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42 Sales U.S. Merchant Wholesalers, Except Manufacturers' Sales 
Branches and Offices

2,427,120 2,599,159 2,814,554 2,785,152 2,835,528 2,971,488 3,314,559 3,595,563 3,889,699 4,153,429 4,410,763

423 Sales .Durable goods 1,306,545 1,406,371 1,486,673 1,422,195 1,421,503 1,464,088 1,685,729 1,811,065 1,983,574 2,065,939 2,069,702
4231 Sales ..Motor Vehicle and Motor Vehicle Parts and Supplies 183,741 212,357 222,243 234,902 251,947 260,727 284,790 305,348 337,137 343,002 310,367
4232 Sales ..Furniture and Home Furnishings 43,020 46,925 52,697 52,433 53,484 55,396 59,614 62,825 68,981 69,064 64,001
4233 Sales ..Lumber & Other Construction Materials 79,784 88,505 87,179 89,730 95,091 105,244 127,671 139,412 142,635 126,651 112,584
4234 Sales ..Professional and Commercial Equipment and Supplies 257,518 281,843 282,230 267,795 272,462 275,922 302,984 316,016 330,740 353,781 358,487
42343 Sales ...Computer and Computer Peripheral Equipment and Software 157,836 175,779 174,848 153,845 150,618 144,089 157,103 162,237 160,033 169,994 172,623
4235 Sales ..Metals and Minerals, ex. Petroleum 88,514 86,514 93,806 84,847 81,746 81,238 120,828 136,091 158,006 162,138 170,837
4236 Sales ..Electrical Goods 201,145 224,125 260,041 231,864 222,957 232,433 264,753 283,614 319,555 346,510 350,756
4237 Sales ..Hardware, and Plumbing and Heating Equipment and Supplies 65,540 68,505 72,056 69,047 70,431 74,427 84,139 94,844 108,397 111,579 107,738
4238 Sales ..Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies 243,698 247,993 256,089 247,226 227,758 230,664 259,836 288,216 312,712 326,416 353,695
4239 Sales ..Miscellaneous Durable Goods 143,585 149,604 160,332 144,351 145,627 148,037 181,114 184,699 205,411 226,798 241,237
424 Sales .Nondurable goods 1,120,575 1,192,788 1,327,881 1,362,957 1,414,025 1,507,400 1,628,830 1,784,498 1,906,125 2,087,490 2,341,061
4241 Sales ..Paper and Paper Products 69,102 73,158 77,774 76,232 72,646 73,833 81,458 86,835 90,014 93,311 93,495
4242 Sales ..Drugs and Druggists' Sundries 125,599 151,527 175,979 210,672 245,625 271,301 291,571 322,447 338,330 346,453 364,196
4243 Sales ..Apparel, Piece Goods, and Notions 86,821 90,369 96,501 98,961 105,803 108,034 115,748 124,389 134,863 143,165 140,339
4244 Sales ..Groceries and Related Products 341,626 356,093 374,725 377,179 385,881 403,648 406,224 424,072 440,632 482,648 503,861
4245 Sales ..Farm Product Raw Materials 110,042 100,411 102,666 100,886 103,403 111,043 114,026 104,128 110,844 144,860 196,147
4246 Sales ..Chemicals and Allied Products 56,300 57,713 62,259 64,183 67,721 70,675 78,317 89,829 92,549 102,162 112,540
4247 Sales ..Petroleum and Petroleum Products 119,015 139,739 195,766 191,529 192,666 226,336 276,423 354,737 410,742 470,476 611,214
4248 Sales ..Beer, Wine, and Distilled Alcoholic Beverages 61,759 67,330 71,337 74,854 79,189 82,419 86,032 91,037 97,382 102,371 105,438
4249 Sales ..Miscellaneous Nondurable Goods 150,311 156,448 170,874 168,461 161,091 160,111 179,031 187,024 190,769 202,044 213,831

42 Inventories U.S. Merchant Wholesalers, Except Manufacturers' Sales 
Branches and Offices

272,575 290,207 309,413 298,169 302,238 309,384 339,868 366,553 397,773 424,177 438,730

423 Inventories .Durable goods 175,994 187,750 198,557 182,532 182,158 186,388 213,062 231,519 252,550 258,834 273,532
4231 Inventories ..Motor Vehicle and Motor Vehicle Parts and Supplies 23,453 26,800 28,758 27,520 29,932 31,681 33,888 37,778 40,291 41,869 45,781
4232 Inventories ..Furniture and Home Furnishings 5,268 5,693 6,385 6,008 6,340 6,760 7,151 7,737 8,306 8,367 8,204
4233 Inventories ..Lumber & Other Construction Materials 7,365 8,164 8,409 8,403 8,855 10,410 13,317 14,280 14,583 13,710 12,897
4234 Inventories ..Professional and Commercial Equipment and Supplies 26,698 28,060 27,776 24,235 24,722 25,036 27,291 27,632 29,461 29,988 30,745
42343 Inventories ...Computer and Computer Peripheral Equipment and Software 12,985 13,524 12,080 9,288 8,969 9,450 10,126 10,141 10,593 10,420 10,125
4235 Inventories ..Metals and Minerals, ex. Petroleum 12,947 12,844 13,368 11,925 12,033 12,108 18,938 19,518 24,660 23,049 26,434
4236 Inventories ..Electrical Goods 24,234 27,329 31,102 26,348 25,073 24,983 27,849 30,208 34,113 36,434 37,699
4237 Inventories ..Hardware, and Plumbing and Heating Equipment and Supplies 10,181 10,492 11,525 11,007 11,106 11,720 13,515 15,279 17,087 17,891 17,183
4238 Inventories ..Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies 47,762 49,802 51,151 49,171 46,557 44,852 50,067 55,963 60,943 63,718 69,673
4239 Inventories ..Miscellaneous Durable Goods 18,086 18,566 20,083 17,915 17,540 18,838 21,046 23,124 23,106 23,808 24,916
424 Inventories .Nondurable goods 96,581 102,457 110,856 115,637 120,080 122,996 126,806 135,034 145,223 165,343 165,198
4241 Inventories ..Paper and Paper Products 5,890 5,943 6,665 5,865 5,482 5,495 6,292 6,775 6,858 6,977 7,468
4242 Inventories ..Drugs and Druggists' Sundries 15,873 19,377 24,142 31,132 32,831 33,154 32,900 31,268 32,044 32,893 33,900
4243 Inventories ..Apparel, Piece Goods, and Notions 14,021 13,435 13,690 13,861 14,080 13,779 14,486 15,785 17,677 18,649 19,951
4244 Inventories ..Groceries and Related Products 19,037 20,332 20,422 19,147 20,230 20,090 20,589 22,629 24,342 27,042 29,064
4245 Inventories ..Farm Product Raw Materials 10,912 10,664 11,571 11,470 11,823 14,114 10,105 11,601 15,943 23,073 17,288
4246 Inventories ..Chemicals and Allied Products 5,783 6,074 6,037 6,142 6,588 6,633 7,297 8,182 8,276 9,753 10,310
4247 Inventories ..Petroleum and Petroleum Products 3,793 4,337 5,183 5,215 5,981 6,445 9,204 11,608 12,411 16,054 12,667
4248 Inventories ..Beer, Wine, and Distilled Alcoholic Beverages 5,796 6,152 6,505 6,364 6,957 7,192 7,663 8,257 8,922 9,881 11,195
4249 Inventories ..Miscellaneous Nondurable Goods 15,476 16,143 16,641 16,441 16,108 16,094 18,270 18,929 18,750 21,021 23,355

Estimates have not been adjusted for price changes.  Table 2A provides estimated measures of sampling variability.  Additional information on confidentiality protection, sampling error, sample design, and definitions may be found at 
http://www.census.gov/wholesale/www/how_surveys_are_collected/index.html. 

Footnotes:
r Revised data.  

Table 2. Estimated Sales and Inventories of U.S. Merchant Wholesalers, Except Manufacturers' Sales Branches and Offices:  1998
through 2008
Row headings are in columns A, B, and C.  Column headings are in row 4.  

[Sales and inventory estimates are shown in millions of dollars and are based on data from the Annual Wholesale Trade Survey.  All estimates have been adjusted using the preliminary results of the 2007 Economic Census.]

Note: (located below)


