Aa STUDENT VERSION

ANNOTATING INFORMATIONAL TEXT:
COLLEGE COMPLETION RATES THROUGH THE GENERATIONS

Activity ltem

The following item is part of this activity and appears at the end of this student version.

« Item 1. Over the Hill at 257 College Completion at Higher Ages

Student Learning Objectives
= | will be able to effectively annotate a text to better understand it.
« | will be able to make inferences after reading an informational text.

= | will be able to determine where a text leaves matters uncertain.
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ANNOTATING INFORMATIONAL TEXT:
COLLEGE COMPLETION RATES THROUGH THE GENERATIONS STUDENT VERSION

NAME: DATE:

Refer to Item 1: Over the Hill at 25? College Completion at Higher Ages.

After your teacher has modeled annotating the first half of the text, read and annotate the second half. Then
answer the following questions.

1. What is your key takeaway from this text? Summarize in one or two sentences. Cite evidence from the
text in your answer.

2. The text tells us that when a group of women born in 1935 were in their early 30s (around 1968), 9
percent had a bachelor’s degree or higher. By 2010, when this same cohort of women were around 75
years old, 17 percent had a college degree or higher. Explain how immigration and mortality could have
contributed to this growth.

3. Predict why people with higher education levels have lower mortality rates.
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4. Where does the text leave matters uncertain? What questions do you still have?

5. Think back to what this text tells us overall. What societal problems could occur in the future as a result?

6. How does annotating a text help you better understand what it's saying?

7. How effective was the author’s style in meeting his purpose? Consider what the purpose of the text is, as
well as the point of view and style (narrative nonfiction).

8. Reflection: Make inferences as to why individuals may return to college at older ages and/or why people
might not go right from high school into college.
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ltem 1: Over the Hill at 257 College Completion at Higher Ages

Over the Hill at 25?7 College Completion at Higher Ages
Thu Mar 31 2016

Written by: Kurt Bauman, Education and Social Stratification Branch

£ Tweet | [fj Share

people get their schooling during their childhood, teens and 20s ...”

across a large portion of their lives to see how education patterns evolved as they got older.

By 2010, when the group was around 75, 17 percent had a bachelor's degree or higher.

FIGURE 1: Percent of Wi with a Bachelor's or Higher Degree by
Birth Cohort and Age, with Regression Lines
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey Years 0' age

although shifts from one cohort to the next are not as smooth as they are for women (not shown).

with bachelor's and higher degrees.
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For many years (since 1942 to be exact) when the U.S. Census Bureau has reported educational attainment, it has focused on the
population age 25 and older. The reason for this practice was that, “The statistics made available today relate only to persons 25
years old and over, those who may generally be considered as having completed their formal education.”

Since then, few have questioned this practice and logic, and researchers have remained comfortable with the assumption that “most

Thinking about education as being “fixed” through most of adulthood makes things easier for researchers who want to examine trends
in education. But in recent years, there have been hints that this traditional assumption is breaking down. To loock more closely, | took
advantage of the large collection of data from the Current Population Survey from 1967 to 2015. | was able to follow age groups

Figure 1 shows trends in the percentage of women who had a bachelor’'s degree or higher for several birth cohorts (women who were
born in the same group of years). Those born around 1935 are at the bottom, having lower education than women who were born
later in the century. When the group was in their early 30s (around 1968), 9 percent of the group had a bachelor’s degree or higher.

A similar pattern can be observed for younger groups of women (born in later years). They have increasingly higher levels of college
completion at age 25 and continue to gain as they move from 25 to older ages. As for men, the story is pretty much the same,

What can we make of the pattern of growth in college completion that takes place across the lives of a group of people? Are we
seeing the result of lots of people who delayed college graduation until later in life? Are other forces at work?

Besides graduation, there are at least two other things that could be happening. First, immigration could be contributing to college
growth at later ages. While many immigrants have low levels of education, there is a large subset of immigrants to the United States
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ltem 1: Over the Hill at 257 College Completion at Higher Ages (Continued)

Another factor affecting the proportion of a cohort having a bachelor's degree is mortality. Research has strongly established a
relationship between education and mortality such that people with bachelor's degrees survive to greater ages, and thus make up a
greater part of the cohort as it gets older.

With the Current Population Survey data, | was able to measure the level of education, the rate of graduation and the effect of
immigration for a set of cohorts of men and women such as those shown in Figure 1. In order to measure mortality, | made use of a
dataset produced by the Census Bureau called the National Longitudinal Mortality Study. Using demographic life-table methods, |
calculated what we might expect for each of these cohorts given the forces we could measure. The question was: Would | be able to
come close to the observed patterns using just these factors?

Figure 2 shows the observed level of college completion for women who were born from 1926 to 1930, which moves in a slightly
jagged pattern from 9 percent at age 38 (the youngest age for which | have data) to 12 percent at age 75. The “model” line is set up to
start at the same point, 9 percent at age 38. From there, | allow graduation, immigration and mortality to change the percentage of the
cohort with a college education, with no constraints. As it turns out, however, the model line runs along a very similar path to that
which is observed from people reporting their levels of education. Both lines show 12 percent of the cohort having a bachelor's degree
at age 75.

Figure 2: Females Born 1926-1930: Observed and Modeled
Proportion with Bachelor's Degree or Higher, by Age
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey 8

When | looked at other cohorts of men and women born from 1926 to 1970, | obtained similar results. Although | was unable to
conduct statistical tests because of the complexity of some of the calculations, the end result is satisfying. What appears at first to be
a strange pattern of college attainment growing throughout the lifespan is indeed the plausible result of basic demographic factors at
work. That is, the growth of education in this country continues across the lifespan because of the willingness of Americans to
continue their education in adulthood and because of the contribution of immigrants who come to this country with higher degrees. A
reward of higher education is greater longevity, which results in a greater share of college-educated people at higher ages. Taken
together, these forces have had an important influence on the growth of education in the past century.
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