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About Fun Facts 
Fun Facts are student-friendly handouts that tie statistics from the U.S. Census Bureau to holidays, anniversaries, 
and other observances. These fact sheets—originally created for teachers to use in the classrooms—can easily be 
used at home to keep kids entertained and learning. They can be used by students in different grade levels and 
subjects. 

Using Holiday Season Fun Facts in the Classroom or at Home
Our Holiday Season Fun Facts handout includes many activities for students to do at school or with their parents/
caregivers at home. Give students time to read and digest information in the handout before discussing it. Here 
are some ideas for using the fact sheet with students at different grade levels.

Any Grade Level
Discussion: Potential discussion questions include: 

•	 What surprises you about the information on this page? 
•	 What questions do you have about the information on this page? 

Want to live in Santa Claus? Teachers or parents/caregivers can explore with student(s) “holiday-themed” names of 
places like Santa Claus, Georgia and Santa Claus, Indiana using the census.gov search feature. This could include learning about 
median household income, educational attainment, and number of homes and apartments.

Elementary School Level
Creative writing exercise. Based on information in the Fun Facts handout and what students have previously learned, 
student(s) can write about what holiday their family celebrates and what traditions they follow. Then, teachers or parents/caregivers 
can encourage student(s) to present their assignment to the class or an adult at home. 
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Toys everywhere. With the help of teachers or parents/caregivers, student(s) can use the State Facts for Students  
<www.census.gov/schools/facts/> tool to search for the amount of toy stores in their particular state. They can also look at 
neighboring states to see how their state compares. Student(s) can create a list of the top toy items they would like to receive during 
the holiday season.

Middle School Level
Holiday Helpers. Teachers and parents/caregivers could have student(s) navigate to page 5 of the Retail Workers: 2018 
report and review Table 1, Selected Characteristics of Retail Workers at <https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/library/
publications/2020/demo/acs-44.pdf> and have them compile data by sex of retail workers. Then student(s) can create a bar graph 
of the three occupations listed (First-line supervisors of retail sales workers, cashiers, and retail salespersons) to compare the 
number of male and female retail workers. Student(s) could share and discuss the trends found as a class or individually with an 
adult at-home.

Advertising campaign. Teachers or parents/caregivers can ask student(s) to imagine opening their own toy store. 
Student(s) can create a flyer advertising their new store and explain why a customer should shop there. 

High School Level
Imports and exports. Teachers or parents/caregivers can ask student(s) about their thoughts on the items in the “Holiday 
Decorations” section and the countries listed as leading the way in these imports. To further the discussion, teachers or parents/
caregivers can ask student(s) what kind of items they think might be exported from the United States to other countries. 

Industry research. Using the data.census.gov data tool, student(s) can conduct research to discover the number of stores in 
their state or county that are referenced in “The Spirit of Giving” section.

Instructions for researching data:

1.	 To begin, they will access <https://data.census.gov/cedsci/>. 
2.	Next, enter the industry codes below (one at a time) in the search box, then click the “Search” button. A selection of tables will 

populate. 
3.	Choose the first table “All Sectors: County Business Patterns by Legal Form of Organization and Employment Size Class for U.S., 

States, and Selected Geographies: 2018” Table: CB1800CBP. 
4.	To select a state, click on the “Customize Table” button at the top right. Click on the “Geos” button (third choice at the top left). 

Select state under the “Geography” column. Next, select your state under the “State” column and click the box of your choice. 
Click the “Close” button at the bottom right to view the table. Scroll over to the “Number of establishments” column to find the 
number of stores.

5.	To view a county for a selected state, repeat the steps above, but select “County” as your first geographical choice, followed by 
selecting the state and county.

Industry codes:

•	 445291 (Baked goods stores)
•	 445292 (Confectionery and nut stores)
•	 4521 (Department stores)
•	 451120 (Hobby, toy, and game stores)
•	 448310 (Jewelry stores)
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