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Agenda 

 Overview of Federal Statistical Research Data 
Center Program 
 SIPP Data in the FSRDCs 
 FSRDC Environment 
 Physical Environment 
 Collaboration 
 Disclosure Avoidance Review 

 Project Proposals 
 

 

 



Role of Federal Statistical 
Research Data Center Program 
 To facilitate 
 research 
 for a statistical purpose 

 Increase access to a wide variety of micro data 
 Improve utility and quality of federal statistics 
 Address policy questions 



Federal Statistical Research Data 
Center Program 

 Began at Census Bureau HQ in mid-1980’s 
 Increased access through remote RDCs in 

Boston and Carnegie Mellon University in mid-
1990’s 
 Currently 18 RDCs, with 6 in development 

 
 

 



Current FSRDC Program 



Available SIPP Data 
 Survey of Income and Program Participation 
 1984-2008 panels 
 1984-1993 panels edited longitudinally and cross-

sectionally 

 Future panels as available 



Available SIPP Data 
 More details than Public Use Files 
 No, or minimal, top-coding 
 Uncollapsed variables 
 Finer geographic detail 

 Match to external sources 
 Other public use or macro-level data 
 Link by geography or PIKs 
 



Linking SIPP Data 
 To Surveys 
 Expand the scope of respondent information 

 To Administrative Records 
 Introduce new measures  
 Verify reported measures 
 CLIPP 
 



FSRDC Environment 
Confidentiality 

 Respondent confidentiality is paramount 
 Data stripped of Personally Identifiable 

Information (PII) 
 Name 
 Address 
 DOB 
 SSN 

 PII replaced with a Protected Identification 
Key (PIK) 

 



FSRDC Environment 
Physical Security 

 Secure Census facility within host institution 
 Census employee on-site at all RDCs 
 Authorized personnel only 
 Researcher Special Sworn Status  
 Requires moderate level background check 
 Oath of confidentiality is for life 

 Data accessed via secure connection from thin 
client device to Census data facility in Bowie, MD 

 Printing strictly controlled 
 No internet access 
 



FSRDC Environment 
Collaboration 

 Each project has “home” RDC 
 Researchers may collaborate across RDCs 
 Projects may move “homes” as researchers 

relocate 

 RDC Administrator  
 Coordinates project access across RDCs 
 Coordinates review of output 

 



FSRDC Environment 
Disclosure Avoidance Review 

 Analyses are model-based; tabulations 
discouraged 

 Prepare disclosure request with RDC 
Administrator assistance 

 RDC Administrator reviews 
 Center for Disclosure Avoidance Research reviews 
 Output released electronically after approval 
 Researcher papers 
 Census does not review researcher papers 
 Papers should include standard Census disclaimer 



Project Proposals 

 Required for all projects using Census Bureau 
data 

 Three stages of review 
 RDC Development and Review 
 Abstract 
 Proposal 
 Predominant Purpose Statement 

 Census Bureau Review 
 5 concurrent reviews  

 Other Agency Review 
 SSA, BLS, IRS – any agency providing some of the project’s 

data 



Project Proposals 
Proposal Development 

 Abstract 
 Proposal  
 15-20 pages 
 Define research agenda 
 Review CES Working Papers 

(http://ideas.repec.org/s/cen/wpaper.html) 
 Predominant Purpose Statement (PPS) 
 States proposed benefits to Census Bureau 
 Justifies data requirement with focus on the use of 

Federal Tax Information (FTI) 
 Project timeline 

http://ideas.repec.org/s/cen/wpaper.html


Census Project Proposals 
Review Criteria 

 Scientific merit 
 Requires non-public data 
 Provides benefit to Census Bureau programs 
 Is feasible 
 Sensitive population? 
 Poses no risk of disclosure of individual or 

business 



Census Project Proposals 
Benefits to Census Bureau 

 Census-IRS Criteria Agreement 
 Helps Census check data it collects, edits, and 

tabulates 
 Permits rigorous analysis of confidential data 
 Tests validity of data processing rules 
 Evaluates conceptual and processing assumptions 

 Prepares new economic or population 
estimates 



Project Proposals  
Other Agency Review 

 Projects using Economic Data require IRS 
review 
 Datasets  
 Number of researchers 
 Years of access 
 Project timeline 
 Annual reports and Post-project certification 



Project Proposals  
 Timing 

 Census review  
 ~75 days 

 Other Agency review  
 3 to 6 months 

 Special Sworn Status 
 Concurrent with Agency review  
 3 to 5 months 



More Information 

 Links 
 Center for Economic Studies 
 www.census.gov/ces 

 Contact 
 Barbara Downs (barbara.a.downs@census.gov) 
 

 

http://www.census.gov/ces
mailto:barbara.a.downs@census.gov
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