
POST-WORLD WAR II GLOBALIZATION 
– U.S. CITIZENS LIVING OVERSEAS
TEACHER VERSION
Subject Level:

High School History

Grade Level:

9–10

Approx. Time Required:

60 minutes

Learning Objective:

•	 Students will be able to describe changes in population data for Americans living overseas 
during the mid- to late 20th century.
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Activity Description
Students will analyze the 1950 Census form for Americans living overseas and 1910–1990 

census data for these Americans to understand the impact of the Cold War on the number of 

U.S. citizens living abroad.

Suggested Grade Level:
9–10

Approximate Time Required:
60 minutes

Learning Objective:
•	 Students will be able to describe changes in population data for Americans living overseas during the 

mid- to late 20th century.

Topics:
•	 The Cold War
•	 Post-World War II era
•	 Rise of globalization

Skills Taught:
•	 Analyzing historical data
•	 Analyzing primary sources

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Material Required
•	 The student version of this activity, 10 pages 

Activity Items
The following items are part of this activity. Items, their sources, and any relevant instructions for viewing them 
online appear at the end of this teacher version.

•	 Item 1: 1950 Census Form P5

•	 Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses

For more information to help you introduce your students to the U.S. Census Bureau, read 
“Census Bureau 101 for Students.” This information sheet can be printed and passed out to your students as well.

Standards Addressed
See charts below. For more information, read 
“Overview of Education Standards and Guidelines Addressed in Statistics in Schools Activities.”

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical Subjects

Standard Strand Cluster

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary 
and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date 
and origin of the information.

RH 9–10 – History/
Social Studies

Key Ideas and 
Details

UCLA National Standards for History: U.S. History Content Standards

Era Standard

9 – Postwar United States 
(1945 to Early 1970s)

Standard 1: The economic boom and social transformation of postwar 
United States

http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/about/students101.html
http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/standards/standards-guideline.html
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/9-10/1/
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/history-standards/us-history-content-standards/united-states-era-9
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/history-standards/us-history-content-standards/united-states-era-9
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UCLA National Standards for History: Historical Thinking Standards

Standard Description

Standard 2: Historical 
Comprehension

Utilize visual and mathematical data. Students will examine population data in a 
table to understand the numbers of U.S. citizens who lived overseas at different 
times in history.

Bloom’s Taxonomy
Students will analyze census data during the 20th century for Americans living overseas.

Creating

Evaluating

Analyzing

Applying

Understanding

Remembering

http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/history-standards/historical-thinking-standards/2.-historical-comprehension
http://www.nchs.ucla.edu/history-standards/historical-thinking-standards/2.-historical-comprehension
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Teacher Notes

Before the Activity
Students must understand the following key terms:

• Civilian – a person who does not serve in the armed forces

• Decennial census – a constitutionally required process for the purpose of reapportioning the U.S. House 
of Representatives, occurring every 10 years, that uses a questionnaire to count all U.S. residents at every 
address in the country (according to where they resided on April 1 of that census year)

• Enumeration – a count of the population

• Globalization – the development of an increasingly integrated international economy

Students should have a basic understanding of the following ideas and concepts:

• The economic and political changes that occurred after World War II, during the Cold War

• How the census is a political mandate (Teachers could go here
<www.census.gov/history/www/reference/apportionment> for more information about the history
of the census.)

Teachers should ask students if they have ever lived overseas and why Americans might do so, both in the past 
and today, encouraging them to think broadly.

During the Activity
Teachers could guide students through the activity if the concepts are unfamiliar. If students have had some 
exposure to the content, teachers could have them complete the activity in pairs or individually.

After the Activity
Teachers should find, or have students find, a secondary source — such as this Migration Policy Institute 
journal article (www.migrationpolicy.org/article/counting-uncountable-overseas-americans) — about counting 
Americans living overseas and should lead a class discussion about it.

Teachers should also assign an exit slip (a written student response to questions that teachers pose at the end 
of an activity) to give students a chance to share what they learned. Teachers could ask:

• What did you read that confirmed what you already knew about this topic?

• What did you read that surprised you?

• What questions do you still have about this topic?

http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www.census.gov/history/www/reference/apportionment
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/counting-uncountable-overseas-americans
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Extension Idea
•	 Teachers could have students research the pros and cons of the U.S. Census Bureau counting overseas 

residents, examining one perspective in this testimony (www.gao.gov/new.items/d041077t.pdf) from the 
U.S. Government Accountability Office.

http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d041077t.pdf
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Student Activity
Click here to download a printable version for students.

Activity Items
The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version.

•	 Item 1: 1950 Census Form P5

•	 Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses

Student Learning Objective
•	 I will be able to describe changes in population data for Americans living overseas during the mid- to late 

20th century.

A new approach to the 1950 Census was among the political responses to the changes in international relations 
and the rise of globalization after World War II. Prior to 1950, Americans living abroad were enumerated by the 
federal agency (military or civilian) that employed them — and as a result, not all Americans living overseas 
were counted. In 1950, U.S. citizens living abroad self-reported as part of the census.

Use Item 1: 1950 Census Form P5 and your background knowledge of the time period to answer the following 
questions and prompts.

1.	 Record several observations and questions about the item.

Student observations will vary but could include:

•	 Hawaii and Alaska were territories in 1950 and so were excluded from the count.

•	 This form was intended only for members of the armed forces and federal employees living 
overseas at the time of the count.

Student questions will vary but could include:

•	 Why were U.S. territories excluded from the census?

•	 How did the United States publicize the census to Americans living overseas who were not 
employed by a federal agency (military or civilian)?

2.	 What historical events between 1940 and 1950 likely influenced the number of Americans 
living overseas?

Student answers will vary but should include two or more of the following: World War II, post-
World War II rebuilding/the Marshall Plan in Europe and Japan, the formation of NATO, the 
containment policy of the Cold War, and the increased U.S. military presence in western Germany.

http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/activities/history/hh-23_student.pdf 
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3.	 Why do you think that the U.S. Census Bureau wanted to collect data on U.S. citizens living abroad 
in 1950?

Student answers will vary but could include that the United States was developing relationships 
with more foreign countries at the time and that the U.S. government wanted to know how many 
Americans were living in countries that were not U.S. allies.

4.	 Based on the options listed in the item, why were Americans living abroad in 1950? For what other 
reasons — not listed on the form — would Americans be living overseas at that time?

According to the form, people lived overseas on deployment with the military or for government 
work. Student answers for the second question will vary but could include that Americans who were 
not government employees lived abroad because they wanted to conduct business internationally 
or simply because they wanted to live in a particular country.

5.	 Create two questions that could have been added to the 1950 Census form to help the Census Bureau 
gain a better understanding of Americans living overseas at that time in history.

Student questions will vary but could include:

•	 In what type of housing structure do you reside?

•	 Do you plan to return to the United States? If so, approximately when?

Use Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses and your background knowledge to answer the following 
questions and prompts.

6.	 Review Table 2: Americans Overseas by Type, 1830, 1840, and 1900–90. Between which two consecutive 
decades during the 20th century (1901–2000) did the Census Bureau see the largest increase in the total 
U.S. population abroad? What was going on during that time that may have caused the increase?

1950–1960. Student answers for the second question will vary but could include an increase in 
diplomatic relations with other countries and the need to support a greater military presence, as 
well as the quickening pace of globalization.

7.	 Still looking at Table 2, which specific sectors of the U.S. population living overseas grew during the time 
period you identified in question 6?

Between 1950 and 1960, populations increased in every sector that was recorded that year, except 
for crews of U.S. merchant vessels.

8.	 What was happening during this time period that might explain the growth of the sectors you identified 
in question 7?

Student answers will vary but could include the American military’s presence overseas to 
help certain countries rebuild after World War II as well as the effort to contain the spread of 
communism leading up to and during the Cold War.

http://www.census.gov/schools
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9.	 Dependents — those who rely on a family member for financial support (typically children) — made up 
a significant proportion of the U.S. population overseas in 1960. What types of services would this group 
have needed while living abroad? How do Census Bureau enumerations help make clear what services 
Americans need?

Student answers for the first question will vary but could include schools and health services. For 
the second question, students should understand that the Census Bureau count helps identify 
the quantity and types of services that a particular population needs so that such support can be 
provided by the government.

10.	Read the rest of the text in the item to learn about how the Census Bureau shifted its enumeration 
methods for U.S. citizens living overseas. Do you think it is important to count Americans overseas as part 
of the census, and do you think the method for counting members of that population matters? Explain.

Student answers will vary but should include some of the reasons listed on pages 3–6 of the item.

Conclusion Question

Reviewing your previous answers in this activity, how do you think enumerations of Americans living overseas 
inform the United States of trends in globalization? Explain.

Student answers will vary.

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 1: 1950 Census Form P5

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: Americans Overseas in U.S. Censuses (Continued)

http://www.census.gov/schools
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