
STUDENT VERSION

WRITING FOR CHANGE

Activity Items
The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version.

•	 Item 1: Race and Ethnicity

•	 Item 2: 2010 Census Questionnaire 

•	 Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire

•	 Item 4: Measuring Race and Ethnicity Across the Decades: 1790-2010

Student Learning Objectives
•	 I will cite evidence from a video to explain how students at a high school in New York City got the 

attention of a government agency. 

•	 I will use persuasive writing skills to write a letter to a leader in my community with the goal of 
sparking change.
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Before you begin Part 1, read Item 1: Race and Ethnicity.

Part 1: Race and Ethnicity and the Census
Reread paragraphs 1 and 2 of Item 1 and then answer the following question:

1.	 What’s the difference between the U.S. government’s definition of race and its definition of ethnicity? Use 
evidence from the text to support your answer. 

Continue rereading and then pause right before the charts on Page 2 to answer the next question:

2.	 According to the text, who uses census data about race and ethnicity? How can people access 
these data?

Finish rereading the rest of the text and then answer the following question:

3.	 If someone asked you why census surveys and questionnaires ask about people’s race and ethnicity, what 
would you say? Use a citation from the text to support your answer.

https://www.census.gov/schools


Now look at the copies of the 2010 Census Questionnaire (Item 2) and the American Community Survey 
Questionnaire (Item 3). Circle or highlight all of the questions that ask for race and ethnicity information. 

Part 2: Park East High School Video
Read questions 4 and 5 below. As your teacher plays a video about students who wrote letters to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, watch and listen, and write down the answers to the questions as you discover them.

4.	 What’s an example of a problem a student wrote about in a letter?

5.	 What did the Census Bureau do in response to the students’ honest and persuasive letters?

Before you begin Part 3, read Item 4: Measuring Race and Ethnicity Across the Decades: 1790-2010.

Part 3: Classifying Race and Ethnicity Over Time
Reread the first paragraph of Item 4 and then answer the following question:

6.	 What factors have led to changes in how the U.S. government and the Census Bureau classify 
race and ethnicity?
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Continue rereading—stopping after you have reviewed the visualization and read the “What can we learn from 
this visualization?” section. Then answer the following question:

7.	 After Alaska and Hawaii became states, what changed on the census form?

Continue rereading the rest of Item 4 and then answer the following question:

8.	  According to the text, what has the Census Bureau done to ensure that future census data reflect the way 
people in the United States identify themselves?

CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS� ENGLISH  |  PAGE 3

WRITING FOR CHANGE� STUDENT VERSION

https://www.census.gov/schools


Part 4: Sparking Change With Your Own Writing
You will be writing a letter to a leader in your community describing something you would like to see changed. 
Use the graphic organizer below to organize your thoughts before you write your letter.

Topic or issue My Response

Argument

Details that support 
your argument

Proposed solution 
or call to action
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Use the information in your table to write a persuasive letter explaining what the issue is and how you think it 
should be addressed.
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Item 1: Race and Ethnicity 
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Item 1: Race and Ethnicity (Continued)

www.census.gov/mso/www/training/pdf/race-ethnicity-onepager.pdf
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Item 2: 2010 Census Questionnaire
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Item 2: 2010 Census Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 2: 2010 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS� ENGLISH  |  PAGE 10

WRITING FOR CHANGE� STUDENT VERSION

https://www.census.gov/schools


Item 2: 2010 Census Questionnaire (Continued)

www.census.gov/history/pdf/2010questionnaire.pdf
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)
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Item 3: American Community Survey Questionnaire (Continued)

www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/methodology/questionnaires/2017/quest17.pdf
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Item 4: Measuring Race and Ethnicity Across the Decades: 1790-2010
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Item 4: Measuring Race and Ethnicity Across the Decades: 1790-2010 (Continued)

www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-samplings/2015/11/measuring-race-and-ethnicity-across-the-decades-1790-2010.html
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