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Foreword

When [ was growing up, it was taken
as a matter of faith that kids belonged
outside. I grew up with 4 brothers, and
during those long, hot Atlanta summers,
it was common for our mom to holler,
“You boys get outside, and don’t come
back ‘til it’s dark.” It never occurred
to me or my brothers to do anything
else in our spare time but explore the
world around us. The truth is, we had
little else to do. But those experiences
— waking up on frosty mornings and
starting the campfire, scanning trees
for a shot at a scampering gray squirrel
in the dawn light, scouring creek beds
for crawdads and other fishing bait,

or simply of the fun we had tramping
through the forest — shaped who I am,
and drew me to a career in conserva-
tion.

That’s why I’m excited by this 2011
National Survey of Fishing, Hunting,
and Wildlife-Associated Recreation.
This report, the 12th in a series that
began in 1955, documents a significant
resurgence in the number of people
embracing America’s Great Outdoors.
Hunting participation has increased by
9 percent, while angling participation
grew by 11 percent. Nearly 38 percent
of Americans participated in wildlife-
related recreation, an increase of 2.6
million participants from the 2006
Survey.

In addition, wildlife-related recre-
ation is a major driver of the nation’s
economy. The 2011 Survey estimates
that Americans spent $145 billion on
related gear, trips, licenses, land acqui-
sition or leases, and other purchases,
representing about one percent of the
nation’s gross domestic product. This
spending creates thousands of jobs,
supports countless local communities
and provides vital funding for conser-
vation.

vi 2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois

This year marks the 75th anniversary
of the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restora-
tion Program, a cornerstone of wildlife
conservation in the United States.
Through excise taxes on firearms,
ammunition, archery and angling
equipment, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service has distributed over $14 billion
for State and territorial wildlife conser-
vation programs.

This report would not have been
possible without the combined efforts
of state wildlife agencies — which
provided financial support through

the Multi-State Conservation Grant
Programs — the Association of Fish
and Wildlife Agencies and a number of
major national conservation organiza-
tions. We also owe our gratitude to the
thousands of survey respondents from
households across America. Because
of you, this Survey is the nation’s
definitive wildlife-related recreation
database and information source
concerning participation and purchases
associated with hunting, fishing and
other forms of wildlife-associated
recreation nationwide.

The Fish and Wildlife Service is dedi-
cated to connecting people and families
with nature. We are proud to celebrate
the good news in this report, and we
look forward to continuing progress

as we work with the States, and all

our partners and the public to help
keep recreational fishing, hunting, and
wildlife watching growing and going
strong.

42_11%&44,

Dan Ashe
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Census Bureau
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Survey Background and Method

The National Survey of Fishing,
Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated
Recreation (Survey) has been
conducted since 1955 and is one of
the oldest and most comprehensive
continuing recreation surveys. The
Survey collects information on the
number of anglers, hunters, and wild-
life watchers, how often they partici-
pate, and how much they spend on their
activities in the United States.

Preparations for the 2011 Survey
began in 2008 when the Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies (AFWA)
asked the Fish and Wildlife Service to
coordinate the twelfth National Survey
of wildlife-related recreation. Funding
came from the Multistate Conservation
Grant Programs, authorized by Wildlife
and Sport Fish Restoration Acts, as
amended.

Four regional technical committees
were set up under the auspices of
AFWA to ensure that State fish and
wildlife agencies had an opportunity to
participate in all phases of survey plan-
ning and design. The committees were
made up of agency representatives.

We consulted with State and Federal
agencies and nongovernmental
organizations such as the American
Sportfishing Association and National
Shooting Sports Foundation to deter-
mine survey content. Other sportsper-
sons’ organizations and conservation

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Census Bureau

groups, industry representatives, and
researchers also provided valuable
advice.

Data collection for the Survey was
carried out in two phases by the

U.S. Census Bureau. The first phase
was the screen which began in April
2011. During the screening phase, the
Census Bureau interviewed a sample
of 48,600 households nationwide, to
determine who in the household had
fished, hunted, or wildlife watched in
2010, and who had engaged or planned
to engage in those activities in 2011.

In most cases, one adult household
member provided information for all
members. The screen primarily covered
2010 activities while the next, more
in-depth phase covered 2011 activities.
For more information on the 2010 data,
refer to Appendix B.

The second phase of data collection
consisted of three detailed interview
waves. The first wave began in April
2011 concurrent with the screen, the
second in September 2011, and the
last in January 2012. Interviews were
conducted with samples of likely
anglers, hunters, and wildlife watchers
who were identified in the initial
screening phase. Interviews were
conducted primarily by telephone, with
in-person interviews for respondents
who could not be reached by phone.
Respondents in the second survey
phase were limited to those who were

at least 16 years old. Each respondent
provided information pertaining only
to his or her activities and expendi-
tures. Sample sizes were designed to
provide statistically reliable results at
the state level. Altogether, interviews
were completed for 11,330 anglers and
hunters and 9,329 wildlife watchers.
More detailed information on sampling
procedures and response rates is found
in Appendix D.

Comparability With
Previous Surveys

The 2011 Survey’s questions and
methodology were similar to those
used in the 2006, 2001, 1996, and 1991
Surveys. Therefore, the estimates are
comparable.

The methodology for these Surveys
differs significantly from the 1955

to 1985 Surveys, so these estimates
are not directly comparable to those
of earlier surveys. Changes in meth-
odology included reducing the recall
period over which respondents had to
report their activities and expenditures.
Previous Surveys used a 12-month
recall period which resulted in greater
reporting bias. Research found that the
amount of activity and expenditures
reported in 12-month recall surveys
was overestimated in comparison

with that reported using shorter recall
periods.

2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois vii









Introduction

The National Survey of Fishing,
Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated
Recreation reports results from inter-
views with U.S. residents about their

fishing, hunting, and wildlife watching.

This report focuses on 2011 participa-
tion and expenditures of persons 16
years of age and older.

The Survey is a snapshot of one year.
The information it collected tells us
how many people participated and
how much they spent on their activi-
ties in the State in 2011. It does not
tell us how many anglers, hunters, and
wildlife watchers there were because
many do not participate every year.
For example, based on information
collected in the Survey’s household
screen phase, we can estimate that
about 51 percent more anglers and
44 percent more hunters participated
nationally in at least 1 of the 5 years
prior to the screen survey year 2010.

In addition to 2011 estimates, we also
provide trend information in the High-
lights section and Appendix C of the
report. The 2011 numbers reported can
be compared with those in the 1991,
1996, 2001, and 2006 Survey reports
because they used similar methodolo-
gies. The 2011 estimates should not
be directly compared with results
from Surveys conducted prior to 1991
because of changes in methodology to
improve accuracy.

The report also provides information
on participation in wildlife recreation
in 2010, particularly of persons 6 to 15
years of age. The 2010 information is
provided in Appendix B. Information
about the Survey’s scope and coverage

is in Appendix D. The remainder of this
section defines important terms used in

the Survey.

2 2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois

This report does not provide infor-
mation about the State’s wildlife
resources. That, and additional infor-
mation on wildlife-related recreation,
may be obtained from State fish and
wildlife agencies. The Association of
Fish and Wildlife Agencies can provide
the addresses and telephone numbers
of those agencies. The Association’s
website is www.fishwildlife.org.

Additionally, this report does not
provide information about the State’s

number of licensed anglers and hunters.

Historical license data can be found at
wsfrprograms.fws.gov.

Wildlife-Related Recreation

Wildlife-related recreation is fishing,
hunting, and wildlife-watching activi-
ties. These categories are not mutually
exclusive because many individuals
participated in more than one activity.
Wildlife-related recreation is reported
in two major categories: (1) fishing
and hunting, and (2) wildlife watching,
which includes observing, photo-
graphing, and feeding fish or wildlife.

Sportspersons
Anglers Hunters
Fished Fished Hunted
only and only
hunted

Fishing and Hunting

This Survey reports information about
residents of the United States who
fished or hunted in 2011, regardless of
whether they were licensed. The fishing
and hunting sections report information
for three groups: (1) sportspersons, (2)
anglers, and (3) hunters.

Sportspersons

Sportspersons are those who fished

or hunted. Individuals who fished

or hunted commercially in 2011 are
reported as sportspersons only if they
also fished or hunted for recreation. The
sportspersons group is composed of the
three subgroups shown in the diagram
below: (1) those that fished and hunted,
(2) those that only fished, and (3) those
that only hunted.

The total number of sportspersons is
equal to the sum of people who only
fished, only hunted, and both hunted
and fished. It is not the sum of all
anglers and all hunters because those
people who both fished and hunted are
included in both the angler and hunter
population and would be incorrectly
counted twice.

Anglers

Anglers are sportspersons who only
fished plus those who fished and
hunted. Anglers include not only
licensed hook and line anglers, but
also those who have no license and
those who use special methods such
as fishing with spears. Three types of
fishing are reported: (1) freshwater,
excluding the Great Lakes, (2) Great
Lakes, and (3) saltwater. Since many
anglers participated in more than one
type of fishing, the total number of
anglers is less than the sum of the three
types of fishing.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Census Bureau



Hunters

Hunters are sportspersons who only
hunted plus those who hunted and
fished. Hunters include not only
licensed hunters using rifles and
shotguns, but also those who have

no license and those who engage

in hunting with archery equipment,
muzzleloaders, other primitive firearms,
or pistols or handguns.

Four types of hunting are reported:

(1) big game, (2) small game,

(3) migratory bird, and (4) other
animals. Since many hunters partici-
pated in more than one type of hunting,
the sum of hunters for big game,

small game, migratory bird, and other
animals exceeds the total number of
hunters.

Wildlife Watchers

Since 1980, the National Survey has
included information on wildlife-
watching activities in addition to
fishing and hunting. However, unlike
the 1980 and 1985 Surveys, the
National Surveys since 1991 have

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Census Bureau

collected data only for those activities
where the primary purpose was wildlife
watching (observing, photographing, or
feeding wildlife).

The 2011 Survey uses a strict definition
of wildlife watching. Participants must
either take a “special interest” in wild-
life around their homes or take a trip
for the “primary purpose” of wildlife
watching. Secondary wildlife watching,
such as incidentally observing wildlife
while pleasure driving, is not included.

Two types of wildlife-watching activity
are reported: (1) away-from-home
(formerly nonresidential) activities and
(2) around-the-home (formerly residen-
tial) activities. Because some people
participated in more than one type of
wildlife watching, the sum of partici-
pants in each type will be greater than
the total number of wildlife watchers.
Only those engaged in activities whose
primary purpose was wildlife watching
are included in the Survey. The two
types of wildlife-watching activity are
defined below.

Away-From-Home

This group includes persons who

took trips or outings of at least 1 mile
from home for the primary purpose of
observing, feeding, or photographing
fish and wildlife. Trips to fish or hunt or
scout and trips to zoos, circuses, aquar-
iums, and museums are not considered
wildlife-watching activities.

Around-The-Home

This group includes those who
participated within 1 mile of home and
involves one or more of the following:
(1) closely observing or trying to iden-
tify birds or other wildlife; (2) photo-
graphing wildlife; (3) feeding birds or
other wildlife; (4) maintaining natural
areas of at least 1/4 acre where benefit
to wildlife is the primary concern;

(5) maintaining plantings (shrubs,
agricultural crops, etc.) where benefit
to wildlife is the primary concern; or
(6) visiting parks and natural areas
within 1 mile of home for the primary
purpose of observing, feeding, or
photographing wildlife.

2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois 3



2011 Illinois Summary

Activities by lllinois Residents Both Inside and Qutside

Activities in lllinois by Residents and Nonresidents lllinois
Fishing Fishing
ANGIerS. ...ovueeiinennnnennnns 1,044,000 AR5 50 cca0000000000000000000 1,236,000
Days of fishing .................. 13,343,000 Days of fishing ................... 15,614,000
Average days per angler .. ......... 13 Average days perangler ............ 13
Total expenditures. . .............. $972,729,000 Total expenditures. . ............... $1,476,381,000
Trip-related .................. $372,361,000 Trip-related . .................. $599,768,000
Equipment and other........... $600,368,000 Equipment and other. ........... $876,613,000
Average perangler ............... $759 Average perangler ................ $1,195
Average trip expenditure per day . . .. $28 Average trip expenditure per day . . . .. $38
Hunting Hunting
Hunters........oooeveneeneennn. 512,000 I METRS 00 0 000 000000000000000000 512,000
Days of hunting. . .. .............. 7,836,000 Days of hunting. . ................. 7,786,000
Average days per hunter . . ......... 15 Average days per hunter .. .......... 15
Total expenditures. . .............. $1,216,281,000 Total expenditures. .. .............. $1,312,095,000
Trip-related .................. $273,779,000 Trip-related . .................. $318,602,000
Equipment and other........... $942,502,000 Equipment and other............ $993,493,000
Average per hunter . .............. $2,298 Average perhunter . ............... $2,564
Average trip expenditure per day . . .. $35 Average trip expenditure per day . . ... $41
Wildlife Watching Wildlife Watching
Total wildlife-watching participants 3,019,000 Total wildlife-watching participants . 2,784,000
Away-from-home participants. . . . 704,000 Away-from-home participants. . . . . 652,000
Around-the-home participants. . . . 2,752,000 Around-the-home participants. . . . . 2,752,000
Days of participation away from home 6,434,000 Days of participation away from home. 6,898,000
Average days of participation Average days of participation
away fromhome ............... 9 away fromhome .............. .. 11
Total expenditures. ............... $1,306,257,000 Total expenditures. .. .............. $1,958,371,000
Trip-related . ................. $166,123,000 Trip-related . .................. $526,970,000
Equipment and other........... $1,140,135,000 Equipment and other. ........... $1,431,401,000
Average per participant. . . ......... $409 Average per participant. . ........... $703
Average trip expenditure per day . . . . $26 Average trip expenditure per day . . ... $76

4 2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Census Bureau
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Wildlife-Related Recreation

Participation in lllinois

The 2011 Survey found that 3.8 million
[llinois residents and nonresidents 16
years old and older fished, hunted, or
wildlife watched in Illinois. Of the total
number of participants, 1.0 million
fished, 512 thousand hunted, and 3.0
million participated in wildlife-watching
activities, which includes observing,
feeding, and photographing wildlife.

The sum of anglers, hunters, and wildlife
watchers exceeds the total number of
participants in wildlife-related recreation
because many of the individuals engaged
in more than one wildlife-related
activity.

Participation in 2011 hy 6- to
15-Year-0ld lllinois Residents

The focus of the National Survey is on
the activity of participants 16 years old
and older. However, the activity of 6- to
15-year-olds can be calculated using the
screening data covering the year 2010.
It is assumed for estimation purposes
that the proportion of 6- to 15-year-old

participants to participants 16 years old
and older remained the same in 2010 and
2011. Based on this assumption, in addi-
tion to the 1.2 million resident anglers

16 years old or older in Illinois, there
were 429 thousand resident anglers 6 to
15 years old. Also, there were 512 thou-
sand Illinoisans 16 years old and older
and 39 thousand Illinoisans 6 to 15 years
old who hunted. Finally, there were 2.8
million Illinoisans 16 years old and older
and 568 thousand Illinoisans 6 to 15
years old who wildlife watched. Infor-
mation on 2010 data for 6- to 15-year-
olds is provided in Appendix B.

Expenditures in lllinois

In 2011, state residents and nonresidents
spent $3.8 billion on wildlife recreation
in [llinois. Of that total, trip-related
expenditures were $812 million and
equipment expenditures totaled $1.9
billion. The remaining $1.1 billion was
spent on licenses, contributions, land
ownership and leasing, and other items.

Participants in Wildlife-Related Recreation in lllinois: 2011

(U.S. residents 16 years old and older)

Sportspersons

Total ........cocviiiiennnnnnn.
Anglers. ........... ... .. ....
Hunters.......................

Wildlife Watchers

Away fromhome ...............
Around thehome ... ............

.................

3.8 million

1.3 million
1.0 million
512 thousand

3.0 million
704 thousand
2.8 million

Note: Detail does not add to total because of multiple responses.

Source: Tables 1 and 24.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Census Bureau

Percent of Total Participants
by Activity
(Total: 3.8 million participants)

79%

Wildlife
Watching

Fishing Hunting

Percent of Total Residential
Participants 6 to 15 Years 0ld

by Activity: 2010

(Total: 763 thousand participants)

78%

Wildlife
Watching

Fishing Hunting

... Sample size too small (less than 10)
to report data reliably.

Wildlife-Related
Recreation Expenditures in lllinois
(Total: $3.8 billion)

Trip-related
21%

Other
30%

Equipment
49%

2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois 5



Sportspersons

In 2011, 1.3 million state resident and and 512 thousand hunters (39 percent of  thousand (20 percent) hunted but did not
nonresident sportspersons 16 years old all sportspersons). Among the 1.3 million  fish there. The remaining 247 thousand
and older fished or hunted in Illinois. sportspersons who fished or hunted in the (19 percent) fished and hunted in Illinois

This group was comprised of 1.0 million  state, 797 thousand (61 percent) fished

in 2011.

anglers (80 percent of all sportspersons) but did not hunt in Illinois. Another 265

Sportspersons’ Participation in lllinois
(State residents and nonresidents 16 years old and older)

Sportspersons (fished or hunted)...................... 1.3 million
AN T0000000000600000000000000000000000003060000 1.0 million
Fishedonly........ .. .. ... .. .. .. .. . . . .. 797 thousand
Fishedandhunted ................................ 247 thousand
|6 (T %b 06000600000000000000060000006000000000000000 512 thousand
Huntedonly ....... ... ... .. .. .. .. .. ... . ... .. 265 thousand
Hunted and fished. . ......... ... ... ... ... ........ 247 thousand

Note: Detail does not add to total because of multiple responses.

Source: Table 1.

6 2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois
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Anglers

Participants and Days of Fishing

In 2011, 1.0 million state residents

and nonresidents 16 years old and
older fished in Illinois. Of this total,
955 thousand anglers (92 percent)
were state residents and 88 thousand
anglers (8 percent) were nonresidents.
Anglers fished a total of 13.3 million
days in Illinois—an average of 13 days

Anglers in lllinois

per angler. State residents fished 12.9
million days—97 percent of all fishing
days in Illinois. Nonresidents fished 397
thousand days in Illinois—3 percent of
all fishing days in the state.

A large majority of Illinois residents who
fished anywhere in the United States did
so in their resident state. There were 1.2
million Illinois residents 16 years old

(State residents and nonresidents 16 years old and older)

A6 600000000000000006000000000

Residents

Nonresidents. . .. .................

Days of fishing.....................

Residents

Nonresidents. . . ..................

Source: Table 3.

In State/Out of State
(State residents 16 years old and older)

Illinois anglers....................
In Illinois
Inotherstates...................

Days of fishing . ...................
In Illinois
Inotherstates...................

1.0 million
955 thousand
88 thousand

13.3 million
12.9 million
397 thousand

1.2 million
955 thousand
443 thousand

15.6 million
12.9 million
2.7 million

Note: Detail does not add to total because of multiple responses.

Source: Table 3.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Census Bureau

and older who fished in the United States
in 2011 for a total of 15.6 million days.
An estimated 77 percent of all Illinois
residents who fished did so in their home
state. Of all fishing days by Illinois resi-
dents, 83 percent or 12.9 million were

in their home state. For further details
about fishing in Illinois, see Table 3.

2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois 7



Fishing Expenditures in lllinois

All fishing-related expenditures in Illi-
nois totaled $973 million in 2011. Trip-
related expenditures, including food
and lodging, transportation, and other
expenses totaled $372 million—38
percent of all fishing expenditures.
Expenditures for food and lodging
were $125 million and transportation
expenditures were $98 million. Other
trip expenses, such as equipment rental,
bait, and cooking fuel, totaled $150
million. Each angler spent an average
of $341 on trip-related costs during
2011.

Anglers spent $387 million on equip-
ment in [llinois in 2011, 40 percent of
all fishing expenditures. Fishing equip-
ment (rods, reels, lines, etc.) spending
totaled $101 million—26 percent of the
equipment total. Auxiliary equipment
expenditures (tents, special fishing
clothing, etc.) and special equip-

ment expenditures (boats, vans, etc.)
amounted to $287 million—74 percent
of the equipment total. Expenditures
classified as special and auxiliary
equipment are on items that were
purchased for fishing but could be used
in activities other than fishing.

The purchase of other items, such

as magazines, membership dues,
licenses, permits, stamps, and land
leasing and ownership, amounted to
$213 million—22 percent of all fishing
expenditures. For more details about
fishing expenditures in Illinois, see
Tables 19 and 21 through 23.

Fishing Expenditures in lllinois
(State residents and nonresidents 16 years old and older)

T 60000000000000000060000000600060660000600006000 $973 million
Trip-related. . . ... ... $372 million
Equipment ....... ... ... .. ... $387 million

Fishing . . ... $101 million
Auxiliary and special . ........ ... ... .. $287 million
Other. . . oot $213 million

Source: Table 19.

Fishing Expenditures in lllinois Percent of Anglers by Residence
(Total: $973 million) (Total: 1.0 million participants)

92%

Equipment
40%

Other
22%

Trip-related
38%

8%

Residents Nonresidents
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Hunters

Participants and Days of Hunting

In 2011, there were 512 thousand
residents and nonresidents 16 years old
and older who hunted in Illinois. Resi-
dent hunters numbered 459 thousand,
accounting for 90 percent of the hunters
in Illinois. Residents and nonresidents
hunted 7.8 million days in 2011, an

Hunters in lllinois

average of 15 days per hunter. Resi-
dents hunted 7.4 million days in Illinois
or 94 percent of all hunting days.

There were 512 thousand Illinois
residents 16 years old and older who
hunted in the United States in 2011 for
a total of 7.8 million days. An estimated
90 percent of all Illinois residents who

(State residents and nonresidents 16 years old and older)

Hunters..........coieeeenneennn.
Residents .....................
Nonresidents. . . ................

Days of hunting..................
Residents .....................
Nonresidents. . . ................

512 thousand
459 thousand

7.8 million
7.4 million

... Sample size too small (less than 10) to report data reliably.

Source: Table 3.

In State/Out of State
(State residents 16 years old and older)

Illinois hunters. ..................

In Illinois

Daysof hunting..................

In Illinois

Inotherstates..................

Inotherstates..................

512 thousand
459 thousand
105 thousand

7.8 million
7.4 million
432 thousand

Note: Detail does not add to total because of multiple responses.

Source: Table 3.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Census Bureau

hunted did so in their home state. Of
all hunting days by Illinois residents,
94 percent or 7.4 million were spent
pursuing game in their home state. For
further information on hunting activi-
ties by Illinois residents, see Table 3.

2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois 9



Hunting Expenditures in lllinois

All hunting-related expenditures
in Illinois totaled $1.2 billion in

Hunting Expenditures in lllinois
(State residents and nonresidents 16 years old and older)

2011. Trip-related expenses, such 8 1) 721 P $1.2 billion
as food and lodging, transporta- Trip-related. ... ... ... $274 million
tion, and other trip expenses, totaled Equipment . ....... ... ... .. .. $370 million
$274 million—23 percent of total Hunting ....................................... $235 million
expenditures. Expenditures for food Auxiliary and special . . ... oo Lol $134 million

Other. .. ... $573 million

and lodging were $140 million and
transportation expenditures were $106
million. Other trip expenses, such as
equipment rental, totaled $28 million
for the year. The average trip-related
expenditure per hunter was $531.

Source: Table 20.

Hunters spent $370 million on equip-
ment—30 percent of all hunting
expenditures. Hunting equipment
(guns, ammunition, etc.) totaled $235
million and made up 64 percent of all
equipment costs. Hunters spent $134
million on auxiliary equipment (tents,
special hunting clothes, etc.) and
special equipment (boats, vans, etc.),
accounting for 36 percent of total
equipment expenditures for hunting.
Expenditures classified as special
and auxiliary equipment are on items
that were purchased for hunting but
could be used in activities other than
hunting.

Hunting Expenditures in lllinois
(Total: $1.2 billion)

Other
47%

Trip-related
23%

Equipment
30%

The purchase of other items, such
as magazines, membership dues,
licenses, permits, and land leasing,
and ownership, cost hunters $573
million—47 percent of all hunting
expenditures. For more details on
hunting expenditures in Illinois, see
Tables 20 through 23.

Comparative Hunting Expenditures by Type of Hunting

I Al hunting
I Big game
[ Small game
[ ] Migratory birds
[ ] Other animals

Trip expenditures per hunter: Trip expenditures per day:

$36 $36

$531

$35

$498

$31

$187 $216

... Sample size too small (less than 10) to report data reliably.
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Wildlife Watchers

Participants and Days of Activity

In 2011, 3.0 million U.S. residents

16 years old and older fed, observed,
or photographed wildlife in Illinois.
Most of them, 91 percent (2.8 million),
enjoyed their activities close to home
and are called “around-the-home”
participants. Those persons who
enjoyed wildlife at least one mile from

participants. People participating in

percent of all wildlife watchers in
Illinois. Of the 704 thousand, 444

thousand were nonresidents.

Wildlife-Watching Participants in lllinois

(State residents and nonresidents 16 years old and older)

] 71 3.0 million
Aroundthehome .. ....... ... ... ... ... . ... ... ...... 2.8 million
Away fromhome . ........ .. ... ... ... 704 thousand

Note: Detail does not add to total because of multiple responses.
Source: Table 24.

Away-From-Home Wildlife-Watching Participation in lllinois
(State residents and nonresidents 16 years old and older)

Participants, total . ...........c0iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns 704 thousand
Observe wildlife. . ...... ... ... ... . ... ... ... . ....... 690 thousand
Photograph wildlife . . ....... ... ... .. ... ........... 270 thousand
Feedwildlife. . . ... ... ... ... . . . . . 132 thousand

Days,total .......ccotitiniiiitiiiiiiiiietnnnrannns 6.4 million
Observe wildlife. . ...... ... ... ... . ... ... ... ... ..... 5.6 million
Photograph wildlife . ............................... 1.3 million
Feedwildlife. ... ... ... ... . . . . . . . .. 1.1 million

Note: Detail does not add to total because of multiple responses.
Source: Table 25.

Around-The-Home Wildlife-Watching Participation in lllinois
(State residents 16 years old and older)

1171156600060 0000006000000500060000300366000030000000 2.8 million
Feedwildlife. . . ...... ... .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... ...... 2.3 million
Observewildlife. . ........... ... ... ... ......... 1.6 million
Photograph wildlife . ........... ... ... ... ... ... .... 1.1 million
Maintain natural areas .. ..................ouiinan... 201 thousand
Maintain plantings . . .............. i 423 thousand
Visit parks and natural areas ......................... 490 thousand

Note: Detail does not add to total because of multiple responses.
Source: Table 27.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Census Bureau

home are called “away-from-home”

away-from-home activities in Illinois
in 2011 numbered 704 thousand—23

thousand were state residents, and 259

Illinoisans 16 years old and older who
enjoyed away-from-home wildlife
watching within their state totaled 444
thousand. Of this group, 444 thousand
participants observed wildlife and 130
thousand photographed wildlife. Since
some individuals engaged in more than
one of the away-from-home activities
during the year, the sum of wildlife
observers, feeders, and photographers
exceeds the total number away-from-
home participants.

Illinoisans spent 4.1 million days
engaged in away-from-home wildlife-
watching activities in their state. They
spent 3.6 million days observing and
710 thousand days photographing
wildlife. For further details about away-
from-home activities, see Table 25.

Illinois residents also took an active
interest in wildlife around their

homes. In 2011, 2.8 million state
residents enjoyed observing, feeding,
and photographing wildlife within

one mile of their homes. Among this
around-the-home group, 2.3 million
fed, 1.6 million observed, and 1.1
million photographed wildlife around
their homes. Another 201 thousand
participants maintained natural areas of
one-quarter acre or more for wildlife;
423 thousand participants maintained
plantings for the benefit of wildlife;

and 490 thousand participants visited
parks or natural areas within a mile of
home because of the wildlife. Summing
the number of participants in these six
activities results in an estimate that
exceeds the total number of around-the-
home participants because many people
participated in more than one type of
around-the-home activity. In addition,
23 percent of Illinoisan around-the-
home wildlife watchers also enjoyed
wildlife away from home. For further
details about Illinois residents partici-
pating in around-the-home wildlife-
watching activities, see Table 27.

2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois 11



Wild Bird Observers

Bird watching attracted many wildlife
enthusiasts in Illinois. In 2011, 1.8
million people observed birds around
the home and on trips in the state.

A majority, 84 percent (1.5 million),
observed wild birds around the home
while 33 percent (594 thousand) took
trips away from home to watch birds.

Wildlife-Watching Expenditures in
lllinois

Wildlife watchers spent $1.3 billion
on wildlife-watching activities in
[llinois in 2011. Trip-related expendi-
tures, including food and lodging ($70
million), transportation ($74 million),
and other trip expenses ($22 million),
such as equipment rental, amounted

to $166 million. This summation
comprised 13 percent of all wildlife-
watching expenditures by participants.
The average of the trip-related expendi-
tures for away-from-home participants
was $225 per person in 2011.

Wildlife-watching participants spent
nearly $786 million on equipment—60
percent of all their expenditures.
Specifically, wildlife-watching equip-
ment (binoculars, special clothing,
etc.) expenditures totaled $280 million,
36 percent of the equipment total.
Auxiliary equipment expenditures
(tents, backpacking equipment, etc.)
and special equipment expenditures
(campers, trucks, etc.) amounted to
$506 million—64 percent of all equip-
ment costs. Expenditures classified

as special and auxiliary equipment

are on items that were purchased for
wildlife-watching recreation but could
be used in activities other than wildlife
watching.

Other items purchased by wildlife-
watching participants, such as maga-
zines, membership dues and contribu-
tions, land leasing and ownership, and
plantings, totaled $355 million—27
percent of all wildlife-watching expen-
ditures. For more details about wildlife-
watching expenditures in Illinois, see
Table 31.

12 2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois

Wild Bird Observers in lllinois
(State residents and nonresidents 16 years old and older)

Participants, total .............. ... il 1.8 million
Aroundthehome . ....... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . ... 1.5 million
Away fromhome ........... .. .. ... ... ... ... 594 thousand

IDFRTS, (Nl 6600000000000000000000000000600000000000 219.6 million
Aroundthehome . .......... ... ... ... ... ... ...... 214.4 million
Away fromhome . ......... ... ... 5.2 million

Note: Detail does not add to total because of multiple responses.
Source: Table 29.

Wildlife-Watching Expenditures in lllinois

(State residents and nonresidents 16 years old and older)

TR 60000000000600000000000000006006000000006000000 $1.3 billion
Trip-related. . .. ... $166 million
Equipment ......... .. ... $786 million

Wildlife watching. . ........... ... ... ... $280 million
Auxiliary and special . ........ ... ... . ... $506 million
Other. . ..ot $355 million

Source: Table 31.

Wildlife-Watching
Expenditures in lllinois
(Total: $1.3 billion)

Away-From-Home Activity
by Around-The-Home Participants
(Total: 2.8 million participants)

Trip-related 7%
13%

Other
27%

Equipment
60%

Around the
home only

Both around
the home and
away from home

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Census Bureau



e |
2001-2011 Comparison

Comparing the estimates from the mates. A 90-percent confidence interval ~ United States. The in-state estimates

2001, 2006, and 2011 Surveys gives around the estimate gives the range of cover the participation, day, and

a perspective on the state of wildlife- estimates that 90 percent of all possible  expenditure activity if U.S. residents in

related recreation in the early twenty- representative samples would supply. If  Illinois.

first century in Illinois. Only the most the 90-percent confidence intervals of

general recreation comparisons are the two surveys’ estimates overlap, it The expenditure estimates were made

presented here. is not possible to say the two estimates ~ comparable by adjusting the estimates
are statistically different. for inflation—all estimates are in 2011

The best way to compare estimates dollars.

from surveys is not to compare the The state resident estimates cover the

estimates themselves but to compare participation and expenditure activity

the confidence intervals around the esti-  of Illinois residents anywhere in the

lllinois 2001 and 2011 Comparison

(Numbers in thousands. Expenditures in 2011 dollars)

2001 2011 Percent change
Fishing
Anglersinstate. . .......... ... 1,237 1,044 MEIE
Daysinstate . ..............viiniinern.... 16,133 13,343 NS_17
In-state expenditures by U.S. anglers........... $760,012 $972,729 NSD8
State resident anglers . ...................... 1,415 1,236 NELT 3
Total expenditures by state residents ........... $1,457,245 $1,476,381 ]
Hunting
Huntersinstate............................ 310 512 65
Daysinstate .............coviiineinenn.... 4,522 7,836 773
In-state expenditures by U.S. hunters........... $572,655 $1,216,281 112
State resident hunters .. ..................... 340 512 NEST|
Total expenditures by state residents ........... $670,341 $1,312,095 NS96
Away-From-Home Wildlife Watching
Participants instate. . ....................... 638 704 NS10
Daysinstate .............cviinernernann.. 7,656 6,434 NS_16
State resident participants. ................... 683 652 NS_5
Around-The-Home Wildlife Watching
Total participants. . .. ....................... 2,385 2,752 RE5
ODbBSEIVEIS . .\ ottt e 1,551 1,631 N5
Feeders . ..... ... ... .. . . .. . .. . ... ... 2,171 2,256 R
Wildlife-Watching Expenditures
In-state expenditures by U.S. wildlife watchers. .. $757,300 $1,306,257 72
Total expenditures by state residents ........... $955,221 $1,958,371 NS105

NS Not different from zero at the 10 percent level of significance
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lllinois 2006 and 2011 Comparison
(Numbers in thousands. Expenditures in 2011 dollars)

2006 2011 Percent change
Fishing
Anglersinstate . .......... ... i 873 1,044 NS20
Daysinstate ................oiiiiinan. . 16,881 13,343 RED1
In-state expenditures by U.S. anglers .. ......... $863,961 $972,729 NS13
State resident anglers . ...................... 1,034 1,236 NS20
Total expenditures by state residents ........... $1,467,450 $1,476,381 R
Hunting
Huntersinstate............................ 316 512 62
Days inState . . ....ovvtnet i 4,688 7,836 NS67
In-state expenditures by U.S. hunters........... $426,153 $1,216,281 185
State resident hunters ... .................... 272 512 88
Total expenditures by state residents ........... $465,220 $1,312,095 182
Away-From-Home Wildlife Watching
Participants instate. . .. ..................... 837 704 NS_16
Days inState .. ....ovetnet i 5,686 6,434 R 3}
State resident participants. ................... 756 652 NS_14
Around-The-Home Wildlife Watching
Total participants. . . ........................ 2,258 2,752 22
ODbBSEIVETS . . ottt et e 1,460 1,631 RS2
Feeders . ... 1,945 2,256 NEG
Wildlife-Watching Expenditures
In-state expenditures by U.S. wildlife watchers . . . $1,265,129 $1,306,257 23
Total expenditures by state residents ........... $1,524,013 $1,958,371 N$29
NS Not different from zero at the 10 percent level of significance

Number of People Who Hunted Number of People Who Wildlife Total Expenditures by

and Fished in Illinois: 2001-2011 Watched in Illinois: 2001-2011 Participants in lllinois

(In thousands) (In thousands) (In millions of 2011 dollars)

- Anglers - Around the home - Anglers
- Hunters - Away from home - Hunters

|| wildife Watchers

2,752

1,237 1,265 1216 1,306

2001 2006 2011 2001 2006 2011 2001 2006 2011
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Guide to Statistical Tables

Purpose and Coverage of Tables

The statistical tables of this report were
designed to meet a wide range of needs
for those interested in wildlife-related
recreation. Special terms used in these
tables are defined in Appendix A.

The tables are based on responses to
the 2011 Survey, which was designed
to collect data about participation in
wildlife-related recreation. To have
taken part in the Survey, a respondent
must have been a U.S. resident (a
resident of one of the 50 states or the
District of Columbia). No one residing
outside the United States (including
U.S. citizens) was eligible for inter-
viewing. Therefore, reported state and
national totals do not include partici-
pation by those who were not U.S.
residents or who were U.S. citizens
residing outside the United States.

Comparability With Previous
Surveys

The numbers reported can be compared
with those in the 1991, 1996, 2001, and
2006 Survey Reports. The methodology
used in 2011 was similar to that used in
those Surveys. These results should not
be directly compared to results from
Surveys earlier than 1991 since there
were major changes in methodology.
These changes were made to improve
accuracy in the information provided.

Coverage of an Individual Table

Since the Survey covers many activi-
ties in various places by participants
of different ages, all table titles,
headnotes, stubs, and footnotes are
designed to identify and articulate each
item being reported in the table. For
example, the title of Table 2 shows that
data about anglers and hunters, their
days of participation, and their number
of trips are reported by type of activity.
By contrast, the title of Table 7 indi-
cates that it contains data on freshwater
anglers and the days they fished for
different species.

16 2011 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation—Illinois

Percentages Reported in the Tahles

Percentages are reported in the tables
for the convenience of the user. When
exclusive groups are being reported, the
base of a percentage is apparent from
its context because the percents add to
100 percent (plus or minus a rounding
error). For example, Table 2 reports

the number of trips taken by big game
hunters, those taken by small game
hunters, those taken by migratory bird
hunters, and those taken by hunters
pursuing other animals. These comprise
100 percent because they are exclusive
categories.

Percents should not add to 100

when nonexclusive groups are being
reported. Using Table 2 as an example
again, note that adding the percentages
associated with the total num