
POPULATION PROFILE OF OUR NEW NATION: 
A COMPARISON OF THE 1790 AND 1800 CENSUSES

STUDENT VERSION

Activity Items
The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version. 

•	 Item 1: Summative Data From 1790 Census 

•	 Item 2: Summative Data From 1800 Census 

•	 Item 3: Blank Map, 1790 

Student Learning Objectives 
•	 I will be able to read and interpret data sets and formulate conclusions. 

•	 I will be able to compare the populations of states to make determinations about climate, soil, and 
geographic size.
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NAME:                                DATE:            

1.	 Using colored pencils and the provided documents — Item 1: Summative Data From 1790 Census and 
Item 3: Blank Map, 1790 — color the original 13 states on your blank map. Remember: Kentucky and 
Vermont were not established as states in 1790, and Maine was part of Massachusetts. Follow these 
instructions:

•	 In red, color the states with the first, second, and third highest populations.

•	 In green, color the states with the fourth, fifth, and sixth highest populations.

•	 In brown, color the states with the seventh, eighth, and ninth highest populations.

•	 In blue, color the states with the four lowest population totals. 

When you’re done, use a regular pencil to write a number — from 1 to 13, with 1 being the largest 
population and 13 being the smallest — on each state to indicate that state’s population rank. 

2.	 Summarize your findings about the populations of the original 13 states in 1790.

3.	 What conclusions can you draw about how slavery affected the populations of southern and northern 
states?

4.	 Why might the southern states have had larger populations of enslaved people than the northern states?

Minimum Space After for 
High School questions is 
1.125”

www.census.gov/schools
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5.	 Examine Item 2: Summative Data From 1800 Census. Which three states, including their districts and 
returns, had the largest populations? (Remember: Kentucky and Vermont are now recognized as states, 
so take their numbers into account.) List these states in order of population, from largest to smallest. Did 
these states also have the largest populations in 1790? 

6.	 How many states saw their populations increase from 1790 to 1800? Which state’s population grew the 
least?

7.	 Of the southern states, which saw the largest increase of enslaved people from 1790 to 1800?

8.	 Of the southern states, which one saw its population of enslaved people stay roughly the same from 1790 
to 1800? Did this state’s total population increase?

9.	 According to the 1790 Census, Massachusetts (including Maine) was the only state without an enslaved 
population. Which other state did not have an enslaved population in 1800?

www.census.gov/schools
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10.	Examine the categories in Item 1: Summative Data From 1790 Census and Item 2: Summative Data From 
1800 Census. What do these categories communicate about American society in the late 18th and early 
19th centuries?

www.census.gov/schools
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Item 1: Summative Data From 1790 Census 

www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1790/heads_of_families/connecticut/1790b-02.pdf

To view the PDF electronically, click on the link above and go to Page 8. 

www.census.gov/schools
www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1790/heads_of_families/connecticut/1790b-02.pdf
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Item 2: Summative Data From 1800 Census 

www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1800/1800-returns.pdf

To view the PDF electronically, click on the link above and go to Page 3.

www.census.gov/schools
www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1800/1800-returns.pdf
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Item 3: Blank Map, 1790
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