
Child & Dependent Care
SIPP Public Use Metadata Report

NOTE: Not in universe will be "." for numeric variables and blank for character variables. 

---

    Status Flag Values

0. Not in universe

1. In universe; as reported

2. Statistical imputation (hot deck)

3. Logical imputation

4. Model-based imputation

5. Cold deck

6. Imputed from a range

7. Combination of 1 and 2/3/5/6

8. Combination of 2/3/5/6

9. Can be determined from the allocation flags for the components of this recode.

--- 

Although most universe statements reference public use variables, some universes contain variables that are

not available for public use. These variables include: 

EPPMIS1:12: Respondent's interview status this month 

HHINCSCR_MTH: Indicates whether a household member's monthly income falls below 200% of the poverty
level* 

HHINCSCR_YR: Indicates whether a household member's annual income falls below 200% of the poverty
level* 

HHPGMSCR: Indicates whether a household member participated in certain means-tested assistance
programs such as SNAP, WIC, Medicaid, TANF, or GA 

HHRESP: Person number of the household respondent 

HHSTAT: Respondent's status within the household this wave (1 - Returning, 2 - Partial Period Household
Member (may return in later waves), 3 - New, 4 - Inactive, 5 - Partial Period Household Member (will not return
in later waves))  

INC_SCRN: Indicates whether household member's income falls below 200% of the poverty level* (based on
responses to HHINCSCR_YR and HHINCSCR_MTH) 

LAST_MONTH: Last month in household for partial-period household members who left before the interview
date in Waves 2+ 

LNO: Respondent's position on the household roster 

RNALLKIDS: Number of all children (biological, step, or adopted) under 21 for the respondent 

SCREENER_CLUMP: Identifies a group or "clump" of household members likely to share resources among
one another 

* For household members who are part of a clump, the 200% poverty threshold is based on the number of people in the clump.
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Variable EPAR

Description: Child/any child cared for by other parent/step parent while reference parent
worked/went to school.

Universe Description: Reference parent working or going to school in December of reference year and the
number of children in the household between the ages of 0 and 14 is greater than 0.

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: APAR
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ESELF Variable

Description: Child/any child cared for by the reference parent while he/she worked/went to school.
Universe Description: Reference parent working or going to school in December of reference year and the

number of children in the household between the ages of 0 and 14 is greater than 0.
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ASELF
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Variable ESIB15

Description: Child/children cared for by a sibling 15 years or older while reference parent
worked/went to school or when not available.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child under the age of 15 and at least one
child 15 years or older.

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ASIB15
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EGRAN Variable

Description: Child/children cared for by grandparent while reference parent worked/went to school
or when not available.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child under the age of 15.
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AGRAN
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Variable EOTHR

Description: Child/children cared for by other relative while reference parent worked/went to
school or when not available.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child under the age of 15.
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AOTHR
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EFAM Variable

Description: Child/children cared for by family day care provider while reference parent
worked/went to school or was not available.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child under the age of 15.
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AFAM
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Variable ENREL

Description: Child/children cared for by other non-relative while reference parent worked/went to
school or was not available.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child under the age of 15.
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ANREL

Printed On: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 Page 7



EDAYCARE Variable

Description: Child/children cared for in child care center while reference parent worked/went to
school or was not available.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child under the age of 15.
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ADAYCARE
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Variable EDAYHS

Description: Child/children is cared for by a day care that is a Head Start program while reference
parent worked/went to school or was not available.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child under the age of 15 and those who
reported at least one child between ages 2 to 7 was cared for at a child care or day
care center.

Universe: EDAYCARE = 1 and number of children ages 2 to 7 > 0
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ADAYHS
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ENUR Variable

Description: Child/children cared for in a nursery/preschool while reference parent worked/went to
school or was not available.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child between the ages of 2 and 7.
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ANUR
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Variable ENURHS

Description: Is nursery school or preschool a Head Start program?
Universe Description: Child/children cared for in a nursery/preschool Head Start while reference parent

worked/went to school or was not available.
Universe: ENUR=1

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ANURHS
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EHEADST Variable

Description: Child/children cared for by a Head Start program while reference parent worked/went
to school or was not available.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child between the age of 2 and 7 and
who reported that the child(ren) was not cared for at daycare/nursery/preschool.

Universe: Reference parent reported at least one child between the ages of 2 and 7 and
EDAYCARE=2 and ENUR=2

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AHEADST
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Variable EPROG

Description: Child/children cared for by before/after school program while reference parent
worked/went to school or was not available.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child between the ages of 3 and 14.
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: APROG
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EKIDSELF Variable

Description: Child/children cared for themselves while reference parent was not there.
Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child under the age of 15.

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AKIDSELF
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Variable EPAY

Description: Did reference parent or reference parent's family pay for child care arrangements?
Universe Description: Reference parent who reported any use of child care in the month of December

Universe: EPAR=1 or ESIB15=1 or EGRAN=1 or EOTHR=1 or EFAM=1 or ENREL=1 or
EDAY=1 or ENUR=1 or EHEADST=1 or EPROG=1 or EKIDSELF=1

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: APAY
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TPAYWK Variable

Description: How much reference parent or reference parent's family paid for child care in a typical
week in the reference month.

Universe Description: Reference parent who reported paying for child care arrangements in the reference
month.

Universe: EPAY=1
Length: 4

Min: $0
Max: $3,000

Status Flag: APAYWK
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Variable EPAYHELP

Description: Did reference parent receive assistance to pay for child care?
Universe Description: Reference parent who reported any use of child care in the month of December

Universe: EPAR=1 or ESIB15=1 or EGRAN=1 or EOTHR=1 or EFAM=1 or ENREL=1 or
EDAY=1 or ENUR=1 or EHEADST=1 or EPROG=1 or EKIDSELF=1

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: APAYHELP
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EWHOPAID1 Variable

Description: Did welfare or social service help pay for child care?
Universe Description: Reference parent received assistance to pay for child care

Universe: EPAYHELP=1
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AWHOPAIDYN
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Variable EWHOPAID2

Description: Did employer help pay for child care
Universe Description: Reference parent received assistance to pay for child care

Universe: EPAYHELP=1
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AWHOPAIDYN
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EWHOPAID3 Variable

Description: Did non-resident parent help pay for child care?
Universe Description: Reference parent received assistance to pay for child care

Universe: EPAYHELP=1
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AWHOPAIDYN
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Variable EWHOPAID4

Description: Did a relative or friend help pay for child care?
Universe Description: Reference parent received assistance to pay for child care

Universe: EPAYHELP=1
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AWHOPAIDYN
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EWHOPAID5 Variable

Description: Did an other option help pay for child care?
Universe Description: Reference parent received assistance to pay for child care

Universe: EPAYHELP=1
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AWHOPAIDYN
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Variable ELIST

Description: Is reference parent on a waiting list for a child care arrangement?
Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child under the age of 15.

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ALIST
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EWORKMORE Variable

Description: Did child care arrangements prevent reference parent from working or working more?
Universe Description: Reference parent who reported at least one child under the age of 15.

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AWORKMORE
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Variable ETIMELOST

Description: Time lost from work due to problems with child care arrangements.
Universe Description: Reference parent who reported child care arrangements prevented them from

working more
Universe: EWORKMORE=1

Length: 2
Min: 1
Max: 99

Status Flag: ATIMELOST
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ETIMELOST_TP Variable

Description: Amount of time lost from work due to child care problems.
Universe Description: Reference parent who reported child care arrangements prevented them from

working more
Universe: EWORKMORE=1

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Hours

2 Days

3 Weeks

Status Flag: ATIMELOST_TP
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Variable ECHLD_ANY

Description: Did ... receive any child care services or assistance in order to go to work or school or
training?

Universe Description: All persons 15+ with household incomes below 200% of the poverty line who did not
receive child care services or assistance in December.

Universe: EAGE_EHC ge 15 when MONTHCODE = 12, INC_SCRN = 2, EGRAN ne ., and
EPAYHELP ne 1

Length: 1
Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ACHLD_ANY
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ECHLD_MNYN Variable

Description: Did ... receive child care service assistance to go to work or school or training this
month (1-12)?

Universe Description: All persons who received child care services or assistance during the reference
period.

Universe: ECHLD_ANY = 1 OR EPAYHELP = 1
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ACHLD_MNYN
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Variable RDAYCARE

Description: Child is in day care
Universe Description: Child ages 0 to 14 is in day care

Universe: EDAYCARE = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARDAYCARE
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RDAYHS Variable

Description: Child is in a Head Start day care
Universe Description: Child ages 2 to 7 is in Head Start Day Care

Universe: EDAYHS = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARDAYHS
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Variable RFAM

Description: Child is in family day care
Universe Description: Child ages 0 to 14 is in a family day care

Universe: EFAM = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARFAM
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RGRAN Variable

Description: Child is cared for by grandparent
Universe Description: Child ages 0 to 14 is cared for by grandparent

Universe: EGRAN = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARGRAN
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Variable RHEADST

Description: Child is in Head Start
Universe Description: Child ages 2 to 7 is in Head Start

Universe: EHEADST = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARHEADST
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RKIDSELF Variable

Description: Child cares for self
Universe Description: Child ages 0 to 14 care for self

Universe: EKIDSELF = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARKIDSELF
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Variable RNREL

Description: Child is in non-relative care
Universe Description: Child ages 0 to 14 is in non-relative child care

Universe: ENREL = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARNREL
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RNUR Variable

Description: Child is in nursery care
Universe Description: Child ages 2 to 7 is in nursery school

Universe: ENUR = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARNUR
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Variable RNURHS

Description: Child is in Head Start nursery care
Universe Description: Child ages 2 to 7 is in nursery school Head Start

Universe: ENURHS = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARNURHS
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ROTHR Variable

Description: Child uses other type of child care
Universe Description: Child ages 0 to 14 is in other type of care

Universe: EOTHR = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: AROTHR
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Variable RPAR

Description: Child is cared for by other parent
Universe Description: Child ages 0 to 14 is cared for by other parent while reference parent works

Universe: EPAR = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARPAR
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RPROG Variable

Description: Child is in before/after school care
Universe Description: Child ages 3 to 14 is in a before/after school program

Universe: EPROG = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARPROG
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Variable RSELF

Description: Child is cared for by parent while working
Universe Description: Child ages 0 to 14 is cared for by reference parent while working

Universe: ESELF = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARSELF

Printed On: Tuesday, August 14, 2018 Page 41



RSIB15 Variable

Description: Child is cared for by sibling 15 and older
Universe Description: Child ages 0 to 14 is cared for by a sibling

Universe: ESIB15 = 1 OR 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ARSIB15
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Variable ECREPAYANYON

Description: Did ... pay for the care of a child or a disabled person so that a household member
could work, attend training, or look for a job in December of the reference year?

Universe Description: All people age 15+ in December of the reference year who is the reference person in
the household with either relatives or non-relatives living in the household at the
interview month and there are two or more people living in the household.

Universe: EAGE_EHC(12) ge 15 and (ERELRP = 1 or 2) and PCNT ge 2
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No

Status Flag: ACREPAYANYON
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TDEPNDNTEXP Variable

Description: What was the total cost of the dependent care arrangements in December of the
reference year?

Universe Description: All people that indicate that they did pay for dependent care in for a child or disable
individual in the household in December of the reference year.

Universe: ECREPAYANYON = 1
Length: 9

Min: $1
Max: $100,000,000

Status Flag: ADEPNDNTEXP
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Variable EREFPAR

Description: Child-level variable that identifies the PNUM of parent/guardian of the child.
Universe Description: Children who are 17 years old or younger at month 12 of the reference year.

Universe: EAGE_EHC less than or equal to 17 at month 12.
Length: 3

Min: 101
Max: 499
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ERP Variable

Description: Identifies if adult is a reference parent to any household children under 18 years old
Universe Description: Respondent is at least 15 years old

Universe: TAGE ge 15
Length: 1

Answer List:

Value: Description:

1 Yes

2 No
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