EXAMINING CHANGES

IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS'
EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS
TEACHER VERSION

Middle School History * Students will be able to compare, analyze, and interpret 1850 and 1880 census data on
African-Americans’ education levels before the Civil War and post-Reconstruction.

7.8 = Students will be able to write an essay analyzing their findings from the census data.

45 minutes
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EXAMINING CHANGES IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS'
EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS TEACHER VERSION

Activity Description
Students will analyze and compare census data on the education levels of African-Americans
in 1850 and in 1880. Students will also discuss how historical events can affect data.

45 minutes

» Students will be able to compare, analyze, and interpret 1850 and 1880 census data on African-
Americans’ education levels before the Civil War and post-Reconstruction.

* Students will be able to write an essay analyzing their findings from the census data.

Education levels * Analyzing data
Post-Reconstruction * Using data to support conclusions
Pre-Civil War

Race and ethnicity
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EXAMINING CHANGES IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS'
EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS TEACHER VERSION

Material Required

The student version of this activity, 9 pages

Activity ltems
The following items are part of this activity. Items, their sources, and any relevant instructions for viewing them
online appear at the end of this teacher version.

ltem 1: Attending School in the United States During the Year, as Returned in the Schedule of

Population, 1850

ltem 2: Number of Pupils Attending Public Schools, by Color, 1880

ltem 3: Adults in the United States Over Twenty Years of Age Who Cannot Read and Write, 1850

Item 4: llliteracy, by States and Territories, 1880

For more information to help you introduce your students to the U.S. Census Bureau, read
“Census Bureau 101 for Students.” This information sheet can be printed and passed out to your students as well.

Standards Addressed

See charts below. For more information, read
“Overview of Education Standards and Guidelines Addressed in Statistics in Schools Activities."

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies,
Science, and Technical Subjects

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.6-8.9 WHST 6-8 - Writing  Research to Build and

Draw evidence from informational texts to support Present Knowledge
analysis, reflection, and research.

UCLA National Standards for History: U.S. History Content Standards

Because this activity is meant to complement a larger unit on the Civil War and Reconstruction, it does not
directly correspond to the content standards.
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EXAMINING CHANGES IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS'
EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS TEACHER VERSION

UCLA National Standards for History: Historical Thinking Standards

Standard 2: Historical Utilize visual and mathematical data. Students will examine census data
Comprehension presented in tables to understand African-Americans’ education levels in 1850
and in 1880.
I
Bloom's Taxonomy

Students will analyze education data about African-Americans from the 1850 and 1880 censuses.

Creating

Evaluating

Analyzing

Applying
Understanding

Remembering
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EXAMINING CHANGES IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS'
EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS TEACHER VERSION

Teacher Notes

Before the Activity

Students should have a basic understanding of the following ideas and concepts:

The Civil War
Reconstruction
Legal practices and various social attitudes regarding education for African-Americans in 1850 and 1880

Which states were considered northern or southern in 1850

During the Activity

Teachers should monitor students as they work. Teachers should also make sure students have a straight edge
to help them read the data.

Teachers should guide students to appropriate secondary sources for part 2.

After the Activity

Teachers should have students share the main points from their part 2 essays in a class discussion.

Extension Idea

Teachers could ask students to further analyze the census data by comparing education and literacy
information for white and black people and for men and women.
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EXAMINING CHANGES IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS'

EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS TEACHER VERSION

Student Activity

Click here to download a printable version for students.

Activity [tems

The following items are part of this activity and appear at the end of this student version.

ltem 1: Attending School in the United States During the Year, as Returned in the Schedule of
Population, 1850

ltem 2: Number of Pupils Attending Public Schools, by Color, 1880

Item 3: Adults in the United States Over Twenty Years of Age Who Cannot Read and Write, 1850

Item 4: llliteracy, by States and Territories, 1880

Student Learning Objectives

| will be able to compare, analyze, and interpret 1850 and 1880 census data on African-Americans’

education levels before the Civil War and post-Reconstruction.

| will be able to write an essay analyzing my findings from the census data.

CENSUS.GOV/SCHOOLS HISTORY |

PAGE 5


http://www.census.gov/schools
http://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/activities/history/mh-5_student.pdf

EXAMINING CHANGES IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS'
EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS

TEACHER VERSION

In this activity, you will analyze and draw conclusions from data about the education and literacy levels of
African-Americans — both before the Civil War and after Reconstruction.

Part 1- Collect and Compare Data

1. Look at Item 1: Attending School in the United States During the Year, as Returned in the Schedule of
Population, 1850 and choose four states (not territories) to examine. Three must be southern and one

must be northern.

Student answers will vary depending on the states selected. The sample answers that follow use
Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, and Pennsylvania.

State 1: Florida
State 2: Georgia

State 3: Louisiana

State 4: Pennsylvania

2. Use the "Free Colored, Total” column of ltem 1 (pre-Civil War) and the “Colored, Total” column of Item 2:
Number of Pupils Attending Public Schools, by Color, 1880 (post-Reconstruction) to fill in the table
below, noting any changes from 1850 to 1880.

What are the school
attendance data?

State 1: 66
State 2:1
State 3: 1,219

State 4: 6,499

State 1: 15,632
State 2: 86,623
State 3: 34,642

State 4: 12,025

What conclusions can you
draw from these data?

Student answers will vary but could
include: The data could mean that
there were not many free black
people attending school in the
southern states, either because there
weren't many black schools in their
state or because not many black
people were free at that time, before
the Civil War.

Student answers will vary but could
include: Many more black people
attended school in my southern
states in 1880 compared with in
1850. There was also a significant
increase in black school attendance
in my one northern state. This could
mean that all black people were now
free and could attend school.
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EXAMINING CHANGES IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS'

EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS

TEACHER VERSION

3. Now use the information in the “Free Colored, Total” column of Item 3: Adults in the United States Over
Twenty Years of Age Who Cannot Read and Write, 1850 and in the “Colored Persons of 21 Years of Age
and Upward, Returned as unable to write, Number” column of Item 4: llliteracy, by States and Territories,
1880 to fill in the table below.

When drawing conclusions for each year, do not note any changes from 1850 to 1880 for these data, as
the population size for the 1850 data was much smaller than for the 1880 data: In 1850, only free black
people who were illiterate were counted, excluding enslaved black people who were not permitted to read
and write. In 1880, the number of illiterate black people soared, because many former enslaved black
people were included in that count.

What are the illiteracy
data?

State 1: Florida: 270
State 2: Georgia: 467
State 3: Louisiana: 3,389

State 4. Pennsylvania: 9,344

State 1: Florida: 39,753
State 2: Georgia: 247,318
State 3: Louisiana: 178,780

State 4: Pennsylvania: 2,221

What conclusions can you
draw from these data?

Student answers will vary but could
include: These numbers might mean
that black education was different in
different states. The data could also
mean that fewer free black people in
my southern states were learning to
read and write than in my northern
state.

Student answers will vary but could
include: These numbers might mean
that, in the South, there were more
black people who were illiterate,
and in the North, there were fewer
illiterate black people.
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EXAMINING CHANGES IN DATA - AFRICAN-AMERICANS'
EDUCATION LEVELS THROUGH THE YEARS TEACHER VERSION

Part 2 - Interpret the Data

Write an essay addressing the following questions in two paragraphs:
Paragraph 1- What You Learned From These Data

+  What do the data tell you about what life was like for African-Americans before the Civil War and after
Reconstruction?

* What impact did the North's victory in the Civil War have on the 1880 data?

« Why might the literacy of African-Americans have been an important political topic during
Reconstruction?

Paragraph 2 - What You Did Not Learn From These Data

« What are some limitations of the data, specifically for making comparisons?

« What is missing from the data that could help you better understand African-American education and
literacy during these time periods?

Make sure you justify your points with evidence from part 1, from the data in ltems 1-4, and from information in
a secondary source.

Student essays will vary but could include the following points: African-American literacy caused
political disagreement during Reconstruction, when southern states tried to deny newly freed African-
Americans voting rights by requiring them to pass a literacy test. Accurately comparing these data
between 1850 and 1880 is not possible since the population sizes were so different — it appears that
the number of illiterate African-Americans went up post-Reconstruction, but that is only because

any previously enslaved African-Americans who were illiterate were now free and included in the

count. Having 1870 data would be helpful for comparison with the 1880 data, to see more clearly how
Reconstruction affected African-Americans' education and literacy levels, since both populations would
be free in those years.
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ltem 2: Number of Pupils Attending Public Schools, by Color, 1880

918 MISCELLANEQOUS STATISTICS,
-
PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
TasrLe VIL~NUMBER OF PUPILS ATTENDING PUBLIC SOHQOLS, BY COLOR, SEX, AND AVERAGD
DAILY ATTENDANCE: 1830,
NUMDER OF PUPILE WI0 ATTEXDED SCHOOL DURIEG THR YRAR.
—[I AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDAMCE OF
TULILLB.
States and Territorles. Whito. Colared. )
Wh?]_.& nnm.-
' Tatnl. Mnle, | Fomnle. | Total Male. | Tomals. Total. Whits Qualored,
“The Taited States ...,—.o......... | B.00L008 ) B 006,485 | 4,000,000 4,405,802 | 8561 | dena4 | 423700 || o287 | 6, 710,030 508, 540
AlNDEOS 2 aenee .. 187,550 | 113,880 00, 660 51,220 75,661 40,418 33,245 123, 800 70, 614 B4, 652
Axizons. .. | hae 422 2,104 LI5S (N R w213 F - P,
Arkansas . 108,238 81,363 48,153 88, 210 26, 873 18, 498 18, 447 05,810 50, 220 16, 214
Cnlifarnia . 161,477 |- 100, 660 2, 687 77,072 818 420 08 106,170 108, 008 511
26,258 21,007 13, 028 14,071 235 00 148 17,268 17, 208 £l
118,580 | 11822 01, 686 56, 646 857 184 109 72,785 72, 521 1]
13,718 18, 677 7,018 0, 061 4 bt o2 8, b3l 8, 51l 10
o6, 412 4,178 12, 838 13,529 2,234 1,200 038 17, 430 10, 008 1,57
20,4354 18,472 0,200 5,272 7,097 8,599 4,368 20, 807 14, 605 0, o
4,4] o702 13, 642 14,000 15, 632 1,778 v, 864 31,477 20, 058 10,510
237,124 | 150,601 0, 616 0, B85 86, 28 43, 301 43,009 141, B 05, 191 b, 028
5, B3¢ 5,830 B, 428 o, 802 4 z 2 3, 0B 9, 801 H
T4, 041 | GOS80 | 00,087 | 338,474 5,480 2, 063 2,828 431,643 1 498,574 2, 200
BI2,201 | 50401 [ 266,097 | 935,154 7,070 4, 000 3,8l 320, 597 1185, 500 4, 087
425,805 | 426,160 216,558 | 208,002 5 242 202 200,808 | 200,611 202
246,128 | 20,28 | 124,543 114,600 | 6,850 3,42 8, dg1 144, BiD 140, 062 " p,08
202,427 | 268,507 1s5,098 | 197,570 28,020 14, 840 14,280 0, 931 173, 120 11, 202
1, 012 48,370 24,810 23, 054 34, 03 17,674 17, 008 ity 808 80, 08T 25,191
150,610 | 180,758 73, 622 7, 238 58 25 25 100, 76n 100, 761 18
10,061 | 198,448 6,708 | . b6, 740 28, 533 1a, 21 1% me 86, 440 72, 000 12, 4o
916,030 | Fig193 | ge,0m | 150,571 37 211 208 236, 004 205, 055 80D
BA2,460 )  Bd0, 820 | 180,28 | 186,536 1,637 8250 87 208, 116 202, 88D o BR
186,544 | 180,516 o3, 470 13, 045 1) u 1 103,878 | 100, 350 3
7,066 | 1154m 68, 140 B5,TM | 121,608 a0, 618 o1, 087 156, 824 70,385 80, k0
450, 00% | 461, 058 240, 665 221, 301 24, 048 11, 770 12,270 240, 540 248, 14 12 620
4,667 4,881 %08 |+ 3,298 I 10 27
2,080 2,900 2
100,871 | 100, 601 55, 847 4,814 2 10 100 83,610 63: 303 7
8,918 8 901 4,620 4,878 17 8 1 5,080 G, b7 11
4,670 84,85 oA7| 8,143 10 + [ 48,040 44, 134 o
205,240 | 201,483 0,901 [ 101,602 2,7 1,803 1,882 16,800 | 114,406 2,704
4,756 4,765 2,484 257 B
\ PRI RO 160 10 [rrmacassnnn
1.::.3 1,022,160 | FIG, B3R |  mes 06 | o257 ¢3003|  saam EI'ﬂ,IDﬁR Mﬁ',ass 1,878
A 0, 262 7,051 74, 311 05, 160 47,795 47,485 14,670 | 104, 264 2,010
1;:. ::: OIS | BES,086 | gew, 027 11,720 5 007 5, B2 405,024 487, 120 8,700
A sl 1888 18,007 7 8 4 28, 503 20, 55 4
s:::m n:a. ::: 486,070 | 459,190 12,028 - 5,958 4,002 13, 81 018, 086 G, 005
e ﬂj. 21, 465 0, 03 5 16 b1 27,463 47, 438 16
3 B2 5,170 2, 78,040 57, 460 15, 650 0, 070 4
wLe0] mois0| ugecs ' s puiie
w6 us| 19,810 o st e I I L T a4
, BB, 827 2,940 44,08 2, 007 20, 032 128, 478 01,8085 31,080
:!:;x %5, 79 13, 6o 12,213 g0 2 78 17,618 17, Koo k1
g !E ﬂ :1', 255 15, 104 8 45 ap 1,300 47, 107 £
780 o 4,767 73, 698 08, 278 B4, 270 34,008 129, 008 00,100 £8, noo
m"mo Iu 7,210 7,484 180 |« &T1 1] 10, 645 1a, 457 180
1, 130, 0dn 15, 484 o, 206 £,105 2,169 1,007 03,182 au: 414 9,718
200, 514 200, 0258 185, 493 143, 001
2,007 2,001 1,518 1,380 w: u: za: il Ikl -
s 1,030 1,918 [}
& Tndiana, 4 Tnolndes 20 Tndlan
 Tacludes 20 Tndian, « Tnoly o, 7 ootaden & Indiuan. 4 Includos 50 Indlans.
. oo deg 17 Indians, A Inzlndos 3 Indisns,
udee 15 Indiams, f Inoludes 1% iy 3 Ingludea 18 Indiann.

To retrieve this table electronically, click on the link above, then on “Census of Population and Housing, 1880,” then on “Final
Reports,” and then on the first “Full Document” link to download a zip file. Open the zip file from your downloads, then open
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