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different from the 2010 estimates. 
Among people aged 18 to 64, those 
with a disability represented 16.3 per-
cent of people in poverty, compared 
with 7.7 percent of all people in this 
age group (Table 3). 

Families

In 2011, the poverty rate and the 
number of families in poverty were 
11.8 percent and 9.5 million, both not 
statistically different from the 2010 
estimates (Table 4). 

In 2011, 6.2 percent of married-
couple families, 31.2 percent of fami-
lies with a female householder, and 
16.1 percent of families with a male 
householder lived in poverty. Neither 
the poverty rates nor the estimates 
of the number of families in poverty 
for these three family types showed 
any statistically significant change 
between 2010 and 2011.

Depth of Poverty

Categorizing a person as “in poverty” 
or “not in poverty” is one way to 
describe his or her economic situa-
tion. The income-to-poverty ratio and 
the income deficit or surplus describe 
additional aspects of economic 
well-being. While the poverty rate 
shows the proportion of people with 

income below the appropriate pov-
erty threshold, the income-to-poverty 
ratio gauges the depth of poverty and 
shows how close a family’s income is 
to its poverty threshold. The income-
to-poverty ratio is reported as a 
percentage that compares a family’s 
or an unrelated person’s income with 
the appropriate poverty threshold. 
For example, a family with an income-
to-poverty ratio of 110 percent has 
income that is 10 percent above its 
poverty threshold.

The income deficit or surplus shows 
how many dollars a family’s or an 
unrelated person’s income is below 
(or above) their poverty threshold. 
For those with an income deficit, the 
measure is an estimate of the dollar 
amount necessary to raise a family’s 
or a person’s income to their poverty 
threshold. 

Ratio of Income to Poverty 

Table 5 presents the number and the 
percentage of people within speci-
fied income-to-poverty ratios—those 
below 50 percent of poverty (“Under 
0.50”), those below 125 percent of 
poverty (“Under 1.25”), those below 
150 percent of poverty (“Under 1.50”), 
and those below 200 percent of pov-
erty (“Under 2.00”).

In 2011, 20.4 million people had 
income below one-half of their pov-
erty threshold. They represented 6.6 
percent of all people and 44.0 percent 
of those in poverty. One in 5 people 
(19.8 percent) had income below 
125 percent of their threshold, 1 in 
4 people (24.8 percent) had income 
below 150 percent of their poverty 
threshold, while approximately 1 in 3 
(34.4 percent) had income below 200 
percent of their threshold (Table 5). 

Of the 20.4 million people with 
income below one-half of their pov-
erty threshold, 7.3 million were chil-
dren under age 18, 12.2 million were 
aged 18 to 64, and 940,000 were 
aged 65 years and older. The percent-
age of people aged 65 and older with 
income below 50 percent of their pov-
erty threshold was 2.3 percent, less 
than one-half the percentage of the 
total population at this poverty level 
(6.6 percent) (Table 5).

The demographic makeup of the pop-
ulation differs at varying degrees of 
poverty. In 2011, children represented 
23.9 percent of the overall popula-
tion; 35.6 percent of the people with 
income below 50 percent of their 
poverty threshold; 27.7 percent of 
the people with income between 

Table 4.
Families in Poverty by Type of Family: 2010 and 2011
(Numbers in thousands, confidence intervals [C.I.] in thousands or percentage points as appropriate. Families as of March of the following year. For 
information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/apsd/techdoc/cps/cpsmar12.pdf)

Characteristic

20101 2011 Change in poverty  
(2011 less 2010)3

Total

Below poverty

Total

Below poverty

Number

90 
percent
C.I.2 (±) Percent

90 
percent
C.I.2 (±) Number

90 
percent
C.I.2 (±) Percent

90 
percent
C.I.2 (±) Number Percent

FAMILIES
    Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          79,559 9,400 218 11.8 0.3  80,529  9,497  218 11.8 0.3 96 –

Type of Family
Married-couple. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58,667 3,681 152 6.3 0.3  58,963  3,652  148 6.2 0.2 –29 –0.1
Female householder, no husband
 present. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         15,243 4,827 152 31.7 0.9  15,678  4,894  164 31.2 0.9 67 –0.4
Male householder, no wife present. . .    5,649 892 68 15.8 1.1  5,888  950  70 16.1 1.0 58 0.3

– Represents or rounds to zero.
* Statistically different from zero at the 90 percent confidence level.
1 Consistent with 2011 data through implementation of Census 2010-based population controls.
2 A 90 percent confidence interval is a measure of an estimate’s variability. The larger the confidence interval in relation to the size of the estimate, the less reliable the 

estimate. Confidence intervals shown in this table are based on standard errors calculated using replicate weights instead of the generalized variance function used in the 
past. For more information, see “Standard Errors and Their Use” at <www.census.gov/hhes/www/p60_243sa.pdf>.

3 Details may not sum to totals because of rounding.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2011 and 2012 Annual Social and Economic Supplements.
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