
STUDENT VERSION

ANNOTATING INFORMATIONAL TEXT:  
COLLEGE COMPLETION RATES THROUGH THE GENERATIONS

Activity Item
The following item is part of this activity and appears at the end of this student version.

• Item 1: Over the Hill at 25? College Completion at Higher Ages

Student Learning Objectives
• I will be able to effectively annotate a text to better understand it.

• I will be able to make inferences after reading an informational text.

• I will be able to determine where a text leaves matters uncertain.
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NAME:                DATE:       

Refer to Item 1: Over the Hill at 25? College Completion at Higher Ages.

After your teacher has modeled annotating the first half of the text, read and annotate the second half. Then 
answer the following questions.

1. What is your key takeaway from this text? Summarize in one or two sentences. Cite evidence from the 
text in your answer.

2. The text tells us that when a group of women born in 1935 were in their early 30s (around 1968), 9 
percent had a bachelor’s degree or higher. By 2010, when this same cohort of women were around 75 
years old, 17 percent had a college degree or higher. Explain how immigration and mortality could have 
contributed to this growth.

3. Predict why people with higher education levels have lower mortality rates.

https://www.census.gov/schools
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4. Where does the text leave matters uncertain? What questions do you still have?

5. Think back to what this text tells us overall. What societal problems could occur in the future as a result?

6. How does annotating a text help you better understand what it’s saying?

7. How effective was the author’s style in meeting his purpose? Consider what the purpose of the text is, as 
well as the point of view and style (narrative nonfiction).

8. Reflection: Make inferences as to why individuals may return to college at older ages and/or why people 
might not go right from high school into college.

https://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 1: Over the Hill at 25? College Completion at Higher Ages

https://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 1: Over the Hill at 25? College Completion at Higher Ages (Continued)

www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/research-matters/2016/03/over-the-hill-at-25-college-completion-at-higher-ages.html

https://www.census.gov/schools
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/research-matters/2016/03/over-the-hill-at-25-college-completion-at-higher-ages.html



