
WESTWARD BOUND – ILLINOIS, INDIANA, MISSOURI,  
AND OHIO

STUDENT VERSION

Activity Items
The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version. 

• Item 1: Population Growth in Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, and Ohio, 1800–1850

• Item 2: Population of the United States and Each State, 1790–1850

Student Learning Objectives
• I will be able to explain population movement, migration trends, and the westward expansion 

of the early 1800s. 

• I will be able to draw conclusions about the economic differences between northern and southern states. 

As the population of the United States grew, so did the geographical size of our nation. With dreams of 
prosperity and leaving an urban lifestyle, many Americans migrated westward in search of a better life. As a 
result, the populations of the newly formed western states rapidly increased. Over time, manufacturing became 
the main industry in the North, and northern cities began to take shape. The economies of the southern states 
remained centered on agriculture, as those states had better soil and a longer growing season. Many southern 
landowners felt they needed to maintain the institution of slavery for manual labor in their fields. As the nation 
expanded in both geographical size and population, the differences between northern and southern states 
became more obvious — and sectionalist views intensified.
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1. Examine Item 1: Population Growth in Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Ohio, 1800–1850 and the data in the 
table below, taken from Item 2: Population of the United States and Each State, 1790–1850. Which state 
grew at the slowest rate from 1800 to 1850? 

State 1800 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850

Illinois 2,458 12,282 55,211 157,445 476,183 851,470

Indiana 2,632 24,520 147,178 343,031 685,866 988,416

Missouri N/A 19,783 66,586 140,455 383,702 682,044

Ohio 42,159 230,760 581,434 937,903 1,519,467 1,980,329

2. The first census data for Missouri were gathered in 1810. Did Missouri grow at a faster or slower rate than 
Illinois from 1810 to 1850? 

3. Ohio grew rapidly from 1810 to 1820. Which state grew in a similar way from 1820 to 1830?
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4. How does the growth of Ohio’s population from 1830 to 1840 compare with its growth from 1810 to 
1820? Compare these results with those for Indiana and Illinois. What do you find? What does this 
suggest?

5. Look at Item 2: Population of the United States and Each State, 1790–1850. According to the 1790 and 
1800 Censuses, which state had the largest population? Which state had the largest population in 1810? 
When did Ohio surpass Virginia in state population?

6. Look at the state population data for 1850. Rank the top 10 states in order of population, from highest to 
lowest.

7. What conclusions can you draw after reviewing these population data?
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Item 1: Population Growth in Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, and Ohio, 1800–1850
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Data points are taken from Item 2.
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Item 2: Population of the United States and Each State, 1790–1850

www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1990/population-of-states-and-counties-us-1790-1990/
population-of-states-and-counties-of-the-united-states-1790-1990.pdf

To view the PDF electronically, click on the link above and go to Page 4.
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