[bookmark: _GoBack]As of 2019, the U.S. Census Bureau will no longer produce National Academy of Sciences (NAS) -based poverty measures from the Current Population Survey (CPS) Annual Social and Economic Supplement (ASEC).  The accompanying program “NASpoverty.sas” allows users to create NAS-based poverty measures from the 2019 CPS ASEC public use file as well as for future CPS ASEC data releases.[footnoteRef:1]  To access NAS-based estimates and data files for prior years, please visit <https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/supplemental-poverty-measure/tables/>.  For additional information on the methods used to produce these NAS-based poverty measures, see Alternative Poverty Estimates in the United States: 2003 at <https://www.census.gov/prod/2005pubs/p60-227.pdf>. [1:  This program will also provide NAS based poverty estimates from the 2017 CPS ASEC Research file and 2018 CPS ASEC Bridge file. This program will not work on earlier datasets from the CPS ASEC that do not reflect the redesigned processing system. For more information on the CPS ASEC redesign, see <https://census.gov/data/datasets/time-series/demo/income-poverty/cps-asec-design.html>.] 

Examples below assume the use of the 2019 CPS ASEC public use file, producing estimates for reference year 2018. For later years, update file names and year references.
1) Download the Fair Market Rent (FMR) county level data file from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the reference year you’re interested in, available at <www.huduser.org/portal/datasets/fmr.html>.  Save the file as a Microsoft Excel Worksheet “FY2018_FMR_forNAS.xlsx” to reflect the reference year.  This data will be used to adjust thresholds for differences in cost of living by geography.

2) Download the household, family, and person CPS ASEC public use files in comma-separated value (CSV) format for the reference year you’re interested in (e.g., 2019 CPS ASEC for reference year 2018), available at <https://thedataweb.rm.census.gov/ftp/cps_ftp.html?#cpsmarch>.
a. hhpub19.csv
b. ffpub19.csv
c. pppub19.csv

3) Update the file names and locations specified in “Public Use NAS.sas.”
a. nas_out – where you want to save your files
b. fmr_in – location of the FMR file downloaded in step 1.
c. cps_in – location of the CPS ASEC files downloaded in step 2. 
d. hh_file – household CSV file name from step 2;
e. ff_file – family CSV file name from step 2;
f. pp_file – person CSV file name from step 2;

4) Update unique reference year parameters
a. cps_year – CPS ASEC year (e.g., 2019 for reference year 2018)
b. cpi - reference year annual average Consumer Price Index (CPI), series CUUR0000SA0 available at <https://data.bls.gov/cgi-bin/surveymost?bls>
c. wxexp – weekly work related expenses as reported in Appendix D of the  reference year Supplemental Poverty Measure report, (e.g., The Supplemental Poverty Measure: 2018), available at <https://www.census.gov/topics/income-poverty/supplemental-poverty-measure/library/publications.html>.
d. pop_weight – population weight parameter used for FMR files.  This is updated every ten years.  The variable is pop2010 for the years 2013 to 2022.  It will change to pop2020 in 2023.
e. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) thresholds, available at <https://www.bls.gov/pir/spmhome.htm>.  See link to Research Experimental NAS poverty thresholds in the Overview section of that webpage.
i. nlce – FCSU-CE threshold
ii. p2 – fraction of current CE-based thresholds allocated for medical expenditures
iii. mfcsum2 – FCSUM-CE threshold



If you have any questions about running the program or if you want to check your estimates to make sure the program is running correctly, contact Brian Glassman at brian.e.glassman@census.gov.
