
STUDENT VERSION

THE PROGRESSIVES AND THE 1920 CENSUS

Activity Items
The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version. 

• Item 1: 1920 Decennial Census Political Cartoon

• Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census

• Country of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population 

• Year of Immigration of the Foreign-Born Population 

• Number and Percentage Illiterate  

Student Learning Objectives 
• I will be able to interpret a cartoon about the 1920 Census, explaining the caption and 

illustration in context.

• I will be able to apply evidence drawn from a 1920 Census cartoon to major issues and themes of the 
Progressive movement.

• I will be able to explain the role of census data in political movements.
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 DATE:       NAME:               

Warmup: In the late 1800s, the United States experienced rapid industrial growth. What were the advantages 
and disadvantages of this growth?

1. Brainstorm a list of problems that the Progressives of the early 20th century wanted to “fix.”

2. Examine Item 1: 1920 Decennial Census Political Cartoon. Describe the scene.

3. Who — or what — do you think the man with glasses represents? Why would he need to be “measured 
again”? (Hint: Think about political representation.) Who — or what — do you think the bear represents?

4. What might the number written underneath “14th Census” on the sign represent? How could this number 
relate to immigration, one of the major issues of the period?

www.census.gov/schools
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• Imagine that you are an anti-immigrant activist in the 1920s. Use Item 2: Information About the 1920 
Census to support your position on immigration. Be sure to cite specific data.

• Imagine that you are an industrial leader in favor of immigration in the 1920s. Again, use Item 2: 
Information About the 1920 Census to support your position. Be sure to cite specific data.

5. U.S. cities grew rapidly in the late 19th and early 20th centuries due to immigration; this brought about 
a host of problems associated with overcrowding. What data from Item 2: Information About the 1920 
Census could the Progressives have used to help them illustrate the problems related to urbanization?

6. Political corruption was rampant in the United States in the early 1900s, and the Progressives worked 
to address it. How could they have used information from the 1920 Census to help them battle political 
corruption? Use data from Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census to support your answer. 

7. What role do census data have in political reform movements — historically and today? Cite specific 
examples to support your answer.
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Item 1: 1920 Decennial Census Political Cartoon

Obtained from U.S. Senate. Office of Senate Curator. Series (12/18/1920): Clifford K. Berryman Political Cartoon Collection, 
1896–1949. Record Group 46: Records of the U.S. Senate, 1789–2015.
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Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census

Country of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population

www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1920/volume-2/41084484v2ch08.pdf

To view the document electronically, click on the link above and see Pages 3–8 and 11 of the PDF.

www.census.gov/schools
https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1920/volume-2/41084484v2ch08.pdf
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Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census (Continued)

Country of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population
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Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census (Continued)

Country of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population
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Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census (Continued)

Country of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population

www.census.gov/schools


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS HISTORY | PAGE 9

Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census (Continued)

Country of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population

www.census.gov/schools


CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS HISTORY | PAGE 10

Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census (Continued) 

Country of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population
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Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census (Continued) 

Country of Birth of the Foreign-Born Population
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Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census (Continued) 

Year of Immigration of the Foreign-Born Population

www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1920/volume-2/41084484v2ch09.pdf

To view the document electronically, click on the link above and see Pages 5, 8, and 22 of the PDF.

www.census.gov/schools
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Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census (Continued) 

Year of Immigration of the Foreign-Born Population
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Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census (Continued) 

Year of Immigration of the Foreign-Born Population
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Item 2: Information About the 1920 Census (Continued)

Number and Percentage Illiterate

www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1920/volume-2/41084484v2ch14.pdf

To view the document electronically, click on the link above and see Page 10 of the PDF. 
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