Advance Monthly  CURRENT BUSINESS REPORTS
Retail Sales

September 1988

CR 88-166
FOR WIRE TRANSMISSION 8:30 A.M. EDT, October 14, 1988

Advance estimates of U.S. retail sales for September adjusted for seasonal, holiday, and trading-day differences
but not for price changes, were $133,7 billfon, a decrease of 0.4 percent (+ 1.0%) from the previous month but
4.3 percent ?* 1.5%) above September 1987, Excluding automotive sales, September sales were unchanged (+ 1.0%)
from August bBut were 5.6 percent (+ 1.6%) above the previous year. Total sales in the third quarter were
1.0 percent (+ 1.7%) above the previous quarter and 4.6 percent (+ 1.7%) above the same quarter a year ago.

Durable goods decreased 1.0 percent (+ 2.3%) from the previous month but were 2.8 percent (+ 3.7%) above the
revious year, Automotive sales decreased 1,9 percent (+ 2.8%) from August. B8uilding materials were up
.8 percent from September 1987, while furniture stores were up 9.2 percent for the same period.

Nondurable goods were unchanged (+ 1.0%) from the previous month but were 5.3 percent (+ 1.6%) above the previous
year, General merchandise stores were up 3.6 percent from September a year ago and food stores were up 5.5 percent
during the same period,

The Advance Monthly Sales Report for October is scheduled to be released November 15, 1988 at 8:30 a.m.
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Table 1. Estimated Monthly Retall Sales, by Kind of Business

(Sales 1n millions of dollars)

Kot adjusted Adjusted'
1988 1987 1988 1987
SIiC Kind of business - Y T
code Sep. Aug. July Sep. Aug. Sep. Aug. July Sep. | Aug.
adv, prel, finsl adv, prel. final
Retat) trade, totadl..oeeear...|131,3921138,089(134,098|124 515/131,536(133,661]134,180]1134,342|128,110{129,448
Tots! (exc). suto group)..[102,630]106,378[103,183] 96,003]100,618]105,002]1104,954 {104 ,452] 99,426] 99,640
Durable goods, total........| 49,509 63,098 51 ,451| 47,675] 50,627] 49,525] 50,019 50,754] 48,172| 49,239
52 Building mat,, hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers..| 7,451| 7,713 7,457) 6,890] 7,080 7,003f €,930| 6,904 6,555] 6,494
521,3 Buflding mat. and supply stores. (*) s5.924) 5.669] 5,347] 5,489 *)! §.178| 5,182{ 4,960 4,910
525 Hardware StOFeS...co0vvvcscsnces (*) 1,303 1,352 1,136 1,174 (*) 1,275 1,282 1,175 1,157
§5 ex, 554/ Automotive dealers....ccoe0eeeee0s| 28,762 31,711 30,915| 28,512 30,918| 28,659 29,226 29,890| 28,684 29,808
581,2,5, Motor vehicle and miscellaneous
6,7, sutomotive dealers.............| 26,282| 29,009 | 28,318 26,107 28,462 26,256 26 761 27 440( 26,371] 27,500
Notor vehicle (franchised).... (*)| 25,817 25,017 23)802] 25,510 (0 | e )| (e
553 Auto and home supply stores..... (*)| 2,702| 2,597 2,405] 2,456 (*)} 2,465] 2,450} 2,31 2,308
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and
equipment StOresS....voececsncooss 7,5791 7,750 7,451 6,929 7,116 7,702 7,673 7,672 7,054 7,134
571 Furniture and home furnishings.. (*)] 4,023) 3,870} 13,727 3,793 (*) 3,876 3,933 3,723 3,719
5§722,32 Household appliance, radio,
and TV stores....covvvnnsscen (*) 3,210 3,110 2,748 2,869 (*) 3,262 3,206 2,881 2,937
5722 Wousehold appliance stores.... {*)J{ 1.000| 1,035 880 943 M| Tl ] | Tl
Nondurable goods, total.....| 81,883 84,991| 82,647] 76 840{ 80,909 | 84,136| 84,161 | 83,588| 79,938| 80,209
53 General merchandise group stores..| 13,962 14,758 13,310/ 13,268 14,555 15,152 15,069 15,126 14,619 14,779
831 Dept, stores (ex. leased depts,)| 11,763 12,4481 11,198 11,132 12,198| 12,676 12,625} 12,682] 12,193} 12,296
531 Dept. stores (in, leased depts)? (*)| 12,868 11,581 11,521} 12,591 (*)] 13,064 13,130] 12,591 12,705
533 Variety StOres....ovececaonnsoes (*) 686 650 612 678 (*) 713 124 696 703
539 Misc. genera) mdse. stores...... (*)] 1,624 1,462 1,524 1,679 (*)! 1,731 1,720] 1,730] 1,780
54 FOOd StOres.cucsccrncccrccccnssnnse 28,273 28,940 | 25,867 | 26,707 27,852| 27,962 ] 27,656 26,390{ 26,450
541 Grocery stores. 26,635 27,264 | 24,370 25,146 | 26,235] 26,345 | 25,990 24,842] 24,897
554 Gasoline service stations.....eue. 9,147 9,649 9,469 8,845 9,348 9,092 9,111 8,950 8,845 8,920
56 Apparel and accessory stores......| 6,712] 7,133} 6,190| 6,403| 6,823] 6,955] 6.,908| 6,925| 6,663 6,632
561 Men's and boys' clothing
and furnishings stores......... (*) 680 649 678 687 (*) 758 m 762 761
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty
stores, furriers...cceoeoecoss {') 2,628 2,429 2,544 2,620 (*) 2,657 2,684 2,617 2,644
565 Family clothing stores.....o..es o) 1.esi| 1)ssa| 1l519| 10716 (9)] )| )| et {wa)
566 Shoe StOreS..cccvceccsccncacanes (*) 1,408 1,122 1,228 1,325 (*) 1,282 1,281 1,200 1,214
58 Eating and drinking places........| 13,215| 14,119 | 14,002 | 12 223} 13,200 13,228 13,122 13,060 12,334] 12,306
591 Drug and proprietary stores.......| 4,789 4,942) 4,759] 4,468| 4,582] s,000] s.oa7| 4,962 4,758 4,704
592 Liquor StoresS.ccceccsascssvaceccsnse (*) 1,609 1,690 1,562 1,638 {*) 1,611 1,606 1,625 1,628
5961 (pt.)]mail-order houses (department
3 56 5 store Merchandise).cceececcecscnse {*) 310 261 281 294 (*) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
,56,57
594 BAF . eiievvrocescacseaecsscssvacace (*)] 34,500} 31,501 31,024 33,067 (*)] 34,770} 34,9411 33,241 | 33,406

*Advance estimates are not available from the subsample panel for these kinds of business.

NA  WNot

3
Data are concurrentl

adjustment

avaflable. TRevised

adjusted for seasonal varfations, holiday, and trading-day differences.

Concurrent seasonal

uses all aval‘nb!e unadjusted estimates as input to the X-11 program and the factors derived from the program are
used in calculating all seasonally adjusted data shown 1n this publigation,
in the Monthly Retail Trade Report, BR-88-08.

Factors and explanatory material are contained

2
Advance estimates are based on early reporting by a smal) subsample of the full survey panel, A1) other estimates are
besed on the full sample.

3
Includes data for leased departments operated within department stores. Oata for this line not included in broader
kind-of-business totals.

L3
GAF represents st ~es which specialize in department store types of merchandise.

Note:

Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.



Table 2. Percent Change in Estimated Monthly Retall Sales, by Kind of Business

(Adjusted Tor sassens) verfetiong, heit1dey, ond trading-0sy o) MRrances)

Percont change
July 1988
Sep. 1988 Aup. 1988 through
sic Kiad af business advence froa-- preliafasry frem-- Sep. 1
code ’
Apr. 1988 | July 1907
Avg. 1988 | Sep. 1987 July 1988 l.’. 1987] tareugd tlrou‘h
prelia. fias) fins) 100 June 3 Sep. 1907
Rotot) trode, totd).scscessococccacanee 8,4 . 8.1 2 1.0 .0
Tots! (exc). svtemetive 9reup)..... .8 3.6 .8 *8.3 L2 8.4
Puredlo 900ds, toto).cvctccccccscccne 1.8 2.8 1.4 1.6 8,8 3,7
2 Suilding materfals, hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers.cccscvsaes *l.1 .8 *0.4 8.7 1.4 6.6
$5 ex. 554 | Automotive deaters.......... ceves 1.9 9,1 2,2 2,0 =1.0 1.8
$51.2.8, Notor vehic
6.7, Betive 0810F 8. ieeicaannas 1.9 -84 2.8 -2,? -0.9 *1.0
7 Furnitury, home furnishing
BL0PE8.cucicotratanccanccscacsarasstosonss 0.4 9,2 8.0 7.8 -8.8 .l
Nonduradle goods, totol.cccocrscoccne s.0 8.3 0.7 .9 2.1 8,
$) Goneral merchandise $rovp steres,ccccevcess «0.8 3.6 8.4 2,0 1.1 3.9
$31 Dept. steres (ox. loa opt.)... 8.4 *4,0 8,4 2,7 1,0 3,7
(3] Dept. stores (1n. Voo €0Pt.) ccercrnnnyl (NA) (NA) 0.8 2.8 (ma) (wA)
§4 Food steres.cccocvccsas 8.4 8§ 1.1 8,7 2.} 5.8
(13} Grecory StOPBS.c.cocvecrcocccccacccsssrsns 0.4 o5, 1.4 .8 2,1 8.8
§84 Gasoling service SROt1OAS e ccecrannccrcnns -0.2 2.8 1.8 2,1 1,2 2.2
(1] Appare) and accassery StoPOS..c.ccecesicccdl *0.? 4.4 -8.2 4.} .2 4.]
[1] tating and drinking ploces..... eose 8.8 7.2 *0.§ 6.6 2.9 6.9
$91 Drug and propriotary $8@P88.ccccccccccaccndl *0.§ 5.9 1,1 .7 *0.4 6.1
Tabile 3. Estimated Monthly Retall Saleg of Group il Compenies, by Kind of Business
(SeVes 1a @ilifens of dellars)
Kot adjusted Adjusted?
sic Kind of dusiness .
code Avg. 1960 J-l{ 1988 lul. Aug. 1988 [July 1980 Avg.
pralta, (41T} 198 prelie, 1‘..1 1987
Rotot! trode, totol.cccoccsccscccsccsee 49,989 47,991 47,017 88,030 49,046 49,00
§3 Gonere) merchindise gro 13,739 12,280 13,404 14,019 14,082 13,027
$31 Sept 12 18,039 11,033 12,216 12,278 11,904
$31 12 11,200 12,204 12,602 12 12,290
833 [ 2] 848 084 [ | [
39 1,102 (2 1] 1,046 (ua) (o) [{1}]
[1] 18,791 16,203 18,018 ({1 (1) (ma)
sa 10,877 | 1508 | 1eees | 18,76 u.«l 18,001
s ry ster 3,082 3,272 3,766 3,607 3,738 3,878
862,30 spects
1,413 1,380 1,400 1,602 1,48 1,462
(11 [ )] b, 2 [ {] (] e 781
$91 Srug steres 20 proprietary St0r0t..coveess 2,088 2,747 2,082 2,937 2,090 2,743
BA Not ovatladle. ¥ hevised

Concurrent seesens)

ﬁutc sre ¢ -corro-tl{ diusted for sessens) vartetions, heliday, snd trodiageday ¢1fferee

edjustaent vses 81) avet nadjusted estimates a8 taput te the X-11 progren ond the fe rived from the pregren ore
usod 1n colculating al) sessenally odle o shouws 1a this publicetion, Focters cod enplanstery Beteria) sre contained
1 the Menthly Reteil Trade Report, 9R-08

'lnclul-s dota far leased dopartaents opersted within departaeat steres. Bates for this 1ine et tacluded fa brsader
kind-of-business tetals.

Wete: Ths Grovp 11 component of the 588pT¢ Consists of compantes whtch had 11 or mere retst) ostedlisaments
sccerding to the mest recent wpdate of aulti-ostedlishment f11es ond which were solected with cortataty (t.e., thelr
seles size enceoded ospectifiod deller volume cuteffa which vory by kind of bustness).
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. Sample Design and Reliability of Data

he advance sales estimetes are based on early reporting of sales by a small subsample of the Buresu's retafl survey
anel. Because of the early reporting, the advance estimates can differ from the subsequent estisates which are based
n monthly reports obtatned from the full semple of retafl stores. In addition, sampling variability between the sud-
ample used for the advance estimates and the full sample can cause a difference.

ercentage differences between advance and full sample preliminary estimates of month-to-month percentage change in
easonally adjusted total retail store sales have ranged from approximately -0.8 percent to +0.9 percent with the
versge of the absolute differences about 0.4 percent for the past 12 months, For individual kind=of-business groups,
hese differences tend to be higher. Sampling varfadiTity of and revisions to advance-to-preliminary estimates are shown
n table 4 below.

reliminary estimates for August 1988 and final estimates for July 1988 based on the full sample will be published
ater this month in the Monthly Retail Trade Report for August (BR-88-7), The complete report will provide sales
stimates in greater detafl and will present a description of revisfons, and the techniques used in developing the
st {mates.

henever a statement such as "up 0.8 percent (+ 1.0%)" appears in the text, this indicates a range from -0.2 percent to
1.8 percent. A1l ranges given are 90 percent confidence intervals. If the range contains 0, ft 1s uncertain whether
here was an increase or decrease. The Monthly Retail Trade Report fncludes explamatfons of confidence intervals and
ampling variability along with additfonal measures of sampling varfabilfty.

Table 4. Sempling Varisbility of and Revisien to Advance-to-Preliminery Estimate

Istimated coefficient of Vartatien
1n percent of the
£ 214 Prelininary-ta-final
ceade percant change
Kind of Susiness Ratie Beller [Ratie of einus the
Advance-te- te seme | velume |current Advance-te-prelintnary
prelimtnary senth sales |quarter percent change
ratte o goar ost, te prev,
age quarter
N : Aver, of
_'1%ig" Nedisn| Median | Median | Median .’”I’ Nean | absolvte
® (] aHre,
Ratatl trade, tetal..cocc..] 0.6 (0.7 e.? 0.9 .0 1.6 |-0.8 |+0.0 0.0 0.4
Teta) (axc). awte).} 0.8 {D.? .0 .0 e.? 0.8 |-1.0 |+1.0 0.0 0.4
ODurable geeds, tetal..| 3.4 | 1.7 1.6 2.3 1.7 2.2 [-1.6 [+1.0 | +0.) 1.0
82 Sutlding materials,
9POUP BLOPOB..ccicracaccess] D6 13,8 1.6 3.9 3.3 3.1 |-8.2 [¢1.8 | -0.9 1.6
‘:':l. Avtemetive dedlers.ccc.osees| 1.7 | 2.2 1.9 3.1 2.3 3.0 J-2.1 [e2.7 | ¢0.¢ 1.2
$851,2,8, Neter vehicle and ®ise.,
6.7,9 sutonetive deal sesees}l 1e2 (2.2 1.8 3.7 2.4 3.2 [-2.8 [e2.8 | ¢0.3 1.2
87 Furniture, home fyurn, and :
oquipment 8t0res..c.ccaseee] 1.6 2.3 1.9 3.7 3.0 2.7 }-3.9 [es,4 | ¢0.8 1.8
Nendur. steres, tetel...} 0.8 |8, 0.6 1.0 0.7 9.9 1-0.8 [+0,? 0.0 0.4
[ 3] Seners) sarch. group, total. | 0.2 [ 0.8 0.3 0.0 0.} 0.5 ]-2.6 [¢1.0 | -0.2 0.0
83 bept. steres (ex. feasee
dopts.)eccse 0.0 [0.2 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 |-2.1 [+2.0 | -0.2 0.0
[ L] Fo0d 8tereS.cccccccccccscssof 0.0 |1.4 1. 1. 1.3 1.6 ]-0.9 [+0.8 | «0.1 0.3
841 Orecery stores.cccccccaccef 8.3 1141 0.5 1.0 1.4 1.6 ]-0.8 [+8,9 | ¢0.1 0.3
854 Qaseline service stattens...] 0.7 1.2 .0 3.0 2.2 2.0 [-1.4 [e2.3 | -0.1 1.0
[ 1] Apparel and acc. steres. 3.4 1.8 2.4 1.0 1.0 [<2.0 [o2.2 | -0.8 1.3
$0 fating and drinking .... 1.3 1.1 2.7 2.3 o8 [o1.7 [+1.0 | 0.3 0.9
[T} Drug and preprietary ceeceeof 0.4 10,7 0.8 2.3 1.7 2.1 Je1.6 [o1.3 | -0.} 8.7

3
The ranges of sampling verlability shown are Dased on soles ostinates enedfusted for seeseea) vartaties, helidsy, and
trading-day differences for the dota Doaths of March - July 1988,
he ranges shown for the rotsil trade total sre based on ssles estimates adjusted for seasenal varfatiens, heliday, and
trading-day di1fferences for the 12-seath ’or'od. Soptenber 1987~ Aygust 1968, The ronges for all ether tetals and kinds
of business are dased on the 12-mentd peried May 1907-Apri) 1908,

Sete: See .’...l'l 0, Reltadility of Sata, 10 the Nenthly Retatl Trode Repert for s ¢iscussion on the Beasures of
sampling varfadtitty,




