
USER NOTE
SPD - 3rd LONGITUDINAL FILE

A revised data dictionary and data file were released on March 7, 2006. In the previous 
SPD 3rd longitudinal file, people who permanently left the universe were incorrectly 
classified as "longitudinally non-interviewed." Zero weights were given to people who were 
qualified to be classified as longitudinally interviewed until they died or permanently 
moved outside the survey universe, and through the non-interview adjustment, others in the 
sample were weighted up to account for them. This error creates a bias by transferring the 
weights of these dead and out-of-universe people to the living, longitudinally interviewed 
sample people. Therefore, on the previous SPD 3rd longitudinal file, the longitudinally 
interviewed sample people represented incorrectly both the living people and the dead and 
out-of-scope people in the SPD/SIPP universe. From the estimation standpoint, the final 
weights on the previous SPD 3rd longitudinal file would produce substantial over-
estimation of living people. On the current SPD 3rd longitudinal file, we have corrected this 
error by reweighting the file and classifying these people as longitudinally interviewed up 
until they came out of scope. 


