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Data contained herein were compiled from confidential reports submitted to the Bureau of
the Census by 3,052 merchant wholssalers representing all parts of the country, ’

Janvary sales of merchant wholesalers were up 9 percent over January 1947, the same per-
centage increass as shown for independent stores in the Monthly Retail Trade Report. The corres-
ponding year-to-year increase for 1946-47 was 29 percent; for 1945-45, the increase was 18 percent,
Wholesalers! sales were off seasonally from December by 8 percent, on the average, :

Twenty-five of the 38 trades for which data are shown separately in Tabls 1, page 2, ro-
corded increases of sales over January of last year and 11 reported declines in dollar volume, while
two (voluntary group grocery wholesalers and tobacco distributors) showed no change, Trades report-
ing sales gains of more than 30 percent included meats and meat products, petroleum, full-line
electrical goods, and coals Twenty—one trades reported sales declineés from December to January,

. 1 i
Inventories, valued at cost, for wholesalers in general, were up 17 percent over January
of last year, and up 2 percent from the end of December. Most kinds of business reported little or
no change in inventories during January (see Table 1). That receivables are on the incrsase ie in~
dicated by the fact that, for all kinds or business combined, they were up 22 percent, from January

1, 1947 to January 1, 1948, wvhereas sales were up only 9 percent during the same interval (see
Table 2, page 6).

Note: Attention is called to changes in the arrangement of the tabular date, Beginning
with this issue, data on sales, inventories, credits, and collectione, are presented for each kind
of business by geographic division. These changeg are In the interest of brevity, and conveniencs
in analyzing information for any particular trade. It might be pointed out that for some kinds of
business the totals include data from regions not dhown separately.
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TRENDS IN SALES — SIX TRADES

Percent
Change
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* Conducted jointly by the National Association of Credit Men and the Buresu of the Census. Data are
pot adjusted for number of days in the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.
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Page 2

TABIE 1. - WHOIESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSIKESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHCUT DISCLOSURE OF TNDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

JANUARI 1948

» i Sales Inventory, end~of-~month "(at cost) Stock—aale.s a
Kind of business Percent change + | January 1948 paneljl Percent change ;anuar,: 1948 i::l ratios
and No. of | Reported .t o ! 0. of | Repo:
geographic division Jan:'a'l.e Jm;,'he fim d:i.hr Janve 8 Juw L8 fimr: do;‘U.ar .]I;z.s {;z; g;z:,
report- ] sales . . report—~| vslues
Jan, 47| Dec. W47 ing . | (add 000) Jan., 147 { Dec. 47 ing (add 000) )
United States total..cevessessas |+ 9 -8 3,052 | $171,609 H 17 +2 1,955 | 471,039 || 16] 138) 130 _
New Englandesesesossescccacsnasesscs - 2 =21 192 19,876 +20 0 117 19,319 164 171] 128
Middle AtlanticCeessscsscenssssosnses +5 ~10 611 78,062 +11 + 4 359 63,286 138 133§ 114
Esst North Centraleessessccesssscose #12 ~11 586 87,470 +18 +1 383 83,799 {| 131 127| 14
West North Centralescesssessessccoce +11 -3 297 594479 +11 +1 226 76,111 K 157| 154 152
"South AtlantiCescscssecesescssccsnce +10 -5 399 50,411 +26 + 4 265 50,793 136] 122 119
East South Centralececescescessscoss +10 -3 169 24,335 +19 + 5 99 [ 22,131 141] 131} 132
West South Centralesecsssssosssoroca +7 -2 261 46,668 +17 +2 178 52,343 || L54| 145 144
MOUNEALNe sestancroonncenonasrasacnns 11 -12 138 16,053 +21, +1 98 20,895 |l 168] 150} 151
PReifiCorsesesscnseanaanseonsooncaos +9 =12 351 60,631 +15 +1 22, 76,463 || 1761 167} 146
Automotive supplies: -8 +1 203 15,115 +26 +1 nas 10,718 l| 256| 180} 230
Middle AtlantiCeseesserscoccsocens -5 -5 39 1,032 +27- -2 30 1,699 2521 1931 235
East North Centralescsescssssasess ~10 -13 L7 1,796 +21 +3 35 3,072 || A3 162] 178
West North Contralicessesssessonee -8 ~10 18 1,586 A -1 ] * 1,525 || 261) 231| 265
South AtlantiCeceeccscesceaccosane + 8 +1 10 559 +9 -1 2 165 || 1831 155| 198
West South Centralesseessecscsccse -6 +14 12 3,60k +33 + 2 10 1,439 280 186] 212
MOUALRINcsevssosensonncusessnsnsse 0 -16 8 176 b b b b bp| b | b
PaCifiCeascevesaroncacssososscnsns -18 -9 47 1,719 +69 + 6 23 1,998 || LOL| 1g2| 397
Electrical group, totals +28 29 527 85,669 +4d +5 85 104,889 1] 135 95
Full-line wholesalers: +35 =30 336 71,395 +47 + 6 291 90,694 1431 137 95
New Englandessececesesncesrassesee +2 -39 3 14,072 +87 -3 23 5,116 || 1651 97| 104
Middle AtlantiGessesecscsssassccsns *27 -30 51 10,722 +53 +13 40 11,583 | 151} 107 91
East North Contrelesccececssscssss +39 ~26 54 15,574 +27 + 5 52 19,453 1281 1 2
West North Centrelescesessssoss +T1 -2 2l 5,944, 49 -1 24 7,0Th §j 1191 136 95
South AtlantiCeesecccscscscasas +32 =30 57 10,780 +43 +10 54 13,554 1321 123 84
East South Centralecessss +37 ~32 a 3,889 +73 +1 12 3,575 14k W5 106
West South Centralesese. +50, -25 JAR 6,84% +49 + 6 30 6,924 |} 131] 142| 93
HOUNLaLNesesereenconncnnsns +4é -3 16 2,72 +81 + 4 1% 4,260 || 162| 129 104
Pacifice.. séss00evcssnsnce +31 =37 Ll ; 10,858 +48 + 6 5 19,135 1761 156 105
Wiring supplies, construction .
materials distributors: + 5 -7 115 6,242 +2h 0 T0 5,137 113 961 105
New England.esees -12 =12 13 492 0 Ly 4 143 129] 104{ 120
Middle Atlantic. -10 -12 31 913 +11 + 3 16 915 461 11 12
East North Central -1 -7 28 1,30 || 47 -5 20 1,49 || 137] 18} 12
West North Cantral............u.. +27 -5 5 350 b . b b b b b b
South AtlantiCesesevesscsscosasnse +10 -7 15 1,794 +51 +3 12 1,280 82 60 72
East South Centralececcessososcsce +18 ~19 L w7 b b b b b b b
West South Centralesececessecsessse +23 +12 6 L27 - +81 =10 4 273 81 591 108
Mountainesesssnsssessssoncessscecs +32 -4 6 n b b b b b b b
Pacifi0sseseescecnsrsscnscssnsesno +8 -4 7 o8 +12 + 8 6 579 147 | 129
Appliances and specialties ’
vholesalera: -2 -36 76 8,032 +35 + 7 50 9,058 1421 108 89
Middle AtlantiCeecsvescsssssccsess =27 =50 15 1,148 *47 +9 .6 842 138 62 n
East North Centr®lesecasccescssnos 416 31 18 1,651 +63 + 5 1 1,222 116 89 -]
West North Centrflessceecesscocosss +10 =15 10 1,296 =22 -2 ] 1,575 1301 18| 112
South AtlantiCesescrcssesssececses (¢} ~35 1o 1,285 +132 . +20 S 1,29 132 67 68
West South Centralescesscesconcens -6 34 5 724 b b b b b b b
Mountaineesssesssessoscessescscsce -8 =46 7 641 +25 +10 & 866 148] 109 9
PRcifiCessescoscssesrnacncccnnssce +19 =38 [ 573 +93 +9 & 73001 18] 19 3
Furniture and house furnishingss +5 -5 w | e127ll s -6 23 g202 || 134 312] 186
Middle nelantiCessscssenceseroonss +8 -9 10 | 1,356 +30 +27 6 667 86| 63| 352
East North Centraleecessc.oscsecco 2 + 6 & ] 80 b b b v b b b
South AtlantiCecececscascesncoscens +14 «l3 5 515 b b b b b b b
West South Gentral.vessseccocscessne -3 =27 [ 538 b b b b b b b
Mountain.sesesssoconcezoncsasacess +9 -26 I 5406 b b b b b b b
PacifiCecessscscevocasncecrcoscsne +9 +3 8 1,63% -1 0 5 3,176 || A7 235] 227
Jardwares ) L+ 8 -l 1na 35,787 11 . +30 411 8 61,557 220 1821 197
Middl. Atlantic.svecencancvoceascs + 5 25 22 4,991 +L0 +3 15 6,881 .} 204 166 ] 173
East North Centralecscsceecascossce + 1 -7 13 by515 +20 + 6 10 7,129 176 | 148) 151
West North Centrals .cseeeecoscecs + 7 -l 15 8,268 +33 +19 15 18,846 228| 183} 184
South At1antiCeesscesossscscsssces 14 +19 18 2,827 +61 + b 13 4,502 23| 1571 260
East South Contralesecesscossosces +24 +5 11 3,991 +22 0 5 3,029 1627 163 176
West South Centrilecsescesecossane +7 412 15 3,579 \j| +19 +8 10 6,106 || 2131 191 228
PACifICecasssonrensncnconcsioscnca + 6 + 3 1, 3131 +25 +13 u 13,510 281 |- 228 | 255
H23bb
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TABIE 1. - WHOLESAILERS® SAIES AND INVENTCRIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GROGRAPHIC DIVISION 8 3
V JANUARY 1948 .
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
P T
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at coat) Stock-sales &
Kind of business Percent change | January 1948 panel|| Percent change | Jamuary 1948 panel ratios
: and Jan. 148 | Jan. 48| No. of § Reported i ., 118 . 1,8 | Bo. of | Reported
geographic division v e 0| firme | domtar [|°%%,' Jane 8 i | dotlar ||Jans | Jan. | Deo,
Jan, 147 | Deo. 347 | report—| sales Jan. 47 | Dec, t47 | report-| values [11948 | 1947 | 1947
: ing | (add 000} i ing | (add 000)

Industrial supplies: =5 -l 68 $e,886 +18 b £13,300 230 ] 1911 212
Middle AtlantiCessserccecososocsse -12 410 2 1,847 +13 -2 1L C2.1m {162 139 165
East North Centralececsessecssvacse 0 -1 10 91k +31 + 2 7 558 184 | La2| 166
West North Contraleesssescsosccene +18 =18 7 499 b b b b b b b
South AtlantiCsieecesscocsccsscsene +26 7 7 91 +25 +11 A 861 | 137 | 144 150
West South Centralesesvsvessescece 11 -1 6 3,030 +22 [ 5 6,157 |} 275 | =211 237
PecifiCesscsncssercescrnseenssanse | =17 -3 8 660 + 6 -1 Té 1,352 [} 2994 219 291

Jewelry: =3 ~58 158 3,37 =1k +7 78 6,225 320 | 311 126
New Englandesessceessecescssosrces +5 65 6 209 b b b b b b b
Middle AtlantiCescessesensocascres =1 45 1 796 - +8 1i o262 {] W17 3931 152
East North Centralescssssecnsscsas + 7 ~5 L5 1,064 -13 +3 22 | 1,980 | 2621 2971 125
Wost North Centralesccscsessersree +1 ~55 18 565 w2l 14 13 1,402 361 | 5121 117
South AtlantiCecsssssssossesencene ~15 - =50 7 175 b b b ® b b b
PacifiCecescsccssrscscersnsarsnres ~20 63 3 492 <Lk -1 18 970 || 290 | 252 117

Lunber and bgilding materials: +22 -5 55 7,686 +61 +10 28 3,951 120 92 98
Middle AtlantiCessesccssssscssesce -5 ~19 15 1,785 46 +9 - 5 1,116 || 16} Wi 76
East North Centralecesssecaserssss 11 ~16 10 800 - +88 + 6 7 584 92 68 89
West North Centrelessssescesccesss +46 [1] 5 1,063 b b b b ® b b
South AtlantiC.essscesscescescsses +29 -6 7 950 b b b b b b b
East South Centralecssscossscacces +35 412 L T b b b b b b b
PacifiCeesscssecasassrascnsossacce +30 412 1, 1,732 +72 +10 9 1,636 I 1as | 12| 133

Machinery, equipment, supplies

(except electrical): +18 +5 Lo 4,262 +32 + 5 26 6,722 i1 194 | 1811 206
Middle AtlantiCiaeescsscesccccasas 411 [+} 5 . 605 b b b b b b b
East North Centralssssceecscescecs -7 =10 13 - 858 412 +1 8 1,019 |l 1621 1a4] 161
South Atlanticesesss covesace +16 =19 L 110 b b b b b b b
PBeifiCesecsscassessaresvrscsonsens =13 +7 7 521 +27 -1 5 1,191 308 | 220| 370

Metals: +17 +13 18 3,788 +30 -4 13 L hak92 1) Akh | 132) 168
PacifiCesconvcscrsessscrsesnsnnoas +5 -k A 727 b b b b b b b

Optical goods: -9 +13 9 198 b b b b b 23
Mlddle AtlantiCessessosseosssescoe =13 17 L 122 b b b b b b

Paints and vamishess + 8 +37 56 5,26M +9 =13 | 13 1,138 |1 1311 122| 197
Middle AtlantiCecsesscesscscessessn -28 -8 4 Y b b b b b b b
East North Centralescesessesresses -10 +21 7 550 414 -k L 364 96| 77| 125
South At1antiCessescecscsceanccsces +1 432 A 293 +36 .2 L 356 || 122 904 157

Flunbing and heating supplies: + 6 - 8 58 4,904 +35 +5 0 3,401 150 ] 1271 151
New Englandesecessssascsscacascose +24 -3, [ 223 b b b b b b b
Middle AtlantiCesseesseessccessess | .+ & «11 - 16 968 +16 -3 é 363 || W91 1511 170
East North Centralsccecsscsscecsss +13 -12 14 1,023 +28 +13 n 1,596 || 193 | 169 | 144
West North Centralesecscecsossccss +7 -7 9 934 +36 413 6 729 |j W3} 10! 152

Refrigeration squipment, parts

(commercial): -19 - -3 26 662 +31 + 1 23 1,787 3101 1911 297
East North Centralisecesesessecses +1 «19 [ 157 +16 41 [3 4z 262 | 28| 210
South AtlantiCssessessessssnsscses ~34 -3 8 131 +25 412 8 488 | 373 1981 324
PacifiCooescoasssscsessarensancese =20, +16 5 168 +76 -5 b 539 3331 1s2] 115

Surgical, medical, equipment

supplies: ' ' +7 -3 26 1,720 L +1h - ) 1,82, 11381 129] 1%
Hiddle AtlantiCasescoesscecssccsce +3 -3 8 378 +15 + 1 (3 131 189 162 184
East North Centralecessssecscsones 7 -5 8 734 o -3 6 709 |} 17| 126 112
South AtlantiGsescersescecsosnsesse +1k -11 5 347 b b b b b b L b

Boer: +1 ~16 by 1,359 +3h +10 3 629 bh i 501 51
Middle AtlantiCecececsesccssssssos 2, -12 10 296 +96 =6 8 10 381 22| 36
Fast North Centralesssescecsscesoo 0 22 11 AT +23 +1 5 27 471 a3 37
West North Centralesesssccscscsses =12 +1 [ 90 +104 =15 5 L7 65| 264 76
South AtlantiCecseecasssscessnnsean -3 -4 . 5 258 +26 +15 b 9 72 55 6‘&
East South Centralscesossse .a +3 23 5 70 +59 +43 5 132 §| 189 | 122 101
PacifiCeossssssasceassscssscssssson +13 ~23 4 187 b b b b b b b

Chemicals, industrials -5 + 8 11 1,177 +36 + b é b 824 119 791119

Y136l
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Page 4

JANUARY 1948

TABIE 1. - WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE FOSSTBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL _OPERATIONS)

(

Salea'

“Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock=sales 3
Kind of business Percent changs January 1?!.8 p::;l Parcent change January 1948 panel ratios
and ot ot No. of | Repo: Jan, 1t Jane ! No. of { Heported
geographte divieion Jan, 18] Jon. B\ tires | dollar |77, 'h8[Jen. 48 firms | dollar [l jan. | sen, | ec,
. C .t o 147 | report= | sales Lt ot repor values 1948 {1947 | 1947
Jane. *47 Déc L7 ing | (add 000) Jan. 47 Dcic &7 ing | (aad 000)
Clothing and furnishings 1 m
(except shoes): -5 + 2 28 $L, 910 +63 +49 12 $936 19! 701 7
Middle AtlantiCesssssseoscacossoss -1 + b 8 3,570 b b b b b b b
East North Centralesceocsesscsoson =43 =17 5 123 b b b b -b P b b
South AtlantiCecescsssosossscssson -1l -15 5 17 b b b b b |- b b
Pacificosssesceccsssansnsscsacsncs =16 «19 [ 127 b b b b b b b
Coal: +35 -3 9 hs945 b b b b b b b
Confectisnery: +2 ~19 53 2948 +10 | +38 2 1,06k 964 871 176
#iddle AtlanticCoesscscoscoosscecas + 6 =23 7 317 b b b b b b b
East North Centralecsseescescesass b 26 9 321 b b b b b b b
Weat North Centralssscasssscsscsnn +7 =17 4 259 + 1 ~10 13 149 65 69 60
South AtlantiCecscesessssssacnssss -7 -11 13 405 +15 +21, [ 352 128 | 104 9L
East South Centralessssssssveences + 7 -20 9 378 b b b b b b b
West South Centralescescssscsvsson <15 -18 L 130 b b b b b b b
Dairy and poultry producta: +11 =10 28 - 2,973 +27 =12 17 885 31y 331 35
Middle AL1antiCscsssossoconscsocos +6 -12 7 1,183 || 36 -3 A 488 ] 381 w0
East North Contralecscosecsnossscs + 3 +3 13 898 +12 +5 8 122 25 22 21
Drugs and sundriss (liquor excluded)s + 7 + 8 159 40,623 + 6 + 2 12) 53,627 1711 1731 182
New Englandecceesssocosasassnasnon + 2 + 4 12 2,35} + b + 1 10 3,080 166 | 1571 170
Middle AtlantiCsssesccsssssasscaoe +1 w1 19 5,474 + 3. +3 12 4,767 1581 153 150
East North Central..esessovcoscves +11 + 4 23 6,838 +9 + kb 16 7,094 157 | 160] 156
Wast North Centralecssscecscscoencs + 8 +7 17 Ly 796 +12 +3 16 6,901, 163{ 160 173
South AtlantiCassesosccsosasccososs + 7 +13 27 4,802 +12 + 5 18 5,911 198 185] 210
East South Centraleees..s 000 +5 +9 1 2,918 412 + 2 1 15295 177 | 63| 1e8
West South Centraleeccscscecsscans +13 +12 20 5,058 +9 0’ 15 7,657 188 197 210
Mountaifiossceoeoscvavccvoaocaasann +12 +30 1 2,070 +13 + 2 9 3,279 163 | 164 208
PacifiCosecsvoossoscesssscscassnpe +7 +11 16 6,326 -4 0 14 10,640 170 | 189 187
Dry goodst -2 +7 134 | 27,57 + 8 +7 96 | 36,630 1 1751 154 185
New Englandceesose soscsbs00000 w32 =28 10 681 +25 -] 10 1,298 191§ -104} 137
Middle Atlanticoss 20000000000 * 2 + 4 37 5,742 -l +12 23 6,056 2031 194§ 173
East North Centralacscecsescsssvos -7 =10 12 2,132 +43 +3 11 3,576 176 | 113 152
West North Contraleesescsecceassos +1 -2 8 8,641 0 2 8 14,351 166 167 160
South AtlanticGesossessssesssesasne + 6 +12 22 3,029 +34 +16 16 Lyhh5 1971 16k1 183
East South Contralecsssssscrccnaca -13 +26 57y 2,167 +14 +17 9 2,412 1521 1151 159
West South Centralecscseconsssssso =20 +50 7 1,339 «10 +2 [ 1,557 1381 119 =17
Mountalnesssescvosocsevesesssceose <11 +23 511 +21 *34 b T07 177} 122] 162
PacifiCeceracssoscoossresonscsanes +12 +53 10 2,276 b b b b b b b
Farm supplies: +26 4. 15 3,120 +66 + 5 8 1,602 113 851 120
Fresh fruits and vegetables: +2 =17 73 5,837 +12 -8 [ 1,266 31] 29 28
New Englandeessscoosososconssssooos 0 -8 8 308 ~12 +5 7 2 71 8 &
Middle AtlantiCeoossscessscsessoce -1 =10 17 1,215 + 3 =12 11 T 13 13 13
East North Centraleseosseccsssencos wl o 15 739 +19 +2 9 172 38l 32] 32
West North Centraloccoscssssssssca + 8 =17 6 578 46 + 1 4 253 61 L5 49
South AtlantiCucsesescesossscssvss 2 ~10 12 798 +30 +28 6 105 22 18 16
East South Contralscescssesessecos +13 +5 5 3451 b b b b 1] b b
PacifiCecvosvescsccscoscnessvanons + 8 -1 7 1,04, + L ~10 5 5§91 51 52 55
Groceries, totals +2 +3 559 | 88,792 0 -k 33 | 719,352 N ual il us
Non-affiliated full-line
wholesalers®s -1 + 8 302 8 -1 -2 178 37.132 145 % 4k | 156
Noew Englandecosconesasscscossascon «20 -2 - 6 888 b b b b b b b
Middle AtlantiCesseccceaccsscsunee +7 =15 22 3,376 + 4 + 2 8 3,406 150§ 158 120
East North Contralecesscssescscocs -2 -k 35 4y 492 -5 -7 23 5e245 1971 2051 193
West North Centralceesesscosasease -8 + 7 38 3,862 + 1 -2 26 4,693 1821 162] 184
South At1antiCessecoseseseccoosons +6 A5 &7 T3h +1 1 3t 3, 1221 126| 13
East South Contralcossccssscssceens + 3 +9 35 3,755 = h 0 23 3,622 130 1 149 ) 143
West South Centralesecccscosesncacs [+] +15 T 12,122 +10 0 5, 10,60L 1224 111 ] 137
Mountainesessesssscasasscososssscs -10 +20 10 1,369 -1 2 7 1,927 184 | 166 ) 5
PaclfiCacescsoscessccocsnsacavcons - +1) 12 3,760 b b b b bt b b
Voluntary-group wholesalsrss 0 -l 137 26,692 = 3 =5 100 26,852 1531 1551 150 .
New Englandecesscssocococosesssaos +3 ~10 n 2,572 ST + 3 5 1,97 || wal wel a2
tiddle AtlantiCessescsccoesscovecs +1 +1 N 5:832 -9 - by 16 h:365 157 1 178 ] 161
East North Centraleceseoscasesosew +1 =6 L2 9,315 +1 -5 33 9,975 150 1 152 151
West Horth Central..cscecesscsssscs -9 -}9 pal 2,358 -7 =8 18 3,868 175 | 1631 15%
South AtlantiCecessescsaccssoscesn +7 +5 10 1,595 +1 +11 6 1,129 149 ¢ 5 1 127
Mountaine soseeoovccosssoanccossono =10 =1 12 1,515 -3 w5 12 2,407 159 | 148 168
PacifiCocosssssssesovcasnceosisans (4] ] 8 3,191 L] - 8 v 3,457 135} 1351 138
H23L4
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TABIE 1. - WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENIORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Foge 3
JANUARY 1948
(DATA ABE SHUIN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHEEE POSSIELE mOUT DISGLOSURE OF mDIVIDUAL OPEMTIOHS)

Sales ' .M || Inventory, end—of-mnth (at cost) Stock-sales &
Kind of business Percent changs | January 1948 panel || Percent change | January 1948 panel ratios
and I Jan, 148 | Jan, 148 |No. of |Reported |lyan wg!l jen, 148 | No. of | Reported ”

geograrhic division | ve firms | dollar an“ i mve L8 firms dollar || Jan. | Jan. { Dec.

Jan, 47| Dee, t47| report-| salss Jan. 1471 Dec. 47 | report-} values 1948 ; 1947 | 1947
ing | (add 000) Ji- ing | (add 000)

Retailer—cooperative warehouses: +13 | + 8 2 §8,7685 +20 + 2 16 87, 10:7 136§ 1301 143

Middle AtlantiCessesescesssresson +21 +23 7 2,100 | b b b b b b
East North Centralececssrececossn «26 - | 17 [ 1,970 +26, +2 3 2,646 | 134 | 135] 155
West North Centralscsessscccccsen +9 +7 6 2,10 | 6 |} -1 b 2,069 1| 195 | 190] 206
Specialty lines vholesale r8: + 8 +3 96 1 12,557 -2 =10 59 8,261 il 11h} 1161 121

New Englandeecsosssnsscsssssesses as | +6 8 2 | -1 -6 5 a3l e| 75| W

Middle AtlantiCeeseccccececocsces +1 +13 - 23 4,133 =15 -5 12 2,216 1221 116] 129
East North Centraleeesesvcssceces F + 3 -7 12 584 <11 -3 A 130 831 105 Vil
South AtlantiCeeccssscassiorcases +5 - - 6 24 1,878 +12 -3 1 1,851 119 | 113 14

East South Centraleceseesscsssces 0 + 6 L 207 b b b b b b

West South Centralesssssccescsces ~13 -7 5 321 b’ b b b b b b
PacifiCesvcecsescesasccsnssscsane +18 -b 16 4,693 +3 ~18 11 3,304 16| 125 127
Leather and shoe findings: =10 3 32 483 +11 + 13 1L 1,025 356 | 327] 1oé

Middle AtlantiCoesssscssscssasese =23 =33 8 36 b b b b b b b

East North Centrales. ssesvcces -6 ~18 7 75 b b b b b b b
West North Central. crernas -2 +16 5 &k b b b b b b B

Pacifidiseeseossese es0s0 «16 + 8 [ . 222 b b b b b b b
Meats and meat products: - . +31 +9 47 25,168 - by +12 39 12,945 64 59 62
Middle AtlanticCesscsnsascccscsens +39 +35 10 L4653 +46 + 0 10 2,245 18 L6 62
Fast North Centralececsscscssosse +42 + 6 1 9,46k +50 +2L 12 5,772 6,1 61] 56
South AtlantiCessecssscsnccscases +12 +5 5 1,334 +43 +9 [ & 35 L3

Enst South Centralecssecccccse +13 -3 1Y 1,331 b b b b b b b
PacifiCececssosenonvanssnssssvesy 433 | 42 5 3,523 +43. +20 b 657 38| 33] 33
Paper and its productss +41 1 +1 61 8,059 +37 + 6 31 Wy 777 127 911 111
Middle AtlantiCsececscss =10 +19 20 1,928 +62 +3 " 13 1,253 100 54 95
East North Centralecssssse +3 -2 19 L5040 +21 +13 8 317 103 83 a2

West North Centralessssscesccscae £11 +9 5 297 b b b b b b

South AtlantiCscssescceeocesssece +5 +1 6 61 b b b b b b b
Petroleums +33 -5 2 | 1,097 +20 +2 20 572 57, 661 .53
Shoes and other footwear: 412 +3 29 264296 8 +5 2 10,211 76 57 101
Tobacco producta: ¢] -18 258 25,838 +9 +1 133 7,987 63 57 51
East North Centralsees. sospene + 6 -19 56 6,420 *1h -7 23 1,769 66 60 58
West North Central eseene -7 -19 36 2,923 +10 +15 22 1,189 & 771 ‘56
South Atlanticeess ssrcsenn -1 =10 18 1,869 +3 +5 12 808 52 50 L
East South Central,. esscosenne -6 -2 10 768 + 4 «10 h L5 n 53
West South Centralecessececescsns -5 -7 22 1,870 +1 -8 12 661 51 L6 52
Mountain.eesesescsesssascencecone -3 17 20 1,100 + 7 415 1 L0 Th 2] 59
PacifiCessccescrsecasssssccoccers -4 =2l 28 2,622 +9 -5 k7S 825 Kl 67 62
Wines and liquors: + 7 =30 72 12,378 =17 -17 65 24,719 2061 262] 173
Middle AtlantiCesececcesssesscose 0 =31 9 1,762 <37 -l 8 4,058 245 384 176
East North Centralsessssccsessass +39 =31 U 1,793 +1h -29 12 3,383 || A8/ 250! a8
West North Centralescecosscscssse +73 =2 5 947 -2 ~15 L 1,858 2011 3491 119
South AtlantiCeescscsssavoscsssen =15 =30 8 1,629 =14 =19 7 3,593 221 249! 190
West South Centralecssscecccasscsoco +2 =33 12 1,606 =29 ~17 11 2,874 18L | 261 146
Mountaineecoesescrcscccosesceceso iy + 5 1 952 +15 -26 6 1,75 18 228 256
PacifiCecccessssssscessonscarnesse 4] =38 10 2,283 -19 19 10 L,969 || a8 | 269| 167
Miscellaneouss +1 -6 12 2,463 + 8 ~2 b 1,174 )| 166 ] 155} 165

a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales including any direct shipments and consign-
ment business for an identical group of firms.

b Insufficient data to show separatsly.
¢ Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

States .comprising geogmphic divisions:

New England = (Conn,, Maine, Mass., N. H., R« I., Vto) South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N. C., S. C., Va.,
Middle Atlantic - (N. J., N. Y., Fa.) We Vas )
East North Central — (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wisc.) East South Central -~ § oy Ky, Miss,, Tonn.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., West South Central = (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)
No Dak., S. Dak.) Mountain (Arlz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo. )

Pacific - (CElif., Oreg., Wash.)
q136¢
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TABLE 2, - WHOLESALERS! ACCOUNTS RECEIVABIE AND COLLECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JANUARY 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHEHE POSSYBLE HITBG)'I' DISCLOSURE -OF INDIVIDUAL OPERA‘!‘IGIS)
Collection percentages'a Aew;:n”::ntr:]ceivabl. Jammary 1948 panel
Kind of bYusineass -
and Yo. of Accounts
geographic division Januery | Jamary | December J"‘;‘m’*s Jan;’l%s £irme receivable as of
. : 1 X 19 - ; report- | Jamuary 1, 1948
948 9T W Jan, 1947 | Dec. 1947 el (ac 000)
United States totaleieceuvosrroansvnsaes | 108 114 118 +28 =6 2,801 $328,85)
New Pnglandecceseeiossoressesseoscnsenenncecs 95 106 109 22 +1 155 18,604
M1dd1e ALIANt10.sseenonsesorsarinrsesnsnsasen 110 118 17 +15 -5 493 60,533
Bast North Contral..ececsscecsscresssrcoconenr 118 124 127 +28 -3 450 58,787
West North Centrale..c.icesrscessssoncnscennse 106 107 114 +11 =16 222. 44,137
Bouth AL1entiCescecosrncsvecososcosncaonnss 102 110 107 +31 -7 299 37,627
Bapt South Central...ecovesssssscesenen . 112 121 116 +37 ~10 121 14,832
Wont South Contral....vceeesoverrocrvssnocrns 114 123 122 +26 -7 185 27,138
HouUntBiN.eeeseeessneracacnsasrssrsaseceserancs 121 129 i26 +24 -7 101 8,574
b2 T % o 103 lo7? 111 +21 -1 266 50,753
Automotive supplies: - 87 94 9 +1 -2 147 6.815
M1dd1e AL1antit.essrescerncnrsiisionsinenon 7% 83 5 + 8 -9 36 851
Eagt Horth Centrel...c.ievcesarsosvesccsnns 98 103 103 -5 -9 44 1,762
Went North Centrel...cevercrorsensrsecnnesa 85 89 80 + 2 -14 15 1,795
South At1entit.ecvseereessssocsorsersencnas 91 102 89 +21 =13 6 247
Woat South Contral...ceeevevsssencesssnsacs 8l 101 92 +9 -9 7 571
MountBin..eeseressnsencsscecanne . 94 102 100 +11 -11 3 405
PBOLL C. tasrerecnroossnressnssianonnse e 82 85 82 -4 ~16 27 709
Electrical group, total: 87 a7 102 +54 + 8 465 105,028
Full-line wholesalera: 85 82 . ple)} +61 +12 309 91,931
New Englande.eecevesonssssssssnosnsasssnnes 82 a7 92 +51 +19 8 7,134
Middle Atlantie....... 85 90 100 +48 +10 51 15,608
Eagt North Central,... ae a7 106 +74 +14 52 16,331
West North Central,.. 84 73 96 +62 + 4 24 7,789
South Atlentic....... cessrseesensersenne 78 7 96 +37 +11 56 15,701
East South Contral...cvvessiceasecescnesasnn 93 93 116 +123 +12 14 3,520
Woot South Contral...ceveereensscncncecnnns 85 74 99 +64 +6 29 6,697
Mountain..oeeesenecsnsencsann cesenn 89 - 7% 106 +60- + 9 12 2,562
B2 8 o T A as 80 105 +58 +18 40 16,591
Viiring supplies, construction
materials distributors: 90 96 92 +9 =14 93 5,606
Wew Englond.e.cesscscesscessssncannonoosones 89 89 93 + 6 ] 1o 491
Middle AtlartiC.icesvencccense 90 102 92 +15 -3 24 974
Eagt North Central....ceeoev.. 93 96 86 +16 -9 20 1,202
West North Central.....e... ceroas 87 86 80 +38 +1 4 285
South Atlantic.secessescees esvasenee 102 110 105 =16 38 13 1,148
Eagt South Central......... esessenerssen 89 80 2 +31 =13 4 179
Wost South Central..svecscevesssssonnonnene 89 82 80 +22 -1 5 393
HOMNLRIN. coseeveresetacsocscsconstasnceaens 81 83 79 +24 -2 6 436
PACITIC. cvinsravanvesoronssensasonsrsensans 70 79 80 +16 + 2 7 498
Appliances and specialties . .
wholesalera: 110. 122 120 +34 =11 83 7,491
Now Englend,eoveevrersrncncasoenns 101 154 138 +33 =18 4 177
Middle Atlantic............ 109 137 135 +47 ~1 11 1,389
East NOTth Contraleeseicscesscsensesaronnne 105 126 131 +40 -2 16 1,511
West North Centr8l...eescsescecosncscnennss 115 110 107 + 1 -28 9 1,017
South Atlantic..... csesee 160 144 141 +30 =22 9 824
Wegt South Central. Savesenen 86 1098 90 +46 +3 5 1,202
PRCI L 0. vuurnesvererersarcsnsennnssoanrnans 93 97 107 +45 -14 4 828
l’m-;uture and house furnishings: 101 118 103 +42 =15 32 6,717
Middle At1anti0.cscistonnrsonsronsonacnsans 104 112 115 +40 =10 8 1,152
West South Contral..vecerssrsesscccscncsons as 74 90 +31 -9 4 733
PROILIC. tseeiunsesrasssonnnnssssccccnnosnrs 4 96 97 +36 -3 8 2,172
Hardware: 94 101 108 +14 =13 106 32,087
Middle Atlmtio...............,............ 88 88 102 + 3 -7 18 5,936
Egst NOTth Contral.c.veseeeeiveesssssocesss 104 114 123 +19 -7 13 4,342
West North Contral..coreerrareeaonnes “se 103 115 120 +17 -26 15 8,821
South At1entlC.eeceesseceareraonnsnns . 90 98 97 +24 -7 17 2,25)
East South Central... F T S 91 9 105 +27 +3 7 2,276
West South Central......................... 102 107 108 +20 =17 14 2828
PAOITL0u s resesrarsessnsoscsssoscsossssenen 87 92 97 +10 =10 14 6,679
Industrial supplies; 89 93 68 + 7 -4 69 8,108
Middle M:lantio................,........... 94 88 104 -4 -2 18 1,628
Bast North Central..ee..... cesisenanss 93 89 96 =14 -5 9 860
West NOTth Contral..sescveeerasacnsreonsone 87 91 102 +11 -7 7 549
South Atlant1C..ecerevennss 86 93 114 +53 +15 5 719
West South Central...oees.. 96 107 103 +15 -9 5 2,344
Pa0IfI0 e erieetieserisinisanncsnsassenonnns 80 73 79 -23 -$ ? 726
du0t

(Continued on next page)



TABIE 2. - WHOLESALERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABIE AND COLIEO'I‘I(WS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Page 7

. JANUARY 1948 -
(DATA 5@ SHOWN_BY GROGRAFHIC D_IVISICNS WHERE POSSIHELE WITHOUT D OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)
Collection percentagesa Accounts receivable )
Kind of business e e percent change Jemazy 1948 panel
‘and
geographic divieion Jam:zgy Jamuary | December J‘“,'"]‘%s "m:':'%s ng;.rm:f reouﬁ:gl{:t:a of
19, 9467 1947 report~ | Ji
Jan, 1 . po anuary 1, 1948 -
« 1947 Dec. 1947 ing (add 000)
Jewalry: ) 80 87 A3 1.8 =17 118 87,814
Middle AL1antlC...sessssesessconsansessass 80 188 75 -5 =25 20 " 4,408
Rast North Contral..cceerversesrsssssscses 84 93 74 +18 -18 1) 2,556
West North CONLI8Leecessrcrcessssonansrnns 85 88 7 0 ~10 15 1,588
PACITACu 0 usrsnsrasonssasersoneassensrnrons n 80 ] +5 -18 25 1,657
Lumber and building materials: 18 113 _J08 +31 =11 49 8,854
MLAdLE ALLANGLC. s eenvreassecesssonnnasnans 98 m 101 +82 T 13 2,027
East North Central, sensecrasse 125 112 96 +13 ~34 10 715
South Atlamtic..ciseesenss. 143 139 152 +53 + 5 8 7350
Faat South Central....ccvsvsesnses 204 143 188 -5 -24 4 327
Pacif;c.....................-............. 108 103 85 +25 -1 1n 1,581 ©
Machinery, equipment, supplies
(except electrical)s 8s 83 91 + 9 ~10 29 5,702
Middle Atlantic..isevescscccrcssescccsones 26 97 a9 +3 0o 4 548
East North Central.cecccessesessrsssscecns 97 82 128 ~10 -7 9 586"
PaCifiCeecacraraseesrrsonanronnenssssncans 69 84 7 «13 -1 5 525
Metals: 118 116 115 +15 =6 18 2,924
QOptical goodss 87 20 89 -8 =16 9 212
Paints and varnishess 78 96 76 +31 =14 22 1,275
Bast North CORLTEL.scescrvseersconsosassne 84 105 81 +36 -1 7 580
South Atlantic..evsooe cassereserennense % a8 78 +51 <21 4 512
Plumbing and heating supplies: = 86 20 91 +51 -6 62 5,202
NeW ENgland...eeesssecssnsesonsesssnssnes 81 81 1] +84 -2 4 228
Middle Atlantic.ecesses 78 88 86 +24 -6 14 1,170
82 102 91 +36 -5 13 1,54
West North Central.....ccecesvrcrsvaceries 95 97 04 +33 ~15 ? 523
Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial)s 85 88 28 -9 -4 24 881,
East North Central.cescescescoresssvcsnene 84 83 8l + 8 + 8 8 193
Soubh AtlantiC.c.eessscsrearsnvssressssnns 88 a2 107 -24 =10 8 1s2
PRCifiC.caicectscsocsscanaresssracessronss 7 76 75 -12 0 5 210
Surgieal{ medical, equipment, supplies: 84 =] - 85 +15 -2 25 2,415
Middle AtlantiC..eesessssncscssccnssnocans 55 82 . 58 417 + 3 8 641
East North Central.cescesecscceeseravesnoe 85 88 82 +18 -8 8 1,011
South AtlantiC.cessesceroserscssransensses 8% 81 75 + 9 -5 5 468
Beer: 214 248 221 +26 -1 14 244
Chemicals, industrial: i 101 88 + 5 + 3 10 £99
Clothing and furnishings (except shoea): 107 120 101 +14 -23 25 4,078
Middle AtlantiC..csvessesessscasvsonrvoeses 107 119 101 +18 -22 T 3,584
Bast North Centralisecerscecosvesancasssse 83 96 84 +8 -51 4 183
South Atlantic... tesecenssersesventre ] n 87 18 +12 =55 4 177
PacifiCiesrssarssnsscresnscsscasssangsosses kt4 7% 80 ~28 =20 6 lg8
Coals 92 93 96 +84 + 1 9 5,501
Confectionery: 126 141 153 +13 ~19 24 881
East North Cenbral...iecescessscssscescone 149 151 148 +16 =31 7 86
South AtlantiC.eesessvensssccescvonsernoss 104 128 88 + 3 -1 5 205
Dairy and pountry prodxicts: 180 208 195 +24 + 2 20 1,125
Hiddle AtlantiCeseevessosasonerorsnosnsces 197 222 198 + 5 -9 8 482
East North Central.c.cosacssesescsnsssonece 183 220 239 +15 + 4 7 16l
Drugs and sundries {1iquor excluded): | 108 108 11 212 -8 8l 12,747
New England.sesseesesesscosscssssasvosnses 105 120 115 +17 -3 8 1,012
Middle AtlantiCescevesssasaransonasessoene 104 109 105 -1 -4 8 1,377
East North Centralivesscscesnscacronssrses 29 85 11 +13 -2 10 2,145
Woet North Contralsecseessorvececvess 115 120 127 . + 7 -6 8 1,446
South Atlantic.ceessissravcosncansers 117 123 115 +16 -12 14 1,618 .
Fast South Centralieesessesssessrsecs 25 108 93 +88 -9 L) 520
West South Centralesecssesaveasscssrneses 28 101 29 +12 -8 12 2,882
UOUNLAIN, v ossesencssssorssnssesvrorasraise 188 287 148 . +82 -17 s 275
PacCifiC.svccrecsrssrssrcssnssssassvsresoce 125 - 24 120 + 8 ~135 s 1,548
Dry goodas 79 84 91 -2 ~25 113 27,910
New England.cecesescosssss 95 108 28 -5 =52 : 890
Middle Atlantic.esesssavcsinescrnee 87 91 a8 -8 =28 33 5,568
East North Centrale.ceoerrcsecsrsncrnes 87 104 93 +20 -25 p¥ 2,496
West North Central.cecescosscrrsesncsvsces 65 &5 88 «15 -21 7 10,927
South AtlantiC..eeeverccrsensscrcerraonnss 86 85 88 *13 -54 18 5,003
Bast South Contral.essecscorsccescsrnanie 93 112 86 +21 -32 14 2;19%
West South Central. 110 88 +20 =24 7 1,571
Yountain...reesee 110 112 +7 -22 5 487
PBCALIC. secvasrsersorrsrscrsesarosocrinne 105 108 * 2 -7 8 1,527
Farm supplies: ’ _262 252 +28 ~5 10 892
Fresh fruits and vegetables: 192 . 192 +21 + 7 55 2,271
New England...cecererssssesonssanssassccss 153 199 19 419 ¢ 5 8 159
Middle Atlantlc.essosse 185 182 17 o] ~10 13 370
. East North Central.... cessteaneenss 121 218 285 +76 +835 9 409
Wost North Central..cescacsosancsssercoven 247 259 273 +12 ~14 5 181
South Atlantic.ieeecsscsrsavessnvesssccnoee 155 ieR 145 +27 +11 10 426
PACifiC.cveronrnscsrtsssversacernsasessoae 178 189 173 +22 + 5 ] 501
H23L6

(Contimed on next page)
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TABLE 2. - WHOLESALERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLIECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISION
JANUARY 1948

{DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE CF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Accoimta

Collection percentages & " tr:,caimblo Jamary 1948 panel
Kind of business percen &
and . Ho. of Accounts
geographic division January | Jamuary | December Jan;sl‘)ks Jan;819l.;3 firms receivable as of
1948 1947 . 1947 report~ | Janwary 1, 1948
Jan. 1947 | Dec. 1947 ing (add 000)
Groceries, total: 170 182 174 + 4 -9 419 $57,535
Non-affiliated full-line wholeaalers: P 174 187 179 + 2 -8 227 16,744
New England...ocessesesencsnsosscasssnsnanne 108 1us 119 -5 o] 4 860
Middle Atlantic.uecvesesvesscescoraonisosss | 150 175 188 + 2 + 1 18 1,987
East North Central...c.ccevsscecasiasasceses 184 184 181 -8 =11 50 2,087
West North Centrali.ecervececccosssssernron 215 280 - 203 + 2 ~26 28 1,247
South Atlantic.e..ccviecnceninnanonscenennana 175 198 179 +15 -2 §1 2,563
East South Cenbral....cvicesieicesccnscanne 17 176 185 + 9 -10 28 1,871
West South Central..eeesesesrvassseverssnne 203 ° 213 205 + 5 -9 54 5,849
Mountaln..overeensovessocessascresssososnne 161 185 - 146 -9 =18 g 873
PacifiC.eeeerecessvecneccacsonvecscnsisacae 132 149 137 -2 . 4] 7 2,017
Voluntary-group wholesalers: 178 186 180 [+] -9 105 10,596
tebereeenras 115 113 1nr + 1 -12- 9 2,171
ceens 160 177 162 + 5 -9 R4 2,766
Bast North Centraliceieecesvssncsenses 241 261 285 0 =11 28 1,545
West North Central.cveescieescicsiscsasnoes 227 251 228 -6 -14 7 18t 972
South Atlantic.....eieersiiecerecsernosncas R23 242 prd +17 -9 7 494
HOUNBAIN. . e teerasrenerenrseaspaasessani 199 192 192 -8 -8 n 726
T T g A e 177 178 181 -3 0 8 1,796 -~
Retailer-cooperative warehouses: ‘ 27 282 262 +16 ) =15 18 R,55)
Middle Atlantic.eseevosersronsscornroncones 247 235 212 + 8 -5 8 78
West North Central....iciceniocenncennssnae 309 251 469 -11 +15 5 531
Specialty lines wholesalers: . 119 134 123 +12 -7 89 7,844
177 208 187 *32 -3 5 158
128 134 118 ~- 4 -8 19 2,525
188 208 173 +29 -4 9 325
South Atlantic.cesesneceas 135 150 156 +352 +10 14 988
West South Central........ cerseanen 113 139 128 +18 -2 4 133
PACIfiCiieecenrecsnesensnruerensessnssnnees 104 120 114 +18 ~12 11 3,213
Leather and shoe findinga: 62 75 71 + 8 -8 20 818
Biddle ALLANEAC..esreantosarossonrsnnsnnens 61 46 50 +19 -9 4 31
East North Central......ee.vevecconneoncess 83 80 85 +29 -1 4 81
#est North Central...... crrean . 64 69 65 + 9 =10 4 a4
Pacificiiieinisriincsconssoraesrocnaconssne 59 77 68 + 2 -8 4 312
¥eats and meat products: 293 286 252 - +81 -4 44 8,132
kiddle Atlanticieesemecinecveosossssansssns 2;40 204 180 . +18 +12 10 1,728
East North Central. 326 328 202 +51 -4 13 2,805
South Atlantic.i.sueeesncsrscnesnsesncsonnes 274 263 254 +12 +12 4 503
East South Central.. c.eeerrersiscncesnnass 244 240 237 + 6 =17 4 500
PaCifiC. cenmseririisvinetnsncossosnnnanssencs 384 873 285 +37 =10 -5 884
Paper and its products: 94 98 98 +10 - 54 7,788
Middle AtlantiC.cieececcsrasroransonnorsane 92 102 112 -1 + 7 18 1,597
East North Central......cccesvvernnnanennas 98 105 99 +18 0 19 4,024
South Atlantic..ieiieeeineiariiunerannnenes 97 108 96 - +23 +1 5 540
Petroleum: ’ 122 1r2 128 +38 + 2 25 789
) -
Shoes and other footwesar: 85 87 89 +14 ~19 25 13,027
Tobacco products: 164 - 370 184 + 8 -4 180 9,815
East North Central....eceeseariosecssvasaana 158 146 185 + 8 -5 30 2,598
West North Cenbral.....vcsvevnvecssocnranas 167 177 176 + 3 ~ 4 14 854
South Atlanticie.icerisiiinersninsiaonnnns 172 180 157 + 5 -2 n 710
East South Central.. e 140 151 126 +24 +18 5 236
seaes 153 148° 145 +16 + 5 13 542
cessvens 141 138 145 +10 -1l 15 343
PacifiC.cssiescctrnesensansssnsocnnsarascse 125 136 140 +18 0 23 1,712
Wines and liquors: 154 148 186 +1 ~8 26 2,548
East North Central.....eivvcvcerecioneccnons 185 218 1e8 +81 ~18 8 4986
West South Central.....cceecvinenves. . 140 148 213 +48 + 8 4 %7
Pacificiiiieeienneeiraiicniinronniionnnes 88 o2 100 -27 -9 4 582
Kiscellaneous: 28 103 99 + 7 + 4 10 2,238

a Collection percentages are obtained by dividing the collections by accounts receivable for an identical grroup of firms.

b Not affilisted with voluntary or cooperative groups.

ot
.



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
MONTHLY . AVERELL HARRIMAN, Secretary

~ WHOLESALE TRADE =~ =eme=

REPORT*

SALES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS
FOR RELEASE UNITED STATES SUMMARY = GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

APRIL 2, 19u8 FEBRUARY 1948

Data contained herein were compiled from confidential rsports submitied te the Bureau of

the Census by 3,114 merchant wholesalers representing ell parts of the country and various lines of
trade,

February dollar sales of the 3,114 merchant wholesalers were up 5 percent over last year
but off seasonally by 6 percent from January of this year, Sales during the first two months of
this year were up by 8 percent over the corresponding period of 1947.

February sales of independent retail stores, as shown in the Bureau's MONTHLY RETAIL TRADE
REFORT, were up 6 percent over February of last year but off by 7 percent from Jamuary of this year,
They showed a gain of 8 percent the first two months of 1948 over the corresponding period of 1947.

Nineteen of the 37 wholesale trades for which data are shown separately in Table 1 re-
corded inereases in sales over February of last year and 15 reported declines in dollar volume,
while three (Jewelry, dry goods, and tobacce products) showed no change. Kinds of business ex-
periencing gains of 15 percent or more included electrical goods, furniture, coal, and petroleums
Twenty-one tradés yecorded increases for the first two months of this year over the corresponding
_period of last year, In generel, sales among the durable goods trades held up better than for non-
durable goods.

Inventories, valued at cost, of wholesalers in general were up 18 percent over February of
last year and up three percent from the end of January. Most trades recorded lijtle or no change in
inventories during February (see Table 1), However, 30 of the 37 kinds of business reported in-
croagses over February of last year. Ten trades reported inventories up by 30 percent or more cver
February 28, 1947. : : ) o :

Beginning=of-February accounts receivable were up 16 percent from a year earlier but off
three percent from the end of the yeare Collechtions were off slightly during February. Compared
with a collection index of 105 for both February 1947 and January 1948, the currént index was re-
corded as 99, thus indicating a slight increase in the credit period, -

TRENDS IN SALES — SIX TRADES

ELECTRICAL GOODS

Percent
Change

HARDWARE

TOBACCD PRODUCTS

JEWELRY
I

‘ CHANGE l 'CHANGE l
0
GROCERIE 5 vacmaas
FEBRUARY 1948 COMPARED WITH
FEBRUARY 1947

— 5

# Conducted jointly by the National Aseociation of Credit Men and tha Burean of the Census. Date ara
pot adjusted for number of days in the month nor for seasonal or price _flqct\umns.

-




Page 4 TABIE 1. ~ WHOIZSAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION _

FEBRUARY 1948
(DATA ABE SHOWN BY GEQGRAFHIO DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPEEATIOﬁS)
Sales Il roventory, end-of-mnth (st cost) | Stockesales®
P t changs Fol oy 1948 semplej]| B t chang Fet 7 1948 samplel ratios
Kind of Jtusinoss Feh Feb, 2 moe. Feb Fab,
and a 2] o . 3 o ] 3
geographic division ool Bl IR-aud i | e |t el It irm | "eiee. || pob. | eob. | sen
F:;f' J:;m 2 ;’:. report= | sales P:g? J:’:‘ repork= § values |1 1948 | 1947 | 1948
1947 | 1ous | agup | dne | (add 000) | g | 1gug | g | (add 00) f}
Clothing and furnishings ' : :
(except. shoas)s -3 « 2 o b 28 $3,707 +43 +6 12 &-133_._ | 152, b 132
Middle AtlantiCessecessssccosseesaccn | ¢ & + 1 + 2 10 3;238 +18 + 5 [N 557 104 {17
East North Contraleceessossossncesoe § + 3 +16 =32 5 66 ] 8 e c ¢ [ ¢
South AtlantiCescvesacsosseesssavsss §.=13 | =11 =12 5 153 e c c e e ¢ ©
PacifiCesvecssnsssssonsveocsesorsces § ol | =2 =35 6 125 ¢ ¢ e ¢ e i s
Coal: | +45 ] =10 +11 9 6,725 [ e [ [ ¢ [ e
Confectionery: +2 =3 +2 49 1,806 +1h Q 2 1,106 93 1 78 1 89
Middle Atlént:l.c..................... 4, w1 +8 6 257 ¢ c e o ¢ e ]
+7 J =5 +5 7 269 [ [ e ¢ 3 ) [
West North Contral.ssececcoscesccsae § # 5 | =7 + 6 L A ~6 L 159 66 1 57 1 63
South AtlantiCessssesosececscscsaves f =7 | 43 -6 12 428 17 -3 7 387 109 § &7 1118
East South Centralecsessosessss -2 11 +3 9 335 e e e L] ¢ e ¢
West South Centr@lecssnccesvssscsnae § = 7 +9 =11 L 1h2 ¢ ] e ¢ ¢ e s
Dairy and paulbry productas +10 | -18 11 30 6,217 +31 =11 ig 1,123 50§ 34 1 39
Middle AtlantiCesssscassreescscsacse | &9 | =23 +16 7 3,316 +118 -6 & 506 60 | 30 | 353
East North Gontralessesecsossscssces | #15 | =9 | 49 TA 1,013 0] =7 9 114 7 i2a)18
Drugs and sundriss (liquor excluded)s + 12 +5 165 36,782 + 5 + 2 122 55,912 199 1193 1169
New Englandesscosssoscossnsosscsesse | #9 | =il ] 1L 2,166 +9 .4 n 3,402 197 §192 (168
Middle AtlantiCesosssceccosscanvseon | + 1 | =13 -3 19 5,433 +5 +3 12 5,950 185 117 |15
East North Centralecsssovssssosseses § + 8 | =10 +9 23 6,310 + 6 -} 15 7,005 170 170 1155
West North Centralesceccscsscesosces § # 6 | = 9 +7 18 4129 #14 + 5 16 75280, 189 1178 {163
South Atlanticescscescsss +8 ~l2 + 8 27 by2hly +12 +5 18 6,180 225 1218 ]198
East South Central..s.. +5 -3 + 5 18 2,911 #11 $ 2 1, 5,134 217 (202 {183
West, South Centraleecea +6 =7 +10 19 4s 32 * 5 w4 13 % 208 §207 1183
Mountainesosoessassos « 8 | A4 +10 10 1,800 + 8 +3 8 3,460 l 198 §199 | 166
PacifiCessccsurnsnces -7 =20 0 17 5,178 - 7 0 15 10,721 209 ]208 {168
Dry goods: 0 | =5 ] 168 53,996 4+ 8 + 7 112 56,713 210 1183 §1ed
New Englandesceesssoosesssosscsasanco § =8 | 49 =26 7 536 +22 +9 7 1,273 238 {179 1237
Middle Atlantices.. +5 | =2 +6 7 15385 +1 +10 28 7s 187 jis, (176
East North Central. +1 -2 -6 12 2,350, +29 +3 1 3,461 l 161 ji26 §is2
West North Central.eceess -2 -6 -2 1 6,170 4+ 6 +5 10 11,781 192 1177 1174
South Atlanticeasss = b «13 + 2 2,480 +24 + 8 15 4,778 260 208
East South Centralessos «15 =18 il 17 2,275 +15 +1h 12 Ly h3T 244 |187 1182
Wegt South Central...:. =2l =15 =21 13 1,252 +22 +9 9 2,510 270 1163 | 205
Mountaineecosesssee +L +23 -2 [ 9 +2A +9 % 866 128 {128 (153
. Pacificieeecses +3 =91 +35 19 4,033 =7 ] 5 10 5,038 Maus fam 222
Farm supplies: | = & ] 415 + b 15 4253 +6)y =1 8 1,35k 126 1 88 1010, .
Fresh fruits and vegetab.lea: ~14 18 - b 68 ‘ 4,072 ~12 + 2 10 911 35 3L 28
New Englandeessscecos +1 -7 0 8 285 -3 + 4 7 10 11 9
Middle AtlantiCses. -1 ~11 -1 16 1,047 +11 +17 9 70 16 16 13
East North Central. +1 | -2 -1 iV -3 w1l 8 233 B 1 45§ L4
West North Central, 417 | =9 12 é 524 47 1 [ 289 75 | 70 | 61
South Atlantic.,. -6 -9 =1 12 621, +18 +3 é 9 24 19 20
East South Central, +30 = 3 +18 5 a9 e ¢ c [ <] e ]
PacifiCoscossscsccccssssvaconconssoa | 434 | 417 +16 b 243 6 e [} e e e e
Groceries;, totals ol =13 + 1 590 89,960 + 3 +1 372 104,153 183 j169 {157
Non-affiliated full-lins
wholesalersds -8 ~17 + 2 328 38,656 +1 0 204, 50,639 190 {175 jié1
Hew England.csoecsssceocssocsscoccos | w8 | 21 1l é 788 [ [ [} [ e ]
Middle AtlantiCecescecescscesvaonces | #10 | = 9 +8 23 3,08} 10 -3 9 3,335 159 1163 152
East North Centralescesesscoesossces | ~12 «17 -7 37 3,908 -3 0 25 559 238 1225 fao7
w2 |18 + 2 73 5,280 +9 -l 34 11,374 265 245 {225
South AtlantiC.issescocesnconconsncos | « 9 | =30 =1 65 55793 +9 +6 33 by 157 1133 1
Eest South Centralacsssssssossesoses | <12 | =12 = 5 3 3,265 -9 +5 23 35984 165 |155 {140
:esttsg_‘;th Centralosccssssnsaossaces —12 =16 +14 85 10,3}1 +11 +2 58 12,020 124 §126
OUNtAiNesesiscecsascooosccensncasns | = =25 12 17 1 ~15 - 1 5518 2! 291 1218
PacifiCescecsoresnensnerniusscesceee | =1l =21 | -7 15 777 -16 - 2 5 5ere 1 3, l?ﬂ 39
Voluntary-group wholesalerss =3 | <12 w1l U6 29,383 + 8 45 107 34,985 H 187 1164 1160
New Englandescccsesesssasecsossaccas | + 6 -5 + 3 ph i 23442 +12 =3 1,158 150 1158 144
+ 1 =16 +1 35 7,616 =g +1 18 3,014 164 j168 {140
- 5 ~15 w1 L2 8,269 + 7 L 34 11,694 181 {162 j1s1
West North Centralessssascces wh | =2 b 26 5,195 +19 +9 2h 1,152 220 1177 § 200
South AtlantiCecsssssescscons -7 | -19 +1 9 1,162 [ [ e e 3 [ e
HMountainesssososecsscssaasssnan =11 | <15 -~10 12 1,293 *9 14 12 2,761 22 §1% 3159
PacifiCosossrcesescosassonnsescnvcnce | w5 | «l2 = 3 8 2,801 +3 -4 7 3413 131 1134 #1138
Y2k

(Continued on next page)
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TABIE 1. - WHOLESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISION Fage 3
FEBRUARY 1848
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIHLE WITHCUT DISCLOSURR OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Ssles Inventory, end-of-month ‘('at cost) Stock-sales®
Kind of business Parcant 1 Pebruary 19,8 sampls|{ Percent change | February 1948ssmple ratios
an Peb. | Febs | 2 mose " Feb. Feb, -
goographic division 1948 {1948 | 1948 Ko. of | Reported 1948 1;“ No. of | Reported
from | frem trom | firms doliaxr from | from |  Timms dollar Feb. | Feb, | Jan,
Febe | Jan, | 2 mos, | ToPOIt-| sales Feb, | Jan, | ToPort- | values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
1947 | 1948 | aou7b| %8 | (add 000} || 197 | jgup | ing | (add 000)
Retailexr=cooporative h b | =13 *1lh 23 $7.521 +23 + b 12 $64230 169 1155 |13%
418 -2 +20 7 1,668 ] e e ¢ c ] c
*15 =18 +20 b 1, +22 + 4 S 2,745 169 {158 |134
West Horth Contralesecscocosesovees +1 ]-26 +5 5 1,645 [ (] ] c c [ ]
Spscialty lines mm 2511 w8 =21 - 2 923 11,395 ~12 -8 49 12,300 160 |166 146
-h -6 +5 8 350 . =16 -k 5 240 75 85 72
=15 «30 - § 26 2,826 27 -5 10 2,119 147 (169 | 123
+6 (=28 +5 1 528 -1 -2 b 127 7¢ |100 | &3
+ 6 -8 +6 21 1,647 +11 -9 10 1,617 17 {115 |12
-8 |«l3 <11 [ 292 [ c e ] [ c c
PocifiCeecoeroerenconsses -10 -2 -2 19 5,370 =11 -8 Y, 7,830 194 1190 {172
Leathor avd _dme £indings: «20 ~-16 =15 33 388 + 7 +5 - 13 97 50L 1399 1375
MI001e AULANteCasoesasersorasesese | <35 | =20 | =29 9 32 ¢ e e e e e |e
East Horth Centralesscecscscocesess -7 | <15 =11 7 58 ¢ ] ] ] ] e e
Yoot Yorth Contralecesscsscsscsssre =24 | =26 ~10 2 28 e [ [} [ c [ ]
Poedfleoccssonssscsecssscnsecersens A7 [=6 26 209 e [ e e [ e 3
Ksats and moat productss +8 |23 20 43 17,232 +26 -] 35 1,499 87 1 72 | 69
Middle ALLantiCoccsessosecesaserses | 2L | =11 | 430 1 Lol .2 0 n 2,433 55 | 64 | 48
Bast Horth Centymlocessosvosecesses +5 | =30 *2l 14 6,655 +29 +2 n 4,958 110 84 5
Scuth Atlanticecescsscosscoccsssess | w18 | =32 -2 5 903 +33 =10 [ 59 | 36 | b
Papor and its productss .+ 6 -7 + b 65 8,461 +35 +3 32 4,863 in 97 1120
Eiddle AtlantiCscoeoss [ <16 -3 22 2,242 +62 + 7 13 1,340 m 65 {100
Bast North Centralcsses +9 o1l +5 20 4325 +32 + & 9 1,583 109 82 | 100
West Horth Controlecesecescoscescss | ¢7 | = 6 +9 5 289 ¢ ¢ [} ° [ e e
South Atlantitscoececcocossccssnses +21 =11 + 7 670 ] c e e c J c
Petroleum +32 | -8 +32 26 1,007 27 410 25 606 64 | 68 | 54
Hiddle AtlantiCossscescsessosconase +2. - +22 23 761 e ] < c e ¢ [
Shoss apd other footwsar: 2, |+8 +18 28 27,27 +35 -8 18 9,257 65 1621 75
Middle AtlantiCecssseee 417 | =6 - b 7 887 e c [ [ e L] [
South AtlantiCecocssocs -3 }+2 +1 & 2,376 ] [ ¢ 3 < e ©
Peeififecscocscoocsscoscsscosesnese =12 =5 «13 7 3 +17 L] 5 87 261 191 | 252
Pobaceo productsr 0 [=5 -1 273 32,818 0 =2 152 13,440 7 1.6 | 67
How Englandleoscocsossesseseccososen | 411 |45 | +9 20 3,588 as | -2 8 276 58 | 57 | 59
Middle ALIABELCresesesroscosnerese | =2 | =@ | =3 & | wmns || -5 | -3 8 6606 || 715|761
Esst Horth Looeoosseso =1 |=5 +2 59 7,22 -2 +1 30 2,668 67 | 68 | 64
Hoot Forth Cenbralocccoscsecveanscs [} w5 - b 35 3,244 -7 S 21 912 61 67 63
Bouth AtlantiCeocessesscsseneconscs § ¢ 6 | =8 +1 15 1,593 -4 + 6 10 700 62 | 70} 5
Eaot South Centrtlocssscocscecssnsse | + 3 | =10 -2 8 614 +30 +7 3 263 Sh | B2 ) &5
Host South Contralesssescsccsconsns § =7 | <11 -7 24 1,944 9 +3 1 1,029 9% |53 MN
000000060000360000062000000 -5 o b -k 22 1,102 +8 + 2 16 507 -3 73 76
Paedfitosccssscoevesessscencoeniece +1 -2 -2 27 2,903 -1 -18 un k79 48 Ly 58
Hiseellancouss - -5 @1 13 25554 +1k + L 7 2,158 234 (209 | 220

Steck-eales ratios are

arte 0

Insufficient dats to show separately.

States cmpﬁoiug goograghic divigions:

Hot affiliated with voluntary or cooparative groups.

Hew England ~ (Cotm., ¥aine, Ho Hop Ro Is, Vo, Mass.)
Middle Atlantie = (He Jo, He Yoy Pao) ]
East North Central - (I11,, Ind., Mich., Chio, Wis.)
Woot Forth Central = (Iova, Kens., Minn., Ho., Hebras

Wo Dak., S. Dak.)

grLyré

Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Weeh.)

P tuges derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignmont
basiness) for an identieal group of firms.

Incindss roports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

South Atlantic = (Deli, DeCo, Flss, Gas, Mds, HeGop S:Co, Vao,

W
Fast South Central -
HWost South Central -

VYa,

ﬁlla., Kyo, Miss., Tenn,)
Arke, Lao, Olfla., Tex.)
Mountein - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont,, Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
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. !NTA ARE SHOMN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATICONS) -

FEERUARY 1948

TABIE 2. -~ WHOLESAIERS' ACCOUNTS HECEIVABIE: AND COLIECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Kind of btusinsss

Collection percentages 2

Accounts receivable
percent change

Fobruary 1948 sample

and o No. of Accounts
geographic diviaion Pebruary | Pebruary J oy Fob. 1948 | Pebs 1948 firmb receivable as of
1948 1947 19,8 ey rom 8 report~ | February 1, 1948
Febe 1947 | Jan. 194 “ing (add 000)
United States botalessseressnenncnancess 99 105 205 418 =3 2,438 382,808
Hew Eoglandssssesssencsssnsesss 82 87 06 +11 «10 182 18,438
Middle AtlantiCeesscscssssssses 205 115 12 +15 -4 528 69,7§2
East Rorth Centraleeccecss 107 111 10 +17 - 9 457 65,848 -
Weat North Centraleccieses 98 28 88 +18 + 6 265 56,979
South Atlanticececiecscecases 95 o2 101 +25 -1 309 40,611
East, South Central. 84 104 9 +28 -1 151 18,723
¥West South Central 108 m hh L) +18 ] 207 29,774
Mountaifsceascecscsonncsossecntovensan 109 118 ar +17 -3 14 11,548
PaCfiCescrcecersossoceoncncscensosncessnnace 97 102 , 108 12 -8 288 52,228
Automotive supplies: 84 ) 8% -2 -1 148 7,977
Middle AtlantiGescesscscocsoscsssccsssnaen 77 82 78 +5 -1 33 762
East North Central.. 102 102 88 -8 -9 41 1,502 .
West North Contraleseesecncsss 85 80 81 [+] ~12 28 2,510
South Atlanticeseess 80 82 87 » 8 -8 8 347
West South Central.. 72 78 " + 6 <11 6 456
sesssariacsrsne 83 85 B9 +11 -2 7 587
PACifiCeccerccnsasnnaricasrnnnessssacsnnne 74 80 78 -8 -1 15 1,530
Eloctrical group, total: 85 - 88 +52 =15 518 106,863
Full-line wholesalers: 84 88 84 235 16 358 93,745
Now Englandeescseveeccesoencinssscncnoncen 79 a7 82 +17 ~26 31 5,684
Middle AtlantiCesscecssccssssoscannvonoens 85 100 8s +58 ~14 53 18,358
East Horth Central.. 91 83 88 +30 «18 69 19,779
West Horth Centrales.. 80 81 80 +45 -11 &4 11,454
South AtlantiCecrsecseses 79 82 80 59 -13 57 13,803
East South Centralecseces 84 98 85 +53 ~13 20 4,877
West South Centralsesress 85 81 8t +58 =16 40 7,981
Hountaineceevsccacee 87 7% 84 +34 18 18 3,885
PacifiCeseserisncctonscsoctnvsarasecncrcan 85 85 86 +83 -18 39 18,474
Wiring supplies ;éoutmetion
materials distributorss 82 78 o1 +15 =1 92 6,112
HoW England.csseseesnsesensessasessncoanne 75 87 82 -8 -5 9 447
Middle AtlantiCesscascues 79 91 89 + 5 «18 18 g70
East Horth Contralececvecoss 87 95 26 +10 w1 20 90
South Atlantic.ccepccocecona 82 54 101 +23 + 5 17 1,969
7% B8 87 + 5 -1 6 321
a3 87 91 +20 -8 & 533
PacifiCecrercesrersnorecessccencsscnnseenes ki) :18 71 +10 +5 10 648
Appliances. and specialties
wholesalerss 302 112 110 +16 =18 87 7,008
New Englande.eceseccsesces 105 108 e o ~12 8 246
Middle Atlantics.. 100 126 108 +2 ~22 13 1,168
East North Centralecececccccsesssncsncanss 14 121 108 - #39 ~32 12 853
West North Contralecscscoccossscesccscrces 100 88 114 -5 +18 ] 1,107
South Atlanticessecssccsacerccecosorsoncas 127 138 137 *17 -11 13 1,269
PaCifiCiessecrcncctraccnscsernonecesssenes a8 108 o3 +26 -0 5 675
Furniture and house furnishings: 80 94 108 +19 +24 34 7,043
New England.ccesssscscenssoesonseonsenasse 7% a2 75 ~10 -25 4 634
Mddle At1antiCessssscsscsssncsces see 28 88 108 +11 + 8 10 1,654
West North Centralecessevccesesascecconnes 95 106 150 +43 +83 4 2,811
PACifi0ssescvocnnssncsccrscssessairncrosnss ” 80 75 +*42 +8 7 384
Hardware: "] 87 80 +15 + 3 1ne 39,917
Jiiddle AtlantiGesecseescssssoncsncacessons 84 87 87 +8 =11 24 5,810
East Horth Centralescccccsecsscsrcacssoess g1 84 28 +8 -1 1s 6,901
Weat Horth Centralecccsesccccccss 85 107 2 +18 + 7 17 8,139
Scuth AtlantiCecesvssocasasccnnoses 85 103 85 +34 + 7 18 4,575
East South Central.cseces roeas 88 95 91 +20 [} 8 2,365
West South Central... see 20 108 101 +14 +15 15 3,540
Pacificecscvcovaoas ssesencsascoones 87 95 8% +10 +5 214 7,847
Industrial suppliss: 80 87 88 + 5 [+] 60 8,173
Rew Englandee.cevocecscves 89 0 87 21 -2 7 as2
Middle Atlantic... 93 84 o5 11 -4 19 1,698
East North Centrale.. cssesevancenns 93 82 87 -7 0 9 811
Vest North Centralecsccessscssss . 98 81 87 +20 +5 7 574
Bonth Atlanticecsecvorcssnonss o 85 89 87 +30 -9 8 69%
Weat South Contralesescecesscrcocascossess 104 102 28 +16 -3 s 2,269
g 0.

(Continued on next page)
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TABIE 2. - WHOLESAIERS' ACCOUNTS BECEIVABIE AND COLLNCTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
FEBRUARY 1948

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS wHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCIOSUAE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
—aaae =T

Kind of business

Collection percentages?

Accounts receivable
percent change

February 1948 sample

and ) § No. of Accounts
geographic division . February February | Januvary Fe?;mlrtl%B Fel;;og.l%s fimms receivable as of
1948 1947 19,8 report- February 1, 1948
Feb. 1947 Jan, 1948 ing (add 006)
Jewelry: 60 6l 11 + 8 =43 115 $ 6,042
Middle AblantiC.veesvsnecorsacseansscnvane 66 63 81 +12 -35 30 1,203
Bast North Central.cece-veesescensnnsnoaes 59 70 76 +20 ~48 33 1,993
West North Central.uesveseescocessseessnns 67 72 83. +10 -48 10 785
MOUALAIN s v urs v ensnnrssacnraneneens 56 80 143 -25 -16 1 11
PaCifiCasserecisansrornssasronsnosscnsanas 53 55 72 -6 =50 29 1,68,
Lumber and bullding materials: 101 107 113 17 -4 53 6,518
Middle AblanticCicissessssovenessrecasconas 89 103 97 + 2 -17 11 1,486
East North Centrales..evssesccesssssssoces 108 116 116 42 -7 10 887
South AtlantiCessceocevrennoseivneosnnrane 105 130 187 +18 -~16 7 634
East South Central.eeesceeiveeeenrvorosscns 157 180 180 -5 +28 4L 117
MounbaiReueeeearonoersaseissesssnsaennnans 97 82 107 +15 + 8 N 1,179
PacifiC.eirerreanneerocnssussovrcisinsenss 98 95 106 +32 b 10 1,556
Machinery, eouipment, supplies (except
electrical): 75 77 8y +9 + 7 32 4,395
Middle At1antiCi...eseseeserenons 99 93 97 +6 +1 5 70L
East North Central.... csesrencevanes 79 68 96 =42 +3 8 458
South Atlantic........ ereevrenssersais 6l 8l . 69 +35 -1 L 161
PaCIfiCeansrncsonesntatsnssessesarnnnonsne 61 80 70 -5 +5 7 766
Metals: b 105 104 109 +21 17 19 3,77
New Englande.ssevenencss 90 88 69 -18 +5 3 32,
East North Central...... sssessanses 122 i1, 131 + .8 + 8 L 798
PaCifiCieeensoaesrosseressorasnsonnssonces 93 92 101 +11 +11 L 748
Optical goods: _g8 95 91 + 1 + 8 11 2.2
Paints and varnishes: 67 79 8L +15 +14 21 2386
East North Central..sessessecescocnoncsnss 67 76 8L +11 +15 7 643
South AtlantiC....eovess cevscearess 6l 86 75 +25 +11 | b 346
Plumbing and heating supplies: 8L 85 83 +15 -2 60 6,477
New England.cesssssesans creassseseces 8 8L 82 +19 ~13 5 225
Middle Atlantic...veves. eresesesenrsnn 75 85 78 +17 -1 1% 1,538
East North Centrales.ecenecesesesernnsonin 85 88 83 +21 -7 14 1,339
West North Central...eeveeveensescnconenss 77 80 80 +28 + 8 12 1,437
PacifiCeierecsonerasesasssocnncrcnrosmoree ki KN 80 ~12 -18 [ 1,032
Refrigeration ‘equipment, parts (commercial): Bl 8y 82 -5 + b 22 890 .
Middle ALLanbiC..eisvsconsserronsssnserens 8L 93 86 +3 +10 5 269 -
East North Central...... 98 89 86 +19 +1} 5 196
PacifiC.cereervrosarsseasnnrsnccssnsesrnaa 69 70 67 -26 ] 5 210
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies: 58 57 61 + b6 + 6 26 4,188
Middle AtlantiC.seeeesroeevossncicseonsnns 55 55 52 + 5 -2 8 472
East North Central.eeeecceeencesersonenees 57 5L 61 + 7 + 5 6 2,692
South Atlantic..eeseeseeroseisnrenrnsnseas 70 65 69 +3 +1 3 317
Beer: 215 229 225 +15 =15 14 165
Middle Ablantlc........................... 202 209 208 +29 =21 5 89
West North Central........ a38 265 273 =24 -13 A 13
Chemjicals, industrials 77 83 83 + L + 7 12 2,200
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes): 20 104 93 + 8 + 3 23 3,795
Middle At1anbiCeccecenesreansncscsnserssan 96 112 102 . +17 + 6 8 3,166
South Atlentic...eeceossss reeenese 61 ot -3 + 2 L 180
L T 81 79 -19 <14 6 163
Coal: 97 97 102 +45 +3 9 7,295
Confectionery: 130 151 136 +1, 0 23 622
East North Central...eeesiscassessnssreeas m2 U2 158 -2 +7 5 59
South ALLantic.ssecsesesvosonronnaiossonee 105 125 104 +10 -3 6 223
Dairy and poultry products: 129 177 7 +65 -3 21 4,316
Middle At1aNtiC.eessscvesssresenscorsosrns 107 " 160 128 +92 0 6 3,118
East North Central.cieeeserserassrassoress 181 2u, 183 +20 +2 7 165
Drugs and sundries (1liquor excluded): 101 104 106 +13 + 8 8l 15,587
Now Englandiceseessssercsonconsssenssacnce 102 105 104 41 +7 9 1,182
Middle AtlantiCe.eessssseesss . 89 93 93 7 +3 9 2,428
East North Central.eseccacse g6 102 100 +20 + 2 11 2,362
West North Central 112 118 115 +13 +11 8 1,607
South AtlantiC.euesses sescestnecanas 110 115 119 +14 +15 15 2,134
East South CQntral........................ 99 106 99 +21 +8 10 945
West South Central.iseesisessssssvsncnnes 97 99 99 +11 + 8- 12 3,111
Dry goods: 66 74 78 + 4 + 6 145 42,285
Now ENgLANdeessceessocosoeressoansrocnssse 7L 7 86 ~21 + 2 -7 611
Middle ALIantic....ecesresvssrcesncnancsns 75 86 87 0 + 4 40 5,650
East North Central. 73 83 a8 A +11 12 2,630
West North Central.. 57 58 66 -6 + 6 10 9,713
South AtlantiCeseecsvsessess T2 a2 83 +20 + 8 21 3,151
East South Central. 65 ¢ 76 75 +14 + 4 17 3,510
West South Central . 61 76 69 + 6 +2 13 2,029
75 83 93 +11 +17 4 619
PACLfiC,eersisererasencersronsosonasosenes ki &3 92 +7 +11 15 5,452
Farm supplies: 134 112 175 +5 +60 11 2,063

YLy

(Coﬁtinued on next page)
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TABIE 2. - WHOIESALERS' ACCOUNTS BECEIVABIE AND COLIECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

FEBRUARY 1948 -
(DATA ABE SHOWN BY GEOGRARHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSU;RI; OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Collection percentages & Accounts treﬁsivabls February 1948 sample
Kind of business peroons olanes
and Ho. of Accounts
geographic division February February | January Fa?;oi.?l.s Fel;;olfil@ firms receivable as of
1948 1947 1948 Foby 1947 | Jan. 1948 report— | February 1, 1948

* * ing {add 000}
Fresh fruits and vegetables: ' 170 168 192 v 9 -4 58 $1,585
New England..seseesscosssesnacosncsasence 169 176 184 +10 -15 8 137
UWiddle Atlanticess. eeereesserssans 181 164 187 + 6 + 4 12 360
East North Central. R rm 208 218 241 +10 ~R20 9 239
"West North Centralicesrsescevecersessesss 239 208 247 + 7 ~ 4 ] 178
Soubh Atlantic.. cresrecscacunasn 153 136 171 + 8 + 9 10 540
Pacificeversscscntasincresscnasecsssnnsns 150 118 130 +21 -8 4 164
Croceries, total: 145 158 162 + 9 + 7 454 50,750
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers:® 1851 164 168 e .6 252 22,042
New Englandeseeveseovsscoscciosaoascassas 112 111 105 ~14 -15 4 558
Middle AtlantiCessasecvessesccarnoossnccs 156 171 155 428 -9 16 | 1,788
Eazt North Centralesscscsccscsnsecane 164 180 185 0 + 2 32 2,243
West North Contraleccvesssescassvesee 125 162 142 +37 +16 37 4,088
South Atlanticssecsecsscaass sessssses 158 170 181 | +10 + 8 50 2,970
East South Central. 152 181 ie4 + 5 *3 27 1,832
West, South Centralee.. 178 178 204 -3 +14 81 4,812
Yountainesoeesesvocnressses 125 151 148 -8 + 7 16 1,497
PacifiCeescescsasnsanaseascnscnoncsnacsnns 148 157 154 -5 + 2 9 2,509
Voluntaery-group wholesalers: 145 161 188 +12 + 113 18,183
New Englandsssesevceorsasoscncscnassnnnon -105 108 118 +2 -9 9 1,971
Middle AtlantiCsssecesssrcoscosssencnoran 129 140 151 i +18 +18 27 5,270
East North Centraleccsccctsosarovscsnsses 208 228 R45 + 6 10 26 1,884
West North Centraleecsccessssivecsncocene 137 168 147 +26 +22 3 3,653
South Atlantic.. secsisvesstasesosnsran 176 09 209 +R25 +18 8 . 504
Hountainiee easassconorssorasrooessoccannn 184 185 190 -3 -1 1 718
PacifiCiveciorecernnsessncsrsaanssnsnnsnn 170 171 177 . 4] -5 8 1,704
Retailer-cooperative warehouses: 208 236 266 +31 +22 17 3,049
Uiddle Atlanticseececsorsroveceooscssonse 187 208 238 +40 +10 5 769
‘West North Centralisecisssesssoncenevncas 248 250 282 + 1 +16 5 646
Specialty lines wholesalers: 113 122 120 8] + 3 72 9,476
New Englandsssvscssccccssascsnens 145 101 | 184 +21 + 8 8 164
Middle Atlanticesceescesaacane . a2 114 128 16 +* 6 16 2,542
East North Central.. o 176 165 168 + 6 -1 9 286
South Atlanticessas . 138 148 135 +17 I 13 268
West South Central. 29 124 113 +17 + 4 5 148
PaCifiCeosessroransvoanes 104 119 110 +7 +3 16 5,066
Leather and shoe findings: 57 72 82 + 4 -1 19 5685
Hiddle AtlantiCeesesesesrsesosssccnscnsscns 38 58 71 + 3 -7 5 38
East North Centralesscesecossssssevaccers 58 80 61 +B1 o 4 TR
Meats and meat productss 247 254 286 +25 -3 40 6,865

MAdd1e ALIANGAG. +secercoraonencaransornse 220 213 251 +22 +5 1 1,888 )

Eaat North Centralssee.s 285 8L 326 +29 ~14 13 2,403
South AtlanticCeecssoesivoes 242 239 274 -21 -29 4 359
Paper and its products: 86 97 96 + 9 + 1 57 8,527
Middle Atlanticesceesss 22 a7 94 0 -2 i . 1s 2,126
East North Central.... 104 100 97 +9 + 1 20 4,271
South Atlanticeceseecesocorsossasenssscee 84 107 e8 +38 +13 3 673
Petroleum: i 111 113 122 . +42 + 6 23 856
Shoes ‘and other footwear: 70 73 85 +15 +28 25 16,608
Tobacco products: 174 188 181 +1). -5 | 181 11,882
NOW Englend.sessosecnsscesossrconsannnnan 162 174 170 +12 0 15 1,110
Middle Atlanticeecse.s 212 239 227 +11 -2 51 4,095
East North Centralessec.s . 166 171 168 +15 -8 55 2,697
West North Central.. 187 158 166 * 3 -10 15 632
148 160 187 +10 -3 10 651
182 133 148 .+ 2 =15 8 215
185 181 177 +12 -8 15 364
134 158 139 +14 + 1 16 867
128 144 138 + 7 -9 R2 1,758
Wscellansous: 91 o8 95 v 8 .4 1 2,700

a Collection percentages are obtained by dividing the collections by eccounts receivable for an identical group of firms.
b Not affiliated with voluntery or cooperative groups.
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REPORT* ‘

SALES, INVENTQRIES, AND CREDITS
FOR RELEASE UNITED STATES SUMMARY.~ GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS -

APRIL 30, 1948 MARCH 1948

Data contained herein were compiled from confidential reports = submitted to the Bureau of
the Census by 2,954 merchant (service and limited-function) wholesalers representing all parts of
the country and various lines of trade, ;

After recording modest increases of 9 percent in January and 5 percent in February over
the corresponding months of last year, dollar salss of merchant wholesalers were up 13 percent in
March of this year over March 1947. Seasonslly, sales were up 16 percent in March over February of
this years For the first quarter of 1948 they were up 9 percent over the first quarter of 1947. Tt
might be interesting to note in this connection that March sales of independent retail stores were
up 9 percent over March 1947, and that for the first quarter of 1948 they were up 8 percent,

Of the 37 trades for which data are shown separately in the accompsnying tables, all but
two (ocoal and shoes) recorded seasonal gains over February of this year, and all but four showsd
gains over March of last year. Wholesale trades showing sales gains of 20 percent or more over

March of last year included electrical goods, furniture, metals, refrigeration equipment, coal, and
petroleum.

March 31 inventories, valued at cost, of 1,926 of the 2,95l wholesalers were up 17 percent
over March 31 of last year and up by 3 percent over the end of Pebruary of this year. ~All but five
lines of merchandise reported incresses over March of last year, ‘with increases ranging up to 25
percent or more in the electrical group, lumber, machinery, plumbing and heating, farm supplies,
paper, petroleum, and shoess Changes in inventories during February were mixed, with 11 of the 37

trades reporting minor decreases; four, no change; and the remainder recording increases ranging
N from 3 to 11 percent.” :

Beginning-of-March accounts receivables were up 15 percent from a year earlier, slightly
more percentage-wise than the 13 percent increass in sales, thus continuing a  trend that has been
apparent for some time, In gensral, collsctions have been slowing up, the average collection period
having increased 5 to 10 days since the close of the war. The collection index (collections during
the month divided by accounts receivable at the beginning of the month) dropped from 126 recorded in
both March 1945 and 1946 to 110 in 1947 =snd to 107 in 1948, : _ '

N TRENDS IN SALES—SEVEN TRADES

Percent
0’"’"9'; ELECTRICAL GOODS

j DRY G00DS

DRUGS
/ HARDWARE T({iACCO PRODUCTS

GROCERIES
\

MARCH 1948 COMPARED WITH
MARCH 1947

* Conducted jointly by the Nationél Association of Credit Men and the Bureau of the Census. Data ara
not adjusted for number of days in the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.
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Poge 2 TABIE 1. - VHOLESAIERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND Gmmmmc mvxsmm

HARCH 1948 .
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFAIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSTELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF TNDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS) . !
- Salea Inventory, end=~pf-month (at cost) " Stockes 81”;
Porcent change - March 1948 sample || Parcent changs | Merch 1948 sample i! ratios
Eind of business Y = 3 ms - " 1
and o To m8e , re | Mar, -
geographic diviston 1948 | 1918 | o8 | Ngp of | FeROTEd | 1948 | 1948 | Moy of | Heported ( var, | Mor | Fob,
: Irom | from | from {-ooort. | ssles from | from | corort~ | values || 2948|1947 |19se
7 Mar. | Pebe |3 mos, ing (add 000) || Hars Peb ing {add 000y ||
1947 11948 194 1957 | 3948 e
United States totelessecsessscess | 413 | 416 | 29 | 2,956 | 8537,479 A7 | +3 | 3,92 | ¢s530007 I w2 13e]| 160

New Englandeseseserseensasssassanasaas | 416 | 420 | o6 18, 24,414, 425 | 45 32| oavees oa | ass | ags

Middle AtlentiCescsscscossscseccasenos #11 +16 +7 87 96,137 212 + b 355 1. 69,16 sl 1813

East North Central..ecescesssvossaissse +12 +11, 410 562 96,201, +15 +2 3T - 98,419 131] 129 | 145

West North Contralesecesessecssescssss | +9 1 414 | 29 | . 287 65,003 +20 +3 26 83,048 164|151 | 180

South AtlantiCesesesecscssosccossssass 413 | -+18 + 9 393 53,773 +27 +3 258 52,665 [ 1307|119 ] 150

East South Centralescessscoscsssssncces +11 | +20 +6 168 25,710 +16 +1 106 25,613 121139 | 169

West South Centralecssecsssoaasessssss +14 +17 +11 257 h6,918 +19 +3 179 | 56,151 || 1541 153 176

Mountaineeedssscssossecosassssecscssse +12 +20 + 9 142 19,680 +14 + b 104k 24,875 <165 | 161 | 187

P2cifiCascosneesscncessosacsauncossnes +15 +21 + 8 315 63,951 +12 + 5 201, 78,261 165 173 ] 192

Automotive suppliefescersosccavacessns * 5 415 -3 195 13,709 + 8 - 113 11,'158 2401 201 | 261
Middle At1antiCesoeeseesssesearneess | #2 | 410 | =5 9 980 W22 | 42 29 1,72 || 2n 295 280
Eagt North Centraliessescsosesrsosios -3 E -k 38 1,837 +3 - 2 29 2,965 191 | 18, | 204
West North Centraleeecsssevecseseses -7 -2 -7 13 1,510 +12 a1 8 808 2571 207 216
South AtlantiCessonsseseccscessscees | =1 | 420 -1 13 3 I +2 -1 8 664 176} 181t 228
Westl South Centralescecscesssssanses =15 +29 - 5 9 g 14 - 3 7 792 2071 152 ] 278
Hountainesosocesoesssssvossrresceans =61 &+ -3 11 631 [ c e e el 81 e
PacifiCsseeescocsssnciosrasseassssas’ 16 + 6 ~18 .1;6 ."?.,601 +6 -1 23 3,783 304 | 226 | 343

Electrical group, tot8leseccecossesves 227 | +19 +22 540 113,997 +35 +7 168 133,905 125 18l 139

Full-line wholesalersesecoocessassoee +30 +19 +25 359 97,268 +3é + 6 349 118,934 1251 18| 140
Hew Englandeeoscescescacessssesssess #18 | 436 +7 k1 § 52456 +59 +12 % ‘3L 8,051 18] 1ol 1m
Middle AtlantiCesscecsssssosnssonsse +23 +23 #19 57 14, 7h8 +43 + 4 53 16,954 - 1211 105 | 145
East North Centralicescecccscoss 2L | 412 +20 s 23,223 +28 + 5 &9 26, Th; 117§ 113 126
West North Central. +30 +9 +35 32 9,789 47 +11 32 11,730 120} 1061 117
South Atlanticesess +30 | +25 +25 . 58 13,773 34 +7 56 | 15,751 Nof 151 40
East South Central.. *42 +15 +36 |- 16 3,823 34 12 15 by 665 126§ 135 129
West South Centrel, +41 | +18 EYAN h2 9,516 438 +7 L2 13,099 171 19| 129

scsssaso +34 +21 +36 16 3,390 +62 +9 15 5,045 151 | 125 ] 168
PaCAifiCessssccverssesssancesiaseecse | +4L | 427 | 428 36 13,550 +33 | e a4 .36 | 18,905 || o] we| 1n

Wiring supplies, construction N 2 ' : ) I

materials distributor8esscscessisesce +12 | #12 + 5 107 6,185 415 + 3 - 70 5,535 16) 1141 126
. esas000esess +5 | 16 -6 11 506 [ L [ e . e [ e

cesonces -l +9 -8 1, 29 981 +9 + b 18 31,131 150 |- 126 | 155

East North Cantral.................. +15 | a2 42 28 1,351 +12 + 1 23 | 1,79 148 154 | 165

West North Centralssseescssssssscces -l +6 +14 6 372 e e e’ e e e [
South Atlanticsessssscessescocsscnse +22 +11 +14 13 1,853 +2A +3 10 1,240 72 T4 78
East South Centralessesosssassesssce | +66 | 36 +49 5 349 1k + b 5 255 73] 106] 95
Wedt South Centralesseseosassosssocs 23 425 +16 I 177 e [ e - [ e [ [
Mounbainesoessesssscscssssocsoscnsce +22 +13 416 5 241 ] e [ e [ e ¢
PacifiCoecosasesssvsssconesescassons wl2 + 6 -7 [ 355 17 ] + 6 5 572 1661 124 | 168

Appliances and specialties ) :

WholesalerBesoscssecesssvsncasannsese +12 +22 +9 T 10, 544 +20 +11 - 49 9,436l 123] 1221 133
How Englandscecoesssoescoscasncasnse | 424 | 432 | 413 5 551 +45 | -2 5 326 | sTL a9 96

" Middle AtlantiSesssssescosaccsssssse 24 +24, +3 17 2,563 e ¢ [] o e ] &

" East North Centreleccscsssssssscesce | + 6 | 412 +15 17 1,860 +b4 +11 8 1,112 1357 83} 1@
West North Centralescsesessccesssoce -3 +9 + 8 7 1,416 =10 +2 6 . 2,048 152 60| 134
South AtlantiCeesesscscscssssssossss +1 +28 + 5 10 1,574 +61 +16 9 1,496 né 951 138
East South Centrelsccessssuscscscess bl | +55 +13 5 765 48 0 5 ™ 101f 984 157
West South Contralessssssessscsssees | =1 | +23 -2 4 906 ¢ [ [ e ‘g e s
Mountainesssoeesosassscessscosvsncco +33 +13 +37 5 375 +111 +27 b 388 160 1051 135
PacifiCacecsosscassccssossosescvonce +31 *22 + 8 I 534 +28 +15 L 73 135 138 | 143

Furniture and house furnishings.eessss | ¢33 | #13 | 418 R 9,170 49 | +6 23 6,732 92| 209} 103
Middle AtlantiCecsccssseassosescooss | +hh | 426 + n - 2,023 e e ' e s e e
East North Centraleecsssscescscoscns 29 | 417 +16 I 986 c ¢ [ € © [ e
South AtlantiCesoesessssscsosssossoss 21 -7 22 5 Thly e ¢ [ e ] [ ]
Mounteineeesecasscsseosnssossosscscs +20 + 4 +11 L 395 c [ L3 e [ e e
Pacificocecvoscasorcssvcossosscsosae *42 =16 +15 7 285 +29 35 b v225 167} 205 1mr

HANWAT® senssossossssssroasasssssssen | + 8 | 420 | 57 125 49,083 +23 | s 90 @ae0 0 20 16| 298
Middle AtlantiCosssesvsonsssescoscce 1y %22 | 10 23 65614 - +28 + 8 15 Toh8T 180 | 172 200
East North Centralccseesssccvscceses + 5 + B + 6 .15 171 a5 +«3 13 15,793 199 ) 181 | 204
West North ContrBlesesssecscssssescn o | s h 17 10,976 ° +28 +3 17 22,301, 2031 159 | 239
South AtlantiCesscoseesescscsovonsos | +17 | 423 a1 18 2,585 +52 +1 14 4,353 202] 166.1 257
East South Centraleseccssessocss 1 +8 | +22 +10 12 by 20y +18 =1 5 3,087 1531 1451 201
West South Centralessssscsscoes +9 +15 + 7 17 5,231 #21 + 4 n 7,760 234 A7) 25
PacifiCoescsecossscsososnsassssisoe | «10 | 424 + 4 13 | 8,626 +18 + 6 10 18,359 260| 234 297

#r¥de
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TABIE 1., -~ WHOLESALERS' SALES AND

INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGGRAPHIC DIVISION Pago 3
MARCH 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GECGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE FOSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF TNDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sal '
’ eg - Inventory, end-of=month (at cost) Stock-oales®
Kind of business Percent change March 1948 sample |l Percent change | March 1948 sample ratios
and Mar, | Mar, { 3 mos. Mar. |. Mar.
geographic division 1948 | 1948 | “19u8 | Noo of Heport.ed’ 1548 | 1948 | No» of | Reported
from | from from firme dollar from Prom firms dollar Mar, | Mar, | Feb,
Mer, | Feb, | 3 mos, | Teport= | sales Mar, | Fep, | ¥eport- | values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
1967 | 1948 | 3ou7b | e | (add000) | 55 | 194 | ing | (add 000)

Industrial supplioBsecsccsscssscosnsess +11, +16 %+ 5 60 49,704 +22 @ b 38 $12,730 2101 147] 252
Middle AtlantiCeoesecoeesscsescsnscce +12 +16 -2 a 2,055 + 7 -1 13 1,797 21 150 ] 174
East North Centraleccessescecasssnsoo +11 +27 + 3 7 950 »27 +3 I 340 232 | 14T | 249
West North Contraleeccscosssssecssose +2] =4 +20 6 530 ¢ c 3 ¢ [ [ [
South AtlantiCescesescscoscassscescns | +14 | 432 +12 6 692 439 +5 I3 960 166 | 134 ] 205
Wast South Centralessesecosssssssssese 023 013 +10 6 3,876 +33 + 5 5 6,594 233 213 290
PacifiCieesosssecnossscescssscosncnce + 71 49 -8 [ © 595 -9 -k & 708 196 231] 238

JOUBLITeeevassnesnoncsocssancnanconnses | #15 | +3| 435 16 5,472 + 1 +5 68 6,350 || 222 21| 269
Middle AtlantiCesesessssscosssacssces | +15 | 14 414 3% 902 paal =6 13 1,196 246 | 329 | 296
East North Centralesesssccscocssoscos +8 +34 + 4, 2 2,01 +10 + 3 18 2,110 196 | 193] 258
Weat North Centralesssescsscesessacre | #20 | 436 +5 14 £09 + 7 +11 $ 905 225 | 24,8 306
South AtlantiCecsecssceacsscnsassoncoss + 4 +20 -8 T 300 1 ° e [ 1 e ¢
Hest South Central. soomvsece +28 +23 +1 1S 177 c [ [ e c e c
PocifiCoenessecosesssossesccescsassce +18 17 + 5 32 75 0 ) +29 17 1,080 2981 3194 2M

Lumber and building materialseceessecess +19 +17 417 55 6,889 +48 +3 27 3,114 113] 951 125
Middle AtlantiCesscessscsscovsercescs | #1351} 428 -2 T12 941, ¢ ¢ o e e ¢ e
East North Centraleesccscssssessoscse +13 +15 17 11 1,165 496 +15 7 809 m 72] 122
Hest North Contralacscsccnrcessssscose +*2 -5 +28 5 500 c [ ] e ] c e
South AtlantiCeesecccosssscscosascsss | 429 | 40 +19 8 1,023 [ [ e e c e e
Fast South Centralecesercecccccsvcocae +1 +55 -8 A 790 e [ ‘e [ c e ]
PacifiCecssssocesssovevascoscssscscse +28 -2 +33° 10 1,685 238 -2 8 1,299 1| 108| 127

HMachinery, equipment, supplies

(except electrical)sscsscsoscssasacesee | # 7} 411 +11 5 5,925 +26 + 3 27 7,598 1601 1371 166
Middle AtlantiCeeoessessccesossvosoca |- 411 +10 +11 A 683 [ e c ¢ [ e [

1] -5 -b 8 514, +16 +.8 6 652 132 12§ 116
+12 +18 + 8 é 327 +7 +1 & 27 200} 185§ 242
+Lh +20 +4,8 & 2,091 ] c ] c e c: c
<17 +15 ~18 8 857 +2} + 3 5 1,157 2711 168 268

MetalBceosesesoserssccsssnssennscacrens +20 +17 +8 15 2,631 +9 -1 11 2389 132 150 161

<
East North Centrfliceessssssscseseses | 18| 222 +8 I 1,146 c e c c c c e

Optical goodBseessessscsnsersoccansvocs +17 +33 -3 221 c [ [ c c [ ¢
Middle AtlantiCecsesesssvessssccancon +22 +38 +1 4 160 c [ ] ¢ e ° [

Paints and varnishesscecssscsccscsssece -3 420 +10 23 1,445 +2h + 3 1 . 1,002 121 121} 150
Middle AtlantiCe.esssoecscccansonsocs +1 +#0 ] 15 [ 9y ¢ [ e ¢ e e [
East North Centraleessiscsceses .o -5 422 -9 7 602 [ c [ ] c ° c
South AtlantiCesssssceensssscerssssco +36 +2L 41k 3 pIER #2L -6 4 ?23 1041 17 133

Plnmhing and heating supplieSsecscssssce +15 +15 +10 59 54200 +27 +6 k13 4,178 176 | 150 169
New England..'........................ 429 +23 *27 [} 283 [ e e e ] c c
Middle AtlantiCesescesscscossorecssso +18 +2h + 4 7 1,258 +18 11 [3 428 186 | 200] 173
East North Centraleescescsssocaveecne +6 +9 +10 16 1,248 14 + 2 1 2,102 191 ] 172 198
West North Cenbtralescessveirenccenras +1 +19 9 6 524 [ e e ¢ e e e
Pacifi0cseocecesncsvsesscenccossssnce +2. ] +29 +h A . 1,056 c [ [ © [} e e

Refrigeration equipment, parts )

(commercial)eessesssescocsscesscossoses 420 | 422 =2 20 1,209 +21 +3 13 1,533 1661 1691 185

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies. | +l4 | 12| 410 26 2,88 || . +3 20 2,757 Il 206 108| 117
Middle AtlantiCeesecescescsccecscocos -3 +12 o’ 8 332 +17 + 2 ] 403 1991 1601 216
East North Centraleescssscsscssescnce +20| 3 +15 7 1,893 + 8 +5 é 1,551 &l 91| &
West South Centrélecesccsccssseosssse +13 +3 + 8 L 255 ¢ ¢ [ e ] [ [

. \ .

BOBrecoecscvaresveencosssccovonsconssnse +13 +23 + b hl 1,517 424 0 28 &08 28 5l 72
Middle Atlanticesss soosesess +11 +17 +11 9 282 25 +2 i 100 36 32 n
East North Contralecessssossesscesces | +19 | 426 + 8 1 504 -6 + b 6 118 K 577 55
West North Centralececsscocoscscsncss 4 9 #38 -1) 5 72 4'90 - 7 ‘t 38 76 38 105
South AtlantiCesssscessiseccsovssssas | & 81 431 s+ 2 5 323 +58 + b [ 177 70| 46} 86
East South Centraleecsscoscssssoscoce +36 46 +9 4 57 ) ¢ e e ¢ e ¢
PacifiCeeccocosooscscsacsvcossssssaca +15 +19 +5 [ 220 L] e ¢ [} 8 c e

Chemicals, Industrialcaceccecsssssarcon -9 + 6 -6 12 1,358 =11 +9 7 940 12| 102| 169

“$ ¥ §e
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Page 4

TABIE 1. - WHOIESAIERS® SAIES AND

INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGBAPHIC DIVISION

MARCH 1948

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFMIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)

{Contimmed on next page)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stook-sales®
Percent changes March 1948 sample || Percent changs | March 1948 sample ratios
Kind of business = Hn 3 o - =
and T To mos, re r.
geographic division i@ | 2968 | Ttue | V30 | PR | amee | oamks | VG 2f | BT N e, | s, | b,
é:m from | from | yororte | sales from report- | values 19u8| 1947 | 1948
Mare | Febe | 3 mos, ing (add 000) Mare Fobse in (add 000)
- 1947 | 1938 | "1 : 1947 | 19u8 & i

Clothing and furnishings .

(oxcept BhOBB)esosssvsssssoncsorenesses 18 | +23 +3 3 $4,753 +19 '] 15 $1,390 14) 124] 168
Middle AtlantiCecsecessescoosssccosne +18 <7 + 7 n 3,823 ] [ s ¢ e ¢ e
East North Central. +hl +9 -18 é 187 e [ ¢ e [ e e
PacifiCososasccssscs ] +9 26 5 133 e c [ [ c © e

Coalisarsaossasanssssosnsrnncansnsncnen | 3L | =6 | 437 9 by kO 27| -5 b 62 55| 79l 1

Contectioneryeesoasesosacecscosssacsses | #13 | +15 + 6 18 2,194 415 -2 2 935 8y 76| 96
Middle Atlantice.. 24| | #2 6 399 ¢ '3 c e e e e
East North Central +26 +20 +12 7 3254 e e ] e ] c c
West North Central +9 +18 + 7 L 281, +2 -l 5 157 55 59 68
South Atlanticesese «1f +7 -4 13 51 +13 -6 7 365 92| 83] 199
East South Central. +22 +31 +9 9 439 ¢ L3 [} [ el e c
West South Contraleeessceecsssscoorve +10 +3 -5 L 150 e [ c ] [} ¢ [

Dairy and poultry productBecsseccecoces +6 +1), +9 30° 4,367 =17 +10 18 912 30 4] 32
Middle AtlantiCessscsscosscsscoosssoe | =61 +9 a3 6 as c e c [ e ¢ e
East North Centralocsecscoscsevssescee | +24 | 415 1, 1, 1,293 -16 -7 8 136 20f 27| 25

Drugs and sundriss (liquor exeluded)s.. 10 +17 + 7 165 43,70 + 4 +3 126 58,047 173| 181} 198
New Englandeccsscessososoessssonssoss *22 22 +10 9 2,036/ +13 + 5 8 2,724 161 1| 187
Middle Atlanti€ecssccsocsconcsocesans 412 +21, ] 2 7,358 + 6 + 6 15 7539 157§ 161| 160
East Horth Centralescccsesecosssvcssss | +11 | 415 +9 750 +6 + 4 16 6,994 |l - 153] 156 169
West North Centralescecssssenscccosso + 5 +12 + b 18 4,948 413 +1 17 75449 1721 16L] 189
SGouth Atlantitesesscssrcsovsocssccsce + 8] A +8 27 4,855 + 8 =3 18 55975 1941 194 225
East South Centralsccesccecanssccssns +«7 +18 + 6 17 3,419 +10 +1 13 5,065 180¢ 175 24
West South Centrelsscecesescsscsessase + b +10 + B 21 S5:hTh + 2 2 15. 7,723 194 193} 21
Mountainecsessssocvscsccnsssnncesscse +13 13 +12 1 2,048 + b + 4 9 3,626 183 196] 199
Pacificesccsavessscencocassaassoasccn +15 +29 +5 7 6,191 -7 +5 15 11,09 1731 214) 242

DIy go0d8ssscorsescsecscsnnscosncsosnce 12 +21 * b 169 46,500 +16 +9 115 54,837 200f 190] 222

. Hew England,ccececosaansssossescansos +17 +32 =15 7 a3 +25 0 7 1,135 140 13| 183
Middle AtlantiCosscessscssssossscsuce +13 +16 + 8 43 6,861 + 4 +5 25 7,391 181 188| 204
East North Contralecesscsssceccscocosn +9 + 6 -2 2,148 +36 +11 1 3,535 1741 1370 164
West North Centrelesccessccssssacescs - bl 419 - 3 12 2,515 +7 411 32 6,688 266] 239; 285

esevsesscane +9 +14 + 5 29 4,18 +23 +7 20 1.6 216] 201 232

oeesssecssss | +11 417 -9 17 2,188 a7 +3 pad 3,051 193 171| a5

scesccsoccae + 4 +32 «.5 12 1, + 2 + b 9 2,025 380| 1871 233
Mountaifesescossesscscooccovscscsoeso §| + 2 [ 42 -1 8 696 +11 5 & 1,295 237 27| 209
PocifiCscocecssocavacsosacnsnsceseoss +31 +22 1k 17 1,600 c c [} [ ] e e

Farm supplieseccecsscssscssscecccascnse + 6 +37 + 6 U 6,170 235 12 7 1,148 92 804} 128
East Horth Oenbrolosesseessesavessces | +16] 216 | 426 I 162 c 8 ¢ e sl el o

Fresh fruits and vogotableBSesesscsscees | + 9| 418 -1 72 5,358 -8 -4 73 1,031 29 3] 35
New Englandecsscccsccsssesovesssseass + 8| A +3 8 k43 432 +14 [ 33 1) 1w ou
Middle AtlantiCeccsssesescssvcascoscss 210 +22 +3 16 1,272 +3 +3 190 80 13 17 16
East North Conbralssesscesscsasssersa 4 2 +13 o 14 863 -5 +5 10 276 £ 43 W
Wast Horth Centralocscscessssocssssssce « 5 +21 + 7 5 375 e c e ¢ e © e
South Atlanti€ossvescoscsosasesossace = +12 -2 13 713 +9 +3 ? 18 2 20 23
East South Centralesssescessvsosvossse 22 +12, 415 5 335 ¢ [ e ) CB [} [}
PaclfiCssossouscosicscosossocassnvone +24 +18 + 8 ¥ 1,173 =25 <13 5 350 36 59 59

Grocerias, £0taleceocsscscosannsasesess | ¢3| 416 | +2 | 570 "Gl h2y 0] =1 93,294 || 153] 159 178

. Non-affiliated full-line
nolesalsrs %cccsoconsansesecssananse ¢ 2} 419 + 2 310 51,322 - 2 R 19 Wiy 737 1597 169 191
Hew Englandeececcoscassoscssccacsaces | & 1] 420 -9 é 951 e 'y e e e e @
Middle AtlantiGecosccosecacascosesoos + 5 +11 + 7 2 1,982 + 8 ] & 1,335 1381 3| 15,
East North Centralesccecsccscessovsse =l +18 w3 3 by 532 - b - b 24 5,519 200] 8| 242
West Horth Centralescsessceccssscsass | 4 7| L8 + 8 43 5,681 »51 =3 30 9,583 a2 223 256
South AtlantiGesesscssoscsasseccscses | + 1| 417 ) 64 6,968 +9 +1 1 §,382 135| 1261 157
Bast South Centralecescssescscocsscsa 0] «a =3 32 3,720 -9 b @ 3,655 1321 144] 167
Wost South Centraloscesesssscossecose +1 <17 +10 12,347 + 5 - 2 5 . 1,552 125| 1261 150
Mountaineccccoeconosocosssscsrscassss + 1 +27 - 7 18 2,h5L =1k +1 15 I 226} 262] 286
PaclfiCoecsoosconscsosuseosnsacavcnsn o] +28 w 5 8 2,687 [ [ 1 [ e ¢ [
Voluntary«group wholesalorsseecescscso + 3 +12 ] 1.8 32,69 + 2 -2 109 34,901 162] 162| 184
New Englandcosescocsssosassoossvooses | +10 | 423 + 6 10 1,525 +5 + 4 - § 1,207 135| 18| 151
Middle AtlantiCecessssosescsscoscasen | + 3| 1412 +2 35 8,785 =14 ] 17 3,312 | 14T| 12| 163
Bast North Centralecosssessaoccscsacse + 7 +16 + 2 128 10,26 -4 -6 36 10,425 1401 157| 17
Wost North Centralesesseseessssressce | =8 0| =17 26 5,172 +16 ) 2 11,197 §| 223 176 220
South Atlenticeseccssscecsescsscecocs | +-6 | 19 + 2 10 1,560 5 -5 é 1,102 138 137] 175
Hountalnoosessassvsssacessssssacassos el +28 -6 12 1,659 416 -l 12 2,709 163 3] az
PadifiCescososorconancossescasssoonse | ¢8| 10| &3 8 3,691 ~6] +1 7 3,463 | 136 158} 151
42 ¥F6 .




TABIE 1, - WHOLESALERS® SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Page 5
MARCH 1248
(DATA ARE SHOWM BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISICNS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Salea Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Pe: 1A b
Kind of business - rc;r:r chax;go March 1948 sampls Porcont change March 1948 sample ratios
and Te . mos. Hars Hars
No. of |Reported Nos of | Reported
geographic division ]le.ﬁ }Z;ﬁ: 19"8 Lirms dollar }2&: ]gﬂl‘: firms dollar Mar, | Mar, | Feb,
Mar. | Feb, report~ | sales Mar. | Feb, | ToPorte | values I} 1948|1947 | 1948
1947 | 2948 19:.75 (24 000) | 1947 {248 | ine | (add 00O)
Retailer-cooperative warehouses.sessso 19 | +16 416 2 $8,432 +14 w1 12 §6,718 8| 1531 172
Middle At1antiCecssesseerasarencssene| 426 | 18| 422 7 1,970 e ¢ e e e ] e e
West North Centraleeesssescosoveccsce +11 | 4k +7 5 1,873 [} [ [ c c c c
Specislty lines Hholeaalers...uu.... =1 +24 -2 91 11,976 11, + 6 L8 7,338 1041 116 113
New Englandescecssescesesevacosoncace +6 | 413 +5 7 348 w21 ~12 L 115 ny 57 55
Middle AtlantiCesesscsscscossesscesse -8 +22 -7 23 3,622 =17 + 2 12 2,173 130 154 142
East North Centralevesscecovosecevass -5 +11 +1 10 530 14 -3 Iy 123 86 92 78
South At1antiCecesvecosssncsssccosose -5 + 3 +2 2 1,498 +20 + 1 9 1,239 | 1 861 108
East South Centralecsecsssssocseacaces +1 + 4 -2 & 390 c e c c e [ c-
Viest South Centralecessssscosncoe + 4 +31 -6 5 369 e c [ [ [ [ [
PacifiCoescercosocssconcoscsscosnason + 4 | +29 0 17 4y 877 ~15 +16 12 3,088 99 115} 108
“Lesther and 6hoo £iNdingSeececsovsesees] <14 | 228 | 14 33 555 +5 0 15 1,150 || 388| 1| 453
"Bast North Contrelescessescessesscscs]| =1 | 439 | =8 7 9 e ¢ e o e} e ¢
West Horth Centraleecsssecoscascvcssse «10 +29 =10 ' 3% e ¢ e [ < c ]
PacifiCoasescscvecccoesvrssonvseonsscs =21 +11 =20 é 270 + 2 ol IS 585 506} 291] 393
Meats and meat ProductSececesecccessoos +15 +18 +17 k2 18,974 +22 w6 35 11,029 69 65 87
Middle Atlanticeessoscsssescencerseas]| 1L | =3 | 423 1. 5,330 +5 | =5 1 2,326 5k 56| 55
East North Centralesecscsscossaseases 410 | 426 +20 13 6,168 +30 - n 4,608 82| 70| 10
“South Atlanticesesasssesessoacscsusss + 6 7 +1 5 1,327 e [ e e [ c ]
East South Centraleesvesscece esoe 419 | 37 +11 s 1,676 e ° 3 e [ c 13
Paper and it6 productBececescenvesssess] +6 | + 6 +5 &6 8,680 |l 436 +3 33 5,152 1371 103 149
New scevssscetecsseese +8 +20 -2 b 295 . e c e ] c c
Middle Atlanticescce s0sscesostsce -6 + 6 -k 22 2,386 +59 =1 13 1,333 110 62 11
East North Centralescecsecsescssescse| +11 | +2 +7 18 4,019 +35 +11 7 1,416 13| 9| 13
West North Centraleceeesscoescacacscs +3 + 8 + 7 5 a3 [ [ ¢’ ¢ [ [ L]
South AtlantiCesesecesssssscessacsoes| + 8 | 411 11 9 187 c c ¢ ¢ c c
POLTOLOMm s sseeeasensaesersnanoncronnns | 436 | 414 | 433 7 53 || e28 | -7 5 || 73] 79| e
Shoes end other £ootWeSTssessscsscsscse | #15 0 417 30 27,493 +36 19 9,384 68l 57| 65
New Englandecocssecsscossscosscsscoss +10 +19 -l b 640 [ e [ ¢ e .l e
Middle AtlanticC.escsscessceacsssvsscn -5 ] 2 -5 7 1,072 e [ [ e e c c
South AtlantiCeecssscsssocoecsssscsce #15 | +15 + 6 A 2,739 e e c e e [ c
PacifiCocecoscscscsceoscncosascconaan -3 *14 -9 7 421 e (-] ] ¢ c ] c
Tobaceo productBcecososscssesssssscsncas + 81 14 + 2 251 36,316 + 2 + 3 126 12,398 62] 65 68
New Englandiceccosnsosssscsesesacos oo 46 | 411 411 18 3,919 +15 -l 5 178 Ll 48 53
Middle AtlantiCeeoccsescrssscooscscas| + 3 | 414 o .67 13,245 0 + 5 50 6,870 681 691 T3
Eaot North Contralesascessssescscisco +12 | 415 +5 18 7,137 -7 4] 20 2,090 561 68] 65
West North Centralececossensacocsecaca +10 +16 L] 30 3,796 +25 + 4 15 1,032 57 58 66
South AtlantiCocsecsscsesssesvsssvese + 6 +9 [} 18 2,252 +7 -] 13 1,086 56 55 62
East South Centralecesesseseccsssvnocs +6 A -3 7 608 +23 + 2 A 248 53 Wb 5h
West South’ Centralesseccesscesseccsse +6 | 10 w b 19 1,278 -5 -3 6 147 671 67 75
Mountaine ecosesesssnscscoscsscacsnsses) + 4 | 415 -1 20 1,252 0 o by 15 163 651 611 T
PacifiCacocesceonssassrsoscscscsnccoes +17 +20 * 4 2 2,839 s 1 +25 9 28 &7 50 45
MisCOlLaneotBecacaasvosccsssssssovonass 11 + 8 +3 n 2,626 +25 + 6 5 1,838 204 17T 25

a Stock~sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total ssles (including sny divect 5hipnente and conasignment’

business) for an identicel group of firms,
b Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previoun monthly trends.

¢ Insufficient date to show separately.
¢ Not affiliated with voluntary or céoperative groupse

States comprising geographic divisions:

New England = (Conn., Maine, Matsse, Ne Hop Ro Iey Vie)
Middle Atlantie = (He Jo, Ne Yo, PRo)
East North Central - gm., Ind., lﬁch., Ohlo, Wiss)

West North Qentral -

N. Dek., S. Dak.)

kg 1%

Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,

South Atlantic = (Del.,

Wo Vaa

East South Central -
West South Central -

4

ﬁalc., Kyo, Miss., Tenne)
Arics, La., Oklae, Tox.)
Mountein ~ (Aris., Colo., Idsho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utsh, Wyo.)
Pacific = (Calif., Oreg., Ha.sh.)

DuCoy FlBoy Ghey Mdey NeGo, SeCo, Vao,




Page 6 : ‘
“8e TABIE 2, - WHOIESAIERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABIE AND COLIECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

HMARCH 1948
{DATA ARE SHOWN BY CeOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLsS WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL Q’ERATIONS)
. Account, b
Collection percentages 2 cp:rca:tngizzele March 1948 sample
Kind of business
and : No, of Accounts
geographic divisioen March March February ‘Ma;;_oi‘?w “5;;0;9‘*3 firms receivable as of
1948 1947 1948 . reporte March 31, 1948
Mar, 1947 | Feb. 1948 ing (add  000)
United States tobAlesesessssscsososrvrece 107 110 99 +15 4+ 3 2,332 $562 910
How Englandseeesscascossosoocrecssassaseserass 100 . 100 91 +15 + 8 149 17,761
Middle AblanticCecerssarsscersceorsvossotcanras 116 119 17 +12 o+ 498 85,751
East North Centralecesccescsecos tusecesean 1138 ©113 108 +12 +3 440 61,016
West North Cenbralesvessresccssssscascvarscars 105 115 100 +19 + 5 , 232 49,559
South AtlanbtiCeccecresssvcsossossossocrcesones 108 107 94 +15 + 1 307 59,679
108 109 97 +15 0 134 17,946
111 13 104 . +17 + 2 205 31,369
117 121 107 +11 -1 110 11,310
PacifiCeresscceasensscacsecevcorosescssncrrona 102 108 94 +14 + 2 250 46,493
Automotive SUPPlioBesececrocecrssscrsavsessnne 83 88 82 =1 +1 - 128 __7.166
75 79 76 +10 -5 35 811
100 99 103 -3 + 6 234 1,550
West North Cernbralecesocecocscacecscasssssoes 81 87 i 8l + 4 +11 11 1,575
South AtlantiCessecessvecencosscoesscosssess 81 80 87 -2 -1 9 341
West South Centralescssccoas escossanoas 7L %4 68 +.2 -9 6 583
Mount@ineeocasassesnersorrreesescserevsessnns 86 104 81 +12 +3 8 870
PacifiCesescosceosneseorenscnosecssennnsnans T8 8l 74 -13 -5 28 1,498
Electrical group, totalesesscosecescssossvssans 95 92 85 +23 + 1 502 104,622
Full-line wholesalerscesecasescsosscrsooronse 94 20 . +24 + 1 355 92,505
Hew EELandesesesssescnsoscnsesrassnssossns 89 89 79 +8 -a 51 5,129
Middle Atlanticeseces 85 a7 85 +25 + 1 57 14,364
East North Centralecescscscsccecossorcasesns a7 93 91 +15 0 88 19,101
West North Centraleccececs 89 85 81 +38 + 5 32 11,172
South Atlanticesesseccscss 92 89 79 +21 -2 58 o 13,872
East South Central... 94 20 82 +50 +1 16 4,384
West South Centrale.. 83 83 85 . +32 « 3 40 8,235
Hountaineesssocrcoveresersnvececrsccanssesee 29 87 88 +15 -5 16 3,089
Pacificesecscesssasesosascsacsscssonccsascnn 94 88 8l +29 + 2 36 13,181
Wiring supplies, construction
materials distributorscecccsceccsscorcocsseese 98 84 82 +14 + 4 86 5,638
New Englandesevesssscscrsssocsssooossaccocen] s 85 87 79 -3 +2 9 415
Middle AtlantiCesscoes seeoncrasncsneecs 98 89 87 . + 2 + 1 21 823
East North Cenbtralecesecscseesscscscecscnose 86 96 87 + 5 +1 21 906
West North Centralesesssse 80 | 87 78 +28 -5 4 256
South Atlanticeeccsvcssens 113 86 8 +R7 +16 pai 1,947
East South Centralesiscccecsceercoscessccsne, 108 30 83 +47 -7 5 281
West South Centralescocrsssocscacccsosvasana 77 99 94 . +14 + 3 4 158
Mounbainescsecccssecsrcesansenasasccessscsco 79 83 68 +21 + 4 5 311
PacifiCeescsscrosescnrenrssesonsecavescscson 74 81 80 +1 ~10 [} 436
Appliances and specialties
WholesalerSeesceeosvsoccosorsassosacsescnssans 114 134 108 +10 + 8 61 6,672
New Englandeesecsecesscecosssasecaensscnscsno 125 102 128 =17 +24 4 120
Hiddle AblantiCeseseovoscsacsons . 128 142 100 +24 +16 1n 1,123
East North Centrale.... eevrve 120 i2s . 124 +17 + 7 is 1,255
West North Centrals... soenn 88 94 96 + 8 + 3 7 1,470
eveseacssnesces 151 142 138 ] + 8 10 988
112 s o4 . +36 + 2 5 576
West South Centraloccecessscosesessccrsocsso 91 75 77 -8 0 4 919
Furniture and house furnishingSsseseacocsseose 93 84 90 +31 +12 53 7,752
iddle AtlanticCievecveoessvecassorcsessoisse 105 | 98 2% +35 18 10 1,615
PacifiCoesobioscsccveooosssoscsssorsacsssnce il 74 Vi +27 11 7 424
Hardwaresscoscosoossscscesossorsscsssossasonce 89 99 88 414 + 9 113 41,833
H1dd1e AL1AntiCesecccoacesscoosrsrcosasoncos 83 87 80 +18 +10 21 8,572
East North Central.cscecscceccssoncvcassecce 88 89 - 90 +14 +14 15 8,008
West North Centralesscoscssrsescorcsscssvaao 94 112 95 +16 +14 17 9,435
South Atlanticeceeesoscocascsscosseosvessaoo 89 95 81 +R1 V] 18 2,563
East South Contralescossccecscscscanse san .:BO 88 88 +17 +11 8 2,833
Weat South Centralecovessocessasosecsosscsce 100 107 92 - el L 15 3,704
"Pacificiccsccasoconcooovoersscasascsossncece 89 84 a8 + 2 + 5 13 7,683
Industrial supplieBesessosessscvsoscocsceosccas 91 88 89 + 8 + 6 52 8,075
Hiddle AtlantiCesececosesae esesecnscenees 96 85 85 -10 + 7 18 1;654
East North Centralescscececcssscaconcesssnas 85 87 92 -8B -1 7 821
WHest Horth Centralescceccscccessssncscssscas 102 108 108 +28 + 5 8 526
South Atlanticasssecoocesoscscoscsesscscossa o8 84 83 +19 + 2 4 808
West South Centraleecsccceccescscssncssvsacao 98 95 104 22 +15 5 2,609
Pacificesocscencancoruasscnsovssnsscsossssna 62 &4 60 -9 + 7 s 659
by Fe,

(Continued on next page)



TABIE 2. - WHOIESAIERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABIE AND COLLECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSTNESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIGN

(DATA AR SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL O

MARCH 1948

PERATIONS )

Page 7

Kind of business

Coliection percentages 8

Accounts

receivable

percent - change

March 1948 sample

and
. ; No., of Accounts
geographic division tsron | Maron February | Mof: 1948 Mar. 1548 firms | receiyable as of
1947 1948 reporte March 31, 1948
Mar, 1947 | Feb. 1948 ing (add 600) A

JOVELrYecersarcsescanrosessasrsserossnsecesesr 82 €6 60 + € . +18 108 $ 5,283
Middle AtlantiCesececsosensessarssanoecrces 61 58 (2] 5 13 26 812
East North Centralecsscsicccessscorcocrssoce 68 T2 83 + 7 +18 30 1,820
Vest North Centraleccecescccsnsncssvsscsvesse 74 78 74 «+10 +51 12 760
South AtlanbiCesecesversoresvvosvsescevssce 59 70 87 e 2 +25 S 276
PacifiCesesesssscessvasssccarsocessesessoce 52 53 47 0 + 5 24 1,078
Lumber and building materials.eesescasescenss] - 104 106 98 +15 »2 49 5,662
Middle Atlanticecsocsssssssscscasecscoassesn 75 61 70 21 -2 9 840
Soubh AtlantiCeccsssvcocssscscscsscecsscone 125 140 105 hoe24 + 9 7 880
Prcificecasscocsresreccensvessesascroccasas 100 105 98 *+89 +5 10 1,659

¥achinery, equipment, supplies (except . ’
electriga.l)-............................... 85 88 76 422 + 9 30 5,650
Eest North Centralsceessesessscscccsssvense 85 82 80 -5 2 7 ]
South AtlanticCeseesssessccnsoconse 88 84 64 -4 15 4 240
PacifiCecesscrscssnrerrecccconse 77 88- 59 + 9 +R5 6 895
MotalBeesessoesessocerssssecrovscronssrnccsnns 11¢ 108 108 »17 -1 14 2,086
Optical g0OdBeceverccasvccrsoonsvosiorsercnne 76 92 74 * 7 »12 8 222
Middle Ablanticesesecovercecssoceacnrcrsncs 7% o2 71 + 5 + 9 4 s
Paints and varnishesesscececscesscrncsrcesses 3 77 &8 +20 13 21 1,459
East North Central-sececerecsesocescnvornas 72 72 s 87 - +27 +192 7 765
South AblanticCescevsvessscrevsvsnrecsssceas 78 85 64 +81 +7 4 371
Flumblng and heatlng supplieSsecectrsocsccnce 84 a7 85 +13 -2 55 5,187
New Eaglandeeececococosccsssccansecsevecane bis 81 8 +32 +9 5 277
Middle AtlantiCesecseocrsosesvssrsccoransone 83 - 84 82 +10 0 15 1,184
East North Centraleccecessscecostoccsvssccs 82 88 84 +17 -1 15 1,385
Wiest North Centralessssceseescssncosscossce 84 88 83 -4 -5 ] 548
PacifiCecceecocrvosossoccnesstrecesrcuenane 7 76 77 + 1 -8 4 1,005
Refrigeration equipment, parte (commercial).. 128 108 118 + 6 + 6 16 800
Surgical, medical, equipment, suppliessseeces 62 60 ) +8 " +3 26 4,201
Middle AtlantiCesccscsscsnrovensvrcrcnonane 57 €6 53 +9 -3 8 512
East North Centralesssscececscesnsescsncoee 63 57 57 +11 +5 7 2,769
West South Centralesceccssscccacrsscsconvessf =~ 67 €9 63 412 0 4 358
BOErsscserssosscrassscssesnesorecnavesecssess 221 256 218 +18 +12 14 235
¥iddle AtlantiCeecsssccsceccscosrncrcecresss 183 200 202 *27 +10, 5 i 98
Chemicals, industrislessoscocssscscssoncesocos 89 92 8t -4 +12 ‘1 1,371
Clothings and furnishings (except shoes)esees 29 107 ‘88 +21 +11 26 4,445
Middle Ab1antiCescessesvesornscscassonvenee] 110 116 o4 +26 + 6 9 5,419
East North Centreleccessse 85 86 68 +19 32 4 188
PacifiCresececevesccereraces 70 75 67 -30 -5 5 160
CoBLlescscrosasoresacssssannssncossnssnssasoas 118 121 113 +56 - 2 4,009
CORLOCLLONOTessesrassrsorssesssasassnervsrce] 187 161 121 +16 +2 21 587
East North Centraleeceesssscecncrosceercasel 140 150 142 + 8 + 5 5 . 62
South AtlanticCessesecescesascsnossevesecesel 112 185 100 +17 +8 [ 247
Dairy and poultry productSecscecsecroccesrsccss] 198 233 178 +28 =3 21 1,527
‘Middle Atlanticsecoesesecscsoscen 220 297 172 +21 -9 4 246
East North Centréleccececccvscosssocssrsese 163 189 157 +38 + 2 8 258
Drugs and suadries (liquor excluded)essesssoe 107 108 03 +13 =2 . 78 14,636
New Englandesescesssssscecoscscsrssccssoses 119 122 309 +50 -1 5 615
Middle AtlantiCesecscceccscsesasssosvesensec 108 i) 25 12 +1 1 3,528
East North Centralececsssvscveseseccnssccee 101 107 98 +18 +1 1n 2,173
120 122 112 » 7 -4 8 1,538
125 -125 110 +15 ~10 15 1,827
Fast South Centralesssvossveccsssesencscese 100 105 29 +19 - ) 875
Wieat South Centraleessscocceoscanscscansoss 99 100 o7 + 9 -2 14 5,758
Dry GoodBsecsstesssesasssesssoasanrorsncosaas 7% 82 70 +10 2 g 150 57,580
How Englandesececsessssscssoceenrsosassssse 885 87 65 +12 +16 8 788
Middle Atlentic.. sesseresessssase 86 86 80 * 7 + 8 89 5,807
Fast North Centralseee sessencacssennns 83 79 76 v B +7 12 2,477
Wost North Centralecsococsscscososscsccacsc 78 82 €8 -1 + 6 12 2,940
Scuth AtlantiCeessoscecsvocoscssrossassocee 78 83 72’ +13 1 25 4,727
East South Centraleceescsesccesssseracceoacs 81 . 87 78 + 4 -1 17 R,532
75 80 87 o] -2 12 1,782
87 88 82 + 2 +12 8 625
79 86 75 45 +10 15 4,781
Farm suppliGScecccecoscvesvensocsosssseesccocs 138 141 160 -7 +47 o0 2,845

Herg 56

(Continued on next page)
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TABIE 2. - WHOIESAIFRS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE AND COLLECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISION
HARCH 1948

{DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEDG_RAH{I& DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPI

ERATTONS)

Kind of business

Collsction percontages &

Accounts receivable
_ psrcent change

e

March 1948 sample

and

No. of Accounts
geogrephic division ¥ Mars 1948 | Mar. 1948 firms recelvable as of
Yaych March ebruary from from ey March 31, 194¢
1948 1947 1948 Wsr. 1947 | Feb. 19u8 | "*Por (add 600
Fresh fruits and vegetablodeeessessononsnesons 193 180 174 ‘v 3 8 56 $ 1,918
New England.seesosesocecsavocsnavesssonsenssn 184 207 172 +16 +10 8 187
Hiddie Atlanticecsaes 168 143 163 + 1 +25 12 485
East North Central... 252 241 208 +1 -9 10 222
Weat North Centraleccsesciavacersecssacoveas 251 249 222 7 0 4 0
South Atlanticessaveseicorvecsoncecnsoonnces 159 157 151 + 4 [t n 288
Bast South Censralesssveccrvscresssascassvses 221 186 188 -12 -9 4 129
PacifiCeesasrcacrrsocrscnenravasonnrannresns 208 186 178 * 2 + 8 5 471
o *
Groceries, Lobtalessecossrvesenscocnnoavocassrasn 187 170 149 + 5 -6 445 43,629
Non-effiliated full-line wholesalergessesees] 160 m 151 >z -4 243 19,602
New Englandeceseeseeovsesvoesorosssasasssaos 124 110 105 -8 +1 4 802
Middle Atlanbicscescccscceonase . 19 163 159 211 -~ & i5 249
East North Centraleecvesccveiscoconns ool 181 17?7 161 -8 -7 32 2,084
West North Centrolcscescsoascerionercreensen 150 177 131 +23 -9 52 3,089
South AbLIAntiCecssseosenvaoscecevonsssarcnns 175 i78 150 * 2 -2 48 2,818
East South Cenbral.esvescsoscsccassessnsenss 162 173 is0 + 8 + 8 26 1,863
West South Centraleseecnsecssevesvensassanseel 185 196 176 -1 -4 61 4,634
Hountalneecsreoeasoresncucncnsarissosoe 143 154 130 0 -6 -37 1,468
FacifiCeceascnsscsrsvone iz8 126 124 -4 0o 8 2,115
Voluntery-group wholesalerssecessvaresssssens 172 174 158 » 4 ~5 114 . 14,42
Hew Englandecessooesoscesossssrecssossssssas 189 166 150 -3 -9 8 640 .
Middle Atlenticecovsee trevrecsssoscernas 1s3 158 133 + 7 -8 27 4,847
East North Central... 63 245 214 + 1 -6 27 1,888
West Norih Central.. 142 187 187 +13 -2 23 5,587
South Atlantic.cesecrs srrecarrnasonrsrran 225 218 185 + 1 -10 7 505
Hountaifeceeoveaneos ecescsvacevaraeocnas 163 168 164 -1 +18 11 850
PBCifiCesccctrcasrocvonosesarssosorsconansses 18z 165 170 -5 -2 ] 1,667
Retailer-cooperative wWarshouseBesecscesseonca 204 248 205 #27 0 16 2,887
JLddLe ALLANESCeecessasnonsererecnrmnnrannsa) 227 21 187 24 -9 5 708
Wegt Horth Centralivcescsecvecsoroecsscronoal 286 227 249 =14 -8 5 609
Specialty lines wholesglersececsvesssecereasa §
Hew Englandececsocecccescserscsvinsnvrvsscan 170 175 140 +14 + 5 5 151
Middle AtlenbiCesrscevccoeossossovsscnravond 127 128 117 -18 -15 19 2,216
East North Centrale.cscccscvscercossessonved 16z 205 172 +18 - +11 8 302
South AtlantiCrecvecsoncnsscsessocessssssony 139 144 137 »15 =10 13 744
West South Cenbralecseecsevnvsccrarasnosncas 120 130 98 + 8 -8 4 133
PReifigercsecrecrorncaiontratecasrocensrnns 11e 330 101 + 8 ~16 14 2,684
Leather and shoe findings....-----........1.;. 85 8% 58 -2 -1 21 620
East Horth Centraleesecsavecsessecscsorannes 73 101 81 +27 ;3 5 89
Pacificseteccereancorcnnrsacsennnosncocieass 68 85 62 -11 -2 4 384
Ueata and meat px-o'ducts-...................... 268 2638 232 + 2 ~10 39 8,054
Middle AtlantlCeseceeccsossscesoaraccssnasosl 227 232 220 « 8 <10 11 1,708
East Horth Central.cveecicesrcnsnnssansaccsad 304 251 236 -18 -20 12 1,608
Soubh AblantiCesesscrvorsrscecseorncasensona 320 288 242 -21 -1 4 355
East South Conbralececsvevessccoscesovarsend 315 277 228 -8 ~16 4 475
Paper and its productBSrsccecceosccceresnonnnsns 99 96 92 + 8 -3 &89 8,256
Hew Englandececseacrssacsenscvavossconsacnroano 92 97 69 +11 -3 4 302
Hiddle AtlantiCesseecrersscrose onecocnasanns 89 o8 89 + 2 -4 18 2,129
Esst North Central.. cseresave 105 96 99 +12 + 1 18 5,941
South Atlanticecsvecvoscecaseosscoveacossaassl 100 93 $0 +9 =13 8 €64
POLTOLelNe e s sraeeossronsscssesssnsroccnnsossss a7 91 88 +65. -6 4 851
Shoes and other footwWearscseecessssesceocosensl 78 78 69 +29 328 27 80,740
How Englandescccacacscopssoosdscessso 236 52 31 o +17 4 1,241
Middle Atlantics.. seresssnsseone EERRTN 88 72 87 +28 +20 7 1,352
Pociflcescoscaovacoasscsssercocancsncasanncal K3 97 54 +13 + 2 7 508
Tobaeto productBscsessvescsscrssssosassncnnene 194 207 155 +15 -8 171 S 11,764
New England-eesvos “vesesrsracacrsrcanas 188 183 162 +14 + 1 12 1,110
#iddle Atlanticese.. 231 252 208 <11 -1 58 4,761
East Horth Centralessrsceecsencsans 201 192 182 +20 -1 26 1,922
West North Centrale.. 141 159 58 +20 52 16 732
South Atlanticeececss 181 196 17s + 9 + 1 12 815
Enst South Central.sccscesees,s 188 139 163 T -1l =15 5 176
West South Central... 129 141 14 20 -1 11 385
Bountainesseernsccocs seen 136 188 isz +10 -2 17 391
PeifiCeoveinnsavesacscncarsonnconsasnsnones 140 1sl lzs *28 ¢ 2 19 1,524
}ﬁscellaneous"‘..............n........_....u a5 97 92 + 8 -4 '] 2,415

a Collection percentages are obtained b

b HNot affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

L2

y dividing the collections by accounts receivable for an identical group of firms.

e
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 SALES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS
UNITED STATES SUMMARY = GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
FOR RELEASE :
JUNE 4, 1948 ' , APRIL 1948

. Data contained hersin were compiled from confidsntial reports submitied to the Burean of
the Census by 3,002 merchant wholesalers representing all parts of the country and the various lines
of trade, April sales of the 3,002 wholesalers amounted to $540,335,000, :

- REPORT*

v Dollay ‘sales during April of the 3,002 firms were up 10 pesrcent from April of last year
but recorded little or no chenge from Merch of this year. The levelling off from March to April of .
this year may be accounted for by the difference in number of deys between the twd months., Sales
for the first four months of 1948 were up 10 percent from the first four months of 1947. It might
be of interest in this coonection to note that April sales of indepsndent retail stores were up 6
percent over April of last year, and thai for the first four months of 1948 they were up 8 percent.

Of the 37 trades for which data are shown seperately in the accompanying tebles, all but
four showed gaina over last year, Automotive supplies and paper recorded little or no change, while
modest declines were noted for optical goods and refrigeration equipment. Trages showing sales gains
of 20 percent or more included furniture, lumbes, mstals, plumblng and heating, farm supplies, meats,
and petroleum, All but four trades recorded sales gdins over the firsi four months of last year,
with increases of 25 percent or mere in the case of furnlture, codl, mests, and petroleum.

April 30 inventories, valued ai cosi, of 1,983 of the 3,002 wholesgalers were up 14 percent
over April 30 of last year but they were .off slightly (1%) from March of this year. Twenty-nine of
the 36 trades for which inventory data are shown, recorded inventory increases over April of last
year ranging up to 30 percent Or more for electrical goods, furniture and house furnishings, lumber,
beer, ‘ferm supplies, paper and its products, and shoes, The trend from March to April of this year
was mixed with 18 trades réporting gains, and 18 recording moderate decreases,

. Beginning of-April accounts receivable -as recorded by 2,386 wholesalers were up 15 percent
from a year earlier, five points more than the 10 percent increase in sales during the same period.
This would indicate an increase in the credit period, a trend which has been apparent for some time,
Beginning of April receivables were up six percent from March.  The collection index (eollections
during the month divided by accounts receivable at the beginning of the month) declined from 106 in
Agx;il 1947 to 104 in Merch of this year and to 102 in April of this year.

TRENDS IN SALES—SEVEN TRADES

DRY G0OODS
/ .HARDWARE

GROCERIES
L TOBACCO

APRIL 1847

# Copductsd jointly by the National Association of Credit Men and the Bureau of the.Census. Data are
ot adjusted fof.number-of days in the month nor for _seasonal or price fluctuations.

UEWATEY




Page 2

PABIE 1. - WHOIESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
APRIL 1948

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAH{IG DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-moath . (at cost) |, Stocl-sales®
- 1 t April 1 ratios
Kind of business Percent change April 1948 sample P:rcen cAhange pril 1948 sample
and Apre | Apre | 4 mos, . of | Reportsd || APre PP | 'No, of | Reported
geographic division 1908 | 1948 | 2048 | "o 0t | FETReY | d5us | 1948 | Moy of | Remorte: apes | Apre | Moz
: {;;m f‘:‘;m hf;z*: report= | sales i;g”‘ g';'“ veport~ | - walues.: | 194811947 ] 1948
o . s ° o add O
1567 L1948 | gugb | fme | (edd 000 55 | jchs | ims | (aad 000)
United Stabes £0b8leencesesensanns | 310 0| +10 3,002 | $540,335 A | -1 1,983 | $566,202 1| 143 | 139 | aub
Hew Englandceccocssesesisnsssccvcacasna] + 4 | =5 + 6 207 24, 5% +25 +1 137 25,228 | 155 | 131{ 149
iddle AL1antiC.cecesssascccsniaravacan | +7 | =3 -8 639 97,856 14 0 390 72,835 || 116 | 1101 116
Eest North Centraleseciceconsssessasnses | 412 + 5 +10 558 104,630 +15 ] 366 104,151 125 123 132‘_
Woot North Centralecsoccscsccsrocnssnes | ¢ 9 ¢} +10 310 50 +1h -4 27 90,905 162 1 1541 170
South M.lantic......................... +9 -2 + 9 389 52,471 +22 0 251 52,634 135 { 1221 130
410 | -1 7 170 26,563 +12 -2 104 2584, || 10 w0} U
W | o+ 4 412 263 45,562 +16 [ 188 ShobT7 | 168 1 349 ] 155
wih | e 4 +10 134 19, +8 -2 96 22,317 | 152 | 158 160
+11 -3 +9 289 56,371 + 9 +2 189 73,282 76§ 17| 166
Automotive supplies. 0 + 6 -3 195 14,533 410 -1 1L 12,002 230 1 1991 253
Middle ALLantiCesessesarcosnscencoans 0 +5 -4 38 1,019 +10 o 31 1,553 2Lk | 198 ] 226
East Horth CentrBl.iveseaseescroocens] =4 b -k 31 1,489 + 2 +3 22 5 203§ 189 202
West North Contral.veecescorsesescese] =2 #11.f =5 27 2,834 +13- -5 2 3,886 || 240 22| 288
Soubh AL)BNEiCeessecseconeesersnasnee] + 6 | +3 [} 12 755 -4 +3 ] 673 || 234 | 250 | 213
West Suubh Contral.cessesscassssseces] = 9 +21, -6 7 462 +3 -1 5 821 | 192 | 167 243
Houttaifoeesossessneoassnsocncsnssnas 0 +8 -2 11 789 [ e [ c e ¢ e’
PReAfiC.csnavonsvionconnessaneonannes =15 +9 -17 55 1,949 +34 + 1 23 1,824 302 | 1671 338
Blectrical group, tot8l,ivescocrcessnes | +18 +3 <21 542 117,636 +31 + 1 HTh . 137,487 122 1 111 ] 125
Fill-line wholesalerS.seesnnessocasans| +19 + 3 +23 371 101,981 +31 +1 360 121,794 121 | 121} 124
Now England.seessesosvesisecavecscesa) + 5 +1 +7 31 5,840 +43 -2 31 8,279 142 | 1041 145
Uiddle AtlanticC.ccecscecconsass +14 0 +18 56 14,263 +33 ~1 53 16,653 120 103]| 12
. +17 +9 +18 T0 25,661 +26 + 2 68 27,489 109 | 101 | 117
418 | +3 +30 36 10, +39 +2 36 12,400 || 118 | 100| 119
419 ) 425 5 13,842 +25 +3 58 16,281 Ji 123 | ne| 19
+35 | s11 435 2 4,940 +27 o 20 5,075 || 105 | 12| 117
+33 +13 +40 L3 10,748 +38 + 3 43 11,725 109.1 1061 119
vassesesse | 429 + 4y +33 17 3,657 +35 -2 16 hy9kL 137 1 1311 16
PAacifiCiosvosnsssrareanconsrenconrense | 421 -7 +27 36 12,546 +26 + 1 35 18,951 152 | Wb 140
Wiring supplies, construction :
materials distribut.ots. T 0 +5 107 . 6,004 +14 +2 68 5,099 4 1161 1087 114
NewEngland.................. versasss]| =6 -6 -5 13 516 + 4 + 2. 4 194 242 1 1901 230
Middle Atlantic.esesssessecoravsscees| =6 + 5 -6 32 1,251 +11 -1 20 1,308 Uik | 126 | 151
East North Centralesesacssssescocncns 0 0 +1 20 912 +25 +1 1% 938 130 | 107| 127
Wagt North Cenbralesesesvescsnseseses | +13 +5 +15 [ 618 c < [ c e c c
South AblantiCisesescrvensossnssosnss | +14 -2 +14 17 1,867 +13 + 7 15 1,635 90 92 83
West South Centralaseeesseesescosanes| + 7 -3 +17 b 185 c e c ¢ c [ ¢
Mountaine eseeesvasssscrecsssrsocsaees | 412 +17 +15 5 282 [ © c e c c ¢
PaCifiCicesscrocassnciosraricnnananss | =16 +3 -9 7 212 +2 -1 5 316§ 194 1651 199
Appliances and specialties . *
HHOLOSALOT S, coeeurecrrsonscesennsonees | 412 0 +11 64 9,541 +49 +1 hé 10,594 |l 1371 108] 139
; +20 -5 +23 5 613 < c ¢ c c c ¢
+10 ~10 + 5 18 2,960 47 -2 9 3,219 157 | 121} 154
+19 #11, +16 11 1,323 +80 -1 7 925 106 721 138
+ 8 +12 + 8 7 874 +15 + L 6 951 117 | 110§ 129
+11 +13 +7 7 1,515 +108 +1 5 1,165 99 621 111
=11 -5 -5 L 860 c e ¢ e e c e
+17 | #12 +10 4 Lik 18 0 4 671 151 | 151§ 170
Furniture and house furnishings...... .'. +27 -5 +25 36 5,544 +33 ' + 6 ~ 19 3,152 97 9L 8l
New England.cseeesecencoscasnsssncece| + 3 ~13 +12 L 724 c c e c < c c
Middls ALlambiCeessssesesseessconenes| 439 | <17 +35 9 1,558 +40 +23 5 563 €31 671 41
East North Centralsceesesescesacascge | +24 +1 +19 4 1,000 c ] 3 e [ e [ ¢
South ALLantiCicesseceersssssanseoses] +42 + 4 +26 5 776 c e e e ¢ ] ¢
PacifiC.ieeirsiancrarsnnsasnrnennanes| #55 | =1 +19 7 281 +36 + 5 4 236 || 183 | 223§ 187
HRIGVATS .4 ueseresnseresnnensnnenernnes] 28 | o 5 + 7 127 52,865 422 | =2 92 81,770 | 197 | 175 | 212
New England..csesececscscorssesasncans | ¢ 4 -4 +7 5 889 +11 -3 4 1,725 254 | 226 | 250
Uiddle AtlantiCeieeesccocasecaseonenss| + 8 +5 +10 25° 7,083 +22 -2 17 7,633 166 1164 | 181
East North Central.eeeseeccersoscanss | + 4 + 7 +6 16 10,366 +14 ] o 1 20,145 199§ 181 | 212
Waat North Centraleecssesecsssessdese| + 7 +9 +5 18 12,467 +25 -8 18 21,822 175§ 150 § 207
South AtLantiC..eeeessvavecnorcnsones | +16 +1 12 15 2,710 45 -3 12 4,682 411731 211
East South Contral.sesecosssvencssase| + 8 +3 +9 12 4,363 +6 -9 5 2,824 40 | 150 153
West South Central. A + b +9 16 5,062 +15 + 4 10 6,801 227 | 224 ] 228
Hountaifeesesoss +26 +14 1 7 2,511 c [ e [3 e c [
PacifiCessasneas + 4 -3 + L 13 Toblh +29 + 1 9 14,855 258 | 204 | 252
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TABIE 1, - WHOLESAIERS' SAIES AND TNVENTORIES, BY KIND. OF RUSINESS AND GEOGRAPEIC DIVISION
APRTY, 1948

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERR H}SSIBIBWI‘R!OUT DISCLOSUBE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)

Fage 3

2

dab33

Sal '
. ea Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Kind of dbu.sines_s T ?ezjc:nt cnga s Aprll 1948 sanple Porcent change | April 1948 sample ratios
an Pre Pra mos. X I Apre Apr. ;
geographic division 1948 | 1948 | 1948 Y | Mmeer | o8 | w0us | Moy of | Beperted | aoe | e
m | from | from | coport- |. sales from | from | noibe | velues || 1948 | 29471 1948
Apre | Mar. | 4 moal.’ ing (add 000) Apr, Mara ing (add 000) »
1947 1-1948 | 1947 1947 11948
- yh

Industrial BupplieS..ecssscscrsnsinees +3 | =4 + 5 69 $9,080 +19 a1 b6 $13,928 || 216 | 190 ] 204

Hew Euglandeseeesnsaneeecnns R - 3 I +'3 8 739 e ¢ e & c e e
Middle AtlanbiCeesoseoosssncssne -7 -6 -2 24 2,321 - +9 +1 16 2,527 163 | 1yt | 148
East North Oentral.................. +1 | -16 +h 10 962 +32 +5 7 622 {1191 | 141 ] 173
South AtLantiC.esesesesonersnnresoes -17] -6 +8 7 667 +36° -2 6 1,171 )| 178 | 130| 170
Viest South Contraleeescsscesscsocaes +12 - b +10 5 2,720 *25 +1 5 6,651 245 1 219 | 233

PACALIC. csersvecreasorsosonsosraorsos =16 | -4 -7 5 528 [ © e ¢ e c c
JOUOLTT veenerssvacasacrvoarancrarcenes | 410, | =1 | +8 153 6,700 0| +1 72 10,258 || 240 | 263 | 248

New Englandesesessseecocrscssncnsass +20 -10 10 7 506 3 e ] [ i e [ K]
Midd1e ABLANEAC.cesnersvsvasensoness | +8 | =2 | 414 52 1,241 +1 +3 73 1,805 1§ 275 | 23 2¢8
East North Central.vees.. +1h [} +8 177 2,228 + 8 -3 20 3,179 199 217 | 215
Wost North Contraleceessavecocessess +12 +1 + 8 13 1,010 ~10 -2 7 1,141 || 201 | 2h2 | 214

South Ablantic.eeesessossreccancenes -2 -12 -6 6 254 c c e c [ e ]

Weat South Central................... <15 ~31 ~3 5 90 [] ] c e ] ¢ c
PacifiCeceasssnsosesrorssssosuosnnse + 6 + 3 +5 30 1,359 -2 +5 19 3,263 285 302 | 299
Lurber and building materialssceessss +21 +11 #17 53 8,807 +i7 + 6 27 3,7 8l 69 95
Middle Atléntic..............“..... +20 +25 + 5 13 2,498 34 +1 5 762 42 38 58
East North Central, [ +26 +21 +18 10 1,138 +72 0 7 817 98 78| 119

South Atlantic.se.. +9 +3 +16 8 1,058 ] ] 3 e . - [} e [

East South Central. +32 +18 +«1 b 931 c 1 e ' ¢ e e
PacifiCeccsnonease #25 | -5 432 10 1,906 +33 +35 7 1,319 |1 133 | 12| 131

. Hachinery, equipment, supplies - .

(except electrical)eeesesesnsrenssanes + 6 + 6 +9 43 4,679 +10 -1 29 5,739 4 153 2 | 164
Matals................................ +24 | +3 +11 17 4,004 +5 -1 12 hohto {231 | 158 ] 135
Optical gooUSssceesesvrscarsncssascaes -2 -8 ¢} 10 251 -28 +1 5 151 159 220 | 155
Paints and varnishes...eseerecescencns + 8 +25 +11 25 1,%00 42l -1 13 1,307 131 116 | 156
Plumbing and heating supplieS...sseeee 421 | + 8 #12 60 5,527 +27 +1 32 4,029 155 U9 | 174

New Englandesseeseesvesescencssssnes 422 | + 8 426 7 342 e’ e e ¢ c [ ¢
¥iddle AtlantiC..eececeensnroons +9 0 +5 17 1,260 +25 +5 [ W9 176 | 161 | 186
East, North Centralesccscscessase +21 +16 +13 h17% 1,330 +9 0 12 1,786 154 173 | 180

West North Centralesecscescese +35 +20 +10 7 530 [} ¢ - e c .1 [ e

PacifiCoceanecsncorreonrsessmsncrvas +24 +5 +10 4 1,104 c e e e ¢ [ L]

Refrigeration equipment, parts
(COMBTEI8L) v cerrnereserareserseenes | =4 | 512 | =3 16 612 || -6 -4 10 sor || 209 | 200 203
Surgical, medical, equipment
SUDELIOB e vererermeernaraeseneeee | 4+ 8 ol 8 25 2,827 a7 | +3 17 2,506 | 105 | 97| 102
Middle AtlantiC..sesecesssossssecons +13 +3 + 2 7 k21 +24 +9 5 237 || 269 | 245 251
East North Central..eeeecscevssscocs +5 -b 412 7 1,952 +15 + b 5 1,668 92 83 85
BOOTstsssesaressacasseonnssnsansrenses | #7 | 28| +5 40 1,613 +35 | +4 27 607 |t 56 | au] s
T T

Middle AL1antiCessecscsccessnasissee +1h | 419 +12 8 307 ¢ ¢ c e < e ¢

East North Centraleiecesseseessscseacs +6 +5 +8 11 527 c L] < < c e c

South AtlantiCesesssvecscsasvoncenes +8 +11 + b [ 37 c [ c ] c c c

PRCIfiCissevescocerennssansonnssasne +10 + 7 +6 4 240 c c c [ ] e ¢
Chemicals, industrigleceevecscosssassa +1h +9 -3 11 1,167 + 8 -1 6 726 | 111 16 | 142

(Continued on next page)
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TABIE 1. = WHOILSAIERS' SALES AND. mvx«moams; BY KIND OF BUSINESS  AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION -

_AWRIL 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOPT DISCLOSURE:OF JNDIVIDUAL OPEhM.‘IﬂS)
Sales Inventory, end-of—-mmx-i;h (ai cb;_st) Stock-salos?
: . t il ‘o ratios
Kind of businoss - Pazc:nt gha:gu Ap! 1948 sample P:resnt. c:;anga April 1948 sample
an Y] pre nose (o Apre :

gographic division 1948 | 1948 | 1948 | Mo of | Repomted || ngip | qgup | No: of | Reported f e | Apre |iar
from | from | from TS T || from | from vy r o APTe | OB | Tors
raport— sales report- valuss . || 19481 2947 11948

Apro | Mare |k mwoss | Ty, (edd 000} || APrs |- Mar. ing (add 000)

1947 | 1948 | 29470 947 | o8 | _

Clothing and furnishings . .

(vxcept ShOeS)eissvessvessovasosnsensen) + 7| =8 + 4 30 $4,084 +20 411 1k $1,304 16871163 | 136
Uiddle AL1ENEACIssnsencisosascasoness]| 13 | =7 | +9 1 3,563 e e ° ¢ el e ]ie
East North ContrAl.cceccescssscsscsces | =24 -8 ~20 6 173 c ] - € e ] [ ]
South AL1antiC..sssssecessssssosssscs| = 6 =14 -7 5 171 < e ¢ ¢ < © A4
PACifiCieseassnsessssssscnessarssncse | ~30 -22 ~27 5 105 c 1 ] c c ] c

C08leeessrossscnasconovsoncacsosnnraces | +13 ~23 +26 9 b, 142 ¢ ] e e e e ]

Confactioneryecosscessssnsorssssensesse i + 7T -6 + 5 50 2,120 +.7 =11 25 1,220 84 81} 89
Middle Atlanticecseesescsvcsnssoscene| +9 -6 +10 6 3h2 e e [ e e ¢ ¢
Fast Horth Contralecesscescccssescsse]| +16 | =4 | 43 7 310 ¢ c < [ e [ e
Wost North Centraleseseseseecscecesss| =~2 | =6 1 44 L 267 [ c c ¢ e 1. e c
South AtlantiC.eeessoceacs cesense] =9 =13 =5 312 270 c c c c [ ¢ e
East South Contraleciesssscccsscserssf +13 <10 +10 10 427 [ [ [ [ < ¢ [
West South Contral.scssssscssessessass | + 6 -7 -3 I 130 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ - .6 e c

Dairy and poultry ProductS.cesscssssese) +9 | =5 ] 411 26 3,054 ] -11 18 L340 26 | 28 2
MiddLe ALLANLiC.reesearnscenomnsecons | =3 | =2b | 14 & | 320 e e ] e e | e | e

Drugs a;r;d sundries {liguor excluded)s.o} + 3 -6 + 6 167 40,236 +5 -2 127 56,221, 180 | 176 | 173
Bow #nglandesesosess | onf-9] +9 L 2,23 || #6 | -2 1 3,392 || 120 | 157 | 165

-2 -1 + B(d) 17 5,715 + 4 -3 1 5,019 150 | 134 { 147

. 61 -21 +9 2 6,910 +9 | -4 17 6,962 | 19 | | 152

West North Centraleceesevessecesssnes] +5 | =31 +6 19 4,861 +12 -2 17 75323 174 | 164 | 172
South AblanbtiCeeecsesessoescssceasess| +3 | ~6 | +7 27 4,570 + 7 -3 18 5815 201 | 192 | 194
‘East South Centralesesscsesssssseasee [¢] -8 +.h 17 3,154 +14 -1 13 5,054 197 | 174 | 182
West South CONtTalessseicscresascaess) #+5 | =21 +7 21 4,916 -1 -1 16 7,836 202 | 214 | 199
Mountain..eeesnsooessasssesonssovasce] +11 =4 +12 12 y +9 +1 10 ,882 195 | 199 | 183
P2oifiC.osecesessnosscsecncsenrocsnses| =1 ~10 +3 16 5,830 -3 0 14 10,961 190 { 3194 | 171

DXY £00084ueenssornncnnsivnsoensnssaios) 48 1 <11 [ 45 179 | s9,7eh § +7 | +2 | 129 90,489 || 21 | 215 | 189
Now Englandececsscsscssnssasosnncanss| + 9 “15 =10 10 866 +8 +7 10 1,817 210 | 212 | 167
Middle ALlantiCe.csosersecesesenanees | +8 | =17 +11 L8 8,410 +2 5 28 8,303 167 | 174§ 137
East North Contralescsevsesscocseeses| +3 | ~11 0 1 2,654 +27 +h 13 5,435 206 | 168 | 177
West Horth Centralecsscssrsases el +3 ] -5 -1 14 7,192 +6 +8 13 ,015 22, | 218 | 197
South AtlantiC.sesessscasessnss -2 -11 +3 27 3,503 +16 +2 19 6,943 252 | 26} 217
Eagt South Centralecceessescosccesess| =6 | <14 | -9 16 2,342 +13 +2 9. 4,068 239 | 193 1 195

+6 | -3 ] =12 12 1,423 -3 ~2 9 1,991 179 | 204 | 180
+3 =1} +3 8 92 +18 +1 6 1,476 183 | 166 | 158
+18 -6 +15 15 4,404 -8 + 4 9 5,402 229 | 293 | 231
22 | =19 | +#10 16 5,249 +38 =1, 8 1,143 8| 67] 90
Uiddld AtlantiCeeececacscssoveccscses| =8 | =1 ] 411 4 1] e © c T e c c e

Fresh fruits and vegetables..esiesecsea| #12 | 414 | + 2 65 4,299 + 6 -2 40 k7 8] 201 21
New Englandecsesocssssoossesesascnons o] + 7 + 2 9 400 c c. c [ 3 e e
Middle AtlantiCeesseceese veese] +5 +17 +3 b7 1,405 [ c c ¢ e | ¢ ¢
East North Centralscecessse cesss| #11 +14 +5 1% 72 s e c c ¢ e [ e
West North Centralecsseseses weees| 410 | +19 | 410 L 236 ¢ c c c c c [
South Atlanbit.esessacescercscsessaas} 31 24 |+ 6 12 960 [ ¢ ¢ e c [ e
East South Contralesecsoscccsoroscese| +25 +8 417 6 226 c e c e c e e
PacifiCiucascsssevascrssessensssoorse | +18 + 4] 410 L 202 c e c [ e ] e

Groceries, totalseesssaciomossascaness| * 6 + 1 + 4 591 95,980 -3 -5 , 364 89,087 15 | 158 | 155

Hon-affiliated full-line
wholesslers Y, ..ceeescovesesnvsocncess | +5 | +1 ] + 336 43,776 -3 -5 202 45,768 150 | 165 | 159

-2 -3 -8 6 918 [ [ c ¢ c c [
415 | -4 | 410 23 3,578 14 +3 9 3,220 131 | 138 | 119
-3 +2 0 51, 1,400 -6 -3 2, 5,481 | 184 | 196 | 193
+7 +3 +7 L2 5,888 -1 =15 31 8,284 174 § 191§ 211
South Atlantic.,.c. +3 + 1 +1 66 7,107 +9 -4 32 4,203 130 { 120 j 137
East South Central. o) -4 -3 35 4,300 -12 -5 2% 4,035 123 1 138 | 120
West South Centrel +9 +2 | 410 89 12,54 +11 -4 63 4220 131 | 133 | 139
Mounbtain..ees 0 +3 | -5 16 2,259 =21 - b4 13 4245 278 | 236
PacifiCesccoconss +9 +1 ] 8 2,785 [ e ¢ ¢ c e ¢

42633
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TABIE 1, - WHOLESAIERS® SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISION Fage 5
ARRIL 1948
{DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE. WITHOUT DISCLOSURE: OF. INDIVIDUAL O;ML_TIONS)
+ . %1 : . .
Sales I ¥; end-of-month (at_cost) Stock-sales®
Kind of businoss A Porcent change April 1948 sample | Percent change | April 1948 sampla - Tatios
S ‘and pre | Apro | 4 mos. ; -1 Apr Apr
' geographic division 1948 | 1948 | 1948 H%i of | Reported 13;’1.3 1515 No. .of | Reported
from | from | ‘from rus doller t, tro firms dollar Apra | Aprs | Maz.
A report- | sales o | report- | values || 1948 | 1947 | 1948
Pro | Mare | 4 mos ing (add 000) Apre Mar,. in, (add 000
1947 | 1948 | 298 | 107 [ 2948 | 1n8 )
Voluntary~group wholesalérs.ieeeessess |- #}3 1 +1 + 1 prs $32,340 -2 -7 103 $30,486 154 | 159 | 170
New Egland.e.sievsrecssasesescsssses]| #10 | 4 | 4.6 12 2,808 | +3 -9 5 1,100 | 125 | 17 | 135
Middle AtLlantiC..ssesveeossvasacsssas| +2 | =4 +2 36 8,504 =15 -10° 19 3,329 129 | 149 | 150
East North Contral..eeesessenssscsese| #2 | 42 +2 [} 9,175 =8 -8 32 9,108 140 ]°152 | 155
West North Central.sescssssencsiooses]| =2 + 7 -5 26 5,5Lh +3 =6 2l 10,581 197 | 188 | 223
South AL1antiC.eceavserssscsvacrsasss| + 9 + 4 +5 10 1,619 + 4 - -1 5 866 139 {133 | 142
PacifiCiececcascsnosravessncvessisase| +6 1 42 +3 5 2,430 + 4 -2 3 2,505 133 | 135 | 139
Retedler-cooperative Warehousesi.sesvess | +16 +5 ‘a6 22 8,068 + 5 ~10 12 5,537 138 | 145 | 145
Middle AtlantiCesesssasescos 43| =5 +20 7 1,871 L} c [ e 13 ¢ e
West North Central........ “h ] +3 +9 4 1,645 [ [ [ © ¢ c ¢
Specialty lines wholesalers...: 416 +3 +2 89 11,796 ~1h +3 1% 7;276 100 | 132 | 101
New England..ssesessvssbsssane +3 +5 +5 8 367 “e [ e < c [ c
Middle AtlantiC.eeescevesvenne . +24 +7 0o 23 3,879 -6 -5 -3 2,074 107 | 118 | 118
East North Centralesassscossncesssssa| + 1 + b + 1 12 608 «10 -3 5 169 - T 95 1 92
South AtlantiCieessseesnsnscs +2 ]| -6 +5 18 1,278 -5 ~2 10 1,114 99 {107 | 95
West South Contraleceveesecenssscssse| + 3 -2 -3 6 380 ] c e c e < L)
PacifiCiiceceeossncesnnvsaonaensnonse} +21 +.2 +3 15 . 4,805 -22 +12 10 3,377 105 | 169 | 102
Leather and shoe £indingSecssesonseeess] + & +22 =11 26 485 +3 ~1 1 1,198 349 | 344 | 410
Middle ALLantiC.ressassnsoronessncess| AL | 429 | -9 6 49 e e e e e | e ] o
East North Contral.eescsvsscosssrssss| + 5 +23 - 6 123 c c [ c [ ¢ ]°e
West North Central...... +3 420 -6 5 78 e c e c c ° e
PacifiCieecerescecesoseccssarsesscnce 0 +18 <17 L 152 [ c e . e e c ‘e
Meats and meat ProductS.iesecersrsrseae] +39 | 413 429 39 22,474 +29 + 4 34 12,492 58 | 621 63
+ 6] +3 418 1 by b3 +7 -4 n 2,234 50 | 50| 54
+6l4 +21 +32 13 11,595 +52 +18 11 6,535 60 64 61
South Atlantic..............M....... 42 +3 +9 5 1,373 +27° +8 I 594 43 | L2
Paper and its productS.cescsconsecoesse] =1 - +3 66 8,841 +Hl +8 31 5,301 137 94 | 126
1
New Englandesssccesesossseoasssennsas| =1 | =4 -2 3 283 c e ] e c c e
Middle AbIATtiC.sessessesoccnsenceaee] +3 | +2 -2 21 ,358 +59 +3 12 1,306 12| 65| 106
East North Central..ievecaconssscanee] =7 -7 + 3 2 ,280 +hh +3 9 1,772 120 75 | 109
South AtlantiCiecesssesssvosncscsssse| =7 -1 + 6 8 758 c e c e [ c e
POLTOLOUM e v eesescsoonasnrsansencasoncas | +28 | =1 +34 26 1,137 +24 412 2 646 61| 64| sb
Shoes and other foOtWeBT.sseessssescesa] +8 ] =6 +15 29 25,652 +48 -5 19 9,140 82| 521 &
Tobatco productBeeeessescecssan esssnses | +2 0 +2 251 32,719 +6 +1 133 11,636 &0 57 59
Now Englandeseessssesssscsssssssacese | + 4 + 2 +10 23 2,776 +22 +1 8 345 50 L3 49
Middle At1antiC...eeeecsescescsnersse 0] +1 0 65 12,450 +7 +3 39 6,456 61| 63| 66
East North Central.svescsascssssseess| + 4 +1 b 50 6, 1 +2 + 1 22 1,605 55 56 54
West North Centralesecssecesssccessse | + 8 -l +2 32 3,633 -1 b 17 920 61 63 56
S0uth ALlantiC.ceecessssersesceceseasl +2 | 44 +1 17 2,375 +1 -7 12 953 LT AT | 52
East South Contral.veesesscaserss -~9.1 +1 -3 10 . 1,180 + 7 -6 [ 245 43 37 52
West South Certral. -1] -5 -2 . 1,616 +1 +3 9 3% Sh| M| 46
Hountaifleeesses -3 -6 -2 20 1,171 +6 + 4 15 488 % 66 66
PacifiCeseccesses 4 +1 |-+ b, 15 1,09 +7 +1 7 250 b § b2} 45
Hisc011laneouSeesersssvseevrreoarovessens | + 8 -3 + 4 10 2,39 +26 -1 8 2,573 160 § 133 | 123

Revised.

s noo ®

States comprising geographic divisions:

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. 1., Vt.)

Middle Atlantic - (N. J., §. ¥., Pa.)

East North Central - (I11., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
West North Central - (Iowas, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,
N. Dak., S. Dak.)

Y2633

Stock~sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipumzs and eonsignment
business} for an identical group of firms.
Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trenda.
Insufficient data to show ssparately.

South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga,, ¥d., N.C., 5.C., Va., W, Va.)
East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn,)
West South Central - (Ark., 1a.,
Mountain - (Ariz,, Colo., Idaho, Mont,, Nev, s N, Mex,, Utah, Wyo.)
Pacific ~ (Calif,, Oreg., Wash,

Okla., Tex.)
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% mBIE 2. - VHOESAIERSY ACGOUNTS RECEVABIE A COLLECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
: 'APRIL 1048 ‘
’ (DATA_ ARE SHOWN BY .GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

L ! - Collection 'percontagos & Acc;:g::ntr:;::::ble ¢ April 1948 sample
Kind of business.. - = " p "
and Lo T . 0y O ceounts . |
geographic division April April March Apr§i°;9h8. AP‘§i°;943 . rirg: . r:ceivabis ;ghgfv
’ o 1948 April 197 | Marenigis | TPt [ ; et 5003
United States total.-;n.n-..,....;-u..' ’.' 102 M ".lﬂl— 215 . + 6 glﬁ = ﬂ&nﬂ&
95 03 | 9 16 C+7 170 | 22,469
121 .18 415 +6 522 71,009
109 12 107 310 +2 438 67,836
93 97 97 14 +9 245 . 61,586
101 107 - 105 +16 * b 309 : 41,873
106 106 101 +16 +5 -+ 135 19,976
109 109 109 +15 +7 207 30,996
no 1nsé 112 +16 + 7 105 . : 12,232
98 101 101 +18 +9 227 48,150,
87 9L 8 o .4 143 7 _Th09
Middle Atlanticoesescnoo 73 kel 76 o] 0 35 749
East North Centralas.s 106 106 10 [¢] [v] 29 1,277
West North Centralase. 88 .95 85 +3 +5 24 2,832
South Atlanticecescs 87 9% . 9N +13 +2L ©9 456 N
Went South Centrale. ssacsvone 13 78 Ked =19 +8 5 402
Hountaineeesssoconssscecosse ve0ssbs0000 89 91 87 +12 +5 8 674
PaCif‘ic.n.u..u...'euouaun.u-,unn. 76 80 75 12 + 5 25 : 592
Electrical group, £0t8lesesssossasssssonsosss 96 9 96 +22 +5 510 111,166
Full-line wholesalers.eescesssescassososnces 95 92 9% +23 +6 366 98,716
Now Englandesseveseessees 93 9 16 a6 6
Midilo ALLantieesesesessnes % % 95 26 +9 % 15,145
Eest North Centraleses 100 98 12 -l 68 19,311
West North Central.. 91 8l 90 +30 +2 36 1,772
South Atlanticsecoess 93 91 92 422 +3 60 14,130
East South Central.. 113 91 96 +31 7] 21 55920
Yest South Centrale. 95 85 9 +31 ) +12 [5R 9,24
Mountainessssscseses soesescsesonses | 93 9% 99 +21 + 8 17 3,337
Pacifiteocosoccsocascoasscnsosenssonsnosnos 92 89 9% +30 410 36 14,483
"Wiring supplies, construction ) : .
Iateriala GiBLrAbuEOESesssennssesssnsoncanns 85 95 95 + 8 -2 90 5,828
oW ENglandsscsesesscesosnsessssssnoosssons 77 a8 7 +i +% 10 516
Middle AtlantiCssessoce 86 88 86 - (] 2l 1,174
East North Centraleoso. 83 92 9 +3 + 6 16 85
West North Central,. &9 95 + 3 210 é 633
South Atlanticesse 86 107 108 +12 -i8 16 1,658
© MountaiNeesesovses esorvossvscesan 75 kil +26 [+] 5
PacifiGesrsesacoscerosvsssssasssaseansoonas ki 90 | 78 +3 +18 7 263
Appliances and specialties wholesalersecsces 116 120 123 14 {9 54 6,622
scosssnesconase 107 148 129 +47 +20 b 213
evcosssssosae | 125 15 140 +32 +9 13 1,767
sovecoecsevsa 13 ny 128 +10 +2 10 854
sonsosesvoose 89 113 82 +26 +7 7 766
South AtlantiCeeseseconssscecsocssesseccens s 137 m =5 +2 7 980
Weat South Centralosssscooacocsssosscacecse 87 78 91 -9 +13 b 1,037
Furniture and house furnishingseecsesesosssso 87 93 95 +35 +11 29 by 775
New Eng . S T 91 8 +43 #19 b 996
Hiddle Atlantitoeesoseonsevecorosenscssonos 93 96 12 +6L +26 . 8 1,643
Pacifitecsesecsnoossssansoscosassosasasonne 7% 8l e +34 =14, 7 366
HATdWAPG.cssvesecscaossesssvasssssconsensonas & | .98 87 +18 #14 114 49,840
cesessesasessasocoe a2 C g ! +26 120 5 T L2
v00s000ssescracon a8 93 8l 20 +14 22 75320,
snsecoscccessscoscon 20 105 85 +14 + 7 16 10,870
sessosncossesascons 90 98 9% 15 420 18 12,055
socosssesnescnnes 85 93 a8 +2 +9 15 2,985
ssersssasases &9 97 80 +19 7 8 2,822
sosvesc0esn 99 105 98 138 + 2 | 3,408
sesessa | 93 91 C 94 +19 +15 L 48 ]
secco00sR0ean 83 91 ; 8‘0 +2 +23 12 8,’413
Industrial Suppli6seceseccocscsscsosssrnsons 97 9 92 +3 1+l 61 8,764
ovesecssseseseces | 73 | g7 70 . 3 +7 6 809
400000006000 00000 100 98 102 = 3 + 2 2L 1,975
©006000000000000008 93 8 95 L] +2L 9 1,093
c006v0c0cbotresassoacan 108 89 96 +9 0 7 - 607
South Atlanticoeesesenssssscsssesecessosses | - 92 86 96 | -8 =9 6 656
West South Contralessccsscscssse s0000 130 104 98 + 8 = 5 5 2,491
mmc.....-...ooo.olonvooo..onooio.‘.c'c' 61 60 57 -9 -2 & 569

FEVER)

(Continued on next page)



(DATA ARE ‘SHOWN ‘BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

. : Page 7
TABIE 2. - WHOIBSALERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABIE AND COLIECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION o

* APRIL 1948

Kind ot business
and

Collection percentages &

Accounts receivable
percent changs

April 1948 sample

gt 33

No. of Accounts
geograrhic division April April March Apr%]l:a}n%s Aprgoi%s. firms receivable as of
1948 1947 1948 April 1947 March 1948 Ng!g'b- Apz‘ﬁd 1 6()(1)‘))1;8
JOWOLETos00000v0sseersossnenoessnsesresseans 61 67 63 +1h 2 113 §7,767
Middle AtlantiGosssscessssocessvonrssssvinee 7L n C 69 + 7 +1 30 1,160
East North Contralescsesecesrscnssscsorones: 60 68 63 +20 17 A 2,766
Weat North Centralosssecesesssnssencorsass 67 75 ™ +15 +31 10 1,184
South AtlantiCocesceseserssessnsrsvrscsres 51 59 51 +1 s 6 5 3N
West South Centralosceccesssssnsescossense 52 W6 5 + 1 -3 5 191
PACLfiCocossesarsrsarecssecossnsousenconce | 59 6k &0 +15 +5 24 1,902
Lanber and building materialsesevesssaceeses | 106 11 107 425 415 19 7,40
Hiddle AL1antiCessesscsseserssvsosesesonas 97 104 95 +12 +27 1 1,954
East North Centralesseecesrescocncsossonce 106 112 106 +17 +14 10 873
South Atla.nbic.....n......-un...uu.... 118 “149 123 “h9 +16 7 802
East South Centralecescssecesocnces 167 151 176 +10 +56 L S5h5
) Pacificoscocosoesesssssercensanseonsscscse 01 104 102 +35 +1 10 . 1,999
Yachinery, equipment, supplies .
(except electrical)eessesccscsecnsasceserces 94 93 91 +12 + 6 30 3,840
HEbalBaassossossenasaarsrssorsarasasnnsoenss 13 120 1.6 418 +7 16 3,350
Optlcal goodSeeessssssee ss0bu000e0b0ses 85 93 &) +19 414, 10 313
Paints end TAXNLShOSesescesssssrusassesocess (3 k) 73 +5 +4 23 1,5%
Plimbing and heating suppliGSesccessssessese 85 86 85 +19 +12 55 5,557
New Englandeecsose sowssacessssssenes 8 89 7% 42 +17 [3 363
gddle Atlantice.. sas0ssconcosnsresn 87 85 83 +20 +15 15 1,338
East North Central. opsescnssseserscas vid &7 82 +18 #10 13 1,382
Wept North Centralecsecsssscoscsersessenss a8 88 90 + 7 5 6 437
PacifiCosesosocsovosasseorcsrcnessnrensase 80 73 T +14 +20 4 1,202
Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial), 78 85 79 + +16 1, 628
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplieseecssss 62 62 61 + 8 +1 25 iy 181,
Middle AtlantiCessssssosssssssissossesssee 5 52 54 +5 +6 7 2
Bast North centml........................ 62 53 60 410 0 7 2,988
BOOTesoasesnsansissnsnannrasronssosnrssranns 250 235 242 +10 +11 12 215
Chemicals, 1ndustrdaleseessssssonssenssonnso g8 90 &7 +10 -2 10 1,195
Clothing aud furnishings (except 8hoes)sseee 93 110 104 49 -1 25 4,011
Hiddle AtlantiCecessscssccrcosasecssnvaces 97 116 110 +23 -2 9 3,356
Tast North Controlossesosccssonscessecesse 79 94 82 +19 -2 4 192 -
South Atlantitescoscoossscccesvonsvosrvose 6y 77 n + 7 410 b A2
FoodLiCossosossnorsoavesroorescrseansarnns 67 8 66 -3 +9 5 18
COBLonosssosvosessessaconsancescssanasessnss 89 00 102 12 w22 9 5,269
CONLectionsIFassceosncasersoseosssesonnssssne 133 7Y 138 +5 -l 25 76
Dalry and poulbry productesceesisesssssssss 163 193 191 +20 + 7 18 1,096
"Drugs ond sundries (1iquor excluded)esssssrs 106 107 11 X3 +5 80 14,60
Now Englondesesocres 106 16 16 +2h +9 8 982
Middle Atlanticees 93 96 102 11 + 1 7 2,131
Bast: North Cenbtral. 100 108 102 +15 +3 12 2,38
West North Contralescs 1.6 116 118 +6 +5 9 1,694
South AtlantiGecscscossces 17 120, 1.25 + 7 + 4, 15 2,003
Rast South Contralssesescssves 97 103 100 +10 +3 9 898
West South Contralescoecscsonos 101 100 9 + 1 +3 1n 2,650
HMountainessosssesnsscossonsosncsossvoseess 148 201 15 +51 0 5 33
PoslfiCarrosaconeonsossseassascossessasese 110 95 12 «l8 +24 4 1,542
DEF g00d0sucsoosssnsssssesrerssstcanssassans 70 i 76 +15 + 7 163 65,991
Howt Englanidsscassses sensee 78 a8 a3 +23 +9 2 1,070
Middle ALLantA0sssssessessssesevanmnnnneen | 80 . | 87 & 13 +3 43 7,805
East NHorth Gentralesceccssssncssssesssnsns & a5 e’b +10 +3 15 3!’42‘5
Hent North Contrtlsescesssssssrsosnscasssn 59 63 63 +3 +3 13 11,655
South Atlanticosesoevsessascossscrass 70 9 . bl 12 4 22 4,68
Eout South Controlsscescssssesssss 66 kel 66 + 6 +2 16 3,366
Woat South Controlesessessssestseessssases 72 79 72 +10 a2 12 1,952
Hountallieesovoooosscnnressasonssasesaanese " . ] 7] A7 +2 6 1,
PacifiBosccosseassoossarssssvsesecrvesance 83 83 92 22 + 1 13 ‘0931
Farm supplioBesescessssesasessssascassaoacss | - 109 107 138 +10 +53 10 4y 478

(Contimed on next page)




Pags 8

TABIE 2, - WHOLESAIERS® ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLY

(DATA ARG SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

AND COLIECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISTON
APRIL 1948

Kind of husiness

and
geographic division

Collection percentages

Accounts receivable
percent change

April 1948 sample

| No, of Accounts
| g | | R | s | TR | T

1948 1957 1948 report.. P 1

? April 1947 March 1948 ing (add 600)
Fresh £ruits and VegobableS.essseessseserses | 155 3 167 423 415 19 $1,650
Now Englondececessssncesessscosscssscecnses | 176 173 189 +5 + 6 9 173
Jiddle AblantiCecscsesersocsconseraccrsans 161, 186 166 415 +9 1 590
East North Centreleccecscoscosassossassaca 22 22) 211 -1 +7 8 151
South AtlantiCecesssccoossses 129 136 134 +58 +26 10 525
East South Centralecesssssess 1 135 187 +12 +20 I i
Grocoriet; totalesesceossassssaccesosnscasse | 155 165 158 +7 +3 459 47,250
Non-affiliated full-line wholesaleraP...... | 152 165 157 +8 +5 264, 22,487
New Englandessoessonesacsossconssssnsassoe | 106 113 121 -2 +5 I 635
Hiddle AtlantiGecoesseoosssssccasscsnsssace 171 175 180 -8 +1 16 1,782
East North Centralicacsssrecacssessesacesss | 183 181 192 -5 + 4 16 2,053
West North Centralessecseecasasscecscasess | 152 180 150 +23 +3 32 3,192
South AtlantiCesesecsccovcenasocossonscsss | 172 183 177 +2 +2 W 2,831
Bast South Centralecsecssescossiossescoooy 166 182 166 + 6 0 29 2,199
Host South Centralessssesccsossssascssssse | 139 1.8 145 +10 +9 &6 6529
HOUNbaiNeveosvessessescooanesconssessosase | 143 154 w2 K +8 15 15436
PacifiCeocsoocasscssessvsosicascoosnsoose | 126 152 129 £10 + b ¥ 2,110
Voluntary-group wholesslertsssesesescnsnses | 157 170 159 +5 -3 110 14,687
Now Englandesesoassoeaosscsonsssvcossccsssn 116 118 118 + 6 -8 10 2,048
Middle Atlantic.oesccetsocasscesss 152 162 155 + 4 -5 27 hy 530
Eagt North Contrelesseassessass 227 260 242 +13 +9 2 1,539
West North Centralecsescasses 139 166 143 +8 =6 23 3,380
South AtlantiGessessecsosss 219 219 22 +3 +6 7 536
PacifiCessarsossossoscncscocossonerassosss | 179 165 173 -3 -2 5 1,363
Retaller-cooperative warehouseBessssesssoso 220 243 224 +21 +3 17 3,132
Middle AtlentiCesssecsoscacsonsasscassssse | 211 283 227 +29 + 4 5 729
West North Centralecsccssoscssssssscssssns | 252 254 285 +9 +14 4 637
" Specialty lines #holesalersecsoscconsssvasa 130 124 128 + 3 +9 68 6,948
Hew Englandesoccssocsosassscesassossacscan | 164 218 170 437 +1 5 152
Middle AblantiCecesseassssesescssasossosse | 143 137 127 =13 +5 18 2,307
East North Centralscsssecsssaccscccsoscoss 154 177 160 +19 + 8 9 345
South AtlantiCosceccecssseescosonsscoanscs i, 155 155 +16 +3 12 603
Wost South Centralecscscsssessescenvososoes | 113 34 116 +19 +3 5 149
PacifiCoescssscacecssarsscsscsosnscososnos 115 17 117 410 +15 12 3,052
Leather and ghoe findingSiceesvesceacsooscns 72 85 65 +10 + 8 18 70
Middle AtlantiCesesssseoscosssesosossnsoss 7L vid 56 +17 +9 4 35
East North Centralessscceccoscccssascsenss 88 109 78 +23 - 410 5 11
West North Centralessssosccspeceosenanscne 68 82 59 + 8 +5 3 97
Meats and meat productBescscoscscsasss 261, 260 270 419 +18 35 6,168
Middle AblentiCesssasssecnee ssecesss | 22 243 227 +11 +2 1n 1,733
. eees | 300 261, 305 +17 436 bhR 2,170
South AtLlantiCeccccsecsoscscovssssaceonsss 267 234 320 +10 +28 1 454
Paper and its productBecsscescssssscssovonse 100 98 100 + 2 -l 58 8,476
Now Englandececoscscasssocoscossossonceson 85 116 92 +25 + 3 n
Middle AtlantiCecsossssessossce 92 104 99 +6 . #5 17 2,22
East North Centralecsessovocose sovses | 108 97 105 =4 -4 2 by2Lly
South AtlantiCesecsscsscscossosseenconsone 98 95 101 +1 -2 7 656
POLIOLeUs 0 sesancnncnosaonsssssasensnnanse 123 125 124 by -1 23 832
Shoes and other £OOLWEATsossscesesssssonsscs 75 77 &0 +15 -5 26 19,510
Tobacco ProduCtBoscsssscsssesssocsssacsossen 196 220 202 +17 + b 165 10,679
New Englandescscoosccsnsesesrosscssasassss 175 17% 181 .2 +2 16 1,375
Middle AtlantiCesoeesevcsooeessseansoccnen 230 267 234 +18 + 3 51 L&
East ‘North Contraleescessecncscosccvcosses| 180 205 190 +36 +7 26 1,932
West Horth Centrolessscsssccccnnsscoscosen | 164 170 167 +9 ¢ b 12 k97
South Atlanticesessosceosssocerasascescses | 195 205 178 +8 +3 13 863
East South Contralessesesevesecsssce 18 160 165 +12 +12 7 450
West South Centralessesvsscocesce 18 215 198 416 4 12 340
Hountainocsssosesceovasasasssss o] 122 146 136 47 +7 17 419
PaCifiCoocuoscsssonsconcasasesssansosscese| 161 178 175 +20 +8 1 332
MiscallaneonBecesesesacsossssonscincoanosscs| 101 103 9% +13 =1 9 2,458

‘a Collection percentages are cbtained by dividing the collections by accounts receivable for an identical group of firms,

ve groups,

b Nobt affilisted with voluntary or coopsrati:
AT ’



MONTHLY DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

A B P, CHARLES SAWYER, Secretary
|| BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
. ; J. C. Capt, Director

REPORT*

~ SALES, INVENTORIES. AND CREDITS
FOR RELEASE UNITED STATES SUMMARY = GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

JuLy 2, 19u8 MAY 1948

Date contained herein were compiled from confidential reports submitted to the Bureau of
the Census by 3,012 merchant wholesalers Tepresenting all parts of the country and the various lines
of trade. May sales of the 3,012 wholesalers totaled $496,217,000.

May dollar sales of the 3,012 merchant wholesalers wers up 5 percent over last year, but
off 7 percent from April of this year, Sales during the first five months of the year were up 9
percent over the corresponding period of 1947. ;

May sales of independent retail stores as shown in the Bureau's MONTHLY RETAIL TRADE
BEPORT, were up 2 percent over May of last year, but were down 1 percent from April of this year,
For the year-to-date, first five months of 1948 compared with 1947, sales increased & percent.

0f the 37 trades for which data are shown separately in the accompanying itables, 24 showed
increases over May of last year, the gains ranging ap to 20 percent or more for furniture, lumber
and building materials, meats, and petroleum. Twelve trades recorded decreases, while one, confec~
tionery, showed no change. With minor exceptions, the wholesale trades shown separately herein
registersd decreases in dollar volume, May versus April, ranging to 10 percent or more.

May 31 inventories, valued at cost, of 2,004 of the 3,012 wholesalers were up 15 percent
over May 31 of last year, but showed no change from April month-end, Thirty-two trades showed stocks
up fram a year ago, A reported decreases, and one, no change. During May experience varied, with 18
trades reporting increases (generally small), 15 showing decreases of 1 to 17 percent, and 4, no -
change,

Receivables at the beginning of May were up 15 percent from a year earlier, contrasted
with the 5 percent increase in sales over the same period. For some months receivables have been
increasing at a more rapid rate than sales, indicating some slowing up of collections. The collec—
tion percentage was 100 in May compared with 108 in April, and 107 in March. In May of 1947, the
collectlon percentage was 104, ) :

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES — SEVEN TRADES

Percent ELECTRICAL GOODS

Change
nis / HARDWARE

20

15

MAY 1948 COMPARED WITH
MAY 1947

5] saLes

V774 \NVENTORIES

# Conducted jointly by the National Association of Credit Men and the Bureau of the Census. Data are

not adjusted for number of days in the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.

4272




Pego 2 TABIE 1. - WHOLESALEAS® SALES AND INVENPORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEDGRAPHIC WIVISION

MAY 1948
(nm ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Salea Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-galess
Percent change May 1948 sample | Percent change May 1948 sumple . ratios
Kind of business :
and i‘;‘{s g{e 51';2;‘ Mo, of | Reported g;zs 3{8 No. of | Reported
goographie division from | from Trom firms dollar from trom firms dollar ¥ay | M¥May | Apr.
report- sales 28pOrte values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
May | Apr. | 5 mos, ing (add 000)| Moy Apr, ing {add  000) }
1947 | 1948 | 19470 1957 | 1948 -
United S68t68 $0t8Leciorcnssvocacs |+ 5 | =T +9 | 3,002 $496,217 +15 0 2,00k §561,712 153 Lo} 12
How Bogledifoc cooravanscsosccoconsoncos +3 -2 + 6 201 22,552 *23 -1 138 24,360 471 124 U
Midale A51anlitsuoossuctnoossnsovvesse +3 ) -5 + 7 614 93,714 +15 -1 13 73,922 122 &7 17
Egat North Gonbroliceesvsscsvociconsaes | + 5 | =& +9 571 91,483 +15 ) 373 97,912 1371 125 | 127
West Hoxth Combralecccvocessssasassanne + 8 -1 +30 331 70,550 +18 + -4 258 102,310 175 L6L] 158
South AblantiCe.sscencscecooasvososaces + 2 -6 +8 39, L9,472 +21 -1 257 5hobhl3 I8 124 | 139
Esst South Gontralescsvocossvosossosscs 21 -7 +6 166 23,124 +1h -1 105 23,885 1521 1371 143
Wast South Cenbtraleceeecoccssncoscncoss | + 8 | =7 +11 268 43,724 +21 =1 189 564762 1601 1uh | 149
MoUnt&IN . orsavnotscstsonreoccancsnonees | #10 | =~ & +10 122 18,761 +6 -2 85 22,157 57| 1631.155
Paciflcecoososnaocsoosonseannscsaaseses + 7 -8 + 8 328 61,603 + by -1 220 85,276 185 | 189 170
Aubomotive uppliet..cssccoosoocscncane +1 | -2 -2 184 9,732 +5 -3 1ny 13,523 2k | 238 | 241
How Englandesscercencsscoiscasscasons 2 | +9 - b ] 364 + 8 -2 4 490 18211881 204
Hddleo AL1entiC.evescaoeeseocossorese -1 -5 -4k 38 L9 +10 -2 29 1,421 222 | 206 | 25
Egat North Contrelecedscooevensncsias Q -7 -3 36 1,328 + 5 + 1 26 2,248 210 | 2121 199
Wost Horth Contrilececooccacossoscnse | +2 | =1 -3 29 2,885 +12 -2 24 4,201, 254 | 237 | s
South ACLAattiecocrersssseonocinasses | +10 | + 2 +2 12 848 + 2 +1 7 785 190 | 156 | 203
+ Hoeb South ContTal..esescoscsersvoscs +5 1 -2 -5 8 292 -8 =3 5 314 154 161 | 153
Houltainc conrsanunnincesrsvosonarsons + 1 =13 - 2 7 Z8k c ] ] [ e o e
PotiliCocusvacoscsososvcocnsssnnccoss -%F | +1 «15 43 2,687 2 -6 20 3,655 318 | 259 322
Elsctrdcel group, t0t8leesesecocrcesose § 6 | =9 +17 565 /108,866 +20 0 493 139,513 134 1 136 | 122
Full-line wiolesalers.osussosconsocses + 8 -9 +20 37k 91,850 '} 423 +1 365 121,798 135 1 3118 | 122
-Bew Englend.coowicccnosonosoncsoscaso +7 [¢] + 7 31 55393 +34 0 31 8,052 1491 1191 139
Middle AtLantiG.cscssovaccscsnsancese =1 =9 +14 56 12,877 +30 +2 54 16,533 130 99 | 116
East Horth Centrel...uccccevcecnscsos +3 ] <12 +15 70 22,388 +17 =1 69 27,119 1221 108 | 109
Wegt North Centralcccoscorasosavcesss +15 -6 +26 38 10,144 +26 4] 38 12,524 1231 13| 116
South AblaatiC.cseocoveonsonsasscasss | + 4 | = 9 +19 6L 12,51% +23 +1 58 16,478 138 | 117 | 123
East Soubh Contralecscsseceoacsssanss +10 =11l +30 18 3,872 +26 + 1 17 L,772 127 | 110 | 112
Wesh South Cantraliccassscsscsssssses | +#17 | =16 +35 42 8,363 +36 Y iz 10,748 iZg | 11| 107
Hountadticssosvovno smocsssntsevasasuan +12 -7 +28 hiyd 3,512 +26 9 16 b, 955 8 | 132 | 137
PaolflGecssoceonaccocsovevooonossonsa | #45 | =7 +23 I 12,587 +15 + 1 30 20,607 165 | 165 | 152
Wizdng suppliss, construction
materials distribUlorsesesascsensacocs =4 | =6 + 3, 112 6,605 +12 0 o 6,108 128 | 107 | 120
Haw Baglatdocecooscvocoonsoaanonsosas - L -k -5 13 £1L ] ] e [ 3 [ ©
Middle MLLaniiG oceecrssooconcosceccs -5 | -12 -5 27 1,083 + 9 +1 15 992 131 ] 109 | 118
Bast Horth Central...vcsocvocccvsvaas = 6 -5 0 26 1,300 +13 [1] 20 1,845 164 | 138 | 187
West Norlh Osntrel...cessceccoccasson +12 0 +14 -] 796 e -3 e ¢ [ ¢ ©
Soubh AtlanblCescueccsoncssoovcasacas - 8 -2 +10 7 1,735 + 6 =1 14 1,383 86 Th &b
Eagt South Contral.c.coscscoccocasseo ~Lh <17 +24 [ 230 +24, LN 4 229 100 % 80
Wast South Centralesccrvecvisosvvsocon ~13. =13 + 8 é 391 e ¢ [ [ s [ 3
FotdfiCeoccosecnncsorsscrsncasmacnose -4 | =15 -5 & 398 -5 +1 7 726- 187 | 187 | 15y
4ippliences and gpecialiies
WHOLGHRLBIS  0ansencasoasoossosonneosas + 5 -5 +10 79 10,711 +34 - 56 11,607 135 1 108 | i1m
Hew Fnglondeeesvoconscacosocnssescnos -5 - 8 +18 6 762 +77 -7 é 436 110 59 !O’f
Middle AbLatiiiG.coecancsesscoasesncnas +12 -5 + 6 16 1,904 +37 -7 [ 2,252 i8h | 141 1 376
Bast North Centralesecoesscsscoscaces +5 -8 +13 13 1,562 +65 +2 7 1,160 110 73 9{
West North Centraliccusccseocscosoces +8 | «13 + 4 8 803 + 1 + 2 T 953 128 | 137 | 108
South ALLlentitecesosesosocsascconsnos +20 0 +9 10 2,117 +53 -5 9 1,911 113 | 108 | 113
Hounhain...‘.......a........a....,.... +16 -y +36 8 1,064 +42 -5 i 1,090 118 97.1 121
PACETIC ucaocsanatacacssrnsorosnaness | w2 | <11 | + 8 1 1,181 | 426 -6 9 1,227 128 | 96 | 173
Furadture and house furaishing8...cos.s +25 -2 +25 i5 9,006 +48 + 3 27 8,314 137 | 105 | 115
Hew England..ececscoocscvanoocnovooes +10 +8 +10 é 980 +64 +7 ] 1,361 42 95 1 143
Hiddle AL1antiCe.sececvoncasosasocnns +20 -7 +32 9 1,610 -+39 + 9 5 Thiy 73 69 bh
Eagh Horth Conbrale.ceeacssvsvessoons +17 -l +20 k 959 [ ¢ [ ¢ e e o
Went Horth Centraleccssscccsccoccnsoce +50 + 7 +33 4 3,497 c < c 3 [ [ [+
Soubh ALLENtiC.ccrocacososcooonsnvsos +29 =13 +27 5 673 [ [ c [ ¢ ] @
West South Comtrtleccecvecssoscvsonns | +9 | =7 + 6 4 628 [ ¢ 6. e e | e s
PaclfiCescecarscenivacsocscacsarsssns | + 6 0 +15 7 281 +35 +3 [ 243 179 | 163 | 183
Hardwlr®.casosovocsonsocnceosesscacsoss + 3 -9 +6 1= 46,068 +22 + 1L 91 82,442 221 | 188 | 199
Middle ALlantiCeseeerevsososoccsrsase | + L | ~10 +9 25 8,474 +18 -3 17 75656 181 | 160 | 163
East Horth Centraleccesseseacsscesese | #6 | =4 | +5 15 6,953 +17 -1 13 13,051 | 194 | 176 | 150
West North Conbrale.cecrcuvosancnssee | + 1 | ~16 - 4 17 11,305 +33 +7 37 25,553 2% 1172 | 178
South At1anbicCieeseecvooncesoarecases +9 -7 +11 17 2,56 +33 -8 13 5,528 205 1172 § 24
East South Cenbtraleccugecsscssasoeess | +2 | =7 + 8 2 4,066 +15 + 4 4 2,950 165 | 1L ] 140
West Soubh Conbrale.eeecuococosoosnss + 5 -3 + 8 15 3,946 415 -1 1L 7,691 225 | 205 | 228
Mountalt.cesasosanraascoasvarnesess | +8 | =8 +13 7 2,313 [ [ ° © ¢ ¢ ¢
Ptz;:ifu”......“.... dessrecsianensn § +3 | <6 + 3 13 8,096 +15 0 10 18,694 276 | an5 | 260
>y
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TABIE 1. - WHOIESALERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS “AND ‘6EOGRAPHIC DIVISION
'MAY 1948 '

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF -INDIVIDUAL OFSRATIONS)

Page 3

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) a
- Stock-sales
) Percent change May 1948 sample |Percent change| May 1948 sample ratios
Kind of busineas ' .
and % ;’;Zs 51222’ Mo, of { Reported lf;{s ;‘gzs No. of | Reported
geograrhic division from | from | from | - firms dollar from | from - | firms dollar ‘| May |May | Apr.
May | Apr. | 5 mos, | TEPOTE- sales May | Apr. report- values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
1947 | 1948 | “ag47b| -ine | (add 000} g0 | y5g | dng | (ada 000)

Industrial sUPPlies.eessscessocsosones + b O + 4 67 $9,986 +17 -1 Lh $13,896 23} 186 2n8
New Englandessessssssecccensaneneons | =21 =5 +2 7 654 +9 | =2 5 1,857 | 39| 288 314
Middle AtlantiCeecssesevvcosescsosnses -4 -k -2 20 2,093 +9 0 12 2,182 165 (- 139 | 155
East North Central..seessnceonsocses =1 ~35 + 3 10 911 +27 | +1 7 630 193] 1481 191
South ALLANtiC.cscserecossssonrsrsnes 0} +9 + 6 8 799 +38 [ ~4 6" 1,130 1541 1131 178
West South Central.ceesescecocssenes +12 + 6 +11 [ 3,905 +22 -1 g 6,562 271 2061 245
Paci;ic.z..-........................._ + 6 -9 -5 6 536 +1 -3 5 1,100 2921 287 | 268

JOHOLIY eesseonsassosoncencassasosornes + 7 -5 + 8 155 5,877 + 6 -1 79 10,107 2631 2631 256
Now Englandeesccesosescossscocnsssen +16 -9 +9 6 99 c c c ¢ [ [ e
Hiddle Atlantit.escececceseseesssans + 7 -10 +13 38 1,052 +10 -1 12 1,541 ‘270 2561 260
East North Gentral.sessscesccossesss =1 =14 +6 L5 1,825 +13 +2 24 3,544 2621 2311 218
West North Centralecosescesescscssns + b -4 + 7 15 707 +16 [« 8 623 233 209 | a8
PACifiCueecrcccessrscrisasvorsonsone +19 + 8 +10 35 1,764 -1 - b -~ 23 3,266 249 | 297 | 291

Luber and building materials....eeeee | +28 | ~2 | 418 53 9,386 +32 | +3 26 5,047 90| 93] 8y
Middle ALLBNbAC..sseseenssrnscecsass | #45 | ~ 4 +12 10 2,198 ¢ ¢ e ¢ ¢ e e
Tasgt North Contral..ecessciccrseneas 436 | + 5 +21 12 1,454 [ e e [} e e c
Wost North Centraliesvecscsecsensees | 424 | +1 +25 5 shhl c [ c ¢ [ 4 e
South ALLanbiCecsssevesescsersevsens +12 + 2 +15 8 1,082 [ c ¢ [ e c e
PaclfiCiessscnccassassarersnovencons +42 + 6 +33 9 1,616 +26 -2 7 1,219 121 | 128 | 121

Hachinery, 6quipment, supplies

(excapt 616ctTical)cscnccescosronnrcas -2 -4 + 8 41 L, 947 + 9 + 1 31 6,336 171 | 152 | 160
New Englandeeesscescasesscascsoscsse | =12 | =5 +22 5 304 ¢ c ¢ ¢ e ¢ ¢
Middle AblantiGesssesscesessosssecss -3 -17 +8 6 621 +12 -3 I 908 164 | 142 | 139
East North Centralecsscsccssescseces -3 +3 -k 12 1,001 -4 + 6 7 887 162 153 | 128
South AtlantiC..esssescessscsvescscs -6 =10 +3 é 289 -2 0 A 260 |,;186| 172 | 173
West South Central..sceeeseesccccnes +1 =19 +38 5 666 +15 -3 4 1,217 243 | 207 | 198
PacifiC.cscssscresceransernserssnven =17 -6 =15 7 597 +33 ¢} I 1,103 | 301 189 | 318

MotalBoscsscessrensoncnessessssssconca +15 -10 +12 21 5,055 + l -3 11 4,267 6 | 176 | 132

Optical gOOdB.esecaeserssoonssacesans | +2 | =6 0 8 189 -3l | -3 A Lo | 166 | 260 | 164

Paints and varniohesS.ceeesesvecssecscn -6} -6 +11 20 1,425 24 | -1 8 201 133 | 126 | 133

Plubing and heating supplies.sseessss | +7 | =10 | 411 60 5,083 9 | +3 | 32 hydl9 1 270 | 159 | 157
New England.ceseeceseescsonsencsssen +12 =13 +23 7 300 ¢ ¢ ¢ [ e [ e
Middle AL1antiC.cessesssecascsssssan | =3 | =9 + b 17 1,145 3L |+ 4 6 69 182 | W47 | 177
Eagt North Central.ccescsseccscisess + 9 -7 +12 13 1,154 + 5 + b n 1,828 179 | 187 | 163
West North Central.ceecececisssvacss | + 8 0 +10 8 722" +7T | +6 5 752 131 | 129 § 125
PacifiCiceessrsrcconssasssncesassens +5 ~19 +10 L 889 c ¢ c c [ ¢ c

Refrigeration equipment, parts : . )

(COMMOTCAAL) varaosasennreresoseraenses | <12 | +3 | ~4 18 75 -5 | +3 13 ‘1,222 | 229 | 203 | 218

Surgiecal, medical, equipment .

aup?liest........,...?..I.,....:..'....... +15 + 2 + 9 28 ' 3,024 +15 +3 19 2,732 107 »107 106
Middle ALLANbLC.ssssssescecesrsonsse | #3 | =5 | 41 7 210 | .43 | ~3 5 - 231§ 312|193 | 269
East, North Contralsssesesavesenscece | +20 | + 7 +14 8 Z,ﬁ +13 | +4 6 1,819 92 | 98| 9%
Soubh AtlantiCeesesssisscsorecvacaen + 3 -1 +10 L 71 c ¢ ¢ e e ¢ e
West South Centralcicesesssecsscess | +12 | =7 +13 5 338 +32 | +5 4 32 127 | 107 | 112

BOOT.susiusanisasnsensenninioesnnsnses | =3 | =1 | 43 0 1,633 | 435 | +3 29 690 | 59| wu| 57
Middle AbLantiC.ceecssssresvesoscsan | +6 | +9 +9 8 332 +24 | 42 6 126 39| 33| 38
East North Central...ieecesovsnceses -4 | =1 + 5. 1 521 432 | +3 7 129 W | 24 bh
South AblantiCeesssesssoasssseossase | #1 | <15 {43 5 303 +68 | 411 b 91 78 | 49| 58
PacifiCessssonssrssacnsrennrnasense | =3 | +1 + 4 4 242 e ¢ e e e e e

Chemicals, industrial.sesscccsscocsses +10 ~18 | -3 i1 1,008 +11 +1 [ 798 142 |1 134 {11

$rp2y

(Continued on next page)




i

Page 4 TABIE 1. - WHOIESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GROGRAPHIC DIVIST

MAY 1948

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-salest
Percent change May 1948 sample | Percent change | May 1948 sample ratios
Kind of business 5 mos., ] ‘ , ‘
and Lois | 1908 | 10" | Mo of | meportea | M¥, 1ays |No. “of | Beported
geographie division from | from | from firns dollar from | from | firms dollar Mey | May | Apr.
May | Apr. | § mos, | Teport- | - sales May Apr. report- values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
1947 | 1948 l?b,'[b ing (&dd 000) 1947 1948 ing (Gd.d 000)
Clothing and furnishings ] .
(6XCODE BHOEB) sececrorarrecrresorinsass e 2 | =14 | +2 28 $3,450 +31 | +3 13 $1,334 221 160] 190
Middle ALLENEEC.esevesrsvsrnessoncss] =1 | <17 | +7 | 11 2,960 +35 1 +3 5 1,004 230| 154 184
1 o | =17 -15 -20 5 138 [ [ ] ¢ el ¢ [}
PacifiCieisnceccossecncencnnsonsonsse | =29 - ~27 4 65 [ [ ¢ e [ ¢ ¢
008Lursreraranassesecornerennsennenenes | 413 | 14 | 425 8 3,3 | k| oe27 5 1,751 gl | 70
Confectionery.csoscscssssesssrsssaceees] O -1 + b 48 2,049 +3 +2 1 25 1,205 86) 81| 8t
Mlddle AtLlantiCeessieseersccsencrness| =3 -1 +7 6 351 ¢ ¢ ¢ e c ¢ °
East North Centralesecsssssscescesese| =5 -5 +9 7 294 [ c c [ c ] e
South AtlanticC.eeseescreescesnsernnes =2 +1 -5 12 319 c [ [ [ [ c [
East South Contrale.ceeecssessssssecses | + 5 -2 +9 9 386 [ ¢ ] c [ ¢ ¢
Wost South Centraleseiesssssceoscensss | #18 +1 + 1 1 131 c -] c [} c [ ¢
Dairy and poultry productS.seecesiessss |+ 7 + 2 +12 24 6,089 +15 +12 14 £ 32| 20] 29
Middle At1amticesenssresasaserescnce{+3 | =1 | 415 5 3,35, ¢ ¢ e o el ¢ e
East North Central.cescecsecssescarss | +28 +19 +15 u 1,296 e [] [ ] c ] [
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)...|+ 2 -9 + 5 167 38,024 + 7 -2 131 57,680 1941 1851 179
How ENgIandesssrsencscncnsssacnoacnas |3 | =7 | +7 13 2,003 +9 | =5 10 2,949 192 180 | 183
Middle Atlantic... +1 -9 +3 20 6,527 +7 1] -3 1, 6,965 158 150 151
East North Central +5 «~10 + 8 26 6,639 +10 -1 18 1,377 1671 15971 151
~ Vest North Central.. ersesseses |+ & «10 +6 18 Ly344 +14 -2 17 7,170 1881 171 b
South AtlantiC...e.. sevowreves |+ 3 -9 + 6 29 4,711 + 7 -2 21 6,997 2211 209 | 202
East South Centraleseesesseocasccacsa| O -9 +4 15 2,713 +15 -2 13 4,952 2141 185 | 196
Wast South Centralessseacecsscenconcs |+ & -9 + 7 18 3,986 + &4 -1 13 6,523 215 | 213.] 198
Hounbain.eessessorseseronsersvssnsass | 4+ 8 -7 +11 12 1,904 +10 -1 10 3,857 ‘2081 204 195
PacifiCicoacecesntsesvocnrovonsoonsa = 1 -1 +3 16 5,197 0 -1 15 10,890 211 | 209 | 190
Dry goodB.cessesosssssccccaseescaasense |4 2 -10 + 4 161 42,060 +15 + 2 107 63,222 2391 205 | 216
New England.eececsasorccrcassssneanes |+ 9 -3 -8 6 370 +10 6] [ 788 213 | 212 | 205
Middle 'Atlant.ic....................,. +10 -4 +11 L5 7,436 +14 + 3 26 7,927 181 | 154 1 174
East North Central,..ecesseasacccssos |= 3 -4 (v} 11 1,663 17 0 10 3,488 213 | 176 | 205
West North Centr&l.ssscesscvesscscess | =9 ~6 -3 11 6,346 +17 + 6 11 15,408 243 | 188y 216
South AtLantiCescesvsacscesaseacosess | = 2 -1 +2 25 3,225 +16 0 16 6,216 257 | 224 | 255
Esst -South Central.. -4 -7 -8 15 1,671 +12 +2 10 3,053 280 | 228 | 246
West South Central -10 ~12 =12 10 1,207 +22 0 7 2,349 26;!. 191 | 222
Yountaineeeeoeess +1 -9 + 2 8 8 +11 -4 6 1,562 2107 ‘188 | 192
PacifiCicevrerasse +12 -12 +14 18 4,113 -2 +5 10 5,994 2821 311 | 22,
Farm supplieS..eieeeecesscscsccscsosnss | 4L ~26 +10 16 4,261 +35 =17 8 872 78 61 81
Fresh fruits and vegetableS..eeeeesoens | = 4 + 2 + 1 68 5,571 415 -9 43 604 18 15 21
NewEngland.............;............ «17 +9 -3 9 L37 c [ e [ [ ‘e ¢
Middle Atlantic, N + 5 +7 +3 17 1,849 (] ] [ [ e ] (]
East North Central covone |= T + 2 +3 15 752 c c c c [ [ e
West North Central.cssseesesssvescens |= 7 =10 + 7 5 392 c ] ¢ c c c ]
South Atlantic.ececscsscresssessacass | =10 -4 +3 9 525 c [ [ 3 e c c c
PacifiC.cenessecnscsecesosensssncnsss | =10 -2 + b 6 1,124 -20 ~hdy 4 70 7 9 13
Groceries, totaliveeeessesecnassersrens |+ 7 - b +5 602 " | 100,458 + 2 s} 370 99,246 147 1 155 | 1431
Non-affiliated full-line ) . .
Whol0881ers uvueesrennsevenneronneens L4 6 1 <4 | +4 353 51,741 +5 o | 208 56,551 153 | 154 | s
ﬂ::ﬁngi:ixdﬁ -119_ -13. .li 6 3223 e . . \ ..c . .
0 Atlantic.sscessncencsossiscnss | - + 22 s485 +1, 3 8 oL 126 | 1261 130
East North Contralesececessvesecensss |+ 1 -5 0 56 7,461 -2 0 26 2:77-? . 16? 163 1?514
West North Centralesessssescssscssees |+12 -*3 +9 56 8,768 +12 +7 L 13,748 1791 185 | 162
South Atlantic.sseecsvrsessinanenones [+ 2 -2 + 1 66 7,078 +17 -3 30 1,260 130 | 115 | 130
East South Central..vececsoccencscses 1= 6 -3 -l 36 3,795 -8 -3 23 3,105 114 | 1100 132
West South Centralesescsisicnsraveene [+ 9 | =6 | 410 88 13,655 +2, o é2 14,512 136 | 122 | 128
Mountain..........»................... + 3 -1 -3 11 2,299 =20 -3 8 h,268 271 279 222
P:ciﬁc................,............. +10 -8 +3 12 4,317 -21 -4 4 3,701 1601 205 | 145
292y
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TABIE 1. - WHOIESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY' KIND OF BUSINESS AVD GTOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Puge §

‘a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived
business) for an identical group of firms,
b Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

¢ Insufficient data to show separately.
d Not affiliated with voluntery or cooperative groups.

States comprising geographic divisions:

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. L., Vt.)

Middle Atlantiec - (N. J., N, Y., Pa.)

East North Central - (I11., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr,;
N. Dak., 3. Dak.)

#rp1y

MAY 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION WHEKE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sales ‘ Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Percent thange May 1948 sample | Percent chenge May 1943 sample ratios
Kind of business . . : -
and g;Zg I{;{g 5137,;" No. of | Reported %{a }1211;8 No. of | Reported
geographic division trom | from| from firms dollar from | from firms dollar May | Apr.
- les rhe values | 19481 1947 | 1948
May | Apr. | 5 mos, | FePOrt sa Apr, | TePO
1917 | 1948 | Taoupb | fne [ (add 000) | jop, | yGi5 | dms | (aaa 000)
Voluntary-group wholesalers.csssesseee]| + 6| =73 + 2 131 $29,930 0 4] 9% 328,949 155 | 162 | 150
Now England.seseeseesescnsunsssvacnse | # 6 o] +6 10 2,558 +7 | - 5 1,060 | 135] 138 125
. Middle Atlantic.ceeecsssrensessrosces] + 8] =3 + 4 36 8,764 -15 -6 19 ) Y31 171} 142
+3 -2 +3 38 7,859 + 6 ] 31 8,378 1) 137 k2
\ +16 + 7 -1 26 5592 + 7 + 3 2l 10,929 1891 207 | 197
South AtlantiC.eseceeeseccocacecnsese| + 3 -6 + 4 9 1,330 + 8 -2 5 8L 1371 124 | 138
PaeifiCetcenciecesinencercoressscanee | =6 -23 + 2 8 2,667 -9 -1 7 3,050 143 140 105
Rotailer-cooperative warehouses,..,... | 422 | ~1 | 417 2 7,91k +8 0 12 5,500 | 335 1501 137
Middle ALLantiCeseeeseseecasosrneoane | 427 | ~4 | #20 7 1,797 e e ¢ o e | e e
West North Central.esessecscssencanss |+ 427 -4 +11 L 1,575 ] e [ e ¢ e [
Specialty lines wholesalers..sesesvsss | +10 -5 + b ‘ 97 10,873 =11 -3 56 8,246 2091 1381 105
New Englandeseessevsoseerssoeasesnces | + 1 ~18 +5 9 344 -1 + 6 6 167 62 61 46
Jiddle Atlanticecsceseccescncencnness | +10 + 2 + 1 L2 2,768 +17 +3 13 2,078 105 99 | 105
East North Central.sceseescsesssvisee | + 5 -7 + 2 11 519 + 4 -k . I 118 70 86 69
South ALlantiC.ceeescessncrsecssanees | +11 - b + 6 22 1,698 + 4 -8 12 1,42 9L | 103 98
East South Centrale.eeecssvervencevess | = 5 -2 0 L 183 c < ¢ c ¢ c. [
West South Contralesescsescersvessnes | =4 | =1 -4 6 383 c e [ e ¢ ¢ c
PacifiCecsnecnrorsrccnnsionenarnninss | #13 | =10 | "+ 6 20 by 721 c e [ ¢ ¢ c ¢
Loeather and shoe £finding8...ceeesscvene | =35 -6 =10 28 567 -1 -1 13 999 369 | 359 | 351
Middle AtlantiCiseerscocencaenssesess | =7 | ~13 -6 -] 67 ¢ e ¢ ¢ c c e
East North Central..seesisececncacees | = 4 0 -4 5 92 [ c ¢ c [ ¢ e
West North Contral.veeessssscneanncns | =9 -8 -6 5 72 ¢ ¢ e e e e c
PacifiCecieescansorsvercsnncnsrscesos | = 6 -5 =15 5 275 e c [ c ¢ ¢ ¢
Moats and A3t ProductB.ceceesessceeces | +26 0 +21 - JA ] 18,731 | +26 -3 36 11,418 6h | 6k | 66
Middle ALLantiC.cesecsesesvensonasnne ] #28 | + 9 | 420 11 4,863 -3 o 1 2,241 ¥ | 611 s0
East North Central Y +25 -7 +31 12 6,135 +53 -3 n 5,512 20 Th a7
South AtlantiCesiceecasesessnssconsas | +2 | <10 + 8 5 1,234 +24 + 5 L 622 50 42 43
PacifiCeesasesvacerconnecoscessassans | +34 +7 +38 A 1,787 +37 + 4 L 530 30 29 31
Paper and 1t8 product8.eeecocsaceiecese | = 5 -6 + 2 59 7,406 +45 + L 28 5,110 156 | 100 | 139
Middle AtlantiC.ssseseenesrasescssecs | ~11 -5 -3 16 1,429 +l;6 -2 10 1,037 109 6l | 108
East Norbh Central...cciisicsccsencess | = 8 -5 +1 19 3,786 +58 +9 8 1,517 127 70 | 109
South AtlantiCevesscseesssssessnncees | =10 -8 +3 8 n7 [ c c ] e c [
POLTOLOWNeeseseuvannneonrassnrenneeneee | 427 | =5 | 433 27 1,02 | 4 | +1 25 655 | 66 | 7 | 61
Shoes. and other foobwear..eeesencesaces | =21 -28 - +11 28 8,854 +42 +14 19 10,428 130 Th 82
TobacCo PrOUCEBe.sesecrscaosesacoonnes | = 6 | - 3 +1 249 30,067 b -2 129 11,276 b | 57 | 6k
-3 ] -3 +8 19 2,571 +2h -2 . 8 333. 48 38 | 49
10| -2 | -2 62 12,053 +11 0 37 6,757 70| 56| 69
-1 -3 +3 50 6,261 A1 |-z 20 1,293 51| 56 | 56
South AtlantiC..eesvesescsaccscsosaes | =1 | -8 +1 17 1,778 + 2 -3 12 875 59 1 57| 57
West South Centralecicscececceceessss | =B +1 -5 26 1,821 + 8 -4 9 51 59 56 63
Mounbaifeceveveesesccasneansssnsances | + 2 + 1 -1 19 1,153 +15 + 7 i 340 70 56 T
PacifiCecsccesrcncnenrsavsrossnsnnees | ~Lh -12 + 1 18 1,391 =15 -8 8 248 N7 51 [
ML606LLANS0UB o v vererrsssrernnnneseis: | =5 | <11 | 42 1 230 | sn1 | -6 6 1,950 197 |57 | 204

by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment

East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn,)

West South Central - (Ark., La., Okla,, Tex,)
Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho
Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.

S Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 5.C., Va., W. Va.)
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MAY 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GHOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

TABIE 2. - WHOIESAEERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABIE AND OOHEC'E'IONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

Kind of business

Collection percentages 8

Accounts receivabile
percent change

May 1948 sample

and

2 72¢

. No. of Accounts
geographic division May May April Mag 1248 llagrlma £irms receivable as of
rom om
report- May 1, 1948
1848 1047 1848 May 1047 | April 1048 oe (a1 000)
United States total.-vssccacccrasoncasooss 100 108 104 +15 41 2,582 -$406,186
New Englandeccecssssoccsoscescccesescconvarscns 96 io2 98 +12 -2 184 20,142
Middle Atlanticeceseoscsccossoossossevescorcnes 108 119 114 +15 2 500 71,911
Best North Centralosessicoccsscscoevsenncnscccns 106 111 111 +10 + 2 4582 66,475
- West North Centralicseccescsssessveccsossscecsa o2 99 95 +17 3 273 70,081
South Atlenbicesessconscccocncsnsnscsonvsveasss 98 100 100 +17 o} 813 42,738
East South Centralesessccscescrocssesncovnsoses 102 111 108 +18 + 2 129 18,490
West South Contralecssescrscocssscsncssncancoss 110 * 118 113 +17 + 3 205 32,3381
Mountalfesssevecssssnscnssscseorcsonsassssossaa - 106 111 110 +17 +6 87 11,795
PacifiCeessesscsssnconcsoscconnassascsnasacssscs 96 103 01 +15 [C 253 52,843
Automotive supplieSescrcscssccoeccscsoncsorsnoas 88 90 84 +1 + 38 142 7,797
NeW Bnglanidesseesecorcasascesossosassossssons 77 78 70 +86 -1 6 349
Middle Atlanticecseccescasececossccsscanccanal 76 82 75 + 8 + 7 34 775
East North Centralessscscrscscecsnconsencscss 108 104 102 -7 -4 32 1,102
West North Ceatral... tesssccacsvenonse 88 92 87 + 6 + g 26 8,087
Socuth Atlantice«... cssesesne 81 88 83 + 9 -4 .8 480
West South Centrale«s.. esoesesnoseenesen 103 87 88 + 7 -3 5 166
Mountain-......n.-......._.-....-n-......-.. 62 74 64 -4 +90 4 185
PacifiCesceeveccseasosenenescvcensoscosseoaasne 78 82 76 -7 + 3 23 1,5§7
Electrical group, tot8lecvecescsccaveocorenesse 90 95 86 +17 + 4 526 115,244
Full-line wholesalersvesceseccnsovcsvossccavas 88 o4 95 +17 + 4 269 101,982
NEW ENGlandseecesessesnsscsosssoacsssrosansen 91 ‘92 95 +7 -3 31 5,812
Hiddle AtlantiCessecescooessoscconsssorsvesane 86 98 94 +20 + 2 56 15,258
East North Centraleeccscsccsccececsseccesscnss 94 100 98 +13 + 9 €8 20,885
West North Centralscecececscssans cosnses 82 86 91 +12 0 38 12,082
South Atlanbiceessccssscesssasrese eseesvosn 88 oz 93 =420 + 4 80 14,669
East South Centréleccscseceesssscserscascsvae 88 95 111 +27 + 8 18 o 4,713
West South Centralecscececsoccsscsssesesrance 87 88 96 27 +12 41 10,330
MHountainesoeeseecsvecasescosscesenccioncanseen 85 88 02 +25 +12 17 3,743
PacificCscressssssrssssasecsenosuocarssonsasoea 89 93 84 +16 -4 40 14,450
Wiring supplies, construction
materials Aistribuborgcscicecccecssrsccrsranes 87 96 87 +11 + 8 85 6,832
HeW England..ssasasesccsesesssscsonssossansne 87 95 81 +2 -3 10 485
Middle AblanbiCiceccesrscecs 85 20 o5 .2 + 8 22 1,198
East North Centralscseccscccescacanesescacesons 87 87 86 + 6 +:5 22 1,289
West North Centralecsecesscessccoscaconossoan 87 86 88 +12 + 2 [+3 647
South AtlantiCeeseessscvrcceccrsssarcsacocaos 93 121 90 #22 +20 15 1,824
West Soubh Central.cccoccrtosconscsecsscronee 80 82 79 0 -6 5 437
Pacificectcoscentretarestariorncirnicnroscnas 82 88 7R +14 -1 ? 468
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.csscece 117 120 118 +12 + 1 62 6,430
New Englendesecescsesccvecvcnsssunscsssoasoce 132 162 1zg +26 -9 5 311
Middle AtlantiCesessesssssecsocesccosassornns 97 126 113 +34 +19 10 1,020
East North Central. 131 140 129 +«11 B 12 956
West North Central. vosresrcscrsvearas 111 109 118 + 6 -7 8 856
South AtlanticCesesccececcsecscesensennnsncans 147 137 128 +30 -9 9 1,226
PACifiCescesnsecsososoasascrorscsasassacsssssl 17 90 114 + 1 +10 8 677
Furniture and house furnishingsecescssecaceooss 86 91 90 +36 2] 37 8,824
Now Englandesesscessecescoossssosacosrsosanss 7% 88 72 +24 0 6 1,238
Middle Atlanticesessrscoecsassovossconnsasnces 88 95 93 +42 -2 8 1,766
Wost North Centraliececeecssseacesescsscrcace 89 80 26 +45 +1 4 3,591
West South Centralececesccsncecessosscsnconss 82 83 76 +21 -1 4 814
PacifiCeccscesssacsorcococnsseoscovoncnnonpoce 71 a 76. +60 + 2 7 874
Hardwoy@eeevesvssssscancsrccoessonsssocespesacc 88 87 88 4+18 + 3 113 50,578
Middle Atlanticeescescoocssconsssssssanscccan o1 95 89 +14 -2 22 7,128
East North Ceatral.... 89 99 80 +13 0 15 T,677
West North Central.esossess 84 97 85 R4 +i1 17 15,010
South AtlantiCesecevsccoesoscssessscacooesnsd 80 102 87 +25 -2 17 2,015
East South Centralecesosaciososrsevns 90 29 91 +23 + 1 8 2,777
West South Centralecescscsccscssccsos oo fele] 105 100 +19 + 3 14 3,827
Mountainessessessseaesacoscnnses o a5 92 93 +23 + 8 4 888
PacifiCecsssscosceccnsorsssrosesavrsssesceccs 87 94 85 +15 + 1 15 10,0086
Industrial supplieScecesossrcocsosascccssscseed 82 91 97 + 4 + 2 59 . 9,025
New England.evsseceescsossvoscvosssnessccesssd 69 85 71 +32 + 1 5 750
Middle AtlantiCesceecssscsosssceccassscescscd o6 %4 101 -8 -1 17 1,808
East North Centraleescoe. cusecssd 26 B9 93 -12 =18 9 884
South Atlantices.. 0svsescos00od 89 o4 02 + 4 +12 7 818
West South Centralesecocoesoccssesoscossossed oy 101 ni. +18 +11 5 2,798
PacificCececosssscocosvesnosesstconcosacsscosed 89 69 71 -8 - 8 853

(Continued on next page)
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TABIE 2, - WHOIESAIFERS! ACCOUNTS RECEIVABIE AND COLIECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
' MAY 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISGLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Accounts receivable
Collection percentages & percent change May 1848 sample
Kind of business
and . Nos of Accounts
geographic division May ¥ay - April mzrt::e M‘zrtz‘a firms receivable as of
i 1948 1847 1948 A report— May 31, 1948
Mey 1947 | Apr.1948 (2ad " 000)

JOWELryescocoresccracncacccesrsrtecscrnoconnee 60 68 8l +19 +'5 118, $8,257
Middle AtlantiCesecocesscscsucvensoconceenee 65 72 66 +3 -2 29 1,076
East North Centralescsssces 58 e7 62 +25 +8 34 3,070
West North Centralececesases Ks% 75 73 +17 + 3 13 842
PacifiCececcreedsoccssceresvocsarcnscscnenae 58 63 87 +19 + 5 o7 2,496

Lumber and building materialsesescsscesescsrns 102 116 105 +32 + 9 49 8,820
Middle AtlantiCeesscescscssssssoscresvescass 99 105 102 +50 +27 8 2,133
East North Centraleessssccess 99 121 106 +49 +21 12 1,514
West North Centraless. 0 11s 100 +84 0 4 1,519
South Atlantic.. 118 143 118 +24 +6 7 854
Pacificecsercnecceseicncntrorncsccscnsnsnses 102 108 28 +58 0 9 1,543

Machinery, equipment, supplies
(except @lectrical)eeesccocsssessacssvncccces 85 85 90 -2 + 6 34 4,567
New ENglandeeesceccessssvecsvioscsccascoeseon 61 69 62 +6 + 5 4 4113
Middle Atlanticee.s secsrsesvroiesansiace 104 104 110 +11 -1 4 613
East North Centraleseceessccercsveccsecanses 73 73 82 19 +16 8 694
Sonth AtlantiCsescescorsorcocrrcrsansessaans 76 86 93 +1 +5 4 182
West South Centraliceeeveisesssccoscccessons 104 70 103 =11 +7 4 615
PacifiCecsveccescscrarscrrsscsenssecccsnesne 74 7 7] -9 -6 5 582
t

Hetalseesareorsnocossceccrrcnsrassvevossosesve 120 117 119 +26 ~1 15 5,048
Optical g0OdSsssveessoncscscsssassososcssasans 80 o4 87 +12 -8 7 209
Paints and varnisheseeeesvecerecssoesccosccces 67 8l . 78 +10 +11 8 1,398
Plumbing and heating suppliescsesscccscescrase 84 86 85 +18 +3 56 5,941
. New Englandececesscorececescaces: 82 84 78 +27 0 ] 362
Middle AtlantiCecccoescssccrevesscocrensnsce 80 80 87 +5 -2 15 1,306
East North Centralececscesscesscscsssssscecee 80 88 K} +20 + 3 13 1,414
West North Centralssscecssosscocssecossssons g1 87 85 +23 +16 7 758
PaCifiCersrercrsaresonssesnesstnessescasesea 76 76 80 217 +1 4 1,209
Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial)... 88 87 82 -12 + 2 16 744
Surgical, medical, equipment, Supplies...e.se. 63 59 [+ + 3 +1 28 4,452
Middle AtlantiCssercsesccssssorcsencacoscsee 55 56 55 +3 0 7 341
East North Centralecceeeccecscsocsccesscrsses 62 58 82 + 2 +1 8 3,058
West South Centralecsscecessvvococvrssrscces 76 89 66 +11 +3 5 479
2 ~215 257 281 +25 +13 14 298
Chemicals, industrialecesessccsvccrecscearanea 82 86 89 + 8. + 7 11 1,331
Clothing and furnishings {except 8hoes)eeescee 87 108 23 _+26 +3 22 4,113
Middle A1AntLCessscorsecercsesssosnsarososs]| 90 110 97 +32 +5 ) 3,511
C0ALeaiasscesssrarassasonsanconnnnnarnensmenaa] ~ 111 121 105 +18 26 8 2,559
CONfECtiONerTecssenstacescansonsnnsescosaranes] 124 149 151 +20 +5 24 795
Dairy and poultry productScsecesscossscssncses 140 179 156 +39 + 7 17 3,200
Drugs and sundriles (liquor excluded)eseccscsecs 102 106 104 +10 + 1 76 14,472
New Englandsssesesessecossscosnsasscassonese| 108 114 127 +14 +14 6 757
Middle AtlanbicCessecossosscesccrescenscncanca 85 95 o7 +10 + 4 10 3,556
East North Central.esecessssceccosccsssosens 97 103 97 als o] 13 2,704
West North Centrale.. 112 117 116 + 9 0 8 1,701
South AtlantiGesesseses 108 115 10 +10 -1 17 2,879
East South Centralesceccececssesovocecosasne 96 100 26 +11 +1 7 762
West South Centralessssevsevecscecnsnsoosens 108 107 10 + 2 -4 8 1,999
DXy EOO0S+rsvrearssascossossseossasssonnnnnnne 64 79 68 . +19 -1 159 47,152
sosesescescens 79 87 75 +28 + 8 5 431
¥iddle AtlantiCeecesscases eeroscservsrenese 75. 85 82 +13 -4 29 6,546
East North Centraleesecsssessscscecorescnses 75 84 83 +3 -4 1 2,158
West North Centralescecescsecocscsssscscaans 56 62 s7 + 7 +1 1n 11,376
South Atlanticssesevvoccesnsoncorssssrenssas 68 88 €8 +28 -3 22 4,485
East South Centraleccsereccececesacsoonsssone 72 82 74 + 7 -3 15 2,529
West South Centralicesssecessoces 64 74 87 +14 + 2 9 1,466
Hountaifeeveesescsooossererosocnas 73 90 78 +19 -5 8 1,108
PaCifiCescccnarovcnransioscrcrcvoncsnsoersas 73 88 83 . +24 0 16 5,804
FArm SUPPLieSeecssacrecccesscnsccoscaiscesscns 97 96 96 +20 ~11 10 3,840

Hryy g

(Continued on next page)
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WHOIESAIERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABIE AND COLIECTIONS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISTONS
. EM MAY 1948
’ {DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

a Accounts receivable i
Collection percentages percent change ilay 1948 sample

Kind of ‘business N " N N

and 0. o ccounts

848
geographic division Moy May April Magri:i 8 mgmi f:l.rm: re;:;-”gghl;za“
1948 1947 1948 repors-= »
i May 1848 Aprf 1048 ing (add  000)

Fresh fruits and vegetablese-toeseessssscesscso] 182 197 185 0 -1 51 1,812
New Englandes«cossesscsssoscocssssossscsssses] 169 192 176 -5 +15 9 199
Middle AtlantiCecosscessococsocsscvecsosssscs| 101 189 166 +10 ~11 12 440
East North Centralecsceccsscccscsessscscsscse 188 229 221 +25 +27 8 192
West North Centraleesecesoscscscessccocsesans| 226 223 238 -4 -1 4 110
South AtlantiCeescsovesenceesesscocsoscoraces lel 187 182 +25 +16 8 285
PacifiCrereccsvssanssosscnnnvaconnssvossevonas) =218 208 201 23 -2 5 422
Groceries, total.seecscsssoccassvoasasuasesases] 150 161, 155 - sl4 +2 465 52,80%
Non~affiliated full-line wholesaleraPeesesacas] 157 72 160 +15 [1] R76 27,191
New Englandsseecscesscsnssscersrscocasssscase 92 101 106 + R +11 4 702
Yiddle Atlanticesvoseccsccssssarsne seecess] 149 192 168 +38 +12 18 1,994
East North Centralsescescess veece]| 140 137 138 + 5 -1 51 . 5,207
¥est North Centralecsescevccascssescsccccenss]| 187 213 202 +27 + 4 46 4,222
South AtlantiCescescsecscsocescscccesncoarans} 170 183 172 +14 +5 49 34163
Esst South Centralescescescsssccsecscnssessesf 160 169 161 + 7 0 30 2,026
West South Centralececccssccessercccssesscovoe| 167 188 156 +17 -8 64 6,077
Mounbtalneeeoscssensoersssossecssrsssnasssscee 129 147 142 +*10 + 4 10 1,548
PacifiCesccesnosscssssnsssecscsessrenssassons 138 170 152 +15 0 4] 2,252
Voluntary-group wholesalersessscssovcsosecessal 180 158 158 + 9 + 4 100 14,707
New Englandsecssocssoocessscssoscsccscconssos| 111 119 116 +18 +12 10 2,801
Middle 4tlantiCeeseesccsvosvoscsascasisoseans| 143 153 153 +10 ] 27 4,804
East North Centralecscececsvescnscccecsncnceee| 225 219 281 -3 -1 3 1,240
West North Centrale.ss.cccecaressoscecesccsnces 141 148 134 +14 +11 23 3,754
South AtlantiCeecescocscascscessevesencoceesses] 187 211 205 +17 + 8 6 . 521
PacifiCevseseoecosesereanconcssascsornsanovssn 177 174 210 -4 -7 8 1,542
Retailer—cooperative warehouseSssecesecscessse| 172 178 169 +27 [s] 18 3,680

Middle ALIAntiCesssosssrsosescrsseseensracess] 200 208 211 +28 -4 5 699
West North Centralesescsccssseceasscesscscsce 83 80 82 +16 -1 4 1,201
Specialty lines wholesalerSeeeecceccccsesceces] 110 118 122 413 +3 78 7,225
New Englandseecscssscsscocecsocnoncrsessrscess| 191 210 174 +18 -18 8 141
Middle AtlantiCescescscscscassscos 105 12 121 + 6 + 3 17 1,845
East North Central... 187 177 156 +10 -14 9 285
South AtlantiCesceessesscoss 141 130 145 +10 +7 - 14 034
West South Centralecesvsocccosereconcovascasss) 108 127 115 +27 + 6 5 159
PacifiCececcnsassrsrrsessssvososrvesecrcssons 96 108 111 +19 + 5 17 3,733
Leather and shoe findingSeesvescscsssncossscnso 68 78 ) 68 +.7 +13 19 702
Middle AtlantiCescesscoescosrcovsnssnonessenso 68 o1 65 +33 +16 E] 57
East North Centralecssccosesecscosesncsressces) . 78 106 89 +26 +13 4 98
West North Cenbtralecsssocscssceccascsonsvvoss 83 82 68 +22 C 9 4 108
PacifiCessesesvesreroccorassssosscsanaroacaas 68 71 63 -7 +13 4 379
Yeats and Meat productS.eccesessvseccvorcsssenes 241 ‘264 264 +36 + 4 39 6,921

)

Middle At1antiCseessseossocssasossbocoscoseasl 219 222 224 +24 +10 1 1,901
Basth North Centraleccececcsstesseisvosacscnssf 273 276 299 +21 «l4 12 1,886
South Atlantic.icescsceeoses covssssnancsss 207 310 267 +46 +18 4 554
PACATiC.+esssoessssasasssssososoncsanssncssee| 228 266 257 +56 +15 4 680
Paper and its productSessoscosscsscaceescacsecs 96 i00 101 -4 -5 51 7,028
Middle Atlanticescescocscscscscrsacsssesaecnas 97 88 95 =10 -7 13 1,273
Fast North Centralscsescscoscsccecevosvosssesf 100 106 108 -8 -7 19 3,728
South Atlantic.esescessceasosssscoescsssccass| 101 94 98 =17 -7 7 619
PobroletNsenesosonscsccsoororssesvenocscncacnessol 122 125 123 +29 -5 24 797
Shoes and other footwearsssesesessssssosceccces 71 .76 75 +2 -14 26 16,894
Tobacco ProductBescesssssscssscsssarassssssssse 187 207 199 + 9 3 158 10,357
Now Englandecoesesseoscossssasassssasnuesecas| 164 177 173 + 7 + 2 4 1,348
Middle AtlamtiCecsooossrcesrssocassscseeccnsel 220 253 243 +8 + 7 48 4,464
East North Cealraleessscecscncovossescsaranss] 168 181 178 +20 + 3 26 2,072
South AtlanticC.esecssesccssseeascrvosecsssces] 154 164 154 +11 -2 12 768
VWest South Central.secscsscoveecscesrssnceases] 141 148 139 +10 -2 13 374
Mountalneseeeeosasonsssrasarnsssssorsssaseresl 134 137 124 ~14 -6 16 241
PacifiCececsesssncsoravecsssssasssrosncacsnne 142 146 J4z -8 -8 12 610
HigcellaneousScecosscecoceecsnssesscrsscssasosace 93 98 99 + 9 -7 g8 | 2,204

a Collection percentages are obtained by dividing the collsctions by accounts receivable for an idemtical group of firms.
b Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
Y10y
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'REPORT*

SALES, INVENTORIES, AND CREDITS

For Release UNITED STATES SUMMARY = GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
August 3, 1948 . ‘ JUNE 1948

Data contained herein were compiled from confidential reports submitted to the Bureau of
the Census by 2,747 merchant wholesalers representing all parts of the country and the  various
lines of trade. June sales of the 2,747 wholesalers totaled $4199,288,000,

June dollar sales of the 2,747 merchant wholesalers were up 12 percent over June of last

year, and up 6 percent from May of this years Sales during the first six months of the year were
up 9 percent over the corresponding period of 1947,

: June sales of independent retail stores as shown in the Bureau's MONTHLY RETAIL TRADE Ri-
FORT, were up 10 percent over June of last year, but they showed little or no change from May of
this year. For the year-to-date, first half = of 1948 compared with 1947, sales of independent
stores increased 7 percent, compared with the 9 percent increase recorded by the 2,747 wholesalers,

Of the 37 trades for which data are shown separately in the accompanying tables, 32 show-
ed increages  over June of last year, the gains ranging up to 30 percent. or more for lumber and
building materials, chemicals, coal, and meaks. Four trades recorded decreases, while one, paper
and its products, showed no change. Six of the wholesale trades shown separately herein (mmiture,'
Jewelry, clothing, farm supplies, grocery specialty lines, -and leather) registered zales de-

¢reases -- mostly seasonal ~-- from May to June, while the balance showed increases ranging up to 10
percent or more.

. June 30 inventories, walued at cost,  of 1,732 of the 2,747 wholesalers were up 18 per-
cent over June 30 of last year, and were up 2 percent from May month-end. Twenty-nine trades showed
stocks up from a year ago and 6 reported decreases. (Stock data are not available for two trades.)
During June, 18 trades reported increases (generally small), 11 showed decreases, and 6, no change.

Receivables at the beginning of June were up 15 percent from a year earlier, contrasted
with the 12 percent increase in ssles over the same periods . For some months receivables have been
increasing at a more rapid rate than sales, indicating some slowing up of collections. The COl-

lection percentage was 105 in June compared with 99 in May, and 108 in April., In June of 1947, the
collection percentage was 108.

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES — SEVEN TRADES

Percent
Change

37 —

2%

. HARDWARE
el
JEWELRY &
15 Jgi ———

//-ELECTRICAL G00DS

GROCERIES

JUNE 1948 COMPARED WITH
; JUNE 1947

- SALES
- 723 \NVERTORIES

Conducted JvOintly by the National Associatign‘of Credit Men‘and,_the,. Bureau of the Census. Data are
not adjusted for number of days in the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.
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Page 2

TABIE 1. - WHOLESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

.

JUNE 1948

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSYBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDTVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sa.‘!.e§ Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales?
ratios
Kind of businoss - Porc:nt chax;so June 1948 sample P:rcont changeJ -1 June 1948 sauple
and une une moge une une . rtod
geographic division Lous |1ous | ous | Mg 3| RERWERE ) aous | dous | Mop BC b FOENRRD [T e ey
ﬁgﬂ‘- Ml‘nr;m 622? report= sales §m {h?m reporte values 11948 | 1947 [1948
1917 | 198 | 7B | e | (add000)} igu7 | 3gpe | ng | (add 000) K
United States totaleessesssssccecen | #12 | # & +9 2,747 | $499,288 18 + 2 2732 $505,4618 | 148 | 140 | 152 -
New Englandesssssesonssconasosassaniosse| 411 | +7 | 46 186 23,499 1 +20 | +1 15 T20,117 | 136 128
Middle AtlantiCsessessessscscacnssscsnene | +12 + 7 + 8 5 93:652 +19 +1 30 [INS VAR 12 w05 119
East North Centralsesecsecsssssosserssse | +12 | + 5 411 537 95,014 *14 -2 337 é,368 | 120| 117, 128
West North Centraolecsscscosssscssssassess | +13 +5 +10 267 62,176 +24 + b4 78,111 169 | 158} 173
South AtlantiCessesccscssecessacsssssees | + 6 +3 + 17 363 Ib, 7 +1 221, 45,190 137 123 | 140
East Soubh Centralessssssesvsssscccssesn | +9 +3 + 6 159 22,613 +14 +1 98 22,154 | 142 133 | 143
West South Centralesesssssresirsssncosss | 416 +5 +12 237 L, 981 +8 -2 160 19,598 | 149 150 159
MountaiNesescsesssossssssorsessnsensasns | +17 +38 +11 128 19,939 +7 0 19,730 1421 157 | 153
PacifiCosserrosesovscsancrsascsssrsvasss | + 8 +5 +8 27 55,501 +5 0 168 67,742 13| 188 ) 189
AULOMOLiVE BUPPLioBaseessssesssessereese | $8 | 48 | =1 153 10,332 | +6 ] +1 9N n,ee5 | 28| 27| 236
New Englandeesesessesessscssssccceress | + 2 ~13 -3 5 25, e ] c c c c ]
Middle AtlantiC.escsscsoccrsscrsssscae | + 6 +14 -3 35 945 +2L + b 28 1,420 2271 2107 245
East North Centralescesesessecsscences | # 5 | 415 -2 33 1,772 +3 +1 25 2,766 | 183 | 187 206
West North Contraleescsssessssssesssss | + 7 +3 -2 7 2, +9 + 2 n 2,129 214 | 224 | 236
South AblantiCessssssvassesssecsasacse | 429 | ¢4 | +6 12 827 | -6 =3 7 578 | 157) 190 166
West South Cenbralececsssscecssasssess | +13 +17 -4 8 TN +15 + 7 5 830 1721 176 | 150
MountaiNesseesessssescsscsosesncsnsase | +17 | +16 +2 9 685 [ e [} [ [ [ c
PacifiCosceessoesnsrscecceqrovesnonsse | + 2 + 4 <12 n 2,756 +1 -1 10 3,487 2881 27, | 316
Electrical group, totalesesescscecsseces | +10 | + 4 +19 535 109,413 +19 0 168 134,356 | 130 120 135
Full-Line wholesalerssseessssssesscnces | 410 | # 4 | 422 367 93,889 | +20 0 357 120,979 | 13| 120] 135
New Englandesssessesscasescssossosscse | + 7 -5 +7 n 5,106 +19 -2 7 154 ] 138 149
Middle AtlantiCessocssseresesscoscseans | +1L | 410 +13 57 1,401 *27 3 5L 17,159 122} 106 | 130
East Horth Centralesossssssssccscecces | + 8 +2 +68 69 22, +13 -3 67 25,652 | 116 | 111 | 122
West North Contralasessssescsoconscess | +17 * L +25 3L 9,846 +29 +1 3, 11,9 12| 110 125
South At1antiCeseecsseesssssesssesesss | =3 | +1 | 415 59 12,005 | 419 | +2 56 16,350 | 4| 18| w2
East South Centralecsesvecesossensesse | + 4 | + 3 423 22 by 752 +27 +2 2 5,833 | 126| 102 | 126
West South Contralsisesseccssssserosene | 425 +7 +33 42 8,942 +30 -l L2 10,627 19| 14 129
MountaiNeecesessnssssssssssssansoscccss | +25 +12 * 17 3,832 +19 + 2 16 5,040 134 | 0| 148
PacifiCesssseesssssscecssssrscacscnans | +11 | 3 +2L 36 12,557 11 +1 36 20,480 | 163 | 162 | 165
Wiring supplies, construction
materials distributorscessesssssessscse | +10 | 410 + 4 101 6,783 +8 -1 67 5,581 | 111 | 112 | 122
New Englandeossscescscconnressessascess | 412 | 415 -3 12 601 ' [ [ [ ¢ ° [
Middle AtlantiCessescecarcossecaccense | + 6 +10 -4 28 1,227 + 7 +1 19 1,243 127 122 | 138
East North Centralessscecssscscecesace | + 8 12 +1 23 1,400 +1 -3 i8 1, 129 1 143 | 149
West North Centralecsssssecscossscoses | +24 | #2L +16 776 [ [ e ¢ [ c ¢
South AtlantiCessscsscescessscscsccnee 4] -2 +9 10 1,361 +11 0 Vi 860 69 62 68
East South Centralessesesscssescecssan | +25 +17 24 Iy 270 w7 -5 L A7 80 100
Weat South Centralesescecscsssssssssse | +22 +27 +9 6 501 e ¢ [ ° -] o [}
MountaiNesseecessssessscssscscncensses | +3L -2 +20 5 295 .¢ [} c [ c [ [
PacifiCesesoseserccosnsnccssncsonnsens | + 3 +10 -4 [ 352 =10 -l 6 62l _177 204 | 196
Appliances and specialties
WholesalerBesessssnssssnsssacesscosoene | + 9 + 2 +10 67 8,741 +15 -l L 1,796 130 | 14| 138
Now Englandasecssssseesscsssssssseones | 413 ol a7 5 79 | 6| -5 5 27 | 10| 76| 110 -
Middle AtlantiCessecessescecascccssecs | #36 | + 8 11 15 1,980 17 -5 6 849 | 120 156 | 147
East North Centralessesscsescessoceecs | + 8 | + 6 +11 12 1,593 +72 «13 6 898 821 54| 104
West North Centralsesssssssscescesecss | =8 | <12 +5 9 730 +23 +3 8 1,224 | 182 | 132 153
South AtlantiCesesssocsscssssssceseoss | =6 | =10 + 7 9 1,565 +33 -9 7 1,117 90| 73| 93
West South Centralecsscesscvsesssscens | = 5 0 -7 L 857 ¢ e ¢ - ] ¢ [ [
Mountainesessseescscossssscssescossces | +20 +2l 33 5 L7 +130 +12 L 10O 139 721 162
PacifiCecesascesscccsacscanrncavecassas | +11 +19 +7 5 320 =11 -5 L 543 251 | 343 333
Furniture and house furnishingSeesscssee | +29 | =2 +25 34 7,003 +b5 +9: 20 6,853 | 17| 921 102
New Englandsscecossscososssesasasssens | +37 +1 +15 L 795 [ [ [ [ [ ] c
Middle AtlantiCeseeecsccsccenssasnssas | +52 + 2 +33 10 1,39 [ [} ] c c ] c
East North Centralesescccecssscsesesss | +33 + 8 +22 4 1,034 [ ] ] [ < ] c
Mou:.xtain.............................. +28 +37 +9 4 336 ° [ c ° c [ ]
PacifiCeesssacssccccscsncecesecncsnces | +26 | 22 #A3 [ 239 c [ [ [ c ° c
Hardwareeessscssssesssascscccesssssseces | +13 | + 3 + 7 119 46,911 +21 0 87 79,141 | 2k 204 221
Middle AtlantiCeseecscsscssecccens +11 + 4 +9 26 6,850 +20 -2 18 1,974 178 1n | 187
East North Centralieesssssscsces +2 10 4 12 5:853 +19 +1 10 11: 2141 182 191
West North Céntrelececesoscs +2. +9 +7 18 12,768 +28 +1 17 25,666 209 | 197 | 225
South AtlantiGeesscsescocs +25 +11 12 16 2,783 +29 + 2 12 4,196 205 | 44 | 207
East South Centralessseses A2 | + 8 +8 8 2,492 1k % 5 2,908 | 6| 147 | 165
West South Centraleccsscesss +13 +2 +9 16 5,30, +19 [} 9 6,213 223 | 2171 232
Moux_mted.n.................... +19 +2 1l 7 2,356 [ ¢ c c c ] c
;acﬁ;ic................. 8 o +4 13 800 | A3 | -2 10 18,434 | 268 | 264 | 278
Y :

(Continued on next page)



TABIE 1. - WHOIESALERS' SAIES AND INVENCORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISTON

Page 3
- JUNE" 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)
' . Sales Inventory, end-of<month (at cost) Stock-sales®
'Ks.nd of‘ business Percent chaxénge : .Juna:],‘?l.B sample Percent changs | June 1948 sample ratios
- and June | June moss | No, of | Reported Jue | June | yo, of | Reported
geographic division 1948 | 1948 | 1948 | pimmg | dollar | 1948 | 1948 | pime | aoiler | June | June Moy
: §$’: li;:;m 1 62:: | report- sales . §rom : ﬁ""m reporte | values 19481 1957 | 1948
. 4 add 000) |, June ay i add 000
1947 | 1948 | 1917 e |« V| tow | 0% e |« )

Industrial supplieSeesssesessssssnsssces] +19 | +9 + 6 6l $10,079 +#16 +2 42 $12,569 1921 205| 208
New Englandsessaseecesssecsncscsnssees| +5 [ 45 +2 7 4520 + 7 0 ‘5 1,219 364 | 363 374-
Middle AtlantiCeseesscesonsessacvosesa] =4 |41 -2 2 1,946 +8 -1 7Y 2,066 153 136 159
East North Centralesccecescnsccscesses| + 8 + 7 +3 9 889 +20 +1 b [ALR:] 159 | 154 | 169
West North Centraleececssencsssasecans| + 9 -6 +18 8 617 c ] c ¢ c c c
South AtlantiC.vssvessvorisossssonsens| +23 +3 + 9 6 704 +9 4] 5 1,098 1571 179 162
Wost South Centralsessssessesscsnseses] +38 | 418 +16 [ 1,620 +25 + b 5 6,836 199 236 227
PROifiCsvascseronnnessrcssnssecacnnace] + 7 | +1 -4 5 59 ¢ [ K e c c c

JeHOLIYeseseeesnsoesossesssssovesonsrnes| 415 =5 +9 136 4,209 +9 + 70 7,578 2881 300! 274
New Englandecsescessee + 2 -7 + 7 7 357 ¢ | c c c c c c.
Middle Atlanticas. +47 -1 +16 b1 N 637 -5 +3 12 919 230 |- 359 | 222
East North Central. +7 0 + 6 42 1,417 +21 +5 2 3,251 309 | 267| 304
West North Central. +22 ~15 +10 13 48 + 6 +9 [ 1,061 331 327 248
South Atlanticess esnercncoveentnas o -8 -5 ) 233 c [ c c c c c
PacifiCeseccesrssencsnncssranesnnsssnns] +20 +1 +10 29 686 -2 -2 20 1,268 219 278 239

Lunber and building materialSeesesesecee | +34 + 5 +20 53 8,763 +59 + 4 23 3,598 86 701 "85
Middle AtlantiCeeesasesscovonssosasens| 435 + 6 +15 13 2,697 +24 V] L 762 42 43 43
East North Centraleeecssssvevessorscas| 419 | = 4 20 1 1,253 +78 =11 6 755 115) 85] 138
South AtlantiCesseessescossencsccssese| +23 + 6 +16 7. 1,070 ¢ [ c e [ e ¢
Eest South Centrolecsesseossesencennos] 431 +12 +5 L 822 c ] [} c c c c
PacifiCococssconsosossconsencnconcesan]| +53 +5 +35 8 1,578 +80 +23 b 1,352 1581 112 1

Machinery, squipment, supplies

(exnopt eloctrical)lisseescesssnssncossea] 10 | + 3 +9 42 5,572 +19 -3 27 6,875 158 | 147 | 169
Middle Atlahtic...............nu...o +15 K 9 5 685 ¢ e [ ] ] Q <}
Bast North Centrals. -5 -1 n 886 +17 -k 7 679 139 111 1w
Weat South Centralese. soesssosenee] +29 413 +36 A 1,429 [ [ e [ e ¢ c
PaciflCesesscssceescssasssnncscssacese] + 6 +1 =12 Vi 60l +31 -5 5 1,195 282 25 300

MotalBosreovossesesasosonsossassenceonss | +25 + 8 +13 14 2,921 =3 +3 10 3,595 150 | 200 157

Opticel goodBsevessesercccssccssnscacons] 420 +18 +3 .9 232 =11, ] 4 ny 27| 298| 229

Paints and varnishesecesscosesscsssconss| 210 + 2 +12 21 1,618 +21 -2 10 863 1051 110 112

Flunbing and heating supplieBiesesesevsa] 19 | + 9 +13 60 - 5,387 +18 -1 33 4,190 1521 159 | 164
New Englandecceessesssnsccosssonsnseas| 12 | 45 +21 é 283 ¢ c c e c e c
Middle AtlantiCesessssncocsccncscasese]| 424 [ + 6 + 6 18 1,281 +26 -4 8 w7 1701 186 149
East North Centraleecssessesscessosose| +17 <1, +13 13 1,140 -2 -2 n 1,12 5| 171 62
West North Centralesscececssvecosscsse] 427 +1 +12 7 579 +20 +1 IS P58 16| 14| 113
PacifiCesoscevssnsceesssenssccsvcncese| +13 415 +11 5 1,168 c c [ e c c ¢

Refﬂge-ration equipment, parts ) X .

(commercial)esesessessesrsoscscaiosssnna]| = 2 +13 - L 12 600 =10 -6 8 Tk 1981 2001 211

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies..| +10 +1 + 9 23 1,040 +15 0 1k 1,103 2051 194 { 201
Middle AtlantiCesesscssscncsrsscsscacss] +16 + b + 4 8 320 + 7 -3 6 408 239 26| 251
South Atlanticesssessesssosssssccencen] +11 +13 + 8 A 194 c ] .3 e c c e

BOOresescasssecesosssoscsssnecncessonace | +15 +23 + 5 [AR 1,921 +12 ~12 28 552 38 38 51
Middle AtlantiCescsssessscancasossesss]| + 5 | 412 +8 7 2e8 ¢ ¢ ¢ | ¢ ¢ ¢ o
East North Centralesessesssserecesnsse| 13 | 424 7 n 652 +20 -1). g U0 2] 371 36
West North Centralecssssossececassessn| + 6 +9 -l 6 119 [ ° [ [ ¢ [ 3
South AtlantiCecessseseesscossonconcaa] +L4 +21 *5 5 368 +46 =20 L 152 52 W2 ™
East South Centralecesasscescsscescces] +9 +16 -l 5 87 c c c [ e [ ¢
PacifiCossssssancossssosssssiconnanenn| +47 +45 +12 L 352 c c e ] [ c [

Chemicale, industrialeceecscsesncscssese) +63 +26 + 6 12 2,084 +35 +22 7 1,041 66 89 a8

'4177.7

(Continued on next page)




Page A

JUNE 1948

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRATHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

TABIE 1. - WHOIESAIERS* SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND -GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
. ratios
Kind of business Percent cha:ge June 1948 sample Percent change June 1948 sample
and June | June moBe June June . d
geogrephic division 1048 | 1948 | 1one | N9 OF | FSPOmed | jous | lgue | Nor OF | Beponted | el sume | ey
from | from | from | onon. sales from | from | puporte values | 1948 | 1947 | 1948
June | May b mosf) ing (add 000) June May ing (add 000)
1947 | 1948 | 1947 1947 | 1948

Clothing and furmishings "

(except 8ho88)ssssessarsssesevensacseons| ~ 7 | <15 +1 27 § 2,102 +37 +9 12 $1,295 | 300| 200| 213
Middle AtlantiCeeecssssessssanseassene| =10 | «18 +5 9 1,605 e e e e c [ c
South AtlantiCessssssessearesescsccoco | = 3 =29 - 5 152 [ [ [ [} e ' []
PacifiCovescassesosrsoseserssersssssss -18 + 6 26 & 69 VO e ] ] °c < ¢

Coaloecoscnsesesvsasvorasccesssorcerens #6). | +12 »3 7 5,566 o 3 ° o e [ [

Confectioneryesesscosssecssssssosonssece| +15 | +3 + 6 78 1,953 +9 +2 23 1,230 91} 8| 90
iddle ALLANbICesssserssovsosescosrcoe| 420 | 8 | +9 | 6 3] +5| 8 L 155 | 64| e 62.
East North Centralesseessesososersasen | +26 415 #11 5 264 [ [ e c e ¢ c
South AtlantlCeesesssessccrscasorcsses i + 9 + 8 -3 13 345 +17 -2 6 243 109 951 121
East South Centraleesssesssesesososces]| +26 | =3 412 8 380 «2h +5 3 222 4,1 86| 80
West South Centralecscsessscocsssscese | +24 17 + 4 b 107 c ¢ (] [} o c c

Daixry and poultry productSsscesrsecsscses | #17 | + 9 13 2k 6,921 - 1L 1L 679 351 39 35
Middle AY1ENtiCeoesersocesorsssurensse | 419 | #10 +16 5 3,683 e ° [ ] [ [ [}
Bast North Cenbralesesssscssesonsnsese | +36 | 417 +20 10 1,437 e e- [ e ¢ ¢ e

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)esse| +11L | + 6 + 6 161, 49,735 d d d d 4 d 4
New Englandessesvcecsssnsssssccsncsses | +13 +8 + 8 10 1,793 d d [ d d 4a 4
Middle AtlantiCaecsssecseccssecossossos| + 8 +7 +54 19 6,693 d d d d d 4 d
Bast North Centralesssesseossenrsoessas | +12 +10 +9 25 6,942 d d [ d d d da
West North Centraleesesooscsceresasess | +L4 + 5 + 7 18 4,580 1 da 4a d a da d
South AtlanticCescseoscescscssesccnccee| #12 | +2 | -+ 7 28 4,586 d d d d 4 d dé
East South Centrelesessscsssecossesess § +10 +5 +5 15 2,852 a d dé [ d d d
West South Centralesseccossssssssssses| +16 | + 2 + 8 20 5,108 4 d 4 4 d -4 4
Mountalfescsossscosnscesssnossirsesses | +2L + 8 +12 12 2,065 d d d d d d d
PacifiCecrosssnssesascscoscensrsessess| +5 +11 +3 17 5,816 [ d d d d d d

DIy g0008ecosssesssosssssossrsoresasonse | #12 | + 8 + 6 147 40,790 +0 +11 109 90,829 | 2641 223 256
New Englandeseecssesosssosssscnsssases | #15 | o1 -7 5 248 +1 +h 5 654 | 2641 300 251

+22 | +8 | a2 12 6,302 | 32 | +1 25 6,83, | 1991 166| ;12
East North Centralessees +21 +6 0 11 1,792 +19 +5 10 ,317 | 188 161 | 190
West North Centralesssce +8 | +11 -1 9 6,618 +19 | . +3 9 14,457 | 28| 199 235
South Atlanticsessessssssecs b} =6 +2 22 2,611 +19 +7 16 6,166 | 307} 27| 268
East South Coentralecsscessss +7] -3 -6 15 1,677 + 6 + bk 10 3,430 | 287} 2791 27
West South Centrelaeesesesas 2 +3 ~10 1 1,448 +13 + 2 9 2,639 225 | 200 226
HountaiNeesscscasssossssacssse +1h +7 + 4 -7 890 +20 -2 5 1,410 196 | 182 | 206
PacifiCessesaesesecsscscccascrenseanes | +23 | +20 +15 13 2,709 + 6 0 8 1,912 | 267 | 256 286

Farm supplies.........n.nun..u.uu ~18 -2 + 7 13 2)550 - 5 -8 6 775 7l§ & g2

Fresh fruits and vegetableBsscesscsccscs | + 3 +5 4+ 1 69 6,663 +16 [} 37 678 20 18 21
New m@.and............-..-u..n-.-u ~16 +29 - b 6 k58 c c ¢ ¢ - e ¢ c
Middle AtlantiCesssivessevesecsassense| =7 +3 + ) 17 1,64 [ [ [ [ [ e e
Enst North Centralesscnscccecesssssoee +13 + B + 6 17 2,018 [ c [+ ] c ] <
West North Contralesecsscsssssescesane 0 +9 +7 5 27 [ [} c c c c c
South AtlantiCecvescsssscsosssnsscccen | =3 +3 +2 10 589 c c [ -] c ] e
East South Contralescsscses +26 + 6 +18 5 287 c c ¢ c c c c
PacifiCesessocensessocansse 413 | =17 EA 7 1,056 [ 3 3 e c c e

Groceries, totalsesscscsssssecsosssoncen) + 7 + 7 +5 527 89,675 + 3 -k 313 68,108 1271 131 11

Non~affiliated full-line wholesalers .l +4 | +5 + b 303 140,185 +3 - 179 37,729 138 | 139 | 150
New Englandesesese essencasnse | + 4 +20 -6 5 955 c [ c [ c ¢ -]
Middle AtlantiCescoessasasscsnssscosase + '; +1'; +10 18 1,3‘}1 4'32 - 3 7 1'275 122 100 11.,8
BEast North Centralessssosesscesscesses | + 8 | +11 +2 51 5,550 -1 -8 23 4,516 | 135 L2 157
Wost North Centralescscossesssossossve 0| «2 +8 37 3,903 +12 0 28 4,981 | 169 | 158 | 192
South AtlantiCeseesscecessnssscscesces| 410 | + 6 +2 60 6,982 +18 -3 30 193 | 17 VO 128
East South Centraleessseccscssssscence ] =2 | =1 | =3 35 4,366 | -5 | +1 25 L,3k2 | 126| 126 | 122
West South Contralecccecossesccssesses | + 7 4] +9 72 11,537 +15 -8 46 10,482 | 1234 117} 133
Mountainessssecescscsserescsssccracsea | ~13 + 5 -5 17 2,413 ~L8 «2 15 5,137 199 ] 21| 25
i&cific............................... +2 +8 +3 8 2,638 [ [ c [\ [ [] [

2279

(Continued on next page)



TABIE 1. - WHOIESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JUNE 1948

(DATA AFE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)

Page 5

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock-sales®
g . t ch. ratios
Kind of business Percent cl anége June 1948 sample Percent change June 1948 sample
and June | June mose June June ) .
No. of d .
geographic division 1948 | 1968 | 1948 | Vg of | POTSd | jog | s | Mop OF | RePorbed’ | | sume |ay
from | from | from' | .goom. sales from | from | report— | values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
June | May |6 mosy | “yng” | (aad 000) | Jume | May | in." | (aad o0p)
1947 | 1948 | 1947 ’ 1947 | 1948 ’

Voluntary~group wholesalerSeesesssesess| +10 +11 +3 119 ¢ 30,662 + 7 -5 9 $ 18,678 13 17| 10
New Englandesessesssscesrsoscasssesesss) + 6 +16 + 6 12 35243 +8 -7 5 983 108 14| 135
Middle AtlantiCesessccesccconcsasnesan] +12 +8 +5 3 8,481 -8 -5 16 2,935. 111} 130] 131
East North Central.essessssssevsessese] + 9 +21, +3 35 1,86 +7 -7 30 72553 2067 109 143
West North Centralevsescsssssesssenvce| +23 -6 + 2 11 3,899 +16 -1 L 988 106 | 139 | 119
South AtlantiCeceesessoscscnsessccnses] +16 +13 +6 10 1,722 +12 -1 6 1,047 4| 135| 130
PacifiCesesecacecesssscssssvasssvoasss 0] +12 +2 5 2,491 +4 -8 L 2,27L 1151 120 | 148

Retailer—cooperative warehouses.ecsscess| +19 +12 +17 21 8,879 +10 0 11 5,327 125 1371 133
Middle AtlantiCesssesssestcesessencses}, 432 | +12 +23 7. 2,004 e c ¢ [ c’| e c
West North Centralesecessssessssssvrse] +28 +20 +14 L 1,893 c 1 c [ c e e

Specialty lines wholesalersSesessscssess] + 5 -l + 4 8l 9,949 -11 + 1 L 6,374 1174 129 4107
New Englandeseseescese +17 +9 + 6 8 331 -] c [-] [ ' c |.c c
Middle AtlanticCeees +20 +1 + 4 2L 3,398 e c c ] [ c c
East North Centraleceesscesesssecenvesssf =13 +2 -1 L 598 c e c c c ] [
South AtlantiCeesccesconcsessorsaccese] + 5 +9 +6 18 956 ¢ ¢ c [ e c c
West South Centralescesesecsese + 4 -6 -3 5 347 c [ c c c c c
PacifiCesevescesesesoecssvecoesscoases| =2 | =8 +5 15 3,860 c c c c c ¢ c

Leather and shoe findingsSeseecesecscscses| =2 -5 -9 27 524 + 1 + ) 12 951 3801 419 377
Middle AtlantiCessecosesssscssscccnace| =4 | + 6 -6 7 55 ¢ ¢ c e ¢ c ¢
East North Centralececsscvesscccccncen] =1 -11 -4 5 80 (] c c c c c c
West North Centralecsscssssssccscsnesel + 3 + 1 -5 5 3 c c [ c c c []
PacCifiCeccsisessoosccsesscssncessssnseas| =6 -5 -1l 5 260 c e ¢ ¢ ] [ c

Meats and méat productBessscessccesscsse) +35 + 6 +23 39 " 22,507 +32 + 2 3 12,156 57 58| 60

+20 +3 +20 n 5,001 +8 + 6 11 2,368 57 53 6
East North Centralececscccssecscccnsee| +39 +.2 +33 13 10,360 +59 +* 4 -12 6,657 &7 59 67
South Atlanticeessscecescsscsssscensee]| +18 +31 +10 5 1,618 +29 +9 L 677 42 38 50

Paper and its productSescsceccsccasecess ) + 6 + 1 56 6,963 +36 -1 25 5,313 46 | 107 | 158
New Englandesecssssssevcacsnsosesccess] + 5 +11 -1 L 271 c c c c c c c
Middle Atlanticesssose -5 + 4 -l 19 1,703 +3L -3 10 1,140 m 80| 116
East North Centrale. -2 + 6 +1 16 3,250 +40 +1 7 1,163 133 91| 139
South Atlanticescsssessssesscosasscese] +1 + 6 +2 7 730 [ [ < c ¢ c ¢

Petroleumesesssesavessscoscssnssasssvssal +28 +15 +32 yi 536 +26 +11 [ i 447 85 87 ae

Shoes and other £OOLWEaTeeeessvesseanses] +10 +18 +' 7 25 19,838 +21 +15 17 9,201 123 | 102 ' 117

Tobacco productSesesssasessesccscasanese] + 4 | +9 +1 235 32,765 +6 +2 17 11,123 59 57! 63
New Englandeeecescoescescvnossccnscece] + 9 +15 +8 19 2,757 +25 0 ki 299 iy 311 W
Middle AtlantiCeessevesesssssencssavcal +2 | +9 -1 6L 12,907 41l + b 3L 6,546 67 581 69
East North Centralecesesccescoscncnese]| + 8 +12 + 4 54, 7,670 e e ¢ ] c ¢ ]
West North Centralesesscscsescessencse] + 3 | + 8 +1 29 3,321 +1 +5 15 835 60| 60| 63

0! +3 0 17 2,104 +13 4} u 799 W K] 48
+3 | +2 -3 T 630 c c c c ¢ c c
+ 6 + 4 -4 17 1,137 +8 -5 8 290 72 68 3
+9 1 +5 0 19 1,189 +23 +9 1 325 %) 621 T
PacifiCesesscesacocscnceocecssescencee] +1 +12 +.1 12 1,050 [\] [ [ ¢ c c c
Miscellaneousessessesersosssssoracnsansn| +3 | #2 +2 10 2,076 +3 4 3 2,023 239 | 1781 197

Insufficient data to show separately.

oMo T ®©

States comprising geographic divisions:

New England - (Copn., Maine, Mass., Ne He, Re To, Vi)'
Middle Atlantic - (Ne J., Ne Y., Pae)

@

East North Central - Em., Ind., Miche, Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central -

f2979 No Dake, S. Dake)

Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,

To be published in the June edition of Trends in the Drug Tra.de.
Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Stock~sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (includ:mg any direct shi;ments and consignment
business) for an identical group of firms.

Includes reports received too late for inclusion in prevlous monthly irendse

South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Gae, Mde, NeCep S.Ce, Vae, We Vad)
East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenne)
West South Ceritral ~ (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)
Mountain ~ (Ariz., Colo,, JIdaho
Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.

)

Monte, Neve, N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)




Foge © TABIE 2. - WHOLESAIERS' ACCOUNTS RECEIVABIE AND COI:IEC'I‘IWS, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

JUNE 1948
{DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
) a
Collection percentages Accounts receivatle June 1948 sample
percent change
Kind of business
and - No. of Accouats
geographic division June June . | lay TR aA8 | Juse 198 | “firms | receivable as of
1948 1847 1948 report- June 1, 1948
June 1847 | May 1948 (add’ 000)
United 5tates total.esesocscnscocsascannen 108 108 69 +15 -2 2,172 $582,547
New Englandseeccessececessascescsasnocscasnanse -100 100 96 +10 +1 154 19,988 -
Middle Atlanticescsses 118 121 108 +15 0 468 67,676
East North Centrales.. 119 117 113 +12 +1 411 60,145
West North Centraleesevecessecssasaasnsee 93 96 87 +20 -1 216 680,340
South AtlantiCecsevsssoscoscacessasocosresncsasn 104 113 100 *14 -1 283 36,701
East South Central..ccceeescccsoscogensoccsssane 109 111 108 +10 -2 126 17,643
West South Centraleseccececncssesoscocansereese 107 107 108 +15 -3 183 31,957
108 114 107 +20 +2 98 12,448
PacificCesevesecrecscvenssnssscsncssccansconcocse 100 104 6 +14 -2 209 44,762
AULOMOLIVE BUDDPILE8.ssseasssseoonnraosesaconsen 87 87 ) +3 +1 16 7,844
NeW BRElande..oeseeeesasnsssssesescoscrsesane 78 7% - 80 +8 +4 5 525
Middle Atlantic.. can ecsesssens 83 a1 77 + 9 0 35 749
East North Centralees.. eesesesens 109 107 104 -4 -8 30 1,266
West North Centralis.soese seecisaissensae 84 85 88 +4 +8 14 2,424
South Atlanticesscesccesne ersecsoasenan 82 80 79 0 +1 8 410
West South Centralsecesescss 81 7% 7% +11 +8 5 5§59
Mountain.eeececeasssssasvens 84 90 93 +22 +135 8 887
Paclficesssveesscessess 82 88 78 -2 -1 12 1,481
Electrical group, totalesssessocecacanssossaces 92 24 88 +14 -2 499 111,514
Full-line wholesalerBsceececcsssacescosnassces oL 92 88 +14 -2 362 98,569
New Englandeseseeccvecscecaessessvasosoanacas 92 89 o1 +7 +1 31 5,880
Middle Atlanticessscescoesossesnssnccsosensase 91 29 87 +14 V] 57 15,406
East North Centraleseesecsssssecaasccccrcsans 98 .7 84 ) + 8 -5 66 19,059
West North Centralesccerssecessscessscvsnrrae 86 85 8l +24 * 5 34 11,892
South AtlanbicCesscscescansss . 89 88 84 +10 - B 58 13,645
East South Centralesccceses 94 92 a2 1z +1 22 5,568
West South Centralecessscesacs 86 87 87 +21 -8 41 9,532
Hountaineeseecessevosovenonsesse 90 o2 85 +16 0 17 3,780
PBCifiCicaseoseectacencesncsonsccaconreessscn 92 81 8g +17 -1 36 14,0587
Wiring supplies, construction
materials distributorseccecciccosssscessrcseans 86 94 86 + 6 -1 8% 8,487
New Englandecsscecvsvscessssososasrassovassae 78 84 82 +6 +5 9 508
Middle AtlantiCessccessccscaoscss 9l 26 87 +3 ~-d 22 1,148
East North Centraleesescse.ces 89 86 8 -10 -8 17 1,188
West North Centraleescsscsesso 87 87 88 +6 + 1 8 654
South Atlanticecesssovess 838 122 81 +28 +3 9 1,518
East South Centralececssss 88 93 20 +2 -4 4 271
West South CentralescecessssosvesBoceassescnse 84 7 80 =10 -12 5 384
Mountainesescsessersesesiscescsececacssnvosse 7 73 75 +29 + 7 5 383
Pacific-..-.u.-..-u......n...-..,.o-nu.- 72 85 81 + 8 -5 6 433
Appliances and specialties wholesalerSeecessces 100 120 110 +21 +5 54 6,458
NoW ENglandesessessroroeconsssnesassennessans 136 128 ‘133 +15 +14 4 530
Middle AtlanticCeccecesssosse veee 114 125 104 +54 + 7 10 1,565
East North Centralieecsccesss ETYS 123 126 130 +5 +11 12 1,233
West North Centrale.... srene 81 105 82 +83 -4 9 883
South AtlantiCecsssesnscscnsconseccersccnrcne 137 158 154 +26 +7 8 932
Farniture and house fumisﬁings................ g1 99 87 +54 + 7 29 7,876
New Englandesesosecescsvsnce 77 9 72 . +385 ¢} 4 1,034
Middle Atlantic.eeess 95 238 92 < +38 0 8 1,347
Pacificessceesscsoacrnvenccrscersacssanvsnane 80 80 78 +21 -1 8 269
Hardwareisessecocescesonscsssosteencnnccesscens 91 99 a8 +17 -5, 111 48,874
Middle AtlantiCeseovecsccussonarecs . 88 95 g0 +13 -8 23 7,212
East North Centralecsccesccccocasss cees 89 95 88 +18 L 12 7,107
West North Contralesccacescsoscesss 83 101 84 +24 -9 18 14,134
South AtlanticCesescevesesces 78 131 85 +28 + 8 18 5,187
East South Centralesceccseese 91 97 80 +9 -8 8 2,604
West South Central... 94 98 o8 +15 + 5 14 3,800
Mountain... esen 86 101 85 +24 -1 4 881
PaclfiCoesvascssssonscsssarsovcocsrnsrvecosce o1 o3 a7 +8 -8 13 9,270
Industrial supplieBesssssvessrssrvccorsaccccsse g5 80 12 + 7 + 2 55 8,441
New Englondescececesssecocorsoasscsassocrnese 8 83 82 +2 -8 5 462
Middle AtlantiCececresssonaas 101 91 86 -9 -3 18 1,632
Eagt North Centraleseevescsssressscosonsvasss 92 25 9 - +3 8 © 823
West North Centralecsescsscecresorcreroncsass 100 g0 97 . +8 [¢] 8 822
South Atlanticeesececovesssscssnsascssccnssse 93 102 0 +14 + 1 5 704
PacifiCescecreccerossssosnsncoensosnssccosces 83 57 60 -3 -3 4 558
Y1yvg

(Continued on next page)



TABIE 2. -~ WHOIESAIERS' ACCOUNTS KRECEIVALBE AND COLLECTIONS, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

JUNE 1948
(DATA ARE SKOWN EY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Page 7

Kind of business

a
Collection percentages

Accounts receivable
percent change

June 1848 sample

and Ho. of Accounts
geographic division June June May J“‘;;Oim J“‘f?:oigée firms receivable as of
1948 1947 1048 ¢ report— June 3, 1948
Juns 1947 | Vay 1948 ing (add 000)
JEBOLrYeivsercsasceassasnssrcsrssasercsssss 60 68 60 +23 +1 105 $ 6,008
Middle AtlantiCessvscscossccnsnscsrcenssns 68 58 69 +13 -1 25 618
East North Central... essesecss 8l 70 60 +30 -1 Bl 2,817
West North Central cosnee 82 72 668 +*24 + 2 1n 1,519
South Atlantic.e.c.. vessesses 54 81 ‘49 +19 -8 5 390
}Pacific........-......................-.. 55 el 57 +20 +10 24 1,120
Lumber and building materialscosesosccnonae 108 110 103 +58 -2 48 7,751
Middle g\thntic........................... 86 o8 84 +47 + 1 12 2,584
East North Centralesecsosccescesresscocese 118 104 96 +31 -8 11 1,196
Sonth Atlanticeese. 129 141 120 *41 + 3 8 808
East South Central 187 162 141 + 7 -4 4 481
PRCLfiCessrcarcncssaansnererasovasvesrase 104 106 103 +43 0 8 1,437
Machinery, equipment, supplies
(except electrical)issssasacecsscnssoscacs 83 82 15 +3 -2 29 5,617
East, North Centralecevecsscescsvessiosscns 868 128 15 +19 + 5 B8 889
PacifiCeccesrcecsoccscessessrasossasences 78 74 "% +14 0 5 582
Motalssessesscasrssacasessrerscaranrasesonse 121 102 11 +10 -9 4 2,452 .
Optical goodBessessessasonssornrvansonsnare 79 88 75 47 - -2 9 253
Paints and varnisheSeessesseevossesononsass 73 80 69 +25 +5 19 1,760
Plumbing and heating suppliesssesrecesssces 84 87 86 +12 =5 55 5,489
New Englandescessesscsoceosssesacssnssase 7% 78 B84 +23 -8 5 307
Middle AtlantiCesessvsscoscosssscscsscnse 80 84 ;4 0 -1 18 1,344
East North Centralecescsecssesscssccssnce 84 90 83 +19 -4 12 1,281
West North Centralescessscsvsscesanancons 88 90 85 +18 0 8 569
PacifiCesccssrscrvotscrovcnnssnssorccscas 79 7 78 +11 ~13 H 1,208
Refrigeration equipment, parts ( cial) 81 o7 94 -2 + 5 10 508
Surgical, medical, ‘equipment, supplies.s.es 84 &7 84 +10 0 23 1,470
BEOTsvssessrscarscossrsressirossrscesnsosne 220 224 215 +24 +1 i 262
Chemicals, industri@lecssesssoosessscssssas 87 88 72 +26 -8 12 2,182
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)ss.. 9 . 110 88 +21 ~12 21 2,702
CoBleescsessncesnacasssensssnsassssoscsanes o3 188 84 +38 R4 7 5,739
ConfectionBryeesssesscacsacescrsscanvensons 134 127 121 +8 -1 21 743
Dairy and poultry ProductSssesssscsssessens 141 " 158 152 +24 +12 16 3,400
Drugs and sundries (liguor excluded)eeesees 104 105 102 +13% -2 78 14,875
New Englandessssescesscesssasssossesssrse 105 104 104 +10 -5 [ 638
Middle AtlantiCessevcervsscssssosecscsnas 97 96 95 +10 -1 9 8,179
East North Centralesceessoccocsvoceverces 89 100 86 *13 -3 13 2,520
West North Centralecsssecasscseee D4 - 118 ha k] +20 -2 ? 1,753
South AtlantiCesessescscocscsesssnsscccoe 12 113 107 +15 -2 16 2,444
East South Centralesssccscssascrcssseeses 09 105 85 +18 -1 T 756
West South Central 102 106 102 + 9 -5 11 2,744
PRCIfiCesscessccsansvoncessrapscscesesesoes 128 127 126 +13 + 4 4 .07
DRy g00dS.reresessaseassincnvensavornsancsns 7 76 65 419 -4 131 53,861
New Englandeecscecnsesessssssscoscescases 81 89 79 *22 -4 4 7L
Middle AtlanticCessrcecocscesseencansossce 85 87 75 +14 -3 37 4,640
Eaat North Centrélee.. 8% 88 74 + 7 + X 1 2,228
West North Central.... 58 59 54 + 2 0 9 10,874
South Atlanticessoees 7 77 87 +10 -1 18 8,688
East South Centrale.. 78 7 75 + 7 -3 14 . R,509
West South Centraleecescssecassvcevesnoses 64 K 63 +16 0 10 1,661
Mountainesscseeesssorsecessceacsscosrnsns 76 89 72 *27 -8 5 986
PacifiCeeesvecsnsascassvsvssvrcraressecse 84 88 84 [ 4R +8 1 2,643
Farm supplieSecersesacsevescsvecredconnnnas 151 174 142 + 1 -7 7 726
#ryv) . ;

(Continued on next page)
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{DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAP

JUNE 1948

HIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

TABIE 2. = WHOLESAIERS! ACCOUNTS RECEIVABIE AND COLLECTIONS, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GROGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

Kind of business

; a
Collection percentages

Accounts receivable
pereent change

June 1948 sample

and No. of Aceounts
geographic division June June ¥ay Ju?:oima ‘m?:oigée foruat_ - re;eiva?lel;zaof
1948 1947 1948 report-. une 1,
June 1947 | May 1948 fng (add 600)
Fresh fruits and vegetableS.iseessssscocscncs 218 220 221 +9 _+:Ls 49 $ 2,245
New Englandseesssecisossvsserssesssscnsence 200 275 184 3 +18° 8 163
Uiddle ALlantiCsssesoscscasssvacosansassone 7 162 188 -8 *25 13 556
East North Cantralevessscccscsscscescncecss 287 202 301 +18 +36 10 572
South Atlantic.oseensscvcersscrsssornessse 171 178 161 +7 + 5 8 244
Pacificelecvecessnssorcescecncoresescnianns 202 217 217 +20 + 5 5 445
Groceries, totBlesssessacssssersacerasnereves 181 171 153 +16 + 1 404 45,132
Non-affiliated full-lina Hholesalersbn-.... i85 174 159 11 +1 240 19,788
New Englandessecsscssosssssssocenstssnsnsnne 92 102 92 + 8 11 4 776
Middle ALlantiCecesrecsnsssascvscosnvaccnns 184 171 148 +1% + 4 14 977
East North Central.sscecsvecsncecarevsasans 199 187 183 + 3 + 2 48 2,574
West North Cenbraleecssssssssnsncosansessae 175 180 154 + 9 +1 29 1,788
South Atlantice,s.. 189 173 164 +16 + 2 44 3,003
East South Central. 172 173 167 2 -3 30 2,311
West South Centralessevsssesossscscasorarse 180 189 177 +13 -2 50 4,785
Mountadneseeessvcrcossrossorscnsrirscrceses 142 169 14l +18 [ ] 18 1,586
Pacific-.................-..............-... 7 b1 7Y 118 +19 + 1 7 2,128
Voluntary-group wholesalerssceesescssassaose 152 168 148 +17 + 5 86 * 13,901
Now Bnglandcesssssocosncssasonssssssoseoese 122 116 111 +13 o 10 2,811
Middle Atlantic.. 152 158 144 +16 + 6 22 4,500
West, North Central.. ecetsesavssasas 113 128 121 +37 +5 9 3,240
South AtlantiGecesscssosrascosessrassvocacs 214 216 126 425 +1 7 598
PRCifiCucsrosecssutsasscrarnvercorsessonens 182 182 169 + 2 o] 5 1,338
Raba;lér—cooparative WArShoUSaBeseasnenssssns 250 277 220 +30 -3 17 3,056
Specialty lines wholesalersecessscssavscccss 128 159 12 +24 -8 61 6,347
Middle Atlanticsserscens csvosseverossreen 152 140 m +16 - 7 17 2,204
East North Centralessssccassevivssscsessccs 185 200 169 +7 12 9 521
South AbtlantiGeesescsescorssetsoorsrsesress 144 148 132 + 8 -4 10 569
West South Centralecesissscosssccssrscessen 116 14 109 - g 21, 4 117
PacifiCeccrecosoerovervennserstrnerssrveicsn 107 128 101 +56 -2 12 3,006
Leather and shoe findingdeccescersscrccococes 69 7% 88 * 4 -2 17 658
Ueats and meat product;s...................... 277 272 272 +55 +12 6 7,768
Uiddle AtlantiCessevascseroccccosnsnsonson 213 237 219 +43 1€ 11 2,246
East North Centralesiscceseceessssnscasesae 343 804 - 362 +29 +20 12 2,855
South AtlanticCsecevescecaccsssscncenanccsee Q66 317 207 +31 + & 4 562
Paper and its products.cececcccvsconcsercrace 97 84 94 -2 + 1 48 6,428
Middle AtlantiCesececsvsocosssssscssssornca 101 103 96 -1 + 3 15 1,480
105 95 97 1% -3 18 2,981
South AtlantiCeseescecsssccssvesocessvsonse 98 104 100 -5 +1 6 612
POLTOLlOUMe e vsecoversncscossecrsrrernonsnsrses i 71 85 +2) =16 4 211
Shoes and other root.\vesr-......l.............. 82 84 77 - 8 ~20 22 8,871
Tobacco productBresececssscsescsssveossvsceons 208 215 les + 8 [¢] 153 10,388
New Englandecscseccessococossssssessccnssae . 189 195 189 +10 +3 14 1,261
Middle AtlanbtiCesesceresesscocssorecoerence 247 259 215 + 7 -2 47 4,390
East North Centralesscesscsecscvosescsossecs 181 186 168 +18 + .4 23 2,104
West North Centralececcescsscssscnsescvesse 184 182 176 +7 + 1 16 852
South Atlanticssssssesescacscessrcocssccses 182 196 184 + 3 -1 13 856
West South Centra&lecescscsssseccssorossovse 134 138 124 +14 10 10 175
Mountalnesseessssesonsesrerssecsscernnossoe 133 139 133 +19 +16 17 411
M18COL1ANEOUSs ¢ ssonsesssasorcssarnensornrans % 08 o5 p 0 -7 10 2,180

@ Collectlon percenteges are obtained by dividing the collections by accounts receivable

b Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Yrng

.

for an identical group of firms.
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SALES AND INVENTORIES
UNITED STATES SUMMARY . GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
JULY 1948 |

" : Data contained herein were compiled from confidential reports submitted
Information on accounts to the Bureau of the Census by 2,968 merchant wholesalers representing
receivable and collec- all parts of the country and the various lines of trade. July sales of
tions discontinued with | 446 5 968 wholesalers totaled $516,562,000.
June edition’ of this July dollar sales of the 2,968 merchant wholesalers were up 8 per—
report. cent over July of last year, but were down 2 percent from June of this
year, Sales during the first seven months of the year were up 9 per-

cent over the corresponding period of 1947. ’

July sales of independent retail stores, as shown in the Bureau's MONTHLY RETAIL TRADE RE~
PORT, were up 9 percent over July of last year, but registered a decrease of 1l percent from June of
this year. For the year-to-date, first seven months of 1948 compared with the corresponding period
of 1947, sales of independent stores increased 7 percent, compared with the 9 percent increase re-
corded by the 2,968 merchant wholesalers.

Of the 36 wholesale trades for which data are shown separately in the accompanying tables,
28 showed increases over July of last year - the gains ranging up to 25 percent or more for furni-
ture, lumber and building materials, coal, and petroleum, Eight trades (optical goods, commercial
refrigeration equipment, clothing and furnishings, farm supplies, fresh fruits and vegetables,
leather, paper, and shoes) recorded decreases ranging from 1 to 20 or more percent — July compared
with July a year ago. Twenty-two of the trades, shown separately herein, registered moderate sea-
sonal sales decreases from June to July of this year, five reported no change, and the remainder
(automotive, lumber and bullding materials, beer, coal, dairy and poultry products, dry goods,
leather, shoes, and miscellaneous) registered slight increases, , )

July 31 inventories, valued at cost, of 1,949 of the 2,968 wholesalers were up 17 percent
over July 31 of last year but they registered little change from the end of June. Twenty-eight
trades showed stocks up from a year ago and 6 reported decreases. (Stock data are not available for
two trades). During July, 12 trades reported slight increases, 16 showed decreases, and 6 no change
from the end of June,

In accordance with an announcement made by the Secretary of Commerce on July 1, this and
future issues of the MONTHLY WHOLESALE TRADE REPCRT will be confined to the presentation of sales
and inventory data only. .

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES—-SIX TRADES

! Percent
Change
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TABIE 1. - WHOIESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENIORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
JULY 1948 ¢«

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF II‘DIV;WALE CPERATIONS)

i

’ Inventory, éhd-of—moﬁth (at cost) -

Sales
— T T Stock-salegd
Percent change July 1948 sample’ Percent change | July 1948 sample - ratios
Kind of business " L 7 ot Jui .
and pordl B 4 298| No. . of | Reported wy ¥ | No. - of | Reported
geographic division 1045 | 1948 | 1948 |0 o | S Gitan | 1948 | dsss | MO, of | Reporte suly | guly | sane
from | from' | from i from from
ort- sales report- values 1848 11947 | 1948
July | June | 7 mos. gng ad 000) July | June in (add 000)
1947 | 1948: | /19470 ; (a Tl 1047l 1948 8| M
United States totali... eavniensineasl + B =2 + 9 ©2;968 | $518,562 +17 0 1,940 $540,778 148 | 1371 145
New England.yeeeecesesnroescssscsscosescens) 410 -2 + 7 181 21,340 +18 -1 118 18,871 136 | 129 | 135
Middle ALlantiC.i.eecesiiecscnsnsancineseass] + 8 -8 c# .8 800 : 87,331 +17 -1 374 68,007 el 108 1m2
East North Central.sesescsncesescnsnscscene + 7 -3 +9 . . 564 105,170 +18 * 2 . 378 106,651 134 121 128
West North Central.....ceveissesrensesesess] + 8 -2 - +10 327 68,210 +22 + 1 255 101,868 176 | 157 | 170
South AL1antic. . ieeeieiinnivncrarvovneseses] ¢ 7 w1 T8 876 48,060 +21 0 238 51,149 141 ) 128 | 144
East South Central.....civveseenens + 6 -1 + & 149 | 19,634 +18 + 2 - 94 20,492 146 | 130 | 141-
West South Centralive.ieescssseones +10 -1 - 412 254 43, 619 +18 -1 . 178 50,317 163 | 148 | 155!
Mountain.iveieessiiesssersonansiasocsnninss] 15 -1 +12 130 21316 + 4 -2 L. 94 20,757 128 | 142 | 130
25 B & X AP RO JPRPY - 0 + 8 - 304 61099 + 6 -1 203 80,475 174 | ‘179 | 177
Automotive Supplies...ccieavscvecnsssvanacel + 4 +1 0 199’ 12,014 + 5 -2 129 15,474 212 | 208 | 222
New Englandesseneseacsivneressnsonsarsnsa) #1001 | ~-3 o8 . 162 c: I < G - c < c
Yiddle Atlantic.,..... ceenaaf +13 + 5 0., .37 1,083 +19 -2 31 1,574 1941 1891 213
East North Central, .. csecesk + 5 +1 -1 7 48 2,319 + 5 0 38 3,228 1801 178 | 180
West North Central.isicescasinscseensvnsa #4 =1 - 31 3,109 +5 | -2 24 4,424 SR44 1242 | 241
South AtLlantic.ceseseeisiieccsnrnseaness] + 8 -4°) - 48 15 - - 858 + 8 +3 8 | 858 191} 187 | 180
West South Conbral.e.veveeeeeeenssensanns +16 -2 13 937 + 5 -7 n 1,481 l62 | 181 | =201
Hountain.,ceeviavessiansns -8 + 2 11 811 e c e e c c c
- 2 L S S AT ~1 =11 26 2,686 -1 -4 14 © 3,502 261 231 | @281
Electrical group, £0tal.vseevesseenssneenoe] +10 ~3 +15 5585 111,075 +21 + 1 489 140,828 135 | 121 | 3128
Full~line wholesSalers...iceeeeseesssecsess) +10 -2 17, 373 95,393 +21 . 1 364 124,410 135 | g2 izl
NewEngland.............................. -5 -1 + 6 30 5,000 +23 [+] 30 7,895 158 | 122 | 155
Middle Atlantic...... +9 | -8 +13 55 13,221 +29 =1 52 16,746 132 1 110 | 122
East North Central... . +6 | . ~2 +12 n . 22,442 +20 + 2 70 27,827 1251 110 -120
West North Central...ecevivecerncereassrs] +.6 -6 +22 36 9,588 +30 + R 36 | 12,408 129 | 1051 120
South ALlantic. . .veiaiennrnrsnanrsenona & 9 + 2 *14 &0 12,501 *18 +1 S7 18,668 139 | 127} 140
East South Central..sieccecivecsoieseces] +18 -1 +23-- - 4,700 +29 +-1 21 5,888 120 [ 117 ] 126
West South Centrali..iveveciseaessossaisns +20. + 2 +30 42 9,155 +33 -0 42 10,914 118 | 108} 122
Hountadn. cocevensrnsnccnans +22 -7 +27 18 5,751 *22 -1 17 5,182 141 | 141} 154
chific. s sastecnseserraae +14 (¢] +19 ,59_“.\_ 12,965 + 8 -1 39 20,888 161 | 170 | 163
Wiring supplies, gonstruction . R ; s
materials Qistribubors.c.eeesesceinernnaed] + 7 -1 + 5 104 7,029 + 8 0 a8 6,002 111§ 131 | 109
Hew England.iceceeracassasessenossansness 0 -8 =5. 13 502 -2 1 -4 144 1211 1s2 | 121
Middle AL1antiC..iuesisorseenonesocsncnss + B -3 -2 26 1,177 + 5 -2 17 1,189 1321 124 | 126
Bast North Centralesescececevenmensenesas ] -2 + 1 25 1,732 +8 + 2 18 2,038 135 | 1221 126
South Atlantic....... +10 + 5 +10 16 2,093 + 7 + 1 11 1,347 75 78 79
West South Central, +11 -13 +15 5 2686 [ ¢ [ e c e e
PaCLfiCcinerinterecnensssnnsnennssnrnnees] = 4 -4 -8 8 434 -4 -1 7 729 1731 173 | 184
Appliances and specialties s (
Hholesalers. v erussnsscssnsressvosnsnsnses] 415 -9 +12 78 10,653 +25 0 57 10,326 119 s;l.lS 109
New England.sueeesonscnsconens cssceedd +1 -18 +18 4 384 +83 -11 4 ~..357 93 58 85
Middle Atlantic........ seenea] 27 ~16 +18 | 18 2,767 +21 ~ 8 g 1,888 103 | 103 96
Bast North Central....... caveeeas] 411 11 +l1 ° 14 1,638 +55 + 6 [°] 1,348: | 103 7% 86
West North Qentral..... cereersd 10 -4 + 7 8 989 +12 -1 7 . 130 | 128
South Atlantic........, severand + 4| &5 + 9 13 1,821 +50 + 3 1 88 | 100
West South central................... . 0 -8 -8 8 835 c [ ] c <
crsessens| 227 -4 +33 8 1,122 . 451 +11 7 102 | 110
PacifiGueceiiriiiinrianarenaisnennaiss,.] s20°] 28 +13 5 909 | | +24 ~19 4 96| 88
Furniture and house Lurnishings. .ceoesee...] +84 -8 +27 39 7,968 +44 + 1 23 113 | 115
Middle Ablantic...sussieecnensonsanrasens] 424 -2 +3% -8 252 [ <. c [ c
Bast North Central....ecicencisionnneesss] +45 =17 +25 ! ;4 862 c ¢ c c c
West North Central.c..eeeeieiieecnnneenss] 57 | + 7 +33 ;4 3,269 e e c ¢ ¢
esesae] #19 -1 ~+10 L4 - 845 e c .’ ¢ e e
PACIfiC i ceeieiettintaneiirnrsnsonneeas] 418 | =33 414, N 1,435 +52 2 5 87} 108
Hardware...coeiveniiisniniannennnnsenennd] ¢+ 9 | 'wfe | gl ‘19 48,119 +19 =1 92 87,200.| 227 | 200 | 222
Middle M‘.lantic.......................... +17 | =11 «11 | . 25 5,667 +20 0 7,855 208 | 217 =201
East North Central.iiceeeeees,.. -3 -1 + 3 17 9,324 +18 0 : “'20,707 227 185 225
Weat North Central.sescscesses.. +16 -1 + 8 18 12,137 *25 -2 25,350 200 | 194 211
South Atlantic.......e... . 413 ~8 P 17 3,254 +32 + 4 6 378 210 ¢ 185 193
Eagt South Central....cevevevenivnseeness] + © -2 +8 7 2,346 #12° -5 2,7'76 145 | 144 ) 146
West South Central.....cueeveuvnnepcoans] o 0 . -3 7 4,853 282 | 230 | 234
Mountaine.svevessenes Pesssisieiinanaans . 3 ~if 4 1,091 R24 | R17 | 228
P;cific. 1 -2 12 { 17,872 R98 | 292 | =282
A%¢0 - -




TABLE 1. - WHOIESALEMS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GROGRAPHIC DIVISION

Page 3

JULY 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)
- Stock-sales®
Percent change July 1948 gample Porcent change July 1948 sample ratios
Kind of business
an July | July-| 7 mos. ’ July | guiy p -
geographic division 1048 | 1083 | 1948 | Mgi OF | RePOTed | Ngp | g | Moy of | Reported
from | from | from s ollar July | July | June
Jay | sume | 7 mos report- | sales ﬁ;‘; §m report— | values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
Joa7 | leas | 10a7b | 20€ | (add 000) | yoF | o8 ing | (adad 000)

Industrial supplieS..iv.ssesececssssronraces) + 8 -8 + 7 6 $8,197 +10 0 38 411,726 243 | 241 222
New Bngland.ecesessssesseseinssnavannenssf =2 ~14 + 2 7 360 +5 - L 5 1,214 427 | 374 | 864
lidddle AtlanbiC.ecesssesoessssconieesesss =B =15 -3 20 1,781 + 7 +.3, 12 2,285 207 182 | 169
Enst Norbh Centralesiiiseessivenssscionse 4.5 + 3 + 3 2 1,000 22 0 <] 805 184 145 175
West North Central..veceeccorvonssrasenea + & + 7 16 4 355 c ] [ c e | ¢ e

T PN IS [ -12 + 9 7 478 + 3 -4 5 a17 1871 171 | 136
.West South Central...esesevivssicersnssss] 420 -8 +186 8 3,230 +18 0o 4 6,003 268 | R6L| 257
TR T P I 3 -9 -2 ] 522 c ¢ c c - ¢ ¢ ]

JOUOLTY. ¢ e esensernovercrnsnnososavasnssesss] #12 | =19 | 49 148 4,583 420 | + 5 77 11,806 | ze2| 388| 202
HNew England.’c.sssaans ereseavevaresveesl +R0 -12 + 9 4 288 3 3 c [ c ] e
Middle Atlanbic...ceeevesvcrnnvisanearess| 410 | 28 +16 %9 862 + 7 +10 14 2,428 505 | 491 ®29
East North Cenbral.i.ciceceservcserensens| #10 =20 + 6 45 1,352 +22 + 8 23 3,664 367 | 337 | 274
West North Central.c.ceiccrscesnrvinssses 18 -10 +11 16 78 -6 -5 n 1,415 3251 408 | 320
South Atlantic.cveiveciinrnincscccrvssnai +R6 -8B -2 5 213 e [ c e c ¢ ¢
PacifiCicarsrenenccrosectsasnnserassnenss) + 8 21 +10 28 977 + 7 + 3 19 3,098 3511 564 271

Lumber and building materials.ssesecioscessf +29 s 2 +21 52 10,452 +6L + 1 29 5,888 g1 78 96
¥iddle AtlanbicCseiscesevrnceenncacsnseans +32 + 8 +18 9 2,411 c c < [ [ [ c
East North Central.seseensesescnanrson.. sl 4R5 R +21 10 1,382 +69 -5 6 749 83 63 84
West North Centralicevesiovsversiasverenad #25 -8 +26 6 1,420 1 ] [] < [ c [
South ALLantiCsissesnessoscosancrasnasesss] +24 ~1 +19 9 1,549 +57 ~1 5 1,225 17 98 | 128
Bast South Central.is.useseraiescesencenasa) 211 -8 » 8 4 754 [ c © [ [ ¢ [
PaCifiCousssrnncsncaninsicossasnessancass] +87 + 3 +34 8 1,015 +82 + 3 7 1,594 160} 119! 188

Machinery, equipment, supplies

(except electrical)svesovronacavnererasosos) +15 -8 + 9 47 5,860 +13 -2 34 8,842 184 ) 1841 175
Hew Englende..ecccvesvossssooncsnsnvoness| + 1 -22 +18 5 267 +5 +1 5 858 334 | 320 257
Hiddle ALLantic.se.sieseeecneraconans 4+ 8 -9 + 8 5 6826 c ¢ [ c ¢ [ [
East North Central.s.ccveecsvesanosecssss] + 2 -3 -1 10 ‘848 + 2 0 T 865 177 | 176 | 167
West South Central.eeceessercocessrsrenss] +43 «~13 +36 [ 1,600 +35 + 1 5 3,084 197 | 216 | 18§
PatifiCeieiesncorineosrrsrsssrveenssoscse + B -8 -9 10 202 +23 -3 7 1,514 272 | 238 | 268

UetalSesererasroacrrssvosostsssssivssvarens] +18 -8 +14 20 3,957 -8 + 3 10 2,788 152 | 151 1z9

Optical gooda.......................-...... -5 ~14 + 2 ) 191 3 3 c c [ c c

Paints and varnishesS.eeseessscessasseciceses) +19 -1 +14 5% 5,976 +19 0 11 1,065 151 | 125 | 119
East North Contral.essseecrcrsccanssanscss] +14 ~9 + 6 5 383 ¢ ] ] c ¢ c e
Soubh AtlanticCiseescessivrecrecconnrsaenasd 210 ~13 +18 4 827 [] (] c 3 ¢ < ]

Plumbing and heating supplieS.sesesecsssess) + 7 -5 +12 86 5,941 +20 -2 39 5,644 149 | 138 | 148
New England.sosecicesasssorassassasesesee ¢ 5 + 1 +17 7 318 [ ¢ c ¢ c c c
Hiddle AbLanbiCaieevesossonsvennorsssocns] #ld + 1 + 7 17 1,450 +26 -3 7 782 130 | 105 | 142
Bagt North Central.ccersersionssnccinsess + 5 ~ 3 +12 18 1,582 + 7 ~3 13 1,917 156 | 153 | 187
Heat Horth Centralis.vessercrecnercrvnesse + @ =15 +14 1 1,133 +25 -4 8 1,546 134 | 117} 120
Pacificiseressanorecsvecsonnosvosanscacas] + 2 -5 +10 4 781 [ c [ c [ c c

Refrigeration equipment, parts . )

{commereial)acevesvrranrevnsss R 0 -3 24 1,169 -3 -1 19 1,785 198 | 203 { 210
East North Centralivecsccessscerseraranesd +14 + 7 +198 5 260 ~1 -1 5 553 213 | 245 | 228
South Atlantic..eesssvvicesecronansevansd + 4 +10 -7 5 314 -14 -3 4 408 171 | 215 | 194
PaCLfiC.easssrsrransessesarssscassarsnenn] =16 -2 -19 5 190 + 6 0 4 345 246 | 176 | 258

Surgical., medical, equipment, supplies.....| + 7 -8 + 8 26 1,470 + 9 -2 18 1,537 145 | 144 | 140
Uiddle ALlanbiC.ivveveorisacsnsvacararsee] + 9 =18 + 4 8 R72 c c (] c c c c
East North Central...eeevecerssnsrsercans] + 2 -8 +12 8 583 [ c [ [ c e c

BOOr . sveosernensverasessasssvasssiosccsansad & 5 + 7 + 5 40 1,880 + B ~13 25 428 35 38 45

Chemicals, industrialiceesscervaorsccsosnes] +16 ~12 + 8 15 1,264 +20 ~3 10 1,082 122 | 122 1 120

drifo

{Continued on next mge)

.




Page 4

JULY 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

TABLE 1. - WHOIESAIERS® SAIES AND mvmmnEs, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GROGRAPHIC DIVISION

Salasg Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)
8tock-sales
Percent, change July 1948 sample ‘Percent .change July 1948 sample ratios®
Kind of business 7
and July | July 008, July | July
geographic division 1948 | 1948 | 1948, Ngimgf R;g;i:‘;d 1948 | 1948 “gimgt R:g;ﬂ:d July | July |June
from | fram | from | yoporte | gales from | from | oport- | values | 1948 |1947 | 1848
July | June | 7 mos, ing (add 000) July | June ing (add 000)
1047 | 1948 | 1s47d 1947 | 1948 | :

Clothing and furnishings )

{except ShoB8)sescssrsseserrescrssvacsesss] =21 | 16 0 28 $685 .| '+ 8 + 5 13 £1,100 825 | 242 | 238
iddle ABLantiCes.ssevsoseersecoroonness] =4 | =8 + 5 7 192 e ¢ e ¢ ¢ e ¢
East North Central.i.csecovececsvcnannss] =16 -8 -12 5 133 e e ¢ e c c [
Scuth Atlantic.. 29 ~18 -8 ] 124 ] [ e e < ] [
Pacific..cceviserersecsroccrsasesnvonssea]l =10 + 4 ~24 s 102 [ ¢ ] [ ] ] c

!

CO08leeseseascsssssonersvsnancosssnsenansasf +80 + 8 +36 11 6,830 [ c [] [ c c e
Confectionery.ccvvassecsnscrsccrsscssssene + 9 -3 + 6 49 2,026 ¢ 2 + 8 25 1,220 82 87 74
HAGA1e AbLoNbiCersessescessessnrcsnssoes] +8 | « 8| 49 7 576 e ¢ ¢ c e | ¢ | e

+ 8 =11 + 9 7 272 [] [ e [] e [ [
West North Central..cosesvseercsrassonce] +R2 +* 5 + 7 4 344 +25 -1 4 iges &8 57 61
Soubh Atlanticecucciaveassnronrssansnace] =4 ~10 -8 12 268 + 4 -~ 1 5 188 119 113 | 109
East South Central.....cccevesnesorecea 410 + 2 +1 8 357 c e ] [ ] [ e

Dalry and poultry products....ciceciessssss] 18 + R «14 27 7,022 18 -4 13 oL 30 40 38
Yiddle AblantiC...cvososssvosevesrveraso] <451 =30 +17 8 8,312 c e ¢ [ c 3 1
Bast North Central.seesrcvicrcicrsnvensas) #28. 1 + 8 +21 12 1,574 ] < c ] [ e | e

DIY ZOOUSereruseenrescossnsvasssessnsssncs] + 6 + 1 + 6 185 44,080 +28 0 108 68,558 246 1 102 | 285
Hew Englantdecceessicecesssasirosencaonse] = 6 ~18 -6 7 . 488 + 1 +9 7 1,096 220 | 207 | les
Middle ALLantit...esavescassocnnscsssoss] + 1 =1T +11 43 5,662 428 + 3 26 7,188 178 | 138 1 144
East North Centrale..ccesserssssssenssns] 910 + 4 +1 12 2,082 +25 -1 10 4,268 216 1 189 | 227
West Noxth Contralesecesssccsiss -8 ~10 -2 12 8,588 +26 + 2 11 16,076 254 | 188 | 222
South AtlantiCsecsssioresscsesesos 10 | +20 + 4 2 3,408 +20 + 1 14 6,541 R45 | 230 | 308
East South Centralececcecsceosscsvssessnsf = 2 +15 -8 15 1,014 18 + 7 hal 3,869 269 { 224 | 287
West South Cenbral...uevoveescnsesrvonces] =13 - B -10 10 1,112 +24 -1 8 2,827 R72 | 198 | 280
Hountain.ecseeresesiscocsoneorceevoonens]| +11L + 4 «5 ki b3 +21 + 8 5 ’ 1oL | 177 | 198
PacifiCieeoeeccssorencsesannsennssencsae] 420 | + 1 +15 14 4,208 1 -2 9 8,217 R85 | 270 | 803

Farm suppli€seeeesssceceraversesesenensess] =17 | =12 + 4 15 2,679 ) + 8 88 L] 14| 80
Hiddle AblantiCesseoencsrcvevsosscsosese] =4 -7 + 5 4 825 o c c [ c c e
East North Central.cecescsvcsscosinsonns| =15 28 +19 4 302 [ -] [ o ¢ [ ¢

Fresh fruits and vegetables.: . veveesnanoes] =1 0 + 1 % 8,770 =11 -7 46 979 28 25 25
Middle ALIANEIC..csssseersesrscnsenscsns] 8 | ¢15 -2 17 1,987 | -8 -5 1 70 9 9 9
East North Centralececesisncecasssaesenaf + 8 =13 + 8 8 1,986 + 9 + 8 0 307 34 32 83
West North Contraleccercrcreccncsssnracs} + 5 +24 + 7 ] 879 c c [ c c c e
South AbdentiCicsceseescinccsasesscsonoal + 8 - 2 + 5 9 488 ~10 -26 6 1 52 14 I8 19
East South Central..cevvseccorrensvencse] + 8 g +16 (3 344 ¢ ] ] [] ] [ e

Groceries, t0bAl.veeessivrracrnersersscece) 25 | =L | +§ 598 110,284 + 7 0 378 101,412 135 | 182 | 1324
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers %...} + & 0 + § 548 53,841 + 8 0 209 53,688 136 | 151 | 135
New EnglanG.cocesesseesnvscnsocsossossos) =1 -4 -8 ] 1,014 ] ] ] e ¢ ] [
Yiddle Ablanticeeccsnecsrcnsonassconocscel + 8§ =11 +12 22 3,827 +24 + 5 i6 $,08) 122 o2 83
East North Centralececoecossevsesosncocsf = & - & v 2 83 7,974 + 8 + 3 24 9,228 188 | 146 | 142
Weat North Central..evcescrsvsssosessoced ¢ 7 -4 + 9 56 9,583 + 9 0 44 12,875 168 § 186 { 151
South AtlantiCuieiiececaosrosecsccasonesne + 2 0 + 3 66 7,499 +22 -4 32 4,351 110 92 | 118
East South Centralesccsavevsecescscvccns] =8 « 2 -4 35 5,864 ¢] -3 25 5,287 108 8 | 114
West South Conbrald.cccsevecscconcencanssd + 8 + 4 + 9 ki 12,898 +21 0 52 11,218 120 | 108 | 188
Hounbadn. ceverceserrnncassosnsansoosrsanf o # B +15 - § 17. 2,780 -14 -2 14 4,072 72 | 212 | 189
Pacific..icceerricsceassscossoncarocaseaf +1B8 +10 + 5 14 §,802 -1 - 1 5 4,538 180 | 152 | 152
¥25¢0

{Gonbinued on next pags)



TABIE 1. - WHOIESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIvisIoy ~ Peee s
JULY 1948 .
(DATA ARE SHONN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost)
Stock-sales®
Percent change July 1948 sample Percent change July 1948 sample ratios
Kind of business
and July | July | 7 mos. : July July
geographic division 1948 | 1948 1948 Ng: of | Reported 1948 1948 No. of | Reported
irms dollar firms dollar July | July | June
from | from from from from
report~ sales report- values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
duly | gune | 7mos, | Uo7 | (aqq ooy | JWAY | June in (add 000)
1947 | 1948 1947k . 1947 1948 g
Voluntary-grotup WholesalerSsseeeess rass + 4 -2 + 3 140 $34,849 + 6 -1 105 $30,686 134 130 131
New England.ceeevsseerossconsessnccosss | +17 -8 + 8 1 5,118 c e c [ [ c e
Middle Atlantic.....eveevaonnaed + 3 + 3 + 5 33 8,909 -7 -1 20 4,074 121 | 123 126
East North Central..cesveseevonrsecesses | + 4 -7 + 4 40 10,660 + 4 + 3 33 9,074 1071 109 95
West North Central..cveciesssevenrsesse | +°4 -4 + 1 25 5,R35 +18 0 23 10,780 2121 192 | =05
South Atlantic.ic.cvvcnivvserinnivnssss] 8 + 3 + 6 8 1,593 c c ] [ c c c
PacifiCieectrssessecssascenscancesreoacas | = 4 + 3 +1 8 3,093 -4 -5 7 2,620 107] 105 | 110
Retaller~cooperative warehouseS...vsesee | +16 0 +17 21 8,758 +17 + 5 12 5,785 126§ 1171 127
Specialty lines wholesslerS.iesassscsces | + 5 -2 + 85 91 12,836 -8 -4 50 11,288 1391 351 | 143
New Englandeesvesoecoseeseesescescssane 0 +12 + 6 7 174 ~29 -2 4 56 54 78 58
¥iddle Atlantic...evesvencrreavsnnscase | 11 <11 + 5 21 3,236 +21 ~13 1 1,851 1251 104 | 116
East North Centralic.eescriessonnsnesees | =86 -2 + 2 11 584 -7 + 4 4 12 63 82 59
South Atlanbic.cesseirnrsnesovosernnncs =7 -17 + 5 20 1,093 + 9 + 2 8 826 108 90 85
East South Centrale...ecevrissesesseosess | + 1 -4 + 4 4 158 c c [ e c c c
" Nest South Central..e.escseesnssacesess| =9 +1 -3 5 549 [ [ ¢ e e c [}
PacifiCecccreressnrvontocsrannvscsnoses | + 7 +8 + 5 18 8,328 <11 -3 14 7,642 166 | 193] 183
Leather and shoe findings...eeevovsesaess | =7 + 3 -8 7 537 + 2 -3 13 938 388 | 343 ] 383
Kiddle Atlantic...cesenessssoncnccnaneee | =2 ~7 -5 8 53 + 1 0 4 77 269 | 380 | 266
East North Central...vecevensnsrevansea i = 9 + 8 -4 4 69 c [ < e [ c c
West North Central......vvviesnvnvoeones | =14 -7 -8 5 78 [ c e [ [ c c
PacifiCissceeivnneinrssnrasiiaescreseas) =5 + 9 -13 5 284 c c [ ¢ c ] [
Meabs and meat productS.sseseeassrssneses | +18 -8 +22 40 22,008 ) +27 -3 34 12,002 58 54 55
hiddle Atlantice.eeesverioivosocnensven | + 2 -9 +17 1 4,541 [ c c c ] c ¢
East North Central..icvvsvsesvasrececes |° #189 -3 +30 13 10,168 ¢ c ] [ ¢ e [
South AblanticCesseeececoersannoonssasas | +42 ~9 +13 4 1,271 (] c c ] c e c
PacifiC.eccivessesroeranrsconennsossees] +22 +11 +31. 4 1,818 c - c c ¢ c c c
Paper and its products.....eeececenveosas | =7 ~12 Y 82 7,265 +34 + 1 30 5,247 151 | 111 ] 142
Middle AtlantiCeieesvvcrssassssssscesees | =5 =13 -4 20 1,882 +32 + 3 10 1,111 127 84| 112
East North Centraliiecesessssevernessas | =14 17 -1 19 3,365 +43 +3 10 2,004 137 g1 | 1r2
South Atlantic..ceveererenceriscnsesans -4 -7 + 2 7 544 c c [} 1 c [ c
Petroleume cescasecseacssocssnesssssnsonaa | +26 -2 +31 28 1,235 +14 + 1 27 775 635 70 62
Shoes and other footwear.....icoceevscren | =6 + 4 + 5 23 21,685 +29 -9 15 8,761 96 791 136
Tobacco productSissessecesescsnssesnsases | + 4 0 + 2 259 31,848 + 1 -5 130 8,141 51 52 54
New BnglanGeseescsosesscrossaseranvaeaa | + T -1 + 8 21 3,172 +26 + 2 8 322 40 33 38
Middle Atlantic.....cesvenenvencenceses ] + 3 -1 [ 59 9,886 + 5 -9 34 3,491 50 49 54
East North Central....cvovevivasunceess | ¢ 6 0 + 4 85 7,624 ~13 -4 20 1,290 45 53 46
West North Cenmtral.......civvivivennens| #8581 O +1 34 3,393 -3 -7 21 1,095 59 62 60
South Atlanbic...vseieecnvinnenscnnsnes | + 4 +15 +1 15 1,516 +33 + 8 10 686 58 45 60
FEast South Central.eeeececvsecesrscness | +13 + 4 -2 7 352 c c [ c e c c
West South Central.seveiesveciansseens. | + 1 + 1 -2 27 1,874 +3 + 6 9 336 70 69 73
Mountain.eeeesoereesenssosnsncnnsraress ] =2 -3 0 18 1,162 . =18 -4 15 365 51 €0 55
PacifiCecirnescoeresensrcesnsnossnasaes | =2 -2 -2 R3 2,870 -5 0 11 454 47 52 48
MiscellaneouS.ceeeeersornanvsnnssrescnsrs ] + 8 + R + 8 105 21,730 +28 + 4 68 27,057 187 | 179 186

®

business) for an identical group of firms.

Insufficient data to show separately.
Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

aa U

" States comprising geographic divisions:

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R, I., V&.)

¥iddle Atlantiec - (N. J., N. Y., Pa.)

East North Central - (Ill., Ind., Mich., Chio, Wis.)

‘West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,
N. Dak., S.. Dak.)

42§¢o

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment

Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

South Atlantic - (Del,, D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W. Va.)
East South Central ~ {Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn,)

West South Central — (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)

Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
Pacific - (Calif,, Oreg., Wash.)
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SALES AND INVENTORIES
UNITED STATES SUMMARY . GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

AUGUST 1948

Data contained herein were compiled from confidential reports submitted to the Bureau of
the Census by 2,966 merchant wholesalers repressnting all parte of the country and the wvarious
lines of trade., August sales of the 2,966 wholesalers totaled $560,670,000.

Angust dollar sales of the 2,966 merchant wholesalers registered an increase of 13 psreent
over August of last ywvar, and wore up 6 percent from July of this ysar. Likewlse, salea during the
first 8 months of 1948 showed an increase of 9 percent over the corresponding period of 1947,

August sales of independent retail stores, as shown in the Bureau's MONTHLY RETAIL THRADE
REFORT, were up 11 percent over August of last year and 5 percent from July of this year. For the
year-to-date, the first 8 months of 1948 compared with the corresponding period of 1947, sales of
independent stores increased & percent compared with the 9 percent increase recorded by the 2,966
merchant wholesalers.

Of the 37 wholesale trades for which data are shown separately in the accompanying tables,
33 yeported increases over August of last year - the gains ranging up to 20 percent or more for
furniture, hardware, lumber and building materials, metals, bser, chemlcals, coal, and pstroleum.
One trade — machinery, equipment, and supplies — showed 1ittle or no change, while three reported
sales decreases as follows: refrigeration equipment and parts (commercial), off 10 percent; Zfarm
supplies, off 5 percent; and fresh fruits and vegetables, off 7 percent. Twenty-nine of the trades
shown separately herein, registered seasopal increases from July to August, with gains of more than
25 percent shown for jJewelry, clothing, shoes, and dry goods. Seven trades recorded moderate de-
ereasss, while one, confectionery, showed no change.

August 31 inventories, valued at cost, 0f 1,928 of the 2,966 wholesslers were up 17 per=
gent over August 31 of last year, but they registersd 1ittle or no change from the end of Julys
Twenty-sight trades showed stocks up from a year ago six reported decreases, and one showed mo
change. (Stock data ars not available for two tradea.s During August, 15 trades reported increases,
16 showed decreases, and four, no change from the end of Julys

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES.—SEVEN TRADES

Percent
Change

30

et 4

AUGUST 1948 C
AUGUST 1947

SALES
INVENTOR1ES

Data in this report are not adjusted for mumber of days in the month nor for seasonal or price

flnctnationa.
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TABIE 1. - WHOLESAYLERS' SAIES AND INVENTORTES, BY KINDS OF BUSMESS D GEOGRAPKIG DIVISION
AUGUST 1948

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRABHIC bIVISIONS WHERE POSSTELE: WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)

vLF Ve

Sales Inventory, snd-of-month (at sost) . o
Stock~sales®
Porgent change Auguet 1948 samples Percent .change August 1948 sample ratios
Kind of business . . 3 moo Aig Avg K :
and oba | 1o8s [%,29% | No. of. | Beported 4 3 |No. . of | Reported ..
geographic divielon 1948 | 1948 | 1948 firme dglo.lnr 1948 | 1948 firma dollar - I Auge [Atgs |July
from | from | from from from 1 1 1
Mg, | July |8 ws roport= sales hug July report= | values 948 11947 {1948
1947 | 1948 | 1g49b | tme o (dd 000) | (g | Yo, | tng | (add 000)
Unitod States totaleeesercescocsneson 413 + 6 +9 2,966 $560,670 +17 0 1,928 $541,, 014 1450 £ 136 | 147
Now England.sesscssconssssssssosnssssnsoon +10 -4 +7 185 20,923 +18 +3 120 21,788 146 ] 138 | 138
. +11 + 5 + 8 614 89,788 +19 1 36k 72,204 121 | 112 | 124
East North Centml-.......-............... +12 + 2 +9 571 103,180 +18 =1 367 99,249 1291124 1132
Wogt Horth Contraliccecsssscerssccssnnesces +16 +7 +11 314 72,268 +21 -l 243 101,650 160:1. 155 | 173
w5 +71 +8 388 55,098 +22 -1 49 52,4577 1291123 L 10
+18 +14 + 8 160 23,953 +#17 -2 19 24,381 1331 134 | 154
+ 8 ol +11 258 43,877 416 +1 182 52,036 151 | 1by | 150
k6 -2 +12 125 18,895 + 6 + 1 87 20,952 146 180 | 143
+18 + 5 +10 317 70,100 +6 -l 190 76,552 1551 169 | 147
Automotive supplics....................... +15 +9 + 2 178 11,095, +11 -1 105 10,644, 179 | 183 | 195
Middle Atlantj.c......................... +21 +13 + 2 3 1,059 +22 -3 30 1,451 180 | 130 | 211
East North Contral.iscccescesssssasesnssn +20 +11 2 42 2,483 +:5 +:1 34 3,302 159 ] 182 | 176
Weat North Contralecevsssessseernnnsnons 416 +16 +1 16 2,367 +10 + 3 9 l,5k6 170 | 180 | 200
South AtlantiCiecscssecesscnrsssnans +22 +10 +8 14 &85 + 6 4] 9 205 A2 A9
West South Centralesesess 415 | -7 0 1 Uk +28 -2 7 1.327 I7L | 154 | 155
Mountaln.seaeoss 410 § + 1 +3 10 752 [ ¢ ¢ e e ]
Pacificiecenes +61 A5] 10 42 2,181 +11 -5 10 1.1431 258 | 211 | 312
Elsctrical group, t0taleesecsesesrsessssos +18 +2 +16 562 111,209 +22 -2 483 137,924 131 | 127 | 135
Full~-1ine wholesalerB.eecssssssnessessses | 419 411 417 373 92,938 +22 -2 359 120,899 133 130 137
New Englandeececessensssancenrcscenssonce +12 -2 + 6 30 4,883 +23 0 30 7,893 162 | 147 | 138
Middle AtlantlCeseescedoeserssrssersancs #11 -2 +12 58 13,190 +27 -5 52 15,957 1291 115.].133
East North Contrslessesesss +12 -3 +12 12 2,752 +24, -2 ¢! 2307 126 | 114 | 125
West North Central +24 +5 +22 35 9,83L +32 [+] 35 12,286 1251 117113
South Atlantices.s +20 +.5 +15 12,644 +25 -2 55 15,871 134 | 128 1144
East South Centrale.evevececessecsncassas +37 +10 +2h 19 4,508 +28 -5 18 5,240 1201 127 | 139
WeBt South CONtIralasesacessscsnsiosoeses +25 by +30 8,807 +33 + 2 L2 10,988 125} “117 | 117
Mountaineseseceassnsncasssorcossssonscas +36 -1 +28 17 3,583 +7 -3 16 4,832 137 | 174 ;139
PaG1fiCoesasnsssasssensnvocscscsrnnaanns +23 +5 +21 Lo 13,740 + 7 -3 Lo 20,435 1491 172 | 161
Wirlng supplies, construction :
materisls distributorB.icsssecenscescencs +15 + 6 + 6 106 75347 17 + 2 . 6,235 112 | 108 | 117
Now Englandeseeersssencocsoeisnonssconne +15 + 8 -1 12 515 [ e ¢ ¢ ¢ ] ¢
-1 0 -2 29 1,133 +7 +3 20 1,290 1521 132 | 149
+13 +12 +.3 24 1L, +13 o] 18 1,750 | 138 141 | 157
k4 +11 +21 7 705 e ¢ e ) c .8 ¢
+11 +5 +10 15 2,073 +35 +1 1z 1,487 Th & 78
West South CentrAlesesssessscessescesoas +33 + 2 +19 5 (AN 31 2 S L9 110 114§ 113
PACIfICIennetentnsssestetsnrcantsvocosss +3 -1 -2 7 403 + 6 + b 3 729 185 | 180 | 175
Appliances and specialties ’
WholoBaloTBeeaacessesoreianrsoosessasenns +12 + 6 +12 83 11,124 +31 +2 53 10,880 129} 112 | 131
New Englandsseseovsesvesssoossessasnacas +42 +37 +19 7 888 +48 +12 & b69 72{ 72| 100
Middls Atlanticesess +18 0 +14 20 2,944 48 + 2 9 2,964 163 | 127 | 18
East North Central.. +12 +28 +12 14 1,657 +93 +1 8 1,044 a 81 107
West North Central.. +20 | 220 + 6 10 868 +11 + 6 6 792 118§ 145 | 124
South AtlantiC.csess 426 412 +11 13 2,032 +58 +5 11 1,529 98 93] 102
MOUNtaEin. sssececossrensnsenecronnsnsanse -21 ~ 6] 428 6 851 +36 -6 5 94,8 1281 93 | 125
PBeifiteeisseincnanreronesnsennoarnances 20 =25 + 8 7 799 +10 -3 [ 1,031 150 103 | 108
Furniture and house Lurnishingsecseacsenas +22 + 7 +27 AN 8,095 +50 +1 25 7,459 127 95 1 128
Now Englandececsessssascsssssoscoonsnses *27 +2 #19 4 659 c ¢ [ (-] a a e
Middle AtlanticCeieesvasescerne eoe +28 43 33 12 1,961 +43 «1 é 1,051 ¥ 85 | 137
East North Centralisceveccees Py +19 +1h +25 4 933 ] e < a [ ] a
Hountaineseiavesesnecssnsisocnnsnsanconn «10 + 6 + 2 I 242 '] e a e s ] @
Pacificsseessiacionsrscarsonansnnscianes +13 +1 +14 7 303 +45 +7 I 254 179] 172 | 177
HardWar®. ceveseoenssoocnccnssocnasnancnsss +22 +10 + 9 115 L, 856 20 -3 a1 73,013 1931 199 | 201
Middle Atlantic......................... +25 +10 +12 25 6,311 +15 -1 s 8,336 1851 214 | 204
East North 0entralececesessorcsesssocses +15 +11 b 13 s +18 -3 n 5026 193] 187 | 220
Wost North Contralesesesserescsceesenrene | +23 | 4 6| 410 17 12,38 +2 -3 16 23,853 1964 197 | 24
South AtlantiGescacssscesseeocnnesas +23 + 8 +13 19 4,112 +50 +3 13 5,808 188{ 141 | 204
Eaot ‘South Central.... +18 15 +9 7 2,470 17 o 5 2,772 139 14 | 162
West 3outh Central,. cescesesssa +11 b +9 U 3,621 1 -3 7 4,727 215] A0 | 257
PBOLLLC e tcsesrssoracoansnscansrasnsasns +41 *25 +7 288 6,043 +18 -5 9 11,430 204 | 246 | 270

{Continued on noxt page)
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TARIE 1. - WROLESALERS® SAIESMEVMR’ES,HKEDSOFBUSHESBMWGDHTSIM Thee
AUGUST 1948 .
(DATA ARE SEOWN BY GROGRAYHIC DIVISIONS WHERR POSSIHLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF IHDIVIUN omag"mis) i
Selos Joventory, end-of-month (at cost)
Pergent ohange August 1948 sample | Paraent ohsnge. | Auvguat Q948 imlo r:uo-"‘
Kind of business . p -
and ug. | Aug. wos, Avg, | Aueg.
gsographic division 1948 | 1948 | 1945 | No: of | Reported | g.07[ qop0 | Mo, of | Reportet
Trom | from from firme dollar from Trom firmas dolliar Aug. | Aug, | Jaly
repart=- | . sales TOPOT LS values 1948 1947 | 1948
Aug. | uly | 6 mos, | T5F (add 000) s | Ty 1ag. | (a8a 000)
1947 | 1348 | 1947P ng 1947 | 1948
Industrial !mllil....................... +13 +.2 * 69 $11,092 +11 L 7 $18,187 231 2e2| 245
Bow Bnglond.cseicecsssessonsosnsnsinonne | #10 + ) +.3 [ 8569 +:8 -8 ] 1,897 3291 554] 341
Middle AL1antin..cissieionisncnnsnsonncs | 411 +18 -1 20 2,228 +138 =1 B 1,758 1843 176 | 316
Eant Horth Contral...csisesesicosesissionss | #14 -3 + 4 9 764 +20 -8 5 498 115 171} 201
West North Contral..cesesverssoenssosoin ] +25 +10 +16 6 564 ° ] L] [ B e ° o
+15 +1 +10 8 79 +4 -2 ] 806 159! 170 188
+27 +11 +9 & 617 ] ] ] e [ [ <
+24 + 2 +5 10 2,324 ] e ] o L ] e
TOWOLT T e eceenrssnessonanunsarvasnniomesone +3 +33 + 8 156 6,868 +10 -2 78 11,515 2571 239 ] 387
How England.v.oscocecssrciosnsnsveasosse| =3 +13 + 7 4 324 e ] e o ] e [
M1ddle Atlantio... esrescesasaveacun -2 +36 +18 44 1,298 *17 + 1 14 2,472 7| 2r7| 481
- Past North Central......c... srvees| #+ 8 +44 + 8 44 2,007 +18 -2 23 3,530 245 232] 364
West North Central.v.ieiceesecserosnsonss -1 +34 + 9 13 959 +12 [+] 10 1,845 230 201 ] 314
South Atlantic...evsese sesassevsrees] =1 +33 -2 ? 806 o L] o e L] < L)
- West South Central.. ere| + 9 | -+43 L 4 261 8 0 e. ° ] ] L]
Pasifi0u.sceacraersessercassssrasscscess| + 5 +83 +9 3% 1,620 -8 -8 20 2,002 251 e52 | 34y
Lumber end building materiels....i.ic..e.. | +38 + 7 +24 54 11,041 +61 + 1 26 5,678 89 77 94
Middle ALIaRtiC..irveiracnnrronrinnaress ]| +44 + 7 22 12 2,806 [ C} L} e ° e o
+25 +2 +21 11 1,466 e ] e ] L] [ [
+42 *16 +27 4 518 L] L] ¢ ] ° e °
+27 +9 +21 9 1,699 ° s L] s L [ ]
+10 +13 + 6 4 848 ° @ L] L] e ] e
Pacififecesvinsarivisneiveressansonsnses] +57 + 8 +38 8 1,721 L] e [ L] [ L] ]
Eaohinery, equipment, supplies
{exzcopt 01e0trical)esvscserecrarsosvrsrens] # 8 +13 +9 43 3,884 + 9 +1 26 4,847 182 | 162 | 199
BotalBic.ceeuiecsreronsscecannccsrsencones] +35 +283 +15 19 2,987 -5 -1 12 2,908 123 178 | 1586
Opti0al GOOAB..eecenrsossssaansnsnerssenes]| 8 | 415 + 2 7 200 ) ° s o e ¢ o
Painte and vorniehes......cceceeesncnssernes] +14 + .8 +14 21 1,685 +16 0 11 969 121}] 117} 128
Plumbing end heating SupplieS.........s...| +18 +15 +13 58 5,754 +25 + 8 32 4,715 139} 128 137
Now Bngland..ceacsenseercrscnsssassssass| #14 +23 +16 7 390 e L] L] ] [ ° o
¥iddle Atlantiec... vesssesesssrvacese| +26 +18 +9 16 1,204 +2) +1 [ 732 113 124 133
East Korth Central,...... ers| +18 +14 +13 1 1,882 + 6 -3 10 1,696 140§ 184 | 168
West North Central.. .o veosnisense| +2& +25 +14 ? 560 423 -8 5 5 1031 108 | 141
PRoifi0ococeocnsstatceasnonnvaonsaesssns]| 429 +35 +12 4 1,121 ] L] L] [] L] [} ]
Refrigeration equipment, parts .
(:om::cial ...?‘:......:.................. -10 -8 -4 20 1,040 -4 4 14 1,832 223 18 200
Surgical, mwediosl, equipment, supplies....} +16 +5 + 9 22 2,687 +14 -4 16 2,800 08| 113| 18
BeOT . rireerianrarscrcesrsreorssonnionsese] 83 + 2 + 8 40 2,967 +88 -1 30 805 23 25 28
T
Chemioals, {ndustrTiml..scecssersveasessans]| +BL +3 +10 18 1,890 +16 +1 12 1,388 82 ar -3

Harreé.

{Continued on next page)




Paga 4

~ ABGUST 1948

(DATA AHE -SHOWN ‘BY ‘GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSISLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

TABIE 1. - WHOIESALERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, B!KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Sales Inventory, end-of-sionth . (&t cost)  |°
Stock-sales®
Percent. change August 1948 sample. | Percent change | August 1948 sample ration
Kind of business . P a . g A
and DEe | oss | 208 I No. of | Reported fs | 798 . |'Ha.: of . | Reported
goographle division }Zﬁ_‘; }Z:ﬁ gﬁ: firms dollar }Zﬁ: g«o": firms doliar . | Augs | Augs | July
Aug‘. July | 8 mos; | FOPOTE~ sales Kag. July report~" | ‘valuas ' |'1948 |1947 | 1948
1957 | 2948 | 19478 | dme | (ada 000) | 1907 |1g3 | dng | (add 000)
GClothing and Purnishings : ‘

(except 8h088)sivessrassisrsvsnssrsoassnne 9 +62 +1 26 41,604 +2, -8 14 31,411 150 114211 236
COBLensusensnrvssosssnssnoncoacsensnansans +35 | ~ 2| +36 11 6,692 o [} [ [ [ e [
CONTOCLLONSITsess asansinnsssssasanncrones | 410 0| +6 5 2,390 L | =2 25 1,261 | 102] @
E88t Novth ContTaleessssrssssesnensesens | 420 | 49| 410 6 330 s ¢ e o ¢ Lol e
West North Central. +23 -3 +10 s 332 e ) ] e o e [
South Atlantic.cesvesssss + 6 + 6 -1 15 K73 =19 -7 8 287 é | 101 92
East South Contralesssesscssensncascrans +12 -1 11 8 336 e -3 © a e ° .c
Dairy and poultry productSesecscescssocosss 410 | <0 13 26 4,373 =1 +21 15 1,208 371 Ll 28
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)...e.s +12 +1 |+ 7 168 40,662 + 7 +3 131 58,329 18L | 188} 178
New Englandessssssasecsecessscsscsssenas | +8| =61 8 13 2,116 A1 + 5 10 3,12, | w911 183! 1n
Middle AtlantiCecsescsssrssarecses e +9 -1 + 4 22 7,338 LAty + b 15 7,616 162 | 157 { 155
East North Centralecesscecassencas +15 -1 +9 23 6,486 +5 +3 17 7,917 159 1 1} 153
West North Centralives. +15 +3 + 8 19 4,900 413 + 6 18 7,490 173 | 175 168
South AtlantiCseesssses +12 -1 +8 2% Lgh52 +2 +2 19 6,331 202 | 222 195
East South Centrala.s +12 +5 +.6 17 3,211 + 7 + 1 13 4,631 180 | 186 | 186
West South Central.,. +16 | + 5] a0 19 4y342 + 8 + 4 15 7,651 | 201 | 2161 205
Mountaineeessveseonss 20| + 7| 93 11 2,013 < +1 9 3,648 | 1871 2011 197
PaCIfiCeerasesassnsvancnsvoosscoonsoosne + 5 +3 +1 18 5,800 +.1 2 15 10,848 189 I 199 | 191
Dry goodBeasssesossessnssensesesnonsrarees +19 +26 +7 152 52,080 +26 -3 98 57,169 1881 160 253
New Englandesssssronsessssoccsssesssonss +9 +16 -6 5 21 ) [ [ ¢ ¢ ] ¢
Middle AtlantiCesssescescssssscsssonesse +12 iy +11 L 8,525 +25 -1 25 7,843 1551 130} 24
East North Centrdlesesmessassccssroscans *22 +26 +3 10 2,195 +26 -2 10 3,249 148 | L4h | 190
West North Centralisesessssessscenceeres +14, +28 0 12 8,531 +20 -8 1 15,300 8| 1724 251
South AtlantiCieesssssssssassecnarsasnas +16 +39 +5 20 3,554 +25 -l 13 5,028 1751 17 | 246
East South Centralesesssescesssscsvsoses +17 +48 -3 17 2,785 +25 -l 11 3;569 18| 162} 286
West South Centralissas + 6 +37 - 8 12 1,951 +28 -2 9 2,247 1811 7| 265
Mountalfiesesassivsncvon «3 432 + b4 6 654 ¢ e o ¢ e c e
PacifiCesecrrscscrovsrvosvonsssocscensess +35 22 +16 1k 3,42 *12 + 8 8 2,392 237 | 238} 294
Farm supplies.cescesesscessrasssnrrscannes -5 + 2 + 3 16 2,335 -8 +12 9 1,015 91| 1 80
Fresh fruits and vegeiableS.eessscscssesss -7 -6 [¢] 66 4,232 +9 -b 38 L76 23 20 20
New Englandesevesrecssnsenssessscssesses | <15 | =37 | <10 8 433 e [ ° e c ¢ o
Middle Atlanticessessss sesssrnennsnss -1 =30 + 1 16 1,564 -8 + 4 9 70 16 18 12
East North Centralessiesssssssesccessesse | =11 | 25| 24 16 894 +5 ~16 9 198 33| 28| 33
West North Centralsseass sessrscosnas =16 =13 + 4 5 491 e e [ c ° e ¢
South AtlantiCesscssseses Besaiasses -9 =21, + 2 9 367 e [ e c ¢ ¢ e
PacifiCosesecrencsnrsrassavnsnrsssnceane + b -17 +3 4 165 -3 e ¢ [ e c o
Groceriss, totalessevensrssssnevcenacsenns | +G | +1| +6 577 104,394 +6 + 3 353 98,718 | 137 | 41| 136
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalersd.... «8| +2] +5 338 53,586 + 6 +5 207 54,869 | 1381 141 136
Now Englanduescecsecsssnsssasanoeesasnssen +11 + 2 -3 6 1,034 o 3 [ o [ c [
Middle AtlantiCeesesescescsessssnacnennn +14 + 8 +12 22 3,662 +18 +1 9 3,017 | 1127 104 120
East North Centrulesecsssssessccsssssvse +7 + 8 + 2 19 8,560 + 8 +12 24 10,147 149 1 L8 145
West North Centralisssescissencrsossense 14 +3 310 57 9,685 + 7 + 2 &, 13,013 154 | 168 156
South AtlantiCescesssecsssescsninsn ses + 17 -l + 3 [5% 7,204 +12 + 4 29 4,367 18] 1y N7
Bast South Contraleeseecssssssssnvsseses + 2 + 4 -3 33 3,790 -6 -2 25 3,167 1021 109 199
Wost South Central.cescercrssssnsnssasee +3 [ + 8 80 12,4506 411 + 5 57 12,502 1271 M9} 122
Mountaineseersecssnsssesseosnssicssenssea + 2 -7 -2 16 2,198 ~11 » 6 13 4,146 196 | 2221 173
B & L +21 +1 + 7 14 Ly 547 c ° ] c c < ¢

IZ¥ &4

(Continued on next page)



TABLE 1. - WEOIESAIZRS® SALES AND INVENVIGRIES, DY KINDS OF DUSINESS AND GROGRAPHIC DIVISION Fege 5
AUGUST 1948
{DATA ARE SHOWN BY GROCRAPHIC DIVISION WHERR POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF TEDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sales Inventory, o
¥, ond-of-month (at cost) Stock-salos®
Porsent chenge Auguet 1948 semple | Porcent chenge | August 1948 smemple ratios
Kind of businsss
and Avg. | Aug. |8 mos, Aug. Aug.
geographio division 1968 | 1948 | 194 |FO. of [Reported | ygu5 | 949 | Mo, of | Reported
fram | from | from firms doller from | frem firms dollar Aug. | Aug, | July
Aug. | July |8 mos. | TOPOTS- sales Mg, Tuly report~ | valuos 1948 | 1947 | 1948
1947 | 1948 | 10a7b | fm | (a2 000) | g | o4 img | (ead 000}

Voluntary=-group wholesalorB. s evssrcesiss. | + 8 -5 + 4 133 $31,151 +10 + 1 a7 $28,689 145 |1 142 | 240
How England. civeseesrsnsrensnscineernas | #10 -7 +8 10 1,652 +11 + 8 & 92 186 | 1287 § 109
Middle A¥lantit...onivoesas hersvacaesean +11 -4 + 5 81 5,652 -1 + 5 18 2,729 114 125} 108
Espt Morth Central.....cceeoeercionesnes | + 8 -1 + 4 39 8,980 ~5 + 3 22 4,813 181} 152 | 129
Wiest Forth Central.....coceevtvovacacves | + 4 + 5 * 1 26 5,635 +18 -2 24 10,775 197 | 174 | 211
South Atlemti..iecevsecinecrnisccnccaess | 13 -2 -7 9 1,503 -6 = 6 L] 774 1141 183 | 120
PacifiO.iiicrecaerenrrrsnoracrassracesca +11 -9 +5 B 5,830 +17 +1 4 6,083 119 ; les | 105

Ratailer porative h crevesnran +18 3 +17 20 7,564 +18 + B 13 6,501 142 1 136 | 125

Specialty 1ines wWholesalers......seeeeees | #11 | +12 + 5 86 12,093 -10 +1 46 8,679 113 | 143 | 135
New Bngland.csoeevrsencsvesorercoccnsnes | + 4 «13 + 6 7 181 -8 +21 4 132 106 | 120 79
Middle Atlantic......... tereena -2 -3 + 4 21 2,020 +20 +13 1n 371 56 46 49
Fast North Central.. seseoven [ =10 -2 1 . 559 ~10 + 2 4 114 761 102 63
South Atlantic..ieererenenrnuraes rrresas +20 +17 + 8 20 1,281 -3 -3 7 530 801 105 100
Fast South Central.......ceeivvcressnses | 411 +8 + 4 5 414 c ] e [ e e e
Weat South Central...cecceseirsercaonnas -3 -9 -3 4 301 [ ¢ ] < o [ ¢
PACITIC nercrrssastnnsrsonesraveronesnas +15 +22 + 7 1% 7,152 -13 + 1 11 6,914 126 169 ) 164

Loethor oand shoe TindAIBEB...csvsssosenesae | +14 +12 -6 29 €80 0 0 13 1,022 341 | 360 882
Middle AflentiC.i . cirvceiaionoveorsroaen .0 + 3 -5 7 62 < e c ¢ 3 [ [
East North Contral....icceisvicccasvaene | + 5 +15 -3 5 98 L] ] c e -] ] c
West North Central..... areiaenas +20 +14 -3 ] 8g [ e ¢ < [} e e
PaCifiCicicisecnrasersrancrscessseencses | +34 +15 -8 S 328 e o e e [ [ c

¥eats and meat ProductB.....eecviriccrcens + 7 + 7 +17 48 40,263 +17 -15 33 9,654 55 54 58
M1dd1e AtLentiC.eesesesrssorerocreescars| +2 | =8 +15 9 3,300 + 8 -8 9 1,855 a8l 48} a7
Esst North Central. +18 ~17 +28 13 8,415 +28 -21 iz 5,267 67 60 70
South AtlantiC..eecveaiessnsosseosnesses | +28 -1 +15 ] 1,505 [ [ < e e c ]

Paper end 1t8 productsBe..cicsssiveesaccnces + & +14 + 1 (28 8,063 +33 0 27 4,906 140 | 108 ] ‘148
New Englend..,... -2 -2 -1 4 265 e [ e [ e © c
Middle Atlentic..... tesrscanveasienns -4 +11 -4 20 - 1,709 +27 + B 10 1,136 118 82| 127
East North Central...c.evseessssecnssass| + 5 +18 -1 18 3,869 +48 + 1 8 1,748 132 81| 131
West North Central....cuvevasscsssvecess | #15 +14 +11 5 330 ] [ ] 3 e c e
South Atlantic.... [ . +11 + 3 ] 577 ] e [ ° e e [
West South Centrel......coasan verssseons -1 +13 +12 4 284 0] e ] ] o o ]

POtrOLOUR. covorserrcenrasevscscsanssasesas | +35 * 7 +32 26 1,264 +26 - 4 24 681 58 67 65

Shoes and other foOtWeBT....cvevoororsvacs +13 +26 + 6 26 27,988 +24 -9 15 8,878 66 62 9%
Nev England.e.coceeasnccnscsnsscasscears] + & + 4 +1 4 €89 ] c c [ e e ]
Middle Atlantic... rraeve .| +.8 +47 -5 ] 760 e ¢ [} [ ] c e
bV o U 2 +55 -14 6 412 ¢ c [ c [ e c

Tobacco ProductBec.ieevocersvcranronsarers + 1 -5 + 2 250 33,657 +15 +13 130 11,364 &0 33 51
New Englend...osvecessseasssnssonsacoesel + 3 -5 + 7 18 2,551 +25 -2 8 334 46 36 43
Middle Atlantie. sevressseserasrnans -1 - 4 0 ) 10,207 +31 *27 27 5,757 75 56 56
East Morth Central.....c.eescnvsussnesns| * 3 -3 + 4 54 7,079 + 1 +15 20 1,396 50 51 43
West North Central...ovveivesvrrecerernss +10 -3 + 2 33 3,680 +1 + 4 20 1,132 66 65 59 .
South Atlantic.......s. + 4 -5 + 1 19 3,228 + 7 -11 14 1,03C 38 38 4)

+18 -1 0 8 489 L] ] [} @ ] o e
~16 ~19 -5 27 2,577 e [ ] e ] o ¢
+ 4 + 2 +1 19 1,206 e e ¢ e [ L] ¢
+ 6 -4 + 3 22 2,640 e ¢ ‘e e [ L] °
Mi8CO11BNO0UB. . vcsresrerncrrnenrrcnessssss]| + 7 +1 + 4 12 2,632 +32 -5 7 2,352 199 17e| 222
a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at coat, by totel pales {including eny direct shipments end eonsignment

business) for en 1dentical group of firms.
b Includes reports received too lete for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

¢ Insufficient data to show meparately.

4 Not affiliated with yoluntary or ocoperative groups.

States comprising geographis divisiona:

Now Englend - (Comn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantis - (N, J., N, Y., Pa.)

Kast North Central - (I1l., Ind., Mioh., Ohio, Wim.)
West North Central - (Ioue Kens,, Minn., Mo., Nebr.,
. Dak,, S, Dak.)

Y2E14

South Atlentic - {Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., M., N.C., S.C.; Va., W, Va.}
Bast South Centrml - (Ale., Ky., Miss., Temnn.)
Went South Central - {Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)
Mountein ~ {Ariz., Colo., Idsho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo )

Pacific - {Calif,, Oreg.,

Hash. }
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SALES AND INVENTORIES
UNITED STATES SUMMARY . GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

SEPTEMBER 1948

Data contained herein were complled from confidential reports submitted to the Bureau of
the Census from all parts of the country by 2,935 merchant wholesalers in the various lines of trade.
September sales of the 2,935 wholesalers totaled §$575,864,000.

September dollar sales of the 2,935 merchant wholesalers registered an increase of ¢ pere
cent over September of last year, and were up 6 porcent from August ¢f this year. Sales during ths
first 9 months of 1948 showed an increase of 10 persent over the corresponding period of 1947.

In comparison, September sales of independent retail stores, as shown in the Burcau's
MONTHLY RETAIL. TRADE REPORT, were up 6 percent over September of last year, and 10 percent from
August of this year. For the year-to-date, the first 9 months of 1948 compared with the correspond-
jng period of 1947, sales of independent stores increased -7 percent, compared with the 10 percent
increase recorded by the 2,935 mexrchant wholesalerse.

Of the 37 wholesale trades for(which date are showm separately in the accompanying table,
30 reported increases over September of last yeay —- the gains ranglng up to 20 percent or mors for
electrical goods (full-line), furniture, lumber and building materials, besr, and coal. On the
other hend, seven trades (machinery, equipment, supplies; commercial refrigeration equipment; dairy,
poultry products; ferm supplies; voluntary-groups (groceries); spegialty lines groceries; and paper)
.yeported sales decresses, mainly less than 10 percent. Twenty=-four of the trades shown sepsrately
.herein reglstered seasonal increases from August te September, with s of wore then 10 percent
gshown for electrical goods (full-line), jewelry, drugs, groceries %fu]l-line) » and retailer-co~
operative warehouses. ‘Twelve trades recorded decreases, while one, leather and shoe findings,
showsd no change. : . . ’

September 30 inventories, valued at cost, of 1,952 of the 2,935 wholesalers were up 17
percent over September 30 of last year, but were off 2 percent from the end of August. Thirty-two
trades showed stocks up from a year ago, four reported decreases, and one showed no change. During
September, 14 trades reported incresases, 20 showed decreases, and three, ne change from the end of
hugust.

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES—SEVEN TRADES

Percent
Change

30
ELECTRICAL 600D

). -DRY 600DS

SEPTEMBER 198 COMPARED WITH
SEPTEMBER 1947

INVENTORIES

Data in this report are not adjusted for wwmber of daye in the menth nor for sesgsopal or priee
fluctuations. : .




Page 2

WHOLESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
SEPTEMEER 1948
(DATA KRE SHGWN BY GEOGRAFMIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSTHLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Pergent ohange

Stock-sales®

Saptenber 1948 sangle | Pergunt ohunke | Beptenbur 1948 smple ratios
Kind of ‘business
and Yors | Jore | P1one" | Mos of | Reported Tors | Jorte | Nou of | Reported
geographic division from | from | from firms _dollar from | from firms dollar Sept. | Sept. | Aug.
o report- | ' sales et | report~ | values | 1948 |1947 |1948
Sopt. | hug. |9 mos, | Ting” | (aad 000) | Sept. | Aug. ing | (add 000)
1947 | 1948 | 19470 1947 | 1948 £ ‘
United States totalecsesscrssconses +-9 + 6 +10 2,935 $575,864 +17 -2 1,952 $561,6L6 131 124 142
Now Englandessesss evesanesnen +10 +8 +8 192 23,08[. +16 -3 123 22,213 131 126 | -147
Middle Atlanticeees. ssseesvessscnnes +5 +6 +8 592 92,308 +16 +1 349 62,889 m 103 118
East North Centralissscsscssssvacocnsnas 410 | +10 +10 577 115,255 416 | -1 375 103,905 115 | 110 |- 130
West North Cenbralicesscscssscivisoccacn + 8 + 6 +11 312 77,802 +21, 0 251 98,304 14 132 152
South Atlanticescssssceceoesecosesrccans + 8 + 6 +9 403 58,686 +20 | =1 270 56,385 125 15 133 .
‘East South Centralescsessssencssccasance 14 + 7 +8 153 25,555 +15 -1 92 20,851 123 123 133
West South Centraliesececccccccscscosace +12 + 7 +11 261 49,960 +12 -1 186 54,676 136 142 149
Mountalneeeseecesssnscresssscsssssnences +13 +7 +12 114 18,364 +8 -1 86 - 18,654 124 130 135
PacifiCecasesccissoscrsnnsossecscssssces +10 + 2 +10 301 67,642 +#11 0 199 77,793 158 156 161
Automotive BupPPlies.seseesssersesssenaen +3 -1 +3 18}, 11,119 +11 +3 121 11,870 193 178 182
Middle AtlantiCesesesscesssssessssscen 0 -8 + 2 38 1,222 +16 + b 31 1,603 195 178 170
East North Centraleccesecescssscscssse +1 ] + 2 178 2,541 +12 + 4 34 3,448 166 152 159
West North Centralessesescecsiccsasses +3 -4 +1 15 2,211 +7 + 1 11 1,884 189 180 178
South AtlantiCescsscsesssescscacsncsss +13 +.6 + 8 15 9L6 +10 +2 11 1,252 226 223 234
West South Central.. +l | -3 +1 10 851 +26 |+ 2 6 1,346 182 | 160 | 174
Mountainesessses +12 15 +5 9 27 c [ ] c c c e
PacifiCecsesesss -1 | -2 -9 43 2,148 +2 +3 2 1,650 290 250 255
Electrical group, totaleesseeseseraesees | 420 | 411 | 426 566 | 127,173 23| -1 599 | 139,067 | 114 | 112 | 128
Full-line wholeselersiceescsseesseccses +22 +13 +18 377 108,819 +2h i -1 368 122,223 11 112 1.50
Now Englendeeescssscecssssasosccascsns +25 +23 + 8 30 5,999 .7 -b 30 7,542 126 134 162
Middle AtlantiCiceseessessssserasanses | +14 | 412 +13 52 13,841 +28 | +1 52 15,898 | 135 | 103 | 127
East North Contraleesesscsscssiccnseen +17 +17 +13 72 25,857 +25 -1 70 27,024 | 106 99 126
West North Centralessseersescnssseccas +32 +15 +23 .39 12,553 +32 -2 39 13,178 105 105 123
South AtlantiCeisessesssscesscescsscens +12 +11 +14 59 13,988 +28 -1 56 15,736 118 104 134
East South Contraleeccsceesescesscesnse +30 +3 +25 21 5,071 +23 ~-bh 20 4,825 97 104 105
West South Centralesscssocsssescsvevss +36 +12 +30 52 9,822 +38 +1 L2 11,13 13 12 125
Mountaineecssesscenesnsscersennrscesss +29 | 415 +28 18 Ly 266 +9 [} 16 4, 817 119 139 137
PaC1fiCesceansecscssoscasarsnencsresse +27 +9 +22 L) 17,422 +13 -1 43 22,061 127 143 140
Wiring supplies, construction :
materials distributorseccsassercscesens + 7| = +7 102 6,579 +15 + 4 68 6,033 120 | 110 111
+16 + b +1 10 L8t +3 -7 164 153 165 190
-5 -2 -2 28 1,060 + 8 0 19 1,358 150 131 148
+ 4| -2 +3 22 1,396 410 | « 4 1 1,472 148 | 2 | 11
+23 -5 +22 7 503 c ] ¢ c c [ c
esssesenssssess +15 -l +#11 18 2,168 +17 + 2 14 1,630 7 79 78
escessessssssee +10 w1l *17 [ 431 +33 -1 5 579 126 106 108
PaclfiCeccscscescresoscscenrecsansesnoa -2 +1 -2 5 122 +35 + 6 L 280 246 182 243
Appliances and specialties
WN01e82lerasscicsssccssessssenssrsnsone +18 | + ) +13 87 11,775 +16 | -1 63 10,813 109 4 11y,
Now Englandesesssenssonssssorcasesoens | + 5 | =10 47 8 856 +54 0 3 628 9% 65 76
Middle Atlantic.esees sssssssesrenc +28 +27 +15 15 2,047 1L +9 7 1,553 93 108 in
East North Centralecscssssescoscascens +28 | + 5 14 15 1,868 +5L 1 + 8 10 1,279 a7 13 86
Weat Horth Contralesessscesncscescocse +7 - b +12 10 1,274 +11 -8 8 1,21 101 137 103
South AtlantiGe.csceccecsseccsseccscsss +10 -6 +12 17 2,560, +19 -5 16 2,093 98 103 96
Mountaineseseosscecsasssonescsscanrsone +38 + 2 +28 7 981 +10 =13 6 40 108 138 128
PaclfiCesscansssconccenscrrossnsconcns =10 +22 + 6 9 1,03, +19 +1 6 1,040 122 a7 151
Furniture and house tumiahinga.‘......... +23 +.8 +27 37 8,600 +61 + 6 22 8,016 123 93 125
Middle Atlantit.eesscovssccrcccconsans +11 -2 +31 10 1,82 +89 +10 5 943 88 51 82
Bast. North Centralececscscssssssccscns +26 +5 +25 L 1,037 c c ° ¢ c [ ]
PacifiCecseenscensenssonssnsssocasense +5 + 4 +14 7 315 1 -2 L 249 183 145 179
HATQWaIr®eseesotsconsscscssssesecenrsonncn + 7 +1 +9 122 16,436 +19 -1 91 74,182 196 177 197
Middle At1antiC.scescccscessesscannses +1 +7 +10 25 5,934 +17 -1 L6 6,423 188 161 188
East North Contralescsccsondesossocoss +7 +3 + 5 15 8,601 | -7 15 14,695 1mn 160 189
Wost North Centralescecaccecssnseccsee +3 -3 +9 15 9,964 +21 +1 15 19,669 197 | 163 191
South AtlantiCessescesscsenncssosscace | 423 | 49 +14 20 L,615 w8 | + 4 L5 6,861 181 | 155 | 193
East South Centralsesecesssssscsesenco 419 +7 +10 11 45325 +21 + 2 5 2,89 U0 | 145 139
Weat South Contralessossecscocescossss 41| + 4 +9 15 3,758 +15 -2 6,086 - | 202 | 189 212
PacifiCescscsvcstarascacascrconssnnnns + 4L -9 + 7 13 7,439 +9 [+ 20 10 15,267 251 211 225

Ho3b?
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Page 3

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) | Stock-salesd
es'
5 Percent change Septenber 1948 sample | Percent change | Septenber 1948 sample ratios
Kind of business Sept. | Sept. | 9 mos Sept
and . . *| No. of | Reported o] 8erts | oo of

1948 | 1948 | 1 0. of | Reported

geographic division frem | from fzohg firms dollar %Zgg %Zl;ﬁ firms dollar Sept. | Sept. | Aug.
Sept. | Aug. | 9 mos, | TOPOTS~ | sees Sopt. | Augs | ToPort= | values  |1948 | 1947 | 1948
1947 | 1948 | 19470 £ add 000) | Yo | 1oke ing | (add 000)

Industrial SuUpPplieS.seesceosessorssccscn +13 + 6 + 8 63 431,079 +26 -2 38 $15,068 20é 189 222
Hew Englendecoescceasccosccasacessnnas + 5 +12 +3 7 671 + 5 +1 b 1,726 301 306 336
Middle AtlantiCeseecsonsesorsecosvasess + 3 [+] o 18 2,093 + .6 -1 9 2,065 160 149 155
East North Centralevescesoescoscsscssa +12 +« 7 + 5 " 10 1,043 23 0 7 623 159 145 183
West North Central.csessecsccsoscsasas + 8 -4 +15 6 542 Y e e e e e c
South Atlanticeessoscessscooovsessense +11 +13 +10 7 785 -9 =20 [ 922 19 145 168
West South Centraleeecvsssescssscessss | 412 | + 8 #14 5 3,281 a1 ] -2 L 5,648 258 | 287 | 287
PacifiCescescsvesssssnconscecencesosen +28 + 5 +10 7 2,080 e e [ c ¢ c Iy

JewalrYeosassosscrsvensssenesccocososcsss + 2 +21 + 7 1 6,969 411 | +1 15 9,082 202 185 235

=16 +78 « 6 h 96 [ < < c 3 < c

+5 +35 +12 38 1,322 +5 + 2 12 1,321 172 178 216
East North Centralecsseecescncoss -3 +15 +5 L 2,165 +13 +3 24 4,085 221 182 235
West Noxth Centralescovessesces 12 +23 +9 15 1,310 +16 -2 11 1,833 192 190 232
South AtlantiCesseescoveseravecsarsons +1k +29 +1 [ 37 [ [ [ e c ¢ e
PacifiCecescsncenssesvessnsvsscsonscce -7 +13 + 7 k18 1,061 0 +1 20 1,191 a1 204 250

Lurber and building materialsicecsasecsa +21, +1 +2h 59 11,68 +62 29 5,909 8L 70 90
Middle AtlanticCessecscoessssaceccrasse +56 +13 +26 1h 3,514 +20 -5 b 796 31 14 h2
East North Centralececsssscecanccosssocse +25 + b +22 13 1,783 +89 + 8 8 911 8l 59 82
West North Centralecesssessecssocsscos +29 -3 +27 5 501 ¢ c c ¢ c c c
South AtlantiCeceessseesessssacsacrees +12 -8 +20 9 1,569 +7L + 6 L 1,249 149 117 126
East South Centralecssesccssvessnsssce -l -3 + 5 4 825 c e c c c (] c
PaCifiCessessersarssrnscnsnnsansensees | #10 | <15 +35 8 1,470 | -5 6 1,233 1 88 | 137

Machinery, equipment, supplies

(except electrical)ecessessncsssnoocosas -8 -12 + 8 1% L7 + 6 -2 32 5,525 188 190 194

MetalSeeooseesoaonascsscnissosecssoesssa +17 -9 +16 18 2,620 + 2 + 4 12 3,011 138 159 123

Opbical g0OUSeeersossacosconsvacsscecsos | +9 | +6 4 10 273 -7 | -1 4 138 | 12 | 12 | 13

Paints and varnisheBeeccescesccescesssse +15 + 8 +15 24 4251 14 -2 14 3,441 99 103 116

Plunbing and heating suppli@Sceccsseceos +12 + 5 +13 61 6,561 425. -1 32 [AK] 125 110 | 131
New Englandscesecescececesssocecorsoas +1 -2 +1h 7 38L ] [ [ c c c . c
Middle AtlantiCoesssecsvessssoaccassesse +9 + 2 +9 17 1,428 +48 0 5 427 142 112 159
East North Centraleccessessscaccssosss +1h + 8 +13 13 1,330 (] -4 9 1,276 118 130 130
West Norbth Centraleessscsecescsssceses +14 -2 +15 11 1,359 +33 +3 9 1,312 103 88 99
PacifiCessesasscsosscenssosesasccnsese +23 +15 +13 4 1,115 c [} ¢ ¢ c 1 ¢

Refrigeration equipment, parts L4

{commercial)eesssssssescsccscssccsssonss ~19 -L7 -5 24 1,011 +5 + 1 18 2,179 257 19, 227

-13 =31 - L 151 c c e ] [ c c
«12 ~1L +12 5 186 + 5 + 2 5 554 298 251 261
<13 | -1 -7 6 340 +23 | +3 5 621 197 | 136 | 188

Surgicsl, medical, equipment, supplies.. +15 + 2 * 9 25 2,836 +21 +1 16 2,426 105 102 104
Middle AtlentiCesssessecssssoscssnsses. | =7 +5 +3 5 157 +1 -6 4 imn 216 6. a8
East North Centralisecsescescessvececs | 423 0 +15 7 1,966 +23 | +#2 5 1,700 9 95 92
South AtlantiCesesescsacevessosssossss [¢] -2] +8 A 186 e 3 c ¢ [ c <
West South Centralesesescecesivesceses § =6 +1 +10 L 246 [ e e e ¢ [ c

BEETsseaaacsecscananacocscasssssassonsse +28 -8 +11 [ Y 2,738 428 | -2 29 58L 27 28 25
Middle ALLantiCeceeesosotssncsossnssce +2 | =16 +9 8 512 +58 | + 8 6 93 23 15 18
Kast North Centralesesssscossssvcences o] «12 + 2 1 587 =25 -9 7 85 26 37 25
West North Centralecesssscssccsssoccns +90 -2 +46 [ 967 *94 - b 5 97 1o 10 1
South AtlantiCeecosseseccecccccnsessnes +32 -1 +12 5 3 +59 +10 L 150 9 59 L5
East South Centraleccesscosvssorsseans +3 -9 -7 A 92 +50 ~17 I 72 8 54 86
PECIfiCerscrcsscscsecssnvosnranssssnces +15 -1k +16 5 287 [ e 3 ¢ [ e [

Chemicals, industrialessscessocsscesosce +15 + 6 +9 14 1,251 +17 - b 9 998 126 133 141

Clothing and furnishings :

(except 81088)esasessessosseccssossassos + 4 -3 + 2 21, 4,516 +18 ~11 14 1,395 139 99 133

COBLessoucscessorersnoncrtosnsacesssnson +20 -9 +34 10 5,825 Tl + 9 5 8,481 363 236 278

fo3LT
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WHOIZSALZRS® SAIRS AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION -
SEPTEMEER 1948

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFIIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end—of--x—nonth (at cost) Stock-sales®
Porcent change September 1948 sample | Percent changs | September 1948 sample ratios
Kind of business s o
and Sept. | Sepb. | 9 mos. | g, of | Reported epte | Septs | m,. of | Reported

geographic division ijme Lok %948 Tt | armien %%e %%8 el Rl et dopt. | Sept. | Aug.

Sopt. | dmge |9 mop, | Feporte | sales ) Septe | hug. | TePoTt- (s 1948 | 1947 | 1008
1047 | 1948 | 19470 | Ine ) (add 000} ugue| 1org ing | (a ‘

ConfoetiontITecevceosbnsscavoooesossasso 512 +10 s 7 W7 $2,328 * 2 +5 21 $1,18% 82 91 86

10416 ABLANELCaassscosssracosansesso | 10 | $12 | &7 5 37h e ¢ e o e ° e

East North Centralesecessvsossossscoss #12 | + 3 +10 i 362 e [} c e [ e [
West North Centraleccscsccossssessonas +18 + 3 +11 b 345 +23 -2 IS 20k 60 57 63
South Atlanticocscessssosscosscossnssee * b + 9 L 12 322 + 7 + 8 5 195 100 9% 101
Fast South Contralecccssccccsscassncas 13 +10 +11, 8 368 [ ] e c e ¢ [
Dairy and poultry prodietBecacoassossass -2 =15 +13 25 3,267 ¢ 6 o 17 1,240 ks 1 38
Drugs and sundries (liquor eéxcluded)css. + 6 +12 + 7 165 13,672 + 6 + 5 126 57,633 170 171 183
New Englandcccsccocooasssesssessconsse + bk +15 + 8 i2 2,328 +12 +1 9 2,935 165 147 190
¥iddle AtlantiCGocscecnsccecescasenasso - b +12 +3 20 64693 +11 + 7 14 6,198 152 134 164
East North Centralescscecoccoscessooss + 8 +14 +9 22 T hZL . 7 + 8 15 7,380 8 | 149 158
West North fentralecsccscscecvsessacss +13 +16 + 8 19 5,700 +11 + 3 17 7,620 154 158 173
South Atlanticecscsoscsdssccscssscssane %« & 1k +7 27 5,196 + 2 + b 19 6,605 189 196 205
East South Contyalescsocsscevosscsosso LS + 8 + 6 16 3,067 + 5 +10 12 Ly 213 173 172 174
West South fentr8leecccocosscosssssoase 432 +10 10 22 55525 + 8 + 3 17 8,499 192 | 203 205
Hountaifessessoscssaconssasesucensnssn +11 *10 #13 10 1,463 +14 +3 8 2,751 196 192 211
PacifiCoassassascoensessscsnesoasnssas +5 + 8 + 2 17 6,279 -2 +3 15 11,132 180 193 189
DYy g00A8¢sensvsoresssscsnsvocssssssasss + 8 ¢ 3 + 8 153 545539 28 =10 107 82,486 178 149 204
" Buw Eoglondecccsscessecsosnoscosscsans + 5 +14 -5 [ 393 +12 - b 5 403 157 157 193
Middle AtlentiBecsccovssscoavescassose + 5 + 6 +10 1%3 7,069 24 -3 23 5,891 170 | 133 185
East North Contralessescecscosssssssse | + 3 0 +3 9 1,973 23 | ~9 9 2,778 Ul | 118 | 155
Soubh AtlantiCecscccossocossncocoascas + L + & + 5 23 4,736 22 =10 15 5,810 152 132 175
EBast South Centraleecesoscosassssssios + 5 + 6 -1 15 2,752 +23 13 10 3,039 us 127 183
West Scuth Contralscsecssccsncsscscscss + 8 -3 -5 13 2,318 +20 ~13 1 2,599 133 116 146
Mournbaine csoscessosasvucceoscossssnsss + L «}3 +6 6 1,006 21 =12 I 977 121 106 123
PacifiCecooccscossssvocusesencaccoscos +10 -l +17 16 5,145 +13 -5 10 6,583 229 209 225
FATH SUPPLL08e enencsossenanaccsosssncone | A1 | 8 | +2 18 3,788 -38 | =20 9 808 0 | 13| o
Prosh fruite and vegetableBeccocsccscass + 7 -5 +1 70 55570 + 7 +15 L0 849 21, 26 19

How Englandescssescscocascososonssasae +3 - 8 -8 11 570 e [ [ c [ c ¢
Middle AtlantiGeecceccenccocssssuscons * 2 + 7 + 1 17 1,66 + 1 +46 11 191 2 25 17
Bast North Centralecsscsscescssssoesscs -5 -9 + 3 16 897 LA R ~10 8 178 33 38 3k

South Atlanticecossecsocossoscacccoace -G «l5 + 1 9 422 ¢ ¢ c c c [ c

PacifiCocevovencoscevcssoncsssnssasnan -1 | +2 + 2 I 756 [ [ ¢ [ c [ ¢
Groceries, BobaLeocoasarseasssonssssssoe 0 +9 + 3 563 106,485, 2 + 1 336 85,332 123 122 134
Non~affiliated full-line wholesalersd,. +2 | a1 + 5 322 51:433 +2 + 2 188 W4,977 119 |12 | 133

Now Bnglandecsssscssccacsssvessssa - b -l -3 [ 1,025 [ e c e e [ ]

Middle Atlanticesea - b -2, +11 20 2,340 + 7 =10 8 1,281 105 99 1L

Eaet North Centralesccsescovsscrsssacas 0 16 + 2 53 10,089 +10 +5 24 10,571 138 | 127 | 155
West North Centralecssccsessvoscseonocs - 2 +14 + 8 50 s + 4 + 3 P33 2,329 119 116 133
South AtlantiCeossoscvssscsoscnsessnans + 2 + 3 +3 66 Te927 * 4 + 6 31 4,698 116" 1 116 113
BEast South Centraleeecosseoscsanoscvcse | =2 | + 7 -3 26 2,374 -6 | =1 1 1,616 110 | 115 | 124
West South Centralesecesossscssssssoss + 7 216 + 8 8L 15,019 +1 o] 57 12,510 106 118 127
Mountalneossoosovosvscessasssnsonncoce [+] +9 -2 9 1,296 -10 -l 7 1,616 152 158 161
PacifiCeconocccoscassvoosassocosvosses +3 + 7 + 6 8 2,537 ] e ¢ ] ] ] [
Voluntary-group wholesalerfececscsocsse -3 + 7 +3 134 35,814 + 1 -1 95 28,545 133 131 145
Now Englandecscesssssccsvosssconasscso C Y + 5 + 8 10 2,906 + 6 -2 5 1,103 119 115 128
Middle AtlantiCescecescsssssscascscsoa -8 ¢ 7 + b 33 8,856 =9 +10 14 4,054 129 146 124,
East North Contraleccscsesseaccccsscsas -2 + 8 +3 38 10,738 -1 +2 29 8,1,85 19 ny 124
Viest North Central.scsccecscsssscsscscs -l +10 + 1 25 6,062 +5 -9 23 9,685 164 151 198
South Atlantitesescescsocsscasssscenss + 5 + 2 + 7 9 1,573 -8 +3 5 799 15 122 114
PacifiCovscsncsoccnossstnoscsocnnonace ] e 1 + L L 1,970 [ ¢ c e [} e c
Retailer-cooperative warshouseseseoosos + b +13 +15 19 9,380 +12 0 1 6,156 133 119 11
Spscialty 1ines wholesalerSeecsscsocses | =2 | + 3 +5 88 10,857 0| +6 42 5567% 103 98 95

Hew Englandeccscscoscssscusescossvcooes + 3 + 3 + 6 7 155 < [ e e [ c e
Middle AtlantiCesssescesscosscosccesca -2 +10 + b 19 2,767 +12 -3 8 286 L7 39 418
Bast North Centralieecescscscocssconse 0 | +18 -1 S12 671 <11 | + 5 5 167 70 99 h
South AtlantiCecscsscevecasscsioscsces +3 + 1 + 6 23 1,475 + 7 +12 9 1,021 114 103 101
East South Centralecccsscacsccesconsss -3 + 7 N b 162 e [ [ [ [ ¢ [
Weosl South (ontralececencscssscsssesse -6 w14, -l 5 363 [ e e [ c c [
PacifiGooocososacesocsonesvovocasoncso -5 =17 + 6 13 4,281 -3 + 7 9 3,137 126 113 101

Hosby
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SEPTEMEER 1948 7
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-salash
Parcent change | September 1948 sample | Percent change | September 1948 ssmple ratios
Kind of business "
and Sept. | Sept. | 9 mos. Sept. | Sept,

geographic division 1948 | 1948 1948 No. of | Reported 1948 | 1948 No. of | Reported
from | from from firms dollar ¥ s firms dollar Sept. | Sept. | Aug.
Sept. | Aug, |9 mos, | TePOTt- (aales S:;:.l. A;:T report- | values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
917|948 | qgu7b|  fne | (2dd000) f Goipt) (0B | ing | (aad 000)

Leather and shoe findingSeeesscoossrasss | ¢ 4 0 -5 29 $632 =-1i -3 14 $927 305 | 305 | 337
Middle AtlantiCeessssssssesescssconvss -b + 7 -5 9 75 c [ [ c ] [ ¢
East North CentIalessecesseravsssssnse -9 -1 -5k 5 97 e c c [ c e e

Meats and meat Producttesececossscessass +1l, +1 +17 49 41,387 -2 -13 33 8,195 39 49 5h
Middle AtlantiCecscocesssnnivssosscees +1 +1 +1h 8 3,457 ] [ ] c ] c c
East North Centralsceccesoiassssnaenss +38 | +38 430 13 11,653 [ [ ¢ .3 [} [} °
South AtlantiCeseseesssscssnsesconsens 18 | -2 +16 5 1,477 e ¢ c [ ¢ ¢ c
East South Centraleseessescoscecsnsess +2 | 45 425 b 1,975 L] [} c e e [ ¢
PacifiCecsessvosnssoescossosroscansens +38 + 17 +31 L 3,395 [ [ ] [ c [ c

Faper and its productSceseesssscvescesse -2 +2 [¢] 58 8,023 430 | =1 29 - 5,230 135 99 140
New Englandesecessssesssasscosocassose -1 + 2 -1 L 21 [ [ [ c -] e ]
Middle AtlantiCssesscecsscencscnssoore -l +5 wh 18 1,915 +20 0 1 1,235 110 86 120
East North Centraleeeases -2 0 -1 19 3,961 +43 -4 9 1,97 131 87 131
West North Centraleecscssevssasanscoose -6 | -1 + 8 5 328 e © o ] e c e
South AtlanticCesessessscesssscscorsnse - 2 -1 +2 7 599 ¢ c [ c c c

Petroleuleoseessisacorsacravncosssrsscns +11 -10 +29 27 1,173 +32 + 4 25 A 66 58 57

Shoes and other footwear.............'.». + UL -6 + 6 27 14,901 +27 -9 18 9,374 70 56 L

Tobateo ProductSeseesssossssssnssoneesas | +5 | 44 | 2 29 27,58, s8] -1 110 9,846 6 | 58| &
New Englandaesseoocecscossassoarcsssae | +7 | 1 + 7 18 1,493 422 0 7 333 12 36 Ll
Middle AtlantiCeceescascscnscsesoosane + 8 + 4 1] 50 10,460 +10 -9 25 4,911 67 6h 76
East North Centralesssessscescesssscns +1 + 3 + 4 48 5,811 e c c c- ¢ e [
West North Centralessisscesoso oe +10 + 4 +3 28 3,492 +25 +9 17 1,375 58 51 60
South AtlantiCeeessosacscacncs es | 414 | 813 +2 15 1,453 +1 | 46 12 727 53 61 53
East South Centralecesseccassscovescane +2 -2 0 8 705 [-] c e c c ] ]
West South Centralescsccsscessesssesas +1 + 4 -5 23 1,793 [ ] c c 3 ¢ ]
Mountainescoeessescssscsnsesssasossnecs -3 + 1 [+] 15 988 +6 +17 1L 451 73 67 62
PacifiCocossecsncoriossoossnseoncance -7 +2 +2 13 1,389 c c ] ) c c c

Mlscellaneousescooessssosacososcnvescsse +9 | +1 +5 12 2,663 2 | -2 7 2,283 206 | 176 | 199

& Btock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost,

for an identical group of firms.

by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment business)

b Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends,

¢ Insufficient data to show separately.

d Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groupae

States comprising geographic divisionss

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., Ne H., Re I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantic = (N. Jep He Yo, Pa.)
East North Central - (Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kens., Minn., Mo., Hebr.,
No Dak., 5. Dak.)

doded

South Atlantic - (Del,, D.Ca, Flas, Gas, Mds, NeCoy S.C., Va., W. Va.)
East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss, » Tenn.)

West South Central = (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)

Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
Pacific - (Celif., Oreg., Wash.)
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SALES AND INVENTORIES
UNITED STATES SUMMARY . GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

i
_ JOCTOBER 1948 ‘
_ Data contained herein were compiled from confidential reports sutmitted to the Bureau of
the Census from all parts of the country by 3,028 wholesale ~houses in various lines of trade.
October sales of the 3,028 wholesalers totaled $577,964,000.

October sales of the 3,028 merchant wholesalers were off by L percent from September of

- this year, and 5 percent below October of last year. On & yeap-to~date basis, however, sales were

" up 8 percent over the first ten months of 1947. It may be significant to note that the decline in

- snles from September to October 4is counter to the usual sessonal trend for most trades, and that
October is the first month since September 1945 to show a year~to~year decrease in dollar sales.

- October sales of independent retail stores,as shown.in the Burean's MONTHLY RETAIL. THADE
REPQRT, were up 4 percent over October of last year and up'6 percent from September of this year.
On a year-to-date basis, the first ten months of 1948 compared with the ' corresponding period of
1947, sales of independent retail stores registered an increase of 7 percent, slightly less than

. the 8 percent increase as recorded by the 3,028 merchant wholesalers. :

Of the 37 wholesale trades for which data are shown separately 'in the following table,
- 12 reported moderate increases over October of last year, . 24 reporied decreases, and one, optical
" goods, showed little or no chenge. Comparing October with September of this year, 14 trades re-
ported increases -- the gains ranging up to 10 or more percent for jewelry and coal. On -the other
hand, 23 trades reported sales decreases - the decreases ranging from 1 to 10 percent or more. In
general, sales for durable goods trades held up better than was the case with food, e¢lothing, dry
goods, drugs and other soft goods. On a year-to-date bagis, &all but 5 trades reported increases
in sales for the first ten months of 1948 over the same period of 1947.

October 31 inventories, valued at cost, of 1,972 of the 3,028 wholesalers were up 18 per-
cent over October 31 of last year but recorded little change (+ 1%) from September., Twenty-nine
trades recorded incresses in inventories compared with a year ago, and eight trades reported de-

. creases, During October, 21 trades reported increases, 1b recordsd decreases, and 2 reported
1ittle or no change. Rxpressed in terms of stock-sales ratios, the 138 for October represented an
increase of 25 and 6 points, respsctively, over October a year age snd September of this year.

i e v s s nes e %

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES-.SEVEN TRADES

Percent
‘Change

40 -
3 O<ELECTR {CAL G00DS .

. . GROGER DS -~
OCTOBER 1948 COMPARED WITH
"~ OCTOBER 1947

SALES

SRVENTORIES

Data in tﬁiu report aﬁ not adjusted for muiber of days in the monkis Dor for seasonal or price
flyctuations, ’ .
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY IINDS OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISION

OCTOBER, 1948

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFMIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE ‘IIITHOUT DISCLOSUEE OF INDIVIDUAL 'OPERATIONS)

Sales ; Inventory, end~of-month (at  tost) Stock-sales®
Percent change October 1948 sample | Percent changs | October 1948. samplel- ratios
¥ind of business 5 oo oot :
v an Oot. | Ogt. ma8e | No. of| Reported . & | No. of | Reported
. geographic division 1948 11948 | 1948 Firms dglo.‘l.ar 1948 | 1948 14 s dgglar oct. | Oct. | sept.
fron | from |- from | o ot | sales .| from | from report= | values 1948 11947 | 1928
0ot | Sept. |10 mog. | TRURT) 8 %000y | Octs | Bept. Tne | (ada 000)
1947 | 1948 | 19470 & 1947 | 1948 . i
United States totalesececivsrsersoa | =5 - b + 8 3,028 | -$577,964 18 + L 1,972 w& 138 113 132
New England.ssssvesssscessoncossions o] -8 =3 +6 193 {23, 24w 5 124 22,30k 137°1°103: | 126
Middle Atlantic. sesressascesen| =5 0 +7 599 92,939 €7 [ +3 354 70,920 120 100 | 117
East North Centr: Sevesenssecnsinens ] = 5 -k +8 591 110,053 +14, -1 386 102,773 120 101 15
West North Centrolecsesssessescvssssanens| = 2 -1 +10 305 Th5563 +19 -1 227 975685 150 124 149
South AtlantiCessesccescrasessnrsanerssee] =6 | =35 +7 9L 55,060 " *2L |2 259 55,579 13271104 | 122
Eagt South Centraleesscscsssesvsnscnornas]| =5 [ =7 +7 157 245360 #12 | # L 99 24,407 | 1284 1091117
West South Centml................... -6} -8 +10 265 44,865 +11 ] +1 191 5ky 843 152 1 131 136
Yountaineessssnsness -1 -3 10 136 21,110 45 2 91 20,768 136 128 125
PacifiCsssssersoniaccivsncinrercansionsons] =3 -3 + 8 336 65,372 +18 |-+ 3 220 79,373 170 140 161
Automotive BUPPLiOSussssesceseonierninons] =1 0 +3 220 18,281 £9 1 +1 Abh | - 15,315 199°) 179 | 203
Middle AtlantiGesessssseecsressascass] = 9 + 3 + 1 a8 1,131 +13 + 1 33 1,703 192 157 194
East North Centralessesvessescecesnos 0| +9 +2 L1 2,862 +10 [+ 2 37 3,614 1531 1,0 | 165
Wbt North Centralevsssseasessssvesse | 414 | + 7 #2 21 2,635 R R 17 2,455 1861 189 | 137
Southl AtlantiC.esseesessesscsssansess | =11 -8 +6 13 773 +16 o 9 203 155 194
West South Centrélesessaseessaseseass| 11 -2 +1 13 605 +6 -3 9 1,003 200 214 204,
MoUNtaiNisusesnesoasnossricoannsssnae ] =1 | w1 + 4 15 1,098 LS o) vi 835 186 1 203 | 203
Pac‘ific.,................u...--..... -~11 -6 -9 L8 2,879 +10 43 27 4,307 300 237 279
Electrica], group, tobalesseniasornsossves]| + 3 -5 +15 580 121,528 +25 *h 511§ 156,719 127 105 115
Full=Tide wholesalers wevsarssasnens] 5 | ‘m b 416 384 1 101,307 #26 | al 373 1 126,855 12 107 i 315
New, England.s ... seavsneveseess| =10 | =1l + 29 5,220, 36+ +9 29 8117 155 | 103 | 127
Middle AtLantiCeeesassssessessscoiaan| +7 | 4 4 +12 59 15,48, #3146 58 18,429 119 97 }:118
East North Contralsesesscsscsivessess] +5 -9 +12 T 23,692 19w 7 26,592 115 101 106
West North Contraleseessessssssncenss | +16 | = [ +22 42 12,12 236 +6 AR 14,102 116 99 105
South AtlantiCeeesssessesseasases + 2 -6 +13 6L 13,695 +34, +7 58 17,589 136 104 119
East South Centraleccessesssessssesas| =3 <13 +2). 2 4; +27 +7 20 5,013 119 90 95
Wegt.South Centralecesiesisesnssnsess| =1 | «12 +26 W2 8,655 439 | +3 C k2 1,0 133 95 1 113
chntain...........................-. +10 ~15 +26 18 35633 #12 | +3 17 55208 146 143 120
Pacific..--....................-..... 413 -3 +2) 38 14,094 +12 +3 37 20,23 15 146 136
Wiring supplias, construction ]
materials d:.stributors................. =31 +4 + 6 104 6,747 412 ] +1 69 6,002 151 99 1 119
New Englandeeicsescsensssesrsssessans | =8 | =10 [ 12 = B B 3 Tk FYYN B2 137 T I%
Middle At1antiCesesaseessassvacenaree] =4 | +9 -1 25 1,112 71 %1 17 1,285 13| 127 | 159
East North Centralsssesseeessareioses] =7 [ +.1 + 3 25 1,484 0 0 17 L8518 16L | 140 | 163
West North Contralescsessssocssneesss| 423 +16 +22 6 593 e e e ¢ 3 [ ¢
South AtlantiCessscessssoossosssverss| =3 0 +10 1 1,902 23] +1 10 1,192 69 53 &9
East South Centralessssssccsecsecicea] = 1 + 8 14 4L 215 +1.0 + 6 L 203 9l 83 96
puth Centrolecessssessnsisarses | =16 -3 +15 6 257 +8 + 6 Lk 27 159 117 136
Mouptaineesiseessncrsceraessasoineeas| 17 | +21 +19 [ 302 e e ] e c c [
srsescncssnsnsiansnrsesense] =6 | 412 -2 9 37 #1271 +1 7 597 167 | 12 | 188
Appliances and specialties . .
WholeBalArBaccscsecsesvsnsssnissoroions | =6 +2 +10 92 1 313,474 228 |+l 69 13,822 126 92 | 113
New Engiandessscas essegrescscs| =15 =11 +13 7 0L c c e [ [ c ]
Middle AtlanticCeeses savscscecsss]| =1 + 7 +13 17 3,038 +35 +23 [ 3,061 158 113 134
East North Centralessescsccvecnsesens] 10 | ~10 +11 15 1, +41 0 n 1,370 104 66 89
West North Centralicieecseessssssseea] + 6 | =2 +10 11 1,316 #36 | 16 9 1,192 119 93 | 1
South AtlantiCaesseasesorcsscrrcascas} =4 +10 +10 17 3,257 +51 + 6 16 2,458 89 6L 92
Mountainesoessesssosnessceecnnssaness] =2 | 2 423 7 1,004 +24, | +10 [ 1,035 15 95 | 108
Pacific..-................. secsssesee| =18 +6 +3 12 1,381 + 8 + 6 1n 1,579 127 95 125
Furniture and house fumishings.eceescess| + 4 + 5 +21, 45 11,429 +57 -2 28 9,698 106 70 115
New England.ceseecscossscssrsnencasee | —F ] +13 +18 L 3 ¢ ¢ c ¢ c [ [
Middle AtlanticC... sesvsasncce} #+ 7 +15 +27 12 2,501 c e ] ¢ [ -e L]
ssreseacse} 220 «17 +39 5 721 .1 ] o © c el e
sesevecasees| +1 +10 -1 5 4T e c ] c c [ [
PacifiCecesecesnnsasionrnrenssocisece] =3 + 8 +10 9 1,926 ¢ c c ] c e c
HarduarS.sssesesusesrecsecsrnancesnsone) =1 | 44 + 8 127 52,0% #23 | ~1 98 | 0 1g 150 | 194
Middle AtlantiCessss cvasarscessse] = h | + 5 +8 25 75051 w1 =2 18 7,349 157 | 11 | 168
East North Centraliescessecssscancecs 4] 413 + 4 15 9,675 +18 -l 1 13,909 150 126 174
West North Contraleieessscessssscasece| = 1 +5 +8 17 12,940 +26 | «1 17 23,97 185 1 145 | 195
South AtlantiCsseseses essescsens| +9 -5 +13 20 Ly 05 4321 -3 16 7,103 185 155 18
East South Centralecessecosrescaorens] ¢6 | 41 *+10 n Ly 377 22 | +1 5 2,819 132 120 | 140
West South Centralesssseeceensesosess | =1 -1 + & 1 3,720 14 -1 9 65009 203 176 |- 202
MountaiNeessssrsasassess -5 + 8 +12 8 2,483 2l o] 5 2,503 2 158 229
PacifiCesscarersnencans -3} o +56 1 64995 28 | +5 n 14,963 263 | 197 | 254
Industrial SUPplioS.ceecseercssonssnennes | & 3 -1 + 8 67 11,04, 28 | +1 b 16,2%6 206 ] 160 | 201
Now Englandeessecsssesscassensoccssas | = -l + 3 7 395 +6 | +4 5 1,1 373 338 | 340
Middle AL1antiCeeessecoencssseerasons| &1 0 0 19 1,665 a2 | -1 1 1,538 | 1731 135 | 18
East North Central.... +1 +1 + 4 9 €15 . +27 -2 7 411 171 128 | 159
West North Central.s.. -5 + 8 +13 7 587 e c e c ¢ e ]
South Atlantice.e.e. +5 1 a7 +10 8, 820 4211 436 7 1,302 160 | 140 | 138
West South Central,... + 3 -5 +13 6 3,963 +15 - b 5 691469 227 198 29
PaclficCevassuncnnnonenns + 7 -1 +10 8. 2,252 ry e e ¢ ¢ e c
JEWELI i serseransarannvrensens =10 ] #10 ] +5 153 8,563 +61 =7 731 9,200 | 1691 ws | 20
New Englandseseessssenenns 2 | -1, |+ 2 5 362 1y S € © c ¢ —oL
Middle AtlantiCeessoss -10 +15 + 8 L0 1,956 +11 -5 14 2,280 170 150 205
East North Certrala... =16 +7 + 2 &7 2,662 -6 -8 2 2,699 151 135 197
West North Central,. 0 +13 + 8 15 1,425 +11 -2 12 1,979 169 152 192
South Atlantices.. (¢] + 4 [o] 6 378 c ¢ c e e e [
P;;:ific....... -8 +19 +5 33 1,459 +11 +3 19 1,549 188 151 216
Y0

(Continued on next page)



WHOLESALERS® -SAIES- AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Page 3
OCTORER 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHEHE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE:OF  INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)
i sales . Inventory, end-of-month (s ost) | gpopkenstest
Kind of business TPercent change October 1948 ‘samplg Percent change| October 1948 sample ratios
an Oots | Oets’ 710 mose “}oet. i foct. g .
geographic division 1948 | 1948 1948 Noa  of | Reported 1948 198 No. of Re‘porhed o
Trom | from Teom firms dollar trom | from firms doliar Oete "|"0cts | Septae
oot | Septs | 10 moss m;‘p;rf,— (::lliegoo oct. | Septs report-. | . values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
{2947 | 194" | “1047 8 ) | 1947 |194e’ | tue | (sad 000)

Lumber and building materials eese 48 1wl +22 59 $11,309 6k +.5 29 35,00 16 56 72
kast North Centralsasess wese | =2 | =6 +19 12 1,555 e ¢ ¢ © e ¢ ¢
West North Cenbxalassseinsssivsnsnses | =3 =1L +26 5 483 ¢ [ e ¢ e ¢ ¢
Soubh AtlantiCissvessasiiisieseonssie | =3 + L +%7 8 1,189 ¢ (] ¢ ¢ e ¢ e
Enst South Contral.esesesssessssnssivs |- =9 -5 +3 4 782 e ] e ¢ e e [
PaCifiCeecrivansaronasssennssaiseness | =6 | =9 429 8 1,403 e o e 3 © [ e

Hachinery, equipment, supplies

{except electrical)escsesosssssssesscsnse | 0 + 1 + 6 L 3,716 +3 Q 23 5,608 196 182:1 201
New Englandissicesscesssesscriensoses ] =7 | + 8 16 [ 302 ¢ ¢ ¢ 3 Lo e e
East North Centraleesesesssess «10 -7 + 2 12 B15 +.2 -2 8 978 163 136 157
South AtlantiCesesssesossnncesnsesess | «17 -2 -3 .5 323 [ ¢ e e ¢ e c
PacifiCiscesencirnssrnrseonsnnenseces} =22 | =3 -8 7 452 +11 +2 5 1,251 s 293 375

HOLALS, euerrvasrsarvnannssrsoararnssessee | #14 | 47 416 28 5,326 412 |+ 12 359671 137 | Cakh | 169

Optical goOdBssesansrssnssosssssnsannsess 0} =5 + b 10 261, -5 +5 5 162 145 | 170 127

Paints and varnisheBececcesorcessnseenses | <10 ~10 +1) 23 1,528 +15 [+] 12 1,121 131 99 124

Flumbing and heating suppliesSisessicessce | + 6 + b +12 57 6,762 +29 * 2 44297 111 96 | 122
New Englandesesiossossesersncssrsncees | +5 | +12 +13 7 L27 3 [ [ o [ [ c
East North Centradescseessssasnoesncss | + 3 +h +12 13 1,383 +17 12 10 1,452 124 108 114
West North Centralsesscesscssssscesss | #26 +20 +17 10 1,564 +2L -h 8 1,1 80 83 100

}(zefrigerati()m equipment, parts :

commereial)essrsassesisorecoVNecsisncance | =22 - - 2k 801 +:3 -1 18 1,854 290 217 259
Hiddle ALrantiossrerneeeenre e 0 ’ 118 3 3 e 3 S c 3
East North Centralesessessesesssnnsee | =25 -26 | 410 L (5 ¢ ] c c c c [}
South AtlantiCessseseeessesnsarensene] = 8 -8 -7 5 220 41l + 3 5 509 231 185 208
PacifiCecssnsnsorsnsnsssessssnronssse] w20 | =15 ~14 5 147 =3 | =3 4 Lk 344 | 285 299

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies,..] + 8 | +2 +9 26 2,820 421 ) =1 17 2,526 106 96: 1 111
Middle AtlantiCeseesscsessessosessnns| +14 +33 +4 5 146 e < [ c e e ¢
East North Contralesssessessoossceacs | #12 +3 +15 7 2,033 +2L | -3 6 1,72 90 8L 95

Beer.......-......_......-................ + 1 ~19 +9 42 2,252 ¥11 -8 30 553 ;30 30 27

Chemicals, industrialssesscescssesescnssee | ~L1 =10 + 8 15 1,169 +25 =1 11 1,162 lBé 92 118

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)..| =-22 -22 0 21 2,015 +18 -9 12 938 135 96 150
Middle AtlantiCessescscsenesssssscens| =20 ~25 + 4 5 1,493 ° [} e e £ (3 c
East North Centralescsecsscasscscesee| =34 -12 ~16 5 210 e e [ e ¢ [ c
South AtlantiCeeenesescaracssrssosese| =4 -7 -5 L 120 ¢ ¢ e c I ] ¢
PacifiCesessccescasesccscosasccavnees| ~35 -8 «23 L 88 3 3 LR [ e < ¢

Cotleenesvenrervranvssssnancosnssssassssess| + 8 +10 +30 11 6,678 +78 + b 5 8,820 312 186 37

Confoctioneryesscaseessssnsesasnsessencce  -1]. -3 +.5 49 2,288 +11 + 6 2l 1,274 92 69 82
Middle At1AntiCesesercsvassssvonesnns| =& | &2 | +5 7 456 3 c ¢ ¢ S c c
East North Contralecesssasessssenssne| =12 -9 +7 7 323 ] [ [ e e c c
West North Centralesvessessvsrsscsvsse] + 9 -2 +10 L 335 [} c < ¢ ¢ c c
South AtlantiCesesssasscssnessssenans| =11 <11 -2 12 254 e c e ¢ ¢ c ¢
East South Centralessesessscssessssss| =6 -3 +10 8 358 e [ [ e c ¢ c

Dairy and poultry productBsecessessessass] + 5 +1 +13 25 3,316 -5 =18 14 996 41 43 51

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)seess | =5 =4 +5 165 41,893 + 17 +1 123 56,630 174 155 16k
New Englan@eecssesessscvensscosensanas | =30 - b +5 12 2,177 + 7 +5 8 2,646 176 147 159
¥iddle AtlantiCesevecasssnssvesessces| = 8 -1 + 2 21 7,669 +7 +.3 15 8,283 158 132 150
East North Centralessssecessescccnsse =3 -6 + 8 26 7,906 +9 + 4 18 8,427 159 1 142 1]
West North Centralecvasssecssessesssa] =3 -7 +7 19 52345 +9 [} 16 7,637 165 150 152
South AtlantiCosssssasrersaseescsosee]| = 5 -6 + 6 26 5,819 -3 -1 18 6,344 196 194 187

-8 + b 16 2,816 +h 0 12 43195 188 | 163 173
-1 +9 20 by 519 +4 1 +1 16 8,046 205 {193 | 194
-1 +12 9 1,854 + 6 +2 7 3,012 168 17 163
PacifiCessasvissesceararsscescecsssss| ~10 +1 +1 16 4,788 15 4] 13 8,040 172 135 173

Dry goodSecncsescssnivarsssssvesnasesnsest =8 | =7 +6 155 52,1409 432 | =5 11 £0,835 179 1323 | 174
New Englandesssassessssasansesscsssce] =13 ~13 -5 5 329 e ¢ [ [ ¢ c [
Middle AtlantiCecsssesssevsvinsencene] =9 | «8 + 8 4, 3594 +28 | =1 25 75433 157 1 105 138
East North Centraleecsesesssnrsecesases| =12 -9 + 2 12 2,317 7 -3 12 3,797 164 98 | 154
West North Centralesssssssvrsarsseness| =12 -3 =1 9 7,215 +11 -2 8 12,125 170 134 187
-South AtlantiCeeecsscssvecssresscesse} =10 -9 +3 23 1y 2L0 +19 -7 16 55457 155 i 152
East South Centrelessssesssssseesscse| =2 -5 -2 14 2,769 +12 ~13 1 2,885 129 115 145
West South Centralessessesncosssseses| =16 -13 -6 12 1,977 +13 -5 10 2,431 148 1 134
Vountaine sesssssnesevssonsse sesses ] =9 -1 + 4 5 924 +2 -8 b 929 116 88 121
PaCifiCesessesssesesonsees s} =7 ] =8 +14 19 5,110 +23 +1 n 6,811 253 | 180 | 224

Farm supplies.cessssscnegesresscrsccnsacs| =9 -1 +1 15 2,7k =35 +13 8 683 10, 95 52

Fresh fruits and vegetabloBessssavecsosso | =lh | =6 =1 72 4,866 «11 | 415 JAR 859 28.1 28 23
New Ei eseracsracssesnrasssaseses | =il =17 -8 9 352 c c e ] e € ¢
Middle AtlantiCecescrsvessssesnosnses| =22 =12 -1 17 1,450 [ < [ c c ] e
East North Centraleesvsescsonsesecsns | =9 +11 +2 17 1,009 ¢ c [] [ e [ [
West North Centralececscessvssses =10 -7 +1 5 405 e c c ¢ [ L] e
South Atlantices.. ~-10 -1 0o 11 520 c e c c ] c [
PacifiCessensonss ~16 -6 -1 6 766 ] ¢ ] ¢ c e [

Y0 7y0

(Continued on next page)




Page 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTCRIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GDOGRAPEYC DIVISIGN

OCTOBER. 1948 , v
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIB‘LE» WﬂliOUT DI?CLUSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS) .
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stockmsales®
i g - s stober 1948 . ratios
Kind o ﬁnd business Percent change ‘ Oci?ober 1948 sample Per:ent ck(::ge October 1948 sample
Octe | Oote |10 mosa|y oct. o ltio. of | meported |
geographic division 1948 | 1948 1948 ﬂ??imgr Rgop;]z:::d 1948 1948 “gim: dopga: Octy | Octa | Septe
from |from | from | pport. | sales . | STOR | OB lreporte} values |1948 {2947 |1948
Oct. | Sept. 10 mog. ing (add 000) Cet.e Sept.. ing (add: 000)
1947 1948 1947 X 957 1948-
Groceries, tobalecesssesvoscasoransennes | =15 | =5 +3 555 #98,445 -1} o+ 319 $84,962 | 135 | 07 | 120
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalersd.| =15 -8 +3 328 51,163 -1 + 6" 182 47,38L 135 118 | 114
New Englandeeceescssvesessnnivocnsee | =23 -10 -5 ) 923 ¢ e ] c ¢ [ [
’ =10 -9 + 8 22 3,827 -5 +12 9 3,115 115 113 91
-18 | -6 -1 56 10,259 + 6 +5 26 1,43 | 150 1 114 | 135
=11 -8 + 17 Ly 7,039 -1 +9 32 . 1,210 129 120 107
~15 -6 + 1 62 6,846 +1 + bk 28 Ly 521 129 104 115
-1l 4] -h 29 3,055 13 1 +7 16 2,224 125 2 116
-12 ~12 +6 - 13,306 -1 +3 57 12,514 129 118 106
w25 | -1 -5 16 2,255 -7 +1 7. 1,639 1 171 | 158 | 142
PacifiCessssssssaserssessncerenanens | =17 | =8 +4 9 3,653 | -8 a5 |4 3,668 | 11 | 125 | 11
Voluntary~group wholesalersses.. veenee L A7 |~ 8 + 1 118 31,195 -3 +1 82 28,805 | 1h4 | 12 13
New Englandeesescscssssnsesssssasses | =19 -1 A 10 2,873 +3 +15 5 1,154 134 108 108
Middle AtlantiCesessssvsssessvessnase | -16 +3 + 1 32 8,139 | ~8 c+ b 16 4,289 139 124 129
East North Centralecssssconsscssssss| =20 -9 +1 35 8,218 -2 + 4 29 8,843 139 116 119
West North Centralesesecesssecscccce | =16 -1 -2 12 5,979 -3 -7 10 8,996 | “154 134 16k
South AtlantiCssescesssosesssscconse | «l2 -2 +5 9 1,411 -2 +11 5 883 133 118 115
PaCifiCesscecserasssssvncnassasnnane ] =19 -11 +3 [3 2,521 e c e e c ¢ c
Retailer-cooperative warel resves| =0 -3 413 19 6,958 + + 3 10 5,019 | 135 111 129
Specialty lines wholesalers.ececeececeses | =12 + 1 +3 90 9,129 +.3 + b4 45 3,694 9L 85 92
New Englandessessocasssces + b +10 + 7 8 37h | ~28 -2 5 122 [A¢) oL L
¥iddle AtlantiCecesssese =16 +3 + 2 18 2,575 -4 - [+] 6 283 51 L5 53
East North Centraleceee. ~L7 -2 -3 12 659 ~10 +3 5 172 70 85 0
South AtlantiCecesrscsssecvssssences| =5 + L +5 18 1,080 0 + 2 7 491 76 70 82
East South Central + 4 +10 +4 [ 599 [ c [ c ¢ ¢ ¢
West South Central A | -2 -5 5 356 ‘o c T e e ¢ c ¢
Yountainees ~19 +3 -1 898 [ c . e c ¢
Pacificesss ~11 -3 +5 17 2,554 +12 +1 13- 1,419 185 150 167
Leather and shoe findingSieesscassssesss | =19 -10 -6 32 651 -3 -2 15 1,120 326 269 306
Middle AtlantiCesseesees ~20 | =10 -7 66 ¢ c [ ) e e [
East North Centraleesess -18 | =1 -6 7 140 [ c e [ e c e
West North Centraleessecssccscsseses| =9 +2 -k 5 86 e [ [ ° e [ e
PacifiCessecssearancsavanccssssnsaaa | =23 ~18 -8 5 254 [} e ] LA [ e 4
Meats and msat products.eese + 4 -4 +15 5L 40,025 -8 =12 34 7,226 38 11 38
Paper and its productssisessescscscoscese | =8 | +1 0 59 8,150, +28 + 2 29 5,219 1 136 | 102 L%
Middle AtlantiCescessssescscssescsea} =7 + b - b 17 2,027 +19 + 2 10 1,188 95 k¥ 10
«13 +1 -2 20 3,875 +39 +1 10 1,913 4 142 ¢ 91 145
) + 8 +1 13 591 e e e [ ¢ ¢ c
=12 =13 +9 I 291 [ ¢ c c [ ¢ [
POLIOLeUNssessussssnovosasorasenssinenes ) +9 | +5 | 427 2L 950 |- 431 | -1 23 4L | sh | b5 | 56
Shoes and other fOOLWEETsessescsses ~18 | =16 + b 27 25,500 +33 -7 16 8,147 68 46 69
-5 =9 0 [A 709 ] 3 ¢ ¢ ) 3
-22 | -16. -6 6 761 [} [ e (3 c c c
=34 -29 -10 L 1,688 ¢ c e e [ ¢ [
~19 + 2 -1k 5 263 c 3 [ c ¢ e e
=6 =4k + 1 239 26,707 +17 +5 101 12836 66 53 61
-1 -2 + 6 20 2,697 +16 [¥) 351 L 36 42
<10 | -6 o 19 5,945 | +8 0 2 1,885 | 62| = | é
-4 0 +3 49 6,432 + 8 412 17 1,363 55 48 49
-6 -1 +2 32 3,373 +44, ] g 1,883 103 67 107
-8 -7 + 2 15 1,488 +20 +8 11 857 1% 49 55
East South Centralesssescesssvassnse § =18 -10 -2 10 1,070 1 c [ c e c [
West South Centralesessesssss cese ] =4 -8 - L 22 1,757 +10 ~ 1 10 LO1 50 48 WL
Mountainesssesssosesssosnsscesessses| =1 +5 [¢] 23 1,308 +28 +25 15 571 ‘80 63 69
PacifiCessscsesercsscosssesssncnssee} =9 -5 +1 21 2,637 [ c [ e ¢ e ¢
Mi8cELlanBoUSsssssssosssececssseesssosss ] =5 -8 +3 12 2,451 411 + 2 6 1,325 167 136 | 151

buginess) for an identical group of firms.
Insufficlent data to show separately.

ace ®

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groupse

Stock-sales ratios are percentagea derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct ahipments and consignment
Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

States comprising geographic divisiohs:
New England ~ (Conn., Maine, Masse, No Hep Re I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantic ~ (N. J., M. Y., Pa.)

East North Central -~ (Il1l1,, Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.
West North Central -

4o7¢0 N. Dak., S. Dak.)

)

Jowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,

South Atlantic - (Del., DeCs, Flae, Gae, Mde, NeCep 5.Cs, Vae, We Vae)
East South Central - sAla., K¥e, Miss., Tenn.)

West South Central - (Ark., La., Olla., Texaa)

Mountain = (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utsh, ¥yo.)
Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.s
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SALES AND INVENTORIES
UNITED STATES SUMMARY . GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

NOVEMBER 1948

Data contained hsrein were compiled from confidential reports submitted to the Bureau of

the Census from all parts of the country by 2,906 wholesale houses in various lines of trades
November sales of the 2,906 wholesalers totaled $538,109,000.

November sales of the 2,906 merchant yholesalers were up 4 percent from November of last
year, but were off ) pevcent from October of this years On a year-to-date basis, ssles for the
first eleven months of 1948 were up 7 percent from the corresponding period of 1947.

November sales of independent retail stores,as shown in the Bureau!s MONTHLY RETAIL TRADE
REFORT, were up 1 percent over November of last year and showed no change from October of this year.
On a year~to-date basis, sales of independent retail stores registered an increase of 6 percent,:
slightly less than the 7 percent increase as recorded by the 2,906 merchant wholesalers.

Of the 37 wholesale trades for which data are shown separately in the following table, 23
reported increases over November of last year, 12 reported decreases, and two = electrical ap=-.
pliances and speclalties and industrial chemicals -—— showed little or no change. Comparing November

. with October of this year, 9 trades reported increases ranging from 1 to 7 percent. On the other
hand, 27 trades reported sales decreases. (n a year-to-date basis, all but 5 trades (refrigeration
equipment, clothing, fresh fruits and vegetables, leather, and paper) reported increases in sales
for the first eleven months of 1948 over the same period of 1947.

November 30 inventories (valued at cost) of 1,943 of the 2,906 wholesslers were up 15
percent over November 30 of last year but recorded little change (+ 1%) from October. Twenty-seven
trades recorded increases in inventories compared with a year ago, nine trades reported decreases,
and one, specialty lines grocers, no change. During November, 23 trades reported increases, 12
recorded decreases, and 2 reported little or no change. Expressed in terms of stock-sales ratios,
the 146 for November represented an increase of 13 and 8 points, respectively, over November a year
ago and October of this year.

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES—SEVEN TRADES

\

NOVEMBER 1518 COMPARED WITHE
NOVEMBER 1947

Percent

Change ELECTRICAL GQODS

DRY GOODS —» £

INVENTORIES

Data in this report are not adjusted for mumber of days in the month nor for seasonal or price
fluctuations,
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(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF “INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS)

NOVEMEFR 1948

WHOTESAIERS! SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GROGRAPIOC DIVISION

Seles

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stoclke-salesd
Percent change Hovenber 1948 simpl | Parcent change|November 1948 sample ratios
Kind of business g :
and Nov [Nove |13 mose|yo  oelpeportea | JO¥s | HO¥s | yo of| meported
geographic -division 1548 | 1948 | 1948 firms | dollar 31-.9‘*8 }91‘3 firms | dollar Nove | Nov. | Octe
from | from | from ) yupgrbe| sales rom PO | report-| values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
Nove | Octs | 1) mos. ing (add 000) Nov. Octa ing (add 000)
1947 {1948 | 194T 1947 | 1948
United States totaliessseseesceces | + 4 | =4 +7 2,906 | $538,109 +15 +1 ] 1,943 | $581;00L Wb | 3133 | 138
New Englandeescevesssssosvssssassaacnas | + 6 o + 6 186 22,550 +21 +2 125 22,739 155 | 131 | 142
Middle AtlantiCesssceossssscesassas w7 -2 + 7 583 91,372 +12 v b 357 70,047 | 119 115 m
East North Central... sesncecenes +5 -k + 7 543 102,122 +12 + 2 367 101,799 128 19 119
West North Central.seessssesascssscsaca +9 -4 +9 312 14453 +12 -1 241 98,054 160 155 156
South AtlantiCesecscsnssscsassvusccases + 6 -4 + 7 375 51,370 +23 + b 2487 57,493 1k, | 127 134
East South Gentralieceecesccsccsssscness +h -k + 7 168 24,772 +17 +3 110 25,930 14, 130 135
Wost South Centraleeecsrcvesscrsscossene + 2 -2 +9 254 52,825 +14 + b4 18k 5ky 335 154 1 140 146
MOUNtEiNeeasesvaronss +9 1 -2 +10 123 19,163 + 1 0 83 19,960 139 | 150 )| 137
PacifiCissecssscsscnacstssscsecancecsas + 5 -1 + 7 315 87,172 +12 1 206 88,279 169 162 169
AULOmOtive SUPPLiCS.ccesnsssvsarsrseces ¢+l | <12 + 3 185 14,177 +11 + 2 110 12,033 242 202 | 205
Middle Atlanticssssesensicascenruss -8 -7 0 3L 940 +12 + 2 29 1,491 209 168 191
East North Centrale... .. -6 ~L4 + 2 36 1,714 +16 + 4 27 2,650 184 150 151
West North Central rees -2 ~11 + 2 i 1,797 + 6 -1 10 1,486 227 208 209
-South AtlanticCssvessessscsnssesscss + 6 [+} + 6 i1 704 11 + 2 8 796 239 198 201
West South Centraleseesesscossonnes - b -18 + 1 8 394 +31 +15 L 755 263 185 173
Yountainesvsseescosnscsosssassesenn + 3 -9 + L 11 842 c e c e ¢ I ¢
PACLTICeerecrenseincrneessansnnssas | =G | =35 -9 16 2,644 41 + 1 24 1,065 3u4 | 278 | 302
Electrical group, totalesessssssrsnsree +1h + 2 +15 554 | . 318,434 +29 + 7 483 150,903 133 118 | 128
Full-<line whnoleSalerS.c.sssosscorcecs +16 +3 +16 37 105579 #29:: + b 363 133,028, 133 120 129
New EnglanGeseeeaveacesssassancoess +10 -3 +7 30 5,103 +43 + 7 30 8,732 17 132 155
Middle AtlantiCaisescsoesscavosonans +21 +3 +13 54 15,297 +31 + 6 53 18,423 121 15 118
East North Central,eciseseciaocenves +12 4 +12 73 24,396 +28 « 7 70 29,605 125 109 121
West Norbkh Centralesecaisccvncsnves +16 +1 +22 39 11,37 +32 + & 39 14,057 12, | 109 120
Soufh Atlantic.eececss B 16 + 2 +13 60 13,498 438 + 8 57 18,307 144 121 137
East South Centrali.cesessses +26 +13 +22 22 5,389 +43 +10 20 6,166 11e 105 123
West South Centralisseesvssisasines +11 + 8 +25 52 9,326 +42 +5 42 12,073 129 102 133
Hountaln v sssivesesnrocssrssonssas +29 415 +26 19 4,339 + 4 -5 18 5:164 1 149 146
PacifiBiseessoovsercsssanssossnsense #3 | -3 +20 35 12,860 413 + 8 34 20, 501 160 160 1hh
Wiring supplies, construction
materials distributorsiesarscecscssss +2 -5 + 5 o 5,005 +11 + b 61 5,618 122 309 o8
New Englandaessecssnsrovssoresreses -3 + 5 o 12 538 -1 + 4 1A 150 134 132 132
Middle Atlanticessseerassesssoennns + 6 +3 -1 23 1,102 + 6 + 5 15 1,128 136 128 128
East North Centrale... -1 | 44 +2 22 1,234 v 4 +k 15 1,343 128 | 123 | 133
South AtlantiC.s.ess o ~20 + 8 12 1,450 +21 + 5 3 1,043 82 65 3%
West South Central.. +11 -3 +16 7 W2 +20 +7 5 188 136 129 121
MountaifNeessevesansesnarransoonnnss +15 -8 +18 5 282 c ¢ [ [ < 3 c
PACifiCssssssesesnsveesssseossrnnse -15 ~12 -3 9 163 +10 - b 7 894 202 156 ig2
Appliances and specialties . '
WhOLegalerSeessesscsvscsssonsssasnrons o] -2 +9 £3 10,850 41 11 52 12,257 142 103 126
New Englandesesssesosesnasssososses -21. +1 <10 6 620 ¢ c ¢ ¢ e e e
Middle AtlantiCeeae. + 6 -7 +11 16 1,466 +27 +13 7 1,566 182 115 125
East North Central.. + 8 -2 +10 15 1,935 +79 +13 9 1,378 12 68 98
West North Centralesecscesese -3 ~-12 +10 12 1,071 +39 L 10 1,469 147 102 122
South Atlantic,seseeencanses -~ -1k + 8 12 2,107 +65 +10 10 1,911 106 79 90
West South Central... -13 +6 -6 Ix 876 ¢ c I c ¢ c ¢
Mountain. vesesessone +31 -& +21 7 1,163 +34 + 8 4 1,540 127 | 100 1 113
PacifiCesesssrentvecocnnsacsnsosnns +26 +49 + b g 1,131 +40 21 9 1,748 155 139 130
Furniture and house furnishings..eessss +24 -5 +23 34, 7,579 +55 +1) 21 8,210 134 108 111
Middle Atlantic.esecensease +20 =5 +2 9 1,736 ¢ c [3 ¢ e c [
East North Central. +1h =12 +22 A 916 e e a ¢ ¢ c e
Mountain... . +13 +1 0 5 517 e [ ¢ e ¢ e e
PacifiCeevvenonnes +«2 ] +10 +10 7 336 c c e e c e c
Hardwaresessssssesssen + 2 -8 + 7 120 43,225 +21 0 86 68, 794 206 174 185
Middle Atlantic... + 8 + 1 +9 23 6,116 + 7 + 2 -15 6,311 196 204 175
East North Central.. [0} =15 +3 15 7,852 +15 -2 12 12,365 172 146 149
West North Central... + 6 -7 + 8 16 10,133 +22 -4 16 19,712 195 169 188
South Atlanticeeass.. +12 ~11 +13 20 3,827 +39 +12 15 7,710 233 196 185
East South Centraleceiecvievssnconss +6 -7 +10 12 4,180 417 + 4 5 2,977 162 151 132
West South Centraleceesesecsseesans -8 ~11 +56 14 3,325 +14 -1 9 5,973 225 182 203
PacifiCievessenscsss seene -9 -6 + 4 12 5,664 +28 +2 9 12,154 erat 191 253
Industrial supplies... casen 412 -2 + 8 65 10, 542 +29 -3 43 13,410 181 166 188
New Englandec-vecssevacs-cocencarea + 3 + L + 3 8 698 © ¢ © c c e )
Middle Atlantic.eessrecsssnccanasas +1 ~-1 o] 17 1,750 +10 -4 9 1,769 179 165 187
East North Centraleeececesesssanves | +20 0 + 6 10 1,044 +18 0 7 611 189 | 176 | 171
South Atlenticiseeseveiossresacans +23 -3 +11 8 763 +32 + 2 7 1,202 160 149 150
West South Central. +15 -1 +13 5 3,107 +17 -2 4 3,651 168 189 185
Pacificeeesanessase 425 -1 +12 8 2,138 c ¢ ¢ ¢ [ c e
JeWBLlIYereicrasnaoaans -1 + 5 + L 136 8,803 +15 41 T 11,246 176 153 186
Hew England..... =30 | - +21 + 1 4 85 c " c a c c ¢ o
Middle Atlantic..e... -18 -7 +5 34 1,467 +23 -3 12 1,740 191 1ns 178
East North Central..... +5 +14 +2 1 2,852 + 8 +14 pal 3,522 165 158 168
West North Centralessss +11 + 8 + 8 12 1,501 +13 -4 10 1,88 15 A 166
South Atlanticieeseceecsssnnsceiese +13 EavA +2 6 432 c ° [ c ° c ¢
Mountaineeeeesvevrsacnersanesancens =17 +19 ~10 4 25 Iy a ¢ c e ¢ [
PacifiC.isascsvonnsercosancaassasces -3 -1 + 4 31 2,237 20 -5 19 3,459 200 168 A7

Y

(Continued

on next page)



WHOIESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIRS, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Page 3
NOVEMBER 1948 ) )
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF mNEUAL OPERATIONS)
. : Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) St l-i Tog
K t b h ratios
Kind of Business Porcent change November 1948 sample|Percent N r 1948 sample
and Hove | Nove |11 mos. Nov. Nove
ographic division 1948 | 1 No. of | Reported No, of | Reported .
goography procl Bt e | rims | acller | 1948 1198 | Tpin | Tagtar | o | Move | Got
Novs | Oote |11 mog. raport-| eales Nov. | Oot, report values 1948 | 1947 | 1948
1947 | 1958 | 1947 ing | {add 000) 1967 | o8 ing- | (add 000)
Lumbsr and building materialS.cececsssee +10 -15 +21 51 §8, 846 +79 +10 26 $5,521, 102 it 78
Machinery, equipment, supplies ‘
(excopt 61loctrical)essessecacroscnssanne -8 ~13 + b hiy 3,295 ~3 -1 27 5,230 227 225 197
Middle AtlantiCeecssesessssnconcanee | + 5 | =21 + 7 7 489 -2 -3 A 995 1561 175 | 127
+1 -1 + 2 n 709 -9 -2 7 825 168 187 | 169
~11 =10 -4 6 302 -8 -7 [y 245 i75 187 193
-22 | -23 +25 5 569 e c c e c e e
-8 1 -16 -8 8 517 [ e e e ] e [}
+18 -13 +16 17 2,166 + I + 2 11 2,943 143 173 123
+16 -7 + b4 9 242 -1 +3 5 167 162 213 145
Paints and varnishes... eroracesacnrs -4 -15 +14 23 1,268 +15 +3 11 963 132 108 119
Flumbing and heating supplioS.esesssesse +10 | -8 +12 52 5,176 +26 + 1 28 3,662 S 1361 126 | 125
New England.eecescvsoonessccnsaconne +15 -1L +13 7 381 e e [ e c ¢ [}
Middle AtlantiC.... +5 =12 +7 16 1,192 +35 -1 5 393 143 128 133
East North Gentral. +19 -7 +12 12 1,201 +10 -3 10 1,312 128 134 | 12
Weat Horth Centralevsisiesvsesccensos +32 1 -2 +17 6 66 +31 + 8 5 699 145 1131 102
Refrigeration equipment, parts
(commercial)eesssanssseencatesssessnoses =11 -16 -7 23 T4H0 + 1 + 1 16 1,911 381 350 310
Surgical, wedical, equipment, supplies.. +16 -4 +9 23 2,672 +17 -5 18 2,859 117 116 118
Middle AtlantiCecesecsssscecnsces . + 7 b4 +3 [ 237 +11 +3 5 4LO3 260 259 236
East North Centrale... 26| -5 +16 7 1,904 + 8 -9 [ 1,680 82| 103 9%
BBOTseesearasaersansese 4330 + 4 | 21 42 2,327 + 6 + 7 31 601 321 |l =z
Middle Atlantiec...... +21 +13 + 8 g 397 [ [ ¢ c c c c
Esst North Centraleseecasesece +3 0 -1 10 450 e c [ c c c c
West North Centralessececsvecsssrses +69 +5 48 [3 819 ¢ e [ ¢ e e e
South AtlantiCeessesecssesssassssone bk 0 +1h 5 329 c [ 3 [ c c [
East South Centralieescecescoscscens +17 0 -9 5 82 [ [ c e c ‘e c
PacifiCecvasvsonvoes ceseessnnnnn +25 1] +15 5 237 e c (2 c é e c
Chemicals, industrifliccesesceconssoasss [¢] -2 + 8 14 1,094 +14 -3 10 1,089 136 120 137
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes). -9 - b =1 23 2,235 +27 =13 12 965 1,8 104 143
Middle AtlantiCissecssesscccrsnorssre -9 [+ + 3 9 1,864 ¢ ¢ c c c [ ¢
South AtlantiCieseescsccsncarceenses -6 =27 -5 A &8 ¢ c c [ c c ]
CoBlesterseresscsnoiacecsvsnscsessonsose + 9 -2 +28 2 6,448 +60 ~ 1 L 8,748 306 200 313
Confectioneryesecesnesssensscoraasacsane + 5 + 5 F L5 2,370 -5 -0 2 1,235 a1 829 87
Hiddle AtIantiCesssesssccassossccens + b 0 + b 6 [VEN c c o c e c 3
East North Centraleecscsesesssscasce + 7 + 5 + 7 7 340 e [ ] e -] ¢ e
South AtlantiCessessscnccssosevenses + 4 +14 -1 11 264 [ c e ¢ e c c
East South Centraleceeeeesss cesne + 5 -4 +9 7 328 c c < [ 1 [ []
Dairy and poultry productSeseesersossssn + 4 -3 +11 26 3,087 =17 -18 17 815 31 Ex) 36
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)s,.. 11 -2 + b 169 42,494 + 1 -3 134 59,913 179 197 179
New Englandesseoscssssseosconsesenes | #12 | =2 + 6 13 2,316 -1 -2 1 3,3 60| 202 | 183
Middle AtlantiCeissssesvesess . +14 o] +3 20 7,226 + b -2 1, 6,604 160 169 161
East North Centraleescssesceseseases +7 -3 + 8 25 T,421 + 0 -2 18 8,268 163 17 159
West North Centraleiceescseccocacsces +14 -1 + 8 20 5,192 + 8 -1 18 75733 17 182 165
South Atlanticeessesscsseviecsaneses 411 + 2 + 6 27 4,893 -2 0 20 6,939 194 223 198
East South Conbtraleessecscscevennsres + 7 + 1 + L 17 3,149 + 2 -3 13 4,851 188 199 198
West South Centraleesscoracscsonases +16 -3 +9 19 4,348 + b -3 16 7,978 199 220 201
Mountaine,sseresasscossasescsonceras +12 -8 +1.2 11 2,016 + 2 - b 9 3,622 185 203 178
PRCifiCecscisssesvivasrescnscnrornae + 8 -4 +1 17 5,933 -9 -5 15 10,592 ig 214 184
DIy g00dSsesacecsscvcvsesbanconcosnnnene | =81 15 | 43 157 | 42,092 28 | -8 131 L 69,257 1931 136 | 175
New Englandessesseseescoscossssesnss | =1 | ~2 -5 5 230 414 -5 5 37 163 141 | 167
Middle AtlanticCecscessscacosasesnsae -3 =17 +« 7 42 54348 +15 + 2 2L 5,905 202 162 153
East North Central.c.esss. rerna -1 - 8 + 1 11 1,936 +2h -6 1 2,845 147 n7y 14
. -5 =16 -1 9 6,374 + 7 -8 9 11,755 pE:A 164 170
South AtlantiCecessesscesscersescacs ~11 =15 + 2 23 3,668 #17 -7 16 5,307 167 133 158
Bast South Centralesessscesscscevace =13 ~21 -3 17 2,176 + 8 -6 10 2,606 168 133 129
West South Central.iscesecscecisecass =14 16 -7 14 1,951 +10 0 1 2,455 174 128 16
Mountainessevsssescesnsosersssnscnss +1 -5 + b 7 990 +28 -6 1A 869 15 91 126
PacifiC.cecescnssscnseecncecncccnuan +7 -2 +13 17 3,318 +14 -5 9 2,372 247 191 237
FAIM BUPPLLSS.seesrvsrasssresssrnnnsanen ~8] +7 + 1 1 1,701 -25 +12 8 995 98| 127 82
Frosh fruits and vegetableSseessconscuss -8 + 5 -2 T2 5,534 =7 + 6 L2 1,035 30 30 29
New EnglanGevecesssenseace ceesare -6 + 7 -8 11 518 c < e c ] [ c
Middle AtlanticCeeesessaceresoscnoncs ~11 -8 -2 16 1,183 c c ] c e ° c
East North Central.seees -k +21 + 1 18 1,317 c ¢ ¢ c [ [ c
West North Gentral...eeene +7 -6 +1 5 168 e c c e c e [
South Atlanticeescossssansae -3 -4 0 ¢ 379 c & [ ¢ L] [ [
East South Centrsl.. wesr -4 + 2 116 L 92 c ] e ¢ ¢ c -]
PacifiCiceiecacscenassns sevoenoa ~5 + b -2 6 795 e L] e e o e e

{1257

(Continusd on next page)
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WHOLESALFRS' SAIFS AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

NOVEMHER 1948 ) .
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRATHIC DIVISIONS WHEHE FOSSIBIE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
sales Inventory, end~of-month (at cost) Stock-sales?
@ ent change vembe ratios
Kand of business Percent change November 1948 sample| Pexrc ge |November 1948 sample
an Nove | Now. {11 mos. Nov. Hov, :
¥o. of | Reported * {Nos of | Reported
geogrsphle division 1’9“8 948 | 1948 gl | Cdoriar | 1948 | 198 |elme | aotiar | Nov.| Nove | cote
rom |- from| fyom |rgport- | seles | £rom | from lyeport. | values | 1948 | 1947 | 1948
Nove | Octe |11 woss | gp0 (add 000) | Nove | Oct. ing (ada 000)
1957 | 1948 | 9470 1947 | 1948 ;
Groceries, t0taleesssssssssrsescnnaness | + & o} +3 573 $110,237 -2 + 1 260 $108, 164, 12 153 | 142
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalersd, + b -1 +3 325 52,002 +1 + 3 203 57,484 19 155 1Lh
New Englandeeescesarecarscsioosnesss | = L 6] -6 K 922 c Y © ¢ Py ¢ c
+ 7 + 2 + 8 22 . 3,768 ~10 +10 10 3,433 12, 150 116
+ 2 -0 -1 37 9 +1 -2 25 11,057 156 155 150
West North Centraleseesascoserssoven +14 +5 + 6 58 11,181 -1 -2 [ 15,143 155 18, 17
South AtlantiCessssssssscrcrsccosens + 4 [+} + 1 65 7,208 + L + 3 29 Ly'T26 137 139 132
East South Centraliecseeceoscass + 3 -8 - b 36 3,638 + 6 + 8 24 3,370 139 132 119
West South Centralscesecevsacns -2 -4 +5 83 12,451 « 7 410 58 14,149 149 139 128
Mountaine..seeesesreoesseasosss -2 +3¥] -5 u 1,34 -12 + 7 7 1,750 78] 193 | 1
PACIFLIC.ssesssersoaavocnsvasasvansan +14 +13 +.5 7 2,422 e ] ¢ c ¢ [ ¢
Voluntary-group wholesalers..essseeees + 1] -1 + 1 136 35,857 ~10 -2 97 33,106 1421 158 | 3142
New Englandscvesasescessarcscncvsnes + b + 5 + 4 10 3,02 -2 + 4 5 1,201 132 156 13,
b + 2 + 1 34 9,225 ~13 + 2 17 4y 506 148 148 140
~81 -6 [ 35 7,342 ~16 ~6 27 7,386 145 155 1
-31 4] -2 26 5,901 1 -15 -1 25 9,095 | 158| 180 | 153
+ 6 -1 + b 9 1,437 -2 -1 5. 874 131 145 133
PacifiCessescecssetoerroversansaving + 5 + 2 +2 9 7,065 c [ [ ] [ e ¢
Retailer-cooperative warchouses.vecoss +16 + 1 +13 20 7,876 +11 + 4 13 5,857 124 122 118
Specialty lines wholesalers + 8 + 6 + 2 93 1y, 502 [¢] -2 L7 12,017 126 15 146
New Englandescevssse P =17 + 6 6 123 ¢ c ¢ e c c ¢
Middle AtlanticC.eeesssrseeecensosara 0 -5 + 2 23 2,581 + k& +7 8 387 67 66 60
Bast North Centralecssresascaveaccans +h 0 -3 12 660 -1 - b 5 161 61 90 70
South AtlantiCeeerosestonsonarsnaacs +18 +8 + 6 21 1,550 +3 + 1 8 1,037 101 120 13
East South Centralisssecssccesossose +15 +9 + 5 5 INE] e ] 1 c e [} c
West South Centrale.sssicescevesnnss -8 -1 -5 5 352 < ¢ e e e c [
MOUNLE I s seoromansavsncsesncrsnesassse ~ 7 -10 -2 L 80L [3 L] [ c ¢ & [
PACATiCovensennnnnrnnnesesarnsanne | #11 1 414 +3 17 7,823 0 -3 13 9,134 16| 166 | 182
Leather and shoe findings...... vene -12 .| -1 -7 28 4,88 - 1 + 1 12 895 398 341 353
Middle AtlantiCesssenncrscarernseves -5 =5 -7 ] 63 c [ c [ ¢ c [
East North Centralecssssesseensnance ~20 <1l -7 b 86 ] c & ¢ c [ [
PACifiCausvesesrsnorosaensvansesnsan -3 ~11 -8 5 226 c ¢ e [ a < ]
Meats and meat productsieciicassve -10 -5 +12 48 37,4617 -22 +10 3k 8,322 47 63 39
Middle AtlantiCecesrevoosnves + 6 -1 +12 g 3,841 -16 + 5 8 1,590 42 53 39
East Horth Centralevesssees + 1 -15 +23 12 7771 ~17 + 7 12 3,796 49 60 39
South AtlantiCe.eessscsessseascnnioe + 2 -22 +12 5 1,255 ¢ c c c e ¢ ]
PacifiCescssnvscaressascesoscrccvaes +10 ~20 +28 i 2,790 c c ¢ ¢ [ c [
Paper and its productSciecsacescessconss + 2 -4 [s] 58 75945 +17 -2 30 5,752 149 124 136
New England.cveascceccrosnsscnsnesens +10 -6 + 1 4 26 e < e e [ ¢ e
Middle AtlantiC.e.cveiscaveracencres -6 -7 -4 18 1,978 +11 -5 11 1,157 1L 93. 99
East North Central.sscsscesscocssens + 6 s b -2 kv 3,672 +39 ] 9 1,959 133 91 138
West North Central.cecescsccssssoans +26 + 9 +9 L 191 c c [ . ¢ c e [
South AtlantiCeceressoceccsessseacee -3 -5 + 1 [ 560 ¢ © c e ¢ c e
PaciflCe.ecesacncvasscevnecsescennss -2 ~28 +8 4 842 e e [ ¢ e c c
PetroleUMesoessssoassarcaracesacavavonne +10 - by +25 26 1,144 + b + 2 25 666 63 69 6)
Shoes and other footwear.ivesecssscsoens =27 -33 + 2 27 9,096 +39 118 19 10,083 123 63 68
New Englandescessessesscecosnsssessn -7 -28 0 b 511 e ¢ e c c e c
Middle Atlantic. -5 ] -2 -7 é 509 [ e [ ¢ ¢ c e
South Atlanticee.cses 25 ~5 ~12 [ A,607 < e ¢ c ¢ [ 3
Tobacco product8esscecssssiscensoscanese + 5 + 3 + 1 227 31,988 411 - +7 -111 11,981 68 63 65
New England.seess. O] +2] +& 20 2,832 417 + 1 8 338 45 Lo L6
Middle Atlantices.. 0 +1 -1 56 12,329 +16 +11 37 7,510 17 66 69
East North Centralicesscessncocsovss +9 +1 +3 193 5,866 -16 -7 16 1,333 49 64 52
West North Central.eeccescvscecsssasne +12 4 + 2 34 3,847 +19 +7 12 766 63 58 62
South At1antiCeesssssssesessasesonss | #13 | +3 | +2 13 1,373 +24; +5 9 669 65 59 b
East South Central..eecveasesasscsne o +13 -2 9 L3 24 +24 I 387 79 61 77
West South Central..... + 7 + 2 -} 22 1,46k -2 -3 10 350 n 80 75
Mountain.eceeseacessses +11 -1 + 1 13 1,008 +36 -9 8 328 T 61 76
PaCifiCeincscnssamanscscocencsccnnnn +16 +15 + 2 16 2,526 -5 0 7 300 51 58 52
MiBCEllANEOUS sevarsncasscsivnenanconare | =G o] +2 12 2,447 +19 +3 7 2,353 223 | 163 | 223

a

business) for an identical group of firms.

2.0 0

Insufficient data to show ssparately.

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.T., Vt.)

Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pi.)

West North Central -
vy

East North Central - in_l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
Jowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,
Ne Dak., Se Dak.)

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperastive groups,

Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

States comprising geographic divisions:

West South Central -

Pacific ~ (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

Stock-sales ratics sre percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any dirsect shipments and consignment

South Atlantic - (Del.,, D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., NeCoy SoCe, Va., ¥W.Va.)
East South Centrsl -~ EAla., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Ark., La., Okla., Texas)
Monnbain - (Aviz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
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SALES AND INVENTORIES
UNITED STATES SUMMARY . GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

DECEMBER 1948 )

Data contained in this report were compiled 'from confidential reports submitted to the
Bureau of the Caensus from all parts of the country by 2,672 wholesale  houses in various lines of
trade.,

SALES

VWholesale dollar volume ssles for the year 1948 wers 7 percent above 1947. 0f the 37
trades coverad by this report all except 5 show increases, when comparing 1948 with 1947, ranging
from 1 percent in Voluntary Group Wholesale grocers to 24 percent ia the Coal t;-ade.

In contrast, however, December sales are 2 percent below the previous month and 2 percent
lower than December a year ago. Among those showing substantial deereases are the Dry Goods and
Clothing and Furnishings (except shoes) trades. ' .

INVENTORIES

End-of-the-year iaventories (valued at cost) as reported by 1,54l firms increased 1l per-
cent over December a year ago, but reported no change from the previous month. Expressed in terms
of stock sales ratios, the 152 reported for December indicates an increase of 21 points from Dscem—
ber 1947 and a 5 point increass over the previous month.

RETAIL TRADE

December sales of imdependent retail stores, as shown in the Bursau's MONTHLY RETAIL
‘IRADE REFORT showed a gain of 28 percent from November to December 1948 and a December sales level
of 2 parcent above that for December 1947. Sales for the year 1948 were 6 percent ahead of sales
in 1947, alightly less than the 7 percent recorded by merchant wholesalers.

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES..SEVEN TRADES

DECEMBER 1948 CQMPARED WITH
DECEMBER 1947

Pe 14
ng:;e \-ELECTR ICAL GOODS
45 o

i1 INVENTORLES

Data in this report ave met adjusted for mmber of days in the momth mor for seasomsl or price
fluctuations, .




Page 2

WHO]ESAIBS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, .BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

DECEMIER 1948

(DATA ARE SHUWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIUNS oHERE PUSSIBLE WITHGUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at:cost) Stock-bajes®
Percent change December 1948 sample | Percent change | December 1948 sample ratios
Kind of business -
and Dec, } Dec, {12 mos, 5 Dee. | Dec.
geographic division 2048 | 1948 | loug | Vo OF | BOERd | oup | qus | M9y 0f | Meported
. from | from | from report~ | ‘sales fron | from report~ | values Dec, | Dec. | Nov,
Dec. | ov, {12 mos. | EnrE™ | (290%00) | Decs | Nov, Porte | (aaeegy | M4 | 1947 | 1oe
1947 | 1948 | 1947° 1947 | 1948
United States totalesieecasnssses -2 -2 + 7 2,672 $470,568 14 0 1,544 $418,78L 152 131 147
New ENglandeessssecsecescsessovncescen ol +6] +5 175 19,513 2| +3 97 15,654 135 | 106 | 137
Middle AtlantiCeecececossocacsncoscsae + 4 +3 + 7 531 89,701 + 8 -3 282 51,703 103 299 11
East North Centrale.scssecesesesscescee | +3 | + 5] +7 503 90,458 Ay | + 2 303 71,746 127 1 1134 131
West North Centraleseesesssssscecenses -2 -8 +9 290 52,400 +12 -3 205 69,360 186 161 170
South AtlantiCeecscssscsse censssae -3 -4 +.6 336 40,886 +20 + 3 192 38,865 157 130 143
Bast South Centralesesesscscssasessias -6 -6 + 6 153 21,177 +13 + 3 76 17,63 172 1Lk 155
West South Centraleseecssccoccosscscss + 7 -1 +9 235 38,181 +13 -3 140 40,829 157 150 160
AOUNLBLNencsenns -3 -6 +9 116 16,116 +3 -4 70 13,464 138 132 131
PacifiCiseecne -l -3 + 7 298 55,867 +17 Q 155 544279 171 141 167
Automotive BUPPlieBe.escsssssnsenscncs -3 =11} +2 177 7,924 + 7 -3 104 10,793 253 229 238
Middle AtlantiCesecsasesssscosssen +10 + 1| [4) 3L Y6 +20 +1T i 219 202 204
East North Centralisessrcssessssse | +2 | =6 | £2 33 1,338 +15 § =1 23 2,063 209 1 184 | 199
West North Centralsicsessscn, -4 | =15 +1 | 29 2,526 +3{ -1 24 3,682 253 | 2311 239
South AtlantiCecessesecssscssssnse ~17 ~23 +5 12 Sk7 +10 +7 8 9 243 221 228
West: South Central, -9 -11 0 7 310 c c e e ¢ c ¢
Hountaineescssocees -1 + 3 +3 9 318 c c [ [ c [ [
PacifiCeesscssescossasescesncosese -5 =12 -9 L5 1,705 +2 o 1 1,590 434 1 365 387
Electrical group, totalesecscecssesecas + 5 +17 +14 44,3 108,557 +48 +10 271 85,883 125 89 133
Full-line wholesalers.. + 7 +20 +16 267 92,819 +54 +13 158 70,867 123 88 132
Now knglondececsescessonssossesess | + 8 | +27 ] + 7 21 5,207 +90 | +19 13 5,957 152 B TTLIE
Middle AtlantiCeseeesssesssvecessa +31 +354 +14 32 14,445 +62 +17 21 8,610 95 76 108
East North Centraluiesesesesesecees | + 5 | 320 ] 411 56 23,320 +52 | +11 35 16,598 109 75| 16
West North Centraleseecscreseecsee +10 +19 +21 29 9,848 +43 + 9 18 6,583 122 99 135
South AtlantiCesivscsesesscscsocees + 2 +20 +12 LO 11,502 +58 + 8 20 8,960 136 b 151
East South Central.csecsscesssesss -6 +9 +19 17 4,682 [ c c ¢ c [ [
West South Central, evosersesani +29 +19 +25 30 8,580 c c 1 c c e [
Hountaineisssesassssnsssseasecacos +10 +.8 +25 14 3,573 +27 + 5 9 2,325 102 891 112
PacifiCesscsasscoscassacavnnnssane ~12 +10 +18 28 11,662 +55 +14 16 11,091 153 97 153
Wiring supplies, construction
materials distribubtorSscceccccvecses + 2 + 1 + 5 105 5,223 +11 + 1 63 5,338 156 130 146
New Englandeceecsssscessscsessonses +21 | 17 + 2 13 652 + 81 47 A 161 125 120 134
Middle AtlantiC.ssessconanns -6 -l -2 25 915 +13 -2 13 901 167 128 168
East North Centralscicesscescansee -2 -4 + 2 25 1,321 +3 -1 17 1,572 139 131 135 °
West North Centralesesecesesesessss | +16 { + 7| 421 7 627 +36 | +11 5 505 110 94 | 106
South AtlantiCesecscsscsssssscsacs +5 +1 + 8 14 529 +12 -2 10 7nz2 167 158 172
West South Central.ceescassassseos +1L ~31 414 7 473 +27 +12 4 475 128 121 119
PagifiCiecesscnsscscscencosenssose -19 +h7 -5 8 392 +16 +1 7 Th9 195 137 202
Appliances and specialties
. =12 k] +7 7 10,515 #3h] =5 9,678 127 9 133
~11 +7 + 8 [ 749 [ R ) c ¢ ¢ )
Middle Atlmtic................... =17 +16 + 8 i3 2,035 +6 ~13 5 888 171 68 182
Bast North Cetttralececsssccoscosce -9 +18} +9 13 1,875 +39 =12 10 1,287 86 52 115
West North Centralesescesesesssscs| +8 ] 15| +7 9 1,207 +1h | 12 8 1,264 14 1 106 145
South’ AtlantiCesssescsscecvescsace 14 ~15 + 6 12 1,428 +48 + 8 11 1,466 119 79 96
Hounteinesesscocesssconscanrsscscns ~13 -5 +17 8 1,194 L] +5 1,411 144, 83 127
PacifiCeccsrocnscecrenccarcnncsess| =21 | <16} + 3 [ 807 ¢ e e c [ c ¢
Furniture and house furnishings.eesses +19 -7 +22 37 7,294 +i,B +11 22 9,023 188 156 148
Middle AtlanbiCeecessaccsesanacese | +L4 | = 2| 426 9 1,671 c [ 3 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
cesvens +15 -3 +21 4 879 c [ [ c c ¢ e
South AtlantiCeessseessrsccarssvae +1 ] +41] 431 H 672 e c e [ c e c
West South Centralecscsssesscesnas -3 -1 +9 i 71 [ [ ¢ e. [ ¢ c
MouNtBiNeesseonsnssssencrsecvasies ~15 -1 -1 I 300 ¢ 3 ¢ [ c c [
PacifiCesccecrsnscnressesssrncanas -2 -6 +7 7 366 3 3 e c ¢ [ 3
Hardware,secessessensscnsessessssoooae =3 =12 + 6 114 34,09 +L + 2 80 40,46 2 2 2
Middle ALLENEICesssnssssssassssene | =2 | = 7| +8 23 ) R e T3 SLesE Tt 1T i
East North Centralisescesnencoccse + 5 =10 +3 13 5,440 +8 +5 11 10,721 215 211 189.
West North Central,ssccscescessose -7 ~21 + 7 15 6,783 +16 -2 15 16:610 S a5 197 196
-2 -2 +2- 17 3,161 +31| +10 13 672 287| 2251 23
-3 -9 +8 12 3,810 +9 +12 5 3,320 199 176 | 162
-13 -19 + 5 13 2,541 +*12 o] 8 55637 284 228 228
+ b + 4 +11 7 1,766 ¢ c c < c ¢
PaclfiCesessrucncssansanesacensea| =3 | 13| +4 1 3,898 w22] +1 7 ,733 WLl 272 277
Industrial BupplieSeesscscsccocecssaoe | *+ 2| +8 )
s B 2 e WL TR
Middle AtlantiCeseessseces -5 -1 0 14 1,13L + 4 o 7 ’931, 147 131 142
Last North Centralesecssvecssseses| +4 | =5| +5 10 1,055 #15] +3 6 549 2481 174 | 202
Weat North Central.eceesse -4 + b +10 5 ,306 ¢ c c ] c e [
g::ti.rtximhnue............. -4 <191 9 6 413 +71 +6 5 693 1727 153 | 132
Coosecsesnsvonsesane -5 +18 +12e 5 360 -3 + 4 4 580 .286 238 313
=21 +6} +3 139 91298 +1 -1 & . :
bl M:lantic . csnses’| + g ?2 +1 7 623 c3 c3 c9 Z 2 lio li'] 1;7:6
tsresnssiascssessen - +]
ey I B IS B B B I A I B 1
est, North Centralessssscsss ’
South Atlantiorr s 4 IS I T OVl Py o B el B
e
lfaeific........................... + 1 +11 + 4 28 2,242 +19 -17 17 2,601 139 119 200

Yra¢ed

(Continued on next page)



. Page 3
WHOIESAIFRS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GROGRAPHIC DIVISION e

_ DECEMBER. 1948
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GeOGHAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

sales Inventory, end=-of-month (at cost
L { =) Stock-salesd
Kind of business Percent change December 1948 sample [Percent ch Di ber 1948 51 ratios
and
. Dec. | Dec. | 12 mos. Dec. | Dec. Ho. of | R ted
No. of | Reported . © eporte
geographic division 1946 | 1948 | 1948 | pirme | dotlew 1948 | 1948 ° | firms | doller
from | from | from | oot ol from | from | reporte | walues Dscs | Dec. | Novs
port- sales
Dece | Nov. |12 mog. ing (add 000) Decs | Hove ing (add 000) 19481 1947 1948
1947 | 1948 1947 1847 | 1948

Lunbar and building materialseesesseraen) =13 | 21 +18 40 $7,105 w391 -9 21 $4,562 119 e8! 101

Machinery equipment, supplies )

(except electrical)eesssasveasosronsanat =1 + 2 + 6 4 4,568 +11 + 35 27 7,633 2161 204] 218
New Englandecesesceesesscescsascnscai = 6 -5 +14 5 433 ¢ [ [ < [ [ [
Middle Atlantics... + 5 + 3 + 8 7 708 c ] ] ¢ [] c <
Bast North Central. ~ 2 +13 +1 10 786 c c ] c c L] e
Scuth Atlanticess.s -16 + 5 -5 5 241 c c c [ [ c [
West South Centralescesseovcescsenes| +12 + 5 +25 6 1,752 c c c c e c 1
PaclfiCesscersenscoceansoncransasaves] =28 ~20 -9 8 415 [ T c [ c c c

HMOLALBar sorroosnsanssasnsssarasreorosess| #28 | =2 +18 17 2,662 + 4 «7 10 5,108 1561 1031 144

Optical go0dSsessseesavssssnresncccasans| +R0 ~10 + 5 10 218 +20 +19 4 179 21} -207] 157

Paints and varnisheScesssecccosvecccssen| + 6 ~10 +13 21 967 -1 -2 10 800 162 | 187) 149

Plumbing and heating suppli€Seessccesees| +13 -8 +12 58 5,361 +18 + 8 30 4,247 160 | 170 ‘155
New Englandeessececossrercaccocssosel —~ 5 R +12 [] ?75 T c [3 c c . K
Middle AtlantiCescovessse esee] +8 -9 + 7 18 1,077 «22 + 4 5 409 184 | 166] 143
East North Centralsceceveres cese | +16 ~12 +15 13 1,144 21+ 7 10 1,424 168 | 158| 143
West North Centralesecesvesiosnsccee | +42 -12 +18 n 1,194 +14 +11 ] 1,852 151 | 161 117
PacifiCecvesssosvosersioonssssssenss| =4 + 4 + 8 . 5 1,168l c ¢ [ [ ¢ < ¢

Refrigeration. equipment, parts

(commercial)eosssesessevacsoasossassscas| =18 | =5 -8 4 665 -1| -8 15 1,300 345 (9261 340

Surgicsl, medical, equipment, supplies..}| =13 -4 + 8 22 1,170 .419 -2 18 1,720 1761 124 172
Yiddle AtlantiCeoscesesssercocacnaas| +21 +1 + 4 5 93 +24 + 3 4 214 %15 | 282 298
East North Centralececveccorasrerone | =12 + 7 +15 4 478 +12 +10 4 583 122 26} 119
South AtlantiCessessassesoronsnssses | =30 =Rl -3 5 283 [ 4 ¢ [ ] ] c

Peervessenssvcossenasssenivonsacscnscnsen +11 -1 +11 41 2,317 -2 + 3 29 556 30 36 29
Middle Atlanticsssss I =8 + 9 10 572 Bt S T I7 85 20
Wost, North Central. +44 « 6 47 8 866 ] c [ e [ e [
South Atlantic.... +13 -6 +14 4 289 c [ e ] 1 c e
PacifiCsesesvscacnscscrnnss -14 -8 +13 5 27 ] ] .3 ¢ [ ] [

Chemicala, industrial.eccsse veeaerasasas ~10 7 + 6 11 878 15} + 5 7 1,002 1791 132{ 150

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes).| -g5 -25 -2 22 536 -9 -18 -1z 513 le2| 139]| 163
Middle Atlenticescossoscarcecnoseaca i =L7 ~19 + 3 7 235 c c c ] c c )

. B4 -27 -19 5 1n1s c ¢ [ [ e ¢ e
South AtlantiCssceessescrescsrossses | =86 ~_7 -6 4 84 ] ] c c c cyd ¢

COalacsosascrrsensnnsansectsssasaennssnes -5 + 8 +24 9 8,856 +58 «15 4 7,451 285 | 122| 306

Confectioneryevseceseasssrccessssse -2 + 1 + 4 51 2,582 -1 -l 26 1,400 74 751 76
Hiddle Atlanbic seesconsasse 0 + 4 +5 8 581 c c [ e [ c c
Fast North Centraleccescsncons ses| =8 + 3 + 6 7 350 L1 [ c [ ] c ]
South AtlantiCeseesecsscveee -3 -7 -1 12 264 c c [ c c Y] c
East South Qentx'al..-............... -3 +1 +8 8 348 ¢ 3 1 [ [ c c

Dairy and pouliry productBeseessesseeess| =1 | +5 +10 28 3,676 -2 | +5 18 1,012 35 41| s34

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded).... o] -7 + 5 1684 38,118 + 7 ~ & 59 20,742 195 | 1ez] 1se
New Englandessscesesssscossvsceasass| + 2 | =3 + 6 1z 2,089 d d a d d )
Middle Atlanticeesses ves| =4 | -8 +3 19 6,276 d d d d d d d
East North Centralescess «3 -8 + 7 25 7,054 . d d d d d d d
Hest North Centralessees + 2 -9 + 7 ki 4,657 d d d d a d d
South Atlantiteeecscass o| -8 + 8 25 4,358 d d d d -d d d
East South Centralssssesss -2 -8 + 4 16 2,820 d d d d d g g
West South Central.. + 6 «10 + 9 18 3,622 d d d d a
MOUNtainesessssesssss +5 ] -18 £12 1 1,699 d d d d d d d
PacifiCesenercoscrsassersossrasssane| =4 | =8 + 1 19 5,565 d d d d d d d

DEY 00dSescarsssssoncassnccsasarsvesscs]| =22 | «30 +3 159 31,744 #11] -2 e 73,529 27L] 189} 151

7S ; DO w3 e -2 ] 448 P € =7 T TEe] e

eae| =17 -14 + 6 441 5,896 +15 -4 26 6,590 1781 16| 158
East North Centralesscsses 19 -34 ] 13 1,468 +5 -7 13 5,578 230| 176 l84
West North Central. -36 ~35 -4 1z 4,255 -1 -8 10 11,615 . 277 177] 184
South AtlantiCessssss «-23 «33 + 1 pas 1,668 «7 =11 15 3,639 R47] 178] 183
Gast South Centraleseses -17 | ~38 -3 17 1,317 +8] -8 1 2,270 2561 196 162
West South Centralesssscscessssssces{ =30 -36 -8 10 917 -8 + 1 8 2,088 286! 211 175
Mountainescsssesssssecracoosscesnoeel =13 ~45 +3 7 545 +21 -17 5 8354 181 137] 128
PacifiCessssesscosecosscossassesscoa| =~ & -33 +12 17 5,299 42 + 4 10 7,106 859 | 231} 257

Farm supplieseessceseosevecsssercnnsecss | = 2 + 8 0 14 2,430 +31 V] 8 770 130] 102{ 118

¥Frosh frults and vegetablesesceresesoeas| - 8 + 9 -2 7L 5,690 0 -14 41 718 2] 2 8
Hew Englandesovesscosscccesscssneans [ -4 -8 1 497 c < ¢ [ [ e ¢
Middle Atlantic.... erveravee -12 -2 -3 16 ] 1,319 c e e e ¢ c [}
Fast North Central. srvecso + 1 +13 +1 18 1,473 ) ¢ [ c c ¢ -3
West North Central. -7 + 2 + 1 4 388 ] c ] c ] L3 e
South Atlantice.s.. ~ 4 +24 0 10 soL [} [ [ c [ e [
PACLLICcerrcnerosasasmresovescsanavesr -9 412 -4 8 8935 [ [ e c .} c c

(Continued on next page)
sty




P ‘4 :
e WHOIESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY JINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEDGRAPHIC DIVISION
:  DECEMEER 1948 :

{DATA ARE SHOW Bf GEQGRAPHIC BIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISOLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

' Sales. Inventory, end-ofemonth (at cost) Stock-salesd
Kind of business . " .Parosnt change "Decetber 1942 sauple | Percent change | Deceuber 1943 sample mtlo
and \ .
‘Dee, | Dec, 112 mos. | No. of | Reported -Dec, |.Dac, No. of |Reported
geographic division 196 | 298 | 1918 | eirms | doller | 19 |19 | “rima | eobiee | peo. | pec. |yor
from | f£yom |- from roport- | sales from | from reporte | values .19’.3 .1%:, ,191’5,
Dac, | Nove |12 mog, ing {(add 000) | Dec, | Nov, " ing (add 000) !
1947 | 1908 | 29470 1947 {1948 :
Grooories, totalssesssssesrsscosnnsedios, | +2| =51 +3 . hag 477,469 -7 =7 300 §65,439° 1 138} 18} 1
Homeeffiliated full-line wholesalers®, | +5]| ~31 +3 278 37,71872 ~-5] -6 169 36,071 sl ko) ug
- How Englandeeeees esocscossarpocs -2 -5 ~b < ] (] ) 8- € €
JA0d10 ALLADEAG. eessnsecasnenasennne | # 6| 410 | +7 21 3,92 | - | -0 7 2,535 1 90 we| n7
East NHorth Centralesssecsecarcessace + 6 -2 ] 32 5,116 . =8 -h 25 'y 1781 198} 180
West Horth Centrolasesccssccsecececs | + 71 =61 +6 39 4,113 -6 ~8 28 55265 1701 19| 177
South AtlantiCaeesscesnsseoosssscrse +2 -7 +1 53 52346 -3 -8 26 3,458 151 1}
East South Centralessecscossssossses 0l +11 =4 3 3,069 -81 -7 v 2,174 1351wl
Weat South Centralssesssscscesscosse +8 -3 +5 11,049 (-] ~13 55 1 10,23 1251 1351 e
,lknmﬁain......uun.u........-..-. +10 ~13 -1 1,171 ~13 1] [ 1,406 1621 202] uy
| Prolfi0easecessrrseracaovonascnneess | + 4| <131 4+ 4 8 2,515 ] [ [ ° ¢ c o
Volunbary~group wholesslerBecsssssases | =3 ] « 4] +1 107 21,241 A2 b =7 ke 16,683 01 157] 143
Now Englaidesssesasocosorsasecncesos | F 0 ] =371 +H K 1,28 © € 3 ) [ [ ()
‘Middle AtlantiCeeesscncassocesasense | +2 | ~ 4| +1 30 8,036 -8 -8 k7N 2,887 1301 ux} 139
East, North Gmtml.n..nuuu,-u. -5 -1 ] 25 I&,927 ~13 ~3 17 31623 1511 1531 145
West North Centralecsessecosssscesae | =13 =20} -2 2 2,519 =20 | 18 19 3,344 3] 184) 150
South AtlanbiCecaesssnosscsssenvsscs | =1 | =~5] +4 7 1,074 =94 <11 5 ki 123] 133 131
PacifiCossesooevvcovanrsnssasocsnsan | ~7] +8] +2 b 1,849 ~T1 -4 & 2,447 132 132§ U9
Retail perative warehou teacco +12 -9 1 +13 17 8,085 + 7 -k 10 5,858 1591 143 ] 145
® .
Spacialty lines wholesalerBevecosseees | »3 | ~61 +2 87 11,041 =13 | -10 b 6,827 1021 116) 106
Hew Englandcessssosssoe 420 +6 +15 +b [ 164 ¢ [ [3 e i ¢ ]
con -6 -9 +1 18 3,127 =10 -4 8 2,022 1301 122
ee | +7) 2| ~2 12 650 «16 | -8 L U7 691 96} 45
avs -8 «10 + 5 20 1,286 + 8 +5 9 1,165 123} 101§ 101
eoe | =31 =7] +5 5 439 | e ‘e ¢ e e [ [
PP -8 -10 -5 5 n7 ] c ¢ [ (] ] [
PacifiCeecssscosscraionssne saoss -2 -5 + 2 1% b TA7 ~25 -2% 12 2,811 a7 107
Leather and shoe FAndingeecssssseeccasae | <10 | 201 27 30 412 ~4) +3 BTN 1,019 | k83l 420] 372
Middle AtlantiCeeseessosns osa | =71 =9 =7 8 51 3 ¢ ) F ) ] [
East North Contral.osees. ~21 -21 - [ 85 [ 3 [ ] c c (]
PacifiCeassnnscrcansesoonsronescasns | ~T) 16| =8 6 190 s ¢ e ¢ [ [ ©
Meats and wsAt produdtSsscecesccoessecss | =11 | +2]| +9 49 38,491 -25 [ 34 _ 8,348 21 62] 18
Paper and 415 ProductBeesrescssecscescss =8 ~5] =1 57 7,408 42 | =3 27 4,793 1291 021 143
Mlddle AtlentiCeessosoesssarasscssan | =& | =61 =& by} L8L2 [ c e [ T S S
East Horth Centralesseses avoconn “h| -9] -3 17 3s4bds ° e ] ] ] (] ]
Sguth AlantiCeencessssseasocosesces | ~13 | -8 0 7 55% < c [ ¢ c ] °
POLTOLSUD, baesnssssyroasareasesnssanesss o] +61 2 5 39 o e e e o]l o] o
Shoes-and other £00LWeaTeessraceraoasses | =39 | ~3 0 25 19,733 +47 | +35 146 12,500 | 205] 99 327
Tobacgo producta.;............_........v.. 4] 413 +1° 227 32,927 -6 ] =17 ‘110 9,877 8 0
Now Englandesesncass tecosssacace + 6 +12 + b 1,535 +8 +7 7 210
Middle AtlantiCecosevsssscssncocesca | + & | +13 0 & 14,898 -9 1 <20 38 6,391 S6f 64t 719
East North Centralessessessessccorca + 8 +1 + b 43 45959 b - 4 472 1% 46 52
Weat North Centralesessssssececssess | =1 ] + 5| +2 29 »256 -4 -1 13 876 Wl 4] 58
South AtlontiCesscaesescessocsacesee o +7] +2 b 1,801 ¢ e e e ] ] [
East South Central,ceseececcsecorecs | +4 ] #11] -2 [ 6715 e ° o ¢ ¢ P a
Wont Soubth Centralssescorscccsnssase [ +hi =3 24 1,659 ~17 =17 11 299 &1 61 59
Hountaifesanrsessce seseeancecn | 14| 0] +2 12 20Lls e I3 K ) e ° e
Pui!.s.c..............--..........‘... ~2) +6) +2. 2 3,201 -h ] -0 7 413 30 wl a9
M:Lucellumm.........'.................. Ter] a2] 42 L1 2,828 2y | +2 6 2,079 | 25| 94| 2

Stock-gales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment
business) for an identical group of firma. . : )
Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends, -
Insufficient data to show ssparately, g
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Not' affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups,

one o . B

States comprising geographio divisions:

Hew tngland - (Conn,, Maine, Masas; N,H., R.I., Vt,) South Atlantic - (Del,, D.C., Fla., Ga., Md,, N.C.; $,0,, Va., W.Va.)
Middle Atlantic ~ (N.J., N,Y., Pa.s East South Central - (Ala,, Xy,, Miss,, Tenn,
Zast, North Central - (Il1,, Ind., Mich,, Ohio, Wis,) . Weat South Central - (Ark., La., Okls,, Texas
West North Central - (Yowa, Kans., Minp., Mo., Nebr,, Mountain - (Aris,, Colo., Idaho, Mont,, Nev,, N.Mex,, Utah, Wyo,)
N, Dak., 3. Dak.) Pacific - (Calif,, Oreg., Wash,)
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