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Activity ltems

The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version.

* Item 1:1930s Overview

* Item 2:1930s Decennial Census Questionnaire

« Item 3: Unemployment (Results of 1930 Decennial Census)

= ltem 4:1937 Unemployment Census

= Item 5: Photo of Employees and Supervisors Processing the 1937 Unemployment Census

+ Item 6: Photo of Vice President John Garner and Unemployment Census Director John Biggers

Student Learning Objectives

« | will be able to use census data to describe unemployment numbers from the 1930s and to make
inferences about the plot, setting, and conflict in “To Kill a Mockingbird.”

« | will be able to use the RAFT technique to create a written piece that demonstrates an understanding of
1930s America and an explanation for why the major events occurring during this time period are relevant
to the first three chapters of “To Kill a Mockingbird.”
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“TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD": AN INTRODUCTION TO 1930S AMERICA STUDENT VERSION

NAME: DATE:

Part 1

Review Items 1-6, then answer the following questions about what was going on in the 1930s, when “To Kill a
Mockingbird” took place.

1. What is the purpose of the U.S. Census Bureau? Who works to support the Census Bureau, and what
do they do?

2. Why was the 1930s decennial census so important?

3. What was the issue with the way that the Census Bureau was asking about unemployment in the 1930
decennial census?

4. For the 1930 decennial census, people were sorted by designated classes A through G. Which class or
classes provide the most accurate depiction of unemployment in the 1930s?
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5. Why did Congress mandate a special unemployment census in January 19317

6. What was noteworthy about the second unemployment census conducted in 19377

7. Inthe early 1930s, 15 million Americans were unemployed. Does Item 3, Page 461, Table 1, confirm that
number? Why or why not? Explain.

8. How would you summarize what life was like in the 1930s?

9. How will these Census Bureau data and background information help you understand the novel? What
can you already conclude about “To Kill a Mockingbird”?

CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS ENGLISH | PAGE2


https://www.census.gov/schools

“TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD": AN INTRODUCTION TO 1930S AMERICA STUDENT VERSION

10. How might a family be affected if one or both parents are unemployed?

1. What are some sacrifices or trade-offs that people might have to make if they do not have a job? Explain.

12. How might a community be affected if lots of people living there lose their jobs?

13. Based on what you now know about life during the 1930s, and the inferences you've made about how
unemployment and poverty can affect families and communities, what predictions do you have about the
setting and conflict in the novel?
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Part 2

Now that you've started reading “To Kill a Mockingbird,” you will write a response using the RAFT technique:
Role of the writer, Audience, Format, Topic.

First, you must decide how you will complete your RAFT response. The only thing decided for you is the topic:
poverty in the 1930s. Your writing must include both references to and direct quotes from the novel and/or the
readings from Part 1.

Keep in mind as you're writing: Your RAFT response must demonstrate that you understand the time period in
which the novel was set, based on Part 1 of this activity.

Who are you as the Scout? Jem? Atticus? Calpurnia? Walter Cunningham? An
writer? enumerator? A reporter? Someone else?

Role of the

Writer
To whom are you Walter Cunningham? The government? The president? A
writing? teacher? The Census Bureau? A group of students? Someone

else?

Audience
What form is your A newspaper article? A diary entry? A letter? A poem?
written piece going to | Something else?
take?

Format
What are you writing | Poverty in the 1930s
about?

Topic
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ltem 1: 1930s Overview

Census Day was April 1, 1930.
Authorizing Legislation

The Fifteenth Census Act, approved June 18, 1929,
authorized "a census of population, agriculture, irrigation,
drainage, distribution, unemployment, and mines [to be] taken
by the Director of the Census." This act was the first to specify
only general areas to be investigated, leaving the content of
specific questions to the discretion of the director. The census
encompassed each state, along with Washington, DC, Alaska,
Hawaii, and Puerto Rico. The governors of Guam, American
Samoa, and the Virgin Islands each completed a census that
same year. So did the governor of the Panama Canal Zone.

Crises and Controversies

In the time between the passage of the act and census day,
the stock market crashed and the nation plunged into the
Great Depression. The public and academics wanted quick
access to the unemployment information collected in the 1930  Herbert C. Hoover was President of the United States
census. The Census Bureau had not planned to process the on Census Day, April 1, 1930.
unemployment information it had collected - which some statisticians considered unreliable - until quite a bit
later and was unequipped to meet these demands. When it did rush its data on unemployment out, the
numbers it reported were attacked as being too low. Congress required a special unemployment census for
January 1931; the data it produced confirmed the severity of the situation.

Intercensal Activity

Congress mandated that another unemployment census be conducted in
1937. This special census was largely voluntary; postal carriers delivered a
form to every residential address in the country and those who were
unemployed were expected to fill it out and mail it back. This special census
is noteworthy because it was an early opportunity for Census Bureau
statisticians to experiment with statistical sampling. Two percent of households )

. . . . William Mott Steuart was Director
were delivered a special census questionnaire whose results were used to of the U.S. Census Bureau on
test the accuracy of the larger census. on Census Day, April 1, 1930.

Steuart

www.census.gov/history/pdf/1930overview.pdf

CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS ENGLISH | PAGES


https://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1930overview.pdf

lonnaire

1930s Decennial Census Questi

ltem 2

]

(1
-0 pu jon)g

Mg 2017J0 350

qusordds jo ornjeusig

“suostod 10 wosIod AW WO} KIUBISISS nOYITN FunIApEY

M0 £w ur gm0 o[ W9OQ SUY OMPOYDS 10 SIYY JUYY PUT OMPIYIS
uonumdog poyorduroy) Jo o[dWINNG PANBISL O JO UG O WO
suononIysUL o} puer A[OIED OAUY | JUY) XLUEO XGTWIN T

JINVOITddY J0 FLVOLILIAID

“TOSYOBL JO U3 O3 JO UORTINWNTS I3 SAI[dI0d
T ST, (991AIDS AIBIUI UG PUY 9AVY f 20 Uosupy
IV JSIPN | “JUDY 9 G SGUOU 03 FUPUIS st “Opy
‘SO 3§ JO ‘PIO $99L 9T ‘UOSTIAL T Ay ‘D901 §,U0STIY
"SIy “oWOY 38 BUIAT] UDIP[IYD OU OATY SUOSVIY OUL, "I

y POI[U_ J0JEIOWND oY) UaN[A 108
30 SvaL WoSUIY XY U0y o, 9pIE}I0 UoNTANa0 Ou $UY

WOST, "SI A0q ‘UOSTIY "SI Aq v pofojdumo st
W oW U i0q 00 s)uaswd Joy PUT VI O[T ‘Puv
“Eivy ur wioq esox syuazed sy PUS YUIPU] Uy Woq s
e ysdug yvads puv LA Puv P Yl0q UL pus ‘ofv
30 $1U94 G UIOq ALV BF PUT VNP JUOL JO euua U1 0914108
S10puaz aff ‘osnoy oy} 10§ JUIL [UNIT O SAUA WP AMIM
v

VW J19Y) JO [[¥ ULV} 93 UO PaA
¥ £ 0 potLvw wooq 0avY 0y,  "0[dood poyg
-npo A 10q IV UOSTIY SN PUT N -0£6T ‘9 Mdy
0 (2 SUA OSTY “IJy PUT 20q0JD0) UL § SV HOSTIY BN
“So[BA\. U1 1000 107] UV TS1005) Uy L0 ST 03T 8,01
SIF  "OJiA\ ST SUAL 08 PUY ‘00SSIUUD, UI UI0 SV JIYIOU
SIF ULV} 9U} UO UI0q §30q 030 JIYIE} STy UT_UOSTIY
Iy oSV T ouLOWU ‘O SIY I 9S00 OB4v] oy
sa1dnooo oum “osRJY [ WYL Aq ‘90UMIQUINOUD Jo oAl
“pouO S1 wIw} 94T, "PUOY YUO UO JUO} WO JO 1104 98
0 s9smOY 7 §U 3T * “UOSKITY JO S 9J0100100 O} TILN

SI0qUOT 0Y} ST OUOLUT 0} 93 49 [[9 0} J0}TIWNUD O}
T 30U PIP 0YS 3nq ‘] AIWUBE U0 E SVA OYS 5N} ‘05U Lo
Suimp} pur J01 pip o1

“IUAL TIAD 913

9} Jo uosTAadS [v30uRS PUY puv w
QWIOY JOY PV OUS  “AVPYIG ISV &
Sy Sogjour of

¥ ow0oq OF "SI Ul 9HAI00) UIOPALOF WO i
SUA PUY EGST UT S9JUIS POYIN( 93 0} WD Jnq ‘g8 o

Axmpy sy s
SI "o Jdudiupg

AuAw SUM [Ty S AU FUIATs ‘wolTy
L "TIA “A%Yy “A[rurs; o3 Jo POy oy 008 03 OI[ PIMOM a1 JT
1078IDWINUD O} POYST JUTAIDS O} J0013g UOSTIAL 60F IV
“PA[Fo 10jBIomnUd oy,

S8 Yuuq oy 03 waop 03 0 £puai Juosd sua puoumq

GIY S AIAD QWO $903 JUVAIS O} NG JUTAIS
© svq puv esnoy sdaoy puoum(y sy 0g6T ‘e udy
U0 uioq sum ‘wvop 'quq oyy puv ‘g6I ‘07 JequisaoN
U0 wioq SEM VSO oumy ‘ooyos o) oF jou pip puv
Aupuinq 3svy sty w0 g sUAL AIOH ST "[0YYS UBY IV

L ATUOR 4]y AV 20)0umT 0 900G TOMIAL 108 1V
*SULIG} @ PoJBIAINUD OS[Y PU O W

‘sSuPAP 6g7 Fu1Sdn0o ‘SorIILy (07 PYEIOEITD U Y
siup snojaoud xis o ug “uosyou[ 1o maos o up “oons
OSTIAL 20F 36 8 [ “Aupsan, Jo Suruiour ot} uo 10K
wuSoq WUVIPU] Jo MM 0SIAIANS WG oMY UF E-1T
0MSI(]_ ORwREMUY Su pojwuisap puE LAunoo L
up pojumys ‘dUSUAOJ, UOSIOFOf 0) JOJTMNUD AN,

TALLYHAVN s

WO1y Q0SS v noYIIA SUNIMDUTY TN0 N0S I N0
15 0q uv> ‘Suoponajsuy

DOIY 04 0} S OPIDS I,
pojud oq} LV 4930 G0°palTy

o5
o1 Mouy nos i
“O[POo% 0A0QU I} O EIJUD 0L} OYTUL SN TIOK S9Ny 0L
PUU ‘ARG SIY) Uy PONSIUNJ UOPVULIONUT O} WOLT
“150} 0} U0 a0u SupuurHoq 9305
-0q pax A[jIu> oq PIoYs ydvaduid Fups
(oS o 10 PUD 0} 48 VPRI
:

QARBISNIIL O} JO OUq Oy O suoyINISuL O} PURY

ST YOIYAL S9I0¥ O JO WLIV} © ST 399135 8Y} JO PUI O3 3V 201 30J 0500y 3O OYM ‘DA SSUY AV I0JBIOWNUD O, -wdog Uy YPBUL) Uf UI0] SBA WD Ay ‘sostuioxd oy ouy sy Supw ‘$9008 01 oY AP0 pET YoM SNOLLONULSNI
- =
[3 0z
61 i
ST I's1]
L1 R 7 B
o1 | - 5
a1 B
V1 7
o1 R R e e e A T i
&3 | B
T | | 11|
oT A e e e e o1 |
6 6
: i =
B e e =
5 E
3 g

3 FT AR B G e O B RS S TS 7 R e SR e ) T 7|
@ e |
3 v 5
T | & [
w| e w | = || = a v @ |2 | o |o| 4| v o Wt o or o | v | o | [ or | o |52 o o T e T I

Pric ﬁmﬂw mm i w mwm ES tl.; S b St HomR mm wa m £ m £ § mm wmm mw m VS wnd Lo opaour st s 5

Fled 2 T—— LR H 08 o5 i o R | £3

£ IR, | it , e O (SR e e kR i R e I O e

SNVHALIA XULSAANI ANY NOLLYANDD0 = | amsvazn HIA 0 HOVIL NOLYONGE | NOLLAOSIQ TNOS3d | “wwvi | munwaL AWYN 4a0aV 10 HOVIA
“0861 w0 our £q =n n 1 Jo omey
3INAIHOS NOILLYINdod (s e ey gt s o
G — "0\ PUISI( §,205112dng L a¥Td
v 0€61 *SELVIS QALINA THL 10 SOSNT) HINAALIIL o v U e e
‘0N 190113 b | SOSNED THL 40 NVIINI—IDITNINOD 40 INTNINVIAA

BF-9T WIOT SN eSS e RoY v £q 3no paf[Lg °q o L—FINAIHIS LSTL

g —

v i

www.census.gov/ history/pdf/1930_questionnaire.pdf

PAGE 6

ENGLISH

CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS


https://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/history/pdf/1930_questionnaire.pdf

“TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD": AN INTRODUCTION TO 1930S AMERICA

STUDENT VERSION

ltem 3: Unemployment (Results of 1930 Decennial Census)

S S ’;J

UNEMPLOYMENT

INTRODUCTION

The census of unemployment was taken in April, 1930, as a part of the
enumeration of the population for the Fifteenth Census. The enumerators were
instructed to ask each person reporting a gainful occupation whether or not he
(or she) was at work on the preceding day. If not, the enumerator was instructed
to obtain further information and to make entries on a separate unemployment
schedule. )

Unemployment classes.—Since the enumerators were asked to make entries
on the unemployment schedule for all persons who were not at work “yesterday,”
it is obvious that many persons were returned on these schedules who were not
“unemployed,” in accordance with the general acceptance of the term. The
returns were therefore separated, in accordance with answers to specific questions
on the schedule, into seven classes, designated classes A, B, C, D, E, F, and G.

Class A, comprising all persons reported as ‘““out of a job, able to work, and
looking for & job,”” which constitutes by far the greater part of the unemployment
returns, is made up of those persons who are unemployed in the strictest sense
of the term.

Class B, comprising persons ‘“having jobs but on lay-off without pay, excluding
those sick or voluntarily idle,”’ includes many persons who are working on part
time and are therefore better situated than those who have no johs at all. The
question as to whether a man has a job or not has proved to be a difficult one to
answer, and class B includes many persons who have been laid off from their jobs
for long periods (the tabulation by weeks idle will show how long), some of whom
are practically in the same position as those in class A. Nominally, they have a
job, but practically they are not receiving any income from that job, and they
may have no definite promise as to when that income will be resumed.

Class C is made up of persons “out of a job and unable to work,” and Class D
of persons “having jobs but idle on account of sickness or disability.” Their
separation from their jobs is a matter of personal misfortune rather than the
result of a scarcity of employment.

Classes E, F, and G are made up for the most part of persons whose idleness is
voluntary, and who were included in the unemployment count as an incidental
result of the method of selection used. Class E is composed of persons able to
work and having no job, who were reported by the enumerator as not'looking for
work. Class F is made up of persons having jobs but not drawing pay, for whom
the reason for idleness was reported to be ‘“‘voluntary lay-off,”’ or its equivalent.
Class & includes all those having jobs who were reported by the enumerator as
ndt losing pay as a result of their idleness, being mainly persons on vacation with
pay.

" The detailed tabulations shown in the following tables are limited to classes
A and B. These two classes include practically all persons returned on the unem-
ployment schedules who would be considered as “unemployed” in the commonly

accepted meaning of the term.
459
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460 ABSTRACT OF THE CENSUS—UNEMPLOYMENT

Gainful workers.— The term ‘““gainful workers,” as it is used in the census
reports, includes all persons who usually work at a gainful occupation, even
though they may not have been actually employed or at work at the time the
census was taken. While occupations are occasionally returned for children
under 10 years of age, the figures presented in the tables, both for gainful workers
and for the several unemployment classes, represent persons 10 years old and
over.

The special census of unemployment.—In January, 1931, a special census of
unemployment was taken in 21 selected areas, of which 18 were entire cities and
3 were boroughs of New York City. The combined population of these cities
and boroughs, according to the Fifteenth Census, was 20,638,981, amounting to
16.8 per cent of the total population and 56.8 per cent of the population living in
cities of 100,000 or more inhabitants.

In order to make the returns comparable with those of the unemployment census
of April, 1930, the same schedule form was used as in the census of the previous
vear, with the addition of questions on sex, age, occupation, marital condition,
color, and nativity, which in 1930 were transcribed to the unemployment schedule
from the population schedule. So far as possible the same enumerators who
canvassed these areas in 1930 were reemployed for the special census. These
enumerators were instructed to visit each family and to inquire of some responsi-
ble person whether or not any member of the household who ordinarily worked
at a gainful occupation was uncmployed on the preceding day, or on the last
regular working day and, if so, to ask the specified questions and make detailed
entries on the special unemployment schedule.

Detailed reports on unemployment.—The statistics on unemployment pre-
sented in this section have been taken from the two volumes of the Fifteenth
Census Reports on Unemployment, in which the subjects covered are presented
in much greater detail. These volumes are:

Volume I. Unemployment Returns by Classes for States, Counties,
Urban and Rural Areas, and Cities.
Unemployment bulletins: Published for each State, with a
_ summary bulletin for the United States as a whole.

Volume II. General Report: Statistics by Subjects.
This volume comprises the following chapters:
Chapter 1. Unemployment by Occupation.
Chapter 2. Unemployment by Period of Idleness.
Chapter 3. Unemployment by Marital Condition.
Chapter 4. Part-time Employment.
Chapter 5. The Special Census of Unemployment,
January, 1931.
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UNEMPLOYMENT CLASSES

461

TaBLE 1.—~UNBEMPLOYMENT RETURNS BY CLASSES, BY SEX, FOR THE ]
s ' NITED

StaTEs: 1930

DESCRIPTION OF CLASS Total Male Female
Total population. .- ..-..- o oo e e e 122,775,046 || 62,137,080 | 60, 637, 968
Population 10 years old and over........_.. e e SR 98,723,047 || 49,949,798 | 48,773, 249
Gainful workers (persons reporting a gainful oceupation)....| 48,829,920 38,077,804 | 10,752, 116
UNEMPLOYMENT RETURNS BY CLASSES
CLASS A.—Persons out of a job, able to work, and looking for a job.. 2,429,062 2,058, 738 370, 324
Per cent of total DOPWALION o oo oo 2.0 3.3 0.6
Per cont of gainful workers...... e 5.0 5.4 34
Crass B.—Persons having jobs but on lay-off without pay, excluding
those sick or voluntarily idle. - 758, 585 627, 407 131, 178
Per cent of total population. . a——- - 0.6 1.0 0.2
Per cent of gainfal Workers. .o ooe ool 1.6 1.6 1.2
Crass C.—Persons out of a job and unable 10 WOrk_ - vveeeeeue . 172, 661 140, 864 31,797
Crass D.—Persons having jobs but idle on account of sickness or dis- | |
DU e e e e e e e 273, 588 208, 278 65, 310
CLASS TB.~Persons out of a job and not looking for work- oo 87,988 81, 068 26,920
Crass F.—Persons having jobs but voluntarily idle, without pay.... 84, 535 60, 254 24, 341
Crass G.—Persons having jobs and drawing pay, though not at
work (0N YCAion, 0C.) cmm e e et a e e 82,335 63, 544 18,701

TasLe 2.—UNEMrLOYMENT CrassEs A AND B, By SEX, CoLOR, Anp NaTIviTY,
POR THE UNITED STATES: 1930

Native Foreign- T s Other
CLASS, 8EX, BTC. Total white  |born white Negro | Mexican Taces
Total population..._._...... 122,775,048 || 95,497,800 |13, 368,407 11,891, 143 |1, 422, 533 | 507, 163
Male. e e 62,137,080 |I 48,010,145 | 7,153,709 | 5,855, 669 | 758, 674 | 358, 883
Female oo cemcan e ccieena 60, 637, 966 || 47, 487,655 | 6,212,608 | 6,035,474 | 663, 859 | 238, 280
Crass A.—Persons qut of a job, able to
work, and looking for a job. cnevnan-- 2,429,062 1| 1, 613, 860 514, 536 255, 931 34, 782 9, 954
B ) S, 2,088,738 || 1,356,444 473,311 187, 355 32,203 9,425
Female i 370, 324 257,416 41, 224 68, 576 2, 579 529
Per cent of population:
Total ——— 2.0 L7 3.8 2.2 2.4 17
Maleo oo 3.3 2.8 6.6 3.2 .2 2.6
Temale oo aveceaee 0.6 0.5 0.7 L1 4 0.2
Crass B.—Persons having jobs but on
lay-off without pay, excluding those
sick or volumtarily idle. 758, 585 512, 680 167, 340 65, 605 10, 274 2, 686
627,407 417, 695 149, 926 48,220 9, 027 2, 539
131,178 94, 985 17,414 17,385 1, 247 147
0.8 0.5 1.3 0.6 0.7 0.4
1.0 0.9 2.1 0.8 12 0.7
0. 0.2 0.3 0.3 0.2 0.1

wwwZ2.census.qgov/prod2/decennial/documents/00476589ch06.pdf
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“TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD": AN INTRODUCTION TO 1930S AMERICA STUDENT VERSION

ltem 5: Photo of Employees and Supervisors Processing the 1937 Unemployment Census

Census Bureau Director William L. Austin and Unemployment Census Director John D. Biggers supervise the
receipt and check-in of questionnaires from the 1937 unemployment census, November 24, 1937.

www.census.gov/schools/resources/historical-documents/unemployment-census.html
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“TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD": AN INTRODUCTION TO 1930S AMERICA STUDENT VERSION

ltem 6: Photo of Vice President John Garner and
Unemployment Census Director John Biggers

Vice President John Garner selects at random the number of the postal route to be sampled during the 1937
unemployment census, November 19, 1937. To his left is Unemployment Census Director John Biggers.
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