 in 2010. The $5,982 deficit 
for women was lower than the $6,504 
deficit for men. 

Doubled-Up Households39

People may cope with challenging 
economic circumstances by combin-
ing households with other families or 

38 The average income deficit per capita for 
families with a female householder was not sig-
nificantly different than the average income deficit 
per capita for families with a male householder.

39 Doubled-up households are defined as 
households that include at least one “additional” 
adult, a person aged 18 or older who is not 
enrolled in school and is not the householder, 
spouse, or cohabiting partner of the householder. 

individuals. The number and per-
centage of doubled-up households 
and adults sharing households in 
the United States increased over the 
course of the recession that began 
in December 2007 and ended in 
June 2009. While poverty estimates 
are based on income in the previous 
calendar year, doubling-up estimates 
reflect household composition at the 
time of survey, which is conducted 
during the months of February, March, 
and April of each year. In spring 2007, 
doubled-up households totaled 19.7 
million. By spring 2011, the num-
ber of doubled-up households had 
increased by 2.0 million to 21.8 mil-
lion, and the percent of households 
doubled-up had increased by 1.3 
percentage points from 17.0 percent 

to 18.3 percent.40 Among adults, 61.7 
million (27.7 percent) were doubled-
up in 2007, while 69.2 million (30.0 
percent) lived in doubled-up house-
holds in 2011.41 The adult population 
increased by 3.8 percent between 
2007 and 2011, but the number of 
doubled-up adults increased by 12.2 
percent. 

40 The number of doubled-up households did 
not change significantly between either 2007 
and 2008 or 2010 and 2011. The percentage 
of doubled-up households as a proportion of all 
households did not change significantly between 
2007 and 2008, but declined between 2010 and 
2011. 

41 The number of doubled-up adults did not 
change significantly between 2010 and 2011. 
The percentage of doubled-up adults as a pro-
portion of all adults did not change significantly 
between either 2008 and 2009 or 2010 and 
2011.

Table 7.
Income Deficit or Surplus of Families and Unrelated Individuals by Poverty Status: 2010
(Numbers of families and unrelated individuals in thousands, deficits and surpluses and their confidence intervals [C.I.] in dollars. For information on confidentiality 
protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/apsd/techdoc/cps/cpsmar11.pdf)

Characteristic

Size of deficit or surplus
Average deficit 

or surplus 
(dollars)

Deficit 
or surplus 
per capita 
(dollars)

Total
Under 

$1,000

$1,000 
to 

$2,499

$2,500 
to 

$4,999

$5,000 
to 

$7,499

$7,500 
to 

$9,999

$10,000 
to 

$12,499

$12,500 
to 

$14,999
$15,000 
or  more

Esti-
mate

90 
per-
cent 
C.I.1 

(±)
Esti-
mate

90 
per-
cent 
C.I.1 

(±)

Below Poverty Threshold, Deficit

All families��������������������������������������������� 9,221 665 910 1,430 1,292 1,140 869 1,115 1,799 9,244 167 2,582 51
  Married-couple families��������������������� 3,596 296 432 659 487 411 307 453 552 8,660 270 2,179 69
  Families with a female householder, 
    no husband present������������������������� 4,745 284 405 634 687 624 474 562 1,074 9,742 218 2,908 69
  Families with a male householder, 
    no wife present��������������������������������� 880 85 74 137 118 105 88 100 173 8,941 463 2,789 154
Unrelated individuals����������������������������� 12,422 1,197 2,253 2,298 1,447 1,128 4,098 – – 6,225 109 6,225 109
  Male��������������������������������������������������� 5,796 474 961 1,051 727 559 2,024 – – 6,504 168 6,504 168
  Female����������������������������������������������� 6,626 724 1,291 1,247 720 569 2,074 – – 5,982 131 5,982 131

Above Poverty Threshold, Surplus

All families��������������������������������������������� 69,412 678 954 1,786 1,886 1,751 1,978 1,946 58,434 69,157 741 22,137 246
  Married-couple families��������������������� 54,450 345 507 988 1,057 1,026 1,170 1,209 48,149 77,429 894 24,389 291
  Families with a female householder, 
    no husband present������������������������� 10,281 266 357 638 624 530 598 536 6,731 34,771 994 11,710 340
  Families with a male householder, 
    no wife present��������������������������������� 4,681 66 89 159 206 195 210 201 3,554 48,463 2,617 16,862 968
Unrelated individuals����������������������������� 41,761 1,470 1,631 3,417 2,859 3,227 1,856 2,532 24,771 31,923 679 31,923 679
  Male��������������������������������������������������� 20,949 646 690 1,406 1,181 1,576 886 1,256 13,307 36,052 997 36,052 997
  Female����������������������������������������������� 20,813 824 941 2,011 1,678 1,650 969 1,276 11,464 27,768 904 27,768 904

– Represents or rounds to zero.
1 A 90 percent confidence interval is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the confidence interval in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the estimate. 

Confidence intervals shown in this table are based on standard errors calculated using replicate weights instead of the generalized variance function used in the past. For more information, 
see “Standard Errors and Their Use” at <www.census.gov/hhes/www/p60_239sa.pdf>.

Note: Details may not sum to totals because of rounding.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2011 Annual Social and Economic Supplement.


