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The rate (33.0 percent) of uninsured 
in 2011 for the foreign-born popula-
tion decreased, while the number of 
uninsured was not statistically differ-
ent from the 2010 estimate. Among 
the foreign-born population, the rate 
and number of uninsured in 2011 
for naturalized citizens, 19.1 percent 
and 3.4 million, were not statistically 
different from 2010 estimates. Both 
the rate (44.2 percent) and number of 
uninsured (9.7 million) for noncitizens 
in 2011 were not statistically different 
from 2010 estimates. The propor-
tion of the foreign-born population 
without health insurance in 2011 was 
about two and one-half times that of 
the native-born population in 2011.

Economic Status 

The uninsured rate was higher among 
people with lower incomes and lower 
among people with higher incomes 
(Figure 9). In 2011, 25.4 percent of 
people in households with annual 
income less than $25,000 had no 
health insurance coverage. In 2011, 
the uninsured rates decreased as 
household income increased—21.5 
percent of people in households with 
income ranging from $25,000 to 
$49,999 were uninsured; 15.4 percent 
of people in households with income 
ranging from $50,000 to $74,999 
were uninsured; and 7.8 percent of 
people in households with income of 
$75,000 or more were uninsured. 

Among the four household income 
groups, the uninsured rate in 2011 
decreased for people in households 
with real income less than $25,000 
to 25.4 percent from 27.1 percent in 
2010. In 2011, the uninsured rate was 
not statistically different from 2010 
for households with real income rang-
ing from $25,000 to $49,999, income 
ranging from $50,000 to $74,999, 
and income of $75,000 or more. 

Between 1999 and 2011, the unin-
sured rate for people in households 
with real income less than $25,000 
increased by 1.2 percentage points 
to 25.4 percent, while the uninsured 
rate for people in households with 
real income ranging from $25,000 to 
$49,999 increased by 1.6 percentage 
points to 21.5 percent. From 1999 to 
2011, the uninsured rate for people in 
households with real income ranging 
from $50,000 to $74,999 increased 
by 3.0 percentage points to 15.4 per-
cent, and the uninsured rate for peo-
ple in households with real income 
of $75,000 or more increased by 1.0 
percentage point to 7.8 percent. 

Work Experience

For people aged 18 to 64 who 
worked at some time during the year, 
19.3 percent and 27.9 million were 
uninsured in 2011, which were not 
statistically different from the 2010 
estimates (Table 7). In 2011, full-
time, year-round workers were more 
likely to be covered by health insur-
ance (84.7 percent) than those who 
worked less than full time, year round 
(72.3 percent) or nonworkers (73.3 
percent).45 Among full-time, year-
round workers, the percent uninsured 
in 2011 was not statistically different 

45 A full-time, year-round worker is a person 
who worked 35 or more hours per week (full-
time) and 50 or more weeks during the previous 
calendar year (year-round). For school personnel, 
summer vacation is counted as weeks worked if 
they are scheduled to return to their job in the 
fall. 

Table 8. 
Coverage by Type of Health Insurance: 2010 and 2011
(People as of March of the following year. For information on confidentiality protection, sampling 
error, nonsampling error, and definitions, see www.census.gov/apsd/techdoc/cps/cpsmar12.pdf)

Coverage type 20101 2011

Any private plan2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           64.0 63.9
  Any private plan alone3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     52.5 *52.0

Employment-based2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55.3 55.1
  Employment-based alone3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   45.7 *45.1

Direct-purchase2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           9.9 9.8
  Direct-purchase alone3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     3.7 3.6

Any government plan2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       31.2 *32.2
  Any government plan alone3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 19.7 *20.4

Medicare2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 14.6 *15.2
  Medicare alone3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           4.7 *4.9

Medicaid2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 15.8 *16.5
  Medicaid alone3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           11.1 *11.5

Military health care2,4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        4.2 *4.4
  Military health care alone3,4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  1.3 1.3

Uninsured . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                16.3 *15.7

* Change between the 2010 and 2011 estimates are statistically different from zero at the 90 percent 
confidence level. 

1 Implementation of Census 2010-based population controls.
2 The estimates by type of coverage are not mutually exclusive; people can be covered by more than one type 

of health insurance during the year.
3 The estimates by type of coverage are mutually exclusive; people did not have any other type of health 

insurance during the year. 
4 Military health care includes Tricare and CHAMPVA (Civilian Health and Medical Program of the Department 

of Veteran Affairs), as well as care provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs and the military.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2011 and 2012 Annual Social and Economic 

Supplements.
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