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Sales of wholesalers, - 'als reported for 2,465 establishments, gained 6 percent in

Jamuary 1944 over January 1943, according to an announcement released today by J. C. Capt,
Director of the Census. On a year-to-year comparison, wholesalers reporting to this survey
noted almost no sales changé for ‘January 1943 s & gain of 37 percent for January 1942, and a
gain of 18 percent for Jaruary 1941, For the first month of 1944 dollar volume of whole-
salers throughout the country was 7 percent short of their December 1943 sales. !
;. Of the 35 trades shown separately in this survey, 8 recorded substantial (18% to
46%) sales gains and 18 showed moderate (4% to 14%) rises for January 1944 compared with
January 1943. Noteworthy increases occurred in gales of clothing and furnishings, except
shoes, (46%), automotive supplies (25%) » metals (227), and paper and its products (21%). .
Wholesalers of groceries and foods, except farm products, showed a sales gain of 13 percent;
drugs and sundries (liquor excluded), 10 percent; general hardware s 7 percent; and tobacco
and its products, 6 percent. Reduced dollar volumes were reported . for electrical goods

6%) s plumbing and heating supplies (8%), furniture and house furnishings (9%), and shoes.
and other footwear (11%). ’

) Inventories,in terms of dollars based on cost values, at the close of January 1944 .
were slightly (2%) higher than those of January a year ago, but inventories at that time
were 23 percent short of the January 1942 volume, Compared with the preceding month, January
1944 stocks showed a small (3%) gain, . :

The stock-sales ratio for wholesalers at the end of this January was 121 as against
12, for January 1943 and 105 for December 1943. Wholesalers of dry goods, with sales up
4 percent and inventories down 8 percent, showed a stock-sales ratio of 129 this January as
against 150 last Jamary, Sales Were up 14 percent for full-line wholesalers of groceries
and foods, except farm products s__and inventories were up 17 percent s Yreflected in a stock-
sales ratio of 153 for January 194, as against 147 for January 1943. : Wholesalers of beer
noted an 18 percent increase in sales and a substantially-decreased (25%) inventory—s stocke
sales ratio of 32 for this Jamuery, compared with 51 a year ago, In January 1944, jewelry.
wholesalers reported almost no change in sales, an 11 percent decrease in inventories, with
a stock-sales ratio of 267 against 245 last January. Of the 35 trades for which stock-sales
ratios are shown, 13 showsd increases for Januvary 1944 compared with January 1943,

Collections on accounts receivable were 10 percent higher for January 1944 than
for January 1943, but 7 percent less than those of December 1943. The collection percentage
for Jamvary 1944 was 110; for January 1943, 100; and for December 1943, 118, Accounts
receivable were 8 percent less on January 1, 1944 than on January 1, 1943;but at the beginning
of this January compared with December 1, 1943, only a small (3%) reduction was noted.

This monthly study is conducted Jointly by the National Association of Credit Men
and the Bureau of the Census. Detailed figures are presented -in the following tables in
summary for the United States and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing individual
operations, by geographic divisions. - ‘ : .
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WHOLESALERS'

WASHINGTON

SALES AND INVENTORIES
JANUARY 1944 :

e

.l

- SALES—CURRENT MONTH . INVENTORY-—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIC)Sa
Wb, Percent change : . Percent change
NESS of Numbei of
KIND OF BOSE rirms 17 oss ! an. 1944 Jannary firns o 1944 Jan. 1944 | %3 on dan. | Jan, | Dec.
reporting . an. 1944 reporting an. . . 1944 1944 1943 1943
sales 5 e o VS, s stocks 5 vsig | b "sig
an, 1943 ec, 1943 {Add 000) an. 1943 | Uec. ‘4'.5 (Add 000)

UNITED STATES 2,465 + 6 -7 $257,185 1,486 + 2 +3 $186,253 121 124 105

Automotive Snpplies.p...‘......................;......... 182 +25 -9 5,8R7 90’ ,-/2 + 2 3,019 155 193 152
Chemicals (industrial)eeseess cerssernsaie cnons 13 7 +15 810 10 R -10 587 93 101 124
Paints and VarnisheS..eessecescsesvvcccce 2’ 54 +3. + 7 2,965 14 -7 + 4 1,072 191 194 185
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoe€S.sewse 31 +46, -4 2,991 L -8 -R 588 87 113 128
Shoes and Other FOOLWEAY..eesessssccesasscscsacs P~ -11 -3 14,424 12 -1l + 1 2,498 52 57 53
Coal..................................u.\.........:..... 12 +8 -4 2,885 6 16 ~24 2,173 138 164 168
Drugs and Sundrieé (liquor ‘axeliuded) e veeaeossansenrnisne 124 +10 -3 25,188 92 22 + 9 32,149 164 149 148
DYy G008 sessuasssssanssosssinasarassntssssanenrinresss 8l 4 +12 17,049 43 -8 -2 34,074 120 150 144
Electrical GoodSB.esesescsosssvcnssscarconviossy 300 -6 ~26 18,333 - 266 -15 -1 12,44 kid 79 53
Dairy and Poultry ProduUCESseverassossasnsnsesssasanasves aR +13 b 2,208 17 +36 +36 277 28 25 20
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.sessesssseonrres erenveene 75 +14 -1 3,584 50 +14 -4 84l 23 23 19
Farm SUpplieS.cesssecesraessssinee P T IR T R R 10 +20 + 8 457 5 +48 +12 203 85 74 73
Furniture and House FornishingSieeeesssssssssivevsscnvin 46 -9 ~13 2,710 19 =23 + 8 2,549 156 177 116
Groseries and Foods, exgept Farm Product8,sesssssessarse £05 +13 -2 52,106 279 2 #+18 +3 35,800 142 135 135
FULL-1ine wholeSalers .sesssrssssensersoranmsornsonce 241 +14 -1 21,425 121 +17 +3 16,401 . 153 147 147
Voluntary-group WholesalerS.ssseesserses sesenuses 120 +10 -4 19,103 78 +18 + 4 13,313 153 145 142
Retailer-cooperabive warehouses 18 + 7 -1 4,403 12 +14 - R 2,794 106 100 106 .
Specialty lineSeesscscsocesnsee 126 - +22 + 1 7,175 68 +29 -1 3,292 108 97 99
Confectionery.sescsossesassessscorssoe 40 +13 -22 1,103 20 +24 +11 '+ 323 75 65 45
Meats and Meabt ProductS..eecevessssessesassusesanrnanvons 83 + 2 +16 28,037 40 + 4 + 2 7,407 58 56 . 57
BOEueaesvsssenesesessermserasntatsn s sttt 61 +18 -8 1,429 42 -25 -b 347 52 51 30
Wines and LiqUOrS.eeavesessesvessge wesaneseniern a +7 -19 7,617 29 =17 +5 7,714 nue 182 9
Liquor Department of Other Trades™.ssees eerennveseree 37 + 2 -39 7,007 35 +45 +11 10,458 156 106 83
Total Hardwars GroUDsecsesssesresscrossssuorsoneccanivns 04 +4 -6 29,103 183 N -9 + 2 31,731 175 205 162
General. AT GWAT B e e s enscosvsonsnonsnsbonssosesasnioocss 116 + 7 -8 17,795 70 -9 o+ 3 21,319 190 229 176
Tndustrial SUPPLieS.sssceseessssassnccssorercncanscons 94 ‘+ 5 -2 7,487 63 -8 -1 7,464 151 166 144
Plumbing and heating SUPPlisSeeissessscssssscccrcocnss 84 -8 -8 3,861 50 -8 + 5 2,948 156 174 128
JEWELETaeeessssnsnnsnssenesnnnsassrnaessrisannnssssssess b5 b A 985 1 -1 +28' 943 267 | 245 156
Optical GOOGS.svesessesoncoarasccansns seseasnenne 13 *20 + 7 220 7 -1 + 6 128 147 184 149
Iamber and Building MaterialS.eessecscsasssncoessosncces 46 -1 ~11 2,850 29 b -3 2,097 108 98 95
Machinery, Equipment and Supplies, except Electricale... 48 +9 «10 2,118 31 -7 -2 1,851 122 142 109
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment and Supplies.. 27 +13 -21 1,087 18 + 9 -1 1,is4 141 146 107
MELALS s evssvsvrsnssnsennssvsssnseisssennsnassrorersorses R7 +22 -5 , 2,667 14 +49 + 2 3,180 222 173 198
Paper and Its Products.. 83 +21 -3 6,440 ) -14 -4 3,248 102 153 102
PELTOLOW N, yessonvansonsssnannrrossessss 10 415 10 80 5 +8 +17 *349 86 72 52
Tobaceo and Tts ProductsSeesececiesesces . 127 + 6 25 13,312 . sl ~23 -4 4,128 ] .84 47
Leather and Shoe FindingS..eeesesess s 17 +11 -4 B2 8- ~27 + 3 148 172 249 196
MiSCELLANEOUS e vesssosversssssreusessasossrsasosessarcies 18 +28 -9 2,810 8 +14 +3 1,892 183 209 153

2 hege stock sales ratios are percentages obtained by dividing st.acks. by sales for an _identical group of firms,

b 1ess than 0,5 percent,
¢ Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
Chiefly of the wholesale drug trade. '
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WHOLESALERS’ ACCOUN

TS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

JANUARY 1944

COLLECTION PERCENTAGES ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

Nutber . Percent change As of

KIND OF BUSINESS ;I;of:tﬂsg January January December January 1944 January 1944 January 1,
1944 1943 1943 Vs, Vs, 1944

) . January 1943 | December 1943 {Add 000)

UNITED STATES 1,938 110 100 118 -8 -3 $187,789

Automotive Supplies............................................. 235 95 88 96 +10 -5 2,579
Chemicals (industrial).................................o........ 10 28 86 115 ~13 + 4 570
Paints and Varnishes............................................ R2 8¢ 58 72 -8 + 3 889
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShOoeSsseascsesstrssacssonnansan 27 98 71 97 =11 -13 3,393
Shoes and Other e R S .18 97 73 95 -21 -7 6,708
Goal 12 111 97 116 -10 +10 2,544
Drugs and Sundries (1iquor excluded)ssssessnceccenssosesencnassn ‘113 107 94 109 b -4 20,045
Dry B000S 1t e eunennsarorvnnnetueiossensonsoensasssnesansnnnmnnons 7L 84 7L 93 ~16 =10 15,770
Electrical Goods................................................ 269 77 75 87 =19 + 1 19,848
Dairy and Poultry PrOdUE St evaeenrsarnensestsncaesoncrenesonsss R2 181 142 198 .- + 2 869
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables. s sseeruscrrercnesnooanssosonsensnss 63 169 141 188 -7 b 1,792
Farm Supplies................................................... 7 143 128 153 +28 +11 233

Furniture and House FUPnishingS.eseresenseeseeeiineanesonsensnns 36 93 74 100 ~32 -13 2,576 ~
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductsSecessiarscecerninninnae 377 157 133 168 -8 -4 24,526
Full-line wholesalers®.cueeereeeessonaes 174 145 126 152 -2 B 10,862
VYoluntary-group WHOLeSaLerSauseunnsrarnososcoorsoenasnneneens 91 166 137 181 =14 -3 8,653
Retailer~cooperative WarehoUSeS.seeetuserennssreansvensornnnns 1a R34 R21 R65 -3 -2 1,318
SPeCilalty LiNeS.cuseeuerascnervennrsoesassnneonenesne 98 143 116 148 -8 -4 3,693
Confectionery.cvesssosescresssnecroene cecrereiervean ‘o 17 110 97 158 =3 +28 459
Meats and Meat Products.........,.........................,..... 57 176 187 172 -2 +12 14,279
Beer. 21 163 99 150 C =12 =11 251
Wines and Liquors............................................... 34 le4 131 RR2 R4 + 1 3,809
Total Hardware e R71 o1 80 103 =12 -4 27,651
General O S 104 97 86 114 -7 -8 15,433
Industrial SUPPLIES 4 eucceusivosenssonseconnncnasensones 84 87 79 20 ~12 b - 7,297
Plumbing and he@ting SUDDLIeS:ceciscsnnnenesornsansnsrnomnnns 83 76 67 - * 84 ~24 -2 4,021
Jewelry..,.a..................................................... 18 98 94 73 ~-27 ° -25 1,059
Optical Goods. 10 88 87 85 -9 -10 173
Lumber and Building Bt erials.eeserescosannssnnnanenscesnneensen 42 102 83 101 ~18 ~17 R,605
Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies, except Electrical..ueeeesees 4, 80 3 97 -1 + 4 2,140
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment and Suppli€Sesecseusaos 26 52 62 53 +57 +13 2,287
Metals R5 114 97 112 + 5 - 1" 2,354
Paper and Its Prodlx:ts.......................................... 75 96 83 92 + 8 =10 6,462
PetroletMeorecenseresonniss 7 133 113 148 + 4 + 7 393
Tobacco and Its Products,.. 85 81 151 90 +88 -12 13,633
Leather and Shoe Findings...eeeseesevsecess P 14 89 7R 88 =13 -7 309
M:Lscellaneous.......................................... 14 137 91 186 =32 + 9 6,983

2 Gollection percentages are obtained by dividing the collections by accounts receivable for an identical group of firps,

Less than 0.5 percent,
® Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
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WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GECGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

v ofad

JANUARY 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOSB
GECGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of! Percent change Number of Percent change
firms January firms Jan, 31,
KIND OF BUSINESS coporeiog| Jon 1984 | amn: 198k | PG roporang) den; 1904 | Jmo 398 | Tiga” || il | 168
sales | o, 1943 | Dec. 1945 | (pag o0y | oo | Jene 1943 | Dec. 1943 | (paq a00)

How ENlaNd.coesesseesssnssssnassraassanaivocaccscsene is2 + 5 =11 $14,025 114 -2 b 0,125 22 97 85
Automotive Supplies...cece sevaarersosiveses 4 + 5 =21, 23 (3 (] [} . e ‘e [ c
Shoes and Other Footwelr..cessesesssnerrvancess 4 -7 +13 311 4 +21 +13 535 172 133 17
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) 12 +11 +3 1,809 ] +17 + 9 2,166 - 157 149 147
Dry GoodS.issesene csansne 5 +14 +18 92 L - e e e [ [ e
Electrical Go0d8.cssessass 30 +8 18 1,758 7 =32 «18 775 45 72 45
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables...ceseeess 5 +8 -5 © 99 4 +29 44 8 10 : 16
Furniturs and House Purnishings........s.es 4 -l -4 le8 c c c c ¢ [ ¢
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.... 20 +13 «10 2,308 12 +10 * 6 842 117 119 108
Heats and Meat ProductSiessesseesicessasone 8 -6 b 2,458 8 -2 -4 1,287 51 49 55
Industrial Supplios.cessseesvee 12 w12 ~18 . 674 8 -7 -1 867 189 148 =7
Plumbing and Heating Supplies.... 9 ~ll wl2 7n 5 ~l6 +8 174 387 433 320

4 +14 -3 32 e c ¢ [ e e ]
HetolSesnosscssesosasesornoss 4 +37 +7 83 c ¢ e c c [ [
Paper and Its Products...ivecaee cee 8 -3 -l4 308 5 =21 -10 199 105 133 104
Tobacco and Its Productfececesssescvessrsvvrveioonss 11 +3 -33 1,371 e c c c ¢ ] e

Middle AtlantiCecsecesvssersessnavinssesncaarscnsescscss 518 +8 =10 54,000 307 -3 +4 33,085 104 . 118 86
Automotive SuppliesS..ssecicsvese .o 23 +28 -3 521 15 -3 +3 e87 191 273 177
Shoes and Other FoolWwoar.ceesesasecs 4 «l5 +38 629 ¢ [ "] c e e <

. Drugs -end Sundries (]iq\mr‘oxcluded). 19 +3 =10 4,815 15 +20 + 7 4,912 151 132 128

DIy GO0UBysasesnsasssssssssavene 35 -7 +14 5,213 18 22 b 2,025 108 144 128

Eldctrical GoodSieseeveoncs 58 -5 -25 4,081 S0 29 -3 2,074 54 73 41

Dairy and Poultry Products. 5 +48 +3 820 4 +68 +88 175 30 26 16

. Fresh Frults and Vegetables..... 14 +17 ~20 422 9 -3 +3 32 10 1 8
' Furniture and House Furnishings..eseeecsevss 12 -2 wl2 490 5 -38 +22 333 118 140 82
Groceries and Foods, .except Farm Productfsessescecss 84 o#l3 b 10,725 36 +21 b 4,613 136 127 124
Confactioneryesecesesvorssvosscrses 5 +22 =12 45 c c ¢ [ [ ¢ c

Meats snd Meat ProductS....ese 12 +18 +1 2,475 10 + 4 + 8 1,331 55 83 52

BOOI e ecossssavsnansssaversrsns 1a +35 -7 R75 10 -40 -l2 29 12 26 12

Géneral Hardware..acseseses 31 + 2 ~22 2,318 18 -8 + 5 2,779 208 228 202

Industrial Supplles..eeesss .26 -2 + 4 2,166 18 -2 b 1,488 99 80 94

Plunbing and Heating Supplies. 23 + 1 «18 1,038 11 -2 +8 970 144 160 101
Jewelry..eaee 9 b -8 345 6 ~13 +25 476 225 249 172
Optical GoodS.eveese veen 5 +18 +10 118 c c c (-] (-] [ ¢

Tumber and Building 7 +185 31 314 4 -8 + 2 110 120 133 84

Machinery, Eqpt., and Supplies, except Elsctrical... 8 +17 +3L 130 c ¢ e e c 3 e
Surgical, Medicsl,and Hospital Egpt. and Suppliesee. 4 +9 -1l kg3 ] [} ] [ [} e ¢
Matals.cieovosersssccsansssivesese 8 +17 «10 1,177 c c c e e c ¢

. Paper and Its Products... 24 +30 +3 1, 13 =18 -9 866 58 102 b+
PetroleWn.seseessoeonsossvnesane 4 +15 -9 522 [ [ e S e ¢

‘ Tobacco and Tts Products..aeaces 41 + 7 «27 5,638 24 55 -6 2,770 .18 98 47
Esat North Central.cesesescicessooccvecenns 475 + 7 =10 44,858 303 +1 +2 33,410 s 0z 98

ceeseeinse . 46 L +18 1,018 31 +1 +3 1,134 146 1es 141

Paints and VarnisheBecevsesaesissccecee [} +10 - +1 R72 S - -2 388 146 1e7 149

Clothing snd Purnishings, except Shoes. 7 +23 +14 106 ‘e ¢ ] [ ¢ < 3

Drugs and Sundries {liquor excluded) .o R3 +12 -8 4,548 6 +22 + 8 4,854 144 132 125

Y 8 +19 +36 1,166 5 -7 -16 820 ™ 122 127

57 + 4 =31 3,985 48 -11 +2 2,683 74 87 49

15 -8 +3 527 9 -2 -8 80 R7 3 7

15 + 4 -l 738 11 +13 =20 171 34 33 33

Furniture and House Furnishings..eceseces 7 =25 +18 24 S -41 -1 33 160 189 159

Groceries and Foods, except Farm Produs 82 "+l4 -4 11,863 53 +21 b 9,898 180 150 153
Confectionerysssesesses 8 +19 =12 138 4 +17 -17 49 84 8L (-]

Meats and Meat Products... 18 -§ -8 5,629 12 «12 + 4 2,479 50 53 4“4
BEErucsssesvennscoavecave ereces 15 +20 -7 371 1u =17 +7 59 27 42 24

Wines and L1qUOTS...ssessccsesscorerorarsucseses 12 - «30 ) 982 8 w36 -6 622 103 146 70

3-30867 . o o ‘ -+ (Continusd on next page) "
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOCGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
SLMUARY 1944
SALZS—-CURRENT MONTH INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATTOS®
. - - T
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISICN Number of Percent change Nauiber of Percent change ‘
firss I A Jamanry firms . A Jan. 31,
KIND OF BUSINESS reporting J‘m;_(“s@ Jan‘.FJ.QvA o leus reporting Jan;slg/;é Jan:,sla-u 1944 11324 J;Z:s I;SZ;
188 | en. 1948 pee. 194o (aaa 000y | 1 | Jame 1943 | Dec. 1945 | (444 yog)
East North Centrzl {continued)
GANRYA]l HaTCWRI B e res e saarasnovonassontonersnneses 12 -1 -7 . $1,599 8 . -16 +10 $2,611 188 225 157
Industrial BuppiicSeceerersananees Ceseassient i4 -5 + 2 9lx 8 -3 4 350 23 R :i4 90
Piumbing and Heating SUPPLieS. crsrvinscosvrorncesoee 14 -1 ~11 1. 481 10 -3 +5 521 204 226 178
N A LT T L LR ! 7 ~R0 ~16 239 ce c e | C e e [
Lumber and Building Heterialsieiiirerstaesnasisonns 11 +20 410 486 i 5 ~12 -5 248 153 142 1s2
Machinary, Fqpt.,end Supplies, except Electrical.... 11 +28 +12 538 4 «20 -1 04 ] 125 80
Surgicai, Nedieal,anc Hospital Eapt. and Supplies... 7 + 8 32 6838 4 +13 4 -4 8§07 96 e1 65
!Eex‘.als..«........................................... ] + 8 -3 866 c c e (] (] ¢ c
Paper and [ts Produets . ceeraeneeiocrsarntntnsnsnnnns 3 +30 -3 £,873 1c ~18 +1 891 84 163 38
Tabaceo and Its Produets veivssrereseinrnonssanensan 20 +10 -R2 2,739 . 1 +20 b 804 55 55 49
Hest North Cetbral.. uveuiesnsunceenneoncsinnncsncesse 239 +8 -8 24,851 162 b +2 30,238 148 ie2 134
; 21 +17 ~ 4 49 0 +11 +7 1985 173 108 T les
4 +20 +57 287 4 +13 | -12 - 288 11z 118 200
Shoss and Cther e T, 4 -8 *311 - 1,068 c c [ - e ¢ c c
Drugs and Sundriss (1iquos excluded)eeseseesesss s, 14 + 9 +2 3,083 12 18 +7 4,377 167 160 154
U5 GO0US. . svatetoreunncnsassieeoncesnsnsnsannss ] + 8 13 5,940 4 -7 -4 8,083 144 T3 138 ~
Elsctrieai ChS e ssseannnronesnracsesasssecssecssnes 31 +18 ~19 1,195 28 =168~ + 2 992 96 136 75
Groceries and Foods, 2xespt Farm Products...eeeveces. 55 + 8 -5 4,569 42 +18 + 9 5,743 161 150 138
Beer.........‘........h..........‘........-......... 7 42 + 5 173 3 < c (] c ¢ [
BENETEl e CAAr e s ive i it rnesnnonsonasocansnenn 11 +27 -8 2,652 10 10 + 4 5,002 200 80 180
industris SUENLiE8e i ciiuinnesirsocanaenennnnne 10 =5 -3 585 5 24 -8 388 129 177 142
Fluabirg and deabing SUPDLietensinecsennsnnnnsonnnes 10 + 3 + 5 383 [ ~17 ~- 4 234 131 208 158
Lumber and Building Haterialsuieuuesrsecasasvoionense 3] +18 <11 282 e ¢ 2 [ c c .e’
Surgicsl, Medical, and Hospital Egpt. and Supplies., 4 +17 + 1 8z 4 + 2 =} 207 252 R80 268
Fzper and Tts PrUtICES e st venrnrnranracceasennesannss 8 +18 ¢ +11 215 [ ] e e c e | c
Tobaceo and Tts e 2 P 10 + 4 B ) SQL [ c c c e c c
R 5 L T S 358 + 7 -4 '25,46C 23 *+ 5 * 4 16,420 105 104 85
. Automotive Su;;plies-................................. 17 - +18 =13 342 8 -6 -3 : 142 119 174 143
Paints and Vsrnishes..,...................._.......... .4 ~35 =16 145 4 -7 + 7 192 132 82 103
Clothing and Furnishings, sxcept SHOBSeeesssseesssay 5 +30 +67 200 c ( ¢ c ¢ c c
Brugs ona Siwiries {LliqUOr eXCLiuded).ses.ewseesooo.. 20 +12 T2 2,373 11 +22 +12 2,242 i78 185 H
Try 00084 veseennraennunsaunterionsiasesonssrnnsos 7 +26 +63 1,345 4~ -3 +33 700 - 139 a7 204
Elecirical BO0US  taternesecasvasassrsarniannsnsanson 49 -24 -23 2,798 S48 <10 + 5 2,053 74 84 54
Fresn Fraits and Vegetables.vieienenarsarennsenannn, 12 +28 ~28 : 673 7 -2 =1l S0 20 25 15
Ferniture an® House FUMIshingSeeenesineaeesrannnss -8 + 7 +12. 77 c - e ' c c c c [3
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products,.cececves.. 95 +18 + 1 6,372 40 +11 - -1 ) 2,825 107 108 8
Confecti-:mery....................................... 17 +19 -1 38E 10 +18 +33 145 81 55 39
Vests and Yesar R 8 + 3 +20 1,041 [} +44 + 1 480 45 32 54
Beer.....e..........................g............... 8 -3 ~10 . 303 ] -5 +13 115 45 50 36
Ceneral Hardwire.ueseseeeessersossossnsreansocnnnnnon 17 +14 +3 1,662 1 b + 8 1,287 | 152 . 185 153
Plumbing and Heating SUPPLieS.eucnsavonscesernnnsanei i8 -3 -1l 728 [ e e c ¢ ] ¢
JOHE LTy et esiasaetaerinnneiserisnanesrenssnnnnensans 4 +&7 =26 136 e & c c e e ¢
Lugber ard Bullding Haterials.esssecesesseecssssns,, 4 +28 ~11 55 ¢ c ¢ e c ] [
Machinery, Fgpt., and Suppiies, except Eiecirical... 6 , + 6 -5 02 4 -1 + 5 239 210 210 200
Paper and Its ProfUCHS.uueseecveccvesesnncosanensn., i2 | + 3 + 8 713 S =12 -8 410 127 153 144
Tohacco and Its Procducts.e,.e.. “cretecrenererceenn” 16 ’ + 5 =1 1,255 4 7 -3 208 46 47 41

5 edeg
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WQ!BMERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY CECCRAPHIC DIVISIONS

JANUARY 1944 «E
©
N (-]
SALES-—CURRENT MONTH . INVENTORY-—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCE-SALES RA"(']'.OSa
GECGRAPHIC DI_YISXON Number of] Porcent -change . ber of Percent change o son s e
firms Janu: firms e Oly 3 an. Co
KIND OF BUSINESS ‘ soporting Jan;s1944 Jan;s1944 . 19;4‘?-" reporting Jm;smM Jan:'s1944 1944 1981 | 1943 1045
sales 1 3 atooks . .
Jan, 1943 | Dec, 1943 {Ad4 000) Jan. 1943 | Dec, 1943 | (add 000)
. Fast South Centraliecsseessecesce 132 +18 +3 $10,995 68 210 +1 gr,858 | 128 130 121
Aitomotive SupplieSiececcorsccasnn voe 8 +11 -1 143 ] [ ’ [ [ [ e e
Drugs and Sundries (liquor exclude 1 #11 + 2 2,036 L] [ [ L] (3 c ¢
(000Seeacvossarssnsscsssoraneses 5 +8 +131 897 [ ¢ [ ¢ ¢ e ¢
Electrical Goods . 11 +20 -27 342 8 «l9 +8 238 a2 120 5 N
Fresh Fruits and Vegst . g +23 -4 278 [ e c ¢ 3 3 ' ¢
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products . 33 +22 -1 2,702 14 +22 b 1,898 126 121 128
Wines and Ligquors. resevaaviesses . 4 +26 -38 847 [ [] e e ¢ c c
N 10 +13 +11 1,953 5 -4 -2 1,280 pra 140 154
5 +35 + 8 261 ] c L c ] [
4 +27 27 98 c [ [ ¢ c < e
4 + 4 +8 247 ] < (] ] s c (]
fHast South Centralesssesssessasisssasesssares -] +8 =4 20,359 154 +10 +4 20,578 18 143
Automotive SUpPli6Sesssceescensecse . 5 *42 12 1458 4 -6 +3 119 88 131 93
Sundries (liquor excluded 15 Q2 -l 2,487 11 +27 +5 4,148 196 173 188
4 +24 +137 700 -4 +22 12 817 nur pat:] 248~
26 «19 «38 969 22 11 B b 730 92 84 56
86 "9 +2 B,072 3 +12 +5 8,589 138 134 138
17 -7 +3 2,667 9 b -1 2,204 156 167 166
7 +34 1,711 8 w11 -1 2,927 220 315 206
Machinery, Eqpts, » 5 +54 +16 Y © 4 -8 -8 163 m 91 139 ¢
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.as’ ] +26 b 86 ] ¢ [} c c ¢
Tobacco and Its ProductSssessessevascssnasacacse - 2 +13 10 315 ] ¢ [ e ¢ e e
HOUIEE1N, ¢ yav e e oessesorosnsossnsssnanoraseronrsosacss 8 +4 =10 8,93 84 a7 b 2,935 1
Automotive Supplies... . . 17 + 6 «20 267 [} w2 -1 211 243 265 248
Electrical GoodSssesesassecavsasacs 13 -5 ~27 444 10 =27 -3 300 85 103 6L
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables..eovareatees o 4 +11 -15 99 4 +25 +33 20 R0 18 pi}
Groceries and Foods, exceph Farm Products. . 16 +12 -4 1,211 3 +25 -1 1,752 182 148 158
Usats and Meat Products. ewrerareneenn . 4 +1 +30 975 [ -] < e [ [ 3
General Hardwaresssesssaes § +8 ~23 528 ¢ ¢ c ¢ ] [ ‘e
Lunber and Building Materials.... 4 -4 -7 730 4 -1 -2 968 133 128 112
Tobaceo and Its ProductSececescecccsserccares 4 +13 -22 222 e e ¢ c e 3 (]
PACLELC s vsanasnsasanronsvorsanosnsiessneranes 232 +5 «14 29,392 120 +5 +5 26,154 16 us | 1o
Automotive Supplies.seecsssesensecacscenos 43 47 -19 919 10 - -1 338 138 196 137
Clothing and Furnishings, axcépt Shoes.. 4 +47 +27 100 ¢ e (] 3 (-3 (] (]
Dry Goods.. % wsseveseariecerante 9 -1l +18 1,432 c c < el e [3 3
3 25 «13 ~25 2,855 28 + 5 -l 2,569 90 74" 88
7 +14 «l6 788 6 +46 +35 . 182 25 18 15
1 -5 =23 1,089 5 =10 + B 1,514 181 172 110
Grocerdes and Foods, 30 +11 -2 . 4,884 18 *24 + 4 1,841 . 131 116 113
Moats gnd Meat ProductScesvsseccscracsee . 4 +27 +19 8 ¢ 3 [ 3 L3 ‘e c
Be@resesevascnvaraoss . 9 *12 w21 209 8 -4 12 53 37 70 33
Wines and Liquors... . 4 +28 21 1,987 L] ¢ [ e ¢ ¢ e
Thdustrial Suppliescsessses ‘ s +42 +2 377 ¢ ¢ c e © ¢ c
Plumbing and Heating Supplies. . 5 -17 +3 1,009 [ ¢ e ¢ e e ¢
Lumber and Building MaterialSe.eeessossusse 9 =21 =18 684 9 *13 -7 458 87 48" 59
Mizchirnery, Eapt., &nd Supplies, except Ele 9 +18 ~5 504 4 -5 -10 159 90 us 127
MetalS.seesaseasnasoniese veswsesasessenns 5 +49 b 551 [ [ e © c 3 [
Tobacco and Its Produsts... . -9 =31 1,071 ¢ ¢ e e c © e
Leather and Shoe Findings.esee 4 +21 =0 69 e e ¢ ¢ i c e
T These stock-aales ratics are porcentages obtained by dividing atocks by sales for an identicsl group of firms. 5
D Less than 0.5 percent, i . :
% Tnsufficient data to show separstely.
. States Comprising Geographic Divisions: ~
New England = (Conn., Maine, Hasss, N. He, Re Loy Vta) South Atlantic - {Dpel,, D. C., Fla,, Ga., Md, N. Cup S. Gy Vau, W Va.)
Middie Atlantic = (M. d., Ne Y., Pa.) East South Central - (Ma., Ky., las,, Tem.s
East North Central - (Ill., Ind., Mich,, Ohio, Wis,) West South Central = (Ark., La., Okla,, Tex.)
3.50867 West North Central - (Tows, Rans., Minn., Mo., NeBr, Moutatn — (Ariz, Colo., fdaho, ont.; Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
: . Dak., Se Dak.) . Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Cooperating with the ~ DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE Current

National Association . BUREAU OF THE CENSUS Statistical
of Credit Men h :

Sexvice
WASHINGTON : L

WHOLESALFRS! SALES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS
T FEBTUARY 1941

Sales of wholesalers, as reported by 2 s954 establishments, gained 5 psrcent in
February 1944 over Pebruary 1943 » aecording to an announcement relsased today by J. €, Capt,
Director of the Census. Sales voluues were virtually the same in January and February  this
year, but the combined sales of the first 2 months of 1944 were 6 psrcent over the veolume
recorded for the same period in 1943.

Of ths 35 trades shown separately in this report; 9 recorded substantial (15% to
43%) sales gains and 15 showed moderate (4% to 14%) rises for February 1944 compared with
February 1943. Noteworthy increases occurred in sales of farm supplies (43%), beer and
automotive supplies (each 25%), surgical, medical » and hospital equipment and wsupplies
(24%), and clothing and furnishings » except shoes (23%), Wholesalers of drugs and sundries
shared & sales gain of 11 percent; genmeral hardware and voluntary-group wholesalers of
groceries and foods, except farm products s @ach 9 percent; and dry goods, tobacco and its
products, and full<line wholesalers of groceries and foods, each 5 parcent. The largest
seles decrease was registered by electrical goods wholesalers, whose average was 11 percent
belom the dollar volume recorded in February 1943, : -

Inventories, in terms of dollars based on cost values, at the close of Februayy
1944 were 5 percent higher than those of February a year ago., The total dollar value of
wholesalers' stocks remained about the sams s however, for the first 2 months of 1944, but in
February 1944 variations among the 35 trades were from & 25 percent gain, for confectionery,
te a 25 percent decrease, for coal. :

‘ The sbtock-sales ratio for wholesslers st the end of this February was 122 as against
120 for February 1943 and 123 for Japuery 1944, Wholesalers of paper and its products, with
sales up 16 percent and inventories dowm 15 percent, showed a stock-sales ratio of 111 this
February as against 152 last February. Sales wers up 14 percent for wholesaslers of paints
and varnishes, and inventories were virtually unchanged, reflscted in a stock-sales ratie of
196 for Pebruary 1944 as against 205 for February 19,3. Wholesalers of furniture and house
furnishings noted an 8 percent decrease in sales and a 4 psicent decrsase in inventopy-——a
stock-sales ratio of 148 for this February, compared with 150 a year 8go. In February 1944,
shoes and other footwear wholeselers reported a 6 pexcent decline in sales, & minor (2%) de-
crease in inventories, with a stock-sales ratio of 56 against 58 last’ February. Of the
35 trades for which stock-sales ratios are shown, 15 showed increases for February 1944 com-
pared with February 1943. . .

: Collections on accounts receivable were 22 percent higher for February 1944 than
for February 1943, bubt only slightly (2%) over those of January 1944. The collection par
centage for February 1944 was 118; for February 193, 97;and for January 1944, 116. Accounts
receivable wers 12 percent less on Februaxy ), 1944 than on Febyuary 1, 1943; but at the

beginning of this February compared with January 1, 1944, only & small (2%) reduction was
noted, ’

This monthly study is conducted Jointly by the National Association of Credit Men
and the Bureau of the Census., Detailed figures are presented in the following tables in
sumuary for the United States and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing individual
operations, by geographic divisions, :

331372
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGCTON
WHOLESALER®’ SALES AND INVENTORIES
FEBRUARY 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVMORY——E‘.ND—OF—MONTH‘ {At Cost) STUCK-SALES RATIOSa
b Percent change : Percent change ’
of of
KIND OF BUSINESS firme February th mmhs firns Feb. 29, | Feb, | Feb, | Jane
reporting Feb';'leM Feb;81944 1944 from 2 1044 reporting Feb;slgM Feb;sJ.QM 1943 1944 | 1943 1944
sale: . s stocks . .
. 1943 s
Feb, 1943| Jan. 1944 | (x43 ooy | ™°° 19 (Add 000) Feb, 1945 | Jans 194 | 1444.000)
UNITED STATES . 2,554 +5 +1 $267,208 +6 $573,089 1,560 +5 + 1 $195,429 | 122 | 120 | 123

Automotive SUPPlieSeeiesserssrvannesosestssnnisicree 165 +25 c 3,763 23 8,656 © 89 + 1 c 3,161 150 192 153

Chemicals (industrial).eussessssrssssecvssss 13 +13 -9 590 +12 2,471 ] L -2 408 114 132 88

Paints and VarnisheS.c.cceescssssssssvsndnse 60 +14 +14 . 3,461 + 7 8,995 .16 -1 ] 1,R80 186 08 222

Clothing and Furnishings, except Sho®Seeacecerssoves 28 < +R8 +16 2,280 +35 5,299 10 23 -4 148 86 1, 109 88

Shoes and Other Footweariceeassesass 31 -8 + 2 15,629 -8 30,097 18 -2 + 1 4,551 56 58 80

C08Llaveienssnsnossssasnasrrnssssossnasn 15 * R -8 2,808 + 8 8,029 7. + 4 -5 1,843 113 o8 136

Drugs and Sundries (liquor exeluded)eeeseevsvecscass 133 +11 -6 24,610 +10 51,279 101 +20 48 34,313 | 177 165 | 162

Dy (0005 iessenorcsnsassrsssnasscsavossnsss 87 + 8 -2 18,888 +5 36,904 45 -2 e 14,468 121 133 121

Electrical G000B.sesecsscssosvsnsovossesses 294 =11 +11 17,824 -9 38,241 254 -8 + 4 12,429 77 74 83

Dairy and Poultry ProdustS... eresasscavansse 36 + 4 -1 3,165 + 7 5,717 20 +8 -8 304 7 28 30

Frosh Fruits and Vegetables..sos seosavoeaan 75 +8 | =8 3,696 +12 8,780 48 -d -4 406 19 20 19

Farm SUpplieB.cecececoensssanacssnsse .o 12 +43 +48 3,463 +40 3,998 7 +51 ' 410 468 110 87 28

Forniturs snd House FurnishingBeseseisscesesserveces 45 - B -3 2,785 -8 5,767 248 | - =~ 4 + 1 3,073 148 150 143

. % .

Groceries and Foods, except Ferm ProductS.seeseecess 589 + 7 +1 58,281 +10 132,144 343 +18 < 46,243 142 130 144
Full«line Wholesslers®...essennsoresrornessssanson 289 + 5 + 1 26,130 +8 55,258 187 +15 - 1 24,593 147 133 149
Yolunhary=group WholesalerSssosssssrevssscensseins o3 * 9 + 3 20,596 +11 45,240 a8 - #18 + 1 14,212 188 148 161
Retailer~cooperative WarahouseS.esessssvessensnscs 17 + 7 + 1 . 4,870 +7 3 9,381 12 +13 [ 3,324 i1 108 114
Speclalty 1inesS.csscscscsacncascoss 132 +10 =5 6,895 +17 22,265 76 +32 + 8 4,114 112 93 103

Confectioneryeessososssossssscsasansnse 38 +18 +13 1,187 - +18 . 2,290 18 +48 +25 377 84 7 80

Heata and Meal ProductScesraevessssssinasrsaersecae 85 | + 2 =5 27,555 + R 56,965 42 +11 + 7 7,538 57 51 55

BEEY, esorseessanscasasssonsissescessseecovonsvsosson 57 +R5 + 7 1,414 +19 3,152 38 37 -7 248 22 46 ‘26

Wines and LIQUOTrSecscssssesssnsesoncave 6 -7 =13 4,488 -1 14,789 24 ~27 -13 3,610 plec] a4 18

Licuor Department of Other Trades Qiesnsessreraseas 37 . +15 +18 7,944 +8 15,085 35 +45 4 10,6842 135 107 | 150

Total Hardware Gfoup.........,......'....... esoeaans ‘304 + 4 ¥ 4 30,370 + 4 84,859 - 197 -5 + R 32,821 186 181 mn
Gancral hardwarS..sseccavasesscesrerrssanressssssne 121 + 9. + 9 18,776 +7 40,061 76 -5 +1 22,737 176 201 188
Industrial SuUPPLlieSusscvsessasicosssesrrnsusvessis 94 -1 -§ 7,593 + 2 16,320 62 -7 + 3 7,183 ' 153 1s2 137
Plumbing and heatingwsupplies.,..,,;............-. 89 S -4 + 4 4,001 -7 8,478 60 -4 + 4 2,921 136 137 144

JowelrFeaeevne 3 +10 +13 1,094 + 5 2,080 9 +28 +22 979 261 206 204

Optical GoodSeses 16 +23 +18 275 +22 515 8 +3 -9 71 116 141 158

Lumber and Building MaterialScsesesssscssscocnssssee 55 + 5 -7 2,776 + 2 6,419 . 36 + 4 c 2,710 140 134 129

Machinery, Equipment and Supplies, except Elsctrical 51 + 7 + 6 12,134 +7 4,641 32 -4 + 1 1,939 128 139 138

Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equip. and Supplies. 24 +24 +14 1,252 +19 2,361 13 + 6 -2 857 100 124 123

MobalSosesesvaovssasvsonsstsorssasrsnonsrasccissassen 27 + 2 e 2,802 415 7,096 1n +24 + 1 1,496 258 a1l 262

Paper and ItS ProductS.eeccecssrssscissioneracansans 85 +168 - 6,839 +18 14,497 39 ~15 e 3,530 | 111 152 | 108

9 +10 - -6 578 +11 1,179 6 + 4 + 2 362 ] a1 85

125 + 5. +8 12,582 + 8 26,802 47 ~31 -3 3,312 s | . 87 80

19 -3 + 6 334 +3 638 9 -18 + 5 228 68 174 181

Bi80611laNC0US soesscasossossssanassacssssssansesoses 20 +10 -12 2,625 #18' 5,856 10 + 5 -1 " 1,851 220 186 187

a These stock sales ratios are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by sales for an identicsl group of firms,
b Number does not apply in all cases to the year-to-date figures.

¢ Tess than 0,5 percent. g

d Not affiliated with voluntary or coo spative groups.

8 Chiefly of the wholesale drug trade.

¢ efed
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WHOLESALERS’ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

FEBRUARY 1944

COLLECTION PERCENTAGEE?' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

‘ Number Peroent change o )

KIND OF BUSINESS of firms : > AT . hsof
: reporting February February January February 1944 | February 1944 | February 1,

1944 1943 1944 s, ove. © 1944
February 1943 | January 1944 {Add 000)

UNITED STATES 2,062 118 97 116 wl2 - 2 $177,792

Automobive SUPPLieS..oescseessvereeseoresssrossrccersastvassconss 143 95 90 97 +11 + 3 3,186
Chemicals (industrial)ceeessssosossseosssrsvsnssinsssnorervosnsve 12 109 8L 109 =11’ +13 526
Paints and VarnisneSeesesvsesessresverssssssssoncsisssionsscersosas . 26 74 65 74 -~ 5 + 6 778
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS.eceenseiveveroccascvesnons 22 97 84 87 w11 =13 11,823
Shoes 2nd Other FootWear.cssessevesscosvosnssossseocvsessarsuvasse 26 86 62 96 =30 +'3 7,132
COBL, eensonaoosancsasunsssssaasssssosnenissorssaravescsoraesissesis 15 106 10L 110 -2 - R 2,837
Drugs and Sundries (liquor exCluded) sessensrecanrvaseinnanisarive 122 107 - 91 108 -3 b 21,452
DYy GOOGSceesesessssssasssnosssssscensussessassorsesanonsosascsse 75 7 65 85 w14 . +10 18,086
EIECLILCAL GOOOSaerssssasescinesioasosssosssnssrarnsesacnssssossns 266 82 63 75 -28 =15 (14,852
Dairy and Poultry Productsc... rseseerevsearesacessracsrbeie 3 172 157 163 + 2 wlQ 1,500
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables... ssessacasrneas . 80 158 143 156 w3, = 9 1,682
Parm Suppli€S,.escecscssrsesscnvecasosssssonsvans vaee 6 139 127 151 411 + 7 184
Furniture and House Furmshn.ngs.................................. 38 92 73 97 «R5 7 2,721
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSeesescsveeessovassensvas 424 156 131 1585 -6 + 4 20,183,
Full-line wholesalers®.iueeeeserecsscvrorsnsnencosssoncansorosss 208 144 183 143 -8 + 3 14,110
Voluntary~group wholesalerS..cseessss eerrrrsesune 103 168 136 167 - 8 + 5 2,587
Retailer-cooperative WarehouseB.ceecssssonssasnsvoonse 14 234 216 239 v 4 +«12 - 3,588
Specialty LineSismssuisessvessscensstossaasassorassoseracrssins 102 137 117 14 w1 2 - 3,328
CONEEChiONET e sosessnsresanssssssasasnssssvdossossssnsassorsassns 15 132 110 113 =12 =23 381
Meats and Meat ProductS.sseescssscessssscsssnissncsosssotascssrns 58 188 173 180 -3 =3 13,911 -

4

BEET s s eoveesasnsobsssasessesesosersnessrosvssatsorvsoosivrnasses 22 171 118 170. -8 =5 245
Wines and LiqUOrS..eseeeavsdeosrsgecnicssesneisiossccsroostasosen 28 R1L 137 174 =28 =20 1,811
Liquor Department of Other Trades ..seisssssssscessercocrcsoneses 34 199 107 .1s8 =52 2B 3,558
Total Hardware GroUD.e.essssesesssonserevssassessscssosssscransns 280 93 80 92 =12 +1 28,308
Goneral hardware.seeeessssssssccsssssnes 110 98 84 98. -9 + 3 15,948
Industrial supplieS.cseescecsassesecnsnas 84 20 80 87 =10 -2 ‘7,517
Plumbing and heating supplieS.eseessssssveccssescsoocvsserences 86 81 70 77 =23 -2 4,843
JEWOLE T v eeessinronssoscsssssssrasasosurosiassnsassoinsonvassansch 18 85 53 97 ‘o 2 =1 624
Optical GoodSeececvsnnesvans J T R X TR 12 91 Ve .94 - 8 ) 185
Lumber &and Building Materials.seessse 51 101 82 101 =10 + 4 2,771
Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies, except Blectricaleeeeveee 43 99 3 85 =10 -1 1,969
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment and Supplies..csseseccss 23 63 64 54 +40 ~10 2,050
MOtALS evncnssorssavesasnssasossivintnserssssessorssestsersasnsein. 25 12 11 118 + 4 -4 2,360
Paper and Its Products..secssessseiosessecosocstoaccicscccecsanes 72 94 78 93 + 3 -3 8,526
Pelroleumssesiecaracrsons vevssssnrnsane . 7 133 109 131 =10 - 9 368
Tobacco and Its ProductS.ccssssresncersvassssssssccsacs . 86 198 153 188 =20 -8 4,893
Leather and Shoe FindingS.cesseeccscosssssnssssrcssrossssosaasvrns 16 92 76 88 «12 - B 326
Hi8CEllancoUS.cssecanecsosrsosasessssssssrresssscsasencscossssaes 16 99 80 95 + 4 -1 2,086

2 gollection percentages are obtained by d:.wn.dmg the collections by accounts receivable for an identical group of firms.

c less than 0,5 percente.
Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperatlve groups°
Chiefly of the wholesals drug trade.

¢ o8eg



WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

N L FEBRUARY 1944
N ”
E SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES-—YEAR-TQ-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK~-SALES RATIOSa
A ,
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Sumbor of Poroent oRan@® | fewruary | Percent Two Number of | _Perdent change Feb. 2
. o P chan, firms Ve s
KiND OF BUSINESS reportisg Feb. 1944 Fob, 19841 1w e m;:zs reporting | o0y 1944 |Feb. 1o44 1844 Feb, | Fob, | den.
salss Feb. 1943} Jan, 1944 mos. 1943 stooks |ypgy, To4s Jan, is 4 1844 | 1943 1944
{4dd 000) {Add_900) {4dd 000}
164 s +1 $14,293 + 2 $29.445 107 +6 +5 9,085 97 88 93
. Onem : i - ol A N a4 —a 0 | L BB
+ + ) + 1,754 - d a
T Drugs and Sundries (liquor axcluded) ceauwe 12 + 4 L~14 1,639 + 8 5:548 8 +17 c l,954d 182d ].5'7d 1.55‘i
Dry G00d8.vecsociivascsnavsransaars -5 +13 4 174 +13 355 d d d d 4 4 d
22 -li - ﬁ l,%g -4 3,609 26 ~13 +17 905 55 85 45
- - +9 230 s ~16 «15
Furniture and House Furnishings...esvsssescessases 4 ~10 +8 198 -3 445 d [+ d ud llcl md Jld
Grosgries and Foods, except Farm Products, one 18 -1 -8 2,100 +6 4,433 ] +11° + 8 798 - 149 115 151
- l{::?;&:luantp&mdmts.................-......... 7 -12 +16 2,9l || -9 - 5,369 7 +32 +9 1,395 48 32 51
. SupplieSesevenesoncoee 1R -9 -l 666 <1l 3 1,340 9 -5 + 6 1,155 % 210 192
gt?ix{gmmgs Heating Supplies. i -7 +2§ :(;% . -12 '122 4 - -_8 -1 *1go 375 4% Eg
ci OUS o raceanesrsussasaraassscssssasssssnne c - + d d d :
Machinery,Eqpt,,and Supplies, except Electrical,.. 4 +12 -3 150 + 5 322 4 d d : g, g 5 g
MotalSuceivesnsonnavesnasnces . 5 -22 +11 268 15 329 d d a d 4y di 4
Paper and Its ProductS.eewe. 8 +38 +15 3686 , +15 -, 874 S -1 -3 28 s ¢+ 188 ;117
Tobacco and Its Productieicssceersoavesasenrsesceins 9 + 4 + 8 1,282 + 4 2,633 4 d d d dl di d
!
#ddle Atlantic.s.... 534 »7 2 5,145 | 28 118,621 318 -3 + 31,615 f
Automotive Suppli: .. . . 21 431 -9 B +81 .o897 -}.Z ~5 — ey 195 | 244 | 'ig-ﬁ
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoe: .s 9 +35 +42 1,878 +44 3,830 d d a d d d d
Shoes and Other FoolWeari.iceeseecnsense 8 -5 -5 801 10 1,430 d -4 d - d d ! d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded).. csuerae P& +8 -8 4,713 + 6 9,657 18 +19 + 2 5,213 180 148 ¢+ 144
Dry GoodScaeessssvosscsanssarrasscnnns sevaane 38 c c 5,280 -4 10,473 17 11 =1 1,870 108 134 | 116
54 -19 +10 2,692 ~10 6,941 47 ~18 *7 1,860 ki 77
1_: +l;l * i l,;gg +24 2,378 5 +8 =16 158 24 29 , 30
. + - +12 793 8 +9 -2 50 18 8 , 18
Furniture and House Furnishings..eee.. 1 =10 ¢ 401 =17 891 5 w56 -2 250 88 134 | 93
merﬁs snd Foods, except Farm Products.... Bi *&2 + 12 u.o:; +¥; 21,3:2 ssd +25 + 5 4,738 143 124 ; 137
GCLLONET Y s ssacarsirsssnsesesvasscnnasvessy +! + * 4 d d a; d
. B Meats and Meat Producta. vreanns En R +5 +2 2,475 +10 5,293 8 + 4 +13 1,180 53 52 48
BEOr.sssessearans 12 +33 -9 RLL +34 9 35 -8 22 12 34 ' 11
Wines and Liquors 18 +13 18 2,257 ¢ 6,014 a d d a a) d
Gensral Hardwars.. 29 +10 +17 2,633 + 6 4,951 17 + 2 +5 2,762 197 © 212 | 207
Industrisl Supplioficeesvssssesveess 28 -12 =10 2,400 -8 4,873 20 -8 -1 1,783 103 ! 92 i 91
Plumbing and Heating Suppliea..... 28 [ +9 1,456 +2 2,761 25 + 2 + 8B 1,119 104 | 103 ; 108
g;::h;{.é;.a;.................... . 3 -2?, 4 *lg gzz -el 765 5 +31 +24 861 344 | W7 299
! 10095 cieseseansoasrne # *, S +R2 282 d d d d di d [}
Tamber and Building Masterdals... 7 +28 +8 258 +21 811 4 - + 1 11 113 | 148 , 120
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 4 +30 -8 13 +23 243 ' d , d d d d d. d
Surgical,Medical,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.. 4 -3 + 1 145 [ 217 » a - d d d d. d. a
Paper snd Tts ProduchBsececescvecesssocssascns ven 28 +22 10 2,451 +25 5,429 14 23 +1 1,104 | 8O ' 126 . 70
POtTOLeU asseassannssrsnnasn avreeveenrs 4 +9 - +12 1,005 d d d d 4 df i
Tobacco and TS ProductSissscassesasssonvosassaivae 42 - + 8§ + 5 5,907 +6 4800 22 «38 -3 2,568 54 | 94 : 60
East North Centraloeessusessserssess s +5 12 sas|  se 95,431 328 +5 . ssas0 | me’ ns
Automotive Supplies... 51 +35 +5 1,127 +29 2,357 2 *3 +3 1,182 136 , 1 143
Paints and Varnishes.eevesnsascciosassvae 8 +20 +15 342 +17 842 5 + 3 -1 451 141 | 16l 158
Clothing and Furnishings, éxcepl ShoBBscasosesnsen 8 - 8§ ~27 134 + 4 290 d d d d d di 4
QOBL ey saseserasisssassnnsussarssionssansiosovasesve 4 + 2 -3 206 +5 1,789 d d d d 4 d - q
Drugs and Sundrids (liquor excluded) 26 +11 -4 4,667 +12 9:694 20 +20 +3 5,879 158 148 ' 147
Dry GOOUSiesesssssaserronnsocnsanns 8 -1 10 1,088 + 9 2,255 5 +1 +10 a0z 80 87 . M
Electrical Goodgsesserssssesssasavae 56 + 1 +24 5,669 c 8,106 45 12 +3 2,370 74 85 . @0
Dairy and Poultry Products....eessces 18 ~4 -3 579 -3 1,196 9 + 4 + 4 1 9L 28 27
Fresh Frults and Vegetables,.. 14 * 7 -2 833 + 7 1,583 9 -7 +18 84 | 25 29 ' 22
Furniture snd House FurnishingSe.seceoseosceccaeens 8 wl6 -1 410 ~19 709 5 + 1 -9 323 x 160 159 147
Groceries and Foods, ‘except Farm Produsts . 104 + 6 +1 12,923 +10 26,844 74 +16 -3 12,295 146 137 152
Confectionery,cassesvasseescners 3 +12 + 2 142 +15 281 d [} d d d d: d
Meats and Meat ProductSse.c.seesss 19 +3 3 5,925 -1 11,633 15 + 1 +13 2,781 54 53 i 49
BEETsereserancesassnsessossesnaneversaces . 16 +15 +1 380 +17 856 13 ~36 -8 79 25°  45- 27
Wines and LiQUOTSicvsevusstssassersssuscsanioncscy 10 =20 -3 790 =11 1,880 5 =50 -7 2086 70 1k8 ¢ 91
- . = oy

- ‘Ic;nt.inued on 'haa;t page)
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WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

FEBRUARY 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-QF~MONTH {At Cost) STOCK~SALES RATI OSa
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of Percent change Feb Percenit Two Number of Perceat change Feb. 29, .
KIND OF BUSINESS [irms | rob, 1044 | Feb. 1044 | 1048 change months firms Treh, 1044 | Feb. 1942 1944 Feb, | Feb., | dJan.
reporting iy va. from 2 1944 reporting | oo vs, 1944 | 1943 | 1044
52165 ° | peb. 1943 | Jan, 1944 mos. 1943 stocks lreb, 1943 | Jan, 1944
{Add 000} {Add 000) {Add 000)
East North Central {continued) . / ’
General HarGWare...ivueessosteenserenneennnsesnn, 17 +12 +19 $2,393 . + 7 $24,382 | 12 -8 -3 fs,363 | 181 | 102 196
Industrial SUPPLi€Seeessercrnvronnae ceresa 13 - 8 - 5 913 -2 R,326 8 -4 +3 275 101 100 95
Plumbing and Heating SupplieS..ueoesesss ceverane 13 ~10, -2 448 -5 922 10 4 <2 522 204 ' 217 | 208
L A T Ty RS 4 +26 +6 82 -12 332 d d d d di d ] 4
Lainber and Building Materialseesessssecesons. eseens 12 421 =17 378 +21 844 ] -4 -2 239 174 | 163 , 160
Machinery,Eqpt,,and Supplies, except Electrical.... 10 + 1 ~18 339, +16 830 6 ~23 -2 313 111 ’ 14 ; 92
Surgical,Medical,and Hospital Egpt. and Supplies..,. 7 +31 +19 805 +20 1,458 4 +13 -4 486 73 1 87 | ‘g
Meta.ls 6 -4 -5 630 +3 1,320 d a a d d d ! d
Paper and Its Products............................. R +16 e 2,469 +23 5,142 9 =16 -3 810 97 ! i45. ! 97
Tobaceo and Its Products........................... 32 + 7 + 7 2,024 + 8 4,886 12 + 9 -1 R97 es ! 72 | 66
Leather and Shoe Findings.'......................... 4 ~13 -1 88 - -2 . 164 d d d d d d ! d
West North Cemtral.veseessncuesesnnnnessensonsnrsnnon 246 +11 +8 31,048 +9 61,860 168 +3 =1 33,148 14 ;150 | 149
Automotive SUPPlieS...eveensscapensoevss 18 +20 =3 419 +15 1,088 6 +14 + 162 193 229 | 208
Shoes and Other FoObWears et ioerenninnsns 4 +25 -3 1,039 + 8 2,105 d d d d d i d d
Drugs and Sundries (licuor excluded). 15 +11 -3 3,163 +10 6,592 13 +20 . v 4 4,851 180 | 174 168
Dry Goods srasessessnn 5 +7 -+ 8 6,457 + 7 12,931 4 -1 + 1 8,406 135 | 145 | 144
Electrical Géoda.....................,............... 31 + 4 +11 1,465 + 5 2,872 27 «R20 -4 956 87 1 120 101
4 =14 -6 3L -7 65 d d d d d d d
7 -1 «10 359 +7 876 4 -1 -6 91 34 | 33 ! 32
4 +15 ~19 273 +13 399 d d d d; a! d
66 + 5 + 5 8,392 + 6 14,358 4 + 7 -3 8,575 183 | -150 , 167
8 +27 +2 178 +34 351 4 ~13 +42 14 2L | 35 15
10 +14 +13 2,873 +2L | 6,07 9 -7 +1 4,885 181 | 285 | 199
8 ~15 . 12 25 -7 203 4 -8 +37 205 167 | 132 : g2
Plumbing and Heating Supplies., 9 c -2 365 +1 748 5 -2 { +5 a6 140 | 120 ' 120
Lunber and Building Materials., atessesssissrnann 5 +35 ¢ 220 +5 802 d . d d : d ai d . d
Machinery,Eqpt., and Suppliss » except Electriecal... 5 +18 ~18 o8 +15 187 4 +15 +15 144 150 : 1s4 i 107
Paper and Its ProdUCtSeasesesereenansresionenonsans (] +20 + 5 225 +19 451 , d d d a d d d
Tobacco and ItS ProduetSeessessivassssesseenns sy, 8 +8 + 8 435 +6 ' 936 d d d d cdg d o 4
SoUbh ABLANtiC. sveuansuiieiniiraninneierienesanenson 355 +3 +1 26,195 +5 54,066 218 +9 +3 19,304 118 9§ 108, 112
Automotive Supplies..... eeersane . 19 T+ 9 -8 575 + 7 1,082 7 - -1 131 135 ; 188 | 129
Paints and L 4 +14 -7 92 -19 264 4 c + 7 226 246 I' 79 | 214
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS.sesessesesas 4 +12 -] 172 . +21 372 . d d d d d. d d
Shoés and Other POOUWERA s s e stnarsassennsnsavsnccsos 4 -1 -1 1,765 +19 3,155 d d d -4 d} d d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor exeluded) veevsoesonnases R1 +11 -5 R,42¢ +12 5,094 13 +29 + 5 2,823 192 187 ' 178
DY GO0USciusaerranionsacrsnorasesssne 8 +18 + 4 1,725 +21 3,070, 5 =11 -1 1,093 129 | 183 136
Electrical GoodSe,eseesses.. - 48 -23 +6 2,796 23 5,696 43 -4 +8 2,150 78 1 82 ! e
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.ceassotinreranernscenss 13 +18 + 1 710 +22 1,472 7 + 6 -6 78 15 . 1 | 16
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products... saveane 100 +10 -2 6,798 +14 14,062 49 +26 + 3 4,418 125 ¢+ 111 ¢ 120
CONLECt L ONET Y s oo nssnssracnoesnncnsasionasnnnnrnnns 15 +29 ) + 8 365 +24 750 8 +29 +10 141 62 ! 80 ' 88
Meats and Meat ProduetSeesesess.s tesoneneans 6 +8 -17 728 + 5 1,769 5 +32 e | 316 4 . 36 - 36
L erseranen 7 +42 +38 3R4 +14- 804 4 =30 =26 57 R ' 45 ; 43
General HardWare.,.seesecsoessososensssss 17 +11 + 6 1,688 +12 3,397 11 + 7 + 3 1,392 152 152 ' 154
Industrial SUPPLieS.oessessssoecsssnness Creenian 13 +8 +13 792 + 1 1,564 g -d + 4 750 128 . 147 | 132
Lurber and Bullding MaterialSueessesoseossesoosanes 7 +7 =11 162 +12 217 4 =15 + 2 236 248 288 ! 197
Machinery,Eqpt. ,and’ Supplies » except Electrical,... 8 +11 + 6 258 +8 522 5 -6 + 2 268 211 218 | 205
Paper and Its ProductS....... cacwrcseesianrsnsaena 10 -2 -8 565 +.1 1,278 4 -6 c 392 187 - 154 io.142
Tobaceo and Its ProduCtSeeseeseieseanesenssnnsanees 10 -3 + 8 1,380 + 2 2,868 4 +10 -3 R02 43 ; 39 | 48

(Continued on rext page)
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEQOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

g oded

FEBRUARY 1944
SALES-—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY~END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RA'I'IOSa
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of Pergent change February | Peroent Two Nm::er of Percent change Feb. 29,
KIND OF BUSINESS £irms | pep, 1944 | Feb. 1944 1944 change months TS | Feb, 1944 |Feb, 1944 1944 Feb, |Feb, | Jom,
reROTLIng | s, 8. from 2 1044 | TeROTENG | v, v, 1944 | 1943 | 9
sales . b o .
Feb, 1943 | Jan, 1844 Add 000) mos. 1943 add. 000) Feb, 1943 | Jan, 1944 234 000)

East SOULh CONbTAL.sssereseassonsanssrnoonsoniosnees 137 12, =3 11,832 *l2- $24,817 €8 2 - $8,160 [.228 |128 128
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) 11 +14 -2 1,990 +12 4,093 d d 4 d d d. d
Dry GoodSsesssssessssnvarrscsnne 2 +8 =20 1,575 +8 . 2,686 4 +19 -9 1,032 101 92 93
Electrical GoodSeeeceseisssarsae 14 + 8 +18 7481 + 8 920 RN -2 +10 308 72 % 79
Groceries and Foods, except Farm B34 +13 + 5 2,760 +17 5,575 1 +16 -l 1,471 120 116 123
BEETeeeassensosostiossrassnsians 4 -4 -7 55 +9 113 d d d ) [ d d d
QGeneral Herdwaro..s 1l + 7 LY 1,992 +10 4,470 5 - -1 1,282 127 136 131
Tndustrial Supplies.eeessesres 8 +54 -9 387 +45 "848 d q d d 4 d d
Lumber and Bullding Materials.seceeveereserosecree 5 + 2 * B 329 +6 838 d a da da . d d d
Machinery,Eqpt., and Supplies, except Electrical.. 5 T 438 + 2 13 +28 285 d d d d d a ! a

West South Central. erasasrrsasarsieeten 229 -+ 8 - 22,421 *+7- 45,218 146 +10 | 3 21,450 | 142 134 137
Automotive Supplisseesss svsasszsserisaaven 7 © +8S -8 B +20 743 5 [ + 2 [ 354 111 T |
Drugs and Sundries {iiquor excluded 15 - +12 -6 2,328 +12 4,984 11 +18 [ 5 ! 4,124 1 209 200 187
Dry Go0dSsesenssrasasonsavesesnes 5 +10 ~20 1,020 +15 1,720 4 ~18 12 4 65 92 | 5§
Eloctrical GoodSisssseevsersoerarsass 8 =12 +15 - 1,184 =14 2,160 22 +1 +9 805 78 71+ 90
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Productsesesses 101 + 4 [ 9,592 +7 18,085 67 +18 + 2 8,177 136 L9 | 131
Gensral HardwarSesessessscarsreiaersanes 14 +13 + 1 1,880 + 8 4,707 8 +3 ¢ 1,818 148 ‘151 i 146
Industrisl SUPPlieSesssieerorsossasiasecanonsreres 8 - +9 -8 1,702 +18 3,703 8 w2 *1 2,493 229 253 205
Surgical, Madical,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies. 8 *24 + R 115 +27 228 d d d d d d
Paper and Its ProductSesecassscsssssesindiensriases . 4 + 7 -l 198 c 394 d d d d d d 4
Tobacco and Ite Produsts 8 +22 +19 375 A8 890 d d d 4 d | d

Nountainaeesssssessniseiss 108 1 27 7,858 +5 18,178 118 211 —C 8,990 15}, 148 v 183
Automotive Sipplies. 14 +40 -l 268 +20 558 11 -7 -8 410 200 V302 2§
Electrical GoodSsessseess . 14 -8 +15 . 560 -7 1,102 10 -8 +7 370 g9 : 80. 94
Frosh Fruitd and Vegetables,seesesssss . 5 =16 ~12 99 -3 198 5 -18 -32 7ot o1 o8 22
Groceriss and Foods, except Farm Products. e 30 +11 + 3 1,918 +12 3,979 26 +9 + 4 2,837 170 177 170
Mests and Meat ProductScecsvises vaons 4 + 8 + B 1,087 + 4 2,083 d 4 4 ; d
Genoral HrdWAI®sscesessssvse 5 +17 +7 555 +13 1,080 4 d d4 d a4
Lumber and Building Materials.. 4 - d -8 87L -4 1,401 4 + 4 + 4 1,008 150 . 138 133
Tobaced' and Tt8 FroductSseesessronsssnsesecsavaesy 4 -4 + 4 230 + 4 I3 d q ! :

Pacific.isevocesssie eeeeressirreeany 227 +1 27,548 +5 15:867 130 Al L3 26,792 ; 18
sutomotive Supplies.ieses 29 +21 14 538 +35 1,616 10 -5 :‘% © T 808 %ﬁ 3‘13% ‘17;%
Clothing and Furnishings, axcept Shosas. 5 -3 - 107 +18 207 a4 - d d t d d 4 - d
Shoes and Other FoOLWEArsessessceses (] 18 ~11 242 ~18 321 5 +5 - + 8 i 397 172 ., 138 % 14§
DIy G00dS, sussasansesvrove 9 -4 «10 1,134 -3 2,594 [ d d d a7 e e
Elechrical GoodSeseesasss . 24 =11 +11 3,300 «13 6,835 23 + 3 - 2,704 84 % 98
Frosh Fruits snd Vegetables.eseesess 9 -3 <15 756 412 2,585 8 «10 ~16 I 12 12, 13
Firmituve and House FurnishingSeeseessessecss hE -9 -2 1,204 -7 2,345 7 + 8 +2 . 1,772} 155 . 135 ;| 188
Groceries and Foods, except Farnm Productsaees 33 ¢ -2 4,761 +12 21,938 20 +25 -1 3 2,934 51 mo 108 133
Meuts and Meat Products 4 +45 + 3 628 +40 1,635 d a 4 d n d 4 ! d
BEBT.ecssrsvssnasnser ] +22 +25 168 . +15 392 d d d d d 4 d
Genersl Hardwar@isees 15 +1 +7 4,646 -l 10,788 10 -9 .2 8,771 || 197 227 | A0
Industrisl Suppliss.esesesssss 5 +23 -8 3 +26 a 4. 4 Al ata a
Plutbing and Heating Supplies... 5 -4 -4 268 +15 2,300 4 d d d I 4 d d
Lumber and Bullding HateridlSesenvsonsssassae 1 -6 -9 897 -8 1,682 10 +12 -6 703§ L0 94 109
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electric 8 +18 + 9 389 + 6 1,077 4 wll -2 4z | 97 151 93
Motals.. P T T TR T E TR A LR L 5 + 98 +1 556 +25 1,107 d d 4 a a d a4
Tobacco Tts Productsassees 9 e * 1 743 -2 2,139 d d d d d d d
Leather and Shoe Findlngs... 4 +27 +22 84 +24 153 a d d . d d d

2 These atock-sales ratios are percantages obtained by dividing stocks by dales for sn identical group of firms,

b Wumber doss not spply in all cases to the year~to-date figures. .

€ jess then 0.5 percent.

d ‘Ingufficient data to show separately. .

States Comprising Geographic Divisions:
Hew England - (Conn., Usine, Mssa., §. Hey Ba Iey vt.) South Atlantic - (Del,, D, C., Fla., Ga., ¥d., N. Cuy S0 Cop Voo, W Va,)
Middle Atlantic - (N. J.s Ne ¥., Pa.) East South Cemtral - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tezm.s . .
Bast North Central - (Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohlo, Wis.) West South Central - (Ark,, Le., Okla., Texe)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo,, Nebr., Mounbain - (Ariz., Colo., Ideho, Monb,, Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo,)
. ¥, Dak,, S, Dak.) pacific ~ (Celif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Cooperating with the DEPARTMENT OF CoMMERCE Current
National Association BUREAU OF THE CENSUS : Statistical
of Credit Men Service
: WASHINGTON

WHOLESALERS' SALES, . INVENTORIES., AND CREDITS
MARCH 1944 '

. Sales of wholesalers, as reported by 2,861 establishments, gained 6 percent in
March 1944 over March 1943, according to an anncuncement released today by J. C. Capt,
Director of the Censuss March sales this year were 10 percent higher than sales of the pre-
ceding month; and cumlative sales for the year to date were 6 percent over the dollar vole
ume registered for the same period in 1943,

Of the 34 trades . shown separately in this report, 7 recorded substantial sales
gains for March 1944 over March 1943: Surgical, medical, and hospital equipment and supplies
(28%), automotive supplies (23%), confectionery (20%), Jjewelry (18%), groceries and foods—e
full-line wholesalers and retailer-cooperative warehouses (each 17%). and voluntary-group
wholesalers (15%). Moderate, but noteworthy, increases were revealed for specialty lines of
groceries and foods (13%),tobacco and its products (9%),drugs and sundries and paper and its
products (each 8%), shoes and other footwear (7%), and general hardware and paints and vare
nishes (each 4%). Small sales gains were recorded for meats and meat products (3%) and for
electrical goods (2%). The largest salea decrease-=14 percent--was noted by wholesalers of
furniture and house furnishings.

Inventories, in terms of dollars based on cost values, at the close of March 1944
were 6 percent higher than those of March a year ago. The total dollar value of wholesalers'
stocks remained about the same, however, for February and March of this year. Stocks of
dairy and pouliry products were 22 percent higher in March this year than in March 1943;
metals, 20 percent; groceries and foods, 14 percent 3 and farm supplies, 8 percent. Decreased
stocks were noted by wholesalers of electrical goods (5%), paper and its products and shoes
and other footwear (each 14%), coal (15%), and beer (28%).

The stock-sales ratio for 1766 wholesalers at the end of this March was 108 as
against 107 for March 1943 and 120 for February 1944. Wholesalers of dry goods, with
virtually no change in sales and a slight (3%) decrease in inventories, showed a stock-sales
ratio of 113 this March as against 122 last March. Sales were up - slightly (2%4) for whole-
salers of electrical goods, and inventories were off 5 percent, reflected in a stock-sales
ratio of 59 for March 1944 as against 63 for March 1943. Wholesalers of lumber and building
materials noted almost no change in sale and a 4 percent gain in inventories--a _stock-sales
ratio of 128 for this March compared with 125 a year ago. In March 1944, wholesalers of
machinery, equipment, and supplies, except electrical, reported a slight (3%) increase in
sales, along with a 7 percent decrease in inveritories, resulting in a stock-sales ratio of
124 against 136 in March 1943. Of the 34 trades for which stock-sales ratios are shown, 14
showed increasss for March 1944 compared with March 1943.

Collections on accounts receivable were 13 percent higher for March 1944 than for
March 1943, but only slightly (3%) over those of February 1944. The collection percentage
for March 1944 was 122; for March 1943, 108; amd for February 1944, 119. Accounts receivable
were 1l percent less on March 1, 1944 than on March 1, 1943 3 but at the beginning of this
March compared with February 1, 1944, a 4 percent increase was noted. '

.This monthly study is conducted Jointly by the National Association of Credit Men
and the Bureau of the Census. Detailed figures were presented in the following tables in
summary for the United States and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing individual
operations, by geographic divisions.



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON ’
WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES
MARCH 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR~TO-~DATE INVENTORY—END--OF~MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOS &
. Number of Percent change . N Number of Percexit change X X
KIND OF BUSINESS : prpl . Masch Percent Three unber Mar, 31, )
. : . Mar. 1944, Mar. 1944 1944 change monbhs S | Mar. 1944 |Mar. 1944 1944 Mar, | Mér, | Feb,
reporting vs. Vs, from 3 lsag | Teporting | -y, vs. 1944 | 1943 | 1944
salesb | 1o " loss| peb, 1oas s, 1943 ] stocks | Mar, 1943 |Feb. 1944 o :
- {Add 000) . {Add 000) . {Add 000) )

UNITED STATES 2,861 + 8 +10 $333,005 + B $950,483 1,766 + 6 ¢ | $=219,029 108 107 | 120
Automotive SUPPLIeS..sesecncscsseassorassareraiosses 216 +R3 + 4 5,358 - +24 15,365 124 + 7 + 4 4,475 157 18l 182
Chemicals {industrial).ecesesvecsrsrentoseneshoonnes 13 +6 -+ 9 743 + 8 4,598 8 + 8 T3 379 80 81 92
Paints and VarnisheS8eceeesssscnovsssovasissossinnsno 61 + 4 + 6 3,792 + 8 15,548 19 + 1 (] 1,730 187 171 214
Clothing and Furnishings, except Sho€S.scssesvicsnes 35 [ +13 3,051 +20 . 8,641 14 -1 + 1 530 80 86 78
Shoes and Other FoObWEar's.essiesssesovsassrsosovenis 31 + 7 +18 18,233 -3 48,336 12 -14 12 3,192 42 47 50
008leisacessssascasssasansrocsssreervesrssnvivaruneion 12 -6 + 8 2,805 + 3 9,323 4 ~15 ~36 346 34 37 57
..Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)ssvieesvesesenes | 137 +8 +14 29,788 + 9 _8R,d84 i 107 +15 + 1 36,041 | 155 148 176
Dry GootSsuseessonccssnocsencnvunans 93 -1 + 4 17,990 |-+ 3 56,208 46 | -3 + 1 12,380 113 1r2 119
Electrical GoodSeuuiesovosenvss 317 + 2 +11 27,853 -4 69,095 71 -5 -1 14,480 59 83 &7
Dairy and.Poultry Products.. 37 -5 +15 4,250 + 2 10,453 18 +22 + 1 1,343 48 38 80
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables. 91 -7 +1.7 5,804 + 3 15,460 . 57 -4 + 4 843 16 15 18
Farm Suppliefeesreccessosncassses 25 -1 [ : 7,249 11 11,247 16 + 8 10 3,165 85 80 108
Furniture and House Furnishings.. 51 14 +14 5,128 <11 11,592 . R4 -9 -8 3,644 100 95 129
Groceries and Foods, excéept Farm ProductS.ssssecesse 637 +16 +10 69,064 +1R 217,160 393 +14 -1 53,279 127 - 130 142
363 +17 +10 34,942 +11 . 93,94 230 +13 -2 30,662 132 136 | 148
Voluntary~-group wholesalerS..ssecsssesesssaceseses 128 +15 +8 - 19,268 +12 70,291 87 +14 -1 15,289 150 150 162
Retailer-cooperative warehousesS.seiveesosvacesnveis 18 +17 +12 5,279 +11 14,700 11 +10 + 2 3,176 104 | 113 i1
Specialty linessscescsscsisce o 128 +13 +15 9,575 +14 38,245 65 . +29 c 4,182 78 €9 94
Confectionery.seessescnsssarvaannvassrssvsvovscainens 43 +20 +14 862 +17 - 3,193 19 +20 +1 204 68 64 k4
Meats and Meat ProductsS..essevescssvessooresrconsnas 7 +3 -4 34,209 + R © 92,543 46 +19 + 1 6,859 67 56 64
BEOT s vesesstesesniassnsansissensnsvosssnsansssnnras 58 + 6 T .7 1,735 +15 5,139 34 =28 -7 a9 | 2 20 | 23
‘Wines and LiqUOTrSiivecorssssvsnsioie 30 +10 +33 4,778 + 3 21,957 22 -9 + 4 3,683 92 119 122
Total HAPdWare GroUP..sssesssesssessornssonnanssesss 315 c +13 37,589 +2 107,269 206 -2 +1 36,943 | 153 183 | 170
CGeneral hardwar®..ceecessiess 130 + 4 +11 23,036 + 6 66,197 82 -4 “+ 1 - 24,072 157 187 173
Industrial supplioSessescevcseds 94 -7 +13 9,522 -2 27,072 63 c -1 9,885 || .152 134 171
Plumbing and heating supplies.. wemeehransias 91 -5 +82 4,981 -7 14,000 61 +2 " +3 2,986 | 132 128 | 149
JOWOLETu e vsenananienenennesinsssnnneseionnsonanras | 27 +18 -2 1,763 +6 4,572 18] o+ 4 -3 o72 | 130 | 147 | 150
Optical GoodSessesseasssosesinvesvos 12 +10 +#10 ! 19l +18 738 ) 5 -9 +3 40 1R1 | 138 | “150
Iumber and Building Materials..ssesiveecriooseccacnes 57 c +186 4,096 + 2 10,860 30 + 4 + 5 3,010 iz8 125 140
Machinery, Equipment and Supplies, except Electrical 59 + 3 + 7 3,061 + 4 8,129 42 -7 -2 3,068 124 138 135
Surgleal, Medical, and Hospital Egpt. and Supplies.. 23 +28 + 8 1,802 +23 3,733 13 + 8 + 4 852 91 111 | . 94
MetalSeueesnsstcanoscissrosssascarsssssiensatrsnisnes 25 [ 7 2,403 +1R 10,3358 10 +20 -1 1,871 128 162 208
Paper and Tt ProductSe.ssesssesensesiosnressensnsas | 8s + 8 +10 7,103 +1§ 22,908 . 9 -4 + 1 3,420 || 102 | 120 | 108
PetroletMssecovesaninnss 7 -4 + 4 399 + 7 1,578 4 e + 2 229 60 57 [:38
Tobacco and Its Products.. P 218 + 9 +15 21,881 + 7 48,888 119 ~ 8 -2 8,231 59 72 71
lLesther and Shoe Findings.sececosvedressescansnscnsnn 18 -5 +14 421 + 1 1,117 10 -8 + 6 245 119 114 127
Mi8CellaneoUsS, seeessoanassoasaascccsosssnsansservionn 81 + 5 +11 10,279 +8 31,25 42 +46 +12 13,466 147 108 142

2 These stock sales ratios are percentages obtained by diﬂdiné stocks by sales for an identical .group of firms. - y - — -

b Number does not apply in all cases to the year~to-date figures. .

¢ Less than 0.5 percent.
Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

2 aded



WHOLESALERS® ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

MARCH 1944

KIND OF BUSINESS

COLLECTION PERCENTAGES 2

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

Number
of firms

reporting March March February

1944 1943 1844

Percent change As of

March 1944
VSe
March 1943

March 1944 Mareh 1,
vs. 1944

Feb, 1944 {Add 000)

UNITED STATES

2,301 122 108 19

-11

+ 4 $210,480

Automotive SUPPIieS.voeerorensssose

Chemicals (industrial).....

L 169 86 85 94
Petertrrerertivecorseennane . 12 114 102 118

Paints and Vamishes. 27 66 61" : 65
Clothing and Furnishings, €XCePt SH0ES.eerivtetsronactvnnsnnceses 31 98 a3 95
Shoes and Other Footwaar.......................................... 27 92 7 85
Coal.......................................................‘....... 12 112 113 106

Drugs end Sumdries (1iquor excluded)
Dry GoodS.esesscosssanassonensas

L T 128 108 99 105
L T T LY T Y S, 81 81 74 - 81

Electrical Goods.................................................. 289 96 - 76 85

Dairy and Poultry Productsssececssasineconscncnens
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.iacieeoovennsss csenane
. sesaursonsovarsnnsis 18 125 14 145

sessvsana R5 173 184 166
seesesereee 75 177 175 18l

Furniture and House PPl shings.uesesecresoerenconnnnonncensonnny 44 .92 85 T

Groceries and Foods, except

Voluntary-group who}.esalers.........................
Retaller-cooperative warehouses....... .

Ferm ProductSeeecsceessonnsssnonnssson 477 174 148 163
Full=line wholesalers“‘.............................. teseonrinas . 862 162 : 142 155

Specielty J.tnes............,..........,..........................
Confectionery............-...............................n.....“ 20 136 iz2 180

Meats end Meat PrOdUCtScconcscrsearsnsanosion

eveavenas 102 187 - 156 175

Fevssesetsiseriinaoge 15 R63 228 3R

98 160 126 145

Feteivassrarnmsciisoe 69 180 183 188

Beer..,.eo 23 161 - 122 166
Wines and I:i.quors..a..........,.....................;............. " 21 174 147 230
Total Hardware Group... R91 98 89 92

General hardware.c.. 120 ©o102 20 ’ 97

Industrial supplies..,.............e..........
Plumbing and heating SUPPLiCSeessorovssnsesisnons

JEWELIr oo oenororscinnnsannee

85 95 91 88
86 86 79 84

19 v 83 7

“#9600000etb ittt ecotesneratoevensnrnon g 85 78 84

Lumber and Building_Materials......‘....................;.“.n..... 52 110 90 87
Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies, except Electrical.vu..vsoes... 49 100 88 a7
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment and SUpplieS....ccosecec. ) 22 59 88 63

Metals.............’.._........n....

LT R4 128 114 118

Paper and Ttg PrOGUCES e s s enonsensnsaseanensnsronsannntnnessenen, 72 92 85 95 .
B T I S 5 146 181 138

R 149 189 165 183
L L R 16 98 92 84

Lﬁscellaneousa.,.......................................,........... 47 185 128 182

J

+ 8
-11
-13
=10
23
-2

-3
=11
=20
-7
-9
+32
28

- 9
-G
@l
+ 1
w18
+16
+5

-9
=14

=13
-3
=18
=20

~14’
~11
+37
~10

+ 1
+ g
-9
=11
=38

-1 3,670
b - 698

+ 6 1,247
+20 2,601
+20 8,883
b 2,471

-1 22,511
+10 17,816
+ 4 27,044
-3 1,651
+3 2,370
+57 3,608
+10 4,465

b 14,766
-2 7,661
- 4 1,708
-3 4,574
+16 Eiyed
18,850

(=3

+ & 301
+40 1,797

+ 4 51,903
+ 8 18,745
-Z 8,459
-z 4,701

+26 1,100
+10 169
-9 5,303
-5 2,365
-8 1,693
-3 1,860

+ 3 6,268

2 508
+10 7,784
- B 376
<20 4,741

-1 28,707 -

& Gollection percentages are
Less then 0.5 percent.
¢ Not affilisted with volunt:

obteined by dividing the

ary or cooperative groups.,

collections by accounts recsivable for an-identical group of firms,

¢'afug




WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

MARCH 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH ‘SALES-—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY——END—OF&MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOSa
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Nutber of Percent change March Percent Three | Namber of|  Percent change Mar, 31,
firms 1944 ohange months firms g, 1944 | Mar, 1944 1044 Mar, | Mar, | Fob.
KIND OF BUSINESS reporting | MBT: 1944) Mar, 1984 trom 3 1044 | reporting | g, v, 1944| 1043 | 1942
sales® | V9lo el Feb. 1984 1943 stocks | yap, 1943 | Feb, 1944
. : (Add 000) || ™OS+ {Add _000) . (add_000)

New ENELandeesessssssvesssacsssasssessvassisovennsise 184 e +9 $15.668 - +1 $46,054 120 +10 + 1 $9.660 101 3 117
Automotive Supplies..c.. 4 -25 =25 80 =14 126 d 3 d d 4 d d
Chemicals (industrial).. 4 + 3 +11 1207 +15 1,115 d d d d -3 d d
Shoes and Other Footwear.i...e.: 4 R0 +26 375 + 9 984 -3 d d . d d d d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded). P 13 + 1 +18 1,939 5 5,487 11 +10 +1 2,567 158 148 182
Dry GoodS.eacsssseressnsancssssnsass srevesonevef’ 5 «16 -l 172 + 1 537 4 4 d d d d d
Electrical GoodS.ecessssecssse erssnossies 30 -7 +16 1,979 -6 5,618 - 27 ~12 -7 - 884 45 48 . 57
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.ecessssserssassnse 11 e +30 740 + 2 970 9 +6 . +20 89 15 14 1 18
Groceries and Foods, ‘except Farm Products. 21 +1 +15 i 2,454 + 9 8,960 12 +10 . + 3 997 129 : ie ;. 15l
Meats and Meat ProductS.e..ecese 7 =12 =12 2,587 «10 7,936 4 d d d d! da d
Industrial SupplieS.sesccescssee 12 -14 +13 753 -12 2,003 9 -2 + 3 1,187 196 { 1lé0. i 210
Plumbing and Heating Supplies... 8 « 1 +23 75 o} 207 5 =15 -3 170 279 | 333 . 357
Optical CoodSuiessvscccsoscases 4 +12 +23 37 +9 a9 d ) d d a d. d d
Lumber and Building MaterialS..secesscsacscesss 4 -9 +21 156 -8 260 d d d d - d 4 ; d
Machinery,Eqpt. ,and Supplies, except Electrical....q 5 +5 +12 185 + 5 522 4 -18 ~18 262 187 236 @ 263
MotelSueeconssssosorsunassosssnssvrvserascansnce 5 =17 *+10 295 ~16- . B2 d d d d q' d. . d
Paper and Its Products... . 7 + 4 c 339 +11 1,020 4 =23 + R 141 76 ; 115 81
Tobacco and Tts ProductS.eevessssierecrssrscsrosess 16 + 4 +18 979 +3 3,850 3 +15 +14 299 6 . &L - 75

MEddLle ALLANELC. ceesssanannsonssossssnssoasssaresesss| SOL +8 +10 73,560 +7 184,796 347 -2 c 36,004 g - 85 . o2
Automotive SupplieScevecerarssine cveasvivenaies 28 +30 + 8 564 +30 1,482 18 ¢ + 3 704 190 ' 235 194
Paints and VarnisheS.sessscccsessvossrocece B 6 e +14 82 + 5 138 d d d d d: d 4
Clothing amd Furnishings, except Shoes.. . n . -3 +18 2,080 +23 6,107 d d d d d d d
Shoes and Other FoobWeaT.essssasvricasion . 8 c + 8 868 -8 2,R98 d d d a d qa: 4
Drugs and Sundries (liquor exeluded) csrresceian 23 + 3 +13 5,732 + 5 15,389 18 +11 -1 5,341 138 133 @ 182
DXy G0088.oaeseessrsvsess - 33 -8 + 4 4,810 -5 15,265 14 -7 -2 1,902 1%z | 139 145
Electrical GoodS.esesssrasvess 85 + 4 + 4 8,880 -3 16,188 52 «18 w13 2,75% 38 49 48
Dairy and Poultry ProductS..vs ] + 3 +24 2,188 +15 4,767 5 +31 4 86L | 42 i 83 52
Fresh Fruits end VegetableSsesaae 18 «13 + 8 758 -2 1,684 11 +11 L 110 | 17 13 hivg
Furniture and House FurnishingS.eesesecccsscescceses 12 -5 +17 938 -7 2,221 7 ~46 - 8 463 | 75 « 140 ° 100
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSecseaseers 95 +14 + 7 11,354 +13 33,434 41 +21 + & 6,328 134 ! 120 | 138
Meats and Meat ProductS.eceavesrvons ceeen 2 + 6 [} . 10,816 + 7 16,206 18 +18 + 5 1,093 g0 | 51 52
BOCTsvesoacssesvassnses 13 +18 + 9 309 +25 . 838 7 -47 +14 16 10 21 ¢ 11
General Hardware,.. 30 + 4 +11 2,929 + 4. 8,492 17 +5 +3 2,795 183 @ 183 ' 196
Industrial Supplies..e.. 28 -2 +11 2,508 -6 7,862 20 -6 -1 2,072 4 112 | 113 127
Plumbing and Heating Supplies 37 -1 +17 1,396 + 1 4,314 26 + 4 +3 1,242 E 120 © 119 138
JOWELlrFaeeosesnvasencsscen 7 +24 +16 386 + 7 1,178 4 +1 -3 358 & 143 | 170 178
Optical GOOdSsssesseseavsrneonnsonatansuocnns 5 + 7 + 4 133 +16 434 d - od d- d d d d
Tumber and Bullding Materials..csocecocivesaercrocs 9 +13 +3 335 +18 1,024 4 w23 R 3 114 119 142 124
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 4 + 1 +20 R24 +12 481. 4 -8 ¢ 427 191 209 227
Surglcal,Medical,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies... 4 «10 +3 75 -2 304 . d d -4 [ d; d d
Paper and Its ProductsS....s. vesenrenen 25 11 +11 2,218 +19 8,289 13 =21 + 2 1,046 72 108 79
Tobacco and Its ProductScesscseraces ieveeesane 53 +1l . +20 7,709 + 8 19,412 30 -29 -2 2,709 45 7 55

East NOTth CEnEraleeessesececrssssrssssonsesaiosseses| S72 +8 +9 58,018 +7 158,820 365 +8 =1 42.567 4 208 ' 111 120
Automotive Supplies... 56 +27 + 7 1,346 *28 3,883 43 +9 + R 1,586 146 173 154
Paints and VarnisheS...eesceacsasvnceives : 8 -2 +14 - 380 +9 1,037 5 + 8 -2 444 124 109 141
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes........ 9 23 -1 231 =10 521 4 -12 -5 78 § 130 159 139
Drugs and Sundrdes {liquor excluded)e.cevsssss 28 + 8 + 9 5,650 +11 15,572 22 +13 -1 6,614 4. 146 140 163
Dry Go0dS.eeresvessaonnoosnsrscnsscs 10 + 1 +9 1,086 + 6 3,341 6 + 7 =10 511 | (18 57 76
Electrical GoodSieesessossonves 63 +19 +14 5,764 + 8 15,858 48 -4 + 4 3,153 64 82 71
Dairy and Poultry Products. 1 -6 +13 435 -4 1,631 6 +25 +1 76 35 . 26 39
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 15 -5 +21 827 +3 2,428 8 -5 +18 95 R4 25 25
Farm SupplieSceessesesnssossessssnacsos 5 +11 -9 633 + 7 988 d d d q - d - d 4
Furniture and House Furnishings.......c..cesees ve 9 -8 +29 571 ~14 1,308 s =17 w353 A R: 8O 131 159
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products..s......: 107 +22 +10 13,354 +14 41,308 76 +18 -3 12,454 . 138 145 156

; < - i .

(Continued on. next page) -
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- WHOLESALERS’® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

(Continued on next page)

YARCH 1944
SALES-—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK~SALES RATIOS®
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION N f; - of Percent change March Percent Three Number of Percent change Yar, 31
ros change nionths firms oaa Mar, | Mar, | Feb,
.. KIND OF BUSINESS reporting | MArs 1944 | Mar. 1944 |  lows ot 1044 | reporting | Mare 1944 Mar, 1944 | 1944 1944 | 1943 | 1944
salest | v 1943 | Peby 1944 stocks - W
. . (add 000) |03+ 1943 | (444 ooD) Mar, 1943 | Feb, 19441 .\ s 000)
Bast North Central (continued) ,
Confectioneryeesceeecsrssssosesuscenssssscsncnses 9 +21 +17 $180 +17 $461 d d d d d d a
Meats and Meat Products 20 -3 +1 6,315 -2 17,948 12 + 7 -3 2,662 56 49 58
BeEr..vssscionenss 15 +8 +12 449 +13 1,419 10 -24 *2L 74 23 33 21
Wines and Liquors, 10 =21 +20 870 -14 2,762 4 -5 =18 287 101 7% -] 172
General Hardware,,.... 17 -2 + 4 3,914 +3 8,497 12 14 + R 5,214 147 164 ! 148
Industrial SUPPlieS.uessessssoneonsens 15 + 4 +21 1,280 e 3,791 9 + 5 + 8 425 114 114 | 119
Plunbing and Heating SupplieSeessessvisecacsesoses 13 -2 +14 569 -4 1,498 9 +5 + 2 457 153 | 182 ' 188
Jewelry 9 +14 -1s 611 +3 943 4 +8 ~3 479 134 | 146 |, 140
umber and Building Materials...ueevveveesessnnsss 9 +12 +8 418 +18 . 1,259 4 +3 + 4 195 17 | 185 ! 127
uach:.nery Egpt. ,and Supplies, except Electrical,,, 16 -1 +1 771 + 6 1,800 12 -4 + 1 774 124 i 117 112
Surgical,Medical,and Hospital Egqpt. and Supplies.. 7 +37 +9 827 +25 2,309 5 +13 . + 6 548 73 90 ! 76
Metals. 6 [ +7 1,081 + 7 3,251 4 +21 -2 1,435 192 158§ 208
23 +12 +12 2,775 +20 8,178 10 ~14 c 840 91 rs i 96
] 58 +10° +12 4,982 + 9 9,868 31 + 8 + 1 Ry182 K- - B 82
Leather and Shoe Findings...esveicessscesicecnnnas 4 -18 +10 87 -8 261 d d d d 4 d | d
Wost North Central.ssesessseressecsesssonsosoorasans 256 +5 +9 35,979 +8 101,995 186 +1 =1 32,600 Il 122 128 . 135
Automotive SUPPlieS.essessvscecrsverinsseincanenas 19 +24 +2 413 +17 - 1,738 9 +17 + 5 183 201 207 203
Shoes and Other FOOLWear...eeesseesrssasssvenicans 4 + 3 -5 988 + 5 3,003 d d d d d;  d d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) . 14 + 7 +10 3,314 +9 10,064 12 +14 -1 4,484 181 155 - 178
Dry GoodB.ssvasee . [ +10 + 8 6,010 + 8 19,401 5 -6 c 6,785 1186 . 137 127
Electrical GoodSeveessseecesssssonssssasnrsssannsaae 51 23 +14 1,609 +12 4,761 28 -9 +3 1,088 81 ¢ 112 89
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.seiveeeceeeronvacanni 3} -8 +31 466 + 2 1,457 4 =13 +7 87 28 28 34
- Farm SupplieSceceesnssscsssssosesncconssroncssssse 6 -4 -2 4,002 +15 6,981 4 +18 18 213 24 ¢ 14 25
Furniture and House FurnishingsS.seseeeescccesssses 5 ~24 +10 1,388 -18 1,788 4 -16 -16 1,171 87 7% . 114
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS...esecas 73 +17 +10 8,219 +10 24,321 56 + 3 «3 9,747 136 | 186 | 154
Beer'vecrvoveonoraravenssess : 9 +10 +14 228 +23 580 5 ~31 ~23 24 15+ 24 21
General Hardware..eesessecass veaes 12 + 8 +21 3,401 +16 9,595 11 -1 c 5,067 158 | 175 i 192
Industrial SupplieS.cvsceeccsssocrinasasssscarccsss .8 17 +12 414 -9 1,460 d d d d: d, d
Plumbing and Heating SupplieS.cesessssos 9 -8 +17 389 -2 1,152 5 +20 +26 239 185 ; 114 - 156
"Lunber and Bailding MaterialS..ccssesssescroasosns [} -3 +33 829 +2 1,535 ! d d d d - d
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 7 +14 +13 299 +15 464 6 + 4 + 35 419 142 | 185 ; 155
Paper and Its Products.... 7 -5 -3 228 +10 689 4 -13 -3 313 16 - 189 . 160
Tobacco and Its ProductSiceesesscevessee 15 +1 + 7 792 + R 2,333 8 +10 + 1 274 83 | 59 87
So.xth ALlantiCucecsrocsnnsscsnsonsniccvoonrrronai ey 432 + 95 + 9 33,839 + 4 90,0851 264 *8 — 21,164 101 ; 85 111
Auvtomotive Supplies...... vesuaee 24 +1 -1 71L +5 1,793 13 -2 + 4 496 152 179 184
Paints and VarnisheSeseessescacssosnsass vesas (-] ~19 +25 277 ~19 541 6 -3 c 600 217 © 180 . 27
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes.. . 5 +28 +14 220 +25 813 d d d d d d; d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded).... . -l 7 +14 2,708 +10 7,984 13 +19 -2 2,530 157 . 143 | 190
Dry GOOA8.sessecsesediossesranonsscssssssansovovess 12 -8 -6 1,702 - +10 4,772 7 -7 + 4 1,062 128 131 114
Electrical Go0dS.iceosesaccrsarsssnssossssasevasas 49 -5 +16 2,916 ~17 8,910 - 47 -7 -1 2,118 4 75 Yot ee
Fresh Frults and VegetableScieessencecceionvensnnas 19 -7 +16 1,558 + 5 3,042 11 +16 -11 133 &« 13 1 17
Furniture and House Furnishings..ecsveesesevecencs 8 =25 ~13 368 =11 781 d d d dy d' d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.eeeseees 121 +14 +10 9,185 +14 23,885 59 +24 + R 4,992 : 116 107 123
Confectionery.sveeeseaseesss cetaesreesreanss 17 +18 +14 488 +21 1,252 9 +43 -2 156 % 56 44 65
Meats and Meat Products. Crviessrsvecses (<] + 4 + 5 699 + 5 2,468 4 -6 -7 217 v 82 35 36
BeErisecessornsesrisancrncasessncusnsonsssnsvasans 1 +14 +8 400 +14 1,223 5 34 ~R9 56 : 16 R7 25
General Hardware..evesssriocevsssionsresennavencnse R5 +10 +9 2,345 +11 6,053 1s + 6 +1 1,607 ; 136 133 145
Industrial SupplieS..ecessesecsssscassassossssnnss 11 -8 + 5 694 -3 2,412 7 + 3 -1 604 114 106 134
Lumber and Building MaterialsS..esssssscesesssscnes 10 -3 +23 801 c 1,018 5 +17 + 3 737 ]' 180 150 199
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 8 + 4 +17 304 + 7 867 4 -8 + 2 184 ! 177 154 208
12 -6 +6 685 -2 1,998 5 -7 - +1 44 ) 152 135 152 oy
Tobacco and Its Products.......................... 30 + 9 +14 3,165 + 8 6,033 19 -1 -9 940 : 52 59 66 ‘,E
- —— 1



WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

HARCH 1944 -
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES-—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOE?
GEocRApmc DIVISION Nunber of Feroent change Maren Parcent Three Number of Percent change [
£ firms change * months firms i * 4 Mar, Yar, | Feb,
. KIND OF BUSINESS reportipg | 167 1944 | Mar. 1944 | 1944 Pt ioad | roporting Mer, 1944 Mar. 1964 | 1944 | load | 1043 | load
: sales M Yo stocks o F .
Mar, 1943 | Feb, 1944 (Add 000) mos, 1943 {Add 000) Mar, 1943 | Feb, 1944 (Add 000)

Fast South CemtTal.i.eeecesssosivessnavsnsiosvasnan 152 +14 +9 $14, 908 A3 $41,107 a8 -2 +6 $10,620 118 135 | 121
Automotive SUPPli®S.iseiscecscecvovessscncanne ? +26 . 419 236 +20 527 ) +21 + 4 296 137 142 160
Drugs and Sundries {liquor excluded) 11 +14 +12 2,283 +13 6,376 d a d 4 d d d
DYy GOOGHevaosaeevessssvoassnssionvas 9 +8 -3 . 1,528, o+ 8 4,418 4 +20 -5 993 103 91 100
Electrical G00d8.csecececvscvsasssarncsassvsncarne | 13 +23 +26 607 +12 1,586 10 -2 + 2 315 59 74 72
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.i....i.. 42 +19 +11 3,187 +19 5 8,869 22 *19 + 8 1,885 13 118 120
Mosts and Maat ProductS..ivecvvesvesacinnsns 4 +19 + 6 1,064 + 7 2,824 [} -4 [} <4 Cd d ! d
General Hardware..vesevssoveroenasvsionnns 11 +11 +6 . 2,088 +10 6,598 5 -5 -3 1,240 113 ¢+ 128 . 127

. Machinery,Eqpt., and Supplies, except Electrical.. <] +20 “1 175 +25 460 a [} é a d ! 4
Tobaooo and It ProduetSeieresnsnsscasrensorvaseers 8 +21 +11 1,015 +21 1,413 ] +16 13 90L i 115 ¢ 142
T .
9gt South Central..iiisccsrarsssroovssocniocssssnns 250 £ 7 +7 26,242 *7 74,358 171 #15 + 1 ] 24,515 134 . 1l2¢ ¢ 14l
© Butomobive SUPDLieBieieevrorcrversrrrresnres 12 +28 [ 353 +23 1,127 9 12 + 5 353 124 143 ~ 120
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded}s.eieons 16 +10 +11 2,821 +11 8,632 13 +21 + 3 4,645 198 173 . 213
| Blectrical GoodBisrevecsoaevosnvrrscssansrsssnoanes 25 + 5 +14 1,247 -8 3, 447 21 + 7 + 2 820 69 - 7L ;78
Farm SupPLi®Sevecussnsnvssacasessionasoans cerann 4 - 5 + 1 1,289 -5 1,372 4 +57 ~11 1,523 118 71 . 134
- Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products..eessees 111 + 9 + 6 10, 484 +8 30,775 78 +1.2 - 2 | 8,767 1es 122 | 140
. General HardWare..cscesiovoaeetsorscscerssersarsanes 17 -8 -2 2,457 + 2 7,723 10 +11 + 2 ! 2,256 165 143 - 156
Industrial SupPlieS..ccisrrcervstronessnroscansonis 7 +15 +22 1,789 +17 5,492 6 «15 -1 2,458 197 229 229
Machinery,Eqpt., and.Supplies, except Electrical.. 5 +57 +38 314 +52. 640 [ [} 4 a B [ 3 a
Paper and Its Produets..seesceccsiovovonssncsnnans 4 +14 +38 258 + 8 652 d d d da a d - d
: Tobgeco and It8 ProductSeiecessseoavsvsasincasanes 14 + 8 +15 1,277 +12 1,967 7 +22 + 5 610 86 78 90
e b P T I LR R ST TR T TR T PPN 118 e +5 9,297 +8 26,252 8L +11 +3 9,284 149 . 133 © 148
Automotive Supplies.iiceceacivoss 17 +16 + 8 357 +16 1,060 10 T+ 3 + 9 342 230 269 228
» Blectrical. GOOdBevssusnsnasoonsas 14 ~11 + 8 816 -9 1,718 11 -1 +11 455 88 ' 7% - a7
{ Fresh Fruits and VegetsbleS...eveiceccrcvsonnavene 4 ~36 +16 103 -18 301 4 -44 -6 R 15 5 . 17 . 18
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductsS..eecccess’ 3L +13 +10 2,861 +12 6,35L 27 +3 -2 3,048 153 169 ¢ 173
Megts and Meat ProducetsS....cavesssvvscascasossesns 5. -12 -21 853 -1 2,944 d d d d | 4 . da d
* Lumber and Bullding Materisls....eecosscverasoasas 5 -8 +24 900 -8 2,301 4 +1 + 2 1,029 § 120 . 109 ' 150
; Tobacco and Its ProductsSieivesescaivesrinsivransie 7 -ld + 5 266 -4 718 d d a d d . d a
LTk E L N 260 +1 +15 38,648 4 133,813 143 +16 +53 31,348 123 107 . 140
Automotive Supplies.cicevevireneescs .e 49 35 + 4 1,298 +37 3,631 14 +3 + 2 387 147 : 175 ! 188
»Shoes and Other Footwear: 5 -8 +20 278 ~13 599 4 -7 ~10 274 ¥ 119 @ 112 . 149
DIY G0088.cseareovacnsnsusvannissvorocevensins 10 -9 +14 1,520 -4 4,310 d d a a i d d d
Eléctrical GOOdS.esseessseaonsoscnsnasavans . 27 ~14 +17 . 4,235 ~13 11,227 27 +14 + 4 2,916 i 69 i 51 77
.o ? =15 + 4 942 -7 1,877 d d d i i [ da d
PR 8 ¢ + 7 . 785 + 7 3,898 5 -41 -2 44 10 13 10
-Furniture and House Furnlshings.....sisesseeesavsee RRE ~l4 +21 1,459 =10 3,850 ] +21 ¢ 1,739 f 131 93 157
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductsSeeseeesss 36 +16 +19 8,566 +11 41,260 22 +21 k -4 5,061 | 94 96 120
BBET s sviesteraarsriiscesarssssnarsassaasseresenet 6 -13 ~10 197 + 5 666 d [} 4 d 4a - a d
Genersl Hardware.... 13 + 6 +17 5,873 + 2 17,240 8 -6 [ 5,377 i 166 187 © 201
Industrlal SupplieS.eseesvensiasicions 9 i -26 + 7 1,914 -14 z, 207+ 7 +25 -4 2,779 % 164 . 94 179
lumbing and Heating Suppl 6 v =9 +35 1,695 =15 4,354 d a d d 4 a d
Lumber and Bullding MaterislS.vivecsscesssnsncosee 11 + 6 + 3 . 789 -1 2,734 8 | [ + 9 716 ﬁ 120 131 112
MOtalBes.unrviescroransavsrasannons 5 - =5 531 #14 1,638 a @ a 4 a a a
‘Paper and Its ProductsS..eceoovss 4 + 2 + 2 327 + & 1,283 4 4 4 a = a d d
Tobacen and Its Products..s... a7 + 2 + 7 1,698 + 1 4,294 9 + 7 ; + 1 283 i 48 47 55
“Leather and Shoe Firdings.....eevesivavesassnnsess 5 -1 +11 160 +12 373 a d l 4 4 4 d 4
: : [ i ‘ .

;e stock-sales ratios are percentages obtaiped by dlviding stocks by sales for an identical group of firms.
umber doss not apply in all cases to the year-to-date figures.
Less than 0.5 percent.
‘nsufficlent data to show separstely,
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’ . Page 7
WHOLESALERS® ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND OOLLEC’I'IONS—QY GEOGRAPHIC DIYISIONS

MARCH 1844
Colleotion Peroentages® Acoounts Receivable
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Humber ) ’ : hange -
JAnD ' OF sarms | March | March Pebruary ua:’;;::‘t :m- ;944 uu::uo;
) . L9 . ¢l
KIND OF BUSINESS . reporting 1944 1943 194 s, vs. 1944
: Uar, 1943 | Feb, 1944 (Ada 000)
New e 159 117 108 nz2 =14. =2 11,541
Drugs and Sundries (liquor 6Xc1uded) e eseaeansnnne 13 98 91 92 -4 -8 1,880
DY GO0d8.uusecnasossronncennecnnssonennsen resease .8 99 ” 95 20 + 4 17
Electrical GoodB.esssssscecorcesuncnsoenss tesesen 29 89 74 82 26 -12 2,127 -
Fresh Fruits and Vegetableseecssescscerseonananons 11 255 248 20 b +8 253
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Productz,.,eeeasas 15 142 | ° 108 122 24 -8 1,34
Jeats and Meat Produetseccescscsccncnoncosconcenes 5 174 217 182 +10 +3 1,379
Industrial SUPPLiCa.ceoccesnnsnsesssnnsnae serane 10 111 102 104 =19 -8 §23
Plumbing and Heating Supplies..csssceeeccosncenses 8 4 62 89 -13 -6 11
Optical G00dBusuuereerinrscarsnocnsnnsononsnsssrey 4 7 8 87 S +3 39
Machinery,Eqpt. ,and Supplies » except Electrical... -4 88 7 . 82 -8 + 4 177
Uotalsesserecerraenercsonennocs cevescansrsans 5 132 160 140 ~11 +10 207
Paper and Its Products,.. ssesscsseressasenes "8 108 98 102 + 4 +68 311
Tobacco and Its ProductSeseceececnssssncossecanses 13 187 143 1s2 ~18 + 1 S01
Uiddle AtLantiC.esseessenenscesnnnssoseronponnecenns 483 . 130 24 - 124 =7 +4 47,058
Automotive Suppliese.eeeceeenscoe cesvsscemsnernan 2 - 93 - 80 88 «7 -8 400
Paints and Varnishes.eeeeresensrnscencasonsenance 5 &0 59 N -1 +12 22
Clothing and Furnishings, axcept ShoeS..eessseeess 10 107 99 98 Sy +25 1,644
Shoes and Obher FOOLWears.e.eeeeeresoseeesnes . 8 80 78 78 «17 +9 949
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)........ . 22 21 84 89 -3 -3 4,874
Dry GoodSessesovsnaresencasssanse . 29 80 8 86 =25 + 5 3,468
Electrical GoodB.seceecesosaens avee . 62 ni 80 89 «11 b 8,332 .
Dairy and Poultry Productsesesssessesesesensonsens 7 180 108 175 -2 -3 911
Fresh Fruits anclVegetablea....................... 14 226 242 194 -9 -5 - 2718
Furniture and House Furmishingsecscessenssoscennne 11 a8 69 99 =38 +19 800
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products......... 89 184 162 174 -9 -3 4,587
Meats Rnd Meat ProdUCtBesssssesccseconnnemensosss 20 184 217 185 +33 +2 5,593
Beer...................................,...'... . 8 128 82 134 ~13 L= 150
General Hardwire..eesesessscceessensanssnsen . 27 93 -] 89 -5 +8 2,680
B 25 98 94 92 «10 -3 2,119
.e 32 5 ” 7 +12 b 1,584
veeens 5 60 - 53 [ -7 +18 259
cos tesesesnnssss 4 88 7% el +2 +13 117
Lumber and Building Materials.cesonecnscrrceannnea 8 90 8l 89 -3 -8 319
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical.. 4 :° 1] a7 81 =26 -] 174
Surgical ,Medical,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies., | 4 es 86 80 +13 +2 89
Paper and Its ProductBesessecssvecececnsnnenseosns 19 92 % a8 -6 +1 1,800
Tobacco and Its Produets.ceiserccisceracacosnacens 34 237 188 233 -}3 +1§5 2,549
East North Centrlicessescessossessencnsessneasnanns 450 124 | 18 122 =5 'y 36,491
Automotive Supplies.,...e... “oeeestsesecasersnna 50 104 100 - 108 +28 +3 1,087
Paints and Varnishes.............................. 7 64 53 - 70 ’ + 1 +9 498
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes, 7 95 s1 87 =18 -5 225
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded), 26 108 99 108 -8 b 4,042
Dry GoodBeescoenseseerseonans *eesecsssnssanuns 8 80 82 93 -8 N 1,070
Electrical GoodB.uecesosannone *tseceescivenenae 83 101 88 87 wl3 + 6 5,084
Dairy and Poultry Pmducts........................ 7 140 140 138 7, +5 80
Fresh Fruits and Vegetableseessneesertenssaceennss ] 287 R85 199 -12 -11 134
Furniture and House Furnishings.seecessoncsvannnes 9 .98 % ' 138 17 #19 480
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.eeenases 72 . 158 147 18 + 4 +1 8,268
Confectionery...v......................... 5 28 A2 187 +18 +3 40
Meats and Ueat ProductS.eecessesesseessss 18 202 Rl9 208 -7 +4 2,849
BOBr st seasenstetatorasnccnoens 4 161 1s 173 b +12
General Hardware....., . 16 107 85 103 =10 +24 3,475
Industrial Supplies.eeessscseses 14 92 88 88 -3 ~1 . 1,097
Plumbing and Heating SUPPlieBacessaniasacncasconns 13 111 101 107 =16 =) 475
Lumber and Building Materialeeeensssisensonnennse 9 o7 98 93 +24 -18 361
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical,, 14 94 89 107 -1 -l 538
Surgical,Medical,and Hospital Eqpt, and Supplies.. 8 56 7 | 63 +51 ~13 1,224
l(etah...... 5 137 118 129 «19 -8 734
Paper and Tts ProductSecececnssences 22 228 89 o7 +11 + 8 2,728
Tobacco and Its Product8..ee.e,..... 41 181 188 | 172 -7 + 5 1,908
Leather and Shoe FIndingSesceeeuescrsannnncessnnns 4 11 100 94 «16 -l 89
West North Central.................................. 224 n ‘100 107 - * 5,8,
Automotive Supplies.,... ceevone 18 87 83 87 ﬁai :;% L?i%i%
Shoes and Other FOOtWeArY s 0seroeesrannne verenas 4 91 920 86 +6 + 9 1,144
Drugs and Sundries (ligquor excluded),,.... vessnae 13 113 104 109 -3 + 1 2,648
Dry Gooda..............'-.......-..-............... [ @9 €5 88 -2 #1383 7,798
Electrical G008t setestcisnrasannvanacenes csees 28 87 82. - 93 +4 - + 8 1,452
Furniture and House Furnishingseeeescesscecsaneeos 5 118 107 108 31 - 4 1,199
Groceries .and Foods, exeapt Farm Products.e.....,. 80 230 189 214 © wll +1 2,407
Beeresceacrrorannnens sevsoreersrtecantcrsennos 8 228 223 257 + 4 +14 58 -
esasacerrcssne 12 130 99 1o -17 + 4 2,308
cssennesseananne 8 ol €8 86 «3) - g 397
eetescecsensacesia 9 98 n 87 =35 -3 260
Lumber and Building Materialoeeeesscsseensesaonees 5. 140 99 92 -5 =25 548
Uachinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical,. 5 127 97 115 «10 ‘+ 4 172
Paper and 48 ProdUCtBessesueensessancansonsen, 5 93 | 80 101 -l +7- 228
Tobacco and Its Productaesssessceeessosnncoanannss 7 134 ies 193 +24 +44 122

(Conk Tmust on et Fage] -



Page 8 )
WHOLESALERS’ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS—BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

MARCH 1944
Collection Percentages® Accounts Receivable
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION l:un;ber ] Percent ch As of
AND of firms
March March {Februery || Mar, 1944 | Mar, 1944 | March 1
KIND OF BUSINESS . |revortingl g, 1943 1944 s, iy 1944 '
Mar, 1943 | Feb., 1944 (Add 000)
SOubh ALLANEIC..euseessssnsssnneasss 349 120 104 115 =15 + 4 $20,107
Automotive SUPPLlieS.corersorransrsnscas 21 94 71 91 ~23 -8 . 593
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoesc.ciescecacs 5 - 90 84 93 ) +12 215
Drugs and Sundries (1iguor excluded)esosescsscaoss 19 87 97 104 +3 + 8 2,148
Dry GOOGS.ssssessenesssrsesssassossssnsoscsasnsosse 9 82 73" 86 -3 +10 1,489
Electrical GOOdS.oessasssssssssenroonsssssnossonse 49 79 7R 73 -29 +5 3,311
¥resh Fruits and VegetableS.cceseosccesivsvvasesns 17 147 137 142 =18 + 4 688
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS..cesese. 88 174 152 180 -2 -3 3,479
Confectionery.seocassicocsscscossvosasecscscssoses 8 2R 114 119 +17 +17 264
Meats and Meat ProductSceessscessrocscssnsorcorses 4 256 223 246 -13 1 -5 233
General Hardware....... creasressEserrensy 25 98 86 94 -4 + 8 2,178
Industrial SupplieS.eesceesess sesvsrsesereaes 9 100 86 93 =11 + 7 667
Lumber and Building MaterialS.sessecesesacssscsacs 9 113 84 10¢" -24 +13 616
Machinery, Egpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical.. 7 99 91 89 -10 + 5 ’ 215
Paper and Its ProductSesscacesceccinsrcrrocssonnes 10 83 80 91 =13 -8 546
Tobacco and Tts Productsceiesecssescavserceccsacnsns 22 165 133 157 . -1l +3 1,077
East South Centraleccesscsscssncssescnssvee vens 1R6 118 104 1l4 =2 +4 10,366
Automotive SUPPLieS.sescsessrssasvesssssescescones 7 85" 83 B4 +23 + 8 234
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) veesssossnrans 10 106 105 107 +10 + 2 1,789
Dry (000d8.casessssssraasrassnsssotanasasranssonncs 9 88 74 g2 -13 +10 1,689
Electrical (G00dS.esssnscsssoscesasnvnstscosasasnre 11 110 76 95 ~12 +1 573
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products..... 34 163 142 157 -2 +1 1,632
Veats and Meat ProductS..ssecsccnsssncsesencens 4 262 193 201 =25 -24 386
General HarQWir@.eoesseesssiscscosasscnsnavssonnes 2 26 94 93 -4 + 5 1,363
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical.. 4 82 73 87 + 7 -2 * 213
Tobacco and Tts ProductS.csissscevessccsvcavevennes 7 179 142 174 -1 + 7 494
West Soubh Central..seececesoroscssssossocssssasanse 198 130 114 124 ~8 + 2 15,111
Automotive SUPPlieS.eecasesorsasarasevesscracnssse 11 98 20 96 +21 b 264
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)cesessseccssas 15 101 93 104 + 4 + 2 2,491
Electrical GoOdB.veeccsssceracacsscccessssersonsoes 22 . 95 70 75 ~34 - + 4 1,262
Farm SUPPlieS.seeseseescarsvesssocscsncncsssancioy 4 184 188 182 -1 + 2 582 .
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. . 82 152 136 148 =7 -2 4,681
General Hardware..ssesicossssscssacsnssccs PR 15 118 108 112 -4 +1 1,538
Industrial SUPPLiES.essccsesscesrssssscsosrcasrons 8 101 87 | 86 -17 -4 1,279
sachinery, Bapt., 2nd Supplies,except Electrical.. 4 199 138 182 +46 +34 123
Paper and It3 Product.ieceesessecessaonssncoanans 4 98 87 87 -5 -2 219
MOUNtBiNis e verosssnsrssserssssscssscsssarrasasssinse 97 12 109 126 =23 + 4 5,339 .
Automotive Suppli@S.icsesseacecscess 10 91 82 91 +13 + 8 180
Electrical (000S.cesscesvssvsssssacscssocoassnsane 14 77 75 87 -39 +28 781
Fresh Frults and VegetableS..cescerossscncasscenssn 4 137 165 11e -34 =11 54
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products,. _7 180 148 170 -8 + 4 1,075
Meats and Meat ProductS.ssscesrcsccescsces 4 163 163 206 29 -4 514
Lumber and Building MaterialS.secosseasssesconcrss s 109 96 94 -5 -3 629
Tobacco and Its ProductB.ssesssesisssssssesaccoene 5 140 108 143 -12 + 7 ‘15
PACAELCenresssvnnsseastsosssansnsnssanassnasssarfoos 205 14 96 109 22 +2 26,752
Automotive SupplieScececsessessssninenens 29 88 85 89 . #19 +13 474
Shees and Other FOOLWEAT.esssessvasssvscrcstancsns 5 100 87 91 ~29 % 243
DY GOOSeeanososasosionsnssssensuorsansanassasss 8 99 94 108 =17 +11 1,141
Electrical G00GS.ssssensssssarsasrssesscrsssovoses 21 80 65 78 =31 +1R 4,142
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.seess:s 6 144 127 138 -7 + R 422
FPurniture and House Furnishing@.ssseesscascessenss 11 Vil 74 85 -20 +13 1,619
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductsS.ecece.s. 30 208 135 181 -28 -3 3,186 -
General Hardware...secesesosesscseseasssassversionse 12 91 83 87 -11 +6 | 5,063
Industrial Supplied.cscassccscssscesesssccscsccscs 9 88 80 80 -R8 - & 2,219
Plunbing and Heating Supplies..... ] 84 79 83 -29 -4 1,495
Tumber and Building MateriglS.sesceesscssveccccase 10 104 88 104 . -7 -7 691
Metals...........-..........-......-.......v....... 5 111 a8 85 «10 11 556
Tobacco and Its ProductS.cecescsscsssccscnvesccees 14 137 124 133 -8 +20 . R:r+
Leather and Shoe FindingS.eseececssescsscoccscvesss 4 87 94 93 +14 13 163

2 Collection pércentages are obtained by dividing the colleoctions by»acoom'xts receivable for an identical group of firms.
{ess than 0.5 percent, ’ ’ : X

States Comprising Geographic Divisions

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vt.) South Atlantic - (Del,, D. C,, Fla., Ga,, Md., N. C., S. C., Va., W, Va,)
Middle Atlantic - (N. J., N. Y., Pa.) East South Central ~ (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tem.s .
Fast North Central - (I1l., Ind., ¥ich., Ohlo, Wis.) West South Central - (Ark., la,, Ckla., Tex.)
West North Central -~ (Iowa, Kans,, Minn,, Mo,, Nebr., Mountain — (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N, Mex., Utah, fiyo.)

N, Dak., S. Dak.) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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WHOLESALERS' SALES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS
APRIL 1944

Sales of wholesalers, as reported by 2,939 establishments,were slightly (2%) lower
in April 1944 than in April 1943, according to an announcement released today by J. C. Capt,
Director of the Census. April sales this year were 8 percent short of the dollar volume re-
corded for the preceding month this year, but for the year to date (4 months) sales were
4 percent higher than for the corresponding peripod of 1943.

Of the 34 trades shown separately in this report, only wholesalers of automotive
supplies reported a substantial sales increase--15 percent—-for April 1944 vs. April 1943,
Seven trades registered moderate gainas: Paints and varnishes (10%); surgical, medical, and
hospital equipment and supplies (7%); Jewelry and confectionery (each 6%); and full-line
wholesalers, retail-cooperative warehouses, and specialty lines—all of the groceries and
foods group (5%). Almost no change. occurred in the sales of coal and meats and meat products,
while the average for wholesalers of hardware was a drop of 6 percent, BSales of electrical

goods were off 6 percent; dry goods, 9 percent; shoes and other footwear, 12 percent; and
furniture and house furnishings, 14 percent.

Inventories, in terms of dollars based on cost values s at the close of April 1944
were 11 percent higher than those of April a year ago. The total dollar value of whole—
salers' stocks on April 30, 1944 was slightly (2%) above that registered on March 3, 1944.
Stocks of drugs and sundries were 12 percent higher in April this year than in April 1943;
meats and meat products, 18 percent; and metals, 37 perceént. Decreased stocks were noted by
vgho%e)asalers of jewelry (10%), paper and its - products (11%), farm supplies (15%) 5 and beer

24%). .

The stock-sales ratio for 1,84 wholesalers at the end of this April was 125 as
against 112 for April 1943 and 112 for March 1944. Wholesalers of clothing and furnishings,
except shoes, with virtually no change in sales and a 5 percent gain in inventories s showed
a stock-sales ratio of 73 this April as against 69 last April, Sales were down 4 percent
for wholesalers of paper and its products, and inventories were off 11 percent, reflected
in a stock-sales ratio of ‘112 for April 1944 as against 132 for April 1943. Wholesalers of
lumber and building materials noted a 13 percent drop in sales and a 9 percent gain in in-
ventories--a stock-sales ratio of 118 for this April compared with 86 a year ago, In April
1944, wholesalers of machinery, equipment, and supplies » except electrical, reported almost
no change in sales, along with a 10 percent increase in inventories, resulting in a stock-
sales ratio of 145 against 129 in April 1943, Of the 33 trades for which stock~sales raties
are shown, 25 showed increases for April 1944 compared with April 1943, :

Collections on accounts receivable were 6 percent higher for April 1944 than for
April 1943, but 4 percent below those of March 1944, The collection percentage for April
1944 was 117; for April 1543 s 110; and for March 1944, 122. Accounts receivable were 8 per-
wrat less on April 1, 1944 than on April 1, 19,3; but at the beginning of this April com~
pared with March 1, 1944, a slight (2%) increase was noted,

This monthly study is conducted Jointly by the National Association of Credit Men
and the Bureau of the Census. Detailed figures were presented in the following tables in

surmary for the United States and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing individual
operations, by geographic divisions,

3-32245



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON
WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES B
APRIL 1944 @
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-HONTH {At Cost) STOCK-SALES RA‘I‘IOSa
Percent change Percent change
of Nomber of
KIND OF BUSINESS firas spril | onange Four firns . Apr. 30, _
: . Apr. 1944 |Apr. 1944 P change months Apr. 1944 {Apr. 1944 1944 Apr. | Apr. | Mar,
. reporting 1944 from 4 1944 reporting X 18 19
salesd | o " loss |uar. io4a mos, 1945 stocks |\ "los |uar. 1944 ol el
. » : pr . {Add 000) ' {Add_000) . pr. : {Add 000)
UNITED STATES 2,939 -2 -8 $527,887 + 4 $1,343,350 1,814 a1 ] ez $244,110 125 | 112 112
Aibomobive SUPPLASSessssesareansorassasssssarassasss 235 415 -1 8,510 +21 23,404 | . 138 +13 v 4 5,010 | 166 | 1e ! 158
Chemicals (industrial)eesecseercecs vae 7 -1 -5 1,101 +1 6,687 12 =10 -8 783 92 00 - 91
Paints and VarnisheS.cesscssosescecseosccnnossse 60 +10 +10 4,078 +8 22,545 15 -6 -3 1,325 180 171 184
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoedicesscescse 37 + 1 -17 2,768 | +l4 11,76 18 +5 +3 596 72 €9 57
Shoes and Other Footwealiiesecceccvessiosncesssvoensse 28 -12 - 16,242 -5 | 64,848 5 [ =2 © 3,738 50 47 @ 48
GOBluosssansasesaersesarssussaionsonsasnessnarossrsesl 12 ¢ -3 2,434 +2 12,240 d ' - d d d d 4
i .
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)eescesessesessvan 142 -5 . -18 25,697 + 6 110,057 109 12 . (] 36,994 186 159 is54
Dry GoodSecesecnscessnsass T L . 100 -9 -1l 17,453 c 74,587 51 « 5 + 5 17,83 156 140 132
Electrical GoodSeceeessncos 305 -8 -7 27,731 4 = § 99,456 . 258 | ] + 4 14,162 64 59 57
Dairy and Poultry ProductSeecscesecsscscs 38 -§ -l2 3,891 + 1 15,140 16 +13 +12 390 28 34 30
Fresh Frults and Vegetables..esseecsce 92 -9 -3 5,357 - ) 22,227 58 +8 -2 683 17 15 1?
Farm Supplies..eccesscvasessscvssnsenorssrocecasorses 19 «11 -36 3,907 + 4 15,37 11 =15 -8 1,597 108 100 82
Furniture and House FurnishingSecvescescssscsessioes 53 ~14 -8 4,856 ~11 18,586 27 -8 -8 3,819 104 102 07
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products..eecsecsses 676 + 8 -11 71,744 #11 10,011 433 +12 -l 66,020 47 - 1 131
Full-line wholesalersTeeeresasussesrvassiossssesces 385 +5 ~12 37,251 +10 141,690 258 ! +1} -2 40,603 150 % 142 135
Voluntary-group wholesalers.soasssssvencrscsssasaes 139 +3 ~10 21,366 +10 97,230 95 +12 -l 18,518 170 187 153
Retall perative wareh 19 +5 <16 4,397 +9 19,289 13 +13 4 3,485 | 1290 | 114 | 108
Specialty lines..... 133 + 5 -10 8,730 12 81,802 7L +33 +10 3,418 7 I 65 [
Confectionerysescesscscas 52 + 6 -12 1,083 +11 4,760 26 +12 - 593 90 -1 84 84
Meats and Moat ProductSesesecssescscorscvsavssoccanes 80 -1 [] 36,581 +1 130,022 83 +18 =5 7,592 85 58 87
BOOFssarssassesssansasssensoasarosssrssosssanansssses €8 -1 9 1,736 +9 7,110 43 -24 -3 . os4 20 ¢ 26 22
¥ines and LiqUOrs.eccecssececcossevarcsoccosensesneces 33 -4 -5 5,347 +2 28,435 24 + 4 -1 4,434 108 | 98 101
Total HErdwire GroUpeeccessesssssssscsascnsesovessess 339 -8 -8 37,337 ¢ 155,533 217 .2 e | 38,92 164 | 1S1 156
General hardwarG.ceesscossssssssssssscsssassessases 133 -3 c -5 23,121 +3 97,961 84 + 1 e 27,002 7l 165 183
Indistrial supplieSeeececescrcsscicecccacnnsrnsonas| 97 =11 -5 9,301 -4 37,835 6l *3 1l ] 8,221 144 120 143
Plumbing and heating supplieS.iecesercecscessssense 108 «11 -0 4,915 «-7 19,737 72 + 4 «1 3,618 158 147 14l
JeWolrY,.cacsvecisnonssasoncsscrsiavsanas 32 + 8 -14 1,828 +8 . 8,560 12 -0 + 5 ! 883 177 - 225 ! 138
Optical GoOUS.sesssesssscnssencssacsssce 16 c -9 2482 +15 1,058 ? -4 + 7 136 155 ' 184 | 137
Lunber and Building MaterialS..ececcssecessocveccoces 66 -13 ¢ 5,667 -$ 18,085 3R + 9 + 3 : 2,983 118 ¢ 88 ¢ 11
Machinery,Equipment and Supplies,except Electrical... S0 +1 -5 2,598 +3 11,967 34 +10 1 2,492 48 129 i 138
-Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies... 22 .7 -5 501 2 | 4,407 “ ! +3 B 545 0 | 176, 180
MEtaLSeeeosovconssasssassvanssanssssssasssssssscesses 26 =7 -6 3,895 +8 18,928 0, +37 -1 3,609 188 : 111 182
| .
Paper and Its ProductB.cesscsssreessosorsessvesvsvane 88 -4 -12 8,414 +10 30,243 40 i -l +5 3,376 2 ;. 132 98
PetroloiMesssesenssasscassscsssses eens 7 -7 -4 580 +2 2,308 4 ! +16 «1 338 69 58 1 64
Tobacco and Its ProductSececssveceoe . 176 + 2 =10 18,795 + 6 74,613 88 -7 ] 1 H 6,009 87 84 ; s1
Leather and Shoe Findingdeeeseseeecees .. 18 «17 -10 378 - 4 1,520 9 ! ‘e 4 l +«5 i 247 168 132 147
Mi8c611ane0USsesenosssssersassssrsosssnsesosesccscace 52 *22 + 2 11,335 +11 42,908 4 +108 +32 B 17,9C0 187 , 112 ° 146
i | et e i e i

& These gtock sales ratios are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by sales for-an ideatical group of firms,
b wumber does not apply in all cases to the year-to-date figures. : .
¢ Less than 0,5 percent.

d insufficient data to show separately.

© Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
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WHOILESALERS® ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

Number

S

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

: a
COLLECTION PERCENTAGES

Electrical GoodB.esecsvsccessssnnsssssssosonsncscsssscssesssnosios

 KIND OF 'Bu S Mot . Percent change As of
NESS ) ms - ==
5] reporting April April March April 1944 April 1944 April 1,
1944 1943 1944 Vs, Vs, 1944
) April 1943 March 1844 {Add 000)
_UNITED STATES 2,374 117 110 122 -8 +2 $234,852
AULOMOLAVE SUPDILES.0oresnsssscrsssesessssssorentnsrasnsasnecsvans | 184 93 89 " 95 +12 +3 4,689
Chemicals (Industrisl)ceccecessconsssenssscrsocsssscsssssassscncsns 14 - 102 102 113 . =3 + 4 857
Paints and VarnisheScceeoscetssesscccsacossscossoscsssvsossssosnsan 27 75 73 73 =10 +8 i, 115
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeBeccscscescccsssssscecccsccsse 34 85 73 94 -7 +8 3,477 -
Shoes and Other FOOLWEST.cosecassscecssoseccsnscrsossnsenvssanssos 24 85 84 93 | -R2 + 1 8,499
C08lucnossvssossonsscssresnnsssossescessansssnsastorsenssosssassans ~10 . 104 102 108 -3 + 4 2,450
Drugs and Sundries (1iquor excluded)eeescsescesscosscsssvasosusans Lo 99 99 108 +2 +9 25,222
Dry GOOABceesusoosveccosssvonssosssossrstssssssasssssssasesscsenes 80 . ™ 3 82 -9 + 5 21,784
! 200 . 85 78 95 -17 +2 30,610
26
8

Farm SupplieS.cecsossensotoscssssecscessssssnsvncecsscacnravecnseos

Furniture and House Furnishings.ceceecscscesssoccessncsscarecanncs

Groceries and Foods, except Farm Produt_:ts‘....‘....‘_...’.........I......-
Full-line wholesalerslesecsesversssssscsonnssrsonasorasasonsanse

Voluntary-group wholésalers.ceseccrrovssesssssarsocnsiscsncssocs |

© Retaller-cooperative warehouseS..ecesvcvsrercsnsscsssivssvsssses
Speclalty 1ines.ccesecessssocosscscessnsriorsncsvipecsncscesnons

Confectloneryeescsscocssscasssscrsesirnnosocsoosavossrooseasascase it
Meats and Meat Produc'bs........._......_.'....;..‘;.;-..,'..‘,.,...........-.. -

BeeIucovatvssstococsssonensnsonseioranssscosconssesonsstsossssseacs

Wines and LiqUOrSccssssssessocssnsscssissscosnsesnsossscssssacancs

Total Hardﬁare Group...............v.......~..........‘.......'.'......

I N R R

cessedonennsncvessasscresae

Plumbing and heating supplieS..sseccvecnsssscssescoressscssanssos

JEWELTTeossscascoconsssonssanssssssssasnnsossnassnassssnssvssossvs
Optical GOOUS.esscesosscesssssosrscssssonsssscvssscsnnsssscesnsnns
Lumber snd Bullding MaterialSesesssescscossessccssiossvrcnsossves
Machinery, .Equipment, and Supplies, except Electrical.ceecisncssse
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment and SupplieS.sessosssons

, MetalSeceosssvenceosesesascscsnerssscosesssesoncacsosresnorsssnene

Paper and Its ProductSccssccescsssosscnssssssesovessscessasusnsses
PetroleWhccooccessosoosncasss \
Tobacco and Its Productseeoes
Leather and Shoe FAndingScescccossscsssescsearcsssesaosesssassoans
Mi80ellaneouS.cescessevossvoscssncassssanoasasonsescsovacssessasnsa

eceuses sseoe sesssvodovssane

evoEveeceansvoescsearasersonsses

75
S
123
15
47

155
158
‘110
" %0

156
150
165
2.
158 ~
J13e’
28

171

174

93
99
88
82

83

87
101
98
85
131

95
143
176

96

147

165
166
120
84
149
143
160
220
127
132
230

140
142

a8
oL
88
7

59
92
99
91
69
107

87
128
163

o1
/138

178
178
133

96

169
161
173

158
152

178 -

171
176

94
147
193
101
167

*
Ec-d

+13
-9
+17
~21

+ :‘+
@

+ 1 + 1

+ 1 (]
+ 2 ’ -3
+12 +13
- 8 + 9
+ 5 + 4

-7 -19

~12
-22

]
~3
+ + + 1+

OO~y @

L
~>
+
=

-7 + 8
+ 2 -2
-9 + 3
+1 + 6
+12 - + 2
- 8 -5
-2 + 1
~R2 +1
-7 + 2
~11 +12
-22 + 1

1,949
2,269
3,707
4,948

36,520
18,951
10,783
1,914
4,872
559

- 14,370

335
1,974

35,848
20,841
9,088
5,919

2,245
213

4,913

2,173
604
3,000

6,316
326
7,677
325
5,978

2 collection percentages are obtained by dividing the collections-by accoﬁnbé» recel

D Mot affiliasted with voluntary or cooperative groups.
¢ Less than 0.5 percent. : :

&
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. WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY CEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
APRIL 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At- Cost) S'l'l)(?K—SAI.E:S'RATIOSa
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of | Percent chango Percent Four Number ot |  Percent change
firms April firms g Apr. 30, :
KIND OF BUSINESS reporting | APTe 1944 | Apr. 1944 | 1944 chenge | monbhs Apr. 1944 Apr. 1944 1944 ~ [ Apr. | Apr. | Mer
from 4 1944 reporting Pre .
P es B o005 | v o from 4 oo va, vs, 1944 | 1943 | 1984
ore Mar. 1 (Add_000) mos. {Add 0C0) hpr, 1843] Mar, 1944 {aad 000)
&

New ERglafieesccscesssaesessssanagnagessvosassossoss 189 =11 -9 | §15.826 -2 $85,566 23 7 +4 ° 11,242 | 132 104 | 133
Automotive SupplieS,.cccencscscsersascens [] 13 +8 132 -13 261 c 1 c c [ 1 ¢
Chemicals (industrial).esceseececessvosass 5 -6 -5 405 + 7 1,843 . ¢ c c c c c ¢
Shoes and Other FootWear'eeveoraoosesasisses 4 -7 13 326 + 4 1,310 < e ¢ (] [ ¢ [
Drugs and Sundries (liguor excluded)sovevenesceces 12 -1l -19 1,518 + 1 7,003 10 +12 d 2,448 187 183 158

GO0US . seorssnasorsscoscssnscscnssusssscssssnse [ -12 -6 173 -3 723 4 =21 +12 114 81 110 73
caveasrense 20 =20 «13 1,875 -9 7,312 - 26 + 1 + 9 938 87 45 46
.o . 6 «19 -2 534 -8 1,082 c c c c c [ -3

Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.eeessces 25 - § -? 2,764 +6 10,568 14 +10 -2 1,208 170 163 150
Meats and Meat ProductS8..ccesssccsavesensssccarsane 7 -22 -6 2,415 =13 10,351 | [ c ] [ c c ¢
Industrial SUpPlieS..eesecessssossocosse 12 =18 -7 697 ~13 2,841 9 -8 +2 1,209 20 178 186
Flunbing and Heating Supplies........ 8 «10 -15 75 -4 307 4 ~11 + 3 151 387 370 298
Optical GoOUS.eeescessasssnnsassasssosstassesnoras 4 =15 - 8 34 + 2 133 [ [ c e ¢ e ¢
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, excepl Flectrical.s. 4 =12 -14 18 + 1 770 ¢ ¢ e ¢ e ] (]
HotalSeesssornseersssresovecasasnarnosoressesoosns 4 R4 -5 251 -18 873 c c c c [ ¢ ]
Paper and Its ProductS..aes.s 7 -6 ~12 207 7 1,325 4 w11 +13 159 90 112 78
Tobacco and Its Productsecesessccsesessoncrocavenes 14 -5 «10 1,686 + 2 7,269 5 L +5 + 3 159 48 43 47
Middle ABLENtIC.seeseierasocssansonasersacscransones 604 _.ad 11 73,508 + 5 278,469 356 + 8 +5 40,693 | 103 9 | 89
g 27 +24 -6 457 +29 2,009 18 +9 + 5 656 | 229 285 | 211
. 6 -9 +5 86 d 224 c c c . c ¢ c- z
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS.eisesssuees 12 + 9 -18 1,888 +18 - 8,242 4 + 7 -5 314 74 72 606
Shoas and Other Footwsaleeesisvesocser crvese [ + 7 - =20 37 -5 2,615 ¢ [ (] [ e . ] [
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)eessescecsvess 23 -8 -18 5,059 + 2 21,0086 17 o+ 9 -l 5,472 173 148 143
DY G00d8ssenerssnossssscassnsassnsssencrvsnsscere 35 =15 ~15 3,961 -7 19,419 16 + 3 +6 . 2,403 148 137 120
Electrical GoOUS.seseecasnns 68 +3 -10 8,252 -1 . 24,997 52 -3 + 7 2,540 41 45 54
Dairy and Poultry Products.... 10 +9 ~19 2,142 +14 7,403 4 +19 +18 266 40 40 30
Fresh Fruits and Vegetablese.os.. 19 : ~10 d 859 -5 2,714 11 +15 + 4 141 19 15 18
Purniture and House Furnishings..sececcscs 15 -8 + 4 1,036 «11 3,433 8 ~45 =19 453 64 123 89
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. 94 +3 <15 11,790 +10 45,610 42 +16 +2 6,311 147 132 ro
Meats and Meat ProductS..ceescsscessescsce 25 + 7 -7 10,866 + 7 27,435 21 +185 d 1,642 85 64 83
BEEIsueresvencsosnssesscsesasvacvenassvuce 13 + 4 + 2 315 +19 1,153 . 8 -44 +12 : 28 1 21 10
Wines and LigquorSceesscass 14 -5 -8 3,335 +86 14,072 c c [ [ [ ¢ [
General Hardware... 33 -2 +1 3,596 + 2 12,918 21 + 5 +3 3,859 180 187 169
Industrial Supplles.coeeececscss 2 ~21 =12 2,280 -9 9,958 20 + 8 +3 1,857 109 78 93
Plurbing and Heating Supplies 29 -3 =10 1,301 d 5,765 27 d -4 1,189 120 31 . 120
JOWBLLY v s evenssvasvonssisacvanaes ciesioew 8 -3 -23 195 + 8 1,385 [ ¢ e . [ ¢ ¢ ¢
Optical GoOdS..eessevasoanassassencs 7 -4 =11 131 +10 573 ¢ ¢ c ¢ ¢ c: ]
Lugber and Building MaterdelS..see..: 1 28 -1 o987 =15 2,684 6 +18 + 2 536 70 2 . "
Motal8eveasnnsecvssssvencasrencovesoance csesnce 4 -19 -9 1,275 +11 7,634 c c c ¢ [ c ¢
Paper and Its ProductSeeessscuvoccsenven oo 27 -3 =15 1,813 +15 10,558 14 «18 + 7 849 7 | €8 83
Tobacco and Its Product8ececscsscsasnocnsonersccce 46 + 8 -9 6,462 + 8. 26,253 25 ~28 -8 2,355 4 ¢ 69 45
. . i b

fast North Central.eieisesecesscersesasivassensernse 575 =1 =10 55,248 + 5 226,784 374 +5 =2 45,415 us . 1z i 109
62 +14 -8 1,608 +24 6,075 44 +8 d 1,744 | 158 | 168 ; 148

Paints and VarnisheS..eeccecescoosesrcccvsnacseces 7 -3 +3 296 + 8 1,333 c c ¢ ¢ ¢ | ¢ ]
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes..eesseccs.. 8 ~18 + 4 220 -13 .74l 4 -1 +3 80 i 125 @ 137 4 130°
Diugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)secesseecsesve 27 -5 =15 4,424 +7 20,175 22 +3 -3 5,768 181 | 148 ; 141
Dry GoodBesesssscuosossssasass .ee 12 -9 =15 1,454 + 2 5,180 8 -3 -4 1,435 | 108 ' 100 1 94
Electrical GoodSssesssscreses 59 +1 -4 5,003 +6 21,788 50 -4 + 2 2,766 59 62 i S7
Dairy and Poultry Productsesss. 14 - 7 -2 576 -5 2,322 7 + 7 +7 20 27 227 28
Frash Fruits and Vegetableseeeesssonscnoversansces 15 ~15 -12 . 672 -2 3,208 . 8 + 4 +3 103 26 22 22
Furniture and House Furnishings.sssseesecacecsvece 8 21 -22 442 ~16 1,784 4 - + 2 219 & 112 144 80
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.... 1Rl + 5 =15 15,495 +12 60,814 Q0 +15 -4 17,752 Y 154 ' 143 ; 136
Confectionery.eseessassvesnossssosasncrovensancin. 7 =11 =19 - 109 +11 §70 (] c ¢ Ly ¢ ¢ ¢

Continued on next page)
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

APRIL 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY-—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIDSa
GEOGRAPHI% DIVISION Number of Percent change April Percent Four Number of Percent change Apr. 30
M »
KIND OF BUSINESS Hirms | or, 1944 | Apr. 1044 1044 ohange months firms | 1644 | Apr. 1944 m Apr. | Apr. | Mar.
T | |, soms | s EERE
B . mos, 1943 Apr, 19 Mar. 19 ) .
Apr, 1943 | Mar. 1844 {Add 000) (Add 000) pr, 1943 1944 (44 000}
East North Central (continued)
Meats and Meat ProductS.cesssesseccsessvosrcnssansie 17 =7 -3 $5.887 - -3 23,885 prs +4 =12 $2.387 48 45 56
BEErsusvasovavsraranasssone . 19 + 8 + 4 514 +10 2,074 13 =10 + 3 107 25 30 27
Wines and LiQuorSesesesososevrirosssenises .o 11, =19 -6 934 ~16 3,807 8 -1 -4 373 86 88 92
Genersl HArdWAre...sessseeseccccscssesenssancnsnses 18 -4 -4 5,049 + 1 13,858 12 -11 + 1 5,339 155 165 150
Tndustrial SupplieS.cssecevssoscsersracrsoscesassne 14 -9 12 1,137 - L 5,245. 8- +9 4 307 93 77 BO
Plumbing and Heating Supplies.cceecenvsssrsocincsss 23. -4 -9 728 -1 2,688 17 + 7 +1 894 203 185 183
JOWELTYesoeeconsnesesssovovsanonasnssonssonsnasnsss g + 9 ~R1 474 + 5 1,453 ¢ 1 [ 1 [ c c c
Lumber and Building MaterialS..cceeesevvascssesssse 14 -4 -2 874 +3 2,543 [ =27 -2 202 94 123 98
Mashinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical.... 10 +11 -1 523 + 4 2,687 7 +22 +8 443 156 127 181
Surgical,Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.. 5 -2 -3 93 +24 2,419 ] c [ [} 3 e [
Het8lSuseivvacocossanesnnroiansnosoveranarsssasuves 6 + 2 -6 875 + 9 4,492 ] [ [ c ¢ (3 [
Paper and Its ProductS.ceesessssoccsccsscnssansusse 22 - ~14 2,498 +14 10,7280 8 «13 -2 856 93 - 121 81
Tobacco and Its ProductS.eesssscssasvsvecssrssnsses 45 +1 =10 4,073 .7 15,714 18 + 7 + 2 1,085 64 | 61 55
West North Centralisececesssessessseveseonss ceon 298 -4 =12 37,134 + 4 148,501 211 *10- *3 44,903 1s3 138 135
Automotive SUpPlieS,.ecasssevcscransscsane [ 26 +22 +8 737 +18 2,668 15 +25 +8 a70 198 is2 202
Shoes and Other FOOLWEAr..ecessecsesveccrsavansiasee 4 + 4 =10 887 + 5 3,980 [ c c ¢ c ¢ [
Drugs snd Sundries (liguor excluded)eeevecseevsssns 18 -4 <15 2,992 + 8B 13,234 14 +13 + 2 5,040 198 171 166
DIy GOOQB.vsscasesssossorssssnasnscssorsssssnsssess 6 -6 -7 6,108 + 5 25,507 4 +3 +5 9,734 185 151 145
Electrical GoodSseeeseesss eesinid 31 -2 -4 1,679 + 7 6,724 26 -1l + 2 985 80 79 k44
Dairy snd Poultry ProductS..eceessescees 4 -20 -6 32 =15 131 c [ ¢ (J [ ] [
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.,..avessvsvsoes 6 + 2 d 487 + 2 1,924 4 -5 C =16 81 23 25 28
Furniture and House FurnishingS..esosscccesvesrenae 6 ~R3 13 1,263 ~18 4,757 5 + 8 + 5 1,319 108 76 89
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products...cesescs 82 d -12 9,086 + 8 35,773 67 +8 d 13,868 169 157 147
BeBTuiosasarsasrasscancocanssssesasssesassesesessss 12 + 8 +17 309 +17 889 7 -28 ~11 33 14 22 18
General Hardware.... 14 +1 -5 4,412 +9 17,954 14 +13 -3 7,825 180 161 175
Industrial SUPPlieS.eseesescsscossevacsicanss 10 + 2 +3 572 -5 2,005 4 10 d 407 197 230 206
Plumbing and Heating SupplieS...eecesssses 10 +8 +11 512 # 1 1,720 s +19 +8 308 146 128 160
Lumber and Building MaterialSi.esecsevevecccvssesces ~18 -3 803 -6 2,358 [ [ c [ [ ¢ c
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical.... 7 -15 =14 241 + 4 721 8 +14 -9 368 155 115 147
Tobacco and Its ProductS..ceesessccstoscosssrsrsace 1o + 2 -5 539 +3 3,174 6 + 5 -3 177 57 54 55
Soubh AL1antiC.sessssvievencoscseninssosnsosinnscnces 428 -2 -7 32,722 +3 126,565 251 *15 +8 20,352 o0 94 99
Automotive SupplieS,ccceesossscns 24 4 +14 815 + 4 2,743 12 + 5 + 3 532 168 188 155
Paints and VarnisheS..ecssecencesssvennsacsrssesnns 5 ~10 +11 258 17 799 5 -9 -2 517 200 198 226
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes.... sese 5 + 6 -15 167 +20 780° é [ ¢ c ¢ c (3}
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)..ss.. <3 -3 =14 2,579 + 7 10,815 12 +13 -2 2,248 194 168 : 156
DPY GO08S,esveseesssosnvonsscases servesenane 1 =4 - B 1,538 +6 6,310 7 + 3 -1 9% 143 135 ; 131
Electrical GoodSusesesscssssnccsascecronevsoncovess 45 -7 -4 4,820 =13 13,845 42 -4 + 7 2,209 87 | 77 il
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS,..seee eecossinsecent 21 -8 + 4 1,803 d 4,919 13 + 5 + 8 170 13 12 13
Furniture and House FurnishingBesssosscersasnerescs 5 =37 -23 - R60 -19 1,04L [ c ¢ e [ c c
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Produtts.c.oaseecse 120 + 7 -9 8,250 +12 32,820 57" +19 -3 4,689 18 104 111
CoNLectionerTiesacrssessossvssavsssasscsrovoesonsss 18 +'9 -l3 354 +12 © 1,986 10 +21 -8 183 62 |- 87 | &8
Meats and Meat Products sosscvosesonrsisess 6 + R +19 830 + 5 3,387 4 + 4 + 9 237 29 28 ' 32
BEETe.usisearresovsasasveeriassassorissssasessssnss 8 -8 + 4 207 +10 1,452 4 -4 =12 23 17 6 | 19
General HArdWEIS.secsesosscossssseovescssaassssvacon Rl + 5 -8 1,715 +10 7,974 9 + 8 +3 789 S128 ' 130 ' 110,
Industrial SupplieS.essscscssccsnsesssascsasvecsnes 14 -2 -5 974 -4 3,707 [ [ c e c c 1
JOWELT T v vosonerossvasasascscsesasoetoasansnasssony 5 14 -27 222 +2 563 ¢ [ c e c. e! ‘¢
Lumber ana Buildivg MeberdelS.seseccescecstsscicnss 9 -8 +3 567 -3 1,592 c c c c ¢ ¢! e
¥achinery,Eqpt, ,and Supplies; 'exdept Electrical.... 9 -7 -18 257 + 5 1,290 6 + 9 + 2 296 213 , 175 , 175
Paper drid T48 PTOHNCEE: eavsevmsvsorarrmecenssssonn 12 -2 -3 663 -2 2,707 5 ~12 -4 398 134 187 182
Tobacco and Tte ProdhotSwesssaarsscassoisiiasascons 28 -5 -15 2,809 +3 9,582 18 +6 -4 o7 53 50 . 47

(Continued on next page)
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS

APRIL 1944
SALES-—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR~TQ-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOS *
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of | Peroent ohamgs | .y Percent Four | Mumber of |  FPercenmt change Apr. 30
firas change months firms ik
KIND OF BUSINESS reporting Apr‘.,51944 Apr:mls‘ﬂ 1944 Srom 4 1042 res;arting Apr;al%‘l Apr‘.’s].Q«m 1942 Apr. Apr. | Mar.
sales b . b stocks : . 1sa J ie44 | 1943 | 1oa4
hpr. 1945 |Mar 008 | 0 g0 19050 3985 | s 000) Apr, 1943 | lar, 1844 | 009 000)

East South Centraliseveversessisesssnnes 157 +8 - 15,693 L 856,711 921 +10 4 $11,125 132 124 | 118
Automotive Supplies..essercscsssnns 7 +31 +12 R22 +29 2086 5 +26 +1 251 117 1R2 131
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) 13 -7 -18 1,976 +8 8,475 10 +10 -1 2,947 182 152 | 149
Dry GoodS.cevecrsaneirss 10 1 -20 1,487 +8 5,905 4 +30 +9 1,088 139 102 o7
Electrical GoodS.issveas 7 +19 + 1 361 +14 1,983 5 + 3 + 7 i82 59 70 60
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables 8 - -1 -1l 40 + 5 1,429 4 d -2 47 18 18 16

44 *+ 5 ~13 3,058 +16 12,614 25 +18 -2 2,102 128 121 116

4 +«21 14 901 +10 3,728 c c 3 ¢ [ ¢! ¢

un +5 +1 2;%21 + 9 8,930 6 -1 -1 1,442 114 | 122 . 120

4 -1 -8 85 -7 226 e c [ < ¢! c! e

4 ~18 -24 214 ¥ 1 993 e e e ) e e e

4 + 4 13 243 +13 2,048 c c ¢ (] e ! e ¢

288 4 =2 25,884 £ 2 los.578 79 2 —d 26,525 | 145 | 134 ; l8B

Automotive SUpplisBecosecessrcense 12 +12 -8 554 +21 1,977 10 +26 * 7 751 142 1 7 | 124
Drugs and Sundries {liquer excluded) 17 + 4 -9 2,829 +10 12,066 13 +17 -1 4,775 215+ 186 185
Dry GoodS.eevessvocscarsonorasassasnen 7, ~18 <21 738 ~2 3,539 6 +22 +13 1,483 300 ¢ 206 R00
Electrical GoodS.sessecvsssgsovevsseseves ?5 <15 + 4 1,338 =10 4,865 20 +18 =1 794 65 46 88
QGruceries and Foods, except Farm Products.. . 119 + 7 -5 11,547 + 8 45,463 87 + 7 -3 11,838 142 138 137
General Hardware... cesensennencen . 16 -2 -4 2,440 Tl 10,585 7 + 4 -1 1,664 150 14 160
Surgical ,Medical ,and Ho Eqpt. and Suppli (] +17 -7 123 +28 509 4 -1 d 129 154 | 183 150
Paper and Tt Products.ececressersvvenrarscansaress 4 12 ~24 198 + 1 848 3 © e ¢ ¢’ [3 c
Tobaceo and Its ProductS.ceeevssecssiivrnvsnsacsnss iL + 7 -8 1,474 +10 3,489 8 +24 +22 974 81 68 61
pit) =3 =8 9,842 +2 88.588 g +16 +2 .78 |0 | 133 49

17 +15 + 1 5R6 +15 1,585 11 +§ + 4 435 ise | 01 170

4 -8 -1 822 + 4 2,321 e c c e ¢ i [ <

eovaines 14 ~14 +3 641 =10 2,411 Ak + 4 -1 48 5 92 . 88 88

Fresh Fruits and Vegebables..vesisssescss . 4 =31 4a 108 -22 404 4 d +13 hirg 7 ! o1 o1s
Grocerdes and Foods, except Farm Products s 34 +2 12 2,147 +10 8,700 38 +10 -1 3,748 178 i+ 1687 . 161
General HordWal'Gu.eesssscovecss 3 -2 =12 658 + 6 2,482 c c [ ¢ e ¢ ¢
Lumber and Building Materials.. 5 -R4 ~12 795 -11 3,096 4 - -5 975 7 ‘ o8 ' 120

Pacific..eueisasersenes o] =3 =7 36,885 +3 .| 180,989 b1} +20 £S5 sl2la | a2 us ! olze
Automotive Supplies... . 54 +22 -8 1,455 +31 5,174 17 +9 * 6 493 138 1 149 ;. 11§
Shoes and Other Footwsar . 5 ~15 w27 203 -14 als 5 -6 -2 345 170 - 154 . 1=6

OB s sasrarcussase P 9 ~ll -8 1,373 - & 5,683 | L] ] e e c [ c

ea 26 ~22 -kl 3,874 =15 15,534 26 + 6 +3 3,289 85 | 62 74

vas 8 2 d 383 +3 5,138 c < c. © ¢, @, c

tecasves Ve 10 + 4 -3 1,349 -7 5,199 s +15 =15 1,40L 13 105 @ 130

Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products . 37 +11 =10 7,607 +12 57,659 23 *20 + 7 5,430 1z 104, 98
Hoats and Meat ProductS.eisessecacsorconsse . 7 -3 + 4 1,289 + 9 4,597 e c c e | ¢ . e - ¢
Beersccerasconnansaasone 7 =1 +1 ?13 -5 842 | 5 =51 -7 .28 f 1 g6 ' i®
General Hardwars. 1 13 -4 4,068 -2 22,404 7 -5 + 3 4,735 § 210 . 189 170
Industrial Supplies...cceeeees 7 -9 ‘1 1,986 Ll 5,672 . 5 +25 -3 2,388 ‘ 137 98 - 174
Plumbing. and Heating Supplies [:] ~23 12 1,494 =17 §,950 [ [ [ [ e e ]
JEWRLII e esraerrosssnessrenans 5 +12 -2 554 +1 . 1,824 c [ [ e l (] X ¢
Lumber and.Bullding. Materials 12 -1 +16 1,174 -3 4,336 8 +27 [} 662 157 105 157
Ketaloesesaercraanasoassans 5 il + 4 849 + 7 2,187 [ e e c ! e el o
Paper and Its Products.... 4 -8 + 4 498 + 1 2,134 ¢ ¢ ¢ c - c ¢’ ¢
Tobascco and Its Products.. 17 + R -8 1,878 + 2 6,262 7 +37 +.3 330 4 80 | 83 : 7L
Leather and Shoe Findings...ceeeeccsvanincnds 4 + 9 -10 93 +11 466 c c [ < ;I c c c

. S : d . L B '

& These stock-sales ratics are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by sales for- an identical group of firms,

b Number does not apply in all cases to the yser<to-date figures.

¢ Insufficient data to show separately.

d Less than 0.5 percent,

States Comprising Geographic Divisions
New England ~ (Conn., Maine, Mass., M. H., R. I., Vt. South Atlantie - .
Middle Atlamtic ~ (N. J., N. Y., Pa. ! » Ve aa;‘t"sﬁuiﬁ“éﬁt,af’fl(hﬁ‘ c,}' Fl;i' Ga'@ ., N. €., 5. C., Va., W Va.)
., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
East North Central - (Il1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) West South Central - (Ark,, La., Okla., Tex.) .
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans,, Minn,, Mo., Nebr., ountain - (Ariz,, Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev,, N. Mex,, Utah, Wyo.)}
N. Dak,, S, Dak.} Pacific - (Calif,, Oreg., Wash,)
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For release - June 30, 1944
o DEP_ARTMENT OoF COMMERCE

Cooperating with the BUREAU OF THE CENSUS - ' Current
National Association : ; : Statistical
of Credit Men ‘ WASHINGTON : Service

WHOLESALERS! SALES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS
MAY 1944

Sales of wholesalers > &8 reported for 2,808 establishments > were 10 percent higher -
in May 1944 than in May 1943, according to an announcement released today by J. C. Capt,
Director of the Census. May sales this year were 4 percent over the dollar volume recorded
for the preceding month » and for the year to date (5 months) sales were 5 percent higher
than for the corresponding period of 1943,

Of the 35 +trades shown separately in this report, only 5 showed sales decreases
for May 1944 compared with May 1943--plumbing and heating supplies (3%) s electrical goods
(5%), meats and meat products (6%), furniture and house furnishings (11%), and surgical ,
medical, and hospital equipment and supplies (17%). Wholesalers of jewelry, dairy and poui-
try products, and industrial supplies (hardware) reported virtually no change in dollar vol-

salers of clothing and furnishings, except shoes, gained 27 percent; automotive supplies s
26 percent; shoes and other footwear and voluntary-group wholesalers of groceries and foods,
each 21 percent; full-line wholesalers of groceries and foods, 19 percent; paper and its
products, 14 percent; and tobacco and its pbroducts, 13 percent.,

Inventories, in terms of dollars based on cost values, at the close of May 1944
were 12 percent higher +than those of May 1943. The dollar value of wholesalers' stocks at
the close of May 1944 was approximately the same as that recorded for April 30, 1944. Stocks
of specialty lines of groceries and foods Wwere up 38 percent, May 1944 vs. May 1943; metals R
31 percent; coal, 19 percent; and dry goods, 10 percent. Decreased stocks were noted by
wholesalers of jewelry (4%), chemicals (5%), farm supplies (9%), and beer (16%).

: The stock-sales ratio for 1,718 wholesalers was 121 at the end of May 1944 and
alsc at the end of May 1943 but was 128 for April 1944. Wholesalers of confectionery, with
a 12 percent gain in sales and 11 percent larger inventories, showed a stock-sales ratio of
73 this May compared with 74 last May. Sales were up 5 percent for wholesalers of paints and
varnishes, and inventories were almost unchanged,reflected in a stock-sales ratio of 118 for
May 1944 as against 133 for May 1943. Wholesalers of lumber and building materials noted g
slight (3%) rise in sales and a 4 percent gain in inventories—a stock-sales ratio of 126
for this May compared with 118 a yoar ago,  For May 1944, wholesalers of general hardware
reported sales up 8 percent and inventories up slightly (3%), resulting in a stock-sales
ratio of 167 as against 177 in May 1943. Of the 34 trades for which stock-sales ratios are
shown, 12 showed increases for May 1944 compared with May 1943. ‘

Collections on accounts receivable were 15 percent higher for May 1944 than for May
1943, and 5 percent over those of April 1944. The collection percentage for May 194, was
125; for May 1943, 109; dnd for April 1944, 119, Accounts receivable were 7 percent less on
May 1, 1944 than on May 1, 1943;and at the beginning of this May compared with April 1, 1944,
a slight (2%) decrease was noted. '

This monthly study is econducted Jointly by the National Association of Credit Men
and the Bureau of the Census, Detailed figures are presented in the following tables in
summary for the United States and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing individual
operations, by geographic divisions, , ' T
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

2 od8d

WASHINGTON
WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES
MAY 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE LNVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) -STOCK-SALES RATIOSa
| Number of Percent change . Number of Percent change
KIND OF BUSINESS tioms o 5 Moy Peroant e Tirms T a1,
repo{ti%g zslSM mzsl “ 1944 from § 1044 reporting lla;::sl‘B zs 1944 May | May | Apr.
sales 3 3 stooks 3 S 1944 | 1943 | 1944
May 1943 | Apr.1944 . 9 Apr.1944
v pr (aad 000) |™=* % | (aga 000) Moy 1943 | Apr 1944 | (a34 000)

UNITED STATES 2,808 +10 + 4 $326,261 +5 $1,716,443 1,718 +12 ¢ $235,804 121 | 121 | 128

Automotive SupplieBSasessesissssveerrosreassossacares 211 +26 +5 8,717 +R2 32,348 e +10 e 5,078 151 1856 158
Chemicals {industrial)eececoescoocens .o ves 18 + 7 +3 851 +2 7,977 8 -5 +1 7T 8l 91 83
Paints and VarnishesS.esvesasecsccsconosccnce vos 60 +5 -8 5,918 + 8 26,627 16 +1 c 1,154 118 133 ‘150
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeSessserssensnas 40 +27 +5 4,033 +17 15,804 19 +10 +13 883 97 91 84
Shoes and Other FoOUWeAI'sasesessssossceces cenae 24 . +21 -4 15,486 -l 80,346 14 -8 +12 3,808 57 % 47
CO0BLuaseoresairaasnsosnssavessssngossansocesonserces 13 +5 +11 2,129 + 2 14,826 ] +19 +21 1,222 156 175 168l
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) eeeo veeesane 138 +12 +7 26,615 + 7 138,104 105 + 8 -1 35,234 7o 177 183
Dry GoodS,scssssoovanvesonsacsnconcs 94 +10 + 8 18,654 + 2 93,266 48 +10 + 2 16,816 140 141 148
Electrical GoodS.cesensersenssasssacee 08 -5 -4 23,578 -5 124,907 268 + 2 +3 13,795 M 7L 73
Dairy and Poultry ProductS.seeccececee 27 +1 +15 2,241 + 1 17,731 13 +14 +3 158 24 | B 29
Fresh Fruits and Vegetsbles....we-ecvs 100 +3 #19 7,770 e 31,081 86 +9 -3 628 1s 12 16
Farm SupplieSesecsssvescevssnssscscssons 19 +15 +16 3,282 +6 19,268 12 -9 «12 1,610 102 120 124
Furniture and House FurnishingSsecseccessercecsncses 50 «11 + 2 4,728 R ¥ 24,988 25 +16 -4 3,274 )8 77 99
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSueee. 664 +18 +9 75,678 +12 403,578 405 +14 -2 63,636 132 137 149
Full-line wholesalersS.seosiessessocsovenes 384 +19 +10 44,092 +12 192,838 247 +12 -3 42,779 132 139 149
Voluritary—group wholesalerS.ceseesssscccses 124 +2, +12 20,512 +12 120,273 84 +14 -3 14,183 143 151 169
Retailer perative war vensesnosuvasrseues 20 + 9 -5 4,272 + 8 23,656 13 +17 -2 3,421 114 120 129
SpeciBlty LiNeSecsssseesssessnsasasassonnse 126 +13 +3 6,802 +13 66,813 61 +38 + 2 3,283 ar ! ez | 13
Confectionery..eacasssese .a PN 56 +12 + 5 1,268 +10 8,320 -] +11 - 655 7 74 ki
Meats 2nd Meat ProductSecessssseess sescscsiessene 76 -6 -5 32,450 [ 162,741 47 +8 -9 5,528 80 55 a8
BEEI'seosessossrsssovssasossansnnoscoonse 55 + 5 +13 1,789 + 8 9,078 31 ~16 c 212 17 23 20
Wines and'Liquors.................'..... 22 +26 -l 2,805 +3 31,838, 14 + 1 +11 1,396 98 120 82
Liquor Depertment of Other TradesCeesersseccicaseess 34 +885 +16 9,948 +22 43,068 33 +142 +5 16,857 170 130 188
Total Hardware GroUD..esesasssscsesiavesronrocsesaes 299 +5 -2 37,273 [} 199,835 185 +3 39,440 163 186 156
General hardwer@...eees 139 + 8 -5 24,395 + 4 127,172 9 +3 [ 28,698 167 17 158
Industrisl supplies.eesseccave 80 -1 +5 9,608 - -4 49,331 56 + 5 + 1 9,054 147 135 153
Plunbing and heating supplieScescs. 70 -3 © 3,270 -7 23,132 37 +6 e 1,690 184 | 183 | 183
JEWELETannessrsrsnsaesesnnsasasarorosannasasssssaaes 30 +1 -9 | 1,726 +5 8,286 EhY -4 -1 1,08 | 10| 17 | 168
Optical GO0USseeacancrsanssaasnverseces veasrenvenne 16 +2 +10 269 +12 1,337 8 -5 + 4 145 18 158 143
Lumber and Building MaterialSsceeeescascssoecoveosce 63 +3 +11 4,530 +3 23,196 35 + 4 -3 2,838 126 118 150
Machinery,Equipmént ,and Supplies ,except Electrical.. 55 + 2 -2 2,547 + 3 15,192 41 +5 +3 2,974 182 184 153
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.. 21 =17 -9 954 +12 5,471 14 -1 -1 936 121 94 | 109
MOLBLSsasescarsncosasssnsesnnnsesonssasncssossssvons 23 +13 +5 | 3,565 +11 23,671 13 +31 ~ 1 3,869 166 143 173
Paper and Its ProductSiesesseracesvseccessarnnsonsos, 87 +14 +10 74320 +10 38,903 40 10 + 2 3,572 108 138 110
] +25 +17 304 +5 2,622 £ £ £ £ 4 4

Tobageo and Its Products.ceeses senssseantnse 164 +13 +12 21,086 + 7 99,761 79 -8 + 2 5,842 49 60 54
Legther and Shoe Findingsc.eseecarcesassovonsonncons 20 + 7 + 7. 464 -3 2,042 9 +8 ] 273 153 163 169
1A5CEl1ANEOUS. as sarsssrsssnvasasanescsiotsnsusneces 1 + 4 *2 2,485 +11 12,440 12 +11 +1 2,189 213 216 227

& These stock sales ratios are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by sales for en identicdl group of firmm.
b Number does not apply in all cases to the year-to-date figures.
i Less than 0.5 percent. .
e Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups. .
£ Chiefly of the wholesale drug trade.

Insufficient data to show separately.
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WHOLESALERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

HAY 1944
COLLECTION PERCENTAGESa ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
Number
KIND OF BUSINESS of firms Z2roet Shange As of
. reporting May May April May 1944 May 1944 May 1,
1944 1943 1944 vs. Ve, 1944
v May 1943 Apr.1984 (Add 000}
UNITED STATES 2,265 125 109 119 - -2 $216, 261
Automotive SUPDLiES.esesvesccsverernonassvesassnnnssssssssnssncons 161 96 89 93 +5 -1 4,209
Chemicals (ANAUSETial)seeesesssesnsrocssansnssinnnsosemerosnsoense 13 101 85 98 -2 + 5 592
Paints and VarnisheS..ceeeeesssseossssccsnsssnccasesnassrsassacens 26 85 81 81 10 + 3 1,067
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShO8B.eessececscssovessacscsseconcs 36 93 89 86 +20 + 3 4,487
Shoes and Other Footwear,.seescvescecnssessccncssssenstscsricanson 21 91 76 85 -11 -2 8,025
C0Bliseseroscscsrnansnonersssssssosrorssossossvssrssisesiosnnsoess 13- 120 101 109 -6 -1l 1,767
Drugs end Sundries (liquor excluded).iecessiesnsesconsanasssssases 127 108 86 - 99 -5 -9 21,803
DEY GOOUScesnservessacssssecnseosossosssassassossssnssasssssonases 82 8l 0 73 -8 -2 20,841
Electrical Go0US.esscscccescoscacrsasscassnrscsnssossosncnnssssses 281 96 - 94 ~24 -6 25,163 -
Dairy and Poultry ProductSc.sscescessscerescconsscorssassvossrvsse 18 211 | 206 182 -2 b 780
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS..scsvssseesevanseassssrsveasnoscsianons 83 . le9 183 . 179 -12 - +.6 2,742
Farm SUPPLieSccesesscsscccecssssonossssassrssosasasssnssnsesavonss s 14 191 174 152 + 2 -8 1,145
Furniture and House Furnishings..ceccesssessosssoscessssavsscacenn 4R s o8 80 - 90 -l -5 4,455
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS..cecsececscecssssossssas 501 168 146 1154 + 2 - @ 35,0668 N
Full-line wholesalers®..eeecesivessscnssriosnsnsssnossnsnnsasnss B 18l 140 147 +3 -2 20,440
Voluntary-group wholesalers...csvececscsesecssrsccnsasacssaseosie ] 98 174 © 151 165 b b 9,140
17 . 252 225 - 210 +17 -8 1,802
97 144 130 T 189 b -1 3,684
30 151 © 133 136 -3 -7 444
Meats and Meat Products....................._..............u....-.. .10 210 . 225 - © 244 +8 b 15,160
BEEIauasuerssarenrirencanesssrasnnonnsssinssrsasssavnsassasnasssn 21 oo 189 40 - 179 -8 +18 318
Wines and I.iquors................ ..........-..,..-......u.... . 15 - 248 212 239 4 -1 [ (0]
Liquor Department of Other Trades ....veeceessss A T P X ELIYES tore B 179 " 143 170 - 411 32 5,291 .
Total Hardware Group....................................-......... 73 '99° 89 95 . C~12 -2 33,514
"General hardwBI€..ecocessssssssssesoscsanse cesensevarecnans 128 - 102 93 28 -8 -1 21,617
Industrial SUPPlieS..eesessscrecesseassscovsansasonnnstos ; 80 - 99’ 88 94 - -18 -5 8,269
Plumbing and heating supplies................................... 65 84 78 83 «20- M -] 3,628
Jewelry...........................’................................ 23 75 - 67 - + 8 +3 1,772
sebsscerersvecenss 13 N ‘84 .83 | - 87 + 1 -4 ©ae
‘Lumber and Building l(abenals..................................... : 57 . ’ 107 100 T 87 =11 -3 5,740
‘Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies, except Electrical...,esseviess 48 107 85 93 -8 ~14 2,034
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment and SupplieS..seescsocss R0 “65. - 66 62 +31 “9 1,837
MebalSeoassossssnoresravsssarsssasesancussssascsssseasnasecnnsatans 2 ;56 128 32 -5 -8 2,535
Paper and Its ProductSeesssscssesenscossusesscocnscsoresrensasanas 75, 96 86 95 -5 -4 6,409
PetrOlount. covvareocacsccocoraonaersssssocrsnssassscsssnssocasesson 4 107 o7 113 -36 -3 75
Tobacco and Its ProductS.csserecsssescrscsevscsnoncesacsssnacnsnss 118 184 163 181 -8 + 2 8,166
Leather and Shoe FindingS..eeeessosssinsseassscssoasrcossscasososen 16 102 - 94 ~11. -1 370
13 v 98 87 94 + 4 + 2 1,869

MiscellaneouS eeesssecavacnsorssssssrsasnesoscsssessssanesscessrnns

& Collection pef-cehtages are ‘obtained by dividing the collections by accounts receivable for an identical group of firms,

Less than 0.5 percent.
€. Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
Chiefly of the wholesale drug trade,

E-x2753

¢ ofuyg



WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

MAY 1844
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-T0~DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK~SALES RATIOSS'
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Yumber of Percent change Percent -|  Five Number of Percent change Moy 51
firms E Yay change months - firms 1944 | May 1944 ' Apr.
KIND OF. BUSINESS reportisg Yoy 1944 | lay 1944 | 19 from s loga | voporting Yoy 1 oy e | 8% |0
sales . mos, 1943 stocks | Moy 1043 | Apr.1944
. Yoy 1943 | Apr.1984 | 454 000) {444 000) v e {Add 000)
E‘ew&glsnd............................. 195 10 11 §17,785 _.c $85.573 129 +18 -1 $12,128 125 1z | 138
Automotive Supplies..eceies 5 +1% +7 120 -6 414 [-1 d d [} d d d
Chomicals (Industrial)ec.esecsriosesaes P ¥9 -5 207 +5 2,140 d 4 d d d d d-
Drugs and Sundries (Xiquor excluded).. y 13 +12 +13 1,778 +3 8,838 11 + 2 -7 -2,400 . 164 177 198
DIy Go0USeecscsesssassscessssoncrsnsssscnsevssances - 6 +10 +18 £01 -l 924 5 =22 -1 130 88 94 77
Flectrical G000S.esessasssestsssnsnsranracsose 31 =14 c 1,737 -10 9,205 f. 28 -6 -2 1,001 59 54 0
Fresh Frults and VegstablesS.eescsearses . 13 +19 *37 1,123 +1 2,995 8 +29 +48 3 7 8 8
Furniture and House Furnlshings..eesvsceses + 5 =13 +11 283 -8 1,345 d d d d d d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.. 8 +13 +8 3,135 + 7 14,052 14 +8 -5 1,520 132 138 152
Meats and Meat ProductsS.iseesccscocscnessscnne 6 +19 +18 2,828 -8 13,176 d d d d d d d
7 +27 -3 428 +17 1,187 4 +23 -3 711 36 287 241
10 -6 +11 705 «12 3,593 8 [ -2 1,155 193 173 216
Plumbing and Heating Supplice... 9 +35 . +20 101 + 4 408 s -8 -3 168 271 '; 381 | 360
Optical GoodSesevestvossnvasens 4 +2 +24 42 + 2 175 d d d d d: d [
MetalSeeeesosvovavesases 5 -7 -5 ‘265 «15 1,165 d d 4 d d d d
Paper and Its Products..... coiese 8 +15 +16 353 +9 1,685 5 -1 + 8 (178 99 103 )3
Tobacco and IE8 PrOGUCtSeesessessiecesosossancsoons 11 +11 +17 2,239 +3 10,133 d d d - -} di -
Middle AtlantiCeseeseevesncns 589 + 7 8 71,20 +5 357,384 317 +12 &1 35,908 lo:] 107 : 17
Automotive Supplies...ee. caves 26 +30 +10 470 +29 2,491' 18 +11 + 1 839 212 242 | 228
Paints and VarnisheS..seceeveccncsocevsee 8 +16 +31 113 +5 337 d d d d 4 | d
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS.eess. 12 +35 +4 2,848 +22 11,080 d d d q d! da! d
Shoes and Other Footwsar.iecsceascssvssce 5 +21 +16 354 - 2,969 d d d d d : di d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) vseee 24 +14- +13 5,842 + 4 26,848 18 + 5 -2 5,454 149 | 181 | 170
Dry GoodS.essseasne sseserrecersonvine 35 +9 +7 4,721 w5 24,140 18 +3 c 2,421 134 | 156 | 146
Electrical GoodSeessescenesasnne 88 -8 -13 8,663 -3 31,858 §7 -3 + 1 2,083 78 84 | 72
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables..... 18 +11 +31 933 -2 3,647 8 +36 +18 132 19 15, 2
Furniture and House Furnishings.sceescseccicecocsce 14 «19 -9 834 ~-l3 4,450 8 w28 -+ 130 22 .32 : 40
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Productf.eeecsvecse 80 +25 +10 12,518 +13 60,367 40 +22 -4 6,413 136 133 ;| 156
ConfectionorIyeeceesssceasssesvosasscsascscinnncsses 5 +14 +11 72 +15 259 d d 4 d dj d
Meats and Meat Products 21 =18 +6 10,908 -1 38,343 18 +10 -4 1,363 61 53 ; 68
BEBr.csessssvcrcascrene 11 +10 +18 338 +17 1,488 5 -13 + 5 20 9 12 1
General Hordware...eees 31 +3 +4 3,118 + 2 16,034 8 +12 +1 4071 188 174 | 1¢¢
Industrial Supplies.c.cevesecscessvss 28 -12 -1 2,185 -12 12,961 18 + 1 + 1 1,675 110 90 | 110
Plumbing and Heating Supplies.cessees 20 + 7 + 1 470 + 1 8,360 9 +1 +2 431 153 166 | 151
JEWELT Y e eaaosiasvassasssessnarses 7 +23 ¢ 545 +10 1,930 4 23 [ 627 13% 215 | 130
‘Optical GOOdBiesseescresrsassasovnase 8 -7 +2 126 7 899 d d d d d; d! d
Lumber and Building uat,edals...................... 14, +13 +13 583 w0 3,440 ? -2 . -1 337 120 + 148 © 133
Machinery,Eqpt. ,and Supplies, except Electrical.... 4 + 4 415 106 +14 1,001 4 (] e 238 205 | 233 . 258
MOLELS.seaeraroivateiocanssannanransast : 4 . e +1 1,287 +13 11,158 d d d d d; a4 d
Paper and Its ProductsSeeecesse 26 +16 +12 2,232 +12 13,888 13 «19 + 1 900 7 104 T
- 48 414 +13 7,617 +9 34,023 27 -22 +11 2,848 a7 ;8
554 +8 +5 57,190 +5 290,506 358 +8 = 487 4 18°
47 +57 v 7 1,809 Py 7,791 34 + 6 721' 1,703 % T %gs'g
8 +17 +15 457 + 7 1,898 4 +13 -4 247 82 85 98
8 -9 + 6 233 -12 974 5 +11 -l 102 o1 . 118 ° 120
. 4 -3 24 922 + 6 4,740 ' d d d i qd. d; d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded). 25 + 9 + 2 4,550 +7 25,293 12 + S + 3 5,840 i 1s7 189 | 162
Seeeesseesnsceesvesssanssrasseosvasssscarss . 9 +5 + 7. 1,281 + 2 6,481 5 + 4 -7 1,129 a7 97 ! 110
64 +3 -1 4,362 + 4 26,956 52 -1 +5 2,889 "
Dairy and Poultry Products..... 12 +3 +21 837 -3 3,003 7 +3 -4 98 22 22 1 30
Furniture end House FUrmishings..ssseereeeeeses 8 -2 -2 435 =17 2,262 5 =39 <11 248 82 : 11z 88
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products..seseeceee 121 +20 +9 15,714 +14 76,985 84 +15 =3 16,113 241 ° 148 . 189
canfectionery...................................... 11 +5 +5 249 +10 853 5 +15 +1 68 59 52 B4
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WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

e

HAY 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO~DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOS?
|
GEOGMX!‘!‘% DIVISION Number of Percent change Percent i Five Number of Percent change May 51, ]
firms : May change months firms
KIND OF BUSINESS reportizg May 1944 | May 1944 1944 — Es ot reporting | M2y 1944 | May 1944 1842 May | May | Apr.
sales? v, vs. !“ ) stocks s, vSe 1044 | 1943 | 1944
May 1943 | Apr.1944 {Ada 000) mps. 1943 (Add 000) Msy 1943 | Apr.1944 (Add 000)
East North Central (continued)
Meats and Meat ProductS.eeessscnsecescancssaniorsne 18 -12 -5 $5,493 -5 $29,328 13 -7 -10 $2,084 49 - 45 50
.. 13 +12 *17 495 +11 2,708 9 -8 -4 94 23 27 27
8 +29 +20 708 13 5,192 5 -l +29 247 70 108 80
18 +9 + 5 4,192 + 1 19,216 14 - B -4 5,762 147 169 160
Industrial SupplieS.eesssesscscrscacsss ssveasren 15 -13 -1 . 1,198 - 4 6,576 9 + 9 [ 447 106 104 109
Plumbing and Heating Suppli€S.secsesososceesensnose 19 + 4 ¢ 562 [ 3,230 1 + 4 +1 .57 209 206 213
JeWe LTV evsvessrererucrnosrencsasrassanes sseve ey 10 =16 «10 481 . -1 1,934 d d d d d d! d
Lumber and Building MaterialS.c.esessss 11 +17 +16 850 +5 3,118 B8 =16 -'h 311 98 125 ' 117
_ Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical.... 10 ~13 -21 388 + 2 3,185 8 -14 -5 526 141 142 117
Surgical,Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.. ] ~29 -14 827 + 8 3,126 ] [ -1 619 . 103 - 7%, 89
MetalSueonssoossnsunosstnessracssessennsssssocsenns 7 +10 +10 776 + 9 6,184 4 + 7 -3 785 | 209 225 231
Paper and Its ProductS.sssecececsscveevssnsssenssce 24 +19. +10 2,915 +15 13,685 10 -1 + 1 1,001 % 93 134 ., 93
Tobacco and Its ProductS..eseeersccssssenascevenses 37 +10 +10 4,853 + 7 21,517 14 -5 - § * 689 38 43 ' 44
West North Comtraleeeeessssscessssinsesessessveivseses 287 +i5 +3 35,163 +6 189,868 188 215 +3 40,352 138 141 137
Automotive Supplies..eeseessvsssorssscrsvesconnsnns 25 +31 + 5 1,047 +22 4,565 11 +18 +1 280 161 | 147 ¢ 180
Shoes and Other Foobwear.ceeessscevasonseessssssens 4 +186 -6 G 831 + 6 4,811 d d d d d ' d: . d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor .excluded)sssssscsscesess 15 +8"° + 4 2,820 + 6 16,182 13 +6 -2 4,261 179 . 180 181
Dry GoodS.ssesescssasssonvassnsonnsasesirssssansane 8. + 8 +9 6,500 + 5 32,007 £ +15 + 5 . 9,861 151 ' 142 157
Electrical GoodS..eevecvonsoss erevesresssavees 27 +33 -2 1,376 | 10 8,165 - 26 +9 + 9 1,121 82 ¢ 112 83 .
Fresh Frults and Vegetablessesseeserssvsccrsvursves) 8 +6 +11 ‘818 2 2,568 .4 -7 -9 74 20 R3
Furniture and House Furnishings..cccessvecaveceanes s ~15 + 2 1,231 «19 7,341 ] d .0 d d o d d: d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSesessscaca 76 +21 +19 9,832 *)0 47,085 * 58 - +11 +2 11,933 136 | 149 : 159
BEEressesorenseracinssasorsrsssancasvasinersesvians 8 +18 +18 315 +18 1, 1,204 E - -39 ~15 17 7. 14 10
General HBrdWal'Cessisseseosevssesones cessvensnne 14 +23 ~35 , 3,587 330 | ' 22,600 13 +10 +§ 6,089 178 | - 203 i 109
Industrial SuppliesS.eeseesepes erasrensean -8 +10 -4 ..378 -3 '} . 2,470 Ly d d -3 d; 4. d
Plumbing .and Heating Supplies. cedsevsaese e #11 - T+ 6 ElS + 3 4 T 2,288 - '8 +40 +5 252 1181 . 182 | 172
Lumber and Building MaterialS.erecsssssesssssncrass 9 +14 +6 340 -4 2,698 % +24 -5 201 135 139 | 159
Machinery,Eqpt,,and Supplies, except Electrical.... ? + 1 + 8 259 + 3 980 . B +28 +16 427 187 ; 131 155
Paper and Its ProductBeseececsocnssrsocescecsesvases 7 + 6 + 1 226 + 5 1,137 4 -5 +1 327 176 | 192 185
- Tobacco and Its ProductsSeeecsvssscsscicssivensennoe 19 + 7 +8 1,034 + 4 4,946 . + 7 [ 381 89 | 72 74
South ALLANELC.eeresanennnsnssssesvnassnnssnststanan 204 A2 +8 82,202 + 4 160,938 284 +16 e 21,609 L1, 1o ! e
AULOMOtIVE. SUDDLIO8ccu osvvsesecorssrorssssosrsssave 23 7 =7 702 ] 3,564 2 P 1 434 | 180 . 182 161
Paints and Varnishése.eisessserstsiesascsoiisranses 4 + 6 36 25 -12 1,024 4 ~10 -4 188 | 84 99 118
Clothing snd Furnishings, except SHOES.eeeeessesses 7 +13 +13 395 +18 1,175 4 -4 +21 265 | 98 i 104 . 88
Drugs and Sundries {liquor excluded)eessssecesscecs 24 +13. + 7 2,805 +8 13,765 15 +12 -1 5,111 | 184 188 186
Dry GoodSeesvonevs Py R T T S R Y 10 +17 +14 1,804 + 8 8,114 [ -7 - 5 1,179 3 - 133 170 154
Electrical GooGS.sessssssssscassossivs wescssaeeos 42 -8 + 5 3,088 -12 17,088 39 -7 -3 1,942 | 83 87 88.
Fresh Frults and Vegetablesiicvoveses 23 + 68 +21 2,285 + R 7,217 11 +20 +16 133 ) 11 10 - 12
Furniture and House FurnishingS.esssecscesssesvanree 6 T=19 +16 312 -1 1,353 d d d 4 d’ d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products... 119 +19 +10 8,655 +13 41,776 54 +17 -4 4,574 L 100 110 © 125
Confectionery.cseesse : 21 +12 +3 548 +12 2,494 14 15 -4 269 55 13 60
Beeruesesessencoes [ =11 +3 195 +7 1,647 d - d d Cood [ d " d
General Hardwart..eciesesisconeasnssosasvsressensonss 23 +12 + 1 . 1,848 +10 10,460 15 +8 -2 1,665 138 147 148
Industrial SupplieSisescsecsvsovecesessostsosvessos 12 +13 + 8 793 -1 4,510 8 +10 -1 677 113 128 131
JEWEIT Yy e esasenacsssacroserssassassstavscsanssncns 4 +15 +18 232 + 6 795 d d a@ d b d- d 4
Lumber and Building MaterialS.ccssseacereavessasisve 8 =2 +17 742 -2 2,334 d . d d d 4 d d d
‘Machinery,Eqpt., and Supplies,except Electrical,... 9 -2 + 2 460 + 2 ‘1,801 5 + 9 +1 279 | 184 187 . 209
Paper and Its ProductSeesssceacersacsssscsoinsosssos 11 + 8 + 7 669 c 3,376 4 -1% + 3 360 § 182 160 133
Tobaceo and Its Productsseecacessrscecacivivnnsncns 18 +17 +12 1,992 + 5 11,8980 12 L o+22 =13 682 ¢ 4 a9 54 ;é’
— e - M o
Byagrs (Continued on next page) o



WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
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MAY 1844
. 1 SALES—CURRENT MONTH o SALES-—-YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY-——END-~OF-MONTH (At Cost) i STOCK-SALES R&\TIC)Sa

: T | - T T i T

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of Percent change | s Percent -  Five Number of Percent. change | _— I . '
firms ! May 1 ¥ change | . months firas : cad | y 3, .

KIND OF BUSINESS . rep o;t nE Mayv:.?M Mn‘;:s 1944 1044 fron § Mleas rep:rtki.ng MazleM i Hazsl-M ! 1044 ‘ 11-5;%4 ! iigis ; igz;

sale : 3 stocks o 3 !

May 1843 | Apr.1944 {Add 000) mos, 1943 (Add 060) May 1943 i Apr,1944 | (ada o00) | : I

1 {

.East South Central... 188 14 x3 $14,638 11 §73,264 88 +5 =3 l 0,05. u us | 124 | 122
Automotive Supplies. . . 7 +31 -7 213 ¥30 1,315 5 236 2 | 21 Nz . 107 ' o7
Drugs and Sundries {liquor excluded)... . 12 P 418 +12 2,111 + 9 10,586 i 4 d | d d | 4 d d
Dry GOOGS.eessessssssasasasssnosnaassar evhsenie 2 H +29 +17 1,495 +10 7,400 d d d 4 » [} d. d

-+ "Ele¢tTical ‘Go0dSscesescssonae evasserrse 14 j +19 =27 553 +13 2,613 10 +19 ) +8 : 349 {i 3 7 47

' Fresh Fruits and VegetableB.cueesrscacssoisavoosnee 10 { +15 ! +10 506 *7 2,012 5 +17 -6 ¢ 9 ) 14 15 17
Croceries and Foods, except Farm Products.eieievsse 39 ! +15 ; 7 2,887 +16 15,807 19 +20 -3 : 1,761 £ 115 129
Confectionery.aesssessssssaisivsciosassasesvarisnis 8 i +17 i +12 ?le +10 642 d d a4 a d d 4
Meats and Mest Products.... 4 ! +17 +3 926 +11 4,651 a d 4 d ' 4 a d
. Gensral Hardwareeeseceecsss S -8 2,042 + 9 10,972 & i + 8 + 1 . 1,457 - 126 117 114
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, excep -] +10 +3 288 +18 | 970 . 5 ( ¢ ¢ 287 107 116 110
Tobacco and Its ProductSicesesressacsssancaroecaver 4 + 5 +11 637 | +3 ! 3,805 4 d . d d d d a d

i ; ' .

West SoUth CEnbIBlieseserssssensosesossossnavssssnros 248 +14 +8 2,088 | 8  I13dasl 177 e b o=z 25,430 % 138 141 188
Automotive Supplies....e.ss 16 +15 +15 697 +18 2,985 13 +29 -1 ' 660 1 124 109 144
Drugs- and Sundries {1iquor excluded) 14 +15 .+ B 2,317 +10 14,905 10 ! +11 ; -1 3,400 188 163 202
Dry GoodS.seescacicsoctsvnocovreran . 6 + 8 +15 781 =1 4,320 % 5 { +13 . + & ! 643 | 134 137 139
Tlectrical GoodS.cesivessconssscacsvernne B 24 c -3 1,225 -8 6,100 21 i +31 i *14 i 03 5{ 78 .58 86
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products . 118 +14 +5 1,231 + 9 §9,130 87 i +7 -4 11,187 :. 125 133 138
General HardwarCeseacvasvssaicstsnvaceranie . 17 + 4 + 1 2,801 + 2. 13,879 e «5 ! + 2 i 2,467 i 1M 167 162
Industrisl SUPPlieS..eveeecsossnsonsesvosaeriesaess 5 +13 +12 1,879 +12 8,709 d d dy a i d d 4
Surgleal, Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies. 5. +42 +15 105 +29 837 d d | 4 d d d d
Pobacco and Its ProductSceseesssscvisranconsconsens 9 +16 +14 1,124 +11 ! 4,585 d 4 d d i d d d

. ’ I H
us 410 1 9985 | 3 | anld i 85 s5 . =3 1,008 § M8 14 le2
" +33 +10 541 e 2,158 [ 13 D T a7 | 179 226 188
14 ~2% 1)L 531 -12 . 2,942 1 * 7 i +1 452 4 107 7n 92
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.ceceessee 34 +24 +12 2,869 +12 . 12,411 | 7 +12 -3 3,421 1 143 159 163
Meats and Meat ProductS..cecessssvecscrasascenceans 4 +15 +26 847 e 4,610 a ! [- d d d d a
4 *27 +11 647 +10 3,168 15 d d ! 4 d . ¢ 4 d
4 «1§ +13 867 12 3,963 4 -5 -4 937 108 86 127
4 +26 +11 102 -1 944 | 4 ! [- 3 a 4 d d q
' 1 4 ; i !
284 21 5 38,407 +4 | gses0 . 1l I 47 . =% 33,795 ; 132 12 M5
Automotive SUpPlieS.esesecareccacesas 44 +33 + 2 1,318 +31 . 7,065 { 13 . +ld + 2 549 - 137 163 144
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes. 6 +6 *10 187 + 1 1 824 a d.te d a d 4 [}
Shoes ‘and Other Footwear..eeeesssases S +14 +35 275 L -9 ' 1,102 4 i +13 +1 318 146 153 188
Dry GO0dS,esenvesroasrs 10 +1 -2 1,363 -5 | 7,070 | d 4 d d d d
Electrical G00dSeseessssss 24 -12 +8 4,023 | -l 19,869 . 28 +8 | +a 3,075 7% 63 79
Fresh Fruits snd VegetsbleéS.esesesses 8 =14 + 1 1,132 -2 h 6,708 | H ! -is ! =36 8?7 8 8 13
Furniture and House Furnishings...sececescacss 8 + 6 7 1,386 ~5 ! i 5 | +30 i “ S 1,265 | 97 70 110
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products..... 39 +11 c 7,856 12 ' R2 22 -3 | 6,744 i 130 125 143
Meats and Meat Products Seves 5- | +25 +12 1,071 | +12 ! d 4 ! d ! d ! -3 d d
BEETausssnrsorsaoeces 8 -4+l 268 -8 d d d ! d d d d
General Hardware... seen 14 } + 2 i +9 5,730 -1 9 -1l - 7,007 181 188 204
Industrial SupplieS.cessessasccsvas [} -2 i +1 1,951 7 -9 d [} d d -’ d d d
Plurbing amd Heating Supplies.. 5 | =13 i -5 1,352 ~16 d -3 d d - d 4 d
Lumber and Building Materials. n | +20 ! +8 1,012 ' + 2 8 +14 - ' 213 892 83 116
Paper and Its ProductS...... PR 4 -5 1 -6 435 i c ! d d d d d d d
Tobacco and Its Products vavses 14 +20 i + 8 1,488 1 + 8 7 H +29 + 5 208 56 45 80
Leather and Shoe Findings. wew 4 423 ! -1 92 + 8 ) d 1 d d d d 4 d
1 ISR DO S : i —

8 These stock ratios are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by sales for an identical group of firms.

b Number does not apply in all cases to the year~to-date figures.

€ pess than 0.5 percent.

d Tpsufficient data to show separately.

States Comprising Geographic Divisions
New England — (Conn., laine, Mass., M. Hey Re L., V&) South Atlantic - (Del., D. C,, Fla., Ga., Md., NeCi, S. Coy Vai, Wo Va.)
Middle Atlantic « (N. Je, Ne Yo, Pa.) East South Cemtral - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.} .
East North Central - (Ill., Ind., .dch., Chio, Wisd) ‘dest. South Central - (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)
' West North Cemtral - (Iowa, Hans,, Minn., No., Nebr., . Mountain = (sriz., Colo., Ideho, Mont., Nev,, N Mex., Utah, Hyo.)

N. Dak., &, Dek.) Pacific - (Calif., Treg.; Wash,)
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WHOLESATERS!' SALES, INVENTORTES, AND CREDITS

JUNE 1944

Sales of wholesalers, as repofted by 2,816 establishments, were slightly (s3)
higher in June 1944 than in June 1943, according to an announcement released today hy
J» C. Capt, Director of the Census. June sales this year were aproximately the same as
sales for the preceding month this year, and for the year to date (6 months) sales were
5 percent ahead of those for the corresponding period of 1943,

Of the 35 trades shown separately in this report, 19 showed sales increases Pop
June 1944 compared with June 1943, Wholesalers of automotive supplies noted a gain of 23
percent; paints and varnishes,l§ Rercent; farm supplies and plumbing and heating supplies,
each 11 percentshoes and other footwear and confectionery, each 6 percent; paper and iis
broducts, 5 percent; and metals, 4 percent. Groceries and foods, exeept farm products,
showed an average increase of 8 percent,with specialty lines of these products gaining as
much as 15 percent and retailer~cooperative warehouses, 11 percent. The largest sales de.-
crease shown was registered fop Jewelry wholesalers——down 18 bercent.Dollar sales of meats
and meat products were off 11 percent; lumber building materials and machinery, equipment
and supplies, except electrical, each 8 percent; and electrical goods, and furniture and

Inventories, in terms of dollars based on cost values, at the close of June 1944
were 9 percent higher than those of June 1943, The dollar value of wholesalers!' stocks at
the close of June 1944 were slightly (2%) less than that recorded on May 30, 1944, Stocks
of specialty . lines of groceries and foods were up 38 percent, June 1944 Vs. June 1943;
wines and liquors, and dairy and poultry products, each 36 percent; coal, 18 percent; and
drugs and sundries, 15 percent. Decreased stocks were noted by wholesalers of paper and
its products (9%), tobacco and its products (10%), and optical goods (13%)., ‘

The stock-sales ratio for 1,638 wholesalers was 112 for June 1944, 104 for June
1243, and 115 for lay 1944.Wholesalers of confectionery, with a 6 percent gain in sales and
11 percent larger inventories,showed a stock~sales ratio of 82 this June asagainst 78 last
June.  Sales were up 15 percent for wholesalers of paints and varnishes, and inventories
were up 10 percent, reflected in a stock-sales ratio of 125 for June 1944 as against 127
for June 1943. Wholesalers of tobacco and its  products noted a slight (3%) rise in sales
and a 10 percent decrease in inventories--a stock-sales ratio of 5L for this June comparad
with 61 a year ago. For June 1944, wholesalers of general hardware reported a small (8%)
sales gain and inventories up 8 percent,resulting in a stock~sales ratio of 170 as against
162 in June 1943. Of the 34 trades for which stock-sales ratios are shown, 24 showed in-
creases for June 1944 compared with June 1943,

Collections on accounts receivable were 8 percent higher for June 1944 than for
June 1943, and slightly (2%) below those of May 1944, The collection percentage for June
1844 was 125; for June 1943, 118; and for May 1944, 127. Accounts receivable were 6 per.
cent less on June 1, 1944 than on June 1, 1943; and at the beginning of this June the
amount of outstandings was virtually the same as on May 1, 1944. :

This monthly study .is conducted Jointly by the National Association of Credit
len and the Bureau of the Census. Detailed figures are presented in the following tables
in summary for the United States and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing in-
dividual operations, by geographic divisions.
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WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES
JUNE 1944

SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE

SALES—CURRENT MONTH INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK—SALES RaTIOS
- Y £ Percent change - Percent change
KIND OF BUSINESS i R ol - Number of Jine 30,
reporting June 1944| June 1944 1944 fronm 6 1044 reporting June 1924 | June 1944 1944 June | June May
salesd vs. vs. m stocks vs. Vs, 1944 | 1943 | 1944
June 1943(May 1944 | {aaq ooy | 1945 | 444 000) June 1943 | May 1944 | (a44 000)

UNITED STATES 2,816 +3 c $330,836 + 5 - $2,109,861 1,638 +9 -2 $195,162 112 104 1s

Automotive Supplies..sevesersee sisesassasenire 206 +23 6 8,143 +23 40,424 136 + 9 c 5,269 138 159 153
Chemicels (industrial)e.ceeeecss N 17 -2 ¢ 1,089 #3 9,832 11 [ + 1 644 83 83 82
Paints and VarnisheS.ceeeeveseescarvioccs 80 +18 + 5 4,179 + 9 31,768 17 +10 + 5 1,349 125 127 118
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes.sess 33 - -5 2,003 +15 17,910 17 -3 -3 793 97 85 102
Shoes and Other FootWedlisseesovessccenssrt cens 8 + 6 11 17,940 (3 98,350 16 e -1 4,280 56 55 O
COal................................................ 10 + 2 -1 2,021 + 2 17,740 5 +18 +24 1,426 121 98 92
Drugs and Sundries (liguor excluded)seeeaeneessassse 145 +3 -1 27,387 + 6 167,801 49 +16 c 12,908 195 174 192
Dry Go0dS.eseasssnvesssssvesvssovercsss 20 -3 -4 16,392 + 1 110,638 41 + 8 -l 13,154 147 129 134
Elecbrical GoodS.seesnssssovscsossaoses 302 -7 c 21,725 -5 150,418 257 +3 -2 13,723 73 65 74
pairy and Poultry ProductBeeessasesvancans 34 -3 + 5 3,774 ¢ 21,924 16 +36 +6 400 R7 21 31
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables... 95 -6 + 2 8,814 -1 40,581 49 +4 -9 641 15 13 17
Farm SUPPlieSseeresssessessnssccnaonses 20 +11 «11’ 3,946 + 7 23,332 9 -9 [ 1,396 111 123 106
Furniture and House FurnishingsSeseeesseesvensanseves 49 -7 -3 3,608 -12 30,673 22 -10 -9 1,137 92 90 99
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.ceaveecece 664 + 8 + 1 77,178 +11 498,841 422 +12 -6 87,034 127 125 138
Full-line wholesalers®eesecacoveeversnse 370 +8 e 38,633 +11 236,649 237 +10 -6 35,670 128 | 126 | 138
Voluntary=group wholesalerssesseeseseasves . 144 +86 + 4 24,873 +11 151,126 99 +12 -7 23,899 143 138 161
Retailer-cooperative WaArehouBBS e ssvacosesssvaosss 19 +11 -3 4,689 +10 28,530 13 +15 - -3 3,056 110 108 116
Specialty lineSeeceseecavoneres ieeesvasavosvens 13L +15 -1 8,880 +14 82,536 73 +38 -1 4,409 82 74 80
Confectioneryeesesessesuese P AL 8L + 6 -7 31,310 +10 7,768 3L +11 -6 728 82 78 83
Meats and Meat ProductS.esesese. veveesssarEenie 77 ~11 -9 30,325 -2 194,613 51 +28 -4 , 7,026 84 46 [:38
BOOrwenesseasrassvnsatersasasnnentonss . 62 -1 -1 1,900 + 7 11,259 35 +9 -18 203 7 16 19
Wines and LiGUOTS.eaeessbessesasegrnosss cove P 27 +44 + 4 6,104 +10 45,406 14 +36 + 4 1,939 101 10R 101
Liquor Department of Other Prades®eeevsersavenaioees 37 +91 -1 10,108 +3L 53,749 £ £ £ £ £
293 +8 + 2 38,913 + 1 249,238 178® + 8 +1 26,142 | "185 [ 156 | 163

125 +3 + 1 23,520 + 4 155,494 78 + 6 + R 26,418 170 162 165

Trndustrial suppli€S.ese«. 1] -2 -2 8,548 -4 60,804 52° v 7 ¢ 7,758 149 134 149
Plugbing and heating SUPLieBesasrareenvrasenaeoes 82 +1L +10 6,847 -1 32,940 43 +3 -3 1,966 166 185 190
Jeweiry......................................... B 36 =18 15 1,366 c. 9,837 17 -4 -4 1,331 186 158 162
Optical Q008 . senssonanssessesnssvensecss iasesens 14 -3 -3 256 + 9 1,617 7 -13 -2 132 128 146 121
Tumber and Building Materials.ceeeesooscoenaenseored 70 -8 *5 5,7°9 -4 31,277 39 +2° -2 3,210 86 72 o3
Machinery,Equipmsnt,and Supplies,except Flectrical.. 60 -8 + 6 2,978 +1 18,667 43 +12 -1l 3,253 146 126 1s8
surgieal, Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.. 19 -14 + 9 1,044 + 6 6,684 12 +23 +20 1,040 126 82 | 117
Metals.............................................. 25 + 4 + 2 3,278 +10 27,994 13 +23 ‘e 4,012 178 152 185
Paper and Its Productieesssesssossessoresresse ces 81 + 5 -4 6,974 +9 46,939 39 - 9 + 1 3,764 109 129 107
PEtroletll, . seessssoosssses . 6 +22 +12 339 +6 2,961 £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Tobaceo and Its Products.. vesssssscseene 165 * 3 (I - 21,552 + 6 124,484 74 ~10 -1 6,189 s1 6L 53
Leather and Shoe Findings. cessassensenee 20 12 ~10 46 -4 2,535 10 +20 +11 304 1971 1a 148
Miscella.neous....................................... 1R + 6 «10 1,993 +11 14,613 13 +60 -3 1,734 140 94 151

Z entages obtained by dividing stocks by sale

These stock sales ratios are perc

Number does not spply in all cases to the year-to-date figures.

b
; Less than 0.5 percent.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
® Ghiefly of the wholesale drug trade.
£ Insufficient data to show geparately.

s for an ;dentical group of firms.

z efeg




WHOLESALERS’ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

JUNE 1944

KIND OF BUSINESS

Number
of firms
reporting

a
COLLECTION PERCENTAGES

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

June
1944

June
1943

May
1944

Percent change

June 1944
s,
June 1943

June 1844
Vs,
May 1944

As of
June 1,
1944

{Add 000)

UNITED STATES

2,113

125

116

1:7

-6

-1

$188,942

“Automotive SUPPLiCS.eessercsorssossovvisssrsrarersesssanssssnssnsre
Chemicals (industrial).eeessseseccioccisssassosssncsnsessonsscvsss
Paints and VarnisheS..eeseeseesvcisscacesosnmussosasssressasnosios
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS.u.viivecivercrenrsavenmwess
Shoes and Other Footwear....cvescesaenaias

Co8Llueueeensvaorcasaiasonananssieansosaasscercncie

Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)eeesesessesvesssosiresvsnnnes’

Dry GOOUS.cevensacssvosssovssesssnsonsscoasncsonransenvovssnsvnins
Electrical Go0dS.ceecisossecsrevsssansissssssossseronsssssnsnsses
Dairy and Poultry Products.
Fresh Fruits and Vegebtables..cesesses
Farm SupplieS.ceceeecescsoessscsavssicasssrsansascs
Furniture and House FurnishingS.esseeescseccssccssssesscncanannae

®esnassrarne evesessrane

ssvesessaae

esessaetees

Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS...essescecsessecoccsess
Full-line wholesalersCec.eciaeerssvsessersocsssovsorsasanssssns
Voluntary-group wholesalers.ceeeess '
Retailer-cooperative warehoUSES.seeeessscanssscsssccnssccnssess
Specialty lineSesescsosevsonvnsvavotressossrsssercsasnsscssasons

CONTectionerYesescssesssssccstossssascnocsonsaasannsossnsoonsiones

Meats and Meat ProductS.cesssseessscscsscancsesansscanessssecionset

sesvereedssrescessonion

BEET . serisissveosaoesnsasavessinessssarosnsssssansussssscasssovss

Wines and LiQUOrSi.seeseviosssssssssvssssaseresssessonssvoonsssones

Total Hardware GrouD..csssesecssoscossssossoonrnansscssracassesasss
General hardwal'€.eseesosasseosvesosesoscsssosensrssssasabsnsoeis
Industrial SUPPlieS.cseveoescssessasssansssssorccocssccussvssss
Plumbing and heating supplieS.cecececscsssvesccerscscnen

JEWE L Yo s taannssansssoasisvetsescocssonssoassinsnsssssacsssagsvsvos
Optical GOOdS.eesessocsssasasersnsssscassssssnscssessascsossssse
Lurber and Building Materials...ceecevecsossncasvsersoias
Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies, except Electrical...i.vveees.
Surgical, Medical, ard Hospital Equipment and Supplies..

MOtalSeaseencivansvsovansoroassasosnsnsonssssssavasranisrsoonsonsss

Paper and Its ProductS.cecessessssscessssarsscsunvoesssscasiverssns
POLIOLEUM, o v oacronsvesncosascsiorssnssosenvoscasssssasnisssssassase
Tobacco and Its Products....,
Leather and Shoe Findings...
MiscellaneoUS.secesssssissoscssonossesevscssssssosaronessstsoancas

wssesssessssnaseveratsen st

ssessesivesessssivsnesssrssensanesan

172

203

65
50
18
24

68
4
114
17
15

96 .
m
88
93
96

122

109
8
85

.15

197

180
90

189
157
183
R72
158
143
R14

163
194

97
103
o6
g1

&7
86
106
98
65
127

96
102
204

99
120

92
108
77
85
97
124

103
76
76

08

197

184

7 -

163
a9
183

. 272

150
140
R02

141

186

89
94
87
75

65
85
98
85

71

125

85
103
184

92

- 98

98
114

85 .

93
92
130

o4
R09
225
188

91

169
158
183
R56
156
145
209

157
187

97
102
99
.81

72
82
112
105
85
144

96
io7
189
102

134

+14
-3
b
-21
-2
-8

+1
-6
-2

b
-8
+ 5
=25

+ 7
+ 5
+ 9
+12
+ 9
+ 4
-8

-5
+24

tFr ot
OO,

L P+ II':,*I+
W3 ©OKG Ulk‘o. WO o

o

+ 4+
[ -3 SO SN

+ +
o'

+ I
oo

4,011
872
1,208
2,353
7,857
1,422

9,650
18,431
17,550
973

_ R,583
1,110
3,525

35,927
19,880
9,879
1,637
4,531
830
14,141

303
2,286

35,2390
20,276
7,691
7,272

1,758.
228
4,656
2,125
1,377
2,400

6,343
96
7,486
358
2,044

¢ ofeg

a
b Less than 0.5 percent. :
Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Collection percentages are obtained by dividing the collections by accounts receivabte for aﬁ

identical group of firms,



WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

June 1844
SALES-—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END—-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOS &
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of | _ Percent change June Porcent six Number of | Percent change
. firms hange nth: firms June 30
June 1944 | June 1944 chang months June 1944 | June 1944 4 June | June
KIND OF BUSINESS "":ﬁ;’i‘ o e 1944 from 6 1944 re&ooza;i:g i iy 1944 Myl Byt E‘l
s 4 June 1943 1944
June 1943 |May 194 (Add 000) mos, 1943 (Add 000) : May 1S {Add- 000}

New ERgland.s.seeesssnsesscssessvosossssssnnnssnsnnes 193 _ e -3 $16,820 _ec §104,309° 125 +10 =3 £9,775 108 96 |10
Automotive Supplies,isescecsesasscscescecacs 7 +54 L+41 220 +9 857 5 -7 e 219 115 197 169
Chemicals (industrial).. secsesunesrarasnne 4 3 +3 423 + 8 2,907 d d d d d d d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded). . 13 + 4 -4 1,707 +3 10,545 7 +12 -1 998 173 164 | 178
DIy GOOdBovssecsacasssnssesssnsossns 5 ~14 -14 168 -3 1,002 5 =21 + 4 13s 80 87 86
Electrical GoodS.eccescasssecscsscassvenes Pasvien 29 =25 -1 1,528 -13 10,846 25 ~10 -8 852 58 48 83
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables..ecevicassssesacsiansvae 10 -2 +9 1,006 (] 4,001 5 +8 «R3 17 -] 7 1
Furniturs and House FurnishingSsesesssecossscacesss 4 -20 -13 225 =10 1,641 d d d d d d -]
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSeiesesosss 7 +5 + 5 2,154 + 7 16,545 15 +16 -8 1,458 118 108 13
Meats and Meat ProductS.c.veeesecss .o [ -4 -3 2,228 -7 15,404 5 +52 -4 a7 78 56 74
General Hardware....... s ) + 4 =18 280 +15 1,467 d d d qa d ! d d
Industrial SupplieS.essccceccescasccsss coeesveen 11 -9 -3 897 -12 4,354 8 +1 -1 1,145 194 1R 193
Plumbing and Heating Supplies... 8 -9 -5 94 + 2 511 5 -5 + 2 172 325 ¢ 259 271
JEWElrYeeesoresonsasarssracecassasasssssonvasaasass 4 . «35 47 64 +9 1,182 d d d - d d d d
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical.... 5 +12 + 4 181 +1 1,422 ' +5 ¢ 354 272 270 | 272

5 =11 +17 09 ~15 1,474 d d d d d d d
7 +5 -8 320 + 8 2,005 s -8 -2 288 125 135 121
Tobacco and Its ProductS.ecesvessvocvscescarcovances 14 -2 + 6 2,546 + 2 13,022 4 ~11 -8 130 0, 34 : 36
i
Middle ALLANEIC..evessesssatosnnsosesassrssissssivssn 561 e -1 68,805 +4 437,943 302 +5 -5 34,310 101 l .86 107
. 26 +35 +10 565 +30 3,093 19 +14 +3 748 194 226 1 207
6 +13 -3 110 + 6 447 d d d d (- d ! d
10 +13 -8 1,088 ©o+21 12,149 S =11 + 5 348 106 31 s
Shoes and Other FOOLWEAr..esecssvossasssssransssses 7 -18 “R2 648 -5 3,817 d d . d - d d ; d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)essesescsecsess 22 2 -5 5,274 + 4 32,860 8 +11 + 1 2,120 153 147 lag
GOOUB.snseancvrososssssssossnisossssnvasssssocse 37 +1 +8 5,286 -4 29,478 15 -4 -7 2,247 130 143 | 13§
64 -23 +2 4,293 -6 36,458 53 c -6 2,128 58 4 1 oe2
Dairy and Poultry ProductS.cescesss ; 8 +11 c 1,293 +13 9,399 d d d d d d d
Fresh Frults and Vegetables... 19 -1l +2 1,129 -4 4,801 8 *20 -23 72 g ! 6 i 12
Farm SupplieSeececsvscensasrscssossscvanscsiese 4 +ll =16 845 +22 3,169 d d d d d d d
Furniture and House Furnishings.ceeesecsseensee 12 =15 -2 600 «12 5,401 -4 =29 -25 53 27 30 ' 99
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products... 886 +5 c 12,324 +12 73,362 4 +8 -13 11,027 148 147 ¢ 167
Yeats and Meat Products.cscvicencscocioceses 24 ~14 10 10,487 -4 49,375 21 +33 ~10 1,534 80 43 81
hivd 7 +18 397 +15 1,901 7 -5 -8 21 7 8 ! 8
26 + 7 +15 3,399 + 3 19,908 4 +13 -1 2,765 175 | 189 , 185
26 -12 +3 1,820 -12 16,059 16 + 5 +2 1,463 133 108 | 138
24 +22 ) +27 892 +3 7,468 10 4. 5 -3 400 129 176 | 162
15 =10 -10 73 + 4 2,655 7 14 ~11 730 ist 164 t 158
6 -3 + 6 133 +5 856 d d d : d d d d
14 -16 -1 1,269 12 5,637 8 +9 +8 gse | e6 o9 e
Paper and Its ProductsS..cesvecsssss 27 +3 -7 2,429 +11 17,142 u ~17 +1 1,224 | 83 iog.! 73
Tobacco and Tts Products..ccecveenarsesvsecosicennne 45 +12 + 2 7,657 +10 41,795 24 -22 +8 2,8% 47 . ! 47
! |

East North Central..eesessssssesseecrssssonasnnaioese 571 +4 +2 8,531 x5 357,881 282 +7 -2 38,602 104 - 101 108
Automotive SupplieS..eveecessoansscsovrstasarescsss 58 +25 +3 1,744 +25 9,791 45 +8 - 1,579 s 157 ' 1s1
Paints and Varnishes....eeeoccecasscs 7 +21 + 2 451 + 9 2,349 d d d d d | d! 4
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes. 6 24 -2 179 -14 1,153 d d d d 4! d. 4
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)..c.uveeveissce 26 + 4 -3 4,617 +6 30,373 n +13 -2 2,461 193 1M 201
Dry GOOG8.cussscncrsasossoonsassssanscsavsnsoncnrse 6 -2 -3 585 + 3 © 7,281 d 4 d 4 ! a! 4
Electrical GoOdS.seereesssssconsosaassessorisecacas 61 +17 +1 5,327 +6 34,295 47 < -2 3,112 68 83 T
Dairy and Poultry ProductS..ieesecesesersssssssonse 14 -3 +15 809 -3 3,862 10 -15 -1 110 17 ; 18 .
Fresh Frults and VegetableS..eevaes cesssvaesns 17 ~13 -3 1,859 -5 6,173 10 +25 + 8 170 30 . 28 . 3
Farm SUpplicSicecsevsccsessssescrvsacssicccasaocoss 6 +26 + 2 858 +14 2,941 d d d d d 4 4
Furniture and House Furnishings.....ecceivcvecnsnee 9 -5 + 7 527 =15 i 2,836 -] ~32 -7 310 § 82 108 - 93

- [ R . - - | . | i

{Continued on next pagej
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

JUNE 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES-—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOSa
!
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of | Percent change : Percent Six Nugber of |  Percent chamge .
firms June change months firms Y Y June | June May
KIND OF BUSINESS roportip June 1544 | June 1544 1944 fron 6 | 1944 | veporting il Mt 1944} j04q |1945 | 2944
sales : . ) 19 stooks »
June 1943 |May 1944 {Add 000) mos. 1943 (Add 000) June 1943 |May 1944 (Add 000)
East North Central (continued) '
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSe.iecscisss 123 +8 + 5 $16,737 +13 $95,732 87 +10 -8 $14,817 124 123 139
Confectioneryescisesesssssrcesssesassincsnas 11 + 5 +3 253 + 9 1,106 5 + 2 -4 64 54 56 | 57
Meats and Meat ProduciS.eeveeseiscerscssassvceseoses 17 =10 -3 4,815 -8 34,143 14 - +23 +13 2,299 58 39 48
Beerveesessicecnnnnnse seseusanarnis] 16 -5 ¢ 523 +9 3,432 10 +31 + 2 94 22 16 21
Wines and Liquors..... corsesarsace 9 +14 ~ § 778 -8 6,380 8 +48 + 8 599 105 81 | 94
General Hardware...cvesvesscsesisscosssacacasssoscress 18 +3 -2 4,028 + 2 24,408 : 14 -2 + 1 5,592 150 156 144
Industrial SupplieSeivesecesrss 12 -11 -8 899 -4 7,668 7 +17 + 2 414 118 88 : 104
Plumbing and Heating Supplies. 26 +15 +8 831 + 3 4,181 21 + 9 -1l 985 178 200 1 192
JEWELIr Y uoeasisvaosnssscanssasiscrssnsavisarsoniances 5 ~)2 + 4 142 -2 2,088 d d d d d d d
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical..... 15 -2 +23 - 846 -1 4,112 11 o+l -5 581 89 g5 ' 111
Surgical,Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies... 7 20 +13 788 +1 3,983 <5 + 8 + 4 642 83 - 87 . 103
MetalS.iesssnnsoensncsrcorecacosssancssraacunsasssion 8 + 8 - R 1,318 +10 8,481 5 =16 -4 1,112 18 151 ; 123
Paper and Its ProductSecevecsvasesinescaccesves R2 +8 -4 2,591 +14 16,276 . 9 -8 + 4 894 95 . 133 | 99
Tobacco and Its ProductSeesecessnse P T ‘40 + 2 + 7 4,544 + 6 26,416 1s -7 w1l 803 34 | 38 | 42
Leather and Shoe Findings..eeescesesosesvevsesanaons 4 -8 -l3 103 -5 537 d d d d d d a
West North Central.cucesscessessssnsossssornossansenee 212 £ 7 =1 32,718 +6 | 282,117 - 178 13 =1 33,576 143 | 135 | 142
Automotive SupplieSeeecse evecasmassansanen 23 +23 + 8 898 +24 6,123 13 +19 [ 276 180 | 182 182
Shoes and Other FOOLWEAr..eiecrvesssatvecsacocssssos 4 -5 + 4 864 + 4 5,675 d d |3 4! d d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)e.vessesitveseass 15 +1 + 2 2,884 +5 19,230 4 +15 + 1 1,193 223 § 197 | 217
Dry GOOUS. eaessvivennsrnessossssnsonsrssns 4 -9 =14 4,633 + 3 37,123 d d d d d di [+
Electrical GoOdS...sseesscssenscssonsoncsesvrsiocssnns 30 +17 -8 1,347 +11 9,838 R7 +11 + 5 1,194 108 ; 110 i 93
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.....u.s 80 +11 + 5 10,322 +11 58,711 62 +17 -4 12,664 138 i 135 - 149
Beericescevaciasness vesassensesieras e evenesrans 9 +3 + 1 170 +16 1,374 4 ~18 ~18 9 12 5 13 14
General HarGware...cceesessssicsssovsoncvscsssisavens 15 +16 + 3 4,030 . +l0 28,031 14 -+10 ¢ 6,808 178 E 19l , 184
Plumbing and Heating Suppli@S.ecssssssvssessescisones 7 ~10 11 383 +1 2,618 d d d [\ gt d, d
Lumber and Building Materialsiiciscecsssssessanananss 8 ~11 + B 200 -5 3,427 d d d d d, d | d
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electricali.... 7 -6 c 258 +1 1,238 -] +28 +1 431 170 | 1zs | 167
Peper and Its ProductS..cecevessvessosnesccsscencnns = 4 +10 +10 152 +86 1,289 d d d d dj. 4! d
Tobacco and Its ProductS..esvsssescscccsseercasennes 14 + 5 -2 1,428 ¥5 7,063 7 + 2 -3 947 . 1 | 97 i 90
. : . | '
South At1amtiCisssesesswessesessevesnavessorsevsasanes] 410 +8 =3 34,565 +5 201,751 214 =7 =3 16,785 | 11 | 108 ; 108
Autonmotive SupplieSesccecscsssissearsoasnens 25 +11 + 1 778 + 6 4,455 14 + 6 c 514 149 ; 168 I 153
Paints and VarnisheS..eceeiscccssscoasssnes 5 +5 ~Xe 236 ~10 1,280 5 -3 + 1 277 117 ¢ 128 ! 102
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes.... 6 -7 -11 325 +11 1,500 d d d d a! a'. d
Drugs end Sundries (liquor excluded).sscesees.s 28 +8 ¢ 3,450 +8 - 17,427 8 + 7 -4 1,763 186 | 186 ; 199
DIy GOOGB4sssssssossarcsvocsssnssasccssusasesnasases 10 -5 -20 ' 1,355 +8 9,535 5 + 5 + 3 1,071 193 | 152 ¢ 135
Electrical GoodS.eeiecesccsssisnsisosseresssvosananes 46 -5 + 2 3,253 ~11 20,881 43 ~10 -4 1,945 87 94. . 84
Fresh Fruits and VegetableSeessveeoveveresoas 19 -5 + 4 1,847 ¢ c 9,084 7 «15 47 57 8 9 ! 18
Furniture and House Furnishings.....evevieess [ +11 12 318 ~15 1,678 d d d d d d , d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.... 118 + 8 -1 8,095 +13 51,118 56 +28 -5 4,120 y 113 « 100 & 117
CONTeCtioneryeeacseivassnvoorassomasvsase 22 + 4 ~11 L 447 +12 3,038 13 32 -9 310 ! 80 g2 ' 79
[ + 1 -9 850 +6 5,360 d d a d » d d’ d
BEOTusssseessnnnsasseossnersnrurasarasssiscinossoand 7 -3 -22 326 +5 2,014 d d d dy  d d° 4
General Hardware...eesseesscosnnscosnnsy 17 +1 -9 1,551 +8 12,384 | 10 +15 + 1 1,228 © 18l 130 ¢ 134
Industrial Supplies. 12 +10 -1 918 #1 5,746 | + 6 -1 709§ 121 137 120
JeWBIrYeeasncavsoren 4 -28 -21 183 -3 1,008 | d d d 4 i d - d
Lumber and Building MateriolS.uveesseiessessosessned 1L -5 - 830 -3 3,164 ‘ ) 8 «18 -3 708 | 175 148 173
Machinery,Eqpt. ,and Supplies, except Electrical..... 8 -5 =10 443 c 2,284 d d 4 d h d d- d
HEtALS e ossasonasnoserssnasessvasanarvenssvnrasinves 4 + 4 -4 200 +10 944 d 4 4 q i 4 d d
Paper and Tts ProductSiecssesavencescssins 11 + 1 -2 655 [ 4,031 5 -7 : c ! 404 ¢ 1285 139 134
Tobaceo and Its ProduciS..ssevesncissraicasiosisesend 18 -8 P 13 . 2,159 + 3 ! 14,609 | hXo B + 4 i -9 ! 48 28 42
- - ! i i : H i

(Continued on nexov page)
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEGGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
1944

JUNE

SALES—CURRENT MONTH

SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE

INVENTORY—END~OF-MONTH (At Cost}

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Namber of Poroent change Percent Six Number of Percent ‘change Jame %0 .
firms June han firme ]
KIND OF BUSINESS June 1944 |June 1944 change months June 1944 | June 1944 1944 June | June | Msy
Toporking | . v va, W trom 6 1ogg | ToROrting R N 1944 | 1945 | 2984
Jume 1945 Jlay 1944 | (aga 000y [ m0se 1995) (444 000) v {Add 000}

East South Central.esisssssecscsosnsrasacensavosonses 152 +11 . 4,082 fany $88,886 72 +5 =5 4 g 02 | 102
Automotive SupplieS..ececsasscscrrcscess 8 +27 +9 211 +29 1,569 5 +23 +1 © 2689 133 138 148
Drugs and Sundries (iiquor excluded).. 13 +7 -1 R,198 +8 12,784 d d d -3 S | d a
Dry GoodSesvisssseescsssancosancssnnornncnsnses ] +10 -8 1,412 +10 9,008 d d d d d d 4
Electrical Goods.. .o 1 +28 . + 4 496 +15 3,109 8 +11 -$ 316 3 89 kel
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products 37 +9 -2 2,612 +185 19,308 17 +7 -2 1,134 1089 11 132
Confectionery.ccscesce 8 +24 + 7 234 #13 876 d d a d d d d

4 +21 + 4 1,120 +13 5,771 d d d d “d d d
4 +44 «18 €65 +26 3,050 d d d d d d d

cnsves 1 + 3 +9 2,106 +8 13,078 5 +11 +5 1,302 || 130 08 | 19

Industrial SupPlisg .ceeecesssinrnnsonvassesssosnes 4 +28 L 2R +35 1,807 d 4 [ d d d d
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical.... 8 + 4 -5 241 +15 1,211 4 -8 + 2 251 s 123 105
Paper and Its ProduttS.eceescessscavecesricinsnssee 4 -8 -4 241 +1 1,500 d d d d d| d d
b Its Products..... . eeves 4 -8 =11 528 +1 4,629 d d d d d d d

West South Centralisececessecsarvesacasocsersassensis 255 +3 =4 26,885 +2 265,444 172 10 =4 22,797 133 iz
Automotive Supplies..esssciencoces . -18 +26 +9 718 +20 3,761 FL- +2 -1 . 680 104 109 118
Drugs and Sundries (1liguor excluded] 17 + 8 -1 2,895 +10 18,543 d d d d d a d

008 s soenoosscsvesassssrannsenees 7 =10 -5 1,034 -3 5,354 s +28 + 4 668 139 103 134
25 -5 -5 1,213 -8 7,352 21 +30 + 2 939 83 80 kid
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.. 114 +3 -4 11,380 +8 71,6807 85 + 2 -7 9,989 121 124 127
Confectionery.. . eienieues s +9 =12 76 +20 208 d d d d d a 4
General Hardware.... erresanse 18 -2 -4 2,869 + 1 18,856 9 +8 + 2 2,557 190 175 178
Industrisl Supplies..cecese cesvisnnanvin 5 -2 -4 1,504 +10 10,213 4 d d d d d
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies. 4 +3L -3 64 +29 70L d d [ a d d d
Tob and It Productieeecercessetcinsssncsvonanis 10 +1 -5 1,304 +9 6,164 4 +24 -5 854 83 87 83
Hountadleeosasaceecnsasnasoscscssansonsvassnssssvsnse z2 +3 +3 10,301 +3 58,101 85 ‘+18 -2 . 10,182 147 122 | 151
15 +21 c 341 +19 2,477 ST 1 - +1 550 167 197 | 184
4 +8 +11 812 + 4 3,441 d d d d d d d
14 - 4 +11 587 w10 3,599 11 +3 - 443 92 83 107
16Scaesnsncsione 4 =20 + 2 126 -22 664 4 d d d d d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products...u.. 4 +8 +7 3,535 +11 18,834 a7 24 -3 5,186 163 14 178
Genoral Hardwar€scssecevssvsisssrossosse 5 +14 * 4 766 *11 4,159 d [ d d d d [
Lunber and Building Materl 5 23 -l 908 ~14 4,871 4 -10 | - 81 102 a8 108
Tob and Its ProductB.cvecescesssansssssacsecves 4 ~18 ~11 44 -8 1,169 d d d d [ d -3

PACILLC, ceseasecssonsnessresnsesaorisocsvorsearsionee 237 +5 +1 43,024 +5 299,688 129 16 +2 21,8519 05 9 108
Automotive SUPPLieS..ceevsssasoss 0 +14 +5 . 668 +29 8,478 12 v 4 “1 424 ‘i'EE 1'4% 141
Clothing and Furnishinga, except Shoes 5 =1 -8 137 *1 761 -a d o4 d 4! d] d
Shoes and Other Footwearsiessecessnsves 5 +18 -l 282 -4 1,396 5 +36 +11 465 165 ¢ 144 1a7
Dry GoodS.eesesavevscicserson cone 8 -1 +8 1,307 -4 8,377 d d d d d; d d
Electrical GoodS.aseseesenuss 2 =15 [ 3,681 =14 24,080 22 +185 +3 2,794 7% 56 74
Dairy and Poultry Products... 4 -0 +3 980 -l 4,024 a d 4 . d d i d d
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.... 8 ~18 + 8 1,358 -5 8,534 6 +21 +13 118 9 | 61" 9
Furniture and House Furnishings..c.ceeeevse 8 T =11 -7 1,308 -6 8,026 d d d d d! d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.. .. 35 .+18 (] 10,008 +13 94,823 22 +21 - 6,619 98 . 98 99
Meats and Mest Products, [] + 7 -5 906 - +11 8,574 d d d d d! d d
Beericesrarrasnsonnraciuns 8 -4 +9 300 -7 1,548 4 +10 -4 22 R1 20 , @
General Hardwaro..ieesassiorsse 2 -8 -4 4,691 -2 35,203 (] + 6 + 5 5,231 186 | 188 i 175
Industrial SUpplies.seecessss 7 +2 -5 1,891 -7 11,478 5 +23 -1 2,400 143 | 118 , 136
Plumbing and Heating Supplies..... 7 -4 +17 1,766 wld 9,164 d d d a i d | d [}
Lumber and Building MaterialsS..seveeevesssnccccenes k5] -5 +27° 1,376 +2 7,905 9 +7 -5 23 ! 41 35 s7
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical.... 9 ~18 +8 479 -4 3,384 8 +22 -1 576 | 149 103 151
Tobacco and Its ProdictS..scevssecsesccssssisvensns 1 -3 -1 1,348 + 4 9,817 8 +3L -1 A3 - 65 46 . 84
Leather and Shoe Findings.... 4 +21 +13 los +12 797 d d d d : d d: d

— ~. - i .

aocoe

Less than 0.5 percent.
Insufficient data to show separately.

These stock ratlos are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by sales for an identical group of firms,
Number does not apply in all cases to the year-to-date figures.



WHOLESALERS’ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS--BY GEOGRAPHIC DlVlSlONS

JUNE 1944

Page 7

Number

Colleotion Percentages™

Accounts Reoceivable

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION o Percent As of
AND 2 s June June May June 1
KIND OF BUSINESS reporting 1944 1843 1944 Jm:a}g“ Jun:a%SM 1944-

June 1945 |May 1944 (Add 000)
New EnglanGeeesesscsscescsansocsnsossosssnsansianses 158 125 uns 128 -6 =2 $10,725
Automotive SUPPlieS.cosesesccessssosncasne vee 8 g2 73 84 + 4 + 4 165
pruges and Sundries (liquor excluded).o... aen ) 109 104 112 +3 +.5 780
. 5 88 87 95 <10 +5 191
N 20 84 83 92 -9 -14 1,018
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.esseascovovcncessscsss 10 236 230 280 +23 +24 353
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products...ceenss 18 154 151 149 + 6 +3 1,129
Meats and Meal ProductS,.eeccececsracevcsssscccsesss ] .1 101 186 +14 +1 1,398
General Hardware... 5 87 0 8 -3 . -13 365
Industrial Suppli€S.ccescevssssccccsscracasonsones 10 104 108 103 -15 b 835
Plumbing and Heating SupplieS.cesvsccesscessencoee 8 k[:] 63 69 +16 +13 152
JEWELT e asserssnsosscnisssocscssrssasesnsesconsan 4 76 83 95 +7 +15 147
Machinery, Eqpt., and Supplies, except Electrical, 4 97 73 R ~20 -2 159
MetalSieessaccessssssssncansanse s 123 m 163 -7 +24 210
Paper and Its Producis...cecesee ] 108 98 110 +1 + 7 308
Tobacco and Its ProductScecescscssersssonsscesasse 12 229 177 195 -22 -7 1,009
Middle AtlantiC...cscees 432 136 125 139 =10 -1 88,926
Automotive SupplieS..ccvessveceascncaccenns ose 18 8l 86 B84 +18 + 8 291
Paints and VarnisheS.eeassecccasscnssssonns 5 76 57 75 -7 + 4 106
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes..e.... 9 104 96 106 -R5 -4 1,11
Shoes and Other FOOLWEAr..eeesscesssscscans 7 o2 93 96 122 +9 891
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)ssessessssesce 12 . 96 90 98 -2 b 2,633
Dry GoOdS.cescesossssssnissonssosnias 33 87 85 91 -9 + 4 4,132
Electrical Go0GS.ceveerasrsserocnsesccsssasscsvses 45 99 8l 11 =41 b 3,050
Dairy and Poultry ProductSsiesesscscsccsscesesceice 5 318 R69 R54 + 7 -2 229
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables, cese 17 204 227 228 -1 +15 438
Farm Suppli€S.ccescscscsosscass csess 4 256 326 258 +50 -18 315
Furniture and House Furnishings..eeeessccacsescsss 10 98 75 99 -43 -3 562
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.... .. 63 156 164 189 +11 + 1 6,387
Meats and Meat ProductS.eeeecccccsccsveccsass .e 22 27 218 228 =12 ~12 4,413
BEETyuascaennesseviensatancnscascctsartanes 6 .158 123 137 ~-16 + 8 134
General HardwWar€..eevesosscecssssseoss 22 100 93 94 -7 -3 2,694
Industrial SuppliesS..ceseseveereescess 23 97 84 95 27 -5 1,456
Plumbing and Heating SupplieS.eccsecscccessss 20 74 66 80 -2 +9 911
JEWELT e cosnsnsonncossccesessarnososssnrnne 13 76 Yi4 85 =13 -5 751
OpEical GOOS.eyseeneacnasesssasssnssasnsannsnanne 5 81 82 82 -1 -3 119
Lunber and Building MaterielS.secececscssssesneess 11 111 103 117 «18 + 6 1,074
Paper and Its ProductSuiecesssceccosescveseasscenses 20 99 79 28 =10 b 1,974
Tobacoo and Its ProductS.sesesescecssscassassccses 30 251 R40 240 +5 +1 2,500
East North Centralescacescses 433 133 124 132 =2 -1 31,421
52 105 104 13 +31 +10 1,250
7 99 92 97 + 4 -2 406
5 105 100 97 -R5 -1 178
15 11 104 108 b b 1,599
4 92 84 gl ~13 -1 632
40 95 85 101 -3 + 4 3,954
9 224 216 211 + 4 +9 118
10 235 249 R38 +3 +13 Re2
Furniture and House Furnishings......eeccecceseoss 8 143 123 142 -22 +3 345
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products... 88 173 165 165 + 7 -1 6,595
Confectioneryeecovesaceanerroocsssssnsvaosson 8 227 180 224 -13 -4 52
Meats and Meat Products.... 18 227 2085 219 -8 -12 1,939
Beeruceuvncertncsonssonene 4 162 131 152 -4 +9 S0
Wines and Liquors.. 8 321 262 390 ~11 +21 232
General Hardware... esesvenns 17 105 102 106 -1 +1 3,817
Industrial SUpPpPlieS.eesessssscccessscaasannsoneses 16 97 ‘95 94 -10 ~12 830
Plumbing and Heating SupplieS.sssececsescscssoscsce RS o7 92 98 +9 + 2 798
Machinery, Eqpt., and Supplies, except Electrical. 13 96 - 83 104 w39 -3 563
Surgical, Medicel,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies, -] 85 74 85 -8 =10 1,024
S 7 139 128 142 b + 4 922
Paper and Its.Product8seeeccecsscssssssssvossssnes 2 98 91 100 +3 + 5 2,689
Tobaeco and Its ProduCtdeieesesreccecssocrsccinnas 8 178 159 168 ~12 -3 1,7
Leather and Shoe FindingS..csesssesscocosasesseses 4 101 103 118 -9 + 1 96
West North Centraleeeesssesesecvocearencssesansenans 203 114 10 116 -2 -2 21,857
Automotive SUPPlieS.eseeecsessscanses 10 92 98 95 26 16 ERETTY

Shoes and Other FootWear.eesessesssss ves 4 101 108 96 b 15 869 -
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded). 5 130 127 129 -3 b 737
Dry GoodSeseesessnscsasessaes veees 4 - 63 87 69 b -l 7,730
Electrical GoOdSeoeosssesssnessansosasassansesanse 18 88 84 91 + 5 + 2 962
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.eeesees. 67 | 201 189 186 -1 -4 4,531
I L 7 160 R05 169 +51 + 5 85
General Hardware...... 15 i 108 124 -2 -3 3,233
Plumbing and Heating SUPPLiSS.....osevssseeesnnes 7 84 76 90 -20 +8 '301
Lumber and Building MaterialS...eeecessececsreoseas ? 12 148 175 ~12 +14 121
Machinery, Eqpt., and Supplies, except Electrical. 5 80 78 85 ~l5 + 8 231
Tobacco and It8 ProtuctS.cececcssssssssasascsvones S R25 138 150 -9 ~13 8B4

—

(Continued on next i:Aage)
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WHOLESALERS’ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECT!ONS——BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

JUNE 1944
Collection Percentages e Aocounts Receivable
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 1;‘“:‘;” Percent change ° As of
of Te | Jwme June Yoy | June 1944 | June 1944 | June 1
KIND OF BUSINESS reportingf 3944 1943 1944 8, v, 1901
June 1943 | May 1944 {Add 000}
South AtLantiC.e.eecsscecsacssssassssrnsrssnsnnsosnans 288 106 100 15 -5 +3 20,931
Automotive SUPPliesS..sesscassoscrsnsenarasses 2 92 Bl 91 -8 -6 573
Paints and Varnisheg..ceeeeesscronassnccsccrssrocae 5 86 75 88 -1 +18 250
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS..eeesevscess 8 7% 78 83 -5 b 403
Drugs and Sundries (licquor excluded).. 16 111 101 112 -2 -1 1,574
Dry GOOGSesssesssrserssasersocorcnnsnen 8 75 69 & -4 +13 1,499
Electrical (G00Q8..eseeesssnrsnsosescecsoncnscscsnnes 31 59 7. 80 ~18 +8 3,439
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.. . B8O ‘168 161 178 +3 + 2 3,211
Confectioneryssescssesccnescescroncsososcsssccssncs 12 118 109 124 -3 -4 282
Meats efid-Meat Products:..... cieae s 222 199 247 -1 +19 357
General Hardware..ees. . 17 24 89 99 . -4 -2 1,658
Industrial SupplieS.eecscesovnnsss veee . 10 105 89 17 -4 +12 833
Lurber and Building MaterialS...cceveessevssscsassns 10 120 105 119 -13 b 669
Machinery, Eqpt., and Supplies, except Electrical.. 6 93 7 84 -22 -5 262
=3 - P 4 97 1 111 +23 + 2 187
Paper and Its ProductS.sescececssssossorcrcessssnss 9 95 83 24 ~11 + 1 492
Tobacco and Its Productsesesessrocccses aeneses 14 184 153 169 -20' -4 689
East South Central................................... 118 119 108 nz -1 -4 8,731
Automotive Supplies..ccaceerscssvscssoccssorssonsat [ 82 92 83 B2 e 225
Drugs and Sundries (liguor excluded).ecsesecessseces 5 103 98 101 +12+- 5 473
DIy GOOQSesacenssssnessesossssesoscesccnssorasssane 9 92 79 | 92 -4 -8 1,535
Electrical GoodSceessecvessecssssssnrsrens g . 97 20 . 86 +43 ~16 496
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products..... 31 139 137 1563 +5 + 1 1,608
Meats and Meat Products............................ 4 20 227 R27 +33 +19 B2
General Hardware............................ 9 101 81 96 =19 ~11 1,227
Industrial SUPPLi€8esecsencessennsrisesctrnrcnnsen 4 S92 89 88 +24 +10 202
Machinery, Eqpt., and Supplies, éxcept Electrical.. 5 .91 80 a2 -3 + 2 ‘285
West South Centralssessss secensrestessitoanenene lol iz 120 138 -4 -1 © 14,440
Automotive SUpplieS,eeseeceservrsiscnssarssrensncas 14 103 109 ics +11 + 6 482
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)... 9 112 108 121 + 5 -1 1,409
DIY GOOQSasesessoncossssncoasssascesine 7 91 73 1089 -28 +12 - 1,055
Electrical Goods................................... 16 88 84 80 -23 ~12 877
' Groceries and Foods, except Farm Producis. 91 156 149 157 + 5 -1 5,952
General Ha.rdware..... 14 114 99 los -6 -2 1,816
Industrial Suppli@Seeececegecnessacnsvassrssenssans 4 - 106 86 121 ~19 + 4 1,019
Surgical,Medical ,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies...| 4 73 68 8 +24 -4 8
Tobacco and Tts Products........................... 8 148 180 153 +44 ~10 Q48
Mountain. eeesesesosesssocsonvenscssasercossrsasasansns 86 1R9 115 130 -8 =1 6,248
Automotive Supplies.... B8 96 72 92 + 2 -2 269
Dry GoodS.cssvencnssoen 4 89 84 87 -3 -11 839
Electrical GoodSeeesvessecessccsscssccorsenssossces 11 86 & 82 -7 -16 521
" Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.ceecestosssvcccssescnss 4 121 109 144 ~-41 +11 WEN
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS...cesese. 40 156 154 158 +8 + 4 1,870
Lunber and Building MaterialS...sesccsssecscancasse 5 106 109 111 ~22 + 5 674
PACLTACe s eesorrnnvosorssncssssnrsesasnsssnsersonassrss 186 114 103 14 -6 + 1 26,804
Automotive SupplieS.csescscercroscrersecsssasees 27 g1 88 - 80 + 8 -3 512
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS.eceesssas 4 72 62 73 -12 +11 183
Shoes and Other FootWearesssevenesosronerscacescses 5 101 15 113 + 4 +20 260
Dry GOOdS.sssesesvecssvecscnnansssnssnoosoans . 8 104 97 1086 ~15 -7 1,018
Electrical GoodS.eceesscesencanse . 3 81 76 81 -25 -2 3,233
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.seivovesocsssasscescene 5 212 193 200 ~31 -3 453
Furniture and House FurnishingsS..eesceeessssnessces 8 86 84 87 ~14 -3 1,578
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductsS.cseescsce 30 191 169 183 +14 + 1 4,644
Meats and Meat ProductS..veciocesnsenercnsoes 5 246 282 235 +28 -4 334
General Hardwaresccsescsoessncs . 11 92 ©87 9l . =5 + 4 5,249
Industrial SupplieS.eseececsescssnovovae . 7 a7 80 89 -8 + 8 2,211
Plumbing and Heating SupplieS...eccecenss ees 6 76 7% 82 -18 -2 1,712
Lumbeér and Building Materials.esecscasssssssscssses 12 79 0 85 b +13 1,323
Machinery, Eqpt., and Supplies, except Electrical.. ki 113 109 130 «17 +5 213
Tobacco and Its ProductSecscecesececsvecnnsnorssens 13 134 134 133 +9 -4 818

g Collection percentages are obtained by d:Lv:Ldmg the collections by accounts receivable for an identical group of firms.
Less than 0,5 percent.

States Comprising Geographic Divisions

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. He, R. I., Vt.) South Atlantic - (Del,, D. C., Fla., Ga,, Md., N. C., S. C., Va., W. Va.)
Middle Atlantic - (N. J., N. Y., Pa.) East South Central - (Ala,, Ky., Miss,, Tenn,)
East North Central - (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) West South Central - (Ark., La,, Okla,, Tex.)
West North Cenbral - (Towa, Kans,, Minn,, Mo., Nebr., Mountain - (Ariz., Cole., Idaho, Mont., Nev., New Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
N. Dak., S. Dak.) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash,)
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WHOLESALERS! SALES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS

JULY 1944

Sales of wholesalers, as reported by 2,752 establishments,were approximately the
same for July 1944 as for July 1943, according to an announcement released today by
ds C. Capt, Director of the Census. July sales were 8 percent short of the June dollar
volume this year, but for the year to date (7 months) sales were 4 percent ahead of those
for the corresponding period of 1943.

Of the 35 trades shown separately in this report, 3 showed outstanding sales
gains for July 1944 compared with July 1943--liquor departments of other trades,up 94 per-
cent; wines and liquors, up 35 percent; and automotive supplies, up 17 percent. Moderate
increases were revezled for wholesalers of metals (9%), petroleum (?%), beer, clothing and
furnishings, except shoes, and ‘paints and varnishes {each 6%), and specialty lines of
groceries and foods, except farm products (5%4).Wholesalsrs of fresh fruits and vegetables,
farm supplies, confectionery, and general hardware showed virtually no change from July a
year ago. Jewelry wholesalers reported dollar sales down 19 percent, the largest decrease
recorded for July on a year-to-year comparison. Sales of surgical, medical, and hospital
equipment and supplies dropped back 14 percent; dairy and poultry products, 11 percent;
tobacco and its products; 10 percent; electrical goods: 9 percent; and dry goods and shoes
and other footwear, each 8 percent.

Inventories, in terms of dollars based on cost values, at the close of July 1944
were 10 percent higher than those of July 1943, The dollar value of wholesalers! stocks at
the close of July 1944 were almost the same as that recorded on June 30, 1944. Stocks of
coal wers up 39 percent, July 1944 vs. July 1943; leather and shoe findings and wines and
Liguors, up 25 percent; and furniture and house furnishings, up 22 percent. Only 8 whole~
sale trades indicated reduced stocks: Clothing and furnishings, except shoes; and lumber
and building msterials, cach off slightly (2%); Jewelry, down 4 percent; petroleum, down
5 percent; paper and its products and tobacco and its products, each off 8 percent; shoes
and other foobwear, off 10 percent; and optical goods, down 16 percent.

The stock-sales ratio for 1,585 wholesalers was 116 for July 1844, 103 for July
1943, and 108 for Juns 1944. Wholesalers of drugs and sundries with a slight (8%) decrease
in sales and 16 percent larger inventories, showed a stock-sales ratio of 206 this July as
against 178 last July. Sales were down 8 percent for wholesalers of dry goods, and inven-
tories were up 7 percent, reflected in s stock-sales ratic of 150 fop July 1944 as against
131 for July 1943. Wholesalers of chemicals noted a slight (2%4) drop in sales and a 4 per
cent increase in inventories--a stock-sales ratio of 88 for this July compared with 84 a
year ago. For July 1944, wholesalers of industrial supplies of hardwars reported a 10 per-
cent sales decrease and inventories wup slightly (3%), resulting in a stock-sales ratio of
159 as against 135 in July 1943.  Of the 34 trades for which stock~sales ratios are shown,
only 7 showed decreasas for July 1944 compared with July 1943.

Coilections on accounts receivable were 4 percent higher for July 1944 than for
July 1843, and § percent short of those for June 1944. The collection percentage for July
1944 was 117; for July 1943, 112; and for June 1944, 123, Accounts receivable were 6 per-
cent less on July 1, 1944 than on July 1, 1943; and at the beginning of this dJuly the
amount of cutstendings was virtually the same as on June 1, 1944. :

B e

Thia monthly study is conducted Jointly by the National Association of Credit

len and the Bureau of the Census. Detalled figures are presented in the following tables

in sumary for the United States and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing ine
dividual opsrations, by gecgraphic divisions.



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
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WASHINGTON
WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES
JULY 1944
SALES-—CURRENT MONTH SALES-~YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF~MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOS &
Jumber of Percent change | Number of Percent change i
KIND ‘OF BUSINESS Tirms July Porcont | even firms July a1,
. reporting | JUly 1944 July 1944 | load & mopths reporting | July 1944 | July 1944 1944 July | July | June
sales® | 1 loas| sune 1o44 e 193 stooks | ;1 %045 | sune 1944 i E
uly une {Add oooy | "% Add_000) {add_000)

UNITED STATES 2,752 -l -8 $285,224 + 4 $2,459,765 1,565 +10 -1 $181,614 116 103 108

Automotive SUPPlieSsseseassccsvvsevsesersrcscvserone 222 +17 ~4 6,712 +22 50,637 130 +12 + 1 5,567 158 158 147,
Chemicals (industrial)...s. 14 -2 -2 708 + 2 10,984 9 + 4 + 7 434 88 84 86
Paints and VarnisheS.csveesisaessoiesseascassosssse 58 + 8 =10 4,219 +9 36,875 12 +18 -3 1,808 131 112 112
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoed.ceeaseeceses 33 +86 «18 3,444 +13 21,645 10 -2 -7 £60 85 77 g1
Shoes -and Other Footweslecessresessenrans 27 -8 =15 15,250 -1 113,927 10 =10 =11 7,987 47 48 47
COBLaes senuoneasosanorssseasavasiassonseidonasrsscian 13 -3 -8 2,511 + 2 20,574 7 +39 +26 1,820 114 75 86
Drugs snd Sundries (liquor excluded) 140 -3 -9 23,879 +5 193,678 45 +16 +1 12,102 208 176 195
DEY GOOBeeevasssasarssnvcnsssenns 92 -8 -1 14,722 ¢ 128,488 48 +7 ~4 13,365 150 | 131 147
Electrical GoodSeesesvosessocsescaree 314 -9 -8 21,686 w5 174,171 278 +8 -1 14,574 73 81 66
Dairy and Poultry Products.....ceevscesnian 33 =11 =15 3,157 -1 26,900 1 + 5 +1 139 - 28 26 22
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables..... e o1 +1 +3 7,948 -1 48,898 47 +13 =13 6887 15 13 17
Farm Suppliescececcassrcacscanss . . 20 +1 + 7 3,677 + 6 27,732 10 +1 + 7 1,012 122 128 108
Purniture and House FurnishingS..esaveciccsncsesass 43 -8 ~13 2,972 13 36,644 18 +22 -2 2,002 100 76 86
Groceries and Foods, exgept Farm Products....ecesss 675 -2 -9 71,771 +10 590,474 419 +12 -2 62,309 132 116 120
Full-line wholesalers®...... 377 -4 -9 86,470 +9 277,768 244 +9 -3 35,257 132 118 122
VYoluntary-group wholesalers..secsveseses 142 -3 «11 21,833 + 9 179,183 96 +18 [ 19,784 149 125 133
Retailer-cooperative warehouseS..ecssvressarssvse 21 +3 -8 4,694 +8 34,118 12 +10 -4 2,704 107 88 102
Speclalty 1inesS.esscsccsccsssocvsssncracoosansese 13§ +5 -9 8,774 +14 99,437 87 +16 + 2 4,564 96 95 83
Confectionery.eceesccscesancssssss 57 -1 -8 967 +9 8,889 28 +11 ¢ 801 29 % ‘81
Neats and Meat ProductB.cscescevecssososisossacscns 65 +3 +1 22,466 -2 = 217,445 50 + 4 -9 €,551 53 54 81
Beeriessesssnversscvens . 80 +6 * 4 2,047 . + 7 13,517 28 +5 -1 184 14 14 14
16 +35 . (] 4,385 +14 53,455 9 +28 +45 4,827 132 150 92
35 *94 ~1 9,974 +38 83,942 4 £ £ f 4

284 -3 -10 20,157 + 1 290,583 170 | +10 -1 20,884 174 154 157

General hardware.iceecssse crsssuseavis 127 -1 =11 17,071 +3 181,282 75 +12 - 20,615 183 164 164
Industrial supplies.iecccessaanssrsocneres 76 =10 -8 7,977 -5 71,924 47 +3 [ 8,028 159 133 144
Plumbing and heating supplieS.csesecececscesesvee 81 + 3 -9 4,109 -1 37,377 48 +12 + 1 2,241 159 158 146
JeWBLrY.casososacssnnonssacans 36 =19 -l4 951 -3 11,106 18 -4 -1 896 241 201 213
Optical GoodS.eessrevascsscsics 12 -5 -8 223 + 7 1,854 8 «l6 -4 122 124 187 134
Lumber and Building Materisls.ieeeeesesssecessssess 52 -3 -4 3,827 -4 35,911 26 -2 -4 2,227 123 | 12 123
Machinery,Equipment,and Supplies,except Electrical. 55 -8 ~11 2,229 + 1 22,348 38 +10 + 1 2,536 184 137 140
Surgical,Medical,and Hospitel Eqpt. and Supplies... 2 ~14 -28 785 + 4 7,592 12 +14 + 3 - 827 158 112 ) 109
MOLALS . eaveevnssncsisosvoarcissvvossssrrsanevscasey 25 + 9 -8 3,415 +10 31,889 12 +13 -7 5,203 144 145 148
Paper and Its ProductS..csesciosesacessnes 79 -7 -4 | 5,554 + 7 54,071 36 -8 [ 3,327 129 ‘129 108
Petr0lotM, cocosacsossassssioasansassivnnee 6 + 7 =18 516 +8 3,825 4 -5 -9 205 61 88 55
Tobacco and Its Products..cesvesscscenass 14 <10 -9 13,708 + 4 141,440 - 58 -8 -4 2,856 49 47 48
Leather and Shoe Findings.seesseees o 19 -5 -8 379 -4 2,964 10 +25 -1 300 2083 163 187
HSCEL1aNB0US , cverssesaissssnssvisssnsosssssssssses 14 +4 + 2 2,189 ~+11 17,336 13 +26 + 1 2,822 221 | .233 180

Lses than 0.5 percent,

Not affiiiated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
Chiefly of the wholesale drug trade.

Insufficient data to show separately.

’

moRoTr

Thess~5tock sales Tailss are percentages obtained by ividing stocks by s
Number does not apply in a1l cases to the year-to-date figures.

ales Yor an ldentical group of Lirma.



WHOLESALERS’ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

JULY 1v44
COLLECTION PERCENTAGESa ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
Number Percent change As of
KIND OF BUSINESS of firms
reporting July July June July 1944 July 1944 July 1,
1944 1943 1944 Vs, vs. 1944
) : July 1943 June 1944 (Add 000)
UNITED STATES 2,017 117 112 123 -8 b $176,696
AUbOMOLiVe SUPPLISScaerassevscsssrosovesssseresssrcasorsncssionsos 168 97 91 97 + 9 + 3 4,053
Chemicals (INAUstrial).ceserascesssoscsnsssssssseabfoscsssssrananse 12 108 93 108 =14 -3 800
24 82 78 88 + 5 +5 1,011
29 84 88 98 L+ 7 “5 4,195
Shoes angd Other FOOLWeOr..cescessscessaivsssossnssnvesnonsnssascs 23 89 - B4 100 -3 -2 7,400
COalacasisssscesnercrscnonsnessosssssestosssnssscersosnnssionsash 13 110 in 114 +20 + 8 2,425
Drugs and Sundries (1iquor exCluded)..seesseiceesesscssssvssncaes ‘68 111 106 113 -1 -1 8,242
82 75 73 78 -7 -2 18,287
+ 215 86 75 93 -22 + 1 25,020 .
Dairy and Poultry Products...cveessssvvecescanscnicsnstsioronnanes 22 180 194 204 -5 + 2 1,047 -
Fresh Frults and Vegetables.ccceseecseessscsaceavsnccrvoesncsaane 69 189 180 195 =12 +5 2,840
Farm SupPlieB.csiccscessoscnsetesoncnsrsescinsssontscisrcosoronas 13 203 214 147 +1 -45 807
Furpiture and House FUrnishings.ccecescecrscensososccanineiconcss 29 83 72 87 -20 -3 3,087
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductsS,scecscescncvecvesascess 518 158 157 167 + 4 b 36,995
Full-line wholesalers cc.sescoscscscsscsrssssssscssrrnscssarcons 2886 147 145 156 + 2 +1 20,967
Voluntary-group wholesalerSeisecesecesssscvomsncccessscscossnes 114 171 175 182 + 5 -1 9,858
Retaller~cooperative warehouses.,esssssscsecosenoravescessaesios 16 241 248 - 269 + g + 4 1,451
Specialty 1ineS.seceoceioscscccrvessnrssnsssossssonsascsosnonsoe 102 151 142 159 + 7 -3 4,719
Confectioneryeeeosensccees 27 146 139 149 -7 b 394
Meats and Meat ProduCtScccecessecssesnssssssoercocescvesrscvoscns 58 211 05 27 =11 + 1 9,797
BEET s s eeinnnersebionihfonsesneannresnsssssessnssosasonssornsssre 19 195 169 187 -5 + 2 328
Wines and LAGUOTSssessvemesemssnsvsassvnsnnenssronsensorcsnessses 10 148 180 187 +57 +18 1,972
Total HBPAWATE GIOUDesesesssscsrsseansnsasenssnsnssassassssassoss 254 94 91 98 -7 +1 29,472
General hardware.}.)............................,........ siee 115 99 94 102 -5 b 17,021
INAUSETiAl SUPDPIICBeesessersrssosnesssssossossssassasareonsoone 68 93 89 98 -13 -2 7,808
Plumbing and heating supplies..icvvessescescsssscserssescnesssss 71 81 82 82 -5 + 94 4,643
JOWE LT Faeoasancoossaressnsssoenssvsseavencrssvioannssanosoarsascos 28 68 67 82 -23 ~11 1,003
Optical GOOUS.seseoioescssiossssssessssscassssssscsssennssanncees 9 88 87 84 -1 -4 200
Lunber. and Bullding Materials....cvssssecsssenscsnnscaccssecconns 46 106 99 114 -9 +10 3,152
Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies, except Electricaliisccecosnss 43 90 85 94 ~10 + 3 1,877
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment and Supplies....eeccese - 19 64 52 67 -8 + 4 1,432
BEt8lScriravenonotosssosnsssssannossossorasvossesisasssosonscnnns 2 120 120 125 + 7 b 2,758
Paper and T8 PrOGUCtSeesvecesesesecnsaessossssssssssessssarennne | 68 94 86 96 -7 - 5,933
Pegrolemn........................................................ 4 141 147 154 +27 +13 .37 .
Tobacco and Its ProductSeececcoesvoccncoresssensescrorcnccnsscans 94 188 18l 175 13 -5 5,408 &
Leather and Shoe FINdIngsS...ceceesssescsssvasscsarsscscvisrsnesce 16 90 88 99 -7 + 4 368 o
MISCEllaNeOUS e cenccourocoearsssbosnssosessssossesssissssss-venanns 15 109 97 112 ~10 -3 1,738 «

Less than 0,5 percent.
© Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

3270y ! .



WHOLESALERS' SALES AND

INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

JULY 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY-—-END-OF-MONTH (At i SPOCK~SALES RATIOS-a_
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Nusber of | Percent ohange porcent | Seven | Number of |  Percent chango : '
rirms wiv 1966 Juir 1944 July change morths firms 17 1 : duly 31, o v
KIND OF BUSINESS FopOTtiig ) f, s.1 44 JU—\.;'S{.94- 1940 o 87 Sois reporting Ju.Lf;sf.SM Ju].is:-L%‘, i Toad 1 ii July | Sy
sales® | ju1v 1913 | June 1944 mos. 1043 stocks | July 1943 | June 1844 h. 1944 ¢ 1543
{Add_000) {Add_000) i__(Add 000)

New Englande.icecisssiosevvivassassvavsboscvsssonrsans g7 -8 -8 $14,081 -1 1 $121,091 118 { + 6 + ’ &e,00n ;‘ 28 i %9
Chemicals (industrial)eceeccerearsoscoeireionasanns 4 v 2 -9 182 7 ! 3,014 e | T e i N e
Drugs and Sundries (ligquor excluded)sssavevasacrine 13 -5 -5 1,609 + 2 12,154 T + 8 + 2 i 1,011 @ 18* 171
DI GOOHS s esssseseneonrosassssanasnessosisnnisanors 6 -0 -17 -144 -5 1,242 5 -7 +2 . - 13 i o84
Electrical GoodSsessescesseavecrcinvassiovsonscnvons 29 -37 =23 1,303 «16 12:149' 26 -5 + & | 942 ; 74 49
Fresh Fruits and VegetableSscesvcecovesesanueascaree 12 -1 + 8 2,203 d 5,254 9 +47 =14 i 44§ 8 4
Furniture and House Furnishingsessecscoscscccessass 5 =14 -15 252 =11 1,966 4 -1 +12 i, 33 135 - 11$
Grocéries and Foods, except Farm ProductSececcicass 29 -5 ~14 1,860 + 6 20,329 17 +8 -3 i 1,478 i 12¢ 11
Meats and Meat ProductSeeecsvecvescaceoarne 6 -4 -2 2,176 -7 17,580 6 +31 -4 H 1,124 4 B& . 38
General HATAWAT@eesesssssven 8 -4 -1 245 +12 1,805 ¢ ¢ c | el e . e
Industrial SupplieSsessseesesseescvosess 10 ~17 -14 571 -12 4,971 8 d -1 | 1,108 i 219 179
Plumbing and Heating Suppliesssecssicsies 5 +22 -6 60 + 3 571 . c c c : ek c ¢
JEWELEF s e vessensrasssssreessonnsnsansasnsussssuasns 1 38 36 %0 +4 1272 c ¢ e el e c
Machinery,Eqpbt.,and Supplies, except Electricaleese 4 -8 ~26 - 121 d 1,870 c (-] c [ | e "~ ¢
Paper and Its Products.c.ees .o se 8 ~ 4 -8 301 +6 2,314 5 -1 +1 174 i 101 101
Tobacco and Its Productsessveetocaes evins 14 =12 ~10 1,854 d 15,147 [ e c c c ¢

}1ddle At1ANBACesscesssrcrenssnanssssansnessonssncves| 506 -3 -10 57,587 +4 508,796 259 +7 =5 | 283,892 l 101 88
AULOMOLive SUPDLiESesserseioroesssanseuraninansosss 21 ¥23 1 345 .+89 3,640 13 F d 287 | 173 180
Paints and Varnisheseccicacsesvssscviasvosnseacines -8 + 8 -12 97 + 7 544 [ c [ i [ [ [
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeSesva... 12 +13 -19 2,607 +20 14,951 c [ ¢ [ c ¢
Shoes and Other Foolweareecsssseocssnesse 8 ~13 =22 593 -7 4,210 c c c c c’ c
Drugs and Sundrids (liquor excluded).. 22 - & -8 4,480 +3 38,009 8 +10 -4 1,978 152 135 .
Dry GOOdSeosssoneessseassensrsnasacecoonncassocsorese 35 -15 =25 3,787 -5 33,275 17 + 2 -4 2,330 151 140
Electrical GoodSesssesscosvsscenassansasasssnsarionss 66 ~16 ~11 6,163 -7 42,816 56 +3 -12 2:689 48 | 38
Dairy and Poultry Products... TR RO 6 -26 -36 754 +8 11,857 c ¢ ] [ e ! c
Fresh:Fruits and Vegetables. iensseenvacan 17 -5 -6 1,011 -4 5,812 8 -7 ~13 g1 | 13 | 13
Furniture and House FurnishingSeee.seccsececacecscs 14 =22 -26 521 13 6,438 c c [ ¢ e c
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.esssassess 85 -3 - 8 10,736 +10 85,175 33 +8 -8 4,726 117 1106

_Méats and Meat ProductSiesceseresssvivssssavasacane 22 +5 d 10,370 -2 59,745 19 +1R -4 1,350 59 . 62
BEOTeoasesosrsssasesessrsssenstsasasessersarsosssos 9 + 2 -1 R95 +12 2,231 4 +25 12 15 T 8
General HArdwar@..eissscsssvessevonose cesaiies 30 -7 -18 2,218 +2 23,348 17 +19 -3 2,669 215 | 186
Industrial SupplieSe.cessse 23 -15 -9 2,058 ~14 19,818 14 -2 + 1 1,420 108 i 87
‘P}lumging and Heating Supplie ii 17d -I?Lg ;gg + g g.gg: : - : -1 366 138 149

EWELT oo sveontansossussvocas -. - + . - -1 389 245 . 237
Optical GoodBessevovsesssancses 5 =17 ~11 11 + 1 974 [ c e c [ c
Lumber and Building MaterialSseeceseessmrsocsncoses 6 +8 -1 409 10 6,193 c < ¢ c [ e
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical.ese 7 -3 +5 154 + 6 1,685 4 + 7 d 244 260 | 224
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Eqpt.  and Suppliese. 4 -1 -5 73 -7 .r02 (] c [ ¢ e ¢
MetalSesessessrnnsasnves esevensassveonsaseaie 4 + 4 -13 1,184 +12 13,731 ¢ e c [ < c
Paper and Its ProductSesessvesesaneess ‘ 22 ~11 20 1,428 +10 19,478 13 =10 + 1 881 108 o5
Tobaceo and Its Product8seesssscsccscsosccsenvenaes 22 -8 -8 1,879 +9 43,648 7 -5 -1 339 59 , 852

East North Contralececsssaveccscsssiiasaronsovaveses §%§ :']__t' _-% 42,3?; t_zg_ 4%2,554:55 :_5% + 6 =3 34,651 n1 _l_o_]_._

seses + -~ s + N +11 d 1,741 135 137
Paints and Varnishes.ceicecscssranvecvavens . [ + 1 -9 400 + 8 2,761 c c ¢ [ ¢ ¢
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS.cseease . 7 ~21 ~-17 166 ~14 1,378 ] ¢ (] c c e
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)sacosesnssvoves 25 +ll - -16 4, 282 + i 52.;.83 10 +16 + 4 2,370 208 177
DIy GOOGSeessvscenrssscsrscevssocacrasarccsscasscocs 7 ~18 ~19 88 - »798 5 +26 + 3 991 ' 189 78
Elrzctrical GoodSeessraes vrsesaran wesesences 56 + 1 -8 3,383 +5 38,594 46 +9 + 4 2,552 ¢ B84 78
Dairy and Poultry ProductS.... cweseseines 13 -5 -11 567 -3 4,498 [] ~13 -8 72§ 21 24
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.... 17 -4 -8 1,043 -5 7,217 10 + 2 -2 174 ¢ 30 27
Farm SupplieSeeeseesccesnnsecses 6 +14 d 746 +14 3,687 c e e el e c
Furniture and House FurnishingS<scescesccscecesssce 5 -4 ~17 236 ~14 ! 3,072 ¢ c c [ c c
: . [ ;

June
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(Continued of next page)
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND lNV‘FULN‘;I' %IZFS’ BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

SALES-—CURRENT MONTH

SALES-—YEAR-TO-DATE

INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost)

a
STOCK-SALES RATIOS

Percent change'

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of |  Fercent change Percent | Seven Number of
firms July change months firms July 31, July | July | June
KIND OF BUSINESS reporting JUJ'Z:QM Juzs}944 1944 from g7 1944 reporting Julg’rs{.QM Jul‘y;siLQM 1944 1044 1943 | 1944
sales™ | juiy 1943 | June 1944 mos . 1943 stooks | Ju1y 1943 | June 1944
{Add 000) * {Add 000} {Add 000)
East North Central (continued)
Groceriés and Feods, except Farm ProductS.seccecces 124 -2 -8 $14,735 +10 $112,155 ‘81 +8 -5 $14,322 128 117 123
Confectionery,.e.vevee e 10 -5 R 204 + 6 1,310 4 +6 -7 57 66 61 84
Meats and Meat ProductsSiseseiccencecsss veeneeas 16 + 1 +5 5,052 - & 39,362 13 =12 ~17 1,921 43 s2 ; 57
BeEIevaesuosconvonassvsnnssvssavasnssssnsonerassrs 18 + 7 +11 660 + 8 4,092 8 d -2 47 18 P L
Wines and LIQUOTSeueceesessssrvovosvesessensnsense 7 . +28 -5 637 - & 7,366 4 +12 «16 197 74 73 84
General Hardware.ssesessssensissoss 17 -5 -11 2,428 + 2 28,268 12 + 7 + 2 3,707 177 153 | 186
Industrial SupplieSeecicescsrsoe 12 -3 +5 1,059 -3 9,141 7 +14 -5 407 127 ¢ 108 121
Plumbing and Heating SupplieB...esessecsanss 23 +10 -3 787 + 4 5,025 19 +13 + 2 935 173, 182 166
JEWELT Y e e enenaneeivosasssnsssnessorssssasnasssins 8 30 +10 150 -6 2,314 c ¢ c ¢ ! c | ¢ ¢
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplles,except Elsctrical.... 14 wld . =17 524 -3 4,730 10 + 4 . d 531 ¢ 117 i 98 93
Surgical,Medical,and Hospital Eqpt.and Supplies... 6 -22 ~34 469 -2 4,460 4 +22 +3 631 ¢ 146 ; 91 123
MebalSinsoeoresanvovsentosasesnaanssansnsnnssseinn 6 + 1 -2 699 + 9 9,190 c ¢ c ¢ c i c c
Paper and Its ProductS.seecsscsescccsccvosss 22 -5 -14 2,308 +11 18,808 10 -9 -1 1,010 4 308 117 g1
Tobacco and Its ProductSeesssecsecveecsennss 39 =10 ~14 3,893 + 4 31,244 13 -9 -2 57 4 4 ; 3 ;. 33
Leather and Shoe FindingS..eecesoscssecsscvivesenes 4 -7 -8 95 -5 632 (] c c e ! e ) ¢
West North Cemiral.ceesssssssovsicosnasacnsssssssanss 277 _d -8 31,807 +5 278,679 174 *20 +4 31,780 148 ;123 1 131
Automotive Supplies.....ss 16 27 -2 876 +26 7,768 6 +12 -3 190 218 | 211 @ 217
Shoes and Other FOOLWeAr.esssacessscstssssovesases 4 =12 ~11 771 + 1 6,446 c e | ¢ [ [ [ [
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)eesseeseeiesse 16 -2 =10 2,923 + 4 22,310 5 +18 + 35 1,923 230 . 207 | 215
Elsctrical GoodSsieessosanas 32 +25 + 2 1,568 +12 11,648 28 +13 d 1,185 101 111 @ 101
Farm SupplieS,scecesssssescescssvrssaaveess 5 -l +19 1,573 + 4 12,968 [ [ c c (U (] <
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. 83 -1 wl? 9,613 +9 71,801 64 +26 + 6 14,080 170 . 136 | 139
BEOT e ensreasisosesarsssassvassoaiscosastsne 9 + 4 + 4 324 +13 1,851 5 +18 + 5 20 8 8 g
General HardWare..seecoeessrssscnsssansrrvsvacassss 13 +10 ~12 1,843 +10 23,308 12 +33 + 1 3,173 192 | 157 165
Industrial Suppli€S.ccececersvecssossccravsonninns 8 +18 =-10 47 + 1 3,548 c c e e i e i ¢ 3
Plumbing and Heating Suppli€Bescesccecsceccscocess 1R +10 - g 579 + 1 3,275 8 +32 -4 417 i 125 : 114 i 120
M¥achinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... [ -8 + 2 R55 d 1,493 s +39 -2 413 184 132 | 170
Paper and Its ProductS.ieecesesscsssenssnsassnansss s «10 =20 125 3 1,489 c ¢ [ ¢ e | ci c
Tobacco and Its Products.esesccecssosssasassssvons 13 12 ~11 645 + 2 7,765 8 =16 -7 168 i 85 E 55 | s2
South Atlantic..cceesesencesesseosasccsocossscsrases 423 + 1 =6 31,027 *+4 236,168 221 +3 =5 15,730 | 101 | 94 99
Automotive SuUPPliCS.cecesvessssscsancessscssascsss 27 +11 d 866 + 7 5,350 15 + 4 +1 481 ! 138 151 ¢ 130
Paints and VarnishesS.ieccicerssssvcvennanssnsnssne 4 + 8 22 116 -8 1,376 4 -3 + 1 : 206 | 78, 195 . 137
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeSieesssseesss 5 -7 «12 252 + 9 1,776 ¢ ¢ e ¢ ¢ ¢! ¢
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)ssesesscessses 25 -2 -8 2,597 + 7 20,069 s +19 -8 H 971 i 178 | 142 200
Dry GoodS.uesvsenssnssssanssssnssannsornse cees 13 -8 d 1,627 + 4 11,266 8 =11 ~20 { 1,183 g‘ 127 : 134 180
Electrical GoOUS.sevesseveovcescnnconioessvesnsans 53 - 8 =10 3,294 »10 24,488 52 +12 + 7 ) 2,800 4 77 ; 63 64
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.sseeessaccsovinssasnce 19 + 2 -3 1,73 + 1 10,855 6 +10 ~14 ; 84 | 13 ; 10 1.
Furniture and House Furnishings.eseccessvscscvocess . 5 -1 -7 235 -4 1,914 c c e c e’ c' ¢
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.. .o 125 -1 -9 8,583 +10 61,318 53 + 7 -5 4,228 ; 106 . 100 | 101
CONfectioneryiseevescserassssssaonsancsoans . - kL -5 -8 333 +10 3,454 12 *+30 + 2 17 i 100 ¢ 53 ' 84
Meats and'Meat Products, , .e 8 +15 +19 1,008 + 8 6,449 c [ [ e | e . e [
BEerucecsaccansncoenriviie oo 8 +12 + 1 338 + 6 2,352 4 +41 +14 4a 4§ 18 | 15 16
Genersl Hardware. vesese 2 -1 =10 1,887 + 7 14,397 13 +10 -5 1,611 3 176 : 158 173
Industrial Supplies 9 -2 =20 499 +1 6,376 6 +8 -1 515 | 145 © 128 1 114
JEWELT Y euaveessaansasassasosvosiasssscasvasannsonse 4 -23 -24 106 -6 1,158 [ 3 e e e ! ¢ e
ILumber and Building Materials.ceescicecsscacesness 11 + 8 -2 808 -1 3,973 5 + 6 -6 581 3 202 ' 191 - 216
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical.... 8 «10 -7 431 -2 2,754 4 -1 +7 465 | 304 274 252 o
MetalSeeesassuservsccacsnreascransessasassvnnssase 4 +1 «14 172 +9 1,116 [ [ c e [ e cd
10 -9 -1 530 -1 ! 4,628 c e c c e [ X c®
19 -11 -12 1,852 v2 | 16,947 12 a1 ] -1 a2 ;44 © 45 4 @
4 2

{Continued on. next page)



WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS £
JULY 1944 o
. e
i SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY-—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK~SALES RATIOS 2
¢ 1
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION ; Huaber of Percent change July Percent | Seven | Number of Feroont haage i iy s :
s ! . " $ o 1, !
KIND OF BUSINESS ; reporting | ULy 1944 July 1944 1944 r“""mge “‘ggzzs mp:nfng July 1944 | July 1944 1944 July | July | dJune
| sales Julvsig v e from 7 stocks Vs, VS, 1044 | 1943 | 1944
¥y 1943| June 1244 {Add 000} |mas. 1943 {Aad 000) July 1943 | June 1944 {Add 000) i
i
East South Central........ ©o 5 =5 $12,572 +10 $105,088 88 +9 =1 $7.220 114 g 113 | 108
Drugs and Sundries (1iquor excluded)..n. 12 -5 -7 1,928 + 8 14,712 c c e c e ¢ e
Dry GOOdS.suesevssnavesrsvcssaseonan 9 + 1 «15 1,208 + 9 10,381 ] e e c e . ] ¢
Electrical GOOdS.seeessesseares 12 +12 -8 516 +13 3,702 10 +22 +3 B4l 73 . &g &7
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables..ccscervrcacscimevenss 7 +14 -12 196 +9 2,498 c . © 3 [ c : ¢ c
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.css.eses 37 +2 -7 3,076 +13 22,888 19 +14 + 5 2,451 »o 1 110
COnLEctionerY. ecsesserassssoasevansoosnns 8 *17 -4 227 14 1,103 e | e c e c e’ S
Genieral Herdware..... 9 +10 -10 1,800 +8 14,830 4 -1 -~10 1,578 pRE) 137 115
Industrial Supplies.... ' s 439 + 5 333 +36 2,240 Ce ¢ [ ¢ c [ c
Plumbing and Heating Supplies..ic..ccseevesen e 4 +16 -3 95 +5 - 481 ¢ c < c ! ¢ e’ ¢
Machinery,lqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical.... 7 +3 -9 243 +13 1,481 s -4 -2 277 & 128 ., 130 114
Tobacco and Its Product8scesiieiessiniresscnvesass 5 -7 +3 834 d 5,751 ¢ c e LI ¢ ¢ ¢
est South Central...eveesee 248 =1 -8 24,138 +8 192,164 180 +9 =1 22,404 } 138 123 29
Automotive Supplies..... 18 +11 -3 427 +19 4,334 -12 +22 -1 593 141 128 138
Drugs and Sundries (liquor exr.luded) . 17 -2 -5 2,588 +8 21,708 8 +21 + 4 3,635 258 07 | 24
Dry GoodS..csceaess 7 + 4 d 1,032 -2 6,386 5 +25 -7 1,076 188 145 1689
Elsctrical Goods.. renee 28 +11 +3 1,321 -5 8,725 R2 +31 -8 883 75 &8 83
Groceries and Foods, except Fam Products 12 -7 -7 10,694 +6 82,844 82 +3 -3 9,426 121 108 115
Confectionery.... 5 + 3 «16 28 +17 357 c [ c c ¢
General Hardware 12 +8 -4 1,837 2 19,009 8 +20 +8 1,892 183 , 145 181
Industrial SupplieS.cescsewevis . o 4 =20 ~16 1,432 +5 12,142 [ c [ c 1 ¢ c
Surgical,ledical,and Hospital Eqpb a.nd Supplles.. 4 +18 12 83 +27 831 [ e [ [] e e <
Tobaceo and Its Products.......................... 8 -7 -2 1,071 + 8 7,406 [ . ¢ e e ¢ [} ¢
HOUNtain, e esserasoeness 125 -6 =12 9,345 +2 69,794 85 #13 -6 9,653 160 127 145
Automotive Stppliss vesoasas 15 +15 -5 316 +18 2,987 (] ¥1i8 + 9 [-PE] P34 ; 228 159
Electrical GoodS...aceivsscesssrsacrssrionans wes 13 + 3 +8 574 =9 4,173 10 +3 +3 S0 90 86 8z
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Productas. 43 - -18 3,324 +8 20,244 38 s #20 -8 5,180 170 ’ 133 . 153
Genersl HOTGWArE.:..sssesssenasesssssoores 6 + 53 «18 728 + 9 5,128 ¢ e ¢ © c o ¢
Lumber snd Building Materiala.. revesrsane 5 «26 =10 8l4 ~18 5,685 4 =9 -1 888 us ;92 102
Tobacco Bad The Productste.eseansocssnsassoeraarae s -28 «11 229 -2 1,623 c [ ) ¢ el G, ¢
Paciﬁ.c............................. 282 - * 4 =7 40,364 x5 - 358,682 139 14 +4 8,861 pht:] 110 & 1977
Automotive Supplies...e.s. 82 +19 -4 1,889 +268 11,920 30 +16 | +3 1,737 188 = 181 178
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes. 8 -5 10 132 cood 903 e © ¢ ¢ e, CS ]
Shoes snd Other Footwear... & -3 ~21 199 ~4 1,608 ¢ ¢ ¢ c i . <
DEY (0008, ovevcrursnrsens 9 -14 -8 1,18 -8 8,71 o I o e el e e
Flectrical GoodSesessescooves 25 -9 =13 3,584 13 27,876 2§ + 4 -2 3,082 8 | 78 7
Dairy and Poultry Products... 4 -8 -3 870 ~13 5,003 [ ] © c c c ¢
Fresh Fruits and Vegetablas., 8 + 3 +12 1,827 -3 10,641 6 37 ~21 258 1s ¢ 12 22
Furniture and House PurnlshiBgS.essseccisiorsie 5 4 -9, 1,089 -5 9,221 © c ¢ c c- c c
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products,.. a7 + 5 <10 9,050 +14 113,720 22 +11 -1 6,437 i 108 108 , 98
Meats and Meat ProductS..cesssesivsccvecrasiss 5 +28 +3 784 +13 7,338 [ e c N <! c ¢
7 +10 d 267 -5 1,831 c c . © e c, < <
13 -6 =10 4,505 -2 41,188 . 7 + 7 -3 5,608 [ 187 © 188 185
Tndustrial SuppliBs.ssseeeeses 5 ~11 -4 1,608 -8 13,640 5 +18 +2 2,453 § 153 1B 143
Plumbing and Heating Supplies..... 5 + 1 -5 1,801 =12 10,765 [ [ < Q [ ¢
Lunber and Building Materdals... 10 -8 d 653 +1 9,127 6 | v28 + 5 T 1z 88 118
Machinery,Eqpti ,and Supplies,exce: 6 -3 12 359 -4 3,878 4 +21 -2 w4 Bl 60 75
4 -1 -8 458 + 7 3,531 ¢ ¢ ¢ el z e c
Paper and Its Products. 4 +8 -1 428 +1 - 4,041 [ ¢ c ¢ < c c
Tobacco and [ts Products..iseicese 18 -3 -2 1,851 + 4 11,911 7 14 1. -7 247 4 5% | 38 52
Leather and Shoe FLAGLNES.esssorrscnensivransonnes 4 418 -3 91 +8 938 ¢ c ¢ ol < < <
i x
: t e R .
The Stock sales ratios are percentages obteined by dividing stocks by sales for an identical group of firms.

Number does not apply in all cases to the year-to-date [igures.

Insufficient data to show separately.
Lesa than 0.5 percent.

States Comprising Geographic Divisions

New England - {Conn,, Maine, Mass., N. Hiy R L., V&)

Hicdle Atlantic - (N. J., N, Y., Pz

East North Central ~ (Iil,, Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
Hest North Central - {Iowa, Kans,, Minn., Mo., Nebr.,
M. Dak., $. Dak.)

South Atlantic - (Del., D. C., Fla., Ge., Md., ¥. C., S. C., Va,, ¥ Va.)
East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn,}

West South Central - (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)

Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Yont., Nev,, N, Mex,, Utsh, ¥so.}
Pacific - {Caiif., Oreg., Wash.}
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WHOLESALERS' SAIES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS |
AUGUST 1944 '

Sales of wholesalers, as reported by 2,772 establishments, were 6 percent higher
for August 1944 than for August 1943, according to an ahnouncement released today by
J. C. Capt, Director of the Census. . August sales were 8 percent over the dollar volume
for July this year, and year-to-date sales stood 4 percent shead of sales for the first 8
months of the corresponding period of 1943.

Of the 34 wholesale trades shown Separately in this report, 3 showed substantial
sales gains for Augast 1944 compared with August 1943-~automotive supplies, up 22 percent;
beer, up 19 percent; and wines and liguors, up 19 percent. Moderate increases were re—
vealed for wholesalers of metals (12%),full-line wholesalers of groceries and foods (11%),
specialty lines of groceries and foods (10%), drugs and sundries (9%), general hardware
(8%), and tobacco and its products (7%). Wholesalers of clothing and furnishings, shoes
and other footwear, and lumber and building materials showed virtually no change from
August a year ago., The largest increase for August vs. July this year occurred in the

sales of furniture. and house furnishings (26%); the largest decrease (11%) was noted by
wholesalers of farm supplies; : ‘ '

Inventories, in terms of dollars based on cost values, at the close of August
1944, were 7 percent higher than those of August 1943,  The dollar value of wholesalerst
stocks at the close of August 1944 was almost the same as that recorded on July 31, 1944.
Stocks of paints and varnishes were up 18 percent, August 1944 s, August 1943; leather
and shoe findings, up 17 percent; automotive supplies, up 15 percent; and plumbing and
heating supplies, up 12 percent. A decrease of 9 percent was noted in the stocks of paper
and its products, and wholesalers of tobacco and its products reported stocks down 28 perw

cent. Stocks on hand for August 1944 increased 13 percent over July 1944 for both chem-
icals and beer. . :

August 1943, and 122 for July 1944. Wholesalers of confectionery with a 6 percent increase
in sales and 10 percent larger inventories, showed a stock-sales ratio of 83 this August
as against 82 last August. Sales were down 7 percent for wholesalers of optical goods, and
inventories were down 9 percent,reflected in a stock-sales ratio of 123 for August 194) as
against 130 for August 1943. Wholesalers of chemicals noted a 10 percent gain in sales and
a L percent increase in inventories——a stock-sales ratio of 90 for this August compared
with 94 a year ago. For August 1944, wholesalers of industrial supplies of hardware re-
ported a L percent sales decrease and inventories up 11 percent,resulting in a stock-sales
ratio of 152 as against 127 in August 1943, Of the 33 trades for which stock-sales ratios
are shown, 16 showed increases for August 194), compared with August 1943.

The stocke-sales vratio for 1,690 wholesalers was 109 for August 1944, 109 for

Collections on accounts receivable were almost 10 percent higher for August 194l
than for August 1943, and 5 percent over those for July 1944, The collection percentage
for August 1944 was 1243 for August 1943, 113; and for July 194k, 118, Accounts réceivable
were L percent less on August 1, 194 than on August 1, 1943; and at the beginning of this

August the amount of outstandings was slightly (2%) less than the outstandings recorded
on July 1, 1944, ‘

This monthly study is conducted Jointly by the National Association of Credit
Men and the Bureau of the Census. Detailed figures are presented in the following tables
in summary for the United States and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing ine
dividual operations, by geographic divisions. .

2-377%



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON
WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES
AUGUST 1944
D ) !
' SALES—-CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE | INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOS &
Number of Percent change P . Number of Percent change . i
KIND OF BUSINESS A ioms August Pehrcent Eight firms i August 31, :
reporting Avg. 1944, Aug. 1944 1944 change months reporting Aug. 1944 Aug. 1944 i 1944 August |August | July
sales® vs. 4 Ve from 8 1944 e tochs vs. vs. | 1944 | 1943 | 1944
. 1843 9 mos. 1943 Aug. 19 J 9.
hug. 1945| July 1944 | 54 go0) (Add 000) . ug. 1943 | July 1944 | 00 oo

UNITED STATES 2,772 + 8 ‘ + 8 $318,447 + 4 $2,838,441 1,690 + 7 -1 | -$212,047 108 109 122
" i - : ’ ; e __i_ ——

Automotive SUPDLiBS .. sreeveasrosesoonssinracsonsase 253 +2% +11 i 7,935 | +R2 60,404 187 +15 + R 5,808 i 143 | 158 154

Chemicals (industrial)eveceviosersssevenvorurineons 15 +10 + 9 i ga7 | ¢ 12,781 | 9 i + 4 +13 546 S0 : o4 84

Paints and VarnishesS..evecaccersnsontusarirasacenve 61 + 7 + 5 | 4,574 + 9 41,581 15 +18 + 1 ; 1,799 123 115 130

Clothing and Furnishings, except Bho2Seeeveccacsons 35 + 1 +16 3,577 +11 25,331 | 13 +10 -8 608 87 7% 118

Shoes and Other FOOLWEAT..esesssrerssssnsorssonsssr | RS + 1 + 5 15,939 -1 129,881 | 14 -~10 -5 3,507 a4 49 54

C08Leeuensarensvviasiosesivsansssornsonadastaaidonses R + 9 +13 2,801 + 2 : 23,424 i 5 + 9 +1L 1,636 132 ¢ 138 143

. ! | i )

Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) sveoseresairene 134 + 8 +17 d 26,199 + 5 i 222,109 101 +11 [ 33,338 186 @ 185 197

Dry GoodS.cassesesensarsssses T P | 34 R 1 +24 15,600 ¢ 148,348 ¢ 45 R -8 14,046 115 | 114 150

Electrical GoodS.sssssesaes aecsisucernanaans 26 -2 | + 8 i 23,816 -5 ! 200,406 § 254 + 8 -1 15,158 70 &2 75

Dairy and Poultry ProductS.esssesvesassvasevess 35 -5 + 8 3,282 -2 : 30,792 16 -8 -23 283 27 ¢ 28 35

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,iisessssvrsassvecesinsn 8z | +8 | -3 5,823 c 55,288 42 -3 -3 414 1L 15 11

Farm Suppli@Ssecesevesesvevensovocsaassosussiornsee 20 =7 ‘ -1l 3,014 ¥ 4 l 30,746 iR ¢ + 4 1,757 150 i 153 142

Furniture and House FurnishingS.sseseesscnsesaneees 45 + 2 26 4,524 ~12 : 42,614 20 + 5 + 1 2,008 86 89 115

i )

Groceries and Foods, exﬁept Farm ProductSeessesvsse 66L | +9 + 9 74,436 10 677,469 415 + R -2 51,347 111 120 128
Full-line wholesalers™i.eeecescersovcncssssctanes 370 ! +11 +11 38,128 + 9 | 320,164 240 c -1 29,840 115 124 127
Voluntary-group WholesalerS..cueesssssevesronacses 139 + 5 + 7 22,343 + 8 : 207,892 92 + 3 -3 13,965 117 124 138
Retaller—cooperative WarehouseS..eescssssscrasien 18 +12 +12 5,185 +8 ! 39,787 13 + 4 -1 3,135 96 102 112

134 +10 + 7 8,772 +14 | 109,626 70 +12 -2 4,407 88 93 97
55 + 6 +10 1,144 + 8 | 10,193 26 - +10 + 3 830 85 82 91

Meats and Meat ProductS.eesecesscsasocsscacesvoeais 65 -4 -12 27,479 w1 ’ 256,525 ’ 50 + 6 -7 4,613 43 i 4 456

BEET e s e s s s ensesasssasiotssssanssssssensasarssasesas 80 +18 + 8 2,175 +8 16,008 3 | +8 +13 205 15 16 14

#ines and LiguorSicessvssssrsssocovassrioisessivene 17 +19 -1 2,632 +16 : 58,974 i1 | +13 + 2 1,829 102 107 104

Total HArdAare GIoUP.ssevesesssssescorsosrasivesene 318 + 5 + 9 38,919 + L 341,359 178 +12 -1 36,818 164 152 183
Genaral hardware.....sceoesvass 138 + 8 +12 23,1582 + 4 . 210,868 83 +12 T2 26,230 171 166 124
Industrial suppli®S.icsveessane 82 -4 + 9 9,189 i -5 | 83,829 49 +11 4 8,587 152 127 162
Plumbing and heating supplieS.eeesscveesarsvosees 98 + 6 R 6,538 | +1 46,662 43 +12 -1 2,001 133 126 182

GEWELET e eu s nsnrenrssersisnosssassocasnrnesonnansces 38 -9 +21. 1,342 ! -2 13,008 § 20 -3 -5 1,264 153§ 144 | 181

Optical GOOdS.eseseessstsanrocesssnrasssonirocessos 14 -7 +6 - ”52 || +5 2,130 6 -8 + 2 125 123 130 1R4

Lumber and Building Materials...ececcesvessaocecise 57 -1 +10 4,202 -4 : 42,137 33 ¢ + 1 2,710 118 110 125

Machinery,Equipment ,and Supplies,except Electrical. 54 + 2 +10 2,476 c i 26,309 40 + 4 -2 3,008 147 145 168

Surgical,Medical,and Hospital Bqpt. and Supplies... 21 + 4 +18 1,047 +4 8,837 12 +11 -1 985 126 114 157

MEtALS auaasrenrsesrasnusssssssuissoservosrasssstcons 23 +12 + 9 3,278 +11 ! 36,076 13 +12 -1 3,605 137 142 157

Paper and Tbs ProdUehS..eesesssessessossosaasaocani . 76 -3 +23 6,420 +6 ! 62,126 -85 -9 -1 3,269 105 | 107 | 1R9

PetroloUn. civeervsecsenis [ e T & -3 +10 289 + 7 4,094 e e e e e e e

Tobaceo and Its ProducCtSeessessosaercarssrs 147 + 7 +12 19,439 + 4 162,365 63 ~28 + 6 4,964 45 71 49

Leather and Shoo FindingSeeieeessvrecinscervecones 19 -2 +15 43) | -4 3,454 4 9 +17 -8 282 187 158 206

MiSCElLlaNEOUS seevesvssaraanvesorvesstissysosesaans 48 i +52 . - 11,088 | +34 92,644 ° 44 +43 + 3 15,503 158 178 148

i : i M :

I N | i
These stock sales ratios ere percentages ottained by dividing stocks by sales for an identical group of firms.
Nunber does not apply in all cases to the year-to-date figures.
Less than 0.5 percent,
Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.,
Insufficient data to show separately.

[ 2=V s I - )
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WHOLESALERS’ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

AUGUST 1944

KIND OF BUSINESS'

Number
of firms
reporting

COLLECTION PERCENTAGESa

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

August
1944

August
1943

July
1944

Percent change

August 1944
vs.
August 1943

August 1944
Vs,
July 1944

As of

August 1,
1944

(Add 000)

UNITED STATES

2,152

124

113

118

-4

-2

$198,997

AUtOmOLIVE SUDPLieS.eenrerrirreensencrensusereosersisnsennneosnss
Chemicals (ANAUSEILAL) 4seaesraineensvoonsosioeronrcnensensonnesss
Paints and Varnishes.ceseseesseiiorctcosssoneoennsnsnconcoossnnse
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShOESiassaeesonnrisvncscossosnesn
Shoes and Other FoOLWearee..vesssrsrssessesesorserarassonnarasess

C08Laecuoninraenssasnsenensononssssaenroniionsonionernonesesscsons

Drugs and Sundries (1liquor eXcluded)..ceeessaesscenoseansocsosess
DY GOOAS.soronaserussacensenasiocssassnioacasssescrenanssssssnce
Eloctrical GOOScuusuaeseeeasoresnnsnsnsessioerennseanassrensensy
Dairy and Poultry ProduUClSeveessessensssscscsanssencnnsrsensnnone
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,..
Farm SupplieS.sessevcesossseces
Furniture and House FUrnishings.eeseccesceisers-virncesnsssorssnns

®oeessenssainssairsnn

®evevenisacaseneaniy

Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductScscescessseccssesossssess
Full=line Wholesalers®. .. veeieesecaeoncsonereorssanseensoannes
Voluntary~group WholeSalerSaseesssscessccrocsosssnsesnsnescssne
Retailer-cooperative WarehoUSES.seeeeeesesvessosrressvannseinss
Specialty lineS.cieiseevesrurrrsaseioceaneronenasasovssonnennens

CONTECt I OMEr Y e tavuseranstssonrisssrssnncesnsncasnsssonrosoncsnes

Heats and Heal ProduetS..usciscerivessoioesessosecasesesssnancasese

Beer.........,.........,.....................................,...

Wines aNd LigQUOTSeeeesevacnoacssscrosonesnessonanssnesintonsonens

TotBl HArdwWare GroUDeseesscceiessenesesanesasosasssoensnsasonsnrs
CGeneral hardWare.se.sseiesssaersnseioesnsioracncsnnnnrcnsonsnne
Industrial SuUpplieS.sscosecsionvove
Plumbing and heating SUPDIieS.eveesnceessrecscanerorssesioosan

L R RN X ]

JOHE LI uscnasensinesoctineanasnssssossacesssansacisssrobonnnsises
Optical (OO0QSueersseacerencsonsssannscsosasinosasrrassessscessees
Lumber and Building Materials....eescecasescsossesssnncessasssses
Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies, except Electricalicecveseeses
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment and Supplies...veeeveen

O S D

Paper and Its ProductS.eessssicsscscsansessenassconacasssnrasaoes
POLrOLetWNe cosnnnsosanvrcrnsoniansrascuscrosssnsssisn

Tebacco and I8 ProductS.seececivsscnsvvessnnesenns
Leather and Shoe FiNAiNgS...escsasscesosereconisceessoranasasracs
M SCEl L aNEOUS . suvivsserarsaosocsasossuosasaotnesssnieeantsrsssnns

Leesssosncin

assssseanene

R05
14
27
31
R2
12

122
72
04
20
64
15
39

504
279
109
15
101
R7
58

18
12

283
123
7L
89

28
11
S1
43
19
]

66
4
100
15
43

i

84
100
87
83
94
117

108
76
20

211

195

163
o1

169
161
178
239
157
150
24

200
238

98
103
98
85

7L
89
107
95
65
126

89
93
{11
94
147

179
76

152
142
150
259
150
137
207

164
R83

90
97
86
77

74
86
108
85
90
120

83
99
182
A%

149

96
90
80
76
ol
108

100
75
88

195

196

168
87

155
147
160
R41
147
140
217

195
266

94
99
b4
81

72
89
108
8¢9
63
126

94
91

.198

90
147

+16
-8
-11
+14
=13

+28
+11

-1
-6

-3
+52

1+
o O3
o (3]

MHQODOR @05 UIO,Q -

e+

Ve o+

4,930

872
1,118
4,028
6,881
2,167

19,350
18,926
19,216
793
2,263
1,224
4,101

53,880
18,633
9,048
1,767
4,432
470
12,723

334
577

33,854
18,584
7,796
7,474

1,224

192
3,641
2,323
1,329
2,525

5,707
"84
6,562
358
7,255

o a8eyg

2 Collection percentages sre obtained by dividing the collections
Less than 3.5 percent.
¢ Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

by accounts rsceivable for an identical group of firms,.



WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY CGEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
AUGUST 1944

o U e e e o =i :
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES-—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MGNTH (At Cost) - STOCK-SALES RATIOS®
. o H ! i - 7 s
! Percent chaage ' Humt Percent change
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION ! Nun;t;:sor ! - hugust l;e::negnst giﬁ::ls ﬁm;f ! pugust 31,
’ i Aug, 1944 Aug, 1944 . . A A
KIND OF BUSINESS | reporting | U8, 1944 Hue. B fron 8 Toaq | reporting | ey 198 | Mues A% | a0ae ugist) hugust, | July
i b stocks : M
* salos’ | hug, 1943 |0y 1944 | s gog) [mese 2998 | (a4 000) hug. 1948 | July 1944 | (0 0oy

; i ;

New England...cseevecossaseesarasessascin | 180 -3 +10 315,464 -l $138,973 112 +7 -1 $10,272 104 g4 ju8
Automotive Supplies..csveiseeesisvaseraraicsreneion ) % +15 +17 62 +11 9 [ [ [ < [ (] ¢
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) vvesosironseaes 12 + 4 +14 1,736 + 2 13,890 10 + 2 -2 2,303 l 18l ' 168 189
DIy GO0dSsavassaconsssnasiioanscsesnrionesioace . ] -6 +25 180 ER] 1,422 5 -16 +5 145 85 & 93 100
Electrical Goods..... sncavese \ 26 -52 +8 1,341 ~18 13,514 23 -8 -4 843 84 i 48 73
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,.a..... '2 +1g ) *13 ggi ’ul. g,:gg [ e ] : : D : ! 2
Furniture and House Furnishings.....eecevee B - + ~; y c [ e i !
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSsececsseses | 27 { . d + 3 2,895 + 4 24,740 14 +3 +3 1,336 | 130 : 136 : 137
Confectmnery...,........,.........................| 4 i ~15 + 9 74 ~10 588 c c [ [ j 1 ¢ [
Yeats and Meat ProductSe.c..ecsreciscccnecesarcrcoe ) ! -2 +23 2,684 -8 20,264 5 +24 -2 892 q 37 29 47
General Hardwar.esscoocesosssrsnssnsanvenssrsonsse 8 H +12 -6 350 *13 2,204 e c c (I e c . e
Tndustrial Suppli€S.eseceseveccivarnrsinsvensssasing l il | -13 +3 540 -12 5:635 7 + 1 4 892 , 222 194 238
Plumbing and Heating Supplies...cceeivsnsrscescaces (] : +37 +37 i 86 + 6 695 c c ! c [ c [ c
ﬁna::inery,sqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical..... l 3 ] ‘lg +§i g% -li i,go"; 8 12 i +3 i 504 | 274 261 337

e Sesnensosessesenasessensorrssuctsctssscnsseveen ¢ H - + -4 [3 ¢ [ i [ ¢ c ¢
Paper and Its PrOQUCES s aseesennesranssencrsvansnsel 8 ! -3 +11 334 + 5 2:648 1 -7 -4 187 | 88 g8 101
Tobacco and Its ProductS.sssessessssvasissssncvenes! 1 -4 +15 1,848 -1 17,115 ¢ ¢ [} [ e ] [

! N ' .

BEALE ALLAMLAG. sanoesnvbassasinssnesrrsrasssasaesses 523 | +2 £7 63,552 + 4 561,445 308 t 4 _.d 30,027 92 94 100
éuti::otm suppﬁzs......... P R L L L L 3’; ‘ :'.zg *12 6;3 :22 4,% aoc +21c + 4(: ‘7290 mc ‘ 170c moe

aints AINESNESsasnosrenonsenssnsssessneasacse | | - . .
gtothingdag:h};m-?is:ings, except SNOeScvesarnonvras 13 i +z§ «%g 2,21’{ ~li 1'2.32 : 2 : : g z . :

oes  an  FOOLWEAT e vassacssnassservaensensass * + - ;

Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)sseescvsscecaos 21 i +6 +15 5,001 +3 45:464 15 +9 +1 4,415 150 149 173

Ory GoodS.esssesenrersssisuscnsss wevaviaen 29 + 2 +24 4,528 -4 37,916 15 -4 -5 1,778 113 ¢ 113 143

E1eCtrical GoodSnnnseensssnsnsesnsssnssnsrnsnares &1 -8 a2 © 5,484 -7 48,424 52 +a -2 | 288 ! s s 5B

Dairy and Pouliry Products..ceccsscees wesevuinn 8 =24 -3 7% + 5 32,770 4 -8 32 154 ]l 30 ;. 2B 47

Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.sesvrasenconsanevssncncs 17 +19 +1 769 -2 8,618 8 ~15 ~15 ! 47 |i 8 12 11

Furniture and House Furnishings.eeecssecocrcoascsss 12 +21 «21 602 11 7,191 5 ~21 =15 154 § 35 ] 52

Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSsceesseces 87 + 2 + 4 10,985 +9 26,469 37 +7 -2 4,790 i 109 107 1i8

CONLeCtioNerTeonanoscevsaossnssasossvasssaisorcascns 4 +3 +5 [:2 +10 445 [ c c [ e . ¢ .e
Weats and Meat Products..c.ecveesisves dasrevenns 21 -7 -5 8,553 -3 68,208 19 ~5 ~10 472 1 37 | 46 45

BEOTscesenasusrsencssrvsnsssvecssosasnsas PPRIEN 1 1 +22 +20 412 +13 2,769 6 +13 +20 18 (] 8 [:]

Ceneral Hardwar€.c.seceecsissessssonvssascsosiocannne 26 + 4 +23 3,003 + 2 £6,659 16 +10 -1 3,073 4 182 162 215

Industrial SupplieS.sciessivenrsenorciveresenssacainn 2L -2 + B 1,933 ~13 22,876 12 +11 + 2 ) 1,182 1: 100 74 104

Plumbing and Heating SUPPlies...e.evvssvecsssesenes 25 +8 #18 988 + 4 9,465 12 + 7 d 522 i 108 97 125

JEWELT Y earvoaransoneiossnossrrasnnsssionscnes . 2 -1 ! +35 393 +1 3,375 4 -10 -2 248 ¢ 132 | 149 164

Optical GOOAS..evevssessasessrsiossnsonvassasasssne 6 -2 + 7 126 d 1,107 c ¢ ¢ ¢ | ¢ ¢ ¢
Lumber and Building Materials....eecseesevevsacecens 8 + 86 +10 488 -1 7,334 4 - +3 -8 o 222 ¢ 100 - 209 107

gﬁcmﬁ'ﬁmﬂd Supplics. exoept Electrle ot - ! e 2,28 . o oed 15 15 i L S
Paper g UCLS et vsennsasnnsassioranasasnese - + 2, + - :

Tobacco and Its PrOQUCES.esssseseaeressssesennases 12 s17 | 2 7,058 +10 52,064 26 38 «11 a0 | a5 87 46

! :

East Horth Centraleceescovsrviserscersusooscaonanncns 545 : +98 ! 1 586,269 +.5 479 69 344 +4 =2 @268 . 100 108 us
Autonotive SUPPIEeS.ecivcriversssrccvinrvatacoaiaine 64 ) +20 ] + 6 1,733 #22 13,949 43 +10 + 2 1,378 =« 130 1452 142
Paints and VaInisheS.eesesscsvassessnarsonsvscessas 8 : -85 d 410 I + 8 3,178 e ! [ c e & c ¢ ¢
Clothing and Furmishings, except Shoes...eci.esecee 9 « 7T +23 270 -1 1,648 4 ! +32 ! +10 75 ¢ 160 108 158
Drugs and Suncries (liquor excluded).. ceveeres 23, +11 +17 4,669 +8 40,283 v +10 | = 5,203 4 148 148 179
Dry 50008 cseansesssnsansavorstoessscrsnvacsvansacons g8 | + 2 t +28 1,088 -1 ! 10,028 4 +12 ! ~16 783 . 8l 74 123
Electrical Go0US..esenssesissasiassossrsonconveassne 61 t +13 : +11 5,283 + 8 E 45,594 46 +13 { +1 3,242 73 7 79
Dairy and POULLIY ProdUCtS.eesssissosssonesionarces 2 1 -4 | .5 601 -3 5,201 ) 7 -20 1 -10 7 & 19 22 19
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS..cecsainioveiocossccase 15 i + 8 : -1 967 -4 8,184 9 +10 : -1 : 185 27 2 . 28
Farm SUPPLIS.csesssrsescsorsssanisrse 5 7 -1 737 #15 | 4,424 ¢ e i e | e ¢ e ¢
Furniture and House Furnishings..eeecessrsressocance 7 ; 4 +35 4€0 ~12 ; 3,581 4 -25 -7 | @3y 72 107 124

l i l : : ‘ : e

(Continued on next page)
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

AUGUST 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-T0~-DATE INVENTORY—END--OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RaTIOS®
Percent change Percent change
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Nmrnxi;:::r . & hugust Percent Eight Nm;;?:;;f g August 31, :
KIND OF BUSINESS e hug. 1944 | Aug. 1944 1944 change months ? |hug. 1944 |Aug, 1944 | jo44 August| August | July
porting from 8 1944 reporting
sales? Vs, V8. . mos, 1043 stocks AEX3 P vsig . 1944 | 1845 | 1944
Aug. 1945 | July 1944 | 00 g0 . (Add 000) Aug. 1943 |July 194 (Add. 000) :
East North Central (continued) <
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. evasanaey 112 +13 +12 $15,746 +11 $129,661 84 -2 -1 $13,457 117 133 133
Confectianery......................... 10 d + 5 204 + 5 1,538 5 vod + 7 ke 60 61 | 60
Meats and Meat ProductSesescvesesscss 19 -4 =10 4,740 -5 44,409 15 +10 -2 2,001 49 4 -, 43
BEETuscenesusesensvonnsosaisacsnnaosn 17 +17 + 9 684 + 9 4,948 10 +13 -2 52 15 16 | 18
Wines and LiGUOTS.sscssorsscsscsossosansrsscansoncns B +13 -4 927 -2 8,403 5 «15 -9 855 83 108 87
General Hardwar€,eesseseescesesssassiassevecansorse 16 +14 +17 3,045 + 2 33,026 11 + 9 -5 3,831 144 148 | 179
Industrial SupplieS.sucsseeecnssiscse 13 -4 + 1 1,112 -3 10,451 8 +11 -2 436 mz | g6 | 124
Plumbing and Heating Supplies.eseesse ie + 5 +12 748 + 4 5,804 14 + 5 -3 894 144 [ 180 1178
JEWELI e vsvosssorcasscsnserorsnssasassvnssessnansse 9 -22 +39 19 -7 2,513 4 -17 =12 163 e o111 !as
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical..... 13 -5 + 4 407 -3 5,334 10 + 2 ~d 531 111§ 104 17
Surgical ,Medical,and Hospital Egpt, and Supplles. e 7 -3 +24 668 -2 5,198 4 +19 d 629 113 89 ' 148
Metals........................... 6 +1 -2 692 +10 10,750 4 ~15 -8 641 170 198 | 198
22 d +22 2,331 + 9 21,2877 8 ) -1 838 104 © 116 ; 128
35 + 3 +13 4,041 + 4 35,208 9 -10 + 8 469 3L+ 37 | 36
Leather and Shoe FindingSe.sssreeceesossevossnacss 4 -1 +12 108 =5 738 ¢ ¢ ¢ [ e ¢’ [
West North Central...ecssescssesessscossnscssocsossace 278 +10 +16 36,304 +5 325,134 189 + 7 =2 33,420 122 I 125 1145
21 ¥16 +10 1,086 +25 9,437 10 +21 =1 268 205 . 211 227
Chemicals (industrial).esesceecvessceosnes 4 +15 + 8 r68 +14 1,878 ¢ ¢ c c ¢! ¢ c
Shoes and Other Foolwear.sieecevesssoseves 4 +20 +49 1,146 + 3 7,592 . c ¢ ¢ [} c: ¢’ ¢
15 +11 +19 3,137 - + 5 25,598 13 +10 d 4,352 165 ¢ 168 ' 201
4 + 1 +24 7,153 + 2 52,435 [ [ ¢ c L c [
29 T d 1,344 +11 13,132 26 +13 -1 1,189 104 | 103 105
Farm SupplieS.cecesssssssassescassesssasssssasassns 4 -2 -24 743 + 3 13,711 c c [ 1 c ¢ [
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.... 3 +18 *16 8,304 + 9 81,950 53 -4 -6 5,435 105 ' 119 1119
14 +11 +16 3,707 + 8B 39,583 13 +13 -1 6,199 176 , 174 ; 210
Industrial SupplieS.eeseecsss 9 +17 +12 513 + 2 3,903 [ c [ c c c: [
Plumbing and Heating Supplies... 14 +7 + 3 646 +R 3,969 ] +24 + 1 $09 141 k5 141
Lvmber and Building MaterialS..eceevsesssscssssanen ? +20 +24 837 -2 4,806 c . c c c ¢ et ¢
Paper and Its ProductS.esssecessssesississsronsnese [ d +25 147 + 3 1,698 c e c [ e el e
Tobacco and Its ProductS.cceessscssscessscesssesnan 14 -7 + 4 €87 + 2 9,147 5 ~18 -8 145 s7 ' 69 ' 66
SCth AL1ANEIC.seaeeresnsoansssnaressinasavsorsassoss 428 +8 +9 35,680 +5 276,006 239 +7 -2 20,807 101 ¢ 101 ‘loe
Automotive SUpplieS.eesesescsssssccsrasencsrncaccses 27 +35 +2 1,011 +11 6,481 - 15 +3 - 362 1 109 : 143 133
Paints and VarnisheS.s.esvececcerssrencesnioersvosre 5 ~16 +8 208 =10 1,581 5 -2 -1 | 277 4 135 | 116 | 148
Clething and Furnishings, except Sho€S...cevescoces 4 -8 +14 288 - + B 2,035 c c [ e ! c . . [ [
Drugs and Sundries {liguor excluded)essessecscssves 25 + 8 C+l4 2,950 + 7 23,168 15 +11 d | 3,072 § 181 © 176 204
Dry GoodSeeeeesssssonncrsreonccorses cesesrveinn 13 + 6 +28 2,026 + 4 13,202 8 - & ~11 1,189 ¢ 113 120 148
Electrical GoodS.ecescvecssonssssencassssoonenssnne 47 . +11 +20 3,974 -8 28,462 456 +5 -7 2,342, L0 - 62 7
Fresh Fruits and VegelableS.cesessscescnns 16 -1 -5 1,133 d 11,988 6 -7 «18 51 4 12 12 13
Furniture and House Furnishings.esvecssees 4 =11 +28 268 -13 2,182 < [ [ e ! c c [
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. 124 + 9 +12 9,140 +10 70,795 80 + 8 +3 4,737 i 01 ' 105 109
Confectioneryeeeeeerassenvecasaresesvasoes 20 +12 +12 426 +10 4,022 10 +16 -5 w8 | 63 : 6L 1 76
6 +17 =12 888 +9 7,417 4 + 4 ~19 343 b 89 ' 44 42
7 +22 +22 401 +8 2,757 c c e LI ¢ c: 3
R4 +15 +12 2,812 | + 8 16,989 14 +15 + 1 1,782 & 148 149 - 161
11 + 7 +9 €38 | + 2 7,600 7 +14 -3 568 1 109 113 14l
Lumber and Building Mater:.als. arerrsanessenneosense 12 + € + 5 880 o4 4,888 5] +6 + 6 690 : 21L 210 203
Machinery,Egpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical..... [ +1 +13 287 -1 3,041 4 d d 466 - 2069 284 - 304
I 4 +5 -2 16% + 8 1,285 c ¢ c c ¢ ¢ ey
Paper and Its ProductS..eeescessesssrvesrocesscaars g -1 +15 498 -1 5,124 4 =18 -8 37 - 129 153 152 %
18 + 6 +RL 1,882 + 2 18,955 9 ~16 +1 4 . 36 47 43
i ! I —

(Continusd on next page)



WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
AUGUST 1944

g afed

SALES—CURRENT MONTH i; SALES-—YEAR~TO~DATE . INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) ]I STOCK-SALES RATIOS&
E—— e e ; ; . 5 wi i~ :
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION | Number or | _Percent chamge iy | PeTOent © Eigai G Numbor orj Forcens chang® . jugust 51 } ‘ i
i hugus i ; s i P i ’ LN
KIND OF BUSINESS ; teé::‘tﬂfng Au'. 1 $4 Aug. 1938 . | rf_’;ﬂgg | *;;;*4 . eé:?’;‘fng hug. 1944 Aug, 1944 | 1944 Avgust | August| July
sales® AU P e ' stocks VSt Y . 19443 1943 | 1944
, Aug. ..9113 JuW 1944 * 1 (add 000} i}mos. 1943 ; (4dd_000) Aug. 1943 IJulJ 1044 ! (aad g00) : f
L 1 H ! T ¥ H
3
Bast S0uth CENtIal.. v ciessescenainrsirnnnnnsasniin | s 12 +8 | 0 | $116,964 m e l .4 | gs.g85 8 oz | 128
Automotive Supplies.. PR 6 i +27 +12 ! +30 ' 7,084 g . +29 i 7 H 211 ;15 4 122 ) 130
brugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) 13 2 +17 7 ] 17,201 9 +15 ! +1 H 2,804 4 154 | 150 : 178
Dy GoOUS.asioetanarsacrossanasssnss 8 +13 | 21 i +1C ) 11,907 c c e e f e, c ¢
Elsctrical (Gootdd.ieeesnans o 3 14 ; L 4,298 7 +37 ! -8 . 280 8 . 4 7
Fresh Fruits and Vegeboblas..eessvnviovsnss g + 8 + 1 i i + d ! 2,800 | [ [ e ! c [ e c
Groceries and Foods, except Farim Products... ! 33 4 +18 ! +1C it 5! +13 | 25,599 18 -R 2 1,505 95 118 108
CONIRCEIONET e st nrsnsnnonssssnsnsssiabravasn 7 +17 + 7 ool 1,341 c c e ! e c c ©
Meabs and Meat Products, & R, -4 i 18 7,423 c c e e b c . [ c
BESIceasriiiirairaraireen s . -3 =1 | -2 § 427 e i c [ e [ ¢
General HAPdWAre......vssscessvss L + 6 vz ! 8 16,610 | 4 22 -3 1,145 © 138 134 148
Industrial Supplies.iesseccniineions 5 30 -4 +23 R,85% ] L c c . 3 e c
Machinery,Zgpt.,and Supplies, excepl 8 . 26 ! 1% ! 4 1,746 4 -5 : -2 250 108 136 128
4 | +13 | 18 ! + 1 6,294 e c ¢ ¢ e < e ]
West 25s v +10 +8 228,992 193 i o+® ¢ __d 7 za678 129 129 ' 143
nutomo‘i\re Supnlias.. 18 R0 -l3 +1¢ ' §,178 il I +11 d 624 n7 27 97
OJrugs and Sundries (lmuor exﬂludnd;..... hX4 +15 +16 L] : 24,260 11 +18 +2 i 3,541 188 186 219
Dry GOOUS.ecnssavonssarennans Cervsensesiane 6 : -5 +15 - 7,258 4 H + 3 ~13 | 448 94 89 119
Electrical GoodS.eeeeeeeneseses - 24 + 9 +11 -4 10,116 W | 88 2 ! 924 ot os7 77
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products..... PRI €& | + 4 + 6 97,7103 93 i -2 -4 i 10,080 110 118 128
Confectionery.eessevcassisssnasions 4 +1F : +21 +17 420 c ¢ c ¢ L] <
Ceneral HardWare...eeceeeessasses i 7 ay ISES i +3 22,085 9 | a3 -3 | 2,137 195 8z 217
Surgical,Medizal,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies:. 1 8 X +3G + 7 +27 1,009 ‘ o | ¢ [ [ (-2 e ¢
Toaceo and Its ProductsSiiiiisssversssvsscnsoimone ; 8 +5 .5 H + 6 7,968 c e . [ [ e c ¢
il i i ]
Pooae o ez b a1 m.m24 +2 0 eodss § 94 ! x0 0 =2, 8,877 ¢ 147 138 . 167
“is 0 ¥ 1+ 431 IS 3,500 i 10 +18 v 7 456 180 187 . 109
Electriesl Gooa.......... . . 12 “15 -2 531 i -9 4,720 ¢ 9 V3 -3 s8e § o1 7, 90
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Produ 43 ¥4 +11 3,300 | + 8 i 23,641 | 33 i +14 ' w1 i 4,734 ‘ 157 145 175
General Hardware......................... 7 + 5 +14 1,017 % + 8 i 8,254 I 4 i -10 ! -8 { 830 © 129 150 154
Lumber &nd Building HATErialS..eerisrvseniesonssns 5 25 v 8 585 -8 6,565 4 b a0 | -1 87 ! 108 88 - 115
i ! !
pacific, 283 8 4 +7 0 40,638 +5 408,582 i 149 . «l2 | __ 4 | 33,500 126 120 15
Automotive 82 +20 +14 2,189 +28 14,370 | 30 +17 + 1 ! 1,727 156 . 131 184
Clothi 5 -9 i +14 * 143 -1 1,046 ! e [ [ c c 1 ]
pry Go 7 4 +17 1,070 -5 10,821 3 < e c e c. c
Tiectrical Goodsieisescess W ~16 + 2 3,928 13 32,148 25 + 4 + 2 3,436 88 - 71 88
Fresh Pruits and Vegetables.. 7 + 3 =10 1,610 -2 12,467 5 + 9 +13 ! 93 7 7 5
Furpiture and House FurnishingS..eieicensen 2 -5 +21 1,440 ~ 5 : 10,7168 4 -2 +10 H 145 201 164 197
froceries and Foods, except Farm Products.. 36 +12 + 3 9,157 +13 I 126,801 18 1 +10 -3 : 5,303 94 | 100 : 103
Meats and Msat Products... 5 -1 + i 631 +10 8,421 ! c | o ¢ | c ! c ¢ ¢
& +27 D 212 -3 2,088 | 3 c [ c i c . [ 3
14 | +3 + 8 4,988 “1 47,578 9 +10 -2 7,072} 191 | 175 197
) -21 d 1,734 -10 15,932 5 +17 2 2,510 155 ; 104 . 153
Pmr'bmp and Heatin Supplies..cases [} + R -10 1,459 ~10 12,292 c < < [ c ! A [
iumver and Building erials. resvisanssans 13 i =1 +3 1,127 4 10,447 8 +29 + 5 4L § 108 96 : 109
Hachinery,fupt.,and suf g i -3 -7 433 -3 4,509 7 +16 -l 496 % 159 . 118 149
Tobaces and Tte Froducus.s w -1 +5 1,854 | +3 13,843 7 +8 ~13 ) 366 § 49 4 . 63
Leather and Shoe Fincings. 4 -3 +5 ] 96 | 7 1,003 c ; ¢ e ; e ! ¢ | ° e
' d : i : : I ! i PR
% Fhe soock sales ratios ars percenia, s onbalnud by divising stocks by sales for wn leencical group of firms,
t  Bumber does not apsly in all cases to ithe Jear-—to—ddte figures. -~
¢ Iasuffies t r.atu w0 show separately.
a4 less
Suates Comprising Geographic Divisions R
Wew ingland - {Conn., Mainc, Mass., Ne Hey Re Ie, VHs ) South Atlantic - (Del., D, C., Fla., Ga., Md,, N. Cey 8. C., Va,, Wi Va,)
Madie Atlantic - (M. Jo, No Y., Pa.) East South Central - (4la., Ky., Miss,, Tenn.)
East Morth Central - (I1l,, Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) West South Central - (Ark., Lz., Okla., Tex.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Webr., Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idsho, Mont,, Nev., N. Mex., Utah, iyo.)
N. Dak., S. Dak.) Pacifie - (Calif., Oreg., Wash,)
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WHOLESALERS' SALES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS

SEPTEMBER 19.4

Sales of wholesalers, as reported by 2,887 establishments, were approximately
the same for September 1944 as for September 1943, according to an announcement released
today by J, C. Capt, Director of the Census, " September sales were slightly (3%) short of
the dollar volume for August this year, while year-to-date sales stood L percent ahead of
sales for the first 9 months of the corresponding period of 1943, ‘

0f the 35 wholesale trades shown separately in this report, 2 showed ‘substantial
sales gains for September 1944 compared with September 1943--liquor departments of other
trades, up 22 percent and automotive supplies, up 15 percent. Moderate increases were re-—
vealed for wholesalers of beer (13%2), plumbing and heating supplies (ll%),general hardware
(94), wines and liquors (7%), and paints and varnishes (4%). Full-line wholesalers of gro-
ce~ies and foods and wholesalers of shoes and other footwear reported a minor (3%) sales
gain, as did wholesalers of industrial supplies (hardware), farm supplies, and drugs and
sundries (2%). September 191/, sales compared with August 1944 sales revealed only 3 mod-
erate increases—shoes and other footwear, up 12 percentjand plumbing and heating supplies
and clothing and furnishings (except shoes), both up 4 percent, ’

Inventories, in temms of dollars based on-cost values, at the close of Septamber
194, were 8 percent higher than those of September 1943, September stocks of wines and
liquors were up 42 percent;furniture and house furnishings,up 23 percent; coal, up 20 per-
cent; and specialty lines of groceries and foods, up ‘17 percent, Only tobaceo and its
products reported stocks down substantially (17%). Although the average dollar value of
stocks of the 33 wholesale trades was almost the same for August and September this Yyear,
13 trades noted slight (2% or 3%) to moderate (10%) decreases. Three trades, (dry goods,.
dairy and poultry products, and meats and meat products) reported the maximum (10%) de~
crease,

iue stock-sales ratio for 1,767 wholesalers was 119 for September 1944, 111 for
September 1943, and 114 for August 194, Wholesalers of confectionery, with almost no
year-to-year change in sales and a slight (3%) gain in stocks, showed a stock-sales ratio
of 81 this September as against 77 last September, Sales of coal were down 6 bercent, and
inventories were up 20 percent, reflected in a stock-sales ratio of 220 for September 1944,
38 against 181 for September 1943. Wholesalers of chemicals noted almost no change in
sales and a 7 percent increase in inventories--a stock-sales ratio of 105 for, this
September compared with 97 a year ago. For September 194), wholesalers of jewelry reported
& slight (3%) decrease in sales and a slight (3%) increase in inventories, resulting in a
stock-sales ratio of 151 as against 140 in September 1943, Of the 33 trades for which
stock-siles ratios are shown,20 showed increases for September 1914 compared with September
1943,

for September 1943, but almost 6 percent below those for August 1944, The collection per-
centage for September 194l was 117; for September 1943, 112; and for August 1944, 124,
Accounts receivable were L percent less on September 1, 1544 than on September 1, 1943;and
at the beginning of this September the amount of outstandings was slightly (3%) more than
the outstandings recorded on August 1, 194, '

This monthly study is conducted  jointly by the National Association of Credit
Men and the Bureau of the Census, Detailed figures are presented in the following tables
in summary for the United States and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing in-
dividual operations, by geographic division, :
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WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES
' SEPTEMBER 1544
SALES—CURRENT HONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF~MONTH '(At Cost) ‘ STOCK-SALES ratz0s®
’ Nupber of Percent change ! of Percent change '
KIND OF BUSINESS firas Se tember ?nx:::: £ms £rms oo 1044] Sept. 1944 Sept. 30, | Sept.| Sept. | Aug.
-reporting | Sept.1944 Sept.1944 1944 trom © 1944 reporting | ~°Pvy 94 SRy 1944 1944 | 1943 | 1944
. sales V3. VS stocks . .
Sept.1943| Aug. 1944 | (aaa 000y | ™ 1943 |\ \ad 000) Sept. 1943| hug. 1944! (344 gop)
UNITED STATES : ‘2,887 c -3 $330,371 + 4 $3,228,937 1,767 +.8 -k $238,798 1198 11 114
Automotive SuPPLies.soeseescesvevoseisesrarescavanae 266 +15 B ) 8,144 +21 70,481 182 a4 c 8,566 149 149 142
Chemicals {industrial).. 19 c -9 1,023 -1 14,913 1= + 17 + 8 b 105. 97 85
Paimts and YarnisheS..v.esvesesssssrvonesrans 62 + 4 -6 4,233 + 8 45,939 48 c -1 8,959 231 | 237 220
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeSeesssss 37 -2 + 4 4,688 +§ 30,019 18 + 4 -4 623 * 85 59 69
Shoes and Other Footweari..sseeeccsscoscasrssossnces 30 + 3 *12 . 18,268 (] 148,279 14 + 4 -5 3,233 .43 40 44
COBLaesnsconoasrssseveeneanssesossrsvocarasnsussense 13 -8 w-id 2,578 +2 26,489 8 +20 +23 2,629 || 220 181 151
Drugs and Sundries (Licquor excluded).sees 143 + 2 I 29,708 + 5 256,488 107 +10 - L 36,910 159 148 163
Dry G00dS.sesesnscssosvssnsnssensass 90 -5 -9 17,296 [ 167,698 46 -8 10 - 13,563 116 17 118
Electrical GoOdS...vessseecsrassocss 319 -3 -2 23,360 -5 -+ 205,981 269 +11 + 1 15,107 72 62 70
Dalry and Poultry ProduciSeeseeceecss 29 -7 «11 2,011 -2 33,259 14 13 ~10 217 24 26 25
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables..ieewese 79 +1 -9 5,291 ¢ 61,308 43 -5 + 1 553 16 17 14
Farm SUPPLieSicesevessssscssccsvascnssonvcseonooases 21 + 2 3 7,790 + 4 38,536 12 -8 -8 - 1,762 154 157 148
Furniture and House FurnishingS..esessewvecsvsocccene 51 -9 «18 3,953 «11 48,575 18 +23 (-] 1,975 113 83 BT
Groceries and Foods, exﬁept Farm Products..... 652 vz -2 73,453 + 9 765,436 405 + 6 +1 56,918 ’ 121 1168 117
Full-line wholesalers@ecececcraconsoacsvaransoncns 355 +3 -1 38,094 + 8 364,382 230 + 4 + 1 34,831 122 121 120
Voluntary-group wholesalers..veecessssasscrssscarse 138 *1 -2 21,722 + 8 235,641 91 + 6 + 2 15,8689 123 117 115
Retailer-cooperative warehouseS.cosse 19 -3 -4 4,517 +7 44,360 12 + 7 -l 2,842 -114 102 109
Specilalty lines.ceeesevinsceavesorece 140 + 1 -4 9,120 +12 7 121,083 72 +17 -3 3,556 102 80 105
Confectionery.eecssasesresveas 55 ¢ + 1. 1,030 + 7 11,254 27 +3 -1 524 81 77 82
Meats and Moat ProductSseesssecsesscassaraves 81 ~11 ~10 28,967 -2 288,535 54 -4 ~10 5,788 49 49 49
Beer......................:......................... 59 +13 -7 To2,017 +9 18,184 34 =5 «7 209 18 20 15
Wines and LLGUOrSesascscscsessccogascosvasrssarseres 28 7 -8 4,473 +18 71,016 2L +42 +27 4,872 178 pral 148
Liquor Department of Other Trades sesesssssssevecvios 36 +22 -8 9,121 +40 82,952 f f - £ f £ £ £
Total Hardware GroUDscsssssssesscssesvosvssassenvesss 319 + 8 -2 40,509 + 2 390,380 . 180 + B -3 39,962 162 183 162
General hardware...seesvevssassossssasossccinosste 137 +9 -3 26,847 * 4 242,997 88 +10 -3 < 32,201 167 | 168 166
Tridustrial SuUppPlieSeesssssccavasasavssesionvessvees 87 + 2 -1 7,384 -4 93,884 53 + 2 -1l 5, 839 150 1F. 150
Plimbing and heating SUPPlieSscsesisnncscensnsonne 95 +11 + 4 6,278 + 2 53,499 |- 39 + 6 - 1,942 130 28 135
Jewelry 46 -3 -1 2,092 -3 18,718 20 +3 -9 1,908 | 18 | Wo |1m
Optical GOOdS..eesavecsssessavionnsoseio N 1s -4 + 1 266 + 4 2,405 ? -6 -5 124 114 117 117
Lumber and Building Materials..ecssecscsvessscocensse 56 -12 -6 4,682 -5 48,218 30 + 8 - 1 2,949 103 :38 96
Machinery,Equipment,and Supplies,except Electrical.. 57 -1 -7 2,446 +1 29,648 38 +10 +3 2,780 1682 144 149
Surgical,Medical,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.... 23 -2 -3 1,108 + 4 10,169 14 + 4 -4 964 118 107 128
MELALE ss oo eersrosaensssonasssossssrsavonsnanosasnnes 22 -2 -1l 2,930 +11 42,204 13 + 9 + 2 3,133 150 140 126
Paper and I*s ProductSe.eceussscescecvsosrsaverroess 80 12 -9 6,408 + 4 70,567 32 -7 -1 3,131 112 112 106
POtTOLEUN. v avossnanssoessansocansnsoseaorss cen 7 -1 -4 288 + 8 4,767 £ -t t £ £ f £
Tobacco and Its ProduttSececeecsssscrusoarreconasncon 158 -1 -6 19,569 +4 185,453 73 -7 + B 4,174 52 81 45
Leather and Shoe FIndingS.cccecsesesvacsorscncecines 19 -1 -4 422 -3 3,960 8 +12 -5 253 172 153 169
MASCE11ANEOUS o nisesesossrrssassuassiososassssueinie 15 + 1 -1 2,227 + 9 22,105 48 +39 +1 16,741 166 144 154
& “These stock-sales ratios are percentages obtained by dividing ‘stocks by sales Tor-an ldentical group OI Iiruws.
b Number does not apply in all cases to the year-to-date figures. .
¢ Less than 0.5 percent.
d Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
e Chiefly of the wholesale drug trade. . .
£ Insufficient data to show separately. : .
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WHOLESALERS® ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

SEPTEMBER 1944

COLLECTION PERCENTAGES ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
Mumber
KIND OF BUSINESS of firms Septenb s Porsent change As of
reporting P er eptember - August September 1944] September 1944 | September 1,
1944 1943 1944 vS. vs. 1944
September 1943 Augtist 1944 ( Add 000)
UNITED STATES 2,340 117 112 124 -4 + 3 £221,003
Automotive SUPPlieS..csscrsvovirococsronarsnssssssnvisessnnnonss 218 96 92 95 +14 + 5 5,828
Chemicals (industrial)eiicesssssevescssvseensssoascosonscsnsonsns | 16 110 105 118 -4 + 2 ’884
Paints and Varnishes.. T T 28 76 68 78 -5 -5 1,081
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes.seiesierniscisinenaracanans : 34 90 92 92 -1 + 9 4'729
Shoes and Obher FOOLWEAI'eseevseereenssssosacsnsonscasasaronsonnne | 27 87 78 94 -8 +18 8:526
COBLasnusocvassnranionessssssannssssusrassonassnnconnns Meseerunioe 13 109 110 122 + 1 + 7 2,515
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)siiarensnocosssecssnncncssens 12¢ i 1C3 103 107 + 4 +10 23,196
DEY GOOGS . e aveaessessneniasssiosmassansassesssosansansesssassens 78 ; 73 72 77 -4 +10 20,912
Electrical GoodSe..evsececss Geseseesnnseeuen cresrensrivsesenes e 30C B8 78 91 -18 b 24,732
Dairy and POULLry Products. ..n.neesesenesesenes i 1% 184 173 189 -5 -1 "728
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.i.ievececvevsnorviosssacssssninasaiis . [ ! 198 200 03 + 1 -10 2,008
Farm SupplieS.eseecescsossenecenorsennons ereshrnesevenaansis e . is ! 14 1458 133 -7 =12 958
Furniture and House FUrmiSHINGS.esesssessesessssonsorsoesuesarins | 4 i 87 77 91 -18 + 2 4,304
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSeseesececiveesvanennaas, 485 i 160 188 17L + 1 + 3 35,208
Full-line wholesalarsC.ue.veveessavaseceeiraeesscorssassrsconcne : 281 i 150 145 160 + 1 + 5 19,889
Voluntary-group WholesalerSseivescsnescriavasaonscceecs cevneiaen 111 ; 182 173 187 - 4 -5 8,740
Retailer-cooperative warehouses...vecewoens T e 15 31 258 253 +12 + 4 1,831
SPECiAlLY 1iNESeseesessvscsansaasrivasvoosansrsoasnssnnisneiine 108 140 149 154 +10 + 4 5,035
CONFECtioNer Y. csssesvessonciasssroirsisossassotenassiosssoses e 27 141 138 148 -1 + 5 449
Meats and Meat ProductSessesscsessscesssssnscssassorestonsonion 75 217 23 228 ~14 -9 12,515
Bl ivecensvoseronsasecosriosarsasssssoorsansace evrsediesvenuaian 21 168 167 177 +22 - 385
Wines and LigUOrSsuseseesossncsassnssssssssosassnissssssorsesine 23 172 166 231 + 5 - 2,011
Total Hardware GroUP.e.ssseesssesssssssnsasarassassvsseisssrsvsoce 287 96 91 98 b + 3 f 36,634
General hardWarI€, csseeessssresarscsssssssscnosivesssssrasansoios 123 101 96 103 + 2 + 5 R3,465
Industrial supplieS.c.escsccsncscrseasstocence ferreeneieasres 76 92 87 96 =12 3 6,280
Plumbing and heating SuUPPli€S.savessssscccnsrascesseerranneasns 88 83 77 84 + 3 -2 6, 889
JEWELIY s eueseennaassscsnsontasssiasssnsossssnsiressssossosasssasse 34 72 70 74 + 5 +29 2,194
Optical GOOUS.esessssnssssrsssnsarossnsoscrosoncestitosassrsnsonse 12 87 86 89 -8 +9 222
Lumber and Building MaterialS.eeecevsereeressscssncosrasascrsinnsce 49 113 101 109 =16 -2 3,835
Machinery, Egquipment, and Supplies, except Electricalecessesanees 46 101 83 95 ~10 -7 2,085
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment and SupplieSeecccesassoe 21 60 59 67 =12 + 5 1,502
MEbaLS e erevossrsoisacsnsivseovenrssssssassivasoscnsarsbisaasione 22 123 118 124 + 7 -2 2, 506
Paper and Its ProductSeucsicssessvosicnnsinsssononnicranoscsacnes 67 95 82 89 ~-15 + 5 6,306
PELTOLEU N, o covossvorassassoasssssoroasarosssncsassarsssosasssoncs 5 100 109 a9 + 1 -5 105
Tobacco and Its ProductBeecesesessssanssseseosesssesssrcscaisoses 111 196 184 213 ~10 + 2 6,991 &
Leather and Shoe Findings.c.cvesvvvonveee vesiresesvessnacaans 17 93 89 94 -4 + 5 387 @
MiSCELllANCOUS eevescasessssncssessssansssrssasssssesavessreanonss 47 136 152 145 +37 -9 7,171 @

a Gollection percentages are obtained by dividing the collections by accounts receivable for

b Less than 0.5 percent.
¢ Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

an4identical group of firms.



WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

¥ oB8g

- o ot
SEPTEMBER 1944 I
T
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES~YEAR-T0-~-DATE INVENTORY~-END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK~SALES RATIOS
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION - { Namber of Percent change Porcent Nine Number of Percent change
firus Septend change months firgs Sept, 30,
KIND OF BUSINESS , reporting |SePb. 1944 [Sept. 1944 2044 trom & 1044 soporting | SePt. 1944|Sept, 1944| 1544 Sept. | Sept. | Aug.
sales vs. V8, rom stocks vs. s, 1944 | 1943 1844
Sept. 1943 [Aug. 1944 | (ya4 gog) | ™°° 1943 ] 1ad 000) Sept. 1943|Aug. 1944 (ada 000)

New Englandsseeesssesosssasasssns 104 =5 =8 477 | =1 $155,08¢ | 10 t4 | e g10,241 | 107 | 87 | 88
Automotive SuppliesSieceeceseccscvasnse 9 +11 -4 270 +13 . lL,272 8 «l5 -8 234 140 178 145
Chemlcals (industrial).eecececsessesere s + 5 -5 415 + 8 4,456 -3 d d d d d 4
Drugs and Sundries {liquor excluded).sesececeossss 12 -2 3 1,859 + 2 15,641 18 + 2 +1 2,428 158 150 ;159
DIy COOUS,eoeonnssnsoncscanssassassaonnnvorssssecis ] -11 +9 196 -8 1,618 d d d d d d I’ d

sreresonena 28 ~21 +2 1,420 ~18 15,048 26 =11 -2 860 ez §5 | 64
Fresh Fruits and Vegetsbles..... sevevesrie 2 -9 «31 429 c 6,014 4 +20 ~20 12 6! § . §
Furniture and House FurnishingSe.ecceciciee 4 ~12 =1l 209 =11 2,408 [ d d : [ a: d. d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.. 30 + 4 +3 2,173 + 4 27,429 15 +1 +3 1,450 140 T 145 - 134
Meats and Moab ProdustsS..ivecesssssssssossossscsss ‘e -8 -16 2,260 -8 22,524 6 +10 -10 953 [ 4 ' 35 t40
General HArdWAI'S..osscssssevosnssssosassnsnanrncese 5 +18 + 7 192 +13 2,476 4 d d d 5 d . d d
Industrial SupplieS.caeccaces 12 -3 + 2 702 -1 6,484 9 -5 -3 1,001 188 193 196
Plumbing and Heating Supplies..... 6 +15 <5 61 .8 773 4 +17 -1 "109 248 238 234

. JEWELITeaeiesecncovsoosnssassosecctssssorssannsess 5 -8 +15° 243 + 2 1,541 d d -4 d 4] d d
Machinery,Eqpt. ,and Supplies,except Electrical.... 5 [ -5 159 -1 2,293 4 +6 - -1 . 363 313 283 . 279
HotalSeaevssocravescssssannancosnrvansasansarsssns 4 +3 -1 R7L -12 2,083 T d d d d d d
Paper and Its Products..... 8 +1 + 1 339 + 5 2,987 5 -3 -3 182 78 : 90 88
Tobacco and Its ProductSeecseccves 12 -8 -8 1,611 -2 18,937 d d d d d: d - d

Hiddle ALLantiCe.ceessesessasrsursnascnrsssisesssanns 574 -2 -4 73,445 +3 673,497 328 13 +4 37,428 98 105
Automotive SuppliesS.civesescssecrescasoes 34 +14 -6 586 +27 . 5,117 8 +17 +3 706 174 169 . 164
Chemicals (industrial).eecevecessses 4 ¢ -7 99 -18 3,012 d d d ‘d d 4 - d.
Paints and VarnisheSeseescesscsscvacsorsccsosonnse 3 -13 ~12 84 | + 4 687 d d 4 d d a4 d
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes...vessacces 12 -1 + 4 3,395 +14 20,771 4 +10 - d 160 62 . 54 | &7
Shoes and Other Foolwear..ieceeescoes eres 8 - 4 . =24 658 -4 5,409 d q d d a - 4 da
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)..... cone 25 . 4. +5 8,547 +3 51,258 18 +6 ¢ 6,378 143 140 182
Dry GoOdSueseseessvosecasccssnoonssencuns cone 35 -3 -1l 4,186 -4 42,371 17 + 4 -7 2,135 ¢ 114 ° 107 117
Electrical G00dS.sesensscnsasssrsisas 72 -11 -8 5,172 -8 54,031 57 .7 +5 ; 2,707 | 61 48 . 52
Dairy and Poultry Products. sveseen 7 ~13 -15 704 + 4 13,669 d d d | d 4 d d ! d
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables .. 18 -2 ~ll 686 -2 74321 d d d i .od d d d
Farm SupplieSeccccececescscscccsse 4 +15 +11 5,720 +12 10,433 d d d d ': d d d
Furniture and House Furnishings..cecssescsecvsiens 12 -2 -6 - 564 =10 7,979 4 -8 e 18 ;34 % | 32
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSicesseese 85 -3 -2 © 10,593 +8 107,319 39 10 31 4,806 § 111 97 . 108
Meats and Meat ProductS.secscssssecscscesescsrvave . R4 =10 -8 9,439 -4 - 78,088 2L <1 -5 1,408 § 60 66 . 85
BECTuurensesroasionninnis 13 +44 +11 498 +18 3,358 8 +22 33 8 ¢ 8 9 6
Wines and LiguorSeeeses 15 + 4 -7 2,666 +21 35,811 d d d d d d d
Cenersl HasdWare....cesesss 27 + 5 -2 2,967 +2 30,251 17 +7 -8 - 2,443 | 176 . 171 183
Industrial SupplieS.icsssesesescssvoasssosince 25 -9 -2 1,747 =12 26,234 16 + 4 e 1,407 | 143 126 140
Plumbing and Heating SuppliesS.ceseevecsssessiavace 23 +12 -3 823 +5 10,569 7 + 1 + 2 358 144 160 140
JEWELI Y e eovonssnsrsascnsnsoactansssessisnioivessn 14 10 ~11 616 -1 ! 4,030 5 -3 -8 372 5171 161 211
Ovticsl GOOASavsersesvois veeve 6 -3 + 6 136 -1 1,243 d d d d d d d
Lumber end Building Materials.esesse. . g -R2 -8 942 =13 8,921 - 4 + 4 + 5 543 % 78 57 86
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical.sss 4 ~28 18 100 ¢ 2,263 d [ d 4 1 a a. d
Paper and Its Productscieecesssecsscsssscsnsiocsas 24 -12 -8 2,190 + 4 25,840 10 -9 c 907 i 93 a7 «ig
Tobacco and Its ProductSseeeccssssssessevecsceenee 43 + 5 ~10 7,398 + 9 59,840 W =22 +15 1,836 ; 64 83 )

East North Central...... 578 21 =4 57,748 b 546,817 68 ¢ x4 | =2 4L974 ] oz 102 102
Automotive Supplie: 68 +15 -2 2,217 +21 | 16,607 46 a5 Y 1,997 ' 141 Iz 138
Paints and VarnisheS....eesssecsiesiseoraresananse 8 ~12 ~12 360 + 4 3,538 a ! a d q d d 4
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS.ecevesserse 8 -3 =11 230 =10 1,878 | 4 1o+ 2 | ~18 83 118 117 180
CO0BLasesssconacsesssonsasanssossesrsoassossrassane 4 c ~10 981 5 7,776 | a | d d d ¥ d d d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)eeiceviveecnss 24 +3 + 5 5,073 + 6 ; 48,279 18 o+ 8 [——] 5,201 | 135 121 147
DIy GOOUS.uessessnnsessessonasstasnevns 7 -15 -4 1,021 -2 | 11,244 5 I +8 boa1s 688 ¢ 73 57 79

60 +2 ro=1 4,985 + 6 ; 51,272 45 RS L A -1 3,113 . 72 84 75
13 -2 | =13 533 -4 ! 5,788 8 ¢ =4 RS} | 89 . 25 23 19
14 c+3 | 18 608 -3 8,792 i 10 ! 10 -15 ! 141 0 29 32 28
5 ~25 ! 22 - 870 + 8 4,994 d H d d d d d d
Furniture and House FurnishingS.iceaesevsocsccesne 9 * 2 -2 476 -~11 4,112 | . 5 -0 -2 16 . 204 ;. 58 73 70
Groceries and Foods, srrept Farm Productsisecessss 12 +1 0 -4 15,972 +9. 1 u8m8 | 90 -2 ¢ | 13,641 § 16 118 109
b i bt : o .

{Continued on next page)



WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
SEPTEMBER 1944 :

SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR~TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RA’.l‘IOSa
GEOGRAP!Ai’lq% DIVISION " | Number of Percent change Percent Nine Number of Percent change
firms September change months firms Sept. 30, Sept.| Sept. | Aug.
KIND OF BUSINESS eportigg |S%Pt: 1944 Sept;,81944 oad ghange | ooe reporting sept.. 1944 Sept:,81944 Y044 roptel Tobe | 1951
sales : : " lmos. 1943 - stocks : * '
Sept. 1943 |Aug, 1944 (Add 000) {Add 000) Sept. 1943 [Aug. 1944 {Add 000) °
East North Central (continued) _
CONLECHIONEr Y aisesiesnsaseissssianssasosesssonnss ' 9 =10 -5 $i68 +3 $1,706 4 -8 =10 $s7 64 65 67
Weats- and Meat ProductSeseecssessvessissrescsencey 20 -3 -8 4,783 w5 49,192 14 + R =20 1,565 42 39 49
BBEravascesveninssesrnasssscassssnone . 16 +18 - =17 543 - +10 5, 500 10 +20 +12 55 20 19 15
Wines and LiquorS.sececsccnscssivesss ‘e 6 + 4 -7 640 -1 9,117 5 + 9 -2 451 93 83 87 .
General Hardware.eesesssssoccssssesosssessasaveces 19 +12 -l 5,375 + 4 39,940 13 + 8 -3 6,971 147 157 i 150
Industrial SupplieS.eccevesssnsssresancorsssssonse® 14 -7 ~5 1,113 -4 11,703 7 + 1 -1 354 107 102 119
Plumbing - and Heating Supplies R2 + 4 -2 845 + 8§ 6,814 17 +13 -3 838 153 139 {145
JOWElrYessseeoosencsssonnsses 13 + 5 + 1 590 -4 3,179 . d d. d a d: d d
Lumber and Building MaterialSeeeessecccesscscssccs 8 +10 ~15 - 352 + 6 5,504 8 . -1 -5 298 g2 | 101 ' 83
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical.... 16 S =2 + 2 75 -2 6,401 12 + 5 + 1 626 105 | 96 ;104
Surgical,Medical,and Hospital Egpt. and Supplies.. 8 -6 e 770 -2 6,129 5 + 5 -8 609 9 : 8 ;116
MetalSeassorsesnsssronsvassssssasasrassnsasccsssrns 5 =8 -2 558 +11 11,935 d d d d d d ; d
Paper and Its Products.. retserssesivssssernans 22 ~16 =15 R, 238 + 8 24,145 9 -2. c 843 I 105 ; 98 ; 91
- Tobacco ‘and Its ProductSesesesseessssscarsssocsrse 37 -2 -3 3,907 +3 39,486 12 -27 -8 548 31 | 43, | 33
Leather and Shoe Findings.ieesecssvcossosscsnnensee 4 =1 -4 102 -4 840 a d d d a d o d
West North Central...ieeseescssereasssscnresveasasnas 286 +3 =6 38,996 +5 373,168 186 + 8 -1 42,246 138 | 138 130
Automotive SUPPlies..iececcrsssvecssssrmonsccsnece .25 +1 ~11 1,093 +25 11,353 13 +21 -1 360 139 131 129
Shoes and Other Footwears..... seersssessssanesss 4 -8 ~24 . 869 +2 8,461 d d d d d d d
Drugs and Sundries (¥iquor excluded)ssssessssssses 15 -2 ¢ 3,123 + 4 28,884 13 + 6 -1 4,321 164 {.155 |165
DYy GOOABasesrossesceorenassossasasossnnnansoacsas 5 -3 -l 6,487 + 2 59,032 4 ~14 10 7,637 120 137 120
Electrical GoodS.eceseevecrorsesivaasssssssssarnss 30 +7 +3 1,573 +11 15,073 24 +21 +1 1,057 99 a8 104
Dairy and Poultry Products..... cssreesinne ? +23 -9 768 + 9 5,923 4" ~16 + 3 186 27 43 | 26
Farm SUPPlieSesececsesscvsssnssesonrnsssovsscsnces 4 =36 -5 ) 706 (2 . la,417 d d d d d d | d
5 =15 -31 882 =17 16,800 d d d d d d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSeisssesee 8 +13 [ 9,270 ++10 94,178 57 +16 + R 10,598 140 | 138 133
BEErcancoosssrsasoconsnassssarssssssssssnsansvoses 8 +20. ~13 232 +14 2,382 d d d d ¢ d
General Hardware.ssisssessasssssse seseresanne 15 +15 -5 6,088 - +10 46,998 13 +10 -4 10,271 178 184 174
Industrial Suppli€S.cscecevecsccssssscssosecrscsos 10 + 9 + 4 ) 595 + 3 4,498 4 =23 -1 53 104 133 nl1
Plumbing and Heating Supplies... sevesenuies 10 +12 +14 540 + 4 4,508 ‘4 +5 -1 189 116 147 134
Lumber and Building MaterialS..ieseesvecccasnseses 7 + 9 + 7 © 37 -1 5,123 d d a d d d d
Paper and Its ProductSeecerecseivescsssaccacsevses 5 -1 + 1 lge +3 1,928 d ’ d d d d d | d
Tobaceo and Its ProductSecscesccssscrcnssssesencie 15 -7 + 1 825 +1 10,939 7 =19 [ 219 53 i 8¢ : Ss3
South AtlantiC..cervevsecrscrssrsrsacssnsososcsnnsss 430 1 ¢ 34,647 +5 313,503 236 +7 =2 19,331 88 | 81 .iloo
Automotive SupplieS.ccrescccosisocssssscasessessss 28 +26 -2 701 +13 7,350 18 + e + 3 a2l ptos R 145 11§
Paints and VarnishesS.iveeccesecvessisarassnsseveves 4 =12 -8 112 =10 1,693 4 -4 -4 194 175 180 170
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS...eeeesssce [ ~14 -10 344 +3 2,379 d d d d d d d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)eessecsssssces 25 +1 + 6 3,066 +6 26,397 15 +15 [ 2,981 165 145 181
Dry GOOQBiesosssssessssssssnesnsasnonsseiosssvcncs 10 -4 ¢ 1,444 €3 14,736 5 €5 -9 610 117 108 {116
Electrical GoodSesseossseecss 51 +3 -1 3,841 -7 32,539 'ty +12 + 3 2,269 80 ' 55 | 58
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.oees cesisenen 17 -6 + 7 1,111 c 13,327 8 ~3 + 9 95 5 ¢ 14 ! s
Furniture and House Furnishing8eesecscccsenvecssee 5 -7 -13 261 =13 2,475 d d d d d d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSessseceses 14 + 1 -1 8,994 +9 80,767 54 +1 -2 4,300 97 | 88 . 101
CONEECtiONErY s caesesossesnssssannssarasosossonsss 20 +2 ¥4 358 +9 4,402 10 -2 + 8 03 52 . 4 48
Meats and Meal ProduciSeecesssesssossssscsssranose 7 +9 + 1 977 +9 8,394 5 =17 «11 323 33 © 45 i 38
BOEIesesencnsssiionsesiosnssnaasnns 6 -23 -16 310 +3 3,110 d d 4 . d d. 4! 4
General Hardware€....seseseccescscsassnsscsnsne R4 +13 -1 2,485 + 9 19,607 8 +14 e . 2,246 158 1s1 1583
Industrial Suppliesscescececisocncessiossnsse soron 11 +19 =1 754 + 3 8,540 8 +1) -1 718 122 135 119
JEWELTYeessanssernonsarasrsoetosssasinsnsssnssused 4 -4 + 2 173 -4 1,681 d -4 d d ! d d ! d
Lumber and Building MaterialsS.ssesessncessicercacs 9 =20 -8 552 -3 5,438 d [+ -4 q d 4 a
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical.e.. 7 + 5 -5 283 -1 3,371 4 + 1 oo+ 1 470 | 270 290 : 269 g
MELELS s snesacesunsssossssasssrvonnsnsodssissonsans 4 -5 1 +2 173 +7 1,458 a ca ! d a i a e d4F
Paper and Its ProductSecevecretcaressscscionsuonsait 10 -15 | -8 502 -2 5,684 ! [\ 4 ! d a d 4 d o
_Tobacco and Its Products..cvesicsstsesseeanienans 19 =10 : -6 ; 2,444 + 1 22,062 11 ~-12 . e . 476 . 40 43 38
i i : i ! i

{Continued on next page}
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Number: does not apply in all cases to the year-to-date figures,

Less than 0,5 percent,
Insufficient data to show separately.

> [l B
i SALES-—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY:—END-OF—MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES: RATIOS:
AT T T
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of Percent change Porcent Nine Number of Percent change Seot. 50 !
firms ! September change months firms ept. s v, 3
KIND OF BUSINESS reporti%g Sept;51944 Sep’c‘.’leQt‘L 1942 fmmg A o raportng Sept:'slgu‘ Sept‘.r51944 1944 iﬁ?
sales te : stooks . .
Sept. 1985/ hug. 1944|444 gog) B8+ 1945 oo Sept. 1945 |Aug. 1944] 444 000y

East South Centraliee.iceiiieranivvaronoransacannses 148 +3 -3  $la,674 + 9 $135,477 :) 3 =5 §10,827 gl
Automotive Supplies..viteieiveieoecnssosarnosanionts 7 +26 -9 211 +31 . 2,364 d d d d : f ) 3
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)...veeessv.son 12 + 2 c 2,249 + 6 19,450 d d d . d v
DIy Go0QSaecennieessivnetnsssnnssiveisansaressnios 8 6 ;=1 1,365 + 8 13,455 4 +*3 21 754 :
Electrical GoOUS.eeseesssesneascsinereosassecnaios 9 +31 : -~ 4 454 +13 4,818 7 +18 - 4 231
Groceries and Foods, excepi Farm Products.. . 34 + 1 -1 1 2,980 + 9 29,301 19 + 1 -8 1,982
Confectioneryuseseceresionssiionnnerscnne 8 + 8 =5 228 +14 1,569 d d d d
BBl esievrvocsnonovsnssdosronsisasaninans 4 -6 - 4 48 -3 475 d d -d d
General Hardwar@...ieeicessasersnsseirennsssasonans 1L | +13 + 7 2,162 + 8 18,772 8 +8 -8 1,331

Lo, Industrial SUPPlieS..eecrivecrcsscnerernasnenstoan 6 . +8 c 426 +30 3,092 4 +15 JFL : 540 .

" "Plumbing ard Heating Suppli&S,seesveccsscrconnsvss 4 | + 5 -7 100 7 ' 689 d [+ d i d |
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 5 + 7 -3 Q44 +13 1,890 d d d 1 d | .
Tobacco and Its ProdUCLS.e.sesseneesssorisvaaossns 5 -1 -9 883 + 1 7,605 d d a. | d é )

West SOULh CeNral.iueeesesosssesaonnnnssorivarennns 258 “5 -2 27,947 + 8 254,826 178 11 .t 26,075 | 120

. Automotive SupplieSiecscosecssrnsvscasasrianinsase 20 +16 -5 692 +18 5,891 T 14 + 8 -4 865 | 114
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)...cuesescuses 18 + 7 -13 3,084 + 8 28,878 12 +15 -4 | 4,257 175
DIY GOOSseassenesceinsasirovossancrsaion . 6 -6 , =15 972 -3 8,231 4 +18 -8 873 1is
tBlectrical GoOdS.seseertiocvisnorinnencaiosrinians 25 +10 jo-1 1,382 -2 11,546 21 +25 i + 2 886
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS......... 114 + 3 + 3 12,826 + 5 112,025 84 + 5 i + 3 11,108
Confectiondry.eerecscarvainersanannas 4 +8 + 4 78 +15 498 d d d Cood v

- ‘General Hardware...ieeevevsvsvesves 18 + 7 -7 2,785 + 4 25,084 11 +2L -3 ; 2,611 * 183
sIndustrial Supplies............................... 5 *14 -2 1,660 + 7 15,855 4 d d ’ . d o
‘Burgical ,Medical ,and Hospital Egpt. and Supplies.. [ +20 ~5 134 +26 1,151 4 + 4 + 7 | 140
‘Tobacco and Its Products.......................... 7 + 1 + 2. 789 + 6 9,041 d d d 5 d

!lountam........................ 118 e -3 10,088 +2 92,276 88 +10 =2 13,189
‘Automotive Supplies.. 13 + 6 -6 295 +17 3,933 9 +19 [ 515 i 218
Electrical GoodS.seeess 15 + 5 * 4 645 -7 5,454 11 + 6 -2 ' 446 87
Fresh Fruits .and Vegetables...... 4 + 4 =25 118 -16 1,000 d da | d d = :
Furniture and House Furnishings....e.eesceecasonss 4, -2 +13 206 -8 1,183 d a0 d ! d .

Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products....ee..s 34 -4 -4 2,975 + 6 26,748 ] +11 -2 ‘ 4,805 ! 142
General HordwarBeeesessessnsese 6 * 3 -8 927 + 8 7,357 d d d )
‘Lumber and. Building Materials.. 5 -21 -3 859 -18 7,427 4 + 4 +3 I 804 i 85
i i
j k

BACLTiCu s s e nmmonasaeassesennessanssenvanassinasnonns 264 =1 P =9 34,250 + 4 ‘451,528 147 +11 -2 | 29,050 ¢ 122
Automotive Suppliese........ 62 +16 ] 1,97 +24 18,594 29 +19 + L 1,540 168
Clothing and Furnishings.. 5 -0 | +6 152 -3 1,198 d d a | d.; a’
Shoes and Other Footwear...iicevasavsessrrs 5 < I -17 259 -2 2,116 d d 4 d d
DIy G008 aasonnenessnsnonoasareransnsonnesnnsesons 10 2 | ar 1,264 -6 12,326 d a 4 d d
Electrical GoOQSeiasosssrsisninossnssseserassssnna 8 -8 =1 3,918 ~13 36,403 28 +9 H +1 3,538 76
Fresh Fruits and Vegebables.u.esveseeesssososenses 8 +3 I -3 1,381 -2 14,116 4 -1 e | 79 8
Furniture and House Furnishings.eseecessssroceeves 8 =14 ‘ -18 1,162 - 8 11,011 d d d | d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSesveveees 35 -1 ~10 7,720 +12 139,453 17 +12 + 3 ! 4,550 1 113
Meats and Meat ProductSecieccecicsiiorrencavcenes 6 + 2 | -8 794 +9 9,218 4 +23 7 | 238 36
T crssanene 7 +20 i =1 264 -1 2,332 4 -33 ¢ 16 28
General Hardwareeeesesesssvesonsiss ceenseniee 12 ~- 2 ’ -9 3,868 -2 52,514 7 +11 -2 5,704 181
Industrial SupplieS...ecereonsseses 4 + 5 i +14 350 -10 16,874 d . d 4 4
Plumbing and Heating Supplies. 5 -20 ! =16 962 ~11 13,299 d d d d
Lunber and Building Materials....... . 12 -1 ' -10 1,147 [ 12,252 9 ; +24 -7 866 75

. Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical.... 9 -5 P =12 508 -3 ,072 & ! +31 +18 573 140
Tobacco and Its ProductsS..vesvescsanisnvarasssvans 17 - ~ 4 i -2 1,682 + 2 15,802 7 +11 + 1 242 43

The stockwsales ratios are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by Sales Tor ait identical group of Lirms,
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GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Collection I"m'oentagesa

Acgounts Raveivable

Number

- {Continued on next page)

Percent change As of
. AND ; of IS | sept Sept Aug. ||Sept. 1944 |Sept. 1944 | September 1
reportin . . . ’ . or L,
KIND OF BUSINESS P g 1944 1943 1944 v, Vo, 1944
Sept. 1943 | Aug, 1944 (Add 000)
How Englandecsesecicsveioscencsoretisssnonerenssanss 168 118 10 121 -13 b £11,131
Automotive Supplies,.cececessesscsscscoasscncssnnes 8 87 85 87 +17 +8 208
Chemicals (industrifl).veesveeescesassoene 4 105 109 112 +9 + 17 360
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)...... i2 89 88 85 b +8 1,735
DEY G008t s anesnsnsanernernnanesnonnes 6 95 81 96 17 +20 189
28 90 e 88 -40 +5 1,560
8 _182 187 212 -2 ~26 171
Furniture and House Furnishings....eeceesensassseas 4 48 38 47 -38 -1 480
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. ven 20 155 145 160 -4 4 1,064
Ueats and Meat ProductS....cvvevcecnnsnens .e 8 222 162 178 =32 -26 1,015
General Hardware.... . ersissesenns 5 26 107 109 +18 +11 198
Industrial SupplieS.cececcescas cossvernnnen 9 105 112 96 -7 +3 503
Plumbing and Heating SupPPlieS..eevececossssovescnes 8 85 81 71 + 4 «13 [
¥achinery,Eqpt.,snd Supplies,except Electrical,.... 4 87 .M 88 -9 +10 166
) N g 4 138 180 133 +12 + 2 194
Paper and Tts Products.,..sceess 7 114 102 118 13 -4 284
Tobacco and Its Products.ceesses 10 208 195 214 =18 + 4 731
Middle AtLlanbicCesseeesssssssvasssscocsassascaonssoese 476 123 114 33 =7 b 47,2268
Automotive Supplieseessccssecses sssesse 30 88 81 88 +14 +7 425
Chemicals (industrial).secesess. [T 4 112 120 118 + 7 +18 90
Paints and VarnisheSeecsesaceconescacnnes sessvan 5 74 89 88 +11 -2 99
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes., .s 12 96 100 100 +3 + 7 3,187
Shoes and Other FootWesle.essessesecssseseye .e 8 77 72 84 -3 +30 985
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)eeseceocseecesos 23 ‘90 88 94 -1 + 8 5,468
Dry G000Seeessoesesosesssossacsessossncessnessosana 3L 80 78 87 -8 +3 4,082
Electrical GoodS..eceenesesssecisssssossassosnnnnse 69 90 76 a8 -24 + ) 5,804
Dairy and Poultry ProductSeessecececscocsessssssssss 5 R26 240 234 -1 -3 195
Fresh Fruits end VegetablesS.iiveeeseecsvoconcssoons ‘13 257 315 284 +15 -8 187
Furniture and House FurnishingsS..veeecsssoss cae 10 -1 74 98 =32 + 7 561
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products, wos 80 158 162 162 +1 -5 5,258
Meats and Meat ProductSieeeesssscecssecsscessassans 23 223 227 222 =13 =13 4,055
- 8 1s2 159 144 +31 -9 196
Wines and Liquors... sessestsnensissas 14 151 2141 225 +3 +1 1,646
GONETAL HATQWAT®. v uueusnesennvsennonsnnensenssoss 23 52 95 94 +1 «10 2,824
TnAUSEILAL SUDPLIGE. s neoenrnsnsnorsen sy 22 89 87 93 ~20 +2 1,557
Plumbing and Heating SupplieS.....ceeees. 18 82 74 72 +7 -2 '948
. 5 82 80 a2 =11 +12 124
Lwiber and Building Materials.seeveeessessoescssons 7 113 94 118 31 - -3 857
Paper and Its ProduetS.eeecssasesereceensscnsncncns |- 16 93 76 87 -25 -5 1,773
Tobacco and Its ProducES.sssieesesceseonseosanencss 30 240 220 70 -7 b 2:535
East North Centralee.ieccacsescscocsrossoosonsonsssens 459 121 115 128 = .
Automotive Supplies,.. vetenvene 59 1z 101 109 T—g i—é ag 222
Palnits 20d VArTLSHES.iseennsesnonsennrmnssrnss 8 72 65 7% 27 -9 *492
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS........ 8 95 92 97 -5 +28 231
C0BLuascescncesensrosoonceonionsonsorsensnnanes 4 108 108 118 +12 + 5 988
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)......eeessosns 22 104 102 107 +5 +11 3,588
DIV G008 e s ennennnsnnesonnnennnesnswmnnn mnnenns 8 81 82 53 -10 +8 1124
Electrical Go0dS...eeeencesas 52 96 91 101 -8 +1 4’722
Dairy and Poultry Products.... sesee 8 31 210 236 +1 -9 ' 97
Fresh Fruits and VegetableSuieiesesessrsesessossee e 8 215 203 252 -2 -5 19
Furniture and House Furnishings.eeecesssasssvenseans 8 103 101~ 112 -1 +10 414
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS....ee.... 81 168 161 178 +1° +3 6,269
CONTOCELONOIT e e o evntmcnnannensnsarnanensnmnnenenos 8 230 194 223 -25 -10 e
Meats and Meat Products,... 18 R29 256 214 +12 -3 1,538
BEOrstseuananreennsnnnnss 5 41- | 12 184 -8 -5 "8
Wines and Liquors, 5 264 323 290 +26 9 12
General Hardware.,.. sevesneeas 18 103 97 103 +3 :3 5,1 g
INAUSEELa) SUPPLICS..nrnnsnsnrnvnsr e oo 13 87 88 96 10 1 Te
Plumbing: and Heating Supplies,.... “seervasessreen R1 102 80 98 +1 - 1 i
JEWELIY . ensrenonnscesocnennrananss tetssecensennan 8 71 82 83 + 5 :23 o
Lumber and Building Materials..,..,...... “enas 9 120 119 123 +18 + 4 44
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical..... 14 2 75 95 =21 b gis
‘S‘u:gical,uedical,and Hospital Egpt. and Suppliss... -] 59 57 a7 -22 + 5 1 oog
LBl s srsscsecneinaiineneestesssencsancsoenennnsas 5 - ’
Paper and It8 ProductSee.eceeceecssnssoss venne 22 igg L;(a) lgg -ﬁ :1; oy
Tobaceo and T£S PrOQUCESaarssesesssvnsrnorssnennn s 26 189 163 177 sy
Leather and Shoe Fi P M 1,569
s Findings.eseosessoensnonces 4 98 100 103 + 2 + 5 102
West North Central...... Tssetetreitevercntesennasnn 233
AutomObive SUPPLAeS..uueenserernonncassncosasanonns "20 %'(0)% %g% % %ﬁg = Hoz
Shoes and Other FOOLWears..veoesessessasss sesssnna 4 91 87 107 +5 ‘g 056
gmggo andd Sundries (liquor excluded)se.seseeeseosses 14 1. 109 117 +3 ::]5.5 %’ggg
Y GOOQ8esenusiaeensenonssnnaneesassesrananse . !
BElectrical GoodS...eieeessess . 23 gg gg gi :1]2' oo 10,187
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.... s 2s 185 210 +5 e b
Furniture and House Furmishings..nss.sssesonen s . 5 105 99 127 o o
( -1l +11 1,010
gruceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSees.cesss. 65 185 178 R11 + 7 +11 4’416
T S S TR N 8 211 251 223 +41 -2 " o8
General Hardwar€.......... T T 15 112 104 119 + 4 +10 5,461
9 88 89 94 +11 +7 ' 524
csaces ) 85 78 8L ~4 + 2 402
tsssansesssansn 5 197 1s8 178 -18 -20
“seerasensenas 5 230 225 e
. 225 -11 -1 67




Page 8

WHOLESALERS’ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS—BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
SEPTEMBER 1944 .

Collection Peroentagesl - .Acoounts Receivable
GEOGRAP%% DIVISION 01;\!1!;:::‘5 ] : Peroent change As of
KIND OF BUSINESS reporting| Sepb. Sept. Aug, | Sept. 1944 Sept, 1944 September 1,

1944 1943 1044 . v, 1944
. : Sept, 1943 | Aug, 1944 {Add 000j

50ubh ALLANtAC. eseasessonssnoncsssscsrsarossossnsnre 344 109 208 114 -2 3 23,243
Automotive SupplieBeciesececscvesceosncnrsesssscnns 23 89 74 86 + 17 + 8 480
Paints and Varnishes.oseieosvesscrnnssiorrnas 4 91 88 95 -3 -8 108
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes,..... 5 78 81 88 ~-13 +5 415
Drugs and Sundries {liquor excluded).eecsesssssacs 23 ! 102 118 105 +14 +5 2,379
Dry GoodBeseceasecrcascsssvaretiossoscs 7 - 80 81 23 b +21 1,170
Electrical GOOUBeessesevesssencrarersessvsesssrsns 51 [ 81 74 ™ -8 + 8 4,654
Fresh Frults and Vegetablesese.erasssassscrcccrene 14 . 185 101 177 -8 -9 402
Groceries .and Foods, except Farm ProducisS.se... ‘ 88 162 156 187 -l +3 3,872
Meats and Meat ProductsB.sevececcacsnnces [ R39 223 227 +7 -8 342
General HardWAI'Sseecsosecssssssasscercosccnssasnes LRR .99 89 84 b -1 1,898
Industrial Supplies.escescescscaicossoscasnssnnsas 9 104 79 104 «10 +8 892
Lunber and Building Materialfecececesoccenasssnsae 8 124 133 130 -4 b 431
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 6 86 84 100 =10 +12 231
MetalBeeasersascscseosesososncassssenrsessnsssessaen 4 101 109 98 +10 -8 163
Paper and Its ProductSeccecsses crensisven 9 83 84 o3 wl2 +11 816
Tobacco and Its ProductSecececscecsesssosssosancss 15 173 156 195 -23 + 7 776
East South Centralesessessccssasscsctssnsncssvonsnes 119 114 11 11 +3 +4 10,898
Automotive SUpPPlieS,esecessvescescsrasvecscnasnnee 85 101 81 +48 +20 213
Drugs and Sundries’ (liquor excluded).............. 11 101 108 1086 +12 +13 1,951
Dry GoodBaeessee 8 8L 80 84 -7 +9 1,536
Electrical Goods....... 9 93 73 108 -4 + 5 464
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS..eeessss 8 143 138 187 -3 +12 - 1,752
General HArdware..sesseovessoscsesercnsccnscovance 10 26 88 88 + 8 + 2 1,428
Industrial SupplieBsssccsccesssvossnsssovcasonsses ] 95 84 95 +15 - 420
Plumbing and Heabting Supplies...c.cessescscressancs 4 112 110 115 +11 + 4 88
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Flectrical... 4 99 76 84 -4 -8 237
Tobacco and Its ProductSesiecssscsccisvesaensssces 4 210. 189 196 -3 -6 338
West South Centralisececececcessrcssocsisrerescsrses 212 125 117 128 -3 +5 - 17,801
Auvtomotive SupplleS..cieecssosssssosca 18 92 a7 21 +28 -8 832

. Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)...... .ol 14 102 100 102 +9 +14 2,539
DryGoods...................--.....'.......... s -] 80 78 88 ~12 + 6 1,244
Electrical GoodSeesecvecesesressssenes R4 94 70 92 ~14 + 6 1,389
Groceries and Foods, except Fam Products. o1 149 142 154 -3 + 4 8,850
. General Hardwar€aecsssseessscssnrescsossen 18 108 108 114 + 7 + 8 1,872
- Industrial SupplieSesescvscescsssssessseccecnrass 4 87 86 107 -24 +13 1,002
" ‘Surgical,Medical,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.. ] 86 €6 74 +31 + 8 168
MOUNBAIN iy g esesonassnerastsesceseravuncsrersasrsnees 101 122 118 127 -3 +2 5,904
12 84 82 83 +15 + 7 407

15 86 8 91 -27 ~ 1 762

31 158 152 155 -4 -3 1,841

Lumber’ and Bullding Materialscesessscssssssenonces 5 103 87 105 -27 -5 708
PaCifiCiesonvcnvesarivecnnsrssarscroseccsssosssnonns 218 109 1os 114 -4 -2 22,318
Aubomotive Suppli€Bececicsscossssscseens 44 20 88 20 +15 + 6 1,265
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes.. 5 77" 84 .74 -4 b 201
Shoes and Other Footwear.......................... 5 98 g2 101 -l *21 207
Dry GoOUSsscesessssenassessrascsavensrarassscnrnose 8 106 a2 97 «18 -8 1,122
Electrical GoodS..ceceescscescesstvessonnasnvossvns 24 7 75 80 -28 -14 3,870
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.cessvecessoss 5 185 190 183 + 2 ~10 €08
Furniture and House Furnishings....... 8 8L 3 78 ~16 -8 1,561
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Product. 31 187 171 180 +10 +1 4,373
Meats and Meal ProductS.icessssesccecrccsanees 5 238 269 283 +14 + 7 291
General HArdwares.esceessessecessscsnsssssoce 11 20 . 88 94 -2 + 4 4,405
Industrial SupplieS..ceessacscane sessuncsssoess 4 70 70 7% -7 -5 435
Plunbing and Heating Suppli€S.cescescssceninceccee 5 73 73 81 -5 «19 1,319
Lumber and Building MaterialS..ieseescescscccesses 1L g6 82 7 ~10 -2 1,083
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 7 120 89 o1 -8 ~25 428
Tobacco and Its ProduciBecscucecessssvencsscnconss 15 132 135 139 +3 + 2 939

8 (ollection percentages are obtained by dividing the collections by acconnts receivable for an 1dent.ical group of firms,

Less than 0.5 percent,

States Comprising Geographic Divisions

New England - (Gonn,, Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantic - (N. J., N. Y., Pa.)

East North Central - (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,
N. Dak., S, Dak.)

South Atlantic - (Del., D, G., Fla., Ga., Md.
‘East South Central - (Ale., Ky., Miss., Tenn.
West South Central - (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)
Mountain - (Ariz,, Colo., Idaho, Mont,, Nev., N. ¥ex., Utah, Wyo.)

pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash,)

)

N, ¢,, S. C., Va., W. Va.)

PR
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For release - December 1, 1944 v
: : DEPARTMENT. OF COMMERCE. . . ...

Cooperatihg: with the ' BUREAU OF THE CENSUS o ' " Current
National Association ’ : o . i Statistical
of Credit Men- = - *. 7 - WASHINGTON - T R TIEE ~Service

WHOLESALFRS' SAIES, INVENTORTES, AND CREDITS =

. OCTOEER 1944

Sales of wholesalers, as reported by 2,808 establishments s Wwere slightly (3%)
higher. for October 1944 than for October 1943, according to an announcement released today
by Jd, €. Capt, Director of the Census. Sales for October this year were J percent ahead:
of the doliar volume for the preceding month, and sales for the year-to-date also stood.
4 percent shead of those for the first 10 months of 1943,

Of the 35 wholesale trades shown separately in this report, 3 showed substantial
sales gains for October 1944 compared with October 1943-~wines and liquers, up 24 percent;
ldquor departments of other trades, up 23 percent; and clothing and furnishings, axcept

shoes, up 21 percent. Moderate increases were revealed for wholesalers of automotive

supplies (12%), groceries and foods retaller-cooperative warehouses (11%), confectionery,

fresh fruits and vegetsbles, and metals (each 10%), and drugs and sundries, dairy and . -

poultry products, general hardware, and plumbing and heating supplies (each 9%). The larg.
est decreases (15% and 25%) were noted for meats and meat productsand farm supplies,respece
tively. October 1944 sales compared with September 1944 sales revealed increases for most

of the wholesale trades in this survey, highest of which was for petroleum (.'_I.6%.)A.

~Inventories, in terms-of dollars based on cost’ values, at the close of October
1944 were 7 percent higher than those of October 1943. October stocks of liquor departments
of other tradss were up 45 percent; wines and liquors, 34 percent; specialty lines of
groceries and foods, 18 rercent; and automotive supplies, 14 percent. Substantially
reduced stocks were = noted by tobacco .and its products (15%), .dairy and poultry products
{17%), farm supplies (20%), and shoes and other footwear (21%).  Although the average
dollar value of stocks of the 34 wholesale trades was almost the same for both September
and October this year, wholesalers of beer and fresh fiuits and vegetables scored substan-
tial increases of 22 percent. . o i c e :

The stock-sales ratios for 1,650 wholesalers were 114 for Cetober 1944, 111 for

' October 1943, and 118 for September 1944. Wholesalers of shoes and other footwear, with

an 8 percent sales gain from year-to-year and a 21 percent decrease in stocks, showed a
stock-sales ratio of 26 this October as against 35 last October, Sales of groceries and

foods, except farm products, were up 5 percent, and inventories were also up 5 percent;

increase in inventories—.a stock-sales ratio of 100 for this October compared’ with 97 a
year ago. For QOctober 1944, wholesalers of tobaceo and ite products’ reported a 6 percent
decrease in sales and a 15 percent decrease in inventories, resulting inh a stock-sales
ratio-of 45 as against 48 in October 1943,

- Collections on accounts receivable were 8 percent higher for - October 1944 than
for October 1943, and 4 percent over those for September 1944. The collection percentage
for October 1944 was 123; for October 1943, 114; and for September 1944, 118, Accounts

. receivable were 6 percent less on October 1, 1944 than on October 1, 1943; and at the be-

glnning of this October the amount of -outstandings was virtually the same as the outstand-
ings_'; récorded on September 1, 1944, . ' ‘ :

. - This monthl,y:-,' study is. conducted Jointly by the National Association of Credit
Men and the Bureau of the Census, Detailed figures are’ presented in the following tables

dividual operations, by geographic divisions,

“in summary for the United States and,. insofar as the data ° permit without disclosing in-

3~ 32784



DEPARTMENT CF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON
WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES
OCTOBER 1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO~DATE INVENTORY—END-OF~MONTH (At Cost} STOCK~SALES RATIOSa
. Percent change Parcent change
of Percent Ten Number of s .

KIND OF BUSINESS firms oot. 1944 Ocb. 1044 October change months firms Oct, 1944 Cot. 1944 Oct. 31, Oct. | Oct. |Sept.

reg:xl-:izgg vs. vo. 1944 from 10 1944 reptortkmg V5. Vs, 1944 1944 | 1943 | 1544
Oct. 1943 | Sept.1944 . 194 8Yocks | got, 1945 | Sept.l9
43| Septa1944 | 4y o0y | ™50 1% | (3ad 000) epLe1944 | aad o00)

UNITED STATES 2,808 + 3 + 4 .5523,485 + 4 $3,595,355 1,680 + 7 + 1 $221,117 114 111 118

Automotive SUPPLieS..eesacavessnasonscscscrrsssssnce 251 +12 + 4 7,437 +20 ' 78,750 | 157 +14 [ s '786 147 145 153
Chemicals (indUstTiol)eeessseesensessoressnossevinas 15 | +4 +7 805 -2 16,539 8 -6 -7 *a08 8 | 106 | 102
Paints and VarnisheScasescsseocssacsscscvoncasoonsansy 61 * 2 -l 4,397 + 8 50,401 15 + 6 -1 1,740 121 121 127
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeSasecessescssss 36 +21 +14 5,279 . +11 35,379 15 -8 =16 511 64 75 86
Shoes and Other Footwearsessosssnsssvesvessensssares 26 +8 -6 16,998 c 165,463 8 -1 -28 1,817 26 35 38
T DO PP S PR TTR L RR IS - 10 -4 + 6 1,989 + 1 28,748 S -2 v 4 2,109 iss 168 185

. X 4

Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded).eesvessonsvosas 142 + 9 + 8 32,219 + 8 291,087 piv:] + 8 -1 36,768 180 150 182
Dry GoOdBoscsescorossassssssaorsoncionssasse cseen 89 -3 + 2 16,366 -1 184,543 42 wl? =5 10,189 107 111 111
_Flectrical Go0GScccesnsssseroovsossscensorsnscaranio 300 - -1 + 2 23,801 -4 252,174 R56 +13 + 2 15,265 71 B8R V2!
Dairy and Poultry ProductSeecessesescccsccocancocnses 27 +9 +7 1,521 -1 36,392 11 =~17 -9 118 28 33 | 81
Frosh Fruits and VegetableS.cesesasnasscnsssnecsanss 86 +10 c 6,308 + 1 ‘68,083 41 + 3 +22 607 22 22 is6
Farm SUpPlieScecevsecasocsecosassssccnssncsonansront 18 =25 +1 3,075 + 1 41,713 12 -20 -8 1,668 84 88 ol
Furniture and House Furnishingsececssscccavaceveecee 50 + 2 + 3 4,228 ~10 54,880 - +18 + 6 2,625 132 114 119
Groceries and Foods, exﬁgpt Farm ProductSeossssessss 665 + 5 + 5 76,943 + 8 855,612 410 o+ 5 + 4 58,053 121 120 120
Full-line wholesalers svssssesecssscessceccsassaoe ! 37 +3 +3 40,723 + 8 409,793 235 +3 + 6 35,391 121 120 118
Voluntary-group wholesalerSececcsssseensnscccosans 143 + 8 + 5 23,552 + 8 265,407 101 + 7 +2 19,121 129 130 131
Retailer perative war assesvssnsesesnsocs 1 +11 +3 3,902 7 48,282 10 +13 + 4 1,962 104 99 107
Specialty 13iN€8canvesocsesnssnssescrnossssessnenne 134 + 8 +10 8,766 +12 130,150 64 +18 + 1 3,579 =78 86 102
CONfectionerYssacesssrassrssecrasesssscssnscrscccsans 54 +10 + 8 1,363 7 12,821 28 * 3 2 602 73 74 7
Yeats and Meat ProductSccecscsceesesscsvescvsnvcsoves 65 «15 + 4 18,338 -3 305,384 49 -12 + 3 4,419 81 55 - 52
BEETyosinvsosssscsascessiosensonssasonssassssnsasuve 55 + 6 -7 1,789 +8 20,128 32 | +1 +22 214 24 22 17
Wines and LiQUOTS.sssescsvssovcnsgescivsasnanscrsses 36 L +24 +14 8,731 +19 82,468 24 +34 ¢ 9,520 140 124 181
Liquor Department of Other Trades s.ececeeceersessnses 36 +R3 +6 . 9,691 +38 93,029 34 +45 + 9 15,927 165 141 182
Potal Hardware GroUD..eesssssessnssscsssossoesasnooe 305 + 7 +2 40,289 2 438,007 167 + 6 -2 36,128 151 | 183 157
General hHardware..escscesssesstessiscrsmes 140 + 9 + 4 26,408 + 5 271,983 . 86 + 7 -3 28,052 181 | 157 181
Industrial supplieS.ecesesscesivesecnsscos 84 -1 -2 7,819 -4 106,103 54 + 1 [ © 6,949 154 142 145
Plumbing and heating supplieS..cecececcccsscscsnnas 8L + 9 +1 6,034 +3 59,521 27 +11 + 1 1,127 137 138 141
JEWELIYaeoocvonvorssosnssnnssaseavosssoovseecsosncncs 42 -5 +9 1,914 . -3 18,200 11 -7 -2 675 121 130 132
Optical GOOUSeessseessscossrsranssavasnonsseccrasioss 14 -9 -8 248 + 2 2,853 5 -2 + 3 119 137 134 120
Lumber and Building Materials...veececesoisvoveoccns 62 -7 +6 4,504 -6 53,980 33 + 5 -2 2,753 102 91 111
Machinery,Equipment,and Supplies,except Electrical.. | 52 + 5 + 8 2,474 + 1 33,006 32 +3 + 1 2,304 147 141 152
Surgical,Medical,end Hospital Igpt. and Suppli€Seaeae 18 +3 + 4 464 + 4 10,912 1 + 6 +1 412 188 183 194
HetalSesoesisscecnssasosnisvoanaosnssesosstesonsnsses 22 +10 +10 3,568 +11 46,719 10 -4 -8 2,987 125 146 150
Paper and It ProduotSessesserasesesssscsssesaravens 9 -3 +8 6,781 +3 78,802 32 + 2 + 1 2,684 100 97 109
POtrOleUMsesesoessssonssassssssnasssscscscasoscserons 5] +13 +16 323 + 8 5,421 £ £ £ £ £ £ f
Tobaceo and Tts ProductS.csssecesecoasssssrreconccans 148 -6 -1 18,782 + 3 207,199 49 =15 +3 2,391 45 48 43
Leather and Shoe Findingsceeee.s 18 -3 +9 416 -3 4,432 8 +10 +11 155 194 . 172 212
ML GCELLIANCOUS e osarsovsesssadonsasasssnsrsooasssneraoas 18 .+ 4 : c 2,314 + 8 24,439 15 - -3 -1 2,161 184 | 203 191

I B

These stook-sales ratios are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by sales for an identical group of Tiras. I : -

Nunber does not apply in all cases to the year~to-date figures.

Less than 0.5 percent.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Chiefly of the wholesale drug trade. )

Insufficient data to show separately. . ;
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WHOLESALERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

OCTOBER 1944

KIND OF BUSINESS

Number
of firms
reporting

a
COLLECTION PERCENTAGES

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

October
1944

October
1943

September
1944

Percent change

October 1944
Vs,
October 1943

October 1944
V5,
September 1944

As of
October 1,
1944
{Add 000)

UNITED STATES

2,276

1R3

114

118

-8

+ 1

$211,274

Automobive SUPPLiGS.ceocscssssocevsssonssrsavscossorsrascossonsonss

Chemicals (industrisl).ccoccossoeseccsssavssansoossonssosscsssnss

Paints and VarnisheScccecccesrecnosvssossossssercossovssescaccsns
Clothing and Furnishings, except 5ho@Secceescorcrcrossascacsccnsne
Shoes and Other FootwWeariiicececvssescarsseracscsnsersssrvsoncncs

COAlosacasosoneorotssssssocssassossvsnsscscossssnsrsnassesnccnsso

Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)eceecossscoscsesssesssasssnsee
DIy GOOUBecocsssesnvoreorcorssasassnssosssocscsscrsarcassvsarssss
Electrical G00dBscsecssesccasorsscosssrossassconsnscsnsservacsses
Dairy and Poultry ProductS.cicsscsccssesecncesnconcascanranscsacs
Frosh Fruits and VegetableS.ecocecevsaivecssenscocscasscessvnncsns
Farm SUPpliGScossccesocesssosasssossriosasessssnecossssnsssoersee
Furniture and House FurnishingSe.eeeeeccvcerarscrcscinicnnncanase

Erocsriés and Foods, except Farm Producteseessesecssccecossscess
Full-line WHOLOSELETS ¢\ svansensrecoessnssssssissosssssnsosnnse
Voluntary-group wholesalerSeccessesscsssscsnsissrcssssscssonese

. Retailer—cooperative warshouses...ecsecess

 Specialty 1iNeS.eceeisecsssussnesiavarosscnrsacsasasencraivernee

LONLECLiONEr Y acsosesscssasssesnscssssornoosssvsisnosnsencsoneion

Yoats and Meat ProductS.cessecssocmscaviosssssaresecscontcnsassne

seesrsscercsvenvury

BEET s ceeacsiasonssssossnnsasrestsinssassessraresessecrsniavonsves

¥Wines and LiQUOTBesecsisesesscesorsesareosssossossrsssarssvscsonse

Total Hardwars GrouUD.eeessvessessssbassvesssnnvosssonasossenasses
Gonieral hardware..seccassscecssosessonssssssnsssvsssnsrnessoncs
Industrial supplies..cececcsscsioscssssccsscceressossstaccsrnns

Plunbing and heating SupPliGS.ciseseveessecsacrsrcacsensscrcnss

JEHELT Yoo eseasasonssnsassonasionsrossssssasssasvassnssasssossases
Optical GoOdScesveecraoscososossssonsassanassanssssninossorvanass
Inmber and Building MaterialS.ceicsecsesscossrsiorcaconnesacvencs
Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies, except Electricalevecoossvcacs
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment and Supplies.eccusevsess

Mt 160 evoocecseecssanosoovrsasnoscbonevosseaansosersscsasssssevson

Paper and Its ProductS.cccesescncecceviosesssrocnansssvocasioenss
Tobacco and Its ProdilctSeeecvesecsocorooseessransssrvavesonsnsons
Leather and Shoe FindingS..ceeceenssvorasrssccensssveceis veevanes
MiscellaneouSeeccsancovesasosossessoosns teebamseseresirbeetenaEas

206
1R
26
33
24
10

. AR9
78
R79
19

12
42

507
276
117
15
99
26
59
22
29

278
126
75
77

31
T3
54
43
17
22

67
103
18
53

23
11
78
109
109
123

1c7
80
90
215
187
190
29

170
16l
1s4
218
144
146
245

180
176

101
107
98
87

82
88
114
100
66
129

27
213
95
131

22
101
71
88
89
122

101
77
80

213

183

220
91

158

151

176

219

144

142

238

168
1R9

92
98
87
76

79
88
109
92
67
123

85
180
93
146

94
1R
78
88
88
118

104
73
88

202

197

179
o1

163
158
183
228
138
142
231

177
158

98
104
94
81

80
87
111
101
63
ire

25
198
93
138

+ 9
=10
=14
-3
=17
-7

. b
-3
16
+14
+ 5
+ 2
-12

+1
-2
+ R
+10
+12
-1
-16

+10
-4
-4
+ 1

~13
-6

b
-2
-14
- 8
+10
=5
-17
=18
-1
+20

LERJ0 20 20 T B BNE 3N I A O

o OORNE DInnPH

+ +
o

tit 1 L + + + +
Hprjpr et o »¢5§P

+
o
=3

[ R A |
or Y 2O

+ + 1}
U

5,124

636
1,108
5,027
7,758
1,524

24,682
18,840
25,677
478
2,593
806
4,125

55,440
20,331
9,035
1,696
4,378
488
7,416

366
3,771

34,854
21,329
8,717
8,788

2 gollection percentages are obtained by dividing the collections
Less than 0.5 percent.
€ Wot effiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

B In7gd

by

accounts receivable for an identical group of firms.



WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY CEQCRAPHIC DIVISIONS

$ 9Fed

QCTOBER 1944
SALES—CURRENT HONTH SALES—YEAR~TG-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOS™
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of Percent change october Percent Ten Number of Percent change P
; . firms hi th firms iy Oct Oct Sept.
. . s change moriths : . . ept.
KIND OF BUSINESS reportig Oct, 1944 Oct. 1344 1844 rom 10 less | reporting Oct. 1944 Oct. 1944 1844 1944 | 1943 | 1044
sales : : 8t00 . .
. . ( . 1943 . .
Oct. 1945 | Sept.1944 | a9 oopy ™8 (Add 000) Oct. 1943 | Sept.1944 (aas ooo)
Ne' FNELANA.ieasesssssasrosonessssssssssoransovanaes ;§% ;1% _+_§ @1,;2% :1_1 . §171,§gs 130 +9 So_e 10,739 110 105 | 120
+ + +12 1,506 d d 4 d d d. [3
Chemicals (induatrial)................ 4 -4 -3 194 +5 a2 d d 4 d d a d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) 1 +8 +11 - 1,749 +2 17,584 10 + 1 -1 2,315 144 151 | 161
- - - +'3 82 84 55 1 62
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables..eesesssssssees 10 -3 -1 *488 c 6,502 8 +37 -10 26 12 o 18
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products......... 27 +8 .+ 8 2,492 + 4 31,370 15 c ¢ 1,912 128 150" + 140
l(eaa:gd Meat Product,s 6 -3 -8 1,108 ‘-8 23,627 8 -1 . +3 718 65 64 i 58
General Hardware..seesesess 7 -2 =10 272 +11 2,948 . d d d d d d | d
Industrial Suppli®Seeeecsccscceess 10 =10 -5 612 =11 7,096 7 c -2 832 207 178 | 199
Plumbing and Heating Supplies... 4 +13 +8 43 +8 818 d -} d -1 d | 4, d
JOWELI'Yesearsessaacnssssrossasssasscsrvaronsannass 4 -7 =10 120 +1 1,670 [ d d d d d: 4
Optical GOOdSuessconsrenssosrosvassssnvonessns 4 -2 -5 39 -2 345 | - d d d d q: d! 4
us:g;:ery,sqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical.... : i + §, ~1g 18; uc 2,603 4 + 7 ¢ 364 262 258 1 13
MOtE1Seanoceresarsnrnvssrsnvonnssnssnsnassssnssons - - 23 ] 2,323 d- d d d d q! d
Paper and Its Productsecessceccvesecese 8 -3 -2 333 + 4 3:320 § - -2 159 86 8 . 78
Tob and Tta ProductSeesessesceassosssssasenons 12 -7 +3 2,010 -2 21,314 d d d 4 4! d. d
#iddle Atlanticecessses 572 3 +9 73,461 +3 754,557 307 7 + 1 35,000 00 94 118
;:jt;:ntiv: ‘s':mhppn:a.. 4‘2 +13 *11.;5 832 +2: 6,322 34d - zd -1:5Cl 732 B4 18 ¢ 171
b 8 ane 080 ses [ + + ) d d ¢ 4 -
Clothing and hxrm.ahings, “except SNOESaaseieserse n +28 +16 3,889 +18 24,860 5 -6 -19 215 58 ° 74 : 76
Shoes and ObhST FOOLWEEPesssseasvsosssasnssnnsssss [ +31 + 4 - 628 -1 6,037 ) d d d -} d ; d’ d
Drugs :;x: Sundries (liquor excluded) seesseeescuae g: *lg +.'Lg i,azi + 4 2,084 18 +3 T =3 5,365 124 ‘ 132 . 143
GOO0AS . penrsiorasssnsnsasssosncssssssessvsaavss + * 53; -3 902 - 14 -5 -5 1,711 108 109 : 18
E1OCErACAL GOOABrynneesressessssenassssnonsasasans 84 -10 +9 8,024 -8 60,555 52 417 +9 2,744 53 3 &5
Dairy and poum-y ProductSesss 6 +16 +10 +5 15,754 d d d d d d ! d
Fresh Fruits sand Vegetables, 16 + 2 -6 779 -2 8,145 5 +33 +23 16 8 8 (S}
Farm Supplicfeccsssesecsssscessnsesse 4 =29 -2 812 +7 11,245 4 d a d d at d
Furniture and House FurnishingSeeesecscacecrescnas 13 +13 +17 908 -8 9,240 4 -2 -13 212 36 46 48
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.oecessss 80 +13 +18 13,094 +8 120,629 39 +23 +12 5,710 13 108 118
COnfectionery 5 +25 +2 208 413 74 d d d d d i da: ' a
Mosts and Meat cts, 22 25 + 4 8,686 -8 86,774 1 +10 42 702 55 | 5L i 55
BEelasosssssssensnsnes 13 +10 ~19 353 417 - 3,748 ] +354 +34 4 14 2 0
Wines and LiQUOrS.ceeses ; 14 -10 +17 2,310 +18 38,121 d d d d 4 4 4
Gensral Hardware,eeeesesisssoe 31 +6 +9 3,078 +3 53,800 17 +2 -3 2,368 157 187 | 174
Industrial SupplieScecevesssevenses 25 -8 + 4 2,169 ~11 30,127 18 +6 a1 g2 . 17
Plumbing and Heating Supplies. 19 +2L + 5 665 +8 C11,364 d d d a: a
JEWELDYeooavanianonnasnsansnne 13 -8 +18 691 -2 4,721 a’ d d a! d
Optical Go0dS.c.sssessnenssens 6 11 -6 132 -2 1,375 d a di al 4
Iumber aud Building MaterialS.ceeeessssssssssssees 14 -7 213, 1,240 -12 10,421 7 ¢ 720 | e84 ;: 82
Uachinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical.... 8 + 7 +10 630 + 4 3,331 4 -4 127 | 133 | 134
Paper and Its Products.... 22 | -0 +3 1,834 +5 28,278 9 + 9 7% { 76 | 88
Tobacco and Its Products.... 39 -1 [ 6,985 +8 66,900 11 -3 a | s s
. ’ 4 ¢ i
East Norbh Central...veeersseessssonsannerssasassase 543 +5 4 55,346 +5 607,570 354 2 00 | 102 102
Automotive Supplies..... 56 +15 + 2 1,632 +20 18,274 36 +14 141 | 1a7 141
Paints and VarnisheS.eesesessescsscssocassses 8 + 2 +6 382 + 4 3,929 d d d d; 4
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoEBesenssasdose 9 + 6 +3 278 -8 2,197 4 -5 62 w0 | &8
Drugs a;x: Sundries (liquor excluded)s.esss ves ZZ +}g + ?_ 5,23(8)‘ * g ]5;,3(;65 li *13 17, ¢ 137 i 13§
Dry GoOdSeseescesssonssansnnvsvenee . - - - - 78 m4 i B
ELOct 1081 GOoSnn v s eressesmnens : 5 o8 -1 5,044 ‘e 57,463 s . 72 1 & | 8
Dairy and Poultry ProductSsesess 12 -3 c 484 -4 6,304 5 -6 24 - 24 ; 27
Fresh Fruits snd Vegetables....................... 15 +12 + 7 678 -2 9,480 10 +14 32 . 32 ¢+ 29
Farm SUPpLlieSeesceiossesscsssorssnacccrnsssiessvoe 4 ~24 +39 241 + 8 5,387 . d d d d-. 4’
. Furniture and House Furnishings.eeevecesrcscnsaess 8 +18 7 348 ~9 4,503 d 4 [ d d, d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Productsecesvaes 120 + 7 + 6 15,866 + 9 165,243 88 +1 ! 1ns 118 120

-y . " (Contimied on mext page)



WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
OCTOBER 1944 ’

SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES-—YEAR-TO0-DATE INVENTORY-—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOS ®
GEOGRAP% DIVISION Husber of Peroent changs Octob Percent Ten Number of Poroent change Oct. 31
firms change months firns -t Octe | Octs Sept.
KIND OF BUSINESS report hg Oct‘.,s1944 Oct;sfsu 1944 rom 10 odd NP:!‘:l-‘i:x Oct;s1944 Oct‘.,s1944 1944 1941 | 1943 1944
. sto . .
. B . ept.
Oct. 1943 Sept,1944 (A2 000) mos. 1943 (Add 000) Oct. 1943 | Sept.1944 (Add 000)
East North Central (continued)
Confectioneryeeieseeraseanssscarcssvsavensrnssnces 8 +1 +11 $185 +53 $1,801 4 -5 + 2 $58 64 64 1 85
Meats and Meat Products... 18 -6 + 5 4,684 -5 53,876 14 ~10 +7 1,494 42 43 i 40
BeBrccescessscssorstcnnas 16 +13 -5 544 +10 8,044 8 =6 -2 47 22 27 . 2
9 +10 - 821 [ 9,838 5 +18 +7 526 106 113 : 103
16 +10 +5 4,487 + 4 44,844 12 [ - 4 5,398 129 143§ 142
13 -9 +5 1,123 -4 12,978 8 -7 -3 20 95 92 1 99
Plumbing and Heating Suppli€S.sssscivecsssscvscese 17 + 4 + 3 758 +5 7,601 15 +13 + 1 793 142 132 ¢ 142
JEWOLT e s uarasessrsosssacnssaronsannnsnesssasronne 9 -3 + 7 387 -4 3,598 d d d d d | 4l d
Lumber snd Building MaterialS..sesssessscocsacesas 9 +135 +17 412 +6 5,971 ] -10 «10 182 66 | 80 | 83
¥achinery,Eqpt. ,and Supplies,except” Elecirical..e. 15 + 98 ¥14 685 -1 7,148 9 +6 +1 547 2L | 117 ¢ 182
Surgical ,Medical,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.. 8 -1 +6 203 -1 6,493 4 +12 + R 145 1 . 179 | 218
MotalS,vessssrsrenrcnnavioperesioncassavnavavion S -6 +5 672 +9 13,280 d d d d d ! q | d
Paper and Its ProductSeeececcecovasccescssssonsose 24 -7 +12 2,780 +5 27,037 9 +2 c 921 95 8% | 107
Tobacco and Its ProductsS.,icccesseccssascecarnsane 34 -5 +1 3,900 +3 43,408 10 -11 +16 532 34 3% | 30
leather and Shos Findings.cpeescescsessscsssccasee 4 + 4 +3 105 -3 945 d d d d d d d
West North Centraleiisecesssssocesssecssessossorssan 207 +5 =1 38,092 +5 416,365 198 +3 e 40,805 | 138 | 138 : 133
cnnesaviien 23 +10 + 7 1,081 +23 12,707 14 +15 + 4 330 127 99 : 134
secensune 4 +18 +21 1,085 + 4 8,518 d d d d d .d d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)...... 16 +8 + 4 3,613 +5 32,665 14 +5 [} 4,986 164 170 169
Dry GoodB.eusesecessossrsnsscsncsecrvrasarsasnanas 5 =10 -1 5,204 + 1 64,236 4 «~20 -3 5,324 12 123 114
Electrical GoodS.cesscssesscsaccsscsvcarsscanssoise 30 +15 < 1,375 +12 16,531 26 +24 +3 1,119 104 96 99
Furniture and House FurnishifngS.ceessessernsnncnces [] =14 =20 784 ~15 19,018 1] +26 +18 1,712 230 157 154
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. 79 +11 -3 9,546 +10 105,026 57 + 2 + 4 11,640 145 159 139
Beercesiecescsncnnnnn 8 +13 -6 241 +14 2,623 5 +40 +56 14 21 15 12
General Hardware..... 17 +24 + 2 6,293 +11 53,324 15 +11 -5 8,723 148 164 160
Industrial SupplieS..ceessssssccosrssansssivasonns 8 -1 ~16 474 +3 4,972 d d d d d d d
Plumbing and Heating SupplieS.ecscseccss [ 10 +8 +3 523 + 4 5,194 d d d d d d (]
JOWELI Y vasesossesiassossnasersassssccosrnncscsnsse 5 ~17 + 4 103 =14 908 -} d d d d d d
Lumber snd Bullding MaterialS...iseisesvionssseise 8 -3 -7 285 -5 5,918 - d d d d d d: d
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies,except Electrical.... 7 - & + 4 305 [ 2,444 5 +24 ¢ 352 149 107 ' 144
Surgical,Medical,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.. 4 + 4 +5 80 +8 775 d d d d d d d
Paper and Its ProducliSsvesesessacnrsvesserascsanses 5 -1 +1 181 +3 2,194 d d d d d d d
Tobacco and Its ProductS.csesesssecssessscienceess 14 =20 -3 856 -1 12,438 5 -0 +3 133 46 50 44
South ALLENBIC. . sesassisraiesisannsonssasisasvesasns 410 +4 +3 35,480 +4 550,918 209 +8 + 2 17,851 29 ( 94 ! 99
Automotive Supplies 24 +17 [ 818 +13 8,022 14 + 8 <1 515 135 © 150 & 145
Paints and Varnisheseeeecescassennenss : 4 +7 +15 196 -8 1,889 4 ~12 -4 221 1z | 137 . 136
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS.cesavessonss 5 +5 +30 429 +3 2,834 d d d d d . LS d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor’ excluded).sesesseves 28 +6 +2 3,578 +6 30,146 16 +13 +3 3,888 173 . 159 | 168
Dry GoodS.cessssasaceesssisnsasninecns 10 +1 +53 1,630 +3 16,532 5 + 6 -5 674 08 | 98 ' 108
Flectrical GoodSeevrveseenssacnseas 43. +9 -1 3,454 -5 35,793 4 +13 + 5 2,173 [ 83 | 62
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables... 17 + 2 + 2 1,239 e 14,566 5 ~18 +5 61 16 ! 18 ¢ 18
Furniture and House Furnishing 4 -2 +10 254 -12 2,728 d d d d d | d! d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. v 18 -2 +3 8,784 +8 89,825 49 -3 +3 - 5,704 00 ! 108 ¢ 99
Conlectionery.cesesvesssvrassesossossrvens . 21 +11 +10 541 +9 5,147 13 7 + 4 197 53 ;. 8§ 8
Meats and Meat ProductS...eeseses -8 + 5 +15 1,024 +8 9, d d d d d: d: d
BeBreraseossscserracsecsrasrrsracne 6 ~13 + 4 361 +1 3,565 d d d d 4 d: d
- 23 +8 +10 2,537 +9 22,377 13 +8 -2 1,411 119 22 ¢ 136
13 +18 +5 1,034 + 5 9,895 9 +13 -1l 760 127 ; 125 | 122
Liamber and Building MaterialS.ececeevecesconncnnce 9 -10 + 2 562 -3 S,Zgg : : g g g ; gi :
UYachine: +sand Supplies,except Electrical.... ] + 2 *12 200 -1 3, i |
R OO A 4 11 8 186 .7 1,644 d d d d al  al ap
. 8 + B +12 387 -2 6,071 d d d d ] -3y d: a3
Tobaceo and Its Products..... verereiasnioronas 18 «10 -5 2,203 -1 24,440 10 ~32 -7 338 37 . 45 36

(Continued on next page)



WHOLESALERS® SALES AND zﬁvc%w?f(iggf’ BY GCEOCRAPHIC DIYISIONS
CTOBEY 4
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOS®
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of Porcent change Percent Ten Number of Parcent change ! E '
firms October change th firms | Oct. 3L i | Se

S . 19 et & months Oct. 1944 [Oct. 1944 * Oct. t. | Sent.

KIND OF BUSINESS rex;;;:;ubg OCtvs]_' 440 tv;s@; 1944. from 10 1944 reptox‘tking vs. vs. ¢ I 1944 1944 | 1943 ‘I 1944

mos, 1943 Stocks . ‘
Oct. 1945| Sept.1944 | (114 go0) {434, 000} Oct, 1943 |Sept.1944 ‘ thdd 000} )
e - U

East South Centrale.eereetsscassossnrcssvoncesorsnss 140 +8 + X $14,359 +9 $149,163 I3 2 c l $9,118 s iz 117
Drugs and Sundries (Liquor excluded)... 11 57 Y3 2,858 6 21,708 d d T4 | a: 4 a  d

DIy GOOSasrenvevaiossassossnaisnusss 10 =5 -10 1,445 + 8 15,003 4 -2 -1 868 | 86 81 e6

Flectrical GoodS.csssinssassssssssssncsnniee 1 +81 +8 590 +17 5,540 9 +15 -4 272 51 77 58
Fresh Fruits and Vegetableseeivesecvscorancns 8 +16 +11 297 + 8 3,373 d d 4 a 4 d d

Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS......... 34 + 1 -1 2,822 F+10 32,950 19 + 2 + 2 2,009 l 105 100 98
Confectionsryiseeevecrrsniseneanvacns 8 +12 + 5 239 +13 1,808 a d d d !| d - d d
Meats and Meat Products 4 + 4 + R 938 +13 9,404 d d d d ¢ d d d
BOETsonnrssascererranss 4 +9 e 43 -1 543 d d a4 al q d q
General Hardware.,..... 9 + 5 -4 1,877 +8 20,690 d d q ! a ! d d d
Industrial SUPPli€Seieesssviessarersssnscnseosnsan (] +15 + 2 431 +28 3,523 4 d d d d d d

West South Central...cesesressssvessnossarressasacss 252 + 4 +3 28,756 +6 286,831 182 +7 £3 . 27,358 128 128 127

Automotive Supplies..v..e. . 17 +9 + 2 715 +18 8,615 15 +24 + 7 ! 751 1 114 100 110

Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded). 17 +9 +5 - 3,123 + 9 32,479 12 +11 +2 4,521 | 183 180 189
Dry GaodS.seesserssssssanasosisronies . 7 + 4 -2 1,008 -2 9,237 d d a d d -3 d

Electrical Goods. 25 =5 -10 1,274 -2 12,878 21 +34 + 7 ) 894 * a8 28 3

Farm Supplies..sececiiosssaasessssersoseaninsvanis 4 +9 +16 428 c 3,952 4 ~58 -14 | 368 86 181 116

Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. 120 + 1 + 4 13,013 +5 126,426 89 + 6 +7 | 10,879 113 107 108

General Hardware.....esses 16 +11 + 5 2,688 + 4 27,958 11 +12 -2 | 2,558 155 1685 163

Industrial Supplies.... senassiesanens - 5 + 7 =10 1,625 * 7, 17,955 4 +1 + 4 | 2,440 241 225 180
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Eleetrical... 4 +28 +8 151 +25 3,535 4 d d | d a 4 d
Tobaceo and Its Products...cviisversncisinsesccins 8 -1 -8 772 + 4 10,039 [ d a | d Q. d d

MOUAEALN e+ v eivennssesiocuasnnsnsonsnnansossinsvoncns 124 -1 -2 9,798 +1 102,805 90 +1 -1 | 10,263 us 137 148

Automotive Supplies . 16 +5 +13 481 +16 4,563 E] +15 + 4 H 368  RC0 184 208
Dry GOodS.svesescessss 4 +1 -3 388 + 4 5,112 d d d | d i d d d

Electrical GoodS.seessascrsee 13 -6 +1 564 -7 6,018 10 +26 +12 ! 412 ; 92 &6 83
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,..... 4 +2 -3 101 =15 1,101 d d [- 3 4 d d d
Furniture and House FurnishingsS.seeeveeceie 4 =10 =11 184 -8 1,363 a d éa - ii d d a

Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.....ce.. 37 -2 -2 3,240 +5 30,228 32 + 6 -1 ! 4,508 § 153 140 151

General HArdWare...cseeeiecscnsosacsseossasss . 8 + 4 + 7 1,083 +8 8,608 5 =20 -8 ‘ 602 ;‘; 125 176 150

Lumber and Building Materials....... N 4 —13 +5 853 -17 8,280 4 +2 *2 g26 | 109 93 112
Tobacco and Its ProductsSeescesecerssanas 4 -14 +9 7R -1R 1,829 d d a 1 d , d d d

PACITACe e assssvensrnrsssassonsasassaniinnnsossassss 261 +5 + 4 38,548 +4 505,091 141 #1L +1 32,355 ; 120 125 136

Automotive SUPPLIES.eescsrasssscsrncntas .e 58 12 [ 1,773 +23 18,576 R +21 +1 1,625 ! 181 167 181
Clothing and Furnishings, except shoes..... .e ] + R +14 182 -2 1,380 d - d d -3 d 4 d
Shoes and Other FOOLWEAs.eesssseveaises . 5 +15 + 1 228 c 2,360 d d 4 4’ d 4 d
.o 9 + 1 +19 1,286 -6 13,622 a d d d* d d d

- 27 ¢ +2 4,142 -12 40,856 27 +9 -3 3,653 j 88 81 93
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.... . 7 +16 + 5 1,934 < 186,302 d [ d d y d d da
Furniture and House Furnishings.....eeecseesenicnss 9 +3 +9 1,%62 -5 13,204 d d d di{ a d d

Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.....i... 40 + 3 +3 8,086 +11 151,915 22 +12 + 1 5,310 1114 103 120
Meats and Meat ProductS.....ieecescesess . 4 + 6 c 541 + 7 10,267 d d d d . d d d
BEEricessiasassosnes « 4 +15 +3 154 c 2,486 d d a q! d d d

General Hardware...... . .13 =2 +1 4,081 -2 57,434 7 +12 + R 5,894 - 202 176 201
Industrial Suppliesic.ecesaceas 4 -5 -10 351 -1l 18,872 d d d d d d d
Plumbing and Heating Supplies....c.eeres 6 =13 +7 1,224 -11 14,588 d d d d d d d

Tumber and Building Materizgls.iessesesorsivrcnione 12 -9 + 6 787 -1 13,212 8 - #17 +2 329 ¢ 108 102 115
Mschinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 5 +3 =14 188 -3 5,860 d d 4 ! d - d d 4
Paper and Its ProductS.ssiccecicenceaceansnencians 5 +13 +15 810 + 2 7,1C0 -3 d d d. d d d

Tobacco and Its ProductS........ . 16 ~R0 -4 1,521 + 1 18,763 6 . -3 i +3 [ 218 & 45 44 46
Leather and Shoe FANdingS.ssecoessvessasnorveocnre 4 -1 +2 100 +8 1,421 d d ! 4 [ d. d a d

¢ Less than 0.5 percent., :

@ The stock-sales ratios are percertages obtalne ¥

nig stocks Dy sales for an identical group of firms.

b Nurber does not apply in all cases to the year~to-date figures.

States Comprising Geographic Divisions: New England - (Comn., Maine, Mass,, N. H., R. I., V&.)
. Middle Atlantic - (N. J., N. Y., Pa.)
Eest North Central — (Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohie, Wis.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kens,, Yinn., Mo., Nebr.,

7- 9278

N. Dak., $. Dak.)

d Insufficient data to show separstely.

South Atlantic - (Del., D. C., Fla., Ga., Md., N. C., 5. C., Va,, W. Va.)
East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn,)

West South Central - (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)

Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. lex., Utah, Wyo.)
Pacific - {Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

g aided



For releagse - January 3, 1945

Cooperating with the DepARTMENT OF COMMERCE _ Curvent
National Association BUREAU OF THE CENSUS Statistical
of Credit Man , . Service
WASHINGTON

WHOLESATERS' SALES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS
 NOVEMBER 1944

) - A slight (3%) sales increase was reported by wholesalers fop November 1944 over
November 1943, according to an announcement released today by J. C. Capt, Director of tha
Census, For November compared with October this year, wholesalers sales dropped back
slightly (2¢), but for the year-to=date (11 months) the dollar volume was 4 percent shead
of that for the corresponding period of 1943, These data are based upon reports covering
2,630 wholesale establishments, ' ,

Three of the 35 trades shown’separately'in this report showed substantial sales
gains for November 1944 over November 1943: Surgical, medical, and hospital equipment and
supplies;, up 26 percent; and liquor departments of other trades and automotive supplies,
each up 19 pereent, Uoderate increases were revealed for wholesalers of shoes and other
footwear (12%4), groceries and foods retallerscooperative warehouses (109, voluntary-group
wholesalers of groceries and foods and dairy and poultry products wholesalers (each 9%),
Sales dropped off for wholesalers of dry goods (4%),chemicals and farm supplies (each 5¢),
wines and liquors and paper and its products (each 7%), and optical goods (8%). November
1944 sales were up substantially over sales of October 1944 for only surgical, mediecal,
and hospital equipment and supplies (24g). '

Inventories, in térms of dollars based on cost values, at the close of November
1944 were 4 percent higher than those of November 1943, November 1944 stocks of automotive
supplies were up 17 percent; wines and liquors, 16 percent; beer, 13 percent; plumbing and
heating supplies, 12 percent; leather and shoe findings,10 percent; and drugs .and sundries
and geheral hardware, each § percent, ‘Stocks of optical goods and of Jewelry were off
slightly (27 and 3%, respectively), Inventories were down substantially for wholesalers
of shoes and other footwear (152), . furniture and house furnishings (16¢), metals and dry
goods (each 192), and dairy and poultry products (26%). '

The stock-sales ratio for 1,592 wholesalers was 119 for November 1944, 121 for
November 1943, and 117 for October 1944, Wholesalers of ‘paints and varnishes, with a
slight (2%) sales decrease, on a year=to=year comparison, and almost no change in stocks,
showed a stock-sales ratio of 153 this November as against 150 for November 1943, Sales

For November 1944, wholesalers of tobacco and its products reported a small (32) decrease
in sales and a 7 percent decrease in inventories, resulting in a stock-sales ratio of 44
as against 46 in November 1943, '

for November 1943,and 2 percent short of those for October 1944. The collection percentage
for November 1944 was 124; for November 1943, 119; and for October 1944, 126. Accounts
receivable were 4 percent less on November 1, 1944 than on November 1, 1943, and at the
beginning of this November the amount of outstandings was virtually the same as the out.

This monthly study is conducted Jointly by the National Association of Credit
Men snd the Bureau of the Census. Detailed figures are presented in the following tables
in summary for the United Stetes and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing 4
dividusl operations, by geographic divisions,



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
WASHINGTON

WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND XNVENTORIES ’

Number does not apply
Less tham 0.5 percent,

Criefly of the wholesale drug trade.
Insufficient data to show separately.

3- 5;%«/

e Oaop

Not, affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

] -
These stock-sales ratiocs are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by sales for an
in all cases to the year=to~date figures.

NOVEMBER 1944
e i cememres
: SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR~TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) !' STOCK-SALES RATIOS °
! . - - - :
Numb: Percent change - Percent chan;
KIND OF BUSINESS | Nugber of Novenber | Fercent Eleven Munber of ge Nov. 30, | . ot
g - change ront, : . ov. :-Nov. .
reporting lov, 1544 t Nov. 1544 1944 from 11 1544 reporting | NOV. 1944, Nov. 1544 | 1o44 1044 | 1045 | 194
sales o ! 3 stocks LS : i
Nov. 1943 t. mos. 1243 .
) . ov. 1943 | Oct. 1944 | 1149 g00) (Add 000) Nov. 1943 | Oct. 1944 | 1,40 o0 !
UNITED STATES 2,630 *3 | -2 $291,618 +4 $3,949,762 1,582 -4 c $208,269 e ﬂi w17
JR e | -
AULOMOLiVE SUPPLLES. vicsssssaansstosaassaniotnsenins 203 #19 ' =1 ! 6,635 i 20 87,168 1ea b7 ¢ ! 5,417 f 152 © 151 182
Chemicals (industrizl)uessseess cevirenet 12 ~5 -5 855 -3 18,441 6 + 4 + 1 f 902 % 133 114 7120
Paints and Varnishes...eceeeee veo 58 -2 -1 3,484 + 7 53,946 14 -1 -1 f 962 153 150 , 146
Clotking and Furnishings, except Shoes., - 30 +3 -1 4,234 +10 39,625 14 -14 -5 ! 420 64 83 ¢ B0
Shoes and Other FOOLWEAT.ssssseas-raascacarsnvionens R3 +12 =13 7,568 + 1 175,051 11 -l *5 : 2,352 37 48 ' 31
CoaLliscvrnssonsavesnssosasascs S L L R 9 +5 + 3 2,114 +'R 31,347 I 5 | +13 + B 3,944 262 235 262
) ! t X 1 . "
Drugs and Sundries {liquor excluded)..eovesvovsesses 127 + 7 -9 27,400 § +6 | 322,875 ! 98 . +5 -1 ' sso0m Y 186 157 EPT
Dry Go?ds..................,....... cenrvies | 83 -4 ! -11 15,185 ! -1 200,686 | - 45 i -19 -8 ' 11,990 , 116 133 109
Electrical GO0dS.seestasessersrssasensnevssrsaasuoer | R67 + 5 | 7 19,286 -4 . 273,800 B +13 +1 i 13,806 f 80 74 88
Dairy and Poultry ProductBeessacecsvesvace Teewe 28 + 9 : + 5 2,392 c 39,730 5 -2 c ! 235 20 30 22
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.. . AP 83 -1 - s 5,402 + 1 73,738 49 ¢ + 1 785 | .20 20 19
Farm SUPPLieSeecessesaceessssacrasasisncrunsretoess 19 -5 ! + R 2,138 [ 44,258 12 -1l + 4 1,531 157 !+ 189 148
Furniture and House FurnishingSeeeessevasecvenvnsane 4] -1 i -7 2,068 =10 57,329 14 16 -2 745 8l 91 82
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSesvevscesss 628 + 7 | +1 74,435 + 8 947,749 396 + 8 + 4 59,383 128 132 125
Full-line wholesalers®sscececevrcosconnsn . 348 + 8 + 3 - 40,541 +8 453,387 221 + 3 + 4 33,882 ° 124 129 123
Yoluntary-group wholesalers.ees..es 138 + 9 *1 21,694 + 8 294,635 98 + 3 + 4 18,871 137 146 133
Retailer-cooperative warehouses.eas 17 +I0 +3 4,578 + 8 53,669 10 + 8 + 7 2,824 116 124 110
Specialty lines.eoeecessenmcorss 125 [ -4 7,622 +10 146,058 67 + 5 +9 3,808 106 : 105 93
Confectionery,.esssssesisoce 53 + 1 -6 1,215 + 7 14,036 %5 +5 + 3 539 7% i 72 71
Meats and Meat ProdUctSeeevesacoscssvassvenonsroncns 66 -3 +3 27,288 -4 | 343,062 40 —14‘ +9 2,803 o 47 Az
BEETesssossotasacssossvanes 57 + 5 -8 1,621 +8 21,995 36 . +13 +15 336 35 33 29
. Wines and LicUOrSeecsssessccresonse 31 -7 + 5 5,250 +17 88,863 2L +16 -l 1,760 104 111 108
Liquor Department of Other Trades®ecerseevess 1 +19 + 9 10,423 +35 103,957 £ £ £ £ £ £
Total Hardwere Group...........................’..... 281 + 3 -5 33,764 + R 477,907 176 +-5 -1 34,190 156 156 149
General hardware... 134 + 5 -6 22,567 + 5 208,254 84 + 5 -3 24,011 155 159 148
Industrial supplieS.cecsvessecsssssces 81 c -1 7,762 -4 115,759 54 + 4 + 5 8,521 161 1s1 156
Plumbing and heating su 1i€S.conuvrsresascnoasras 66 + 1 -3 3,435 +3 63,894 38 +12 -1 1,658 150 146 139
g g Supp. ’
JEWELI e evnransenosornnansunsertaservuronassstesens 4 ¢ +3 2,050 -3 20,811 18 -3 -7 1,044 146 | 159 | 182
Optical GOCEScaessoavssasins camvevenses 14 -8 -R 208 - + 1 2,896 ] -2 -3 i 85 123 97 105
Lumber and Building MaterialS.eesesvevocanasasenanse 59 + 2 -3 4,028 -5 59,752 31 +1 + 4 2,683 131 126 120
Machinery,Equipment ,and supplies,except Electrical.. 54 + 4 -5 2,778 + 2 37,710 35 +10 + 1 2,804 136 1R7 132
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.. 18 +26 +24 1,147 + 6 12,829 12 =9 -] 763 75 106 95
MOt S e cvsorosasransssvossnssonnsresonsrosasonocss 21 [ -7 2,434 +10 49,764 1 ~19 ~11 3,112 155 190 163
Paper and Ifs ProductS.i.... '73 -l'é - g 6,21215 + g Bg,iglé Séf - 5!‘ - 51‘ 2,881f 1ozf’ IL03f 96r
PetrolelMs ccecesseossosoaonnrrsansse -. - + ’ .
Tobacco and Its Productssiceseesries 144 =3 + 2 17,154 +2 | 228,562 45 -7 -1 1,651 44 i 48 48
Leather and Shoe FindingSe.see.veses 39 -1 -8 686 ! -2 ‘ 5,R82 19 +10 -4 513 181 ;. 177 183
Hiscellaneas,ieeeveonsssnovais ebsnsseesinenseaes ! 16 +R2 - [ 2,008 | + 8 26,547 ! 47 +37 -4 16,821 149 127 166
! i :
identical group of firms.

2 afeq



WHOLESALERS® ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS

NOVEMBER 1944
COLLECTION PERCEI\ITAGESa ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
. ;‘U??el‘ Percent change As of
[+} rms T
KIND OF BUSINESS repo:ting November ‘Novenmber - October November 1944 | November 1944 Novenber 1,
1944 1943 1844 vs. vs. 1s44
November 1943 October 1944 (Add ooo)
UNITED STATES 2,131 124 119 126 -4 o+ 1 $196,786
Automotive SUPPLiBS.sssseessnrcsorsssasssssssrsisssasnsssserasosses 173 95 95 94 12 +. 1 4,902
Chemicals (indUSErial)icseesserorsnsrssseonassvaeseassonsssaovans 11 118 ‘112 110 -5 -3 764
Paints and VarnisheS..cececessscescssscsesassrsarsnessescvasonsssne R5 86 . 75 7 19 -14 937
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoES.esesesecasenvenceccoasaies 28 106 98 114. b -2 . 4,312
Shoes and Other FOOLWeAr...eeesssisnvessesaosstsccssressnsnvennes 20 92 94 110 -5 + 1 7,216
COBLoeeossaaorsarnserssassissssassonennsoassssrssonssssoscosanpunses . 9 132 122 123 b +5 1,681
Driigs and Sundries (liquor €x010ACA) vuorenvrrnannrosrrsarsirranes 115 104 101 106 +3 + 6 ‘23,508
DIy GOOUSuessoesvannsnisssonsaneonsasssssnasstonansososaesasernns 7 81 79 80 -7 -6 18,754
Electrical GOOUSeesesossesssscssssssscssrasesnsssssrssstcssocrans 252 . : 87 80 - 87 =10 . -1 19,524
Dairy and Poultry Products..... sesessrbessesssssissnsenne 18 216 192 200 -3 -2 713
Fresh Fruits and VegetableSecsoesssscesiscorrssscsovsss ves 62 201 188 197 -2 -5 1,920
Farm SUPPli€Sascsessveessssessosssserssrssossaasoocissnas v .14 223 223 202 <11 -4 818
Furniture and House FurnishingS..ecssecvevesssssconcsessansononccs 33 99 87 99 =16 -2 1,837
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS...ceecssssoscrcrcciones 475 159 159 169 + 3 + 3 35,501
Fill=line wholesalersCeeeeescessesssasseiossrsnsnssosnasssssoss 260 149 151 161 + 3 + 4 21,141
Voluntary-group Wholesalersacsssseessrsisssesrsnaensosnsoaceser 110 174 168 185 + 3 + 5 8,874
Retailer—-cooperative WarehOUSeS..eesevcesevossvsrsossasacvecns 14 R46 242 220 + 4 -9 1,556
Specialty 1ineSe.eaceessscssevanresssrsrsioaarascercioe srnsaien o1 145 152 156 + R + 1 3,930,
COnfeCtioner eoecaiavassanssoossosnasnssicsssnsscocsioncscscoccaes 24 142 158 142 + R + 4 407
Meats and Meat ProductScssseseisscsessseraevorressivinssevivasons 62 252 R35 272 =12 + 6 9,922
BT e v sessonennivrsasssssionsrssssssvesssvoassssnrarentsasrernes -2 160 152 175 * 4 - & 354
Wines and LiQUOTSesesssececsssscovacosanstonsosseviosassnstosonee 26 in 182 205 -7 +22 2,326
Total Hardware GroUD.ecscecvsevssssesssassssonsssssscsrcnaosoncns 257 100 94 102 -4 + 1 30,960
General hardWarC.eesseessssssvesssasvocestoseessannrionds 122 105 101 107 + R + R 19,811
Tndustrial SUPPlieS..esseesocsssssossssrsareocsiorsssssvnonsoas 73 95 - B4 98 -19 b 7,420
Plumbing and heating BUPPLIES.eesaonssvsvanssassssssrensosssons o 62 83 85 88 -3 -3 5,729
JOWELI T e s cvensasssssasensssanssssonossssnasasssssansataoiooinces 36 72 72 69 -4 +18 1,7
Optical GOOAS.sessoseastssscsrvaassiscessessnsnnssaveveesssnnisos 11 90 92 88 =11 -1 198
Lumber und Building MaterialS.ecesceeserssessrroniensonscrrscecnse 55 109 113 110 T+ R + 3 3,675
Machinery, Equipment, and Supplies, except Electrical.cesccscnces 44 93 87 96 -8 -1 2,517
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Equipment anc Supplies.iccsecesce ' 17 69 52 68 =26 ¥4 1,228
MELALSuareneasannonnasssssassosensanrossssssnooncuaossonsossoases ’1 145 138 139 b - R 1,797
Paper and Its PEOAUCES s s s e sennsssessnsansnssnsassnsessnsssannsss 65 95 89 95. -12 +3 6,086 o
Tobacco and Its ProductS.ieseessssessssassososiiovsansosoncassas 101 227 198 218 =20 -5 5,2938%
Leather and SHOE FinOingSe.eesesssssressnssssssnssnosarsasscencs 32 100 98 97 -2 -2 581 % °
MiSCA11aNEOUS suusesesnssssnsrsssvasanisamenriersronsetnaisenscie 46 11a 114 117 + 2 b 1,996 ¢

2 gollection percentages are obtained by dividing the collections by accounts receivable for an identical group of firms.

Less than O, § percent.
© Not affilizted with voluntary or cooperative groups.
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEQCGRAPHIC DIVISION
HOVEMBER 1844 .

SALES-——CURRENT MONTH

SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE

INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost)

a
STOCK~SALES RATIOS

! T
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of | __Fercent change November | Percent | Eleven Number of Percent change
firms | i  change nths 1rmS | Nov. 1944 Nov. 1944 | Nov. 50 :
s Nov. 1944 | Nov., 1944 wmo; : ov. lov, ov. Nov. | Nov, Oct.
I OF BUSIESS alest |, Ve v B w11 e “atocks b1 o 948 | 1944 | 1983 | 1544
. 1943 Nov, 1943 | Oct, 1944
Nov. 1943 | Oct. 1944 (Add 000) mos (Add 000) o (Add 000)
New Englantesesseesstssscsscsnrsossooctacevessrannss l§1 _.c -3 $13,051 -1 $157,481 lo4 *+ 6 ¢ $8,772 1 | M1 | us
Automotive SupplieSesscecessecivrosioces . 8 + 3 -l 229 + 8 1,818 4 & -1 167 156 161 158
& i 1i r excluded).. e 8 +3 -7 1,340 + 2 19,233 8 + 1 +5 2,156 61 | 184 143
grz—;ggozgimdnes(lqm) 6 -5 ~3 "l01 -6 2,005 5 +16 -5 101 55 . 45 1 5
* Electrical GoodS.sesesseeses cae ‘18 -9 + 6 800 ~18 17,393 15 -8 +15 Sgg ?g | ZZ ! g{z
Presh Fruits and Vegetables..e.vesssvessenssns 12 +10 +17 778 +1 7,299 8 =17 —..i L AR N
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.... R7 +7 [ 2,094 + 4 34,713 15 + 1 + 5 i .
Meats and Meat ProductsS.csccecscsviacnionssns 4 =11 ~25 1,55> -7 25,18: d g g g gf : . :
, 7 + 7 +3 281 +10 3,22 d . . .
g -8 + 1 513 =10 7:657 8 -4 -1 ! 835 ; 184 ig;l igi
Plumbing and Heating Supplies.. ey 5 ¢ -lg 33; + 7c 1 ggg 4& - 4d Z i 21.25d :. 184d. . 4
JERELIY e onsenvannatniratonninanons g -4c :5 i -2 4 A N - il 4 R
Optical GOOdSeeseosnssenane : _s r B o 2,548 g " A Q| 4 5 4
MetalsS.ceeeessensasnnss 7 2 Te e o fagd A a6 .2 115 I 7 _ c8
Paper and Its Products. - L1 3 23.507 4 d 4 4 4 4 4
Tobacco and Its Products.. 12 ~13 -4 ’ - B .
7 =3 26,893 108 10 105
Middle AtlantiC...cieeevecccsevesrassasscssrencncues §l_o§ Eﬁa_ _sc _(ﬁ,_%% :_2_512 ,8_2%.% -_‘2_?_: f_e =2 28 1% fé =
Automotive Supplies.. “eesane b = 2 o s ’829 4 4 A " 4 d a
Paints and VarnisheSeesssecscnesacsssiadons e 5 -5 :'L'L 5508 D 28,008 A .o 18 ! 183 os 61 "
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes...... . 10 + S ,445 A 6'482 4 2 # . = 4 A
Shoes and Other Footwear.....sesssssesss . 7 :2‘51 - - : 5o va iy ” -1 .l 4,218 1358 140 118
‘Drugs and Sundries (liquor:excluded).... . Zg vs o 3:517 i3 50:802 e 3 -12 Lesr | e0 108 P
DXy GOOGS:eacnsssssasacsansasssasarsancans . 29 r3 - 3,517 -3 o u = i o | 75 7 bt
Electrical GoodSeseeses ceee . 3 - Y 1.,305 T 17307 4 33 -2 166 | 21 35 24
Dairy and Poultry ProductSesesvessseccsves -t o o 3 87850 S o5 0 N 10 y
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables...eouvssvescass 11 e o o Ts 120186 a 4 d a 4 4 d
Farin SUPplieSsseesssecccscesossanasisonses . 't e e i o7875 4 d q a d d q
Furniture and House Furnishings.cesescccecescecsion 6 b -3 10,216 T e 185,516 12 .4 ‘6 6,143 ; 18 - 121 112
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. i g T ’ s "2 776 4 4 a4 d ! d a
Confectioneryssasvesses 19 -1 14 9,008 -6 | 96,95 17 -2 .5 ws | © %0 "
Yeats and Meat Products.. evanves s 5 -7 327 +16 4,075 +41 - 5“l ; lsd 11d l4d
BEETasieeerassasassnnen . u -16 +14 §.g§tl‘z :13 %,g’zli 15:1 ) 7d . ot | et
Zg iy -3 1,677 16 32,075 - 16 .2 +1 1,525 i ;:g ;gg i.ég
al § 1e9ecnneniasann - 1927279, s ry ¥ H
%i‘&é’és&% and g&tins Suppliies. ﬁ :2§ + g gig :Z 5547 4 a 4 a 4. a4 4
JEWELTYerossnssnsisssocanvasne . Ta ‘o 150 Z3 1,527 4 d a ! al . d d d
Optical GOOdSiasscisssncosnrncns 1 o3 - s Tt 1480 s +20 7| a7z 181 - 108 150
Lumber and Building Materials..ecsecssesvscsssscins . 15 o gt = 5,995 4 d . a4 i d a q
Machinery,Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Eléctrical... : s > 1724 T 51,050 13 -7 -4 728 | 66 66 64
Paper and Its ProductS.secesccsoscesssvareicseons - §'§ e T3 7’268 e 74,612 o o3 17 354 " 34 0 4
Tobaceo and Its Products.. vesvenss 8 c . ’ 54 13 234 d 4 d d il d d 4
Leather and Shoe FindingSeesecssssiosviovocacrsnsan . . o2 505 | e ) s w
3 S 667,675 320 1 *2 (825 i U2 1S 11l
East NOrth Centrales.eeeseesossoviossenssvansrasenas % 3'1% ____gc si'.g';i _:_1_9 sg.en 2 - £ L lsod Med 1454
-9 339 + 4 4,276 d /d d d
7 e -17 170 -8 2,367 d 4 d d a & d
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoe : Ta e 4537 T e §7.776 16 -2 c a502 | & 137 192
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)s..... 2‘3 o1 i 1’080 I3 15,740 4 -1 18 504 P 55 64
Dry GOOGBaveessssscsosnsanssnesessansseses o T s 3601 T e o1 624 4 V15 o 2,506 79 71 89
Electrical GoodS.sesseecssasnes b v Ny 479 3 6,663 7 6| + 8 56 21 19 17
Dairy and Poultry Products.. i - va a5t “2 1 e 10 +4 1 w4 167 a1 33 32
Fresh Frults and Vegetables. 4 s o4 182 v s f 5,533 4 ! P d d a d d
Farm SupplieSeeseuessecassaseaaasss o o o 203 w7 | 4,948 a | a d d . d d d
Furniture and House FurnishingS..seccsssves 15 b 1 16,597 o ' 185178 84 el 6 | 12,682 126 132 120 -
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products... 1 . M i3 *350 va 17 T aoe i o N 56 82 53 54
Confectionery.casestoossssanesssrssscvesocsroasnie } ] ; ! i L

2. 5524y

{Continued on next page)
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND ENVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
NOVEMBER 1944

SALES--CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO~DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATTOS
; Percent change . Percent change
GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Nu,::er of g Noverber | Percent Eleven Nu,;i,:;; ¢ g Yov. 30,
KIND OF BUSINESS TS | Nov. 1944 | Nov., 1944 1944 change months Nov. 1944 | Nov. 1944 1944 Nov. | Nov. | Oct
repo;ting vs. vs. from 11 1944 "°sl';°$ki"5 vs, vs, 1944 | 1043 | 1044
sales mos, 1943 S N
- Nov. 1943 | Oct, 1944 (Add 000) (Add 000} Nov. 1943 | Oct. 1944 (ada 000)
East North Central (continued)
Meats and Meat ProductSessesssvosccenseroccseassas 15 ~12 +15 $3,809 -5 $57,685 g -11 +20 §1,4683 48 46 48
Beericessssrenenioe 16 +13 -4 494 +11 6,735 10 +10 +6 57 23 26 21
Wines and Liquors.. 7 +23 + 6 532 + 1 10,578 5 +22 +3 305 104 a7 107
General Hardware,...ssssss 19 + 9 -8 4,056 + 5 50,251 13 -7 -2 5,225 148 171 139
Industrial SuppliGS.cesescescecccccens 13 + 1 [ 1,048 =3 14,082 8 =10 ~ 4 327 9 11 99
Plumbing and Heating SuppliesS.sseesess 0 +13 + 1 880 +6 8,526 17 +13° -1 996 164 162 159
JEWELTTesvssseessssssevscasanssnns 14 +10 -1 616 - -2 4,232 4 +13 -5 455 169 1 186 | 188
Lumber and Building Materials.cesessiseaces 12 +18 =15 621 +7 6,687 5 -18 -2 178 81 108 . 66
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electr:.cal. B 14 + 3 -9 728 ¢ 8,307 10 + 1 +2 676 119 126 § 109
Surgical, Medical ,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies. [ +35 +33 868 +3 8,038 5 ~14 + 1 496 58 91 | 78
MELELS e eraearoeeconeansesonnsonseoncssrennssnsvoes 5 c -2 903 + 9 14,768 4 ~20 +10 1,185 [ 132 . 185 | 118
Paper and Its ProductSeceiessese 22 -7 -2 2,472 +.4 29,509 7 + 5 -3 730 98 ° 86 , g9
Tobacco and Its Products.. 35 -7 -1 2,419 +2 46,083 12 + 2 -1 164 42 0 38 . 44
Leather and Shoe Findings.eseveveescssssevoosansss 9 + 1 -8 148 -3 1,083 d d d d d: di d
West North Centr@l..cceeseescssetonnassvnns varacans 274 +4 -4 34,577 +5 454,988 188 +1 -2 39,546 146 | 148 ia1
Antomotive SupplieSaess. ceesese 20 +19 -4 287 +23 14,107 11 +38 + 332 154 @ 1g1 141
Shoes and Other FoolWeal'sseeecasocness X 4 «10 -6 785 +3 10,301 T d d d d d; 4 d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded) 15 +5 -6 ,082 + 5 35,914 13 + 4 =1 4,249 188 ¢ 1720 ¢ 159
Dry GoodSesesscessvense . 4 13 =15 5,632 -l 69,868 4 =28 Twll 6,999 124 149 - 118
Electrical GoodS.esesesivacsrssscesnoes cesve 29 +26 +10 1,512 +12 18,201 28 +30 c 1,276 9% ; 9L : 105
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.seevaseses ceves 7 +17 ~15 544 +11 7,168 4 -14. + 9 106 83 - 41 . 25
Furniture and House FurnishingS..ecscescessscsssee 5 -3 -2 357 -15 19,376 d d (<] d d a4 d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductsS..ciese.. 76" +15 ¥4 10,300 +10 118,212 57 +12 + 3 13,718 153 | 158 154
BeBrecswssicsosesscsotnncvonsesans 10 + 8 wl2 240 +14 2,883 [ +37 +13 28 35 + 28 « 29
General Hardwar€.e..s. 15 + 5 -9 4,959 +11 58,283 13 + 7 -5 7,085 152 | 147 i 144
Industrial SupplieS.scecesscsveecsscssesses K:] -2 -8 452 +2 5,486 4 ~23 -9 257 183 | 186 1 147
Plumbing 'and Heating SupplicSesesesssocse 10 -1 =11 465 + 3 5,855 5 +24 -2 210 1z ;. e ;| 93
JOWCLr Y esansssossnsssareonssoss 5 -2 + 5 161 -2 1,091 4 -19 -1 90 122 | 142 | L7
Lumber and Building MaterialS.essessecsesscsssesss [] +10 +17 R18 -3 8,726 d d 4 d a: d d
Machinery, Eqpt.,and ‘Supplies, except Electrical.. 8 -4 =15 _79 [ 2,723 6- +18 + 2 - 419 183 148 158
Paper and Its ProduttS.ceescecessscrvsnsaccsnssnise 6 ~10 -4 210 +1 2,404 [ d d d d! d . -3
Tobacco and Its ProductBecivecssssereasassissssnes 14 -1l + 1 714 3 14,179 5 -19 + 3 143 50 56 ! 49
Leather and Shoe FindingS.ecessevoncesrvesssssnnss 8 -1 -3 93 -2 750 4 +36 -2 106 1§ 233 171 228
i
South AL1antiCiescsesssesesessrsesanscionnsssssonses 377 +5 =1 31,359 + 8 385,531 2y +8 + 2 18,984 | 105 : 104 plan
i seenw . R3 +27 +10 978 +14 9,439 12 +20 + & 451 || 150 : 126 152
Paints and VernisheS.siessessssasses IPPEORenN 5 -8 -2 214 -8 2,108 5 -14 -7 @7 | om ! oue 17
Clothing and Furnishings, except Sho€S.eceecescesss 6 -6 =14 317 + 2 3,11 d d d 4 | d: d d
Drugs and Sundries.{liquor excluded).sesssisesesecs 22 +10 -3 3,071 +7 33,407 15 +13 + 3 3,942 | 176 172 ¢ 172
DIy GOOGSsacensccosrsnssressassosssses canenn 10 + 8 ~17 1,560 +3 18,082 [ -3 -4 812 117 139 104
Electrical G000Seeseeasssssosansosesansnissianines 37 ¢ -3 3,184 -5 139,349 34 +11 +1 1,923 80 - 75 78
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables... 17 -1 c 1,178 c 15,825 1 9 -4 -3 138 18 B . 18
Furniture and House Furnishihg; 4 -2 -4 256 =11 - 2,985 d d d d: d a: d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductsSceeecases 114 6 + 1 8,774 +8 99,558 50 -5 + 4 47182 i 96 08 . 94
COBLECEiONEr T e ssnnnsavessrsrsaasssosossse 21 + 2 -2 401 +9 5,548 12 +10 +.8 206 4§ 62 88 5§
Meats and Meat Products,. : 6 +8 -12 946 +8 10,364 [ a d d | d d . 4
BEOresrsosnncssssconnnene 6 -6 -2 291 +1 . 3,869 C 4 +12 +32 s | e6 53 2
Genteral HardWare,ssseoness 22 +11 -5 2,271 +9 24,904 15 +19 +1 1,855 ] 146 127 : 136
Industrizl SUPPLieS.ccssesoerscosarsersssnns 12 +30 + 2 1,026 +7 10,991 8 +10 -3 645 | 100 = 128 ; 115
Lumber and Building MaterialS.cscessssostcrsccence 11 3 -4 6(2)64 -2 g,ggi Gd - l':1 z 548d x" ].76d i 1'70d i 1576.
i . cept Elsctrical.. 6 + 5 3 2 [ K § i F
e B e i 2 +8 14 212 +7 Less d a d R S
I ductsees . 8 -6 ~10 428 -2 »68' 3 M P
;zgzgc:ngnduitir;rogucﬁs... 17 c +5 1,929 -1 26,705 7 411 -5 10 85 ; 3a | a2
i I H i

5-3z3¢y
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. WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

NOVEMBER 1944

SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES R.ILTIOSa

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of Percent. changs November || Percemt | Eleven Number of Percent obange Hov. %0

firms e change firms . ’
KIND OF BUSINESS reporting Nov:r 1944 | Nov. 1944 | 1944 g, | months reporting | NoVe 1944 | Nov. 1944 1944 Nov. | Nov. | Oct.
oales s. vs. Logs | 194 stodks s, vs, 1944 | 1945 | lo44

Nov. 1943 | Oct. 1944 fLos. Nov, 1843 | Oct. 1944°

(Add 000} {Add_000) {Add 000)

East SOUth Cenbralevicesssssossooassssssansesivoness 135 +8 -4 13,454 +9 | $164,005 i) e + 3 $10.221 u7 | =1 phE]
Automotive Supplies.......................‘ veaens 4 +23 + 2 127 +30 2,591 d d . d d d d d
Drugs and Sundries (1liquor excluded).. .ee 13 +8 -4 2,363 + 7 24,202 [} [} d d d <] d
Dry Go0dS.ssesasesannsasenss 9 + 2 24 1,025 + 6 16,028 d d d d d d d
Electrical GOodS,esevessrose 10 +28 +10 530 +18 6,140 8 +19 * R 252 54 59 58
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS.essscessscssrscccsseccs 5 +23 -8 135 +9 3,508 d d d d d| d d
Croceries and Foods, except Farm Products..esesees 33 +10 +1 2,876 +10 36,424 .19 -11 +10 ' R,208 108 | 134 v 100
CONTeCtiONerFessensessesossssiorusacsraccrsn . 8. -3 -14 205 +11 2,013 d d d d di 4 4
Meats and Meat Products. . 4 -8 -8 863 +11 10,287 d d da a ! a! d d
BéElessecisrssascronns cieea 4 -21 -13 46 -5 608 4 - § +20 53 L 1is . 97 | 88
General Hardware..... senae 1 +1L -2 1,958 +8 22,649 4 +12 - 1,028 | 14 :° 135 ! 129
Industrial SupplieS.cessessscssoscarescasarnncniasns 4 +23 -5 342 +28 3,865 d d - d d . d. 4’ a
Machinery, Egpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 4 +12 + 9 173 +11 2,375 d d d 4% d d d
}obacco and Its ProductSieeeescssscioseccoceraacioe 4 +10 - +17 927 + 1 9,353 d d d d d d a

Hest South Centraliceeeeeseoscsosss 233 +6 -3 24,917 + 8 314,941 186 +7 +1 25,202 131 130 126
Automotive SUPPLi€Seicasssorsscserescass 12 +25 + 8 593 . +18 7,72 9 +29 + 1 523 102 100 111
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded).... 18 +9 «R7 2,531 + 9 85,676 1 +8 -5 3,870 179 181 131
Dry GoOdS.esesansasassccnisenovissasves 6 -3 -17 619 - 9,856 6 2 +9 a7 157 149 120
Electrical GoodS.seescrsocessscsscsccone 24 -2 +11 1,314 -2 14,253 20 +23 -85 919 75 80 88
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products. 112 + 5 c 11,887 +5 140,050 81 + 4 + 5 ; 10,683 118 120 113

16 +11 -3 2,608 +5 30,871 16 +3 -3 | 2,428 149 172 156

4 -1 +19 1,209 + 7 19,164 4 +3 -2 2,392 | 198 18 241

Tobacco and Its ProductS.ssecesrsscencivasnanivacs 9 -g -8 859 +3 11,059 d d 4 ; d d d d
. . i

MOUNEAINa e e aveonnvoennrasisnsnansossossossnesoanness 126 +1 -3 9,969 + 2 115,395 96 + 4 +1 : 11,263 141 140 139
Automotive SupplieS.essses . cesengaes 17 +19 -3 468 +16 5,085 12 +19 # 1 § 470 & R00 228 1e1
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)s...esvevess (] +26 c 1,418 +16 12,267 .6 +26 -2 1,990 EI 140 141 . 144
Electrical GoodS,secsnsessssrcssossasiscsesvrasasns 13 c c 565 =86 6,661 10 23 +5 426 || 97 ™ 9
Furniture .and House Furnishings.ecessccecsscesiens 4 ~15 + 1 185 -9 "1,564 d d d q d d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.eesiewes 35 c + 4 . R,964 + 5 34,100 31 -5 +2 4,253 1 154 165 158
General HardWarG.seceeesssesossoncrcssarssossasass 8 -3 ~15 921 + 6 9,529 ) ~13 -1 539 ; 129 148 116
Lumber and Building MaterialSesecesecisocserossean . 4 -8 +5 895 ~16 9,175 4 + 4 + 4 963 | 108 97 109

PACETLC. seessranesoanasasarsasensssbrsrnantonsnviens 229 +4 +1 32,260 +4 556,548 138 +8 _c 26,429 - 132 128 131
Automotive Supplies....ese 48 +21 -2 1,311 +22 20,117 28 +16 “ 4 1,897 & 187 178 172
Shoes and Other Footwear... 5 +10 -7 251 [ 2,611 4 -6 <11 269 T 118 147 123

7 GOOQSaueecseavsvorcasisnsossvevess 9 + 7 + 9 1,354 -4 14,976 .od d d dl d d d
Electrical GOOGSssevesscosorass 26 + 5 +9 4,476 10 45,773 26 +11 +1 3,667 - 82 77 88
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables....... 6 -22 ~21 1,060 -8R 17,512 4 + 2 -6 129 14 11 11
Furniture and House Furnishings..sceeeees 6 ~10 =1 108 -5 13,403 d d d a d d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSseecesses 32 + 6 + 5 6,725 +10 169,400 17 +8 + 1 4,094 i 115 13 116
Heats and eat ProductS.cescecsecescsesvsvssssrvess 5 +23 +13 1,335 +8 12,297 4 -1§ + 7 262§ 39 48 39
Beer'asescecsconensnnnans 4 + R «13 130 [ 2,633 d d ] d [ d d d
Generzl Hardware...... 10 + 2 -9 2,501 -2 81,217 - 6 #1585 -4 3,168 204 17¢ iz
Industrial SUPPli€S.ceseesses 6 -5 .- 1,495 -10 20,768 d da ! d d d d d
Plurbing and Heating Supplies.. 5 -18 -3 1,103 <12 15,691 4 | d d d d d d
Lumber and Building MaterialSeveuseccssecasvsvioese 1C +3 =13 778 -1 14,562 7 H -5 + 5 643 - 163 200 142
Machinery, Eqpt.,dnd Supplies, except Electrical.. 8 *+14 c 516 -2 5,787 5 +13 + 8 414 127 129 125
Tobacco and Its ProductS..econssosnsscsecsrsasscns " 12 =13 +13 1,235 c 21,403 d d d d 4 d d
Leather and Shoe FindingS.eeaeccesss. 6 + 7 -1 180 +9 1,679 d d d a - 4 d - d

= The stack-sales ratios are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by sales for an identical g ¢ Less than 0.5 percent.

b Number does not apply in all cases to the yearwto-date figures.

States Comprising Geographic Divisions: New England ~ (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R I., Tt.)
Middie Atlantic — (N. J., N. Y., Pa.)
East North Central - (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans,, Minn., Mo., Nebr.,
N. Dak., S. Dak.)

3234y

roup of firms,

South Atlantic - (Del., D. C., Fla., Ga., Md.
East South Central - {(Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.s

d Insufficient data to show separately.

West South Central - (Ark., la., Okla., Tex.)

Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N, Mex., Utah, Wyo.) ~

Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)}

N. CusSy Cup Vaa, W. Va.)
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Foxr release - February 1, 1845

Geopératiqg with the DEF?‘RTMSNT ':QFMQGM"-“ERCE Current
Rationel Assoeciatien BUREAU OF THE GENSUS Statistical
of Credit Men - . Service
: WASHINGTON

-.SALES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS
DECEMEBER 1944

Sales of wholesalers were approximately the same - for December 1944 as for
December 1943, secording to am announcement releassd today by J. C. Capt, Director of the
Census. A slight (2%) sales decrease was noted for December compared with November 1944,
but for the full year 1944 dellar volume was 4 psrcent ahead of that for 1943. These data
are based upon reperts covering 2,402 wholesale establishments.,

0f the 35 trades shown separately in this report, only the wholesalers of wines
end liquers showed a substantisl sales increase (18%)for December 1944 over Desember 1943,
Wholesalers' sales were up for shoeg end other footwear (149%), sutomotive supplies and
liquor departments of other trades (each 11%), dairy and poultry products (9%), paints snd
varnishes (8%), chemicals (6%), groceries amd foods, except farm products (5%), and cloth-
ing and furnishings, except shoes (44). A 15 pbercent decrease occurred in the sales of
tobaceo and its products, and for metals a drop of 18 percent was revealed. Sales compared
on & seasonal basis showed increases for & trades: Liquor departments of other trades ,
18 percent; wines and liquors, 15 percent; meats and meat products, 13 percent; electricsl
goods, 8 psrcent; and fresh fruits and vegetables and coal, each 5 percent.

Inventories, in terms of dollars based on cost values, at the cloese of December
1944 were almost equal to those of December 1943. Percentage changes varied among the
trades, however, from a gain of 30 percent for beer wholesalers to a decrease of & per-
cant for wholesalers of shods smd other footwear. Substantial increases in stocks were re-
ported for leather and shoe findings (24%) ,0ptical goods and wines and liquors (each 22%),
eutomotive goeds (19%), and eleetricsl goods (15%). Hardware wholesalers noted a slight
(24) increase, wiile stocks of groceries and foods were off 7 percent. Decreases in stocks
vwere noted for clothing and funishings, except shoes (9%), farm supplies (13%), tobaceo
apd ite preducts (224), and shoes and other footwear (m%).

The gtockepeles ratio for 1,345 wholesalers was 115 for December 1944, 114 for
December 1943, and 111 for November 1944, Wholesalers of furniture and house furnishings,
with a 7 peresnt ssles decrease for Dscember 1944 vs. Descember 1943 and a 7 percent drop
in stosks, showsed a stockwsasles ratio of 89 this December as against 87 for December 1947,
Sales of confectionery wholesalers were virtually unchanged and inventories were up
sli@tl:( (2%) ;reflocted in a stockesales ratio of 71 for December 1944 vs. 72 for December
1943, Wholesalers of meats and meat products noted a small (3%) seales increase and an 8
bercent decresse in inventories--a stock-sales ratio of 47 for this-Decembsr compared with
44 a year agd. For Dscember ‘1944, wholesalers of Jewslry reported almost no chenge in
dollar volume, but a 10 percent decrease in inventories, , resulting in a stockwgales ratio
‘of 186 as against 193 in Dscember 1943, S '

Collections on accounts receivable were 6 percent higher for December 1944 than
for December 1943, and 4 percent ahsad of those for November 1944. The collection Percent-
age for December 1944 was: 133;for December 1943, 125; and for November 1844, 128. Account s
receivable were 6 percent less on December 1, 1944 than on December 1, 1943, and st the
baginning of this Decembsr the smount of outstendinga was slightly (3#) short of the oug-.

 stendings recorded on November 1, 1944, . o

. This nonthly study is conducted Jointly by the National ‘Assoclation of Credit
len and the Buresu of the Census. Detailed figures are presented im the following tables
in summary for the United States and, insofar as the data permit without disclosing in-
dividuel operations, by geographic divisions, ' :
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON ' : )
WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES
' DECEMBER 1944
VSALES—CURRB\TT MONTH SALES-—YEAR-TO-DATE INmTDRY—m—OF—uONm (At Cost} - }I" STOCK-SALES rarros®
Number of Percent change P t Twel: Number of Percent change
KIND OF BUSINESS firms oroew e £ v Dec. 31, | De D N
Decenber - change morths irms . ec. Ol, o ec. | Nove
repo;ti% Dec;;g% De°_-¢51944, ot from f_z . 1942 || reporting Dec;s1944 Dec;=1944 - 1944 1944 | 1943 | 1944
sales Wl : stocks 3 . 3
- . 1943° . . 1943 Dec. Nov.
Dec, 19457 Nov. 1944 | 4y gog) |™° (Add 000) c. 1945 | Nov. 1944 | (444 000) .
UNITED STATES 2,402 +1 -2 $255,588 +4 $4,297,777 1,345 -l e $134,528 || 113 14 | 111
Automotive Supplies........'................-......... 215 +11 % -6 . 5,640 +19 95,966 146 +19 ©+ 3 . 6,201 186 176 166
Chemicals (industrial).. 15 + 6 b -7 738 -3 -19,656 9 c -2 478 104 106 99
Paints and VarnisheS,.seececesscvsvecsecios 52 +8 ~10 2,802 + 7 60,230 10 +9 + 8 702 226 193 172
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes.. 26 + 4 «20 2,177 +9 42,023 .12, -9 +32 465 135 134 €8
Shoes. and Other Fcotwear.. v 16 +14 -6 11,110 +2 203,662 7 31 +28 1,146 82 107 50
£08Lessorssasssrassossssssvasvorsnasoroosanacs 9 -8 + 5 2,171 + 1 33,864 6 +Iz -20 3,197 193 186 249
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)isseissses veerens 133 -8 =11 +85,304 + 5 ‘353,745 37 +10 -3 9,401 177 149 [ 165
Dry GoodS.eeesvcvecessrassonsosnsies 51 «12 -1 8,100 -1 209,381 26 -21 -3 6,668 123 130 ;50
256 + 2 + 8 18,045 -3 297,915 219 +186 +1 11,855 7 83 77
Dairy and Poultry Products.. R3 + 9 ~10 2,414 < 42,331 B W + 6 =10 132 24 24 26
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables,. 76 + § ‘+ 5 6,126 + 1 80,391 42 +10 -1 561 21 19 23
Farm Supplie8scessssocscsavesss 20 -4 f-l4 . 3,004 [ 47,262 12 =13 -6 - 1,404 148 148 | 151
Furniture and House Furnishings.esesvescscsecasrsarcer 28 -7 =10 1,161 -9 60,514 .n -7 -8 533 89 87 86
Groceries and Foods, except farm ProductS.ceesessoves 580 +5 -4 61,378 +8 1,029,797 357 -7 +1 44,387 121 137 s
Full-line wholesalers®i.sveesesessaanss vor 324 -+ 8 -5 31,012 +7 489,338 201 -8 +3 26,324 || 125 143 16
Voluntary=~group wholesalers.ieseses 126 + 5 -3 20,026 +7 324,672 85 -8 -3 13,813 | 126 141 126
Retailer-cooperative warehouses... 18 + 5 -8 4,231 + 7 58,344 8 -7 -7 1,985 10 118 108
Specialty lineSieciecscceessnnncee 112 +9 -3 6,109 +10 157,443 63 + 4 +5 2,315 86 88 s
Confectioneryeeeescees 55 +1 - =R 1,198 + 6 15,363 28 +2 -2 560 71 72 70
Meats and Meat ProductS.... 69 + 3 +13 30,905 -3 378,713 4 -8 +14 3,848 a7 44 40
BEOTwisnrananorresnnessesancssasubssesnsorasnssnnasse 52 +3 -2 1,252 +8 23,580 30 | . 420 +9 are | a1 34 | 38
Wines and LiQUOrS..cesescesvarsceneges cewas 21 +19 +15 6,851 +18 99,605 15 +22 -2 5,681 || . 97 98 13
Liquor Department of Ot.her Trades seeaescessriasvises 35 +11 +18 12,259 +33 117,054 k4 £ £ T bd 4 k4
Total Hardwars GroUDesisescsssssecsssrssroncossves 237 -2 -9 22,730 + 2 £08,657 135 + 2 + 2 22,397 iee 163 147
General hardwar€...... 110 e -9 16,147 + 4 219,601 66 +2 +4 18,265 || 175 171 150
Industrial supplieS.seesesscicensoes 64 -9 =7 3,614 -4 121,619 40 c -2 2,898 || 140 122 136
Plupbing and heating supplies..ieesecresscnsccciass 63 -2 -1l . 2,969 +3 67,437 29 +3 -2 1,344 158 171 142
JeWelryesevaes [ T L ) csredes 44 [ -1 1,787 -2 23,213 18§ =10 -13 1,499 186 193 228
Optical Go0dSesessasussnsnscavinsceonss .. 16 -9 =17 . 211 + 1 3,155 6 +22 +6 133 168 128 147
Lumber and Building MaterialS.siesseesssossccssracece 52 - -1 ~14 2,757 -5 64,275 27 -4 e 2,057 168 185 147
Machinery,Equipment,and Supplies,except Electrical... 40 + 20 -4 1,471 + 2 7 40,835 26 +14 +3 1,725 173 156 158
Surgical, Medical, and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies... 18 - 4 -7 1,095 + 4 12,935 10 +5 .13 742 86 76 69 |
- MetalBeeassavesasissavarssenssntsssetasostonrisocenny 23 -18 11 2,046 +9 53,083 11 ~28 -4 2,121 § 191 202 165
Paper and Its ProductSeceeescrssaivessossveccese 71 11 -8 4,934 +2 92,804 30 - -9 -6 2,512 12 | 13| us
PetroletUMess voasacoaoncise veessssare 7. -8 . -9 298 +5 6,719 T f L £ f b 4 b4
Tobacco and Its ProductS.ececescsscsse 122 ~15 . -3 12,864 + 1 245,718 35 <] -1 1,308 36 40 34
Leather and Shoe Findings..eesesseevees ?9 -1 «16 442 -2 6,028 " 18 +24 e 381 || 204 180 | 145
Miscellaneous.,eeecsvessnss sessasisesen 13 -9 *14 #2318 + 8 29,303 14 +12 -8 2,041 | 108 ‘96 152

These stock~sales ratios are percentages obtained by dividing stocks by sales for an identical group of firms.
Number does not apply in all ceses to the year-to-date figures.

Leas than 0.5 percent.

Mot affiliated with volumtary or cooperative groups

Chiefly of the wholesale drug trade. :

Insufficient daba to show separately.
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WHOLESALERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS
' DECEMBER 1944-

KIND OF BUSINESS

Number
of firms

reporiing

COLLECTIGN PERCENTAGES®

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE

December
1944

December

1943

Névember
1944

Pervent change

December 1944 | December 1944
VS Vs,
December 1943 | November 1944

As of
December 1,
1944

(Add 000)

UNITED STATES

1,839

135

125

128

-8 oy

$135,488 .

Automotivi Suppligsn.i.-..':.,\..._.'........_....,...........;....‘....,

Plo*hlng'aﬂd Wurn¢shlngs except SNOEBcaervessnossssonstancesavss

Drugs and Sundries. (liquer, e*c.,luéed)«,M.”..o...........é.,...‘...
DYy GoO08 evsvsavecosasss B R LT T PP LR R
Blectricdl GOOUSsivnsiviaebosivavsosansnscannsssoscasoseosanasass
Dairy an"'poult"y Produetfasees saiacscaiosencossesasoncsovioonsne
Prosh Priils 2d Vegetables...vserecevescavocisssssavorssosocunos
Fa:‘m SLppllw.n.........‘..,.M..,..«...,.......‘............=.......

roitere and. House FurnishingS.coevooosvcosssocascsnvoasorossans

Groceries an& Footis, except Farm ProductSecccessvecocesestosanancs
Full-line wholesaler L
Tolurbsry-group 7holesalersS.ceeeisosscssstrorssccas
Retailer~cooperative warehoUSES.cecoassssaovssosasssosorsossnse
Specialty 1ine8.sesiccssscssvsssossscoceossosniosarsosriveossns

ConfechionerY.csbossccoscsoaveanssnosnnonsnnosscoosavacssvassosuss

Moats and Yeab ProduCtScccecssserossosovovaovoncrsracsciscnoroser

BRI 0 sscoeonomeceososesososiasosoadsecoovovsnevsdsonseososssssson

Wines and LiQUOrScesscscececscsnaseseonosacesssansosonssesssorssos

#otal Hardware Group,....'......,.g...‘.,..”.o.,,.......'............

General hardWaIre, csveescosonevecusnbosoruoesendorsossassnscsasson
Industrial SUPPLiSB.ceosesosocctnoosaoovonsorosessrsecasssvosss

Piunbing end hesting SuppPlisS.ccsssesscevsccssocosiesiannsosne

FEUELT e e aosoosooconsesssacsnbsecvo asanessnsesososoonsaoncessnss

Optical GOOdS.aoevicanonossaensorancossoaasconsssncosanassoensocs

Lumber and Building MaterialS.ccceecissvsscosoovscossenannssonuns
¥achinery, Equipment, and Supplies, except Electricalococssecsass
Surgical, Medical, and Hospitel Equipment and Supp;;.es...........

Y6581 S c v oesnosevrosscroaetenosnsvocesroscaosaroasoacnascossatarne

Paper end Its PrOAUCES o0 e 0 eso0serassssrassabousssenssossesoseass

ot @i
PELTO LU o v 4 s o sosveoborobanboreasiognstoans sesenssosntesorssntine

Tobacco and 155 PPOGUCLE.cosescservosscesnocsaossasnsssrsconsooss |-

Shoes anf (Ther POOLIEEr: coviatssvonsirorsnrsavtorasssonoscanns

189
14
12

C 24
13
9

59
40
240
15
60
13
20

137
241
99
14
85
27
- Bl

20
13

217
¢ 98
&0
59

34
12
47
32
18
24

63
5
80
2R
14

38
118
87
LA
98
126

114
84
94

186
202
155
104

172
162
187
257
146
186
241

142
187

103
108
93
90

84
94
111
e5
82
132

100
103
180

20
118

23
125

89
103

87
117

84
&5
202
197
174
28

174
159
195
284
- 180
165
176

134.
202

1ol
107
o2

- BT

77
90
110
89
49
111

90
101
175
90
117

o7
127
8L
118
89
155

108
74
9%

180

207

ieg
87

169
1z
185
248
147
1sl
RB8

137
137

99
104
94
82

S 71
98

109
o5
87

~ 140

‘98
10
177

o9
108

+10
+ 7
+21
L5
-9
-14

- +
L1
30 O ~3 b 20

L L
[ER N
o
L B )

+
vl .
L B RG

-4

P+t

td
W L. UV DD
)

o+
i

_-{"
Lo

4+ %
o

- &

- 0 =3

L
© o
+
[ER

+

[
1 1 1
[+ s s e 4

-20 R
~18 .10
.18 . + 1

w4 -
+ 1 ) 4

4,407
622
555
2,279 !
S 1,418
S 510 .

8,555,
8,867 -
17,010
"eo1 .
2,080
957
1,014

27,958,
15,841
7,686
1,809
5,022
407
11,257

280
2,780

22,123

14,981
5,805
3,857

1,888
190
2,659
1,515
L513
1,610

5,018
110
2,412

427
1,950

g 9%eg

Leather and Shoe FindingS.ssesvevcsosscoeniscoosiaavsrorevencancs
B0l aNBOUS cau s cbuseicansiontnossuorsocavasnsosoan vesesmeannse .

i Soilegtion percentegss avs c;tame: by dividing the collettlens by:ac
& s then 0.5 percent.

€

sred with voluniary or cooperative groups.

couats receivabla fé:‘, an identinal group of firms.



WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GECGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
DECEMBER' 1944

SALES—CURRENT HONTH

SALES--YEAR-TO-DATE

INVENTORY—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost)

STOCK~-SALES RATIOS

Percent change

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Number of Percent change Decem. Percent Pwslve Number of |
firms . K ecember change months firms . Dec. 31,
s of Bostvass N e B R o e el el |- R -
! sto
Dec. 1943 v, 1944 mos. 1943 Dee, 1943 . 19
Yov. Add 000) (Add_000) 1945 Nov. 1944 |\ 4 0o0)
NewEngland.......................................... 168 =8 e $13,285 =2 204,757 98 -6 -3 5,798 )] 77 g3
Automotive Supplies....... 8 +11 -9 172 +9 2,070 d d - d - d 4 d d
Chemicals (industrial).se. .......;..... 4 +13 -8 202 + 5 5,84 d d d d d d, d
Drugs and Sundries (1iquor~oxcluded).... pa g 13 «12 1,587 +1 20,868 s +7 -3 724 189 142 167
DIy GOOUS s enesassertsoorassnsossasnsassares 5 +18 -10 162 -4 2,167 d d 4 d d d d
Electrical GoodS.cseecsesesinsecrssscccssensstsacsanss 27 25 +9 1,480 =19 19,141 23 + 8 +13 982 67 48 65
Fresh Fruits and Vegetoables..cossvacessesscsassases 2 +11 -5 821 +1 7,920 7 c «38 39 16 15 23
Furniture and House Furnishings.eecscesscsescecvoes 4 + 7 ~10 195 -7 3,161 d d d (-} d d 4
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products.seccevees 21 +13 + 7 1,641 + 3 385220 12 10 + 2 1,327 130 171 133 .
6 «18 -6 1,503 -7 27,491 4 -32 =10 344 24 29 25
(] +3 ] 249 +10 3,478 d d d d dt d i d
Industrial SupplieS..esceersvnes 8 ~8 +15 514 ~10 8,321 8 <11 - 517 15 . 121 146
Plurbing and Heating Supplies.issecesseces een 6 +28 ~16 - 91 + 9 989 -4 d 4 d d | d d
JEWELY e uiveasnarsoasssnessaosessssansoasisasonssse 5 +17 ~16 119 +1 2,094 4 a4 d d d; d | 4
Optical Goods.. s -3 ~19 35 -3 4% d d d d d d | d
MotalS,eeseorvsccciansarncces 4 -8 +9 R54 ~10 2,802 d d d d a d ¢ d
Paper and Its Products...secess 6 17 -4 265 + 1 3,801 d d d d d a: d
Tobacco and Its Products. 12 -7 +11 2,163 -3 25,696 d d d d d i d
Middle AtlantiC..eececesseossossscossnace PETTREEN 465 + 2 *+1 52,6802 +3 895,081 244 =4 =2 16,848 102 t 99
Automotive SUPpPlieSieecoeensssccrioves vevenns 35 - +19 ~12 589 +23 7,325 27 +14 -4 748 186 197 | 172
Chemicals (industidial)eessessscoccne isiaeinces 4 +13 =13 19 -22 3,809 d 4 - d d d a | d
Paints and VarnisheB.ecvessevscncecessveniorey 4 ~10 =10 27 + 2 856 d d ' d d d d | 4
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoea....... 8 c+ 3 LAY 1,521 +14 29,655 4 -7 +33 200 17 i ns 4, 84
Shoes and Other Footwealseeessesessoes 6 +9 -l3 368 + 1 6,850 d d d a1 d. : d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded).. .3 -11 -12 5,183 + 3 70,835 [ + 7 3 1,255 133 07 ¢ 17
Dry GoodS.cevesessscesnsnnsne 28 ~8 -2 2,783 -3 54,025 13 . -27 12 1,137 123 151 | 164
Electrical GoodS.eesvecssisnaseses 52 -7 +4 3,156 -8 69,836 4] +14 + 4 1,708 -4 0 ! 85
Dairy and Poultry ProductSeececcsess 5 c -1 604 +5 17,911 d d d d d a
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables.... 16 + 1 ¢ 800 -1 9,662 8 +17 -9 42 10 8 | 0
Furniture and House Furnishings...eeessscacecisenes . 5 33 -25 219 -8 10,493 d d d d d .
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.cieeeces 81 + 7 -2 11,280 + 8 145,444 35 + R + 1 4,232 104.1 108 -1 102
Confectiondryecuecssciereessessocacrsorsnseine 5 +24 ~14 193 +14 969 od d d i d d: d
Meats and Meat Products.. 20 +25 +29 11,983 -3 111,056 18 -1e €1 434 | 4 48 [ 35
BOBrueeseansasininnnesaonrss 12 +6 -2 277 +18 4,361 8 +48 -8 34 15 0 1 . 15
General Hardwal'@,.cececoonsoosssessauoneios 24 + 2 -4 2,844 + 2 40,520 13 +3 +6 2,280 185 193 158
Industrial Supplies.eesesssasssviseicsinses 20 =19 -8 981 ~10 35,145 13 + 4 + 1 988 133 ; 100 121
Plumbing and Heating Supplies....ececaciveaces 17 - +17 -21 481 +7 12,921 7 -3 -8 178 186 . 24S 171
JOWELT Feasevesoovsnasasssssnn il -4 «13 302 -2 5,743 d d 4 T d 4. d d
Optical GoodS.eesees 8 -8 ~23 108 -2 1,641 d d d [ d 4, 4
Lumber and Building Usterials. 9 ~1L -14 348 =11 12,488 4 -6 + 5 . 180 118 124 | 89
Paper and Its Productaessse . 20 «15 =11 1,009 + 2 33,007 12 -9 =1L 594 23 96 . 96
Tobaceo and Its ProductSuecescveccecvionisas . 20 -15 -4 1,914 +6 76,729 6 «34 =10 176 26 3L 27
Leather and Shoe FindingB.ecesssvessorveeesaisoasis 9 «17 =25 «14 R72 5 -9 +13 72 4 313 282 206
East North Centrales.esessesssscesosssnsasionssessvas 489 =1 -4 48,979 +4 729,287 29 -6 +1 32,472 f 107 112 102
. S0 +8 -9 1,248 +18 21,950 34 +17 -1 1,256 I 162 155 150
. wes 7 -3 -8 250 +3 4,533 4 +21 +27 320 ;141 n 102
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoes. eriin 4 ¢ -7 53 -8 2,443 d d d d | d 4 - d
Drugs and Suridries (liquor excluded).. cresen R2 -~10 =13 4,092 + 5 63,169 8 + 2 -6 908 i 18R 148 : 155
Electrical GoodBeesssssevasssvcssscsrsvossrseosnons 43 + 8 9 3,250 + 5 67,138 36 +12 - 5 1,995 | 86 62 77
Dairy and Poultry Products... 11 [ 10 390 -3 7,318 5 + 5 -~11, 68 1 36 . 35 39
Fresh Fruits and VegetableS..secececonsscsscrvencee 13 + 7 + 2 1,185 -1 11,516 8 +5 | + 8 183 ' @1 . 31 33
Farm SUPPLieB..escecscsvesssnissrsveroovaviose ’ 4 -1 =12 161 + 5 5,694 4 d ! d d oy 4 d d
Furniture and House Furnishings....ceeeeseesavscss 4 +18 ~16 191 -6 5,186 d 4 d d d d d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.seecvceves 107 + 5 -3 15,787 + 9 201,862 77 -2 +3 15,583 123 147 118
(ONEECLLONEIT e e vsonnersasasrossavasssersarsrsasens 9 -3 -1 188 + 2 2,260 4 ¢ i +23 89 i 68 65 62 -
| B
{Gontinued on next page)
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WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

. DECEMBER+1944
SALES—CURRENT MONTH SALES—YEAR-TO-DATE INVENTORY-—END-OF-MONTH (At Cost) STOCK-SALES RATIOS®
GEOGRAPHI% DIVISION Number of Percent change 1 Percent Twilve Number of Percent change
" rirms ! December change months firms Dec. 31,
KIND OF BUSINESS rspo;ti Ii.;g Dec;sl'.944 Dec‘.,sJ..SIM 1944 from 12 1944 repori; ing Dec;sl‘L944 Dec;51944 . 1944 2;2; E;Z:; i\lg:;.;
sales . . 1 mos, 19435 stocks . ) 3 -
Dec, 1943 |Nov. 1944 (Add 000) {44 000) Dec. 1943 |Nov. 1944 (Add_ 000} -
East North Central (continued)
Meats and Meat Products., 17 -9 + 3 ) 35,081 -5 $63,650 13 -17 +2 $1,809 44 45 44
BeBrissseerrcasnssrrans : 17 R -5 496 +10 7,436 10 +25 +14 66 26 24 3D
Wines and Liquors.., i 7 +18 + 8 879 + 4 11,976 5 +15 -7 526 75 85 87
General Hardware...... ' 13 -4 =13 2,979 + 4 54,108 | 11 -5 +5 4,951 169 m 139
Industrial Supplies................................ 10 -6 -9 783 -4 . 15,039 5 +20 -2 200 129 94 ek
Plumbing . and Heating Supplies. 2L + 4 ~12 831 + 8 9,456 14 + 2 -1 734 144 144 120
JOWELrTesveoernrrranonsrsnnansaves 12 +6 w13 348 c 4,676 4 d d d 4 d’ d
Lumber and Building I(a.terials...................... 10 -3 ~19 322 + 6 7,058 4 -4 +14 163 154 1Be ! 1is
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 14 c -4 549 +1 9,053 10 -7 + 1 537 115 10 | o7
Surgical, Medical,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies.. 7 -8 -10 . 848 + 2 8,089 5 +2 +17 578 76 68 1 -88
N I 7 [ + 1 707 + 9 16,270 4 ! =21 +11 640 178 1 218 = 183
Paper and Its Products... . 21 ~-12 ~10 2,119 + 2 31,678 8 -1 #1 778 104 | 94 f 95
Tobacco and Its ProductSiceeecescecssnesecessonsnns 36 -14 -3 - 8,704 c 51,465 2. ~27 + 8 560 | 40 ° 46 1 34
Leather and Shoe Findingseeeuiisssoesssescanconrennes 4 -1 ~19 i 82 -2 1,308 d d d d d, d d
West NOrth Cenbraliiveessscsnsnseensvorsnnenin-sonnne 243 -5 -3 24,683 +4 498,969 . 158 -4 -2 20,935 137 | 1za . 142
Automotive Supplies..... . 28 +14 -2 1,231 +23 16,048 oy +28 + 8 1,088 .22¢8 . 203 202
Drugs &nd Sundries (liquor excluded).. 14 -8 L o=11 2,571 + 4 38,650 d d d d dj d 4
Electrical GoodScewesesrverecsasassssnasivnes 30 +19 +14 1,708 +13 20,311 29 +21 -1 1,240 gy ¢ 7 . 95
Fresh Fruits and Vegetablesiceseresscossscsenunsione 6 + 8 +10 377 +11 7,695 4 11 -9 62 5, 8 : 28
Farm SUPPliesS...coveseceesseocscascsssonsanssonsane 4 + 2 17 1,681 -4 17,844 ‘d d 4 d 4! (- d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products 67 + 3 -8 5,582 +10 123,897 80 -7 + 1 5,756 132 ! 147 j 125
Beer..................................-. 8 +13 + 4 137 +14 3,000 d d d d ood: d - o d
11 -2 ~12 2,422 + 9 61,579 10 3 c 4,261 189 | 177 ¢ 170
Industrial SUpPPlieS.ieecscsscrssevesrecannesas 8 -8 -1 358 + 2 5,848 4 -9 -3 <139 110 ; 10 114
Plumbing and Heating SupplieSeececeveseeessss 7 +15 -7 317 +5 6,408 d a | d d di 4! d
JOWELTTevssinuennsaosonssossonsnannnen - 5 +26 + 4 83 10 1,181 . d ER sd | d | i | d
Lumber-and Building MaterialSee.eseseescesssssanes 4 -1 37 85 -2 7,870 | 4 d d d | al 4! d
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical,,. 4 *21 + 3 202 + 1 2,925 d d a ! d a’ 4’ a
Paper and Its ProductSesssseessse 5 + 3 -4 128 + 1 2,538 d ) a d d d. d 4
Tobacco and Its ProductSiisescecessessosassnsacenns iR <19 -5 - 761 -1 15,794 4 ~32 -8 108 ! 46 f 57 i 49
S0uth AL2ERLAC.seoessesrsssssossasssonsiarsenssennsss 358 +1. -5 26,503 + 4 415,809 188 +1 +1 | 13,809 101 - 107 9
Automotive SUPPLi€Becerecesnsassassisanssncsnen . 2R + 7 -6 513 +14 10,247 14 +20 i + 451 153 4 148 ' 137
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeE.....eevecese [ # 8 36 ) + 3 3,442 d d d dj . 4a: d ! d
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded).eeseeeecesesses 24 -8 - 9 2,953 + 5 36,913 7 +17 c 1,929 4191 . 149 185
DXy GOOQScecsesesoscnnnsesroarasscnsorsassssassesss 1 -7 -2l 1 558 +3 18,650 d ! d d | d; d d
Electrical GoodS.seeesesosesse 45 + 7 + 9 3,106 -4 42,844 41 +17 -2 2,115 1 71 . 85 80
15 -1 + 9 1,070 ¢ .18,895 4 +35 +12 B 32§ 19 ' 13 20
Furniture and House Furnishings., 4 -d + 4 270 =10 3,255 d d d d 4 d i d
Grocerles and Foods, except Farm Products. 107 -2 =12 6,907 + 7 107,430 51 -6 -5 3,705 " 108 117 - 100
1 c +3 413 +8 6,058 1 -3 -3 w8 52 55 ¢ 52
5 + 6 ~12 . 739 +8 11,175 d d ! d d i d d d
BEErevrsseavercrsvasoonsuesnes 4 -5 -9 124 ¢ 4,092 d d d d i d d
General Hardware..oesesscssses 20 +14 -6 2,007 + 9 . 27,080 | 14 +10 + 2 1,804 ﬁ 143 148 27
Industrial SUPPli€S.vsessvecenssscssisases 10 ¢ =15 581 + 7 11,649 ¢ 7 -8 -2 516 | 136 151 | 123
Lumber and Building MaterialS.esesevvessescasnecsee 7 +16 C =16 391 -2 7,39C - 4 +19 +11 343 286 288 183
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, ‘except Electrical,.. 6 + 8 + 3 R0S e 4,086 | d d d d ! 4. 4 d
MEtBLS. s eavsrsnsoonessnssorsssvessassansnssesonones 4 -4 ~18 173 + 6 2,029 d d d a d 4. . d
Paper and Its Products... evesesrserrrersenreve 9 . -13 «14 401 -2 7,184 d d | d d ‘ q' d - d
Tobacco and Its Products... sevssrerasecasrnnasace 17 -22 ~15 1,870 -2 28,845 6 «10 ’ -9 194 i e 34 34
[ . — - i i i —

{Gortingad oF HexE-gage)
T3 APt
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WHOLESS EReT BARES AMD ﬁMNTORHFS, BY REOQRAPHIC DEWSE@NS e
-DECEMBER 1944. o
SALES——GURREN}I' HONTR SALEF:—-—'—?’EAR*TS«DATE INVENTORY-~END-OF-~3I0NTH (4% Cost) STOCK-SALES Rmos‘?
GSOGRAP‘!?&% DIVISION Numbetr of Parcent ohq.;:ge Porsant Felve Number of ‘Peroent change
fires B ; L Decesper changa monthe firms - . Dac, 31, y
KIND OF BUSINESS rop ozt ix;)g Dsc;sZ.LQJA-L Dec:rsi.gém 1944 from T2 1944 r Gpt Q}"‘ﬁ g Dec;ﬁ}a% Dsg;;ﬁ&é 1944 ?;Z; 2325 m )
sales . A ’ 45 stocks ;
Ded, 1943 |'Nov, 1844 (Add 000) mos. 1943 {add 800} Dec. 1945 |Wew, 1944 . {Add 000}

East South Contraleeecsiccicocssnsasssesassesensosssn 128 +3 =8 $11,110 9 $176.47¢ 88 =1 7 $5.183 120 127 | 107
Drugs &nd Sundries (liquor excluded)eeescossorseoos 2 - 4 ]2 1,963 + 8 26,185 a d a ’ 4 d d 4
Electrical Go0US.ecscocrsnersonsscsonccosvesnsoonse 11 +47 +27 705 +20 6,985 8 +18 -1 R33 45 59 58
Presh Fruits and Vegetables.sseovoorvsosecossssnnss 6 + 7 + 5 244 + 9 3,852 d d 4 i1 d d 4
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSseescessas 35 + 5 «10 2,797 +10 39,742 z2° - 4 + & 2,425 131 148 109
ConfeCtioneT Y e ersseososasensiirornsrsinsensonnaos 8 =10 - 8 205 + 8 2,218 4 -5 -7 183 113 ke 123
BBl cesaoreatsnconsosoaresnunassnanrasncisssnsionas 4 ~25 + 7 49 -7 657 d d d d <] & 3
Wines and IigUOrS.coseesscevoscssvsosinsssressasons 4 + 4 +20 1,087 +21 7,042 4 d 4 d 4 41 4
General Hardwar'®sisorsssseserarcosneocosssnnsassans 8 + 4 -9 1,385 + 8 24,055 d d d d d g d
Industrial SupPPli®S.cccossscssvonocrcsssnesarsansen s +13 ] R38 +26 4,171 d [ d d d a d
Tobacco and Its ProductScesceversercossiosvascesasee 4 -ld ‘- 5 608 c 8,990 d d d d d d d

flest Soubh CenLIaluuaecssseoscacnnereivesrsnsosnnsnnas 218 + 4 -2 21,166 +86 340,882 i3l +6 e 15,578 128 324 128
Automotive SUPPLiSS.csecsnevsrossssarsrnsonasesores 18 + 9 -2 428 +18 7,732 11 +16 [ 295 126 ¢ 108 ¢ 110
Drugs snd Sundries {liquor excluded).cssieesroevess 15 -7 =15 2,269 + 8 38,769 : é 4 d d i di 4
Electrical GoodS..sesesooscetsssrnsosesninnanscrons R4 -1 + 8 1,397 -2 . 15,748 20 +36 +10 1,008 77 88 | 7§

© Parm SUPDLies.sussss0sssnccotsterscessnonranons 4 -9 ~14 386 [ 4,741 d d d -d dj 4 a
Groceries and Fodds, except Farm ProduciS.cceicesase 100 + 8 -3 9,675 + 5 152,638 66 -2 - L 8,525 118 124 .I 111
General HardWariosecsenssssssecisnvssressssssinnsio 14 + 5 =16 1,560 + 5 32,647 8 + 8 + 8 1,695 163 (182 0 128
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical... 4 + 8 -10 172 +25 4,383 d d " d d d d; 4
Tobacco and Ibs ProductS.ecviseessscenscaceonsnenss 7 =17 - 7 526 + 2 11,815 d d d d d a' 4

HoUntaini e cesvissocuisveconsasreosninasennsssassovians 103 =1 +3 8,352 R 124,793 71 2 3 7.878 147 148 ‘ 143
Automotive SUPPLISS.ccccvrorrasssciiossnninsovassos 9 +R1 -3 283 +16 5,504 7 +20 + 8 459 207 Res | 187
Drugs and Sundries - (liquor excluded)...seeviaseeaee’| . B -2 -5 1,383 +15 13,805 a d d T d 4 di d
‘Elecirical GoOdScsesoesacercsssasccvonesimmorsosnas 10 +13 +27 572 -5 7,291 4 d 4 d [} & d

Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductScessesss s 34 c -1 R,B4%L + 5 37,185 81 ] + 3 4,245 158 184 | 149
General HardWare...oeesoocvonssessnsesescrsorssacsse 5 -11 +26 892 .+ 5 10,334 d d d . d 4 g 4
Lumber and Buildmg HALErTALS. v iseonsvesnarovanvons 4 =19 -1l 343 -16 9,518 d d d d d gl 4

. H

B L N A 196 +5 -1 28,695 + 4 808,288 95 - +6 o 15,220 115 118 2 122
Automotive Supplles...................... csessuvan 44 + 9 -5 1,086 +22 - R2,359 28 +16 + 7 1,825 . 205 181 | 180
Clothing and Firnishings, except Sho@S.ieeesisscess 5 + 8 -3 126 -2 1,622 d é d d d i 4. d
FLect1iCal BOO0USaaseinecsoosnronscaburasiosassnnnss 14 + 4 -e 2,671 -9 48,623 14 + 9 + 3 2,338 88 l( 84 .4 88
Fresh Frults and VegetableS..oveoarsvinsssssonsanee [ + 9 +11 1,626 -1 19,408 d 4 d d d ; d. d
Furniture and House FuUrnishingS.eeeseeeseosecssosoes ] ~ 4 <15 115 -5 15,645 a d 4 o d d i d. d
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductScscsevesss 28 L+ g -3 4,898 +10 183,481 13 - 8 = B 2,588 107 . 181 . 119
Meats and Meat ProduchsSceeecssvecsusvessussorsonses 5 -8 + 8 764 + 7 15,239 d d d d s d; d
BTt cacossoravasencsosnoosassanvoacntansorasasanns 4 +21 +10 1453 + 1 2,793 d d d 4 d: a: a
General HardWal'®.cessussoovsossonsioososionasisnnne 9 -~ 8 -9 © 2,008 -2 65,820 4 + 3 -] 2,072 177 ¢+ 180 | 172
Plunbing and Heating SUPPIi€S....eieessecsoneornnes 3] «18 - 5 1,129 ~12 16,887 d . [+ cd d dl d! q
JOWBLIToes0ucsorosncrscsosnosurcnssetsacososvnranes 5 -9 +12 606 -3 5,525 d’ d d d d d: a
*Tumber and Building MaterialSeeesossceescocassscoea 14 -3 wll 899 -1 15,670 9 -19 -lB 623 144 | 166 : 159
Hachinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical,.. 4 =10 -5 1486 -3 6,203 d d d d d 4. 4
Tobaceo and Its ProductSeeesseesecsssssesceasasnsas 1 ~16 + 1 1,284 -1 ' 23,253 d d d d d! d: d

¢ Less ihan 0.5 percent.

The stock-3ales ratios are percentages obtained Sy dividing stocks by sales. for andEidtical group of Firms.

Burber doss not apply ia ell cases 4o the ysar-to-date figures.

e 2R

d Insufficient deia Lo show separately.
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GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
AND
KIND OF BUSINESS

Hew England.ecevvesacessocsonsascenasnssassvasoraosnes
Automotive SUpplies.sesesssserceserssnssosasssnenns
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)esessssecvecnns
Drvy GO0dBcesevscososscsssscscncnsosannssoranscasans
Blectrical GoodScsesesssasss
Frash Frults and Vegetebles,ssessaesscusisccanassosns
Groveries and Foods, except Farm ProductS..ceseeess
Heats and Meat ProductSicecssscsvecenssarasceninses
Goneral Hardware.sssrsessecsensscssssessasceessvess
Industiiel SupplleBoccescns
Plugbing and Heating Supplies...

.Jcn’eh‘y“...”‘...................................._

Hotalsoussciosoaconasvonssosseonnssassosnsaassnsnans

Paper and I8 Productsscessessosasescisssressscncne
Tobaceo and I8 ProductBe.cecsssciocisonsscasacoass

MiddLo AtlanbiCiesvsienerconscoens
putonobive SUpPPlieSiceveossessacrsssicorsossoerrsoe
Globhing and Furnishings, except ShoBB.ssvessssscss
Shoas and Obher FoolwWeareisiseesecssssarsescssssncnee
Drugs snd Sundries (liquor excluded).eceesss

Dry GoodB.savesssessiososnsensccsense

Dairy and Poultry ProduchS.ssesevsssssossssonassons
Fresh Fruits and VegetableSesesesesesensseanses
Furalture and House FurnishingS..evescecnccsens

Meats and Meat ProduchbSseecescscsssscsssseseans
BOEI. souvirorscsrsacoosnsesvessrssancsrssssernrsens
General Hardwar@oevceosssacsenscosonssnssosensscons
Industrial SupPlief.sesssscvasevrscscsosiossssacsnes
Plusbing and Heating SupplieSeescecscssoscansosanes

JOWSLIYouvuesonsanervsosnaennss
Optical GoodBovsevesssnsncnane
ILumbeyr and Building MaterialsS..secsceses
Paper and Its ProductBecsessssesssscssessssssssseas
Tobacco and Its ProductSescescsecssosscnsssrassanas
Leather and Shoe FIndingsS.eseessescssecnssosesescss

Fast North Centr8leveosesssssesssosescnrsssvresssenns
Automotive Supplies,.eievsesccsirccsrosscorocnsannes
Painta and Varnishes..eeesesisescescsasascosnnsncas
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)sececssscsnsoss
Hlectrical GoOUS.eeeescenesssossnsas
Dairy and Pouliry Products..
Fresh Frults and VegetableS.iceseeessevsossssonsans
Furniture and House Furnishings..iesesssececcsovens
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProduttS.escesssss

Confoctionery.cessesecsinenssasivasessansvaseansnos

Wines and LigUOrSeesessssessssanssns
General Herdwar'€esesosssosssscasses

Lumber and Building Materiels.secsesosss
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical...
Surglcal, Medical,and Hospital Eqpt. and Supplies..

MobBlosseeosacatiosaanrsvesacacsrsonsseseasssnrases

Isather and Shoe FindingS.ecesseessessscssoascncase

West North Conmbral..veiveiiseniarensansssssassosneas
Antomobive Bupplief.esieiecsnsirsnvesecsnsos

Elsctrical G0008scesecesssnorsrrssosnsssosenssssens
Fresh Fruits and VegetableBeeeeoeesssesorasssassnss
CGrocerles and Foods, except Farm ProductS..eecesesss
BEOTs c o vossvocanresrorsanebsrsannestssasersersonsnes
Genersl Hardware...
Industrial Suppli@Bessscesses
Plwusing end Heating SupplieS..essas

WL s 0o 0usesaueatensnasasessusonnasssosmanssanas

DECEMBER 1944
Collection Percentages® Acoounts Receivable -
. 1:“3;391' : Peroent change As of
o rms
Dec., Dec. Nov. Dec. 1944 | Dec, 1944 Decenber 1,
reporting) 1643 1943 1944 8. . ve. 1944
. Dec. 1943 | Nov. 1944 (Ada 000)
134 132 124 152 =16 =2 $7.302
8 - 91, 77 89 + 5 -8 150
7 127 134 128 + 9 - 1 626.
5 98 29 106" -4 +2 181
Cresasviniconentass 25 9k B84 22 42 b 1,449
8 274 238 277 -0 °* + 3 186
© 15 166 156 152 + 2 +1 797
5 R53 244 269 23 -1 556
6" 88 80 87 -4 -l 286
7 98. 108 101 - 2 .+ 8 » BT
[ ‘76 79 74 +9 =14 139
4 97 88 85 =12 . -8 184
4 145 142 179 + 2 +14 159
S 108 97 114 «10 -1 253
9 108 188 178 «16 + 2 369
teemesineees | 363 146 124 135 =1 =4 26,459
3l 91 B85 20 +19 -2 480
8 127 104 135 -9 ~21 1,332
6 126 93 94 -20 37 314
12 98 98 95 -l -8 2,633
21 02 101 84 b =5 s 1,611
ves ves . 49 28 83 98 13 +1 3,057
4 240 325 230 +18 -9 186
. 13 184 209 217 -2 + 8 sl4
o 4 97 101 98 -10 10 253
57 162 174 172 +12 +3 5,464
. 18 373 172 272 -39 -3 3,018.
7 132 133 144 + 8 -3 127
21 97 101 93 + 4 b 2,876
19 86 81 8g ~24 =~ 8. 1,143
15 100 93 68 +20 -20 610
8 88 89 71 - g -8 300
. 5 91 a7 101 -4 -2 114
sesesscsane 7 1o7 99 101 b -1 350
17 87 85 92. =22 =13 1,172
10 218 219 215 =13 -4 SR
5 91 100 115 w1l =15 22
271 137 131 132 =5. =2 26,319
44 108 104 114 + 7 -1 : 970
7 1 - 9 98 83 43 +7 300
11 126 126 111 b -8 1,189
ssaass 36 98 95 100 -4 + 7 R,573
csessoans 7 184 170 168 -4 -8 73
] 270 - 270 367. +14 +51 284
4 130 134 108" +27 -3 201
70 173 168 160 + 1 -3 6,518
5 308 215 256 «29 -4 R4
evenireserrsenae 14 248 212 242 ~R3 -2 01,493
cssvssrresersene 5 133 119 138 + 5 +10. 87
enssssesvssan 5 387 428 299 + 9 R :] 118
.2 113 108 111 -l - g 3,004
10 85 93 94 - 3 + 1 933
20 97 o7 99 + 8 -2 912
7 91 94 84 *19 + 8 285
eertsnsses 10 128 115 112 -8 w19 303
12 83 82 - 88 +12 -1 586
7 82 46 89 =12 T o424 1,168
-8 135 125 140 -12’ -2 469
21 110 a7 102 -4 =10 2,078
RS 179 171 188 =23 - 7 1,401
4 97 96’ 103 + 3 -2 94
190 120 17 108 =5 =9 15,923
. 26 97 94 28 + 8 -8 863
sesen 4 126 134 123 + 2 -4 710
29 98 92 . 88 +18 + 8 1,586
4 158 163 139 . +24 + 7 179
85 218 241 218 +11 + 3 2,364
] 153 173 . 167 +30 -4 43
11 131 125 117 -1 -14 2,138
csssenenes 8 118 105 97 14 =20 338
erensnas 7. - B2 7 80 -l -8 265
5 93 g0 77 b -3 ‘99

tUontined on. next'gags)
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) WHOLESALERS’ ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS—BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

DECEMBER 1944
: Collection Percentages® Aogounts Receiyable
'GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION ) Number Percent change As of
Kle OF BUSINESS :eiot;itr;sg Dec. Dec. Nov. | Dec, 1944 | Dec, 1944 | December 1,
1944 1943 1944 vs. vs. 1944
’ Dec. 1843 | Nov, 1944 (Add 000)
South AtlantiC.eceeecessrssesciosessossssnsessosncans 271, || 123 120 123 -3 -2 $14,894
Automotive SUPPlieS.eseesssesacsosusssccansarssenns 18 95 85 89 b -4 348
Clothing and Furnishings, except ShoeS..sssesescees 6 98 o8 78 T+ 8 + 4 479
Prugs and Sundries (liquor excluded).esseesssseness 13 ig2 118 125 -3 -3 1,448
Dry GoodB.esssosssesesvnscenrrnssosvsannsossnsosvesn 4 95 89 83 -4 ~13 814
Electrical GOOQ8cssssssnscssocassnesssarssssssscans . 45 88 - Bl 87 -9 -1 3,208
‘Fresh Fruits and VegetebleS,.eesrsvsncrssncsssnsnne 12 17 - 157 187 -5 + 7 378
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.c.esceces 79 170 171 173 -2 -4 2,997
Confectionery.ceesercevsnrsronaans 10 122 118 128 -8 -4 . 203
Meats and Meat ProductS..iececss. 4 217 215 249 +10 +11 207
General Hardwarees.eesesssssrecorssnssscnarnssssssns 20 .107 102 110 + 3 -1 1,908
Industrial SupplleSecsesessecorscosnessssscsnsaranes 8 106 108 103 +7 -5 589
Lumber and Building MaterialS...eescsescscscasvonss . B 112 1185 125 + 8 - -8 339
Machinery, Eqpt.,and Supplies, except Electrical,.. 5 95 95 - 106 -4 -5 118
. X - P 4 111 91 118 + 5 +3 178
Paper and Its Products..icesesacicesonrassosonesnse 8 89 89 92 ~11 b 459
Tobacco and Its ProductSeesesveecsssscecsssoncnsnes 13 158 175 178 -22 +3 841
East South Central.cevessensessersnsasss 93 132 131 185 +1 =5 8
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded).. 4 102 103 98 + 4 -12 370
Electrical GooGBossssssssesssonnsssascrsssessssosss 10 106 91 104 -4 + 8 548
Fresh Fruits end VegetableSs..sescesosasstceassronns 5 225 214 249 +. 4 +8 103
Groceries and Foods, except Farm ProductSeeeecesces 32 154 183 148 +10 -5 1,801
ConfectionerYeesscescescssssovnsssssssersssosassesss 4 197 256 182 -2 -18 108
General Hardwaresieesesssssessesssssssncsssasionsee 5 108 10s. 96 + 6 -13 758
Induetrial SUPPLieB.seesssesscorsersssassrssansares 5 88 85 90 -4 -5 328
fest South CentrBl.ssesssssssssescsssansarsnssanssnse 180 138 131 120 =3 =3
Automotive Supplies..sseseseencossss cerasses 11 92 88 EE) + 5 + R 237
Druge and Sundries (liguor excluded) 7 115 111 104 + 1 -7 1,317
Electrical GoodSesessocossonssssonss 22 29 88 94 -17 + 8 1,300
Groceries and Foods, except Farm Products, 74 180 151 155 b -2 4,473
General HArdwaresesscsosessssssassssssoserassssssns 12 120 120 109 +15 + 1 1,661
MOUNBALN, ceaoascusanessnsossanssassssssnnsorassennses 83 144 136 123 =8 =10 5
Aubonotive SupplieBessescocenssvsvsessanssossscnsss [] 92 o1 88 +19 -8 202
Electrloal Go0d8csesasssencrsesssonrscrssnsssornson | 10 102 91 84 b + 9 561
Fresh Frults- and Vegetables.sesscessssenssssnsnsses 4 159 127 119 ~30 - 8 69
-Groceriea and Foods, exocept Farm ProductS.eessensse 32 181 185 187 b -1 1,805
Lumber and Bullding Materiols.ecessssssvsssreonsses 4 106 - 105 98 =11 =20 388
166 17 116 =1 b ]
42 89 o1 oL +12 -2 1,181
Clothing and Furnishings, except Shoe8.eesseesrrers 4 83 113 84 ce L =14, 124
Eleotrdcal G00U8.cscasssnssssessnsossssavcosssosees 14 87 80 88 ‘=l4 1. +" 2,75,
Fresh Frults and VegetableB.evessscessnosssncarsans 4 182 187 178 -7 + 8 519
Furniture and House Furnishingd.ceessssosscescnsees 8 128 w07 117 wl? wld 104
Groosries and Foods, except Farm ProductS.essescsss 23 178 183 186 +14 + 8 2,089
Ysats and Meat. . ProductBessssssssscsssssssscenssonns 4 281 420 320 +11 +18 497
(eneral Hardwaresssossecscssestosessssasnsessrnnses 8 28 95 9L -8 -8 2,220
Plumbing and Heating Suppliess.seese [} 8l 80 70 gL -7 1,328
J.“lry..;-.;-h-0-.0.-.--..-.u.ucn-ua- B 88 £8 &6 =20Q ., + 8 759
Tumbsr and Bullding Materdals.soecesescresrsess 13 100 11 99 +20 wld 928
Hachinery, Egpt.,and Supplies, except Hlectrical... 4 83 8l - 118 =10 -4 178
Jobagen &nd Ite ProductBisseescisssescncivovsnraes | 10 138 124 138 18 +18 857

& s8ollestion percentages are obtained by dividing theimsllections by sseoumié:bwoeivable for an Ldentiocal group of firms,
% ‘lass than 0.5 perdent, , ; ) ' -

States Qomprising Geographic Divisions

Jew England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. Hep Ro I., Vt,) South Atlantic - (bel., D. Cs, Fla,, Oa., Md., N '

Mfiddle Atlantis = (N, 3sy 1, Lo, b, ! Tant, South Gentral = (Klay, Kye, Mises, Feans] = 00 5t Cre Voo W Var)
East North Central - 1lls, Ind., Mich., Ohie, Wis.). West South Gentral = (Ark., La,, Okla,, Tex.) .
VWeat Horth Gentral -'(Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., Mountain =~ (Arls., Gole., Idaho

lont,, Nev., N, Mex.,-Ub
N. Dak,, 8. Dak.) Pacific - (0alif., Oreg., Washi) = = ke “Utah, Wyo.)

&
’ i
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