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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports sub-
mitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,727 wholesale houses in various
lines of trade.

SALES
January 1950 sales of wholesalers followed their usual seasonal trend with a decline of 14 percent
from the previous month, Compared with a year ago, Jaruary sales were off only 3 percent.

Regionally, all geographic divisions experienced declines from December 1949, ranging from 10
percent in the West North Central division to 25 percent in New England. While the Mountain division
registered a gain of 3 percent over January 1949, all other regions reported decreases of 2 to 9 percent,

While wholesale trade is down somewhat compared with January 1949, 13 of the trades covered in
this report indicated sales increases over the corresponding period a year ago, ranging from 1 percent
in dry goods to 42 percent in surgical and medical equipment and supplies. Individually by trades, a
comparison with the previous month (December 1949) indicates wide variation in seasonal sales patterns,
ranging from a drop of 65 percent in jewelry to an increase of 55 percentin farm supplies.

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers' inventories {valued at cost) at the end of January rose 2 percent over December 1949
but were considerably below (11 percent) the stock level established a year ago. According to the re-
ports of 2,750 establishments reporting inventories in conjunction with sales, the January stock-sales
ratio of 167 was 27 points above December but 13 points below a year ago.

While inventory levels for wholesale trade in general are down substantially below the dollar value
of stocks on hand a year ago, wide variations in inventory trends by individual trades are noted, ranging
from a decrease of 58 percent in coal to an‘increase of 19 percent in clothing and furnishings.

RETAIL TRADE

January sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Re-
port, were 35 percent below the previous month but recorded a gain of 3 percent over January 1949 sales,
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
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(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL QPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Percent change January 1950 panel [Percent change | January 1950 panel ratios
Kind of busiriess Jan Jan No. of Jan Jan. No. of
and N " : Reported . . : Reported
geographic division 1950 1950 estab- | O [ 2950 | 1950 | estan. | RO} o | b
rom from 1 ishments values from from fishmenis values 1950 | 1949 1949
Jan. Dec. report- (add 000) Jan. Dec. | report- (add 000)
1949 1949 ing 1949 1949 ing

United States $0tal..eeesoeson... ee -3 =141 . 3,727 | $598,787 -11 +21 2,750 | §790,764] 167! 180 140
New England....s.c.... teesrenanas eravare . -2 =25 233 24,764 =11 +5 174 30,426 158 179 118
Middle Atlantiec..... e -2 -24 692 114,208 ~9 +2 462 108,027 139 149 108
East North Central,. . -3 =16 730 102,928 -13 +2 556 125,056 147 166 121
West North Central.. ~2 ~10 45 |7 73,003 -11 +4 323 108,101 182 202 156
South Atlantic......... ~5 ~11 474 61,483 ~10 +2 357 77,612 153 162 130
East South Central..... .o -9 -11 201 23,610 -5 +6 146 31,534 177 169 147
West South Central... . -5 ~11 330 52,356 -7 +4 253 76,418 178 181 150
Mountain.,...... PSP e . +3 ~13 174 18,560 -6 +5 140 26,388 172 188 142
28T 1 T PR -4 ~-15 413 76,770 -8 0 279 109,497 195 204 160
Automotive supplieS....... -2 -12 242 12,458 -8 4] 143 14,540 282 287 227
New England...... ~26 ~26 8 260 -7 +6 4 410 390 237 253
Middle Atlantie.... . ~13 +1 37 77 -8 e 34 1,870 263 248 281
East North Central.... crreea -3 -28 53 2,518 -9 +3 40 4,142 238 257 144
West North Central... e -3 -21 39 2,17 4 =1 15 1,927 328 344 299
South Atlantice.sevsedinreeenrnnannns +5 +13 17 1,763 -5 -2 9 827 314 260 312
South Central... . +7 +6 13 1,716 -23 +6 8 992 221 291 197
Mountain. . . +9 -3 16 805 +33 +7 .8 1,094 |. 315 271 257
Pacific... ~9 -9 59 1,902 =16 -5 25 3,278 | 343 354 347
Electrical group, t0bal..i.ese.rsonesonns -2 -25 616 96,495 -3 0 553 126,822 | 142 =202 108
Full-line wholesalerg....... . . -6 =23 406 75,208 ~33 Q| 400 108,199 145 205 111
New Englende......... . T2 25 32 2,679 Iy B B 7] 6,450 | 138 | 237 101
Middle Atlantic..... PN . +1 -25 48 11,697 ~35 -2 47 14,229 123 192 94
East North Central.......ovvneenncaa, -6 -25 78 18,385 ~31 ) 7 25,148 138 188 97
West North Central........ cerene -18 23 40 7,159 34 +2 40 10,987 153 192 116
South Atlentic...... oo R ~6 -22 59 9,358 ~31 +3 57 13,718 1521 208 116
East Sputh Central... NN -6 -20 25 3,242 25 +3 24 4,829 152 193 119
West South Central. v -13 =12 45 7,054 ~32 =7 45 11,428 162, 207 153
Mountain. ‘ee ces 0 -28 29 2,691 =25 +2 29 4,252 158 212 1iz
Pacific,eivienieanadianenns tereas . -2 -24 50 10,943 -~36 ~6 49 17,158 158 241 127

Wiring supplies, construction materials
distributors...eoveecan. beeseven cenien ~12 -~19 114 5,410 ~17 -1 79 6,017 148 156 122
New England. HP =22 ~13 13 423 -1 +4 4 194 226 177 197
Middle Atlantic... e -23 23 34 953 -2 0 21 1,384 200 165 152
East North Central... . -2 =21 25 1,618 -24 -1 20 1,952 146 183 114
West North Central... -6 =31 6 . 529 =11 +12 4 389 154 158 100
South Atlantiec....... ~25 ~10 14 1,070 =30 ~8 12 933 96 100 94
West South Central... . . +8 -18 8 322 -6 0 6 473 190 201 175
Pacific....... P NN . +7 ~12 9 269 -14 0 8 458 175 218 154

Appliances and specialties

WholeSalers. v iivireservonerasrensnnns +24 =33 96 15,877 =26 16 74 12,606 118 203 84
New :England... . +71 & 10 975 -9 +4 10 9 93 175 86
Middle Atlantie.... . +20 -45 20 6,289 =48 +3 9 1,431 72 185 46
Fast North Central......covvvvaesenes +50 ~23 13 1,941 ~33 +4 7 850 58 144 42
West North Central... cerrarene +10 =14 16 1,801 ~27 +5 14 3,124 17 266 145
South Atlantic... . +15 -9 16 1,823 ~22 +16 15 2,413 157 222 116
South Central..... -18 -13 8 922 -17 +13 7 1,499 164 162 129
| Mountain...u,. e . +49 -28 5 510 -8 +21 5 965 183 307 113
j PACITEC. vt eunnrrncarnnarrrnasennrenen +52 ~42 8 1,616 -17 -12 7 1,415 931 178 60
Furniture and house furnishingsS.......... +15 -8 55 10,852 -12 +11 34 15,954 187 252 153
Middle Atlantic.s.cveans. .. +2 o 14 2,140 -2 +26 4 1,213 139 150 112
West North Central........ . +9 =14 5 2,767 -24 +1 5 5,397 195 282 166
South Atlantic.. - -13 -29 5 463 b b b b b b b
22 T & i Y +19 +7 11 2,431 -8 +17 9 3,993 173 227 |+ 159
Harduware. soreaeescsantatranevesonenssanese =7 -9 134 38,524 ~11 +10 102 80,415 276 294 229
Middle Atlantie...... . =1 =16 26 5,431 -5 +10 19 9,435 209 228 162
Eagt North Central. . -4 ~21 17 6,661 -18 +5 15 11,513 244 291 166
West North Central. . ~9 ~11 17 7,652 -9 +14 16 20,007 309 306 250
South Atlantie....... . 4 +15 24 4,695 -7 +6 20 10,485 254 268 275
East South Central... . =14 +3 12 3,120 +4 +8 | 6 3,794 263 222 246
+5 +10 15 4,365 ~12 +11 9 6,493 233 289 243
-18 -33 7 966 -6 +12 4 1,142 342 347 314
-15 =7 13 5,345 14 +12 10 16,348 365 370 300
Industrial supplies........ arteremennsees =17 -8 65 8,069 =12 +2 4“6 16,700 272 267 244
New England..... Cerereen. % 28 g €10 -2 ] 8 1,994 354 | 340 252
Middle Atlantic.. en e 44 ~10 14 782 ~26 -1 7 845 170 153 168
East North Cenfral...covveeeiineraasae -11 +5 9 774 ~11 +3 6 506 225 234 228
West North Central...oevivnieiinaeass -19 ~25. 8 493 -6 +5 6 1,129 314 256 246
: South Atlantie... . -20 +12 [ 339 -2 +11 5 923 281 226 279
; South Central. .o =12 -6 9 3,504 -7 +6 7 7,453 268 268 235
Pactfic. . ivveeiriiiiiinensiaseaean . -13 ~5 10 1,567 ~23 ~4 7 3,850 280 A2 276
i JEWEITY e e ieernorioonensnasns .. PN =17 65 141 3,258 ~10 +5 81 10,604 451, 408 149
! New England . =21 <66 7 221 b b b b b b b
! Middle Atlantic...... . ~14 ~54 40 818 ~10 +9 17 2,032 484 439 181
. East North Central... . =19 -65 40 850 =15 +10 23 2,638 386 364 135
i West North Cemtral... -10 ~64 12 469 0 +12 10 1,895 | 461 | 38 157
South Atlantie... -22 -65 5 122 b b b b b b b
{ South Central. . -22 -73 6 160 -17 -8 5 697 447 422 129
1 Pacific..... wedtaeaaes ererairaane v -20 -72 28 608 ~11 ~1 19 2,936 523 468 145

; ! {Continued on next page)
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Sales Inventory, enfi—oﬁmonth {at cost) Stock-sales®
Percent change January 1950 panel | Percent change] January 1950 panel ratios
Kind of business
and Jan. Jan. No. of Reported Jan. Jan. No. of Reported
geographic division 1950 1950 estab- dollar | 1970 | 1950 | estab- dollar | Jan.| Jan. | Dec
from {from lishmentis from from- [lishments ; . :
Jan Pee report. values Jan Dec eDOT - values 1950 | 1949 | 1949
. : 4 (add 000) ; O (add 000)
1949 1949 ing 1949 1949 ing
Lumber and building materials. +8 -10 60 $8,950 -2 +7 37 $9,239 141 157 120
Middle Atlantic.......... <7 -16 14 1,783 0 -5 5 989 82 72 71
East North Central.. +1 -6 11 842 ~15 +8 8 1,009 165 228 148
West North Central.. +16 -19 7 1,777 -9 +14 5 2,946 184 236 137
South Atlantic.... 0 +6 7 853 4 +12 5 237 73 79 70
East South Central . . +3 -9 4 574 b b b b b b b
PacifiC, . i vneniiiiii i it e +13 -5 i1 1,893 +15 -1 9 2,105 122 124 125
Machinery equipment, suppliés
(except electrical).i.veesonenenseere.es +3 +8 48 6,417 +8 +2 33 11,483 204 200 223
New England...... +1 -9 4 315 b b b b B b b
Middle Atlantiec... =27 -1 7 715 b b ] b b b b
East North Central...........aun. -3 +8 10 729 -6 0 8 1,019 144 150 i61
South Atlantic......cecivinninnananns =24 +28 8 816 -1 + 5 1,470 254 in 329
Pacific. ciiiiiiietiiiiriiii i, ~7 -11 8 331 +1 ¢} 6 1,443 532 521 545
Metals...ooervniiininnnnenaens Seraserinons -9 0 26 6,668 -8 Q 16 8,904 185 181 178
Optical gOOdS..viintineininrsnieeenannnnas +4% +13 9 233 -23 -3 4 136 131 201 161
Paints and varnishes........c.cocevevuiiaan -21 +19 54 3,824 =9 + 47 13,644 367 319 422
Plumzing and hzating supplies........ e -18 -21 82 7,077 ~-19 +8 59 11,875 206 211 146
ew England.....:.co0inen -8 +9 6 266 b b b b b b b
Middle Atlantic... 4 -1 17 594 .-16 -3 9 752 246 269 230
East North Central............v.uun.. =17 -25 12 761 +3 +6 10 1,833 283 227 195
;{esf.fl;lorth Central.. jg -18 11 786 -11 +10 9 1,549 218 19¢ 159
acifie. . i e e, -5 5 578 b b b b b b b
Refrigeration equipment, parts
(COMMETCIALY 4 e vevenranenennrenneonns +1 -3 30 826 -4 [¢] 20 1,973 326 384 319
Middle Atlantic.. +37 +6 6 244 b b b b b b b
So‘ll'f’.h.Atlantic caeeee +7 +5 [ 188 +5 +1 6 590 314 320 326
Pacific.....covuunen e =23 -34 9 121 -29 +27 4 228 321 326 151
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies... +42 +30 33 4,727 +7 -1 28 4,198 26 133 13
DO 1 et ta e nn e enen et e e 4 20 4 1,999 -9 0 35 ez a5l Lo 28
Middle Atlantic........ +6 ~28{ 9 262 +11 +11 & T 29 8 i)
East North Central -1 -22 12 401 -11 -2 11 173 45 50 36
Sou'?h‘Atla.ntie ...... . ae -6 ~9 6 i 299 -5 +5 5 A [Eg 64 54
Pacific..vviviieinaniiniian.s . +9 =26 5 176 +8 -7 4 Lo 7 78 60
Chemicals, irdustrial...........cveeeus.. +10 +11 i5 1,832 ~-10 ~3 1l 1,291 85 103 96
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes).. -5 +14 25 2,079 +19 +16 15 2,437 205 195 184
L -17 -3 9 5,593 ~58 -32 4 87 206 127
Confectionery......ooveiniiniiiinnnnnns, -6 -26 46 1,330 -10 -8 28 9 100 106 81
Middle Atlantic..... -2 =27 8 327 -8 + . 5 G et 1 59
East North Central. . ~20 ~15 4 72 b b b o | b b I
South Atlantie.... +3 -2 13 253 -7 -2 7 198 1ii 130 114
gas*{.ﬁouth Central -14 -34 8 153 -33 -18 4 31 72 110 79
ACific. it i i e -15 -43 4 229 b b b b b b b
Dairy and poultry produets.........oe.uss -3 -18 26 5,591 ~5 -6 17 1,766 38 40 35
Drug; ang ;\;:igies (liquor excluded)..... 3 +11 184 50,863 +3 +2 140 61,388 163 167 178
ev Enj SRR LR R P RE PP . +2 11 2,199 +2 +1 9 2,842 Y72 178 178
Middle Alantic. ... . +7 +9 27 9,842 0 +2 20 9152 149] 155 | 158
w::t ggrtg genzr:i. . +4 +8 26 8,193 0. +2 20 9,246 146 153 156
u T entr . +10 +11 20 5,606 +3 +4 17 7,559 157 168 17
Eg::,h Sj:ztlalng:;tral +1£ +lg 28 5,624 +3 +4 21 7,172 172 174 180
+: + 16 3,199 +1 ¢} 12 4,453 172 174 184
West South Central. +6 +13 27 6,826 +5 +2 22 10,538 186 188 207
l;zg?;i;n ............... +li +28 10 2,097 +8 +5 6 2,701 163 170 196
L + +19 19 7,277 +8 -2 1 7,725 165 158 196
Dry gzzdxs:ngland .......................... 4% -‘1—5(5j 15‘; 34,4;9 -10 +6 124 67,334 235 262 271
ev B e - - 589 +6 +26 8 1,078 183 166 131
g:::l; Aziagtli. . -2 +14 38 5,887 +6 414 23 7,926 240 198 222
rast North Centr:i. +9 +5 13 1,837 +11 +14 13 4,326 235 231 217
lest Nor entral. +14 +28 10 5,107 +3 +5 8 11,479 228 254 280
South Atlantic........ccuv.... -3 -10 21 2,039 +3 +18 15 4,524 265 251 201
5&51‘, South Central.. -1 +27 17 1,629 +18 +28 12 3,090 246 213- 260
est Sguth Central ~-16 +?’7 12 1,387 +3 +18 12 3,390 2k 200 264
gz:x;;;zn ........... g +2'37 g 280 +28 +9 4 737 307 231 365
.............................. + + 2 4,481 -3 -2 17 6,939 340 383 377
Farm supplies...cocieieiineenianasas [P -5 +55 20 3,811 ~4 -10 8 826 81 88 104
Fres;\eﬁr;i;ianagd vegetables....cuuiiunn., ig —1; 63 4,710 +5 +11 41 969 32 27 24
Middle Atlantic..... -8 :9 17 1 igg +;g :gg lg 232 ;g ég ;?
East North Central. +6 -17 15 1,234 2 7 9 400 47
South Atlantic...... .. +3 =22 9 ’36’7 8 +12 6 H67 26 ;g Ing
gas"cﬁouth Central......... . -15 +13 5 284 b b b b b b b
aCific. i e, -1 +2 [ 978 b b b b b b b

(Continued on next page)
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(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales Stock sales®
Percent change January 1950 penel | Percent change | January 1950 panel ratios
Kind °§n g“smess Jan. Jen. No.of | po tea| Jam. |Jan. | Fo.of oo ioq
geographic division %950 1950 estab-. dollar 1950 1950 estab- dollar Jan. | Jan. Dec.
Tom from 1lishments from from' | lishments
Jan. Dec. report- values Jan. Dec. report- values 1950 | 1949 1949
(add 000) (add 000)
1949 1949 ing 1949 1949 ing
Groceries, total...c.vuene. sasaeabocanna -3 +1 695 | $106,475 -2 +1 515 | $119,030 150 149 147
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers® -1 +1 447 51,328 -3 +2 335 59,560 145 149 142
New England.c.ceesescnes feresearias -4 +8 ] 1,221 -5 +6 4 2,015 182 185 192
Migdle Atlantic...... .. -4 -22 24 3,389 -11 -6 14 3,463 132 143 105
East North Central... +5 +5 134 11,404 +5 -1 107 14,930 156 161 165
West North Central... . +7 [ 7L 8,367 -2 0 62 9,874 132 145 130
South Atlantic./...... -6 +3 60 5,720 +1 0 34 4,905 131 127 135
East South Central.. . -9 -1 35 3,302 ~13 +2 26 3,561 141 147 138
West South Central. .. -3 +1 89 11,835 -6 +11 66 13,488 149 149 132
Mountain. .o.eeres cesensansea ~13 +11 19 1,725 -10 +7 17 2,318 142 136 149
Pacific..... . . . =2 +15 9 4,365 ~7 Q 5 5,006 146 151 168
voluntary-group wholesalers.. . -4 -3 132 32,754 =5 +2 105 37,008 154 155 146
New England....ocoevvennsancenes . -6 ~21 10 2,447 -11 +4 7 1,534 136 144 128
Middle Atlantie.... . . -1 +4 42 10,303 -1 +3 28 7,809 156 159 152
East North Central.. aes -4 +5 30 6,255 -9 4 26 7,422 130 140 143
West North Central.. -11 24 23 4,552 +2 +9 23 9,618 211 184 148
South Atlantic...... ae +7 0 10 1,440 ~13 +15 5 833 141 154 127
Mountain......» » -1 +7 9 1,611 -15 ~14 9 3,523 219 253 274
Pacific.veceerraons caemenes . -5 +5 5 5,634 -10 +6 4 5,704 115 116 109
Retailer-cooperative warehouses....... 0 +14 23 9,742 -6 =5 16 6,591 127 134 153
Specialty lines wholesalers......... . -8 +3 93 12,651 +12 =2 59 15,781 175 142 173
New England..ececvcnrcecens . +4 +4 4 75 b b b b b b b
Middle Atlantic.. . +5 +12 22 3,818 4 +2 12 3,085 107 118 116
East North Central . +1 +6 12 750 +6 +3 .7 247 73 69 72
South Atlantic.... . -2 +3 24 1,652 -2 -15 16 1,763 133 132 159
Edst South Central . +26 -5 5 260 b b b b b b b
West South Central.. . -32 4] 5 281 1 b b b b b 1]
Pacific..... chesnviane ’ -17 -2 15 5,466 +23 =1 11 10,114 262 166 226
Leather and shoe £indings....seese-nsase -10 +4 31 352 -8 +4 14 943 481 472 534
Middle Atlantic....ceve... mevenenmns ~9 +4 8 50 b b b b b b b
East North Central.. -14 -12 6 49 b b b b b b b
West North Central.. .. +16 -2 5 29 b b b b b b b
Pacific..veareaanes . =15 +13 6 162 b b v b b b i}
Meats and meat products...... . -9 Q 50 32,589 -19 +11 44 19,921 69 77 62
Middle Atlantic..... cevaesenes -12 -2 11 3,452 -5 +13 11 1,567 45 b4 40
East North Central -7 0 13 7,274 ~15 +6 12 4,108 60 66 57
PRCIfiC.sciassnssrscnscsssonnencases -8 +4 5 3,192 +8 +22 4 611 33 29 32
Paper and its products......ovcavieacon- +2 0 60 7,975 -8 +2 34 5,940 128 145 123
New England....... .. eee -11 -18 5 219 -1 +1 4 343 258 243 223
Middle Atlantic... . -1 +13 16 1,905 -8 +9 10 1,007 95 106 86
East North Central.. +5 +5 19 3,985 -9 +5 12 2,694 108 124 106
West North Central.. +7 +21 4 273 b b b )] b b b
South Atlantic...... -2 +6 7 542 b ] b . b b b b
PacifiCiscierressonanss -2 -36 5 672 b b b b b b b
Petroleum..... aeseiesrrens ~11 ~4 25 2,460 +16 -5 24 2,957 121 92 122
Shoes and other footwear.......eleiesees -1 +29 29 23,009 -6 0 22 55,122 244 257 315
Tobaceo products..acesveras [P S ~5 -22 277 33,864 -5 +10 169 15,330 67 65 49
Nevw England..... . . -3 29 23 2,320 -5 -13 11 325 51 50 [ZA
Middle Atlantic.... . -5 -29 61 10,871 -10 -15 &l 6,642 75 80 49
East North Central.....vevvevss . -13 =21 56 6,625 -3 +1 29 2,448 63 52 49
West North Centrel.. .. +1 ©-19 35 3,764 -2 +11 20 1,804 69 73] 5L
South Atlantic...... . . -6 -7 22 3,953 +1 +7 19 2,014 s 51 48
East South Central....cceevvvenrnnnss =12 ~11 13 1,216 +15 +21 10 667 63 48 47
West South Central..... eremens +4 =11 30 2,145 -10 +2 14 695 61 65 53
+10 -23 18 901 +2 +2 13 298 72 78 58
~4 -26 19 2,069 +6 +3 9 437 60 60 50
Wines and spiritsd. Cessaesesesosacarenas -10 49 314 61,107 +12 0 256 86,962 186 142 9%
New England..... =2 ~53 26 2,809 +23 +16 20 4,491 205 171 89
Middle Atlantic.... ~8 -60 4 14,591 +4 -2 38 20,069 212 192 80
East North Central... -4 44 55 10,103 +3 -3 43 13,281 173 162 101
West North Central... ~7 -38 33 5,492 +14 +1 ], 26 6,248 168 142 102
South Atlantic..... ~10 41 44 ‘8,828 16 -2 41 12,367 147 124 90
East South Central. -19 45 16 2,537 43 -5 13 3,524 170 131 99
West South Central. -26 ~49 37 5,855 +10 ~1 30 11,203 213 141 108
Mountain..... P . 16 -33 19 2,048 +5 +14 17 2,835 146 146 86
Pacific... ... . esens ~-11 -48 40 8,844 +55 Q 28 12,944 219 120 106
Mi8CelloneousS. covsernerssiaaasanosnsnsns +8 -2 12 2,878 -19 +1 (-] 1,885 282 263 236

a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment busi-
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

Insuffieient data to show separately.

Not affiliated with voluntery or cooperative groups.

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called n1icense" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution
at the wholesalg level. )

0 v

States comprising geographic divisions:

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vi.) South Atlentic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 8.C., Va., W.Va.)
Middle Atlantie - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) . East South Central - gala., Xy., Miss., Tenn.)}
East North Central - (I1l.; Ind., Mich., Ohlo, Wis.) West South Central ~ {Ark., La., Okla., Texas)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Mion., Mo., Nebr., Mountain ~ (Aris., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
N. Dek., S. Dak.) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.5
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FEBRUARY 1950

Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted
to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,871 wholesale house_s in various lines of trade,

SALES

" Wholesale dollar sales in February registered a gain of 4 percent over the previous month but dropped
slightly (1%) below February sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first two months of 1950 were 2
percent lower than in the corresponding period in 1949,

Regionally, the Pacific area reported a decline of 3 percent from January 1950 sales, while all other
geographic divisions experienced gains, ranging from 1 percent in the New England and East North Central
divisions to 8 percent in the West North Central division. While the Mountain division indicated a gain of 4
percent over February 1949, all other regions ranged within the narrow limits of +2 and -2 percent, when
compared with sales a year ago,

Most trades followed their normal seasonal pattern. Clothing and furnishings (55%), electrical appli-
ances and specialties (45%), farm supplies (30%) and jewelry (26%) reported the most substantial seasonal
advances, while coal (32%), surgical and medical equipment and supplies (24%), drugs (12%) and fresh
fruits and vegetables (12%) experienced the heaviest declines. Although year-to-year sales trends ranged
from an increase of 33 percent in electrical appliances and specialties to a decrease of 43 percent in coal,
maost trades showed only small changes from their sales levels of last year,

INVENTORIES )
Wholesalers inventories at the end of February rose slightly (1%) over January 1950, but were 11
percent below the dollar value of stocks on hand last February, According to reports of 2,878 establish-
ments reporting inventories in conjunction with sales, the February stock-sales ratio of 164 was 4 points
below the previous month and 18 points lower than a year ago.
All geographic divisions indicated declines in inventories as compared with a year ago, but only the
Pacific region showed a decline, 4 percent, from the previous month, By trades, machinery equipment and
* supplies, surgical and medical equipment and supplies, clothing and furnishings, farm supplies, drugs,
grocery specialty lines and wines and spirits were above their inventory level of February 1949, while 31

other trades covered by this report showed reduced inventories, ranging from a decline of 2 percent for
tobacco to 69 percent for coal.,

RETAIL TRADE

According to the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, February sales of independent retail stores
dropped 4 percent below the previous month but were 4 percent higher than February 1949 sales. Cumula-
tive sales for the first two months of 1950 were 3 percent above the same period last year.

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES
(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES

FEBRUARY 1950
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GROGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

) Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock-sales®
Kind of business Percent change February 1950 panel | Percent chenge || February 1950 panel ratios
and S g
eographic di Feb. | Feb., | 2 mo. No. of Feb. Feb. No. of
geographic division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- | RPOTYed | 1950 | 1950 | estap- | ROPOrted
from | from | from |lishments (;l ar from | from [lLishment dollar | Feb. Feb. | Jan.
Feb. | Jan. | 2 mo b report- (ag a ggg) Feb. Jan. | report- values: 1950 1949 1 1950
1949 | 1950 | 1949 ing 1949 | 1950 ing | (add 000)
United States t0talivecirseenreanes -1 4 -2| -3enl gem,ru | -n «| 2,878| ge31,924'| 164 | 182| 168
ﬁ‘-’;’ﬁ"g}j’l‘d peenesass . +2 +1 0 245 25,883 -15 4 179 30,608 | 157 188 152
iddle antic..... -2 +2 -2 701| 119,135 -8 +1 475 117,099 140 147 140
East North Central..ceeseacesosnscsesoses o] +1 -1 724 102,940 -13 +2 553 125,789 145 171 148
West North Central....covesneanss . +1 +8 -1 422 80,664 <11 +4 337 116,504 178 201 183
South Atlantic..... Cessasrenaans -2 +6 -3 487 68,060 -10 0 367 84,680 150 163 159
East South Central 0 +5 -3 190 23,109 -7 +3 139 311 271 169 179 173
West South Central -1 +4 -2 328 53,098 -13 +1 252 76,557 173 197 179
Mou.n‘tt.iin. ...... cas +4 +4 +3 185 18,666 -7 +5 144 30,138 192 213 190
Pacific.... -1 ~3 -2 395 76,157 ~12 ~4 264 107,190 187 213 195
Autorggtigig igﬁglies . . ;i +$ 5% 232 12 ,ng =11 +1 136 14,845 303 302 286
ew var . - - -, c e c [ [] [ ¢
Middie Atlantic.... . ~14- ~10 =14 36 579 -8 +5 32 1,738 359 328 297
East North Central... . -1 +3 =3 53 2,625 -9 o 40 4,213 231 242 238
West North Central....... ves =1 +9 -5 39 2,966 ~4 +3 15 1,971 378 349 326
South Atlantic.ccsiirseeiennssnanrann +20 +8 +12 19 1,820 =5 G 12 1,216 318 305 292
South Central. e +6 -1 +7 13 866 ~20 +8 10 1,284 296 352 243
Mountain......... . -7 -5 0 18 795 4 -16 10 1,042 291 277 330
Paeific.cicerversaieranessan . +5 +7 -1 50 2,892 -18 +2 14 3,009 370 378 341
Electrical group, total.. . +4 +20 +1 625 116,431 =34 +3 555 132,143 124 192 143
Full-line wholesalers.. sensseevens 0 +17 =3 408 88,407 =36 +3 401 111,657 127 197 145
New England..cevesesen ‘ee +3 +4 +3 33 4,905 -43 4 33 6,732 137 247 137
P o2l oz oz Eml oz on w Emlw) B B
F R + -, 4 -. + 1023 119 5 13
West North Centraloscsessnercrenes .es -10 +21 -14 40 8:628 -38 42 40 11:,' 162 129 187 153
o B | B BB 1 4 AN AR
e P +; - - 4 29 179 152
West S(?uth Central....:. reves ~5 +24 ~3 45 8:7'77 =37 -2 45 11: 216 128 191 162
l;loun;:).n. tessesnenreises en +6 +16 +3 29 3,131 -23 +10 29 4,684 150 206 158
BCALEC vaneverererrronrnannineeraees +71 413 +2 49 12,276 -37 +1 48 17,308 | 142 241 159
Wiring supplies, construction materials
Aistributors..oveeciincricrinnerernars ~11 +2 -~13 119 6,214 -13 +1 79 6,643 144 145 150
New England.sacesenrovecsns -17 -4 -17 13 404 % -2 5 242 205 193 167
Middle Atlantic. .os 13 +3 =17 31 1,089 -6 +1 20 1,370 152 141 166
East North Central.. -10 -6 -5 24 1,438 -10 +3 17 1,651 170 170 155
West North Central.... -11 ~1 -2 8 696 +13 +5 6 765 192 141 170
South Atlantic...... -5 +20 ~15 18 1,486 -30 +1 12 1,005 77 108 96
South Central.... heaedeeen ~31 -4 ~25 9 409 -16 -2 7 684 207 152 202
Mountain.eeesssaevsansseessasnansnans 29| =22 -4 6 258 [ c [ e ¢ < c
Poacific.cissnnvaracncvisnnsnsncenanse +21 +17 +6 10 434 -20 ~3 -9 694 162 249 197
Appliances and speciaities wholesalers. +33 +45 +29 98 21,810 -26 +3 75 13,843 96 177 126
New England........s +78 +16 +68 13 1,758 -18 +10 11 1,283 80 179 85
Middle Atlantie.. +23 +58 +22 22 9,774 -39 +2 i1 2,290 64 133 85
East North Central. +55 +13 451 13 1,334 -29 +8 8 996 102 234 110
West North Central.. +19 +41 +15 14 2,145 -22 +10} 12 2,980 141 217 183
South Atlantic........ +26 +47 +22 17 3,021 =27 -3 16 2,749 107 174 161
South Central.. +42 +87 +6 6 1,071 -14 +12 5 1,179 111 185 187
Mountain.. +31 +50 +33 6 627 -17 -13 6 923 147 233 254
PaCifiCieseerrensravarsinacenons +82 +28 +62 7 2,080 -20 +5 (] 1,443 73 172 90
Furniture and house furnishings.......... +10 +10 +12 62 12,520 -5 +7 46 19,670 183 223 193
New England...cecesees +13 +34 +16 4 621 [ [} [ e c [ []
Middle Atlantic....... -10 ~4 -5 15 2,194 +20 +10 11 3,258 202 166 185
East North Central.... +5 +28 +6 4 889 [ c [ c c c c
VWest North Central.... +18 +16 +14 6 3,351 =19 |~ 414 6 6,276 187 275 192
South Atlantic........c. -13 +43 ~13 5 662 [ c c c [ [ c
South Central...,.. +33 +17 +37 10 1,491 -1 (o} 10 2,442 164 220 190
Mountain....evens +30 | ~12 +34 7 804 +13 4 5 1,481 273 kleg) 307
PacifiCiesrncesrsren +15 +4 +17 11 2,508 -8 -1 9 3,960 165 208 173
Hardware..ceoevsens sesaerarensraas [¢] +5 -3 132 40,876 -8 +6 105 95,613 278 305 276
Middle Atlantic....veessarrnnnns =7 +1 ~& 26 5,697 =5 +8 19 10,359 214 213 204
East North Central...ccoaveenn 49 +15 +3 17 8,090 ~11 +5 16 18,388 234 285 253
West North Central.. -5 +11 ~7 16 8,267 -8 +10 15 21,431 305 315 309
td £
Bast South Genbral ol S| | B B | @ %] Chow | s | | 2
ast South Central.. N +H ~ )
VWest South Central.... . +7 0 +6 15 4:351 -9 +5 9 6,787 246 301 233
Mountain...vieenaceenes . +1 +16 -2 6 1,360 c ] e c e e e
Pacific....canns teararerveseeensniaan -8 +3 -1 16 5,775 -13 +6 13 19,131 386 417 379
Industrial supplieS....cevescssossacssvoe ~-17 +3 -17. 65 |. 8,414 ~16 -3 50 17,228 261 256 269
New England.....seee . sene -4 =3 =3 7 51T ~2 +8 ] l,uﬁz 43; 422 igé
Middle Atlantic..sseveesionasosenacas =31 +3 =37 16 957 -22 0 9 1,25 1 1
Eagt North Central....... +4 0o -9 9 584 -8 +3 7 618 270 315 245
West North Central.. +2 +19 -8 7 530 -6 +5 6 1,189 281 298 314
South Atlantic.... -26 -16 =24 9 611 =7 -3 8 1,711 288 225 247
South Central -22 -1 -17 8 3,424 -7 -11 7 6,659 259 235 268
PACALIC. e Fevasitnsnenrrnrarasacans -9 +19 -11 9 1,797 24 +2 7 3,928 237 288 280
JeWelry.eeersronrsesarasanine -12 +26 =14 150 4,723 -9 +2 82 9,160 290 292 367
New England..ee. 4 +17 14 [ 216 c B [ T e e €
Middle Atlantic. -5 +17 -10 4d 1,331 -11 +4 19 2,497 268 307 318
East North Central....... -9 +41 -13 38 1,196 -11 0 20 2,002 222 234 313
West North Central... -12 +33 -11 14 633 +4 +3 i1 1,890 333 307 441
South Atlantic.... -9 432 -14 8 229 -15 +1 4 333 | 203 212 275
South Central.. e -16 +10 -19 71 206 =17 +6 6 848 428 433 436
PacifiCessaicreoresansronansesancssse -26 +21° ~23 30 886 -13 ~3] 18 -1,487 392 311 478
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
FEBRUARY 1950

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
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Sales . Iaventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Percent change February 1950 panel |Percent change| February 1950 panel ratios
Kind of business =
- end Feb. | Feb. | 2 mo. | No. of Feb. | Feb. | No. of
geographic division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- | REPOTPEd | 1955 | 1950 | cgtap. | REPOred
dollar dollar Feb. | Feb. Jan.
from | from | from |lishments from from |lishments
. values . values 1950 | 1949 | 1950
Feb, Jan. | 2 o, report- (add 00D) Feb. Jan. | -report- (add 000) 1
1949 | 1950 | 1949 ing 1949 1950 ing
Lumber and building materialsS............ +19 +3 +14 62 $9,500 ~6 +3 40 $10,527 156 196 157
Middle Atlantie...... T P SN ~4 <12 -5 13 1,581 +2 ~3 5 961 96 82 82
East North Central... tesecestinuie +20 +2 +10 12 1,026 -17 -4 8 1,022 134 217 151
West North Central.... . . +30 +15 +23 7 2,040 ~11 +6 5 3,111 176 241 184
South Atlentic....... . +25 +4 +18 8 1,271 -3 0 6 1,110 151 219 160
East South Central.... severeeen +11 +6 +7 4 609 c ¢ c [ <] [ [
Pacific.ccevnnranns taressessertnuian . +27 -2, +21 10 1,733 +12 -7 8 1,949 160 176 177
Machinery equipment supplies (exeept | —', .
eéleetrical).... e +5 -1 4 49 6,484 +9 +2 34 11,969 213 214 207
New England..... . +5 ~4 0 5 353 +1 +2 A 905 329 343 296
Middle Atlantic. s -28 -5 -26 8 722 -8 +6 4 960 230 180 203
East North Central. -8 -15 -7 11 630 -4 +4 9 1,116 182 174 148
South Atlantic..... 24 -10 -23 8 755 -5 +1 5 1,491 293 196 254
Pacific......... . 6] +8 ~6 7 397 o] +2 4 1,269 542 836 667
MEbRLS. 1 eeneerranrranannns s . 0 +2 -5 24 6,691 -8 +3 21 10,4511 159 | 173 159
Optical goods....... Areeretrenaes Ceseanae -8 -4 -2 12 259 | ~19 +5 6 162 132 170 123
Paints and varnishes...... eeansaens DN -10 +1 ~16 54 3,828 =15 0 47 13,505 363 388 | - 366
Plumbing and heating supplies............ ~13 +1 ~15 84 7,504 =11 +9 62 13,287 210 210 198
New England.seeessnevacens . 0 -20 ~4 7 235 ¢ e [] c ¢ [ e e
Middie Atlantic...... . -9 =11 ~7 17 729 +1 +10 9 1,183 253 212 202
East North Central... . -8 -1 -10 14 891 +1 +9 12 1,932 247 225 225
West North Central..... . -5 =1 ~12 11 780 -13 +5 9 1,626 227 245 218
Pacific...cneenienns veseaaas N -40 -2 -40 -4 526 c e [ [ [ ) [
Refrigeration equipment 5 parts
(commercial}...... +5 4 +7 25 - 659 =14 -5 19 1,571 339 393 325
Middle Atlantic. +21 =& +29 ) 233 e c c [ [ e [
South Atlantie.. +1 ~23 +5 4% 90 +7 +3 5 457 bty 333 282
Pacific. visvrnnenns Cereenrane +23 +14 +4 6 117 -18 =3 5 341 299 474 350 |
Surgical, medical, equipment, suppplies.. +12 ~24 +27 28 3,329 +9 -1 24 3,649 118 123 90
=2 [N ereans +2 +2 +3 45 2,075 -8 +9 38 741 38 42 35
Middle Atlantic......... vees +2 ¥2 +4 g 292 2L 418 7 97 3% 28 5
East North Central ...... vee -3 .0 -2 13 420 +5 +8 12 200 50 46 46
West North Central..... . +10 +4 +10 6 799 -15 +18 5 87 11 15 10
South Atlantlc.... s -6 4 -6 6 287 -8 +18 5 188 73 80 60
Pacific..cnseevinnnn teersatsanncasenn -4 +11 +2 5 196 -17 +2 4 131 71 82 -
Chemicals, industrial............... hasee +11 -5 +10 14 1,363 ~4 -4 10 1,243 114 137 115
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes).. -7 +55 -7 26 3,694 ‘w15 +1 15 2,458 160 160 205
Codliuuann. Craessetseriabaata oo ansanes ~43 -32 =30 9 3,787 -69 ~25 4 1,595 60 163 66
Confectionery.cesvececeennaes -3 +1 -5 46 1,260 -6 ~2 27 896 104 108 107
Middle Atlantie.... -1 -2 -1 7 188 c [ [ ¢ e [3 c
East North Central. ~14 0 ~16 [} 127 -13 =2 4 62 119 120 124
South Atlantie.... -2 -6 +1 13 237 -1 +1 7 199 121 120 i1
East Scuth Central....... -7 -2 -10 8 150 ~20 +6 4 33 89 114 72
Dairy and poultry products....... cesrenen 0 ~10 -1 25 5,135 -3 ~11 17 1,589 37 37 38
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)..... +4 =121 < +5 184 44,939 +2 +1 140 66,656 187 191 164
New Englande..sveesecasineanans srnens +2 -13 +4 12 2,027 +2 0 10 3,144 203 200 176
Middle Atlantic.... . +5 ~14 +6 25 7,860 0 0 19, 8,753 173 176 150
East North Central.. . +2 -10 +3 26 7,442 -1 0 12 9,356. 163 168 146
West North Central.. . +3 ~11 +7 20 5,183 +1 +3 18 ‘8 539 187 191 160
South Atlantic....... . +11 ~7 +7 28 5,372 +3 -1 22 7 ,482 181 201, 172
East South Central... . +4 -6 +2 15 2,876 +1 +3 11 4,316 187 193 171
West South Central.............. . +10¢ -9 +8 27 6,244 +3 +3 22 10,860 209 224 186
Mountain.....vvevvnnesnnnans . +7 ~-11 +9 11 1,991 +2 +1 9 3,795 198 208 174
Pacific........ treeereaneann -4 -19 0 20 5,944 +3 -3 16 10,413 198 187 165
Dry goods.esseerssrasssiocsnssscnoannasssn =2 =1 =1 167 34,596 -7 +4 131 72,005 244 251 237
New England... -14 ~2 =10 10 682 +8 +7 8 1,149 158 163 183
Middle Atlentie.... +10 -3 +4 41 6,161 +10 +7 26 9,229 250 223 234
East North Central.. +4 +2 +6 13 1,89 +12 +6 13 4,810 254 235 243
West North Central,. -2 +4 +6 10 5,381 +3 +11 9 13,079 244 233 230
South Atlantie...... =7 +12 -5 23 2,334 +3 +5 18 5,364 265 236 277
East South Central.. . -12 ~10 -6 16 1,380 +13 +4 10 2,924 276 224 245
West South Central.. . +2 ~3 -8 12 1,350 +10 +10 12 3,684 273 252 242
Mountain...,e.nuus . +14 +17 +5 6 389 +15 +9 5 1,096 304 306 344
Pacific..... . Cerneneane +9 -7 +8 24 4,144 -7 -2 18 6,942 300 | 381 335
Farm supplies........... heresanas seranes -3 +30 -4 20 4,945 +19 —4 8 789 84 69 81
Fresh fruits and vegetables......coveuae. -8 -12 -8 63 3,258 =7 +4 40 P44 37 36 35
New England...covnseecesoccvvas ~13 -5 ~13 9 258 +26 +2 8 r2A 20 14 18
Middle Atlantie... . -9 =12 -8 i7 1,018 +46 -7 10 186 30 20 33
East North Central.... -8 -13 +1 14 609 =7 -2 8 153 48 49 50
West North Central..... -11 -11 -4 4 178 -1 +3 4 137 77 69 66
South Atlantic........ -2 -7 +1 7 295 +17 ~20 4 286 15 13 16
East South Central... ~7 -6 =12 5 266 e e ¢ e 9 [ e

T v
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Fage 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KXNDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
FEBRUARY 1850 ' )

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WUERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Seles Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Percent change ! February 1950 panel | Percent ) ratios
Kind of business - Ty pan ent change | February 1950 panel
and Feb. | Feb. 2 mo. No. of Feb. Feb, No. of »
geographic division 1950 | 1950 1950 eatep. | Reporied . os0 1950 eoian. | Beported
from | from | from |vistmental OMET Upron |rron  {lichments| G0Mar | Feb. |Feb. | Jan.
Feb. | Jan. | 2 mo, | report- "3‘683 Feb. Jen. | report- |, velues 1950 | 1949 | 1950
1949 | 1950 | 1949 ing | (264 000) |55, 1, (ada 000) :
g 1950 ing
Groceries, totaleireseaecsrovassenasrans 0 -5 -2 718 £104, 387 =3 0 524 $121,905 160 164 153
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers +1 ~4 -2 £75 532,985 ~4 +1 354 66,984 157 166 151
New Englan@.s.ceessessvenssnccenensss -6 ~12 -3 7 T,144 +2 38 £A 2,167 228 208 182
Middle Atlentic... cavesesenn aee +3 -1 ~1 26 3,695 -12 o] 16 4, o2 ]
» 5027 134 160 137
East North Centrale..iesevesvevaccoars +2 ~5 +4 140 10,847 +6 +2 113 15,081 169 164 158
West North Central,sesseesasmeancaase +14 + +8 7 10,647 ~4 ~2 57 14’680 150 180 163
South ALIANEIC.eserssnsssossevannons -1 -6 -17 64 5,942 -1 b 3% so00] 18| 152 133
Fast Sonth Centralesesvevossaecsrneas o] +1 ~5 34 3,066 -11 0 26 3, 536 144 160 144
West South Centrali...... 5] ,-3 -4 93 11,885 -8 4 ) 14295]  1s6| 158 147
Mountain.coovecosaecrraas ~14 -2 ~14 20 1,504 =12 +4 17 2:324 174 168 ]_/:4
22T B i X R T E R +2 -13 +1 14 3,255 ~& +1 s 4974 166 165 142
Voluntary~group wholesalers....oeessaes ~1 ~5 ~2 0. 132 51,035 -6 4] 104 35,03 3
NEW EDELANAu 0raersvnrsnenvnrnmmnnnees | 30T ¥4 o 3 s =) e T /i)igf)g st
veel 2] -6 0 39 9,094 -7 -8 25 #5 5 17
Tast North Central..cecacnrsecrovanand} - -8 -3 33 614'.»59 —r +5 28 Zl ng 115? i?; ;;g
Viest NOTtH COnbIlanesvasseseoesenns -5 44| - 22, 5,106 .2 2 24 10,637 208| 202 23
South ALLANtIS..suseseirrneserunesses -z -3 +2 o] e 11 -2 5 "gigl 139 146 19
Pacifice.cssiencas sesesnnavinesane ~5 ~12 -5 5 4,773 ~-12 ~12 4 . 4,685 ni i1s 112
Retailer~cooperabive WarehnoOUSeS. snsoese +2 -9 +1 19 7,805 ~12 ~1 13 3, 064 132 252 10
Specialty lines wholesalerS...vosssscss. -6 ~X) -7 92 11,502 +12 ~4 53 13,822 1 1 y
New Eoglandesessesusns e ~1 ~20 +1 3 ’110 3 [ <] 3 Si 152 175
Middle Atlentic...... ] ~19 +3 22 3,095 ~6 +11 11 1,976 111 137 e}
BEast North Central +15 ~3 +7 10 673 49 +1 5 ’ 186 70 68 65
South Atlantlc.evesvivancans +4 +1 +1 25 1,728 =5 ¢} 15 1,678 126 141 133
East South Central. ves +15 ~4 +9 5 487 o e [ e e - e [
West South Central... . ~5 b =21 1 5 269 c [ ] e e 4 c
PacifiC,voevesnons sesane tecreonseanes 16 ~9 ~16 15 4,846 +21 -8 11 9,044 250 168 264
Leather and shoe findings...cicvevecscsse -8 -5 -9 30 327 -8 -1 13 883 510 5 7
Middle Atlantic..vaissansssnsscacaseas -11 -18 ~10 8 Zl [ e ¢ ¢ lc —IOS l”::
East North Central... evens ~14 ~10 14 5 38 [ ¢ c a [ [ I
West North Central. R +9 +24 +12 5 36 e [ e e o [ c
Paclific.cianesancoiraeraacs caeae ~9 -1 ~12 3 160 [] e c [ < ¢ e
Meats and meat products........ . -3 +8 =7 50 38,099 =17 +3 43 20,854 65 73 A9
Middle Atlanticieresessanse . -7 -2 ~10 11 3,422 -3 +7 11 1,686 49 47 45
East North Central......... . +2 +1 -2 i3 7,379 -18 -1 12 4,059 58 T4 60
South Atlantic.......... vaaes . =7 +1 -8 4 349 |, e [ c o ¢ S a
PaCifiCoererarsorronntsvacsavonrsaes .. -1 -6 ~5 5 3,011 +26 -11 4 542 33 25 33
Paper and its productd.,...... 44 ~7 +3 &0 7,277 ~5 42 35 6,251 142 160 131
Hew Englande.oeaas -12 ~5 -11 5 207 +1 G 4 343 286 268 253
Middle Ablanticeicecaniovsscesncrnnase +12 -8 +H 18 1,843 —4 +6 10 1,065 101 125 o5
East North Cenfral.i...sevevees vavsee +1 -8 +2 19 3,670 ~10 2 12 2,649 116 132 108
West North Centralescievesearsveaases ~5 -10 +1 4 245 c 3 [3 [ c [ c
South Atlanticivesavssesscssonnees +7 -3 +2 [ 455 ¢ e [ g [ [ L]
PacifiC,irnirarraccscncnosnnaass +6 ~3 +2 4 . 497 e [ <] 1 [ [4 e
Petroleumesesersaaseesse +1]| 417 -5 27 3,274 =3 ) 27 3,012 92 96 115
Shoes and other footwear..isvsisecees -7 +3 ~4 28 23,432 =5 ~1 21 53,924 236 229 244
Tobacco ProductS..vesssses -3 -1 ~4 286 33,134 =2 -1 170 14,859 69 68 68
New Englandeeseecessonscnesass 9] 2 =T 25 2,613 (€] -1 1% 584 30 61 62
Middle Atlantic....c...s -5 +1 -5 64 11,299 ~1 +2 4 7,110 79 76 78
East North Central... -2 -3 -8 59 6,509 -3 -5 32 2,366 62 63 63,
Weet North Central... -2 -7 -3 38 3,458 ~1 =7 26 1,786 72 72 s
South Atlantie... ~3 o] -5 20 3,078 +1 -2 18 1,341 48 45 48
East South Central.... +7 +8 -3 14 1,387 +6 ~1 9 490 61 < 60 61
West South Central..e.s. cene +5 -1 +5 28 1,366 ~5 -2 11 552 73 78 72
Mountaine.cesevesocencas aseen +4 -7 +7 17 781 -23 0 6 284 80 103 72
PacificCesseenas venes <9 +2 ~5 21 2,063 -6 -2 10 346 54 60 55
Wines and Spiri‘bse. . . -6 +7 -8 321 71,264 +4 =7 267 90,797 155 141 175
B +2 +15 -1 29 3,704 +11 +9 23 4,897 177 161 183
~9 +10 -8 - 49 19,372 +1 -3 45 26,786 172 143 179
Eagt North Central.. . +1 +1 -2 55 10,419 +1 -3 44 13,689 163 164 171
West North Central.... . -4 +4 -5 30 5,372 +9 -9 25 5,234 149 130 164
Scuth Atlantic... ~-14 +9 ~12 50 12,309 +4 -7 46 14,474 126 105 148
East South Central.... ~15 -3 =15 16 2,376 -1 0 14 3,373 166 143 161
West South Central. +1 +29 ~-13 37 7,427 -17 -2 29 10,777 160 200 213
+10 -1 +6 18 1,815 -6 -1 16 2,367 148 167 146
PacifiCesssrrenscronnssscrseasenasnes ~5 ~4 =7 37 8,470 +24 -28 25 . 9,203 142 113 201
MisCellaneouSeesssvssssnssssoncnnensonniye +2 -13 +5 13 2,590 -15 ©+6 6 1,996 297 317 281

NOTE: The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to & geographic division.

a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipmenits and consignment busi-
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.
Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
Insufficient data to show seperately.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups. .
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution
at the wholesale level.

oRo0T

States comprising geographic divisions:

: New Englend - (Conn,, Maive, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.) South Atlantic - (Del, D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., $.C., Va., W.Va.)

| Middle Atlantic ~ (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) i East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Temn.). .

East North Central - (I1l., Ind., Mich,, Ohio, Wis.) West South Central - {Ark., La., Okla., Texas)

Weat North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., Mountein - {Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Momt., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyc.)
N.Dak., S.Dak.) Pacific - {Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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MARCH 1950

Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were
compiled from confidential reports submitted to the Bureau of
the Census from all parts of the country by’ 3,837 wholesale
houses in various lines of trade,

SALES

March sales of wholesalers registered a higher than nor-
mal seasonal gain of 18 percent over the previous month, Com-
pared with a year ago, March sales were up 2 percent—the
first year-to-year increase to be experienced in 16 months
(since November 1948), Cumulative sales during the first
three months of 1950 were slightly lower (1%) than in the first
quarter of 1949,

Regionally, the upward seasonal trend was reflected in
all geographic divisions. Gains over February ranged from 11
percent in the West South Central region to 27 percent in the
Pacific. While the West North Central and the West South Cen-
tral divisions reported slight declines of 1 percent each, all
other regions showed increases from 2 to 5 percent over sales
a year ago.

All trades covered in this report indicated sales advances
over the previous month, ranging from 2 to 62 percent. For
most trades, these gains were seasonal, However, the coal
trade, with the most substantial increase, 62 percent, experi-
enced this gain contrary to its usual seasonal trend. While 19
trades reported March sales higher than a year ago, only 12
of these showed first quarter sales in excess of first quarter

1949, Electrical appliances and specialties, with an increase
of 51 percent over March 1949, indicated the highest quarterly
gain, 37 percent over first quarter 1949,

INVENTORIES . :

End-of -March inventories of wholesalers rose 3 percent
over the February stock level, but were 9 percent below the
dollar value of stocks on hand last March. According to re-
ports of 2,865 establishments reporting inventories in conjun-
tion with sales, the March stock-sales ratio of 143 was 18
points below the previous month and 16 points lower than a
year ago.

While all geographic divisions indicated higher stock
levels than in February 1950, only the East South Central re-
gion showed an increase, 1 percent over March 1949. By
trades, metals, coal, farm supplies, grocery specialty lines,
meats and meat products and tobacco products reported lower
stock levels than in February 1950, while 32 other trades
showed increased inventories. Compared with a year ago,
coal inventories showed the most substantial decline, while
clothing and furnishings had the largest increase,

RETAIL TRADE

According to the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report,
March sales of independent retail stores jumped 23 percent
over the previous month and were 5 percent higher than March
1940 sales. Sales during the first quarter of 1950 were 4 per-
cent above the same period last year,

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS'’

INDEX
100

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
1939 MONTHLY AVERAGE= 100

SALES AND INVENTORIES

INDEX

SALES ~ MONTHLY AVERAGE

—-a--¢"""¥"

400

300

INVEHTORlESk

200

Illl‘llllllllll

100

!||’||1|1||c||||||||||ol|’x|:|a

19394041 42 43 HU USH6 UT AB UG J £
e 100 7

M AMJI AS ON DJF MAMI JASOND J

BASED ON REPORTS SUBMIT_TED TO THE BUREAU OF THE CE_iISUS-

DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ALJUSTED OR NUMBER OF ‘DAYS IR THE MONTH QR FOR SEAJONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUAT IONS.

Y053 ¢



Paze 2 WHOLESALERS? SALNS AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
MARCH 1950 .
(DATA ARE SEOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-seles &
Kind of business Percent chenge March 1950 panel | Percent change| March 1950 penel ratios
‘and
Max. Mar. 3 mo. No. of Mar. Max. No. of
geographic division 1950 [ 1950 | dgs0 | estab- | OISt | 1950 | 1050 | estan- | FEITEEN | e
from | from from |lishments] .pyues from from |lishments| L ujves 1950 l9hé 1956
- Mar, Feb, 3 mo, report- {add-000) Mar. | Feb. report~ (add 000)
1949 | 1650 | 1ghgP ing 1549 | ‘1950 ing
United States tot8l...ivevesursvenes +2{ +18 -1 3,837] $716,055 -9 +3 2,865 $838,406[ 143 159 161
Wew England..... +] 422 +2 236 30,287 =11 +1 177 30,285k 131 155| 160
Middle Atlantic. 51 +20 0 704 1h1,289 ~10 +2 u861  1ok,u86f 121f 138] 1k3
East North Central. +3 +17 o] 55 123,824 ~10 +3 576 133,133 130 1h9 145
West North CentrBl......seeecesaans -1} +18 -1 L29 90,326 -6 +h 337 112,538 161 67 179
South Atlantic....veseieenevenernon +5 +16 -2 L8 76,549 -9 + 361 84,181 13k 153 1h9
Bast South Central...ceiveeasecrans +2 +19 -3 192 27,921 +1 +4 140 32,751 1ks5 146 165
West South Central......veevenssnns -1 +11 -2 341 59,939 =l +7 265 81,231 165 172 171
MOUNEAIN. v v vssvesasorernsosssonans .. +3] 417 4 183 23,73k -9 0 hESR 30,299 154 175] 179
PACATAC. sevrausesruranresnsirensnresennon #5427 [ ko7 96,354 -9 +7 293| 115,k02ff 158] 183| 287
Automotive supplies +1 +12 ~1 253 15,077 -10 +1 156 16,860 262t 280 293
New Englend..... +16 +36 -16 ki 318 c T e c c c c c
Middle Atlantic ~7 +15 -11 38 755 -8 -2 35 1,954 287 268 338
Bast North Central.ivieveeiseenns +9 +18 +1 58 3,626 -9 +4 b5 5,270 207, 245 223
West North Central, -8 +T =T b3 3,501 -1 o 19 2,7594f 304 263 3h0
South At1ntiC.....cevseesaress +13 +9 +15 16 1,833 -6 +1 10 908t  306f 335| 329
South Central..cccviiieesicenes +9 +13 +11 15 2,081 -13 +5 10 1,351 257 280 296
MOUntAIN. sevurvorontnnnsenannns .. ~23 -i -8 1k 643 -26 +3 6 566 26k 238 234
PACLIFIC. cevrvranns PN -2l 413 -5 62 2,320 ~14 0 28 3,684  317]  345] 378
Electrical group, total...veeeevevennsons +9]  +18 +h 630 136,666 -30 +8 5641 1h2,329)  112]  175] 12k
Full-line WholesalerS....icieeessseenen +2 +17 -1 4ol 101,569 -32]’ +9 3971 119,046 118] 2 127
Few England..ueeseevensnensanne *17 ] 430 8 32 6,133 ~4o +1 32 ,633] 108 213] 139
M1ddle ALIANLIC. .esveeranovarss +2] a7 -2 kg 15,305 -3k +10 48 15,9551 105 164 113
East North Central.iveceeeeeeas %3 13 [ 78] . 24,366 =32 +7 1T 27,617 11h iTh 119
West North Ceutral... -18 49 -15 36 8,806 -36 +7 36 10,996} xe25]  161] 128
South Atlantic..... S +T] 419 42 61 13,735 -29 +6 59 15,660 117 a77] 132
Eest South Central. +4 22 4L 25 5,738 ~25 +h 2k 4,834 10l 7 122
West South Central. +17 420 -5 b5 10,561 +36. +28 i ik,102]] 136] 176] 128
MOUNTEIN . s e venurnnnrensas ves -2] 417 +1 29 3,671 -28 +5 29 4,905 134 182 150
PACIFiC. v eartrersrvnnnsensssionnrnas +7 +16 4+ k9 1k, 254 -37 +7 48 18,34 129 219 141
Wiring supplies, construction materials
EABErIbULOLS. s s venrsenrennens . -3 +lb -9 126 1,392 ~12 41 87 T 12 2|  auy
New Englend.. . -3 -1 13 12 399 + 1L I 252H 102 iok| 195
Middle Atlantic.... . -9 +1k -13 37 1,113 -7 0 22 1,430 13l 1461 158
East Horth Central.....oecvevs. . +2] 17 -4 30 2,048 -9 -3 25 2,325 13¥ 150] 170
West North Central....e.evecs.s . -10 +9 -1 7 778 <l +2 5 U6 166 148 178
South Atlantic....... vesraens . -91 10 -13 17 1,597 -2 -16 12 818 59) 93 11
Soubh Central..esvsoesrvonesons 6| +13 -1k 1L 580 -11 +7 9 963 193 196 208
PacifiC.sineceirensirarerans ceriaanans +45 +1h +1h 8 288 ~1K +4 T 411 1hs 250 161
Appliances and specialties wholesalers. +51 +21 +37 100 27,7051 -~21 +4 80 15,948 T8 159 98
Few England...o.cvsereraeans vereraraes ¥5L[ 2L +62 12 1,365 -19 +1 12 1,151 BE 157] 1oL
Middle Atlantic.,..... P H2l  £16 +30 23 12,230 -35 +3 13 3,508 59  1be 79
East North Central....e.vessas +97 +30 +6h 13 2,795 -2 +11 9 1,464 63 1ko T3
West North Central.........s. 33| 7 +20 15 2,927 -15 43 1k 3,567 1231 183 139
South AtlantiC.....esserseien +681 +eb +36 1k 3,499 -33 +3 13 2,hk32ff 78] 198 99
South Central..u.eeeesses . +20] 413 +10 8 1,594 -13 + ki 1,607 101 12| 110
PaCifiCeinrerserrescosonrneivisomonns +101 +hh +76 12 3,163 -3 46 9 1,867 . ée 139 85
Furuiture and house furnishingS.......... +14 +29 +13 Th 15,093 0 4 €0 19, 980| 155 1821 193
Middle At1entiC........es. 12| 425 1 15 2,786 +171  © +L 11 3,30§p 161" 156] 202
East North Central......eeess -5 +1k +2 4 1,017 c c c c c c c
South Atlantic....seevesecsas -15 +21 -1k 5 803 c c c c c c c
HOUntaIN. cousersecroconennn .es +49 +49 +40 7 1,202 +12 -1 5 1,470] 188 259 273
Pacific,.cesvass ferraasieerae revses o 4T 432 +21 12 3,402 -10 -2 10 Y37l 127l 181 112
b G L F N of 126 -3 136 50,455 =3 6 108 99,37 238] 250
Hew Englend....vecssaneeren -10 +2h -6 i 78 -20 0 4 1,661 347 387 432
Middle At1EntiC...eesnsonss 2] +28 -3 a7 7,176 ] +5 20 10,907}l 182} 181 220
East North Cemtral......... +10| 420 +5 20 10,1k2 -6 +1h 18 21,383 223] 267| 237
West North Centrel......... 7] 430 -7 18 11,206 -1 +5 17 23,963 2521 238} 309
South AL1antic.....seceress of 15 -7 23 k4,702 -1 +9 19 10,359 248 260f 263
East South Central..... .- -1 +21 -5 8 2,254 +3 o 6 4,0b43 228 215 275
West South Central...... . +5 +15 +5 15 4,988 -3 +3 9 7,006 227 253 27
Mountain 21 457 0 6 2,138 c c c c c c c
Pacific 21 +he -8 15 7,371 -6 +3 12 17,75 2860 303] 395
Industrial supplies.. -9] 417 L 15 10,620 -15 +2 55 17,9134 2lgl 251} 260
New Englagg ...... w22 -2 9 718 +28 +6 8 2,259 3h5[ 279 395
Middle ALIANEIC..ueerusrrsnssensasans 23] 415 =31 19 1,2h5 -20 43 12 L3717t 162 172 182
East Horth Cenbral...eceesesnrsevisss 12 +8 =10 13 93k ~10 -; ;{ g;i ;gg Sig 272
West North Central....ecv.viveen.cnns +2 +22 -5 72 -9 - <
South. AL1antic..vsssevess ves -6 +2l 17 9 738 »10 =8 a 1,676] =836] aid| =8
-16 12 -1 3,876 -20 6 7 7,045 228 266l 259
South CentrBl..s.ueeesescsescsroscens 1 +: T 9 2
PACITAC.verirersssreerrsnoes fieeeeens 9] 42h b 11 2,397 -25 -3 8 L,okg) 188 =12 a3
JEWELTY e svsearosavnssnsass eeveseranaaens -10] 422 -13 155 j,%sgg -9 +5 91 12,017 29i 272 3%_
ew England...csvess sosnsenscssonacs 0 +24 -8 T ] c c c :
giddfegj\tlantic ................. 21 47 -7 31 1,181 -19 +1 17 2,069l 323f 354 3o
East North Central...seesesesscecsses -131 20 -13 43 1,737 -5 +5 25 3,102l =224 206] 257
West North Central...ieeesseces.cooen -16 4-25 -1k 15 922 -5 -3 12 1,954 282 255 31%
South Atlantic...... besaeenarenesrsne -1 -9 5 15 c c . < c <
East South Central..sesrecssssocesars -13 +16 -1k T 2ko ~10/ +7 6 906 392 376 428
PacifiC..evoneenss ereevra e raaes <13 425 -19 3h 1,140 -9 +13 23 3,583 3561 325| 392
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(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEGGHAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDiVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
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(Continued on next page)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Percent change March 1950 panel Percent change| March 1950 panel ratlos
Kind of tusiness March | arch| 3 mo. | No. of - March | March | No. of |
and 'Cl Ci . 0. O C. 0. ©. . .
- 0 0 tabe Reported - Reported || .
geographic division %Zzg %zgm ]fzgm l:eL:hmBsms dollar ggg 20531 4 : S-_I‘ab ;5| dollar |['March| March| Feb,
March | Feb, mo, | report-’ values -l yaroh | Feb, | report- | , values 11950 | 1949 | 1950
1949 | 1950 399 ing |(sdd 000) |l 199 | 1950 ing | {sdd 000) _
Lurber and building materials.....e.e.o.s| +17 +25 +16 75 £12, 683 ~6 +3 50 $10,520 12), 149 11_1%_
Middle AtLantiC.svsscsesssssssennsonss =5 [ +38 Tk il 2,350 -2 A 5 925 &3 52 El
East North Centraluessesess ceossne| #17 +21 +12 12 . 1,237 <14 +12 8 1,140 135 167 134
West North Centraliseessses +43 +27 +26 6 . 806 =7 +9 4 310 72 98 7
South ALLantiCesevossessssescacrsnces| +28 | +20 +22 8 1,526 -11 -5 6 1,060 ) 12971 178 151
East South Central..esesesses +2k +33 +13 L 813 e c e [ [ c c
PacifiCesancssrscorcsrnnanes +19 +25 +19 11 2,371 +8 ~dy 8 ] 1,873 127 151 160
Machinery equipment, supplies (except . . -
electrical).... =10 421 _4e | 6,588 +7 +1 37 12,589 | 222 1 389 221
New England..... -2 | +2] =1 5 437 9 -2 4 889 I 267 | =281 329
Middle AtlantiCesesaseessasvennsanese] =22 +18 -24, 7 839 -1 +7 I 1,029 198 169 230
East North Centralesesvesscescessesse| +15 +43 -2 10 740 ~h +3 8 948 132 | 159 185
South AtlantiCesssesesssesssecacsssss]| =20 | 421 -22 8 911 -9 [¢} 6 1,891 || 256 | 210 334
West South Centralisesevsesssseescsea] =15 | =25 +27 [ 1,943 429 +2 5 5,096 1| 269 | 180 196
Pacific..........................._... +8 | 54 -3 9 682 +2 -2 6 1,456 | 329 | 372 519
MOtaLe.seeurensannersnnnnnsenssserseneres| +11 | 423 +1 2 T T 18 | 10073 | 127 | 16 | 157
Optical goodBecefevaracsvessnesorsnsnsvasl| =10 48 -5 10 257 =14 +1 51 150 133 147 135
Paints and varnisheB.seesessssscessoseess | +2 | +28 -9 54 4,919 -12 0 47 13,625 | 286 | 333 362
Plumbing and heating supplieSeesevecccses ~l +17 =11 83 8,422 + 4 +12 61 14,258 210 195 22
New Englandeescecicensnsssssansacaces +6 -2 -2 [ 206 c [ c c c c c
=13 413 ~11 18 615 +2 *+3 10 988 343 265 342
-4 | %6 -8 1k 1,048 +2 +5 1 1,912 | 22| 220 260
West North Central... +1 +1 -8 10 T2 wly +4 8 1,435 207 218 285
Pacificesscevccovsn ~7 +54 | =29 b 812 ¢ c c ¢ c c c
Refrigeration equipment, parts ’ ’
commercial).essvisessannsroorencoacsene] +10 +23 +10 27 ,063 ~5 . *+5 20 - 2,256 268 322 307
Middle AtlantiCeccessrassness ~10 +1; +16 5 168 c c ¢ - ¢ c c ¢
East North Centraliceseesessssssessse] +10 | 426 +6 5 182 [ [ [ c c c ¢
South AtlantiCesecseesesssssesssseses] *#15 | 419 +12 5 261 a1 +5 5 694 § 2661 277 200
PacifiCusesscsnansesassossorrsrenssse 1 426 +6 5 120 -9 +1 5 359 299 | 353 374
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...| +10 415 +19 35 4,206 +5 +1 29 4,140 109 116 125
BEeluessesossonrossnnascnisnsncaons +1 +18 +2 hly 2,388 -7 +5 37 L1 33 36 37
Kiddle Atlentic... RS ¥35 g 377 +9 +2 7 99 27 % 3L
East North Centralecesesess ~6 +20 -3 13 502 ~15 ~12 12 177 37 41 50
West North Centralessessoess 0 9 +6 6 874, <16 +3 5 90 1 13 11
South Atlantic,... -3 | 417 | -5 6 337 =5 +1 5 190 65 69 73
FacifiC.seeveornsenssacsacncnsnsaanse]| +26 +36 +9 L 206 3 c c c -3 ¢ c
Chemicals, industrialesesecscsssocsacsces) +12 +1l +11 14 1,959 -7 +3k 10 1,221 75 91 81
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes).. -9 +9 -8 27 ,361 85 +11 18 2,77h 4 1541 14 159
Co8lerantanesnescranncs +32 | +62 =14 9 6,332 ~76 =45 5 912 301 1o 58
. ConfectlonerYaseessassonacsisoasecontosen -2 +19 k4 49 . 1,656 -5 14 30 1,100 95 98 - 99
Middle AtlanticCesessesssnssnsesenenes] =k | +22 =k 8 306 +16 -2 5 115 66 52 80
East North Centralesseseccecssssseesn] =37 47 =11 [ 149 ~25 ~15 3 53 871 13 19
South Atlanticesssceeescesssssassssnse -1 +15 0 13 272 +3 +11 7 220 118 112 121
East South Centraleceescssecssesecsss] =10 +21 -10 g 182 +9 +6 4 ‘35 83 62 89
Dairy and poultry productS.sceesesscsscss =7 +13 =3 25 3,493 -25 +5 16 618 26 33 27
Drugs and sundries (liquor excludea) eeeas +9 19 +6 191 55,362 +3 +2 152 69,985 161 167 18!
19 +l, 12 2,567 +1 +2 10 3,34 I 166 | 167 177 -
+12 23 +8 26 10,254 +3 +3 19 9,227 146 149 167
East Morth Central,.. +, 16 +3 28 9,150 ] +3 20 9,890 i 145 162
West North Central., 7 +7 22 6,337 +3. +1 20 9,103 163 169 188
South Atlantic.ssaes +18 +20 +11 30 6,840 +4 +1 22 7,556 154 176 181
42 | 49 +6 15 3,51k +h + 12 4,730 | 164 | 175 188
+15 418 +11 27 7,229 +8 +2 23 11,369 183 196 210
+7 2 +9 11 2,239 +3 +3 9 3,905 181 189 198
—2 +22 ] 20 7,232 +1 +h 17 10 ,_861 169 166 198
-3 4L =2 171 39,972 =k ] 138 73,815 217 243 245
g % | HE =% ] B7g || +10 3L ] 1,750 § 141 | 137 198
¥iddle Atlantic... +18 Al +8 4 6,868 +9 +5 29 9,832 229 238 250
Fast North Central., . 44 | a6 +5 13 2,244 +16 +6 13 4,851 216 | 193 236
West North Central.... ~1 +5 +3 13 6,704 +9 +2 12 15,196 228 206 256
South AtlantiCesesss . +7 22 -l 23 2,861, +h +1 17 5,296 21l 225 262
East South Centralesevsecesvess 2 9 =3 18 1,875 +26 +1 12 3,565 § 247 | 205 267
West South Centralsicsiescceservensscs! -1 7 -5 1k 1,684 +11 +2 14 4,085 243 218 277
MoUNtaineeeesssssssnssncncencessensss -3 414 +2 6 L2 +17 +5 1,167 286 236 304
PaCifiCesesesasnssesnnccnsansrnneneee] +2 [ 87 +6 22 L,528 =16 . -9 16 5,673 | 277 | 293 310
Farm supplieS..eesesessssesvsscee . [+] 435 -2 20 6,659 +22 =14 8 678 62 52 84
Fresh fruits and vegetables, -22 +25 wlly n 5,512 ;15 +9 146 1,226 31 28 36 .
New Englandeeeesseenesss ~23 410 -17 10 333 + L1 +38 9 62 26 13 20
Middle AtlantiCecesses =10 |' 81 -9 20 1,389 -5 ~23 12 147 19 17 29
East North Central., . =3 417 +1 17 1,364 +3 +, 10 460 47 47 52
South Atlanticessass - =13 +15 -6 7 339 +g o 4 28 12 11 15
East South Central,... =14 13 «13 5 300 c c ¢ ¢ c r &
PaCifiCivsesnssssesvonressnsernonnene =14 419 -14 [ 1,050 +31 +19 b 160 19 13 21
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(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Kind of buslness Percent change March 1950 penel Percent ch March 1950 panel ra.tic?a
and Mar. | Mar. 3 mo. No. of Mar. Mar, .
geographic division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 estab~ |BEPOTted || g5 1950 ﬂ‘;uﬁf Reported
ﬂ;:m ;rzm from  |ldek '13’:%“1:1" from rram |14 | dollar | Mar. | Mar. | Feb.
. eb. 3 mo. | report- Lues Mar, Feb. _|  values || 1950 | 1949 | 1950
igk9 150 | 1ok | ng (add 000) || 2909 155 | "o | (eaa 000) i e
Groceries, totalecescareserecresncenennns -~
ries, to o) +16 2 725 | $119,136 -1 42 529 | $125,90ufi k1| b2 161
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalersd.. 0 +15 -2 166 46; 1 3
ol BLglabd.....oscosersressensresss R BT 5 5 52:102 = g 332 55’89: 11;(1: 1"2 165
Cosavas - +1 - -
East North Central. +g +127 +:E|$. 12% 1;,195% +€35 'rg l}l‘zr l’t’ ng 1@ 115;6 2
West North Central. a | 43 A &7 5,984 47 5 55 T, ;{23 ]isz 1 ige
g:::hsﬁ:n;ic;. seeer +2 +1i -11 6l 6,641 +7 2 35 5:1423 129 2 114153
entral... +5 +2 -2 3k 3,84 -6 -
West South Central..... -2 +12 -3 101 131 362 -k -i % 1%’%3[1) Eé 132; ihg
!;:gft:in -22 +ilg -16 21 1,915 -9 -3 18 2i523 1k 122 1"5{2
— ........;;.................... +3 +: 42 15 2T -2 +7 5 5,381 152 157 173
oluntary-group Wholesalerf..essesscres -2 +1h4 -1 b1 40,90 ~
Nesw ¥2 | +0 1 10 a:tﬁ'? .§ 2 ng{ “i;;’;iﬁ ﬂ;— 1 —gg»
Middle AtlantiC,sesevacvsssroscsconns -4 415 -2 5} 11,845 -21 -1 29 13,689 12| 171 16
Fast North Central...ueeseesocesesss | =3 | +17 -3 32 71,325 -2 -1 28 Toosh | 129| 325 15§
West North Central..... a +7 +2 30 \B76 +3 46 30 so3]| 163 1s7| 16
South Atlentic....... +2 +19 42 10 1,723 <13 -3 5 "Bzal 111 12‘6 133
gou:’;:dn. ceseenaannns 425 a7 3 9 1,70k -13 0 9 3,956 || 232] 333 271
BCLEIC e srsarnvocerneoscrocsorsarses -3 +16 'y 6,098 +1 +18 5 ,285 11k 1 113
Retailer-cooperative Warehouses....esss +h +17 42 21 10,17k =4 + 15 6,594 125 135 1ko
Speclalty 1ines wholesalers..cvsvessses ~1 12k =h 14 14,594 +12 ] -1 60 14,1l
Middle Atlantic *13' 3’3'{ ? 25 22 7 7 p , Z lui: 122 175
asesassenss - 1 - -
East North Centrale.....eseesseveseses | H | 421 ¥ S 3'291 -;{ -'; l$ l’ggg & ‘1% 1#;
South Atlantic..e... cere +11 419 + 2h 1,991 -3 -8 15 1,539 96| 112 126
Eest South Central. cree +17 +19 +12 5 580 c c < " e c c
Weet South Centra&leseeress ~5 +20 ~16 5 323 c c c < c ¢ c
PacifiCecesncrrssnrsonrron -5 +28 -12 17 6,563 +19 +1 13 9,515 189 18 249
Leather and-shoe findinga. 48 +32 - 2
Miadie Atieatic. s i 7 By ol 8wl Loy my BRI
East North Centralesecsees N -12 +32 -13 5 50 c c c c c ] c
Weot North Central.veevees . 0 431 +24 13 L2 < c c ¢ e c ¢
PACIfiC. ceverreasnsracsrsnnssssnnses -I +28 -5 7 265 c c c c c < <
Meats and meat Products....evssescessssae -3 14 -b 4 20,51 -6 - 1 48
Middle AtlantiC..eeseanses ~10 +0 -10 11 3:633 =1 +§. g Z:)';gﬁ g % %‘
East North Centrel...... ~11 +7 -6 13 7,860 -6 -B 12 3,749 50 g 58
PACILICe v ensesssrorrenssnsrrescancons | 22 +21 43 5 3,636 ~11 -8 b 498 27 30 33
Paper and 118 ProductB.cescecessesssscses +3 +10 +3 61 8,013 -2 0 6,1! 1 ELS
New Bngland..eesseeceses + +29 -6 5 267 -5 = 32 2% 2'3; 23:; ?lﬂug'
Middle Atlanticsececeses 49 420 +8 18 2,202 45 +7 10 1,139 91 9% 101
East Horth Central.ceess s +1 43 +2 19 3,77% -6 +1 12 2,626 3113 126 122
West North Central -2 +13 0 L 276 c c < c ¢ < c
South Atlantic. -13 -6 -3 [ 438 c c c c c c <
PACIPiCeeccsorcassisnsassataccs -3 0 0 5 670 c c < [ c c ¢
PEtroleWassosenccsssssassncsssoosvessnes | =6 +16 -6 27 3,746 -8 0 27 3,013 8o 82 93
Shoes and other fOOLWEAT.vssvarescssovass +2 +15 -2 28 26,911 =k 0 20 53,857 207 218 236
Tobacco products... -3 41 b 288 38,571 -3 -2 171 w622 57 56 66
New Epgland...... 42 17 0 25 3,150 -2 2 15 703 55 50 Bl
Middle Atlantic..ecseces 4| 46 -h 60 12,274 -7 -8 ko 5,933 62 65 8
East North Centrals..ces. -3 413 -6 57 7,167 + +3 k) 2,376 Sh 52 €0
Wept North Centralisecesascrssvesssecs -3 +1h -5 jn i 4,607 +3 +3 29 2,161 65 61 T
South At1antiCeescesesesseosnsssansss -5 +13 -5 21 3,570 42 0 19 1,382 L2 39 48
-5 +11 -3 12 1,332 -8 +3 7 52 48 kg 52
West South Central.. B +7 +1 28 2, i +2 13 671 51 43 50
Mountain.s.eessssassee 45 +14 45 19 1,323 -2 + 7 311 65
PacifiCiseseescesscrcvas -6 +16 -k 22 2,701 [ 43 11 559 54 59 63
Wines and spirite®....... +2 +21 b 317 87,020 +6 15 262 93,956 1331 327 151
New Englande.... -7 +29 -7 24 3,582 25 +2 15 T, 136 131 g1 1o
Middle AblanbtiC..sveecoes arae +8 +28 -2 L8 26,395 +3 0 43 26,389 126 130 157
East North Central..icesesnsssasssess 41 +13 -1 56 11,27h -1 -7 iy 11,564 124| 125 153
Wegt NOrTth CENtralecesescsnssrcsssese b 421 -5 30 6,572 19 +12 2k 5,972 1Wk| 111 149
South AtlanticC..eeevesesess veroa -3 +12 -9 50 13,186 -7 +1 %] 13,72kl 116 116 128
Best South Central..eeescss -13 412 ~1h 17 2,921 431 +7 1 4,136 i 13 180
+10 - -8 36 6,827 +T +5 28 10,959 18o) 19k 162
+10 +17 +7 21 2,974 -8 ~10 i9 3,350 15| 1k 151
+9 451 -2 35 12,889 +23 +4h 26 13,936 139 120 1h3
MigCellaneoUS.eesseraessesenessanccnsosss +10 +6 +6 13 2,649 -l Q 7 1,646 203 205 236

NOTE: The United States total and totals for some trades include & number of esteblishments not assigned to a geographic division.

a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consigonment busi-
ness) for en identical group of f£irms reporting inventories in conjunction with asales.

Insufficient data to show separately.

o 2o

at the wholesale level.

Middle Atlentic - (N.J., N.Y., Fa.)

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperati
Pased on reports submitted by wholesalers

ve groups.
jocated in the mo-called "license" States which do mot have State control or monopoly distribution

Inciudes reports received too late for inclusion in previcus monthly trends.

states comprising geographic divisions:
New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., ¥t.)

Eaat North Central - (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minon,, Mo., Kebr.,

N.Dek., S.Dak.)

South Atlentic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., ¥d., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.)
Eanst South Central - (Ala., Ky., Mlss., Tenn.

West South Central - {Ark., La., Okla., Texas)

Mountain - {Ariz., Coloe., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were fruits and vegetables, While 17 trades were off from last year,
compiled from confidential reports submitted to the Bureau of 21 kinds of business reported gains;
the Census from all parts of the country by 3,860 wholesale,

houses in various lines of trade. INVENTORIES
April 30 inventories of wholesalers rose 2 percent above
SALES the March 31 stock level, but were 5 percent below the dollar

Wholesale dollar sales in April 1950 remained substan- value of stocks on hand last April, According to reports of
tially at the same level as a year ago but dropped 10 percent 2,885 establishments reporting inventories in conjunction with
below the previous month’s sales, Cumulative sales for the sales, the April stock-sales ratio of 166 was 20 points above the
first four months of 1950 were slightly lower (1%) than in the previous month but 9 points lower than a year ago,
corresponding period of 1949,

With the exception of the East South Central region, all

Regionally, all geographic divisions experienced declines geographic divisions indicated higher stock levels than in March
from March 1950, ranging from 5 percent in the East North 1950, but lower inventories than in April of last year, The
Central division to 13 percent in the Pacific region, Compared East South Central region, indicating little change from the
with a year ago, however, all geographic divisions East of the previous month, reported an increase of 4 percent over stocks
Mississippi River indicated gains of 2 to 6 percent. While the on hand a year ago. By trades, inventories generally rose
Pacific region remained at its April 1949 sales level, the West above their March levels, although plumbing and heating, cloth-
North Central, West South Central and Mountain divisions re- ing and furnishings, farm supplies, fresh fruits and vegetables,
ported declines from sales a year ago. grocery (except voluntary-group), leather and shoe findings,

and tobacco products reflected declines from the previous

Most trades covered in this report lagged behind the pre- morth. Compared with a year ago, only half the trades covered
vious month’s sales, with clothing and furnishings experiencing in this report decreased their stocks on hand although the na-
the most substantial decrease, 32 percent, However, seasonal tional trend indicated a decrease of 5 percent,
gains were reported in paints and varnishes (17%), lumber and
building materials (10%), refrigeration equipment (9%), fresh RETAIL TRADE )
fruits and vegetables (2%) and dairy and poultry products (1%) According to the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report,
Although the national sales trend indicated little or no change April sales of independent retail stores were slightly below
from a year ago, there was considerable variation between (1%) the previous month and 2 percent lower than April 1949
trades, ranging from an increase of 38 percent in electrical sales. However, cumulative sales during the first four months
appliances and specialties to a decrease of 22 percent in fresh were 2 percent above the same period of 1949,

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only))
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| WHOLESALFES! SALES AND INVENTORIES; BY KIS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIG DIVISION
{DRTA ARE SHOWX BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WEERE POBSIBLE WITHOUS DISCIOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPFRATIONS)

‘ ) ) Sales Inventory, end-of-month {(at -cost) Stock-sales®
Xind of business Perceut change April 1950 panel || Percent change| April 1950 panel ratios
and Apr. | Bpr. | b mos.| Wo. of Apr. Apr. Fo. of
geograghic aivision 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- | FOEEEAN 1956 | 1950 | estav-| BeEorted) 1
from | from | from fi values {| from | from i values || 1950 | 1549 | 1950
Apr. | Maxr. | & mog. report- (edd 000) Apr. Mar. report- (244 :000) d
1949 | 1950 | 1949 ing 1949 1950 ing .
United States total.......oveecieusss 0ol -10 -1 3,860| $653,085 5] 42| 2,88 $8710,057 166] 175 k6
Hew England....oeeseeesncesersocensansnne +h -8 +2 2ko 29,333 ] +3 <Al 32,229 ELTS 6T 130 .
Middle At1antic.......e.. ... + -9 +1 7122] 135,144 61 43]... hod a3k he7 132] %] 18
Eagt North Central........ +3 -5 +1 65| 118,759 -3 +3 591 141,819 43l 15k 130
West North Central.......... . -5 | .12 -2 433 80,940 -3 +1 33 115,850 181 178] 162
South AbIantic........... +6 -9 0 LI 68,366 -6 +1 35 82,306 146  165] 133
East South Central...c.e.unevecersraacnss +2 | .10 -2l 197, 26,186 +4 0 1k; 32,757 I 166 160| 16
West South Central............ P =T -12 -3 351 53,838 <4 +2 27 35,663 194 185 165
Hounteif,...ceeenemoncsnaaan veracessasees -1 -7 +3 176 21,818 -3 +5
POCIEIC. 1 eesernanseancsannsroraninnans 0} <13 0 414 82,312 -5 + 2
+1 0 0 250] 14,310/ -2 +3
=18 +21 -16 B c [
-13 -3 =11 39 -9 0
+5 -7 +2 5T, 3,371 ~h +
West North Central..... veesesreas -2 +7 -6 41| 3,621, -2 -2
South Atlantic....vievsvonveccionnsss +16 -6 +15 17 1,Thb -2 [
South Central. ., uruirerecrcascsnsanes +9 -k +10 16 2,018 -4 +4
HOUNLALN. . eevsrssrvasrnnnranoas +10 | 432 -3 15 +46 +35
PACAfIC. . vaerraniosrroansasaneen ~13 -5 =T 57 1,37 0 -1
Electrical group, to8Ll...0ierencrnnsnnes +6 -8 4 127,148 -21 +11 54
Full-line wholesalers........... +1 -8 -1 95,320 =24 +10 3
Few England......... eens ver +8 -9 +8 5,571 -33 +12 3
Mddle Atlantic.,........ 46 -3 ] 15,115 -30 +T 5
East Horth Central........... .. + -5 +1 23,840 -23 +8 b
West North Central.......cuv.. -18 -3 =16 8,597 -25 +13 3
South ALIANtIC. . ueeusravaoann . +#6] -10 +3 12,308 -18 #13 51
East South Central,,....... ceehee + -8 +2]. §,611 -1k +8 2
West BSouth Central..... -8 -16 -6 8,870 -15 +13 44
Mountain..,...... ves <3| -0 0 3,268 -2k +h 14 5,111 1550  198] 134
PACILIC, s veranrannns +3] -1 + 13,120 -30 +10 44 20,832 600 236 129
Wiring supplies, construction meterials :
distributors....... . +2 = -8 7,05 -8 [*] 8 T.heh ol 62| 1k
¥ew England.... +3 ¥2 -0 Tz 5 -3 1 g 191 209I Eg
Middle Atlantic.. vesien -1 -5 -10 1,109, ~3 1 23 1,541 198 207 199
East North Centrel. + -6 -2 28 1,601 -1 -2 21 1,93 iy c 81 as9
West North Central....... +2 +5 -12 10 ok -5 0 1 905 166 110 175
South Atlantic,s......... +7 -6 -8 17| 1,553 -2h +4 1 1,058 79 L N
South Cemtral....ecuc.s. -15 42 -7 14 906 -9 42 14 1,176 18y 156l 177
Mountain, .. .veveennnrasas +5 -14 -1 5] 254 c cl - d ¢ ¢ c e
Pacific. . iueinennonann beeiisenenecen +16 -3 +11. 8 280 -k [¢] K
Appliances and specialties wholesalers. +38 =11 +37 99 21#,765 -6 +2h 84
few England...... hesesasenna reeesaee 460 -10 +61 14 1,93 415 +32 13
Middle Atlantic...... Y -T 431 21 11,160 -2k +29 * 13
Fast North Central,....cveeevnveoensas +66 -g +6k 13 2,540 +9 +5 g
West Rorth Central..... PN +13 -16 +18 12, 2,035 -2 +17 .y
South Atlentic....... . 3 -5 +38 16 3,157 -20 +19 19
South Central........ . -23 +10 9| L2l +4 436 8
Mountain...... PPN . +37 [ +hs 5 601 +2 5
PACAfiC. iiisusreeesenncarenonnnenees | #61 | =30 47 9| 2,113 +38 441 9
Furniture and house furnishbings.......... 412 ~10 +13 16 13,726 +h 45 61
Hew England....eeevessenoes R st 3 +13 5 769 +9 +2 E
Middle Atlantic.......... cavess +7 -19 +3 15( . 2,233 +13 +1 1
Best North Central....vevevesss . +6 42 +3 4 1,039 c c o
South Atlantic..... . -13 ~18 -1h 5 656 ¢ c ¢l
West Bouth Central.....,. +28 -2 +35 8 1,071 c c- c
Mountain,.... Ceeneeen +20 -25 +35 T 907 410 -5 o
PACALIC. . vuuneneseneonns +25 -4 +22 1 3,124 -5 + 9
} Hardware...... +1 -6 -2 3 48,692 -1 0 114
J Hew England........ A5 +5 -9 I 505 51 2 i
Middle Atlantic,,.. . +3 0 -2 28 7,151 +3 +3 23
East North Central. . +12 -3 +7 20 9,878 +1 +5 19
West North Central,., . -9 -12 T 17] 9,521 +1 -3 15
South Atlanbic,........ . ++ 0 b 24 4,725 41 0 20
Eest South Centrael....... . +10 -1 -2 1z 3,Th9 +9 -1 6
West South Central.,. . 2| 10 +5 15 4,507 -1 =5 9
Mountein......eones . -8 -12 -3 9 1,998 +12 +2 6
PACIFLC. tuvaeerasesenasararasasssanes -2 -8 -6 1k 6,659 -1 o n
Industrial SuPPlieB...vsveesasccearsasans +1 0 -10 731 10,688 -12 43 5
New England...... N T G 9| 743 0 0
Middle Atlantic,. . -13 -1 -27 16 1,168 -16 +h
%est Rorth Central. . -2 -6 10 911 -6 +
Heet Forth Central,.. -1 +3 i 9| 856 -3 -k .
South Atlantic... +6 +l -11 9 66 -7 -2 8
Bouth Central.. -1 +2 <13 9 3,972 -11 +6 T
+16 -5 +1 11 2,272 -22 +h 8l
-15 -1 ~13 2 5,584 -1 o 95
1T | -8 -101 %J 222 © € ¢
-1 -1 -6 b5 1,508 12 +5 17
East North Central, -8 -8 15 - I 1 1,521 -2 -2 26)
West Horth Central -39 b 22 B 1 697 -3 o
South Atlentic ~11 -9 -9 6 200 c < <
South Central -9 +1 -13 ‘8 27h -9 [} 1
PACILAC. cavusrenenas -13 +2 -17 33 1,107 -8 -2
92364 :
(Contimed on mext prge)




(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
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Sales

Inventory, end-or-month (at cost)

Stock-sales?

) Percent change April 1950 panel |i Percent chenge April 1950 panel ratios
Kind oin;ua iness April | April | 4 mos. {.No. of Reported April April] TNo. of Reported
geographic division %950 1950 | 1950 eateb- dollar 1950 1950 estab- doller {April! April |March
rom| Drom | from {Mastmenta| )., | from | from [lishments) 0 1950 1949 | 1950
April | Merch | b mog. | report- (add 000) April March{ report- (s2a ggg) g 5
1959 1950 | 1g49 1949 1950| ing
Lumber and buillding materials.....eee... +15 +10 +15 15 $13,373 +1 +h 50 $11,510 119 12 130
M1dQ1e ALLEHEAC..n.nsnannrnrnrs T30 ) 16 3115 3 3 5 B %
East North Central.....i... +7 +9 11 12 1,251 -12 -3 8 1,08 | 127{ 1k 12
West North Central... +35 +1 +27 7 836 -9 +h L 321 58 99 T2
South Atlentic... +52 +6 +29 8 1,611 -3 +8 6 1,126 | 135¢ 181 129
East South Cent: +27 -2 LT L [3 c < c [ c c
Mountadn.... -8 421 +12 ki 2,025 -5 +9 6 2,734 | 16| aky 160
Pacific..... 421 -6 +19 9 1,602 +21 -l T 1,709 )| 1317 126 127
Machinery eguipment, supplies (except
€1ectrical) civirernciotanaccoencnnannss -21| =13 -6 53 5,953 +10 +1 4o 13,250 }| 2631 187 220
Hew Egland.eseesseserecaseroanensns | 3h | 20 R 5 357 +7 -1 ¥ o 07| 313 [ 267
Middle AtlentiC.eseessorcncecreannss ~11 -1 -21 8 857 +7 +7 L 1,097 213 185 198
East North Central...ssceceseseceeas | 412 -3 42 12 978 +2 +5 pAR 1,561 )i 160 176 1kt
-21 -6 -22 8 852 -13 4 6 1,815 253 222 256
~52 -lo +5 [ 1,158 +32 -1 5 5,060 450 164 269
+1 +5 ~1 9 716 +2 +1 6 1,468 || 334%] 326 329
HMetalae.ereenasoeersereninesnnsosinaoens | 416 -7 +h 26 8,064 -1 41 22 11,090 )| 143| 193 132
Opticel BOOAB..eesvrsserosacosasnanonans -3 -3 -5 11 271 -16 (] 4 185 1571| 196 154
Paints and varnishes.cveeerreinevereenss +1 ! 417 -6 55 5,795 -2 4+l 18 1,245 || 253 265 285
-2 -2 -9 81 8,006 -8 -18 60 11,976 176 ) 187 212
+26 |  +10 +5 T 25 c < c e c c <
-1 2 -9 17 617 +6 +3 10 1,022 294 | 252 340
-1 -6 -6 n 893 +h +h 10 2,I4T | 258 ohe 230
-6 +7 -8 11 932 -1 -2 9 1,675 200 186 217
PCIfiC . sectiensroncrancrnsnocneanss -21 =16 -7 13 619 e c c c c e c
Refrigerator equipment, parte
(COMMETCLal) vversserearssarnnesnaransas +2 +9 +9 26 1,013 -6 +4 20 2,172 276 309 293
Middle AtLantiC..eessesevecconacnsns -6 +15 +9 [ 248 ¢ ¢ c c c c c
East North Central., tessrasaneas -8 +12 +6 13 109 [ c c c c ¢ c
Bouth AtLantiC.eeeersveserenerannnes -2 +2 +9 5 174 +9 +2 5 523 301 em 299
B2-To b = L -11 +10 +7 5 27 -6 +6 5 369 291 290 294
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies.. +12 -11 +17 36 3,909 +h +5 31 4,893 138 149 116
L N -6 -2 o] 43 2,335 +1 +9 k14 82 37 34 33
Middle Atlantic...... ves -17 -7 -2 9 351 +1 +1 T 100 29 2% 27
East North Central...ccesucevnennnn. -8 -6 -5 13 74 -1 +8 12 191 k2 39 37
Hest North Central.... PP +2 +3 +5 5 852 -3 +18 5 106 12 13 11
South Atlantic...ie..... ceses -1 o -4 6 338 +12 +10 5 209 T2 6h 65
PaCIfiC.ueeerersensane =12 -7 +2 5 234 -4 +12 L 17k 8 T2 66
Chemicals, 1NAUSEIL6)e..eeeenseerenacnas | 420 o +13 1k 1,950 -3 +2 10 1,249 ™ 96 75
Clothing end furnishings (except shoes). -21 -32 =10 23 1,814 +25 -6 15 1,589 20l 129 1
€Ol ivietianenetecarorsansonecnrsenns +8! -19 ~10 8 h,822 -28 +99 5 1,948 48 0 20
COnLeCtioNeYY.vsessrssasesrscacnoscanans ~h =12 -4 &7 1,437 +12 45 30 1,192 112 9% 11
M1ddle AL1antiC..esvess acreenreannn -1k -5 -7 T 32k -10 -2 5 153 73] 64 1
Eaat North Central........ . -6 -16 =11 5 T8 -6 +25 3 66 122 123 87
South Atlantic.....ecocua. . 1| 13 5} .13 236 +h o 7 2199 138| 135 118
Eest South Central........ -l2) «16 -11 8 153 <13 -23 13 27 69 78 83-
B0 § & (I +11 -32 +2 S 235 c c c c c c c
Dairy and poultry productfeeec.eesescess +8 +1 +1 28 6,297 -6 +17 17 1,623 31 37 21
Druge and sundries (liguor excluded).... +1 =17 +5 193 45,130 i 0 150 68,435 196 189 163
Nev 3 =10 +3 Ik 2,555 1 ~1 12 3,652 187 193 165"
Middle AtlantiC..esvesonsass 0 -20 46 27 8,086 i [o] 19 9,055 191 172 153
East North Central...... 21 1% +3 28 7,690 +5 42 21 9,852 | 168| 163 1hk2
West North Central.. +2| =15 23 5,457 +3 -1 20 8,991 1 190) 188 163
South Atlentic,... #3] -21 +9 h,663 42 -1 19 6,312 199 206 159
Eest South Central +& | a7 +5 17 3,025 +5 #1 13 h,983 1 eo2| 202 164
Wept_South Central +2 -18 +9 26 5,745 +5 -1 21 10,576 2ok 217 185
-5 -18 45 11 1,832 45 +3 9 k024 205 181
=h -15 -1 20 6,167 + +1 16 10,990 201 190 169
DYY B0OA8.sccceceuenssionrsrarnncnsanoen -9 -22 -3 169 31,730 -3 s} 138 75,129 g.g6 253 216
Hev Egland..ceeusissecacnaseceannes ENL -y =7 670 +15 +1 g 1,203 || 1 13k 1531
Middle AL1entic...vesnscveneernnenns +7| -25 +8 53 5,h52 +13 +6 28 10,818 | 3061 201 223
Eaat Horth Central.eecsssersessoenas ~5 -19 +3 1% 1,92 +11 -1 1k 5,226 272 233 223
West North Central....uscvvesveenss -10| 20 -1 14 5,389 +8 ~1 12 14,997 282 235 228
Bouth At1antiC.eevernesseeecrsaannsn =51 =19 -2 22 2,28 +3 -2 17 5,178 || 256| 235 215
Bast South Central..iiveeasinvaceees -8 -24 b 16 1,286 +18 -2 11 3,102 321 255 24k
Weat South Central....ovevsreseeena. | =11] -23 -7 13 1,243 14 -2 13 3,835 | 309] 2k2 242
LCELY b L R «3] -1 +1 6 393 +20 +1 5 L,174 | 334 264 286
PACILAC. eiiiirnrenrtiirannarennns +3] -1k +5 21 4,092 -9 +11 16 6,845 || 312| 329 213
Farm BUPPlief..csscesireteerannascensons =10 ~31 =b 20 4,613 +31 -2 8 662 58 ko 62
Freoh fruits and vegetabled..veesncees.. -22 +2 -16 13 5,959 -12 -6 4s 856 28 21 eg
Hew Bugland...cvansnnnsas -15 8 <17 10 359 +2 -15 9 53 20 16
Middle Atlentic......, -5 +2 -8 19 1,376 -8 -9 11 133 18 17 19
East North Central -10 +9 -3 17 1,k92 +5 +2 9 168 35 31 31
South Atlamtic... ~25 -1 -12 8 356 -18 +11 5 62 26 23 21
East South Central -5 +T =11 5 220 c < c ce < c ¢
PacifiC.covsvrranss -0 ] -10 8 1,427 +4 -1k 3 o7 23 20 23
Ja3¢4

(Continued on next page)
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WHOLESALYRS! SALES A INVERIORIES, BY !ﬂg&)ﬂﬁ‘ BUSINESS AND GBOGRAVHIC DIVISION

(oars ARB BHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERX POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Bales Inventory, end«ofw-ponth (at cost) Btock-gules ®
Kkind of business Percent change Aprd) 1950 panel | Percent change | April 1950 penel ration
and Apr. | Apr. | B mwen.| ¥o. of r., | Apr. . of
geographic division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | eateb- | Reported 2550 15;0 5:«:- Rapotted
from | from| from |lishments 5:}.1‘” from | from [listmentel Qollax [ Apr.| Apr. | Mer.
Apr. | Mar, | b mos.| reporta ugd || aow, | Max, | report.  values 1550 | 1949 | 1950
1549 | 1950 | 1iglg ing | (808 000){ jouo | 1950 |  dng | (%44 000)
Orocerias, YobaLl.. . reiiiereirniiiecinines | L] oLl -2 733] 81095180 w1 2 skl #aszerl 156] 153  wa
ﬁon;;fﬂlntod fulleline wholesalers?,. -'56 -ig -g ‘41% 5(1).%8_0 48 -?‘ HSZ Gg,;ga A58 by |  ahs
prefrgimer el IS B I | B | I I 0 N I ] I I
- # 11
Hest, Horth Oentral...oscoricisisuness | | 2 -3 e | 2| - ! i'é:’ég's’ i i’-}l’ 18
g::: angi:tm _g ; -g g‘lz‘ g.-g;r& +ﬁ 0 39 6,6271 1350 127 125
oot douth Gemtraro e L S | B A k| | 3| & dme) | W B
g::x;:::n. beseseeesranserrasatesenanee -115 -1(; -Jg % i’;’ig £ -2 18| 2,559 || 162 139 1h9
- - ,243 42 5 s,k72 || 170 144 152
Voluntary-group Wholesalers. .. .cesesss -1 <11 <1 143 37,818 -4 +1 121 50,952 159 166 12
Mo ENgland......ocvnvencscocncenacs | o5 [ oL ) 9 IS T 7 1,581 k139 1%
oy ; nhag :1 0] -1b «1 43 1, 1148 -19 -3 33| 14,107 | 155 193 138
Hort, North Gentral, on . oerollliltt 0" 4y 2 33 J898) L +2 29 8,370 139( 137 a2k
L +i -7 +3 30 8,231 +6 +h 30| 15,124 184 180 163
g:gl;iﬁtlantic.......... 4? -ill’ +g 1(6) ;,zgg 13 +11 5 6 ﬁog 139] 132 111
- - - ) +10 +2 5 Sl 130] 110 1k
Retailer-cooperative warehouses........ 45| -l2 +3 22) 8,982 [ -4 15 6,355 | 133 139 125
Specielty lines wholeBAlerS.,...veevees 4+ ~12 - -
sy i oo | gl el gl sl seael wel ) w merl ol sl w
Kiddle AtlantiC........... fevereneenn +7 -9 42 21 3,382 -1 41 9 1,791 || 108| 128 106
East North Central...uviecennssnnnss. | <10 ~21 +2 12 702 42 -2 7 7228 [ 60 62
South Atlantic,,......... +5 =13 *5 21 1,525 =2 -7 13 1,046 89 % 82
Fast South Centrsi..,... +18 -13 +13 432 c c < e ¢ c c
West South Central.... -7 ~10 <14 5 292 c < c| c c < c
PACIfIC..vuurrrannn cerieaiaenes ceaeen ol -13 -9 17 5,693 +24 -6 13 8,808 || =202 164 189
Leather end shoe £indingd..........a00ise -10 -1 -2 2 i7h <] -1 1 4
Middle Atlantic....... -2 +9 -6 '? ';0 < € Z 2.0 3 hot 362 kll
Fast North Central,. -10 +5 =11 6 83 ¢ c c c IS c c
West North Central.. -25 -17 43k S 58 ¢ c c c c c c
Pacific.....ouvee -8 -1 -6 6 221 c c c c c c c
Meats and meat Products.....eecerecesess -8 -6 -5 L0 19,101 +12 42 35 1,563 51 41 L8
Middle ALLaBbiC...eeeeeeenssnerens vee -8 -3 -10 11 3,514 5 W2 11 1,72 50 33 h7
E;as:fliorth Central., -ﬁ 12 -T 13 7,845 +20 +h 112‘ 3,915 53 39 50
acifiC.saunses wen . - - -1 5 3,033 +2 410 548 3k 28 27
Paper and its products,. +5 -5 +3 65 8,353 0 +h 39 7,066 14 1k 126
New England......... 81 -16 -7 5 225 3 ¥L L 332 || 252 | 232 285
Middle A1antLC...viveuiarncrocasnass 4| <18 +7 19 2,093 +8 +6 12 1,58k || 119] 116 92
Eest North Central.. ceeseeanes +9 +1 +h 21 i, 20h -5 +1 4 2,881 115 123 105
Yges:hn::th c:ntral. . fhverasrenan ;Z -8 -2 2 ﬁgh < c c c c c ¢
ow lantic..... vee +5 -1 2 c < c
PRCLLiC s veerriinrsoresrnsasnvonsosans +h +8 -8 5 T25 < c e Z ::: : z
Petrolewll, . ouvsrrnnenns e et aas -3 -4 -5 28 3,637 +9 +9 27 3,280 9 80 80
Shoes and other FOOLWEBT...veesseerenanes 1] -21 -3 28| 19,679 ° +3 20) 55,484 | 289 269 206
‘l‘oba§§: prod:z;s -x -§{ -g 225 3;{,2% —g; -; 163 13,6;3 57 54 58
Ell&l srsveesn ! - - s ~, - 0 &
Middle Atlantic,.,....... -7 -4 -5 63 12,359 -8 -12 42 5,29;{) gi’ gg 22
Eaet North Central..... Cerareaaes -7 -5 -6 57 6,h721  +15 +2 32| 2,501 60 49 55
West North Cemtral.....ecesveeses -10 -T :2 k5 b, 761 -5 -1 29 1,955 62 61 65
Bouth ALIADEIC. «euvnrrerresronananses -7 -9 21 3,765 0 -7 18 1,781 53 48 1
Fast South Central. 5| -6 S Bl ias] was | -8 7 Tl Bl | &
West South Centra +1 _ﬁ +1 27 2,100 4-1{55 +1 1% 500 kg ::2 s
Mountein. . +2 - +5 19] 1,211 - +3 322 hy 15}
Pacific... -13] =10 -6 2k 2,520 +2 42 13 63k 57 59 52
Wines and spirits®....... 5| -12 -2 317 17,925 45 +2 261  9,335] 1s2] 51| 132
el B 1 B N B | A R P - O
e Cenassvannnas . - + 5 + + 5 15 35
East North Cemtral......oosseeeevers | 9] -8 a 50| 0,788 0| 4k 1| 12)Ber| ol 6| 1m
West North Central......... 8§ -z2 -6 33 5,235 +9 -10 26 5,122 | 138 121 136
South ABIERBIC. s rvseeenranesavanaese | +16 a -4 ’42 10,261 -2 +§ k) 11,393 122 1'«6) 126
East Soutb Central..... -3 - -12 1 2,630 +29 - 13 3,503 u 12 163
West South Central..... -13 -20 -9 38 6,104 -10 [o] 32 12,679 229 221 179
MOUREEIN. « s vresneenonenaenns . 81 -5 +7 7 2,086 45 | 419 15 2,585 1 1k2| 16| 111
Pacifit..eeevarnss teseseaserreveneana -1 -30 -1 L34 9,818 +20 +5 28) 15,078 209 17 138
Miscellaneous.,....... e o] s -7 49 11 2,410 +4 4 by 1,293 | =219 251 188
NUEE The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of eetablishments not assigned to a geographic division.
Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (incluvding any direct and consi busi-

ness) for an identical group of firme reporting inventories in con,juncticn with seles.

Insufficient data to show separately.

L -TN -4

at the wholesale level,

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., V&.)

Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.)

East North Centrel - (Iil., Ind Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
West Forth Central - {Iowa, mu., Mipn., Mo., Rebr.,

¥.Dak., S.Dak.)
42364

Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

Hot affiliated with voluntery or cooperative groups.
Baged on reports submitied by wholesalers located in the so-called “license" States which do not have State control or

States comprising geographic divisions:

South Atlantic -~ (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga.,

monopoly distribution

M., H.C., 5.C., Va., H.Va.)

East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miu R 'L'enn )

Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

West South Central - (Ark., Ia., Okla., Texas)
Mountein - (Ariz., Colo., Idsho, Mont., Nev., NW.Mex., Utsh, Wyo.)
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UNITED STATES SUMMARY=GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

MAY 1950

Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were-
compiled from confidential reports submitted to the Bureau of
the Census from all parts of the country by 3,993 wholesale
houses in various lines of trade.

were higher than those for the corresponding month a year
ago. Compared with the previous month, paints and varnishes,
clothing and furnishings, farm supplies, and shoes and other
footwear were the only trades that did not experience sales

increases.
SALES INVENTORIES

ponding period a year ago. Regionally, all geographie divi- ¢op
sions experienced sales increases over May 1949, ranging 16
from 2 percent in the West South Central Division to 14 per-
cent in New England. Sales gains over the previous month
ranged from § percent in the West North Central and South RETAIL TRADE
Atlantic Divisions to 15 percent in the East South Central. May sales of independent retail stores, as presented in
- the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, were 5 percent
With few exceptions (machinery, equipment and supplies, above the previous month and 8 percent more than May 1949,

farm supplies, fresh fruits and vegetables, and leather and Cumulative sales for the first five months of 1950 were 4 per-
-shoe findings), May sales for trades covered by t_his report cent above the corresponding period in 1949,

junction with sales, the May stock-sales ratio of 156 was
points below the May 1949 ratio and 11 points below the
previous month.

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES,

MAY

1950

BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVI-SION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WEERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock-sales ®

(Continued on next page)

Kind of business Percent change May 1950 penel Percent change May 1950 panel ratios
and ;
May May }5 mos, Ro. of May May No. of
¢4
geograghic division 1950 | 1950 [ “1950" | estab- | “groioes | 1950 | 1950 | estav- | FoPoried | oy
from| from! from |lishments g from from [lishments ol Apr.
values values 1950] 19k9] 1950
May Apr. |5 motsb report~ (add 000) May Apr. | report- (add 000) .
19491 1950 | 1949 ing 1949 | 1950 ing
United Btates total..... censagreaany +9] 411 +1 3,993|_$699,752 -1 +1 2,922 $851,2092 1 156} 172i 167
New England.....eeesescess ESUS IS TS +i 239 31,311 -5 o 168 30,201 § 138} 66| 2150
Middle Atlantic,.. cesvepsrrsessasenae | #11] 410 © 43 750|  1hs5,2u% ~1 41 Lgy 1301093 13& hES 123
‘East North Central......ccvcecvrensocronns +13 +1h +3 809 130,760 ] +2 603 137,991 132 1ko 1)
West North Central...csvseeeserensvsveses +3 +9 =1 431 86,422 0 +3 3301 16,571 171 176( 181
South Atlantic......eveeenveversasnesaass ]|  +13 +9 +2 169 72,758 +1 +1 352 80,8124 1371 152{ 1k5
Rass South Central.......ccenseeseerosaes +8 415 0 203 30,242 +5 -3 2] 31,879 ako 15 165
West South Central.....oveissesesssorsens +3] +l2 -2 353 60,649 1} -2 277 gu,266 | 70| 76| 193
Mounbain, .voviveeenoneaas +9 +12 +h 171 23,732 (¢} [} 136 32,311 162 177 178
PACLTAC, s v ravsuneneraracannrasnnsnancsnes +71 410 #1 17 84,157 -2 -1 5| 107,729 || a7sl 193§ 187
Automotive supplies......... cermesneeness o #3101 416 +2 262 17,1hh [+] +1 154 15,077 || 2ko) 2u8| 263
+6 +8 -12 9 B36 T c c c < ¢ c
Middle Atlantic.... 0 +24 -9 37 883 -2 +1 32 1,70k 260 273 306
Eest North Central.... 4101 415 + 59 3,820 +3 +1 ks 5,493 | 208] 217 231
West North Cemtral., +T] +15 -3 i) 3,871 b +h 16 1,7a8 || =287 28571 320
South Atlantic,..... +29 | +22 +19 20] - 2,666 +2 +2 12 1,165 2911 et} 303
South Central....... +14|  a20 411 19 2,461 +3 +1 13 1,517 | e31] =21| 252
MOUNEALN. s s v ererrnennsronessssnassans 6] -12 -b 17 781 +18 -2 7 9651 289 233] 239
PBCIEiC. seatiinniasrrsrnssssesarennens +9 +82 -5 55 1,800 <11 -3 21 1,307 311 39k 3k2
Electrical group, $088Ll.ceevescssvsarones +12 +15 6 706 141,455 -1 +3 573 159,170 127 166 138
Full-line wholeSBlers........sesessesns b 411 ] 416 %2 h23]  10h,608 -16 +3 397 130,621l 130] 71| k2
© New Englend.......... ¥12| 417 +9 33 6,k95 -25 +2 32 7,573 [ 12a] 181 133
Middle Atlantic..... +1k +8 +3 6h 16,32 -20 +h 56 18,087 || “a115| 166| 117
#4181 419 +h 86 22,688 -16 +7 76 26,445 271 179 131
Weet North Central....isserersssssses <11 412 ~15 38 9,809 -12 +7 37 13,531 | 1ko{ 1h2] kb
South AblantiC....eeesessrevannaneene | 23] 423 +7 61 15,112 -5 +5 58 18,585 1 1271 167| 150
East South Cembral........... ven +101 425 +3 25 5,212 -3 +2 2k 5,h6 )| "110| 123| 127
Hest South Central, +51 417 & 45 10,408 -1k -7 b6 15,084 || 1ss| 176 182
Mounteln.......... +9| +23 42 19 k,050 -21 +5 19 5,361 || 132} 183 155
Pacific....vuus +T +12 +4 51 14,510 -22 +2 kg 20,650 pit 198 158
Hiring supplies;.censtruction materials
ALBETIDULOLB . cvveeeerennonrannssaseess | #15] 438 -3 154 9,59 -5 +2 91 8,062 132 1651 bk
¥22 | +23 = 13 507 10 B 5 263 || 1 2041 192
+11 +57 -5 ko 1,770 41 +2 23 1,658 184 197 194
$17| +31 +3 37 2,756 +4 +7 2l 2,703 | 13} 167| 156
-2] 428 -10 -5 -2 5 b2 || 127 18] 162
+29 +6 -2 17 1,542 -28 -9 12 1,021 73] 138 82
+6 +9L ~1h b1 827 -8 +2 T 767 179 193 21k
+5 +13 0 3 224 c c e c c c c
PACILIC. . iesenoceennsescasncncersarssi| -+29 +73 +15 1% 678 +5 +4 9 565 1hh 180 1k2
Appliances and Bpecialties wholesalers, +19 +7 +33 129 27,253 +1 -1 85 20,416 110 136 113
Rew England....evevessceesocnceconnss 12| +13 +50 17 2,060 36 5 1G 1,150 | 125{ 133] 110
Middle AtlantiC.ivsessssesesonassonne +1h -1k +28 25 9,830 -8 +T 13 %,783 102 155 86
East North Central.,....... ceees +20 <13 +54 18 1,981 +22 +6 8 1,h72 30k 102 T
. West North Central,........ 48 -1 +16 16 2,288 +h +1 13 3,739 || 170 176 165
South Atlantic....... eees +2k +10 +3h 18 b,175 -16 -7 16 3,35% 93 138 103
South Central...evvevessscsssoannnsrse -2 485 - 11 2,703 -5 -19 9 1,077 f - Bh 169
Mountain........ Cerrenervesesaseanees | #36] 452 +h2 1,203 +22 -3 6 1,36k || 147| 72| 178
L PacifiC......... ceemesiscaseansesesns | #3071 434 +59 1h 2,846 +11 -17 6 1,913 89| 109} 113
*Furniture and house furnishingB.....¢e... 430 ] +1b +16 16 14,882 45 [*] 59 20,722 || 164 204} 185
. New England.....couan ceenvepserennans ) #IT +12 +15 [} o6k +19 +T L 1,221 187 145 151
Middle At1antiC.....ceveveicnsseesvan | +24 49 +7 12 2,525 +4 -l 8 3,201 || 166 e202| 1%
Fast Rorth Central..... 1 437 421 +11 5 1,447 c < c c c c c
South Central........ P s ) +35 8 1,489 c 5 c < c c c
Mountain, ., +43 +15 +36 T 1,045 +18 +5 5 1,47k 196 221 { =205
Pacific,, +39 421 10 1,896 -6 + 8 2,824 161 239 166
Hardvware...... +11 +11 +1 12 5k, k09 +h +1 109 100,537 22 248 252
New England........ 7Y T =7 5 773 -9 -3 iy 1,652 | =272| 28k | 337
Middle Atlantic.... +17 +1h +2 28 8,330 46 -2 20 11,3 165 183 192
Fast North Central, +17 +15 +9 20 11,076 +9 +2 19 23,345 216 233 243
West North Central. +2 +10 -5 17 10,518 +5 +T 6 23,558 268 261 273
South Atlantic..... +12 +12 -1 23 4,523 48 -6 19 8,217 204 218 250
Esst South Central, +11 +13 +1 12 4,228 +8 -8 [ 3,665 1iTh 185 228
+10 +8 46 15 4,851 +5 +8 9 7,199 234] 2691 236
+14 +9 +1 T 2,157 +20 +5 4 2,812 306 298 314
PacifiC..iveirasensns beeranisieraaaas +9 +7 -2 15 7,953 -7 -1 12 18,723 || 277| 301! @298
Industrial.supplies +7] 410 -1 69 9,352 -5 31 58 15,550 | 217| 258 ok
New England..., Fo | +16 B 9 3 8 6 8 2,267 | 28k %h— 328
Middle Atlantic,, . -3 +7 -23 17 1,251 -10 -2 10 1,310 | 1551 801 1Th
East Forth Central......veecueeevnens | +2T[ 415 -3 7 695 -2 +3 6 569 | 198| 236( 221
West North Central.......... e +5 +6 -2 T 636 -2 +10 5 © 939 216) 218 201
South AtLlantiC.....eeseees care +1 -8 -9 8 561 -3 +1 7 1,448 || 253 26k | 233
South Centrel...essrserseooncrsasnens +1] 410 <10 9 1,383 -9 41 7 1,493 | 2051 2561 239
PACAFIC. sevvnrnsaosnnconcnsreancsanee | #19 +9 +2 7 542 -2 0 5 900 || 2611 300 27
JeWELTY o sererernnnssaes Cebeeeeenns e +7] 413 -9 159 5,943 +h +1 88 10,833 || 255 2521 271
Middle AtlantiC......cvese FSLY s =] 52 1,588 ) o) 21 N6 215 2301 230
East North Central........ e +7 +B -8 by 1,808 +1 +7 22 3,196 | 261 =267| =228
Hest North Centrel...... cereeain -8 +7 -20 12 520 -1 -3 10 1,160 || 285| =270 316
South Atlantic........ reanee +4 +7 -7 7 232 -15 -2 5 ko5 210 262 228
South Central . +8] 411 -10 7 204 R 41 663 || 388] Leo} 377
PACIPAC. ¢uveensneansrans 1] 49 -13 27 1,172 ) 425 -5 19 2,839 || 264| 21k| 339
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Page 3
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATTONS)
Sal t end-of -month
es Inventory, of -month - {at cost) Stock-salest
Percent chang 0 1 hang, t1
Kind of business Maerce M: : _ May 1950 pane Percent c] e May 1950 panel ratios
and Y Y nos. 0. of May May Ho. of
geographic division 1950 | 1950|1950 | estab- | FPOTESdH 1950 | 1950 | estan- | BeRORtedy s
from| from| from lisghments b from £rom [liskments May May | April
May | April| 5 mos. | report- | (a;: :gg) My | April | report- | velues || 1950| 1gk9} 1950
1gh9| 1950| 1gksh |  ing 1gho | 1950 | ing | (322000}

Lumber and building materials..... R +36 +19 +19 67 $13,755 4+ 43 %6 |~ $10,208 203 123 115
Mlddle At1antiC..covsravarrans +23 | 410 +3 13 , 408 42 5 5 986 I3 s by
East North Central.ssseecscs 434 436 +L7 11 1,655 -13 +2 8 1,099 85 131 120
West North Central... +70 +24 +31 5 911 ¢ e c c c [ c
South Atlantic.. #TL| 427 436 T 1,555 +9 -1 5 263 56 61 59
Mountain 481 416 #11 6 1,706 +2 -1 5 2,153} 16| 157 164
Pecific.. 7] 415 +2h 8 1,707 16 | 411 6 1,811 )1 1301 165 137

Machinery equipment, supplies (except

€1eCtriCAL) o veanusasrrsrennsrererenaes ~3] 430 -6 48 7,061 +10 0 33 11,573 8 224 | 184 254
Middle Atlantlci..oevssncess . 6 +9 -17 7 41 +1 4 LA 198 | 221 213
East North Central.......... . 4321 433 +7 10 786 42 -1 9 1,106 {| 11| 183 19
South Atlantic...... PN -20 +7 -22 6 8h1 [+] +6 b L,Th il 269 1ss 256
West South Central........., . R ] 2 9 2,774 423 -3 6 5,327 264 | 193 362
PacIfiC.cievriecaninaes eisenecrnanes -18 4 -5 8 534 -2 42 i 605 2891 113 253

MetalB.asenesosrsansnnses sernsans TN +h9 | 416 +11 26 9,182 -12 42 21 10,92 ff 1251 212 e

Optical gOOAB..eavrsroessss [T 47 +13 -2 12 299 -8 -1 5 145 127 w8 | 128

Palnts and varnishes..ivereeesnsscncoens +7 _90 <h 53 5,560 -2 +1 46 14,008 262 288 258

Plumbing eand heating supplies..... +17 +19 <4 85 9,760 +2 +1 61 11,850 151 178 i7h
New England.... ven +36 +18 11 T 30k ¢ c [ c el b ¢ c
Middle Atlantic . +2h 1 433 -1 19 1,050 42 -3 1 Lhsi I 215 § as7 300
East North Centra. . +13 +32 -3 13 968 11 -2 10 1,405 198 189 2h2
Weat North Centrel.secesecascss [ +1k +21 -3 11 1,123 +15 +6 9 L7717k iTh 200

Refrigeration equipment, parts . .

(commercial)eseceesionesceans venmnanas +2Q +30 410 27 1,224 +6 Q 19 1,764 196 223 253
Middle Atlantic... +20 +2h +11 5 252 c c c c c ‘e c
West North Central +23 +43 +15 4 287 c c c c el e c
South Atlentic... 429 | 437 +15 5 261 +20 -3 5 556 || 213 | 230 300

+10 | 427 +5 5 137 -9 -4 4 182 200 | 231 278

422 49 #12 | 36 | 3,961 4+9] o | 28 W28l 19| 137 130

415 | 428 s ko 3,h21 +3 45 3k 750 28 27 33

<15 | 427 -5 T 338 26 | 426 5 &7 50 k13 36

+60 | 430 +14 13 1,238 -2 -9 11 154 29 30 Lo

West North Central.. . +8 431 46 5 1,11k -13 +15 5 122 11 14 12
South At1antiC..eeesesssscrossoseces -5 | +18 b 6 +17 +3 5 215 62 52 72
.Chemicals, 1nAustrisl...icisensoccass 7 +1h +17 13 1,825 +7 21 9 719 47 69 5k

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes). +6 -2 -8 2l 1,551 +29 -4 16 2,530 184 153 185

COBL.taseensannsnossasnssosvsnnoanss R 431 | 411 -4 16 5,543 -55 +2 b 2,129 97 | 381 102

COnLectioneryeeseessseasssosnss wevsenaes +2 | 411 -3 46 1,517 -20 -8 28 1,038 95 | 119 11b
Middle Atlantic...seesmen. P 3 | +1k -6 8 357 I 5 N 133 63 53 &7
Basgt North Central +6 +18 -9 5 92 -6 -2 y 65 % 115 122
South Atlantic..... aeres +4 | 413 41 12 266 +11 -3 T 213 || 115 | 107 138
East South Central +2 +10 -8 8 169 +3 +37 i 37 8h 95 69
PRCIfIC.ceranrsonens -1 +18 +1 L 278 c c c c c c c

Dalry and poultry productd.ecieesscsccss +1h +9 +l 26 6,212 -1 +35 16 2,133 b1 47 32

Drugs and sundries (liguor excluded).... +7 +7 +6 195 48,347 +5 -1 148 67,528 182 185 196
New England...ceeseses T ) ) Th 2,356 5 3T b1Y) 3,253 182 I8T o2
Migdle Atlantic. 3| 49 +6 24 o2 +4 -2 16 8,280 [| 113 | 167 193
Bast North Centrel...... . +11 +9 +5 29 8,320 +6 [¢] 21 9,796 15k 161 169
West North Central.iese... . . +10 46 +7 20 5,181 +8 -3 17 7,616 172 17k 187
South Atlantic........ veveaans . +10 + +10 31 5,792 +5 -1 22 7,546 || 190 | =201 197
East South Central.eseiveecsa. . +7 +3 +%6 18 3,165 +7 -3 1k k935 || 191 | 191 202
Weat South Central.s..ies.cne. . +6 +5 +8 28 6,116 +5 -3 22 10,805 205 209 | © 221
Mountain..... ternsaererennasen . 48 +8 +6 11l 1, +6 +1 9 k,055 [| 212 | 217 227
PACIFIC. civesnrresatsecnsonaononen . +5 +8 0 18 6,557 +5 0 15 10,928 || 187 | 188 201

Dry g00AB.ceseesss 42 | 410 -2 17h 34,165 +3 +1 141 h, 84 )| 257 | 252 279
New England.... . #12 | 4k = K 7T +12 [ -15 T B0 | 131 [ 131 176
Middle AtlantiC..e.sesioviesnse +18 | +19 +9 5 6,245 415 -2 28 10,348 || as55 | 261 320
Eagt North Central.......... 2 | 4 +3 17 2,136 +9 -6 17 5,024 | 235 | 221 277
West North Central......... . 42 +9 0 1h 5,830 +19 + 12 15,578 || 271 | 230 282
South At1antic...esvsesecsss 48 | 415 0 21 2,427 -1 16 4,537 || 215 | 216 246
Bast South Central...s.css.. +2 +7 -2 17 1,378 +22 -5 1 2,958 || 293 | ash 321
West South Central.......... .. 2 +11 -5 1 1,h32 +1h -h 14 3,837 268 239 309
Mountein . -8 +1 -1 [ 396 +15 [+ 5 1,173 325 262 334
PACIFIC. serssesnasnssnaversoss rres +10 | #11 +6 20 k,102 -11 -3 15 ,02 f| 291 | 357 325

Farm supplieB.c.cscenssssceesn eieen Q -13 =4 19 3,801 +41 +#6 8 700 65 50 58

Fresh fruite and wegetables =16 | 436 -16 66 6,6 -15 0 41 756 20 18 2k
New England.... -9 | 452 -15 g 52 22 | <19 8 35 9 11 i7
Middle Atlantic. +h +30 -5 19 1,780 -6 +11 11 151 16 16 18
East North Central. . -1 | 495 -6 14 1,680 -2 43 7 161 37 37 5
South AtlantiC..cessesvons eeveda -22 +1k ~15 7 386 [¢] +2 4 62 24 19 27
East South Central........ erens .. +12 +27 -6 L 375 e ¢ ¢ c ¢ c c
PacifiC.ssneaes srossensenss eesesuaes ~11 +13 =10 7 1,254 +38 -29 L 91 11 [ 17

{Continued on next page)



Page } WHOLESAIERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOSRAPHIC DIVISION

MAY 1950
(DATA ARE SROWN BY GEOGRAPEIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF TNDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS }

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-galest
Kind of business Percent change ¥ay 1950 penel Percent change| May 1950 panel ratios
and May { May | Smos.| No. of Ma: .
geographic division 1950| 1956| 1950 | estab- | Fevorted | ol ‘f‘;’;’o oians | Beportea
B from| from| from | list S:ilu‘:: from | from [lishments| 3:%1“ l{';}go ﬁﬁ' 11%;(.)
May | Apr.| 5mos,| report- Y, r. ort- ues
10k9] 1956| “15b5%| “hmg | %2 900) | Selo| 1855 | "Pert| (ead o00)
Groceries, totale.eseesrosssrarsascarsnas +6] 410 0 809 | $120,218 +3 -1 619 | $129,9374 141] ks 156
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalersd., + +11 -2 555 0. ok +2 =1 439 65,937 137 1
s 2 39 154
91 4231 -2 6 1,427 +B 2 13 2,112 71631 166 T&
)| 412 -1 23 2,402 -3 -6 13 2,169 8 135| 1hh 160
1|k +h 1h5 12,863 +4 -3 115 13,999 134 ks 156
1| 49 -3 1 8,059 -10 42 62 n,27r|| 18| 73 186
: T 49 -6 58 6,639) 413 -1 35 5,967 | 127 121} 139
Bagt South Central.sessecsvecssoncres #7{  #11 0 35 3,990 -k -1 26 3,390 || 113| 125 126
West South Central.esesesesves : +2 + -2 103 13,422 +3 -3 82 ib,ois 137 a3k 146
MOUntain. ssensessreresoenssnaree -1 418 -1k 20 1,930 + +2 17 2,17 §f 137| 127 159
PACALIC. eessnrosconsiornnscasaranass 2’| 410 -2 |. ol 9,967 (| 412 -1 85 9,661 || 135| 118 1hé
Voluntary-group wholesalers. e, reieens #7140 +1 k2 37,26 -2 -2 11 13,666 || 146 158 6
FeW ENZIAN. . .aneereresesrarnensnnens | 3307 420 HL 10 2,83% 2 1 2 i:asa e eyt
Middle AtIANtIC. st searoncesas 81 4 + 45 12,533 | -11 ~h 31 13,28k | 137] 2168 158
Eeast North Central.cesssissse 45 411 -1 29 6,795 45 + 25 7,196 | 125| 1ok 132
West North Central...cessscess -+ +6 +3 30 8,751 46 -3 30 1,73k 168] 165 184
South At1antiC..eessevesessosscnsssos +7 43 + 12 1,824 42 -1 6 1,019 || 136] 126 145
PacifiCecsess 45| +13 S8 5 2,h01 4 -2 iy 2,202 || 123 122 1
Retailer-cooperative warehouses...cces. +7 +10 + - 20 9,692 -3 -4 13 5,801 11k 131 132
Specialty lines wholesalers.eeesscsecsss | +11 +5 =1 %2 12,557 || +2h +5 5k 1k,533 160 147 156
Hew EnglanGecssceccosccesracocssasone +3 [ + [ 115 T c c T < [ [
Middle At1antiC.iececroscssscnssnense + -3 42 22 3,205 +27 +6 11 3,347 138 11k 124
Tast North Central.evesseveescascosss 2] 412 44 1 T84 420 + 6 31 64 58 5
South ALIBNLIC.eesseerescorsnncsaces 48| +18 45 22 1,916 -1 43 15 1,k86 91| 109 105
East Bouth Central....cecssssscccases | 421 +4 414 6 295 < c c c c c c
. +5 +14| . -10 5 333 c ¢ c c e
PRCILIC. cseserasranconsssonasasaseton +1h 43 -5 17 5,69 || 431 + 12 9,045 || 216| 199 206
Leather and shoe £indingf..essevensocssne -3 +T ~2 31 534 +3 0 16 1,199 377 346 b1y
Middle Atlantic,. 0 +10 -5 T iy ¢ c c c c [ c
East North Centra. [s] +13 -9 5 60 < c ¢ ¢ c ¢ ¢
West North Central -6] 410 425 5 6l < c c [ c ¢ c
PACIfiCireiaresroocosavsocscossonsans -3 +7 -6 7 261 e ¢ c c c c c
Meats and mpat DProduCtB..esecscscssosases 41 47 b 53 20,388 || #13 41 34 7,567 48 I 51
Middle At1antiC..ceveersoenconesancen 6 0 =7 i1 3,808 a2 ¥ 11 1,821 Ly ¢ Tk 50
Bast North Centralesecesessesesccoeses s} 15 -6 13 8,231 418 - 12 3,762 48 th R 53
South AtlantiCiesssscescssseas -3 +h2 -11 S . 498 c c c c c ¢ e
PRCITLC e ierossocsnserossiesrsscocnas -1 +22 -1 4 3,438 e c c c c c c
Paper and its pa.-oducts +13 4l +4 67 8,682 -1 +1 39 7,317 139 160 146
21| 42k “1 5 279 -5 0 I 32 || 202 256 252
+29| 410 411 20 2,323 || +12 -1 12 1,574 || 1| 127 120
11 0 + 20 4,125 -3 +1 13 2,832 | 106| 123 116+
+h +7 -1 4 271 c c c c c c c
+3 +13 0 7 - 522 e c ¢ ¢ c [ ¢
-7 -7 -13 6 159 -15 +4 L 1,371 2691 280 232
POUrOLOUM. ¢ s evornetnsonseosssssosnanannse 48 + -3 27 3,730 49 -1 26 3,246 87 86 %
Shoes and other £OOLWEAT...essessvesansse +13 -9 -1 28 17,916 +2 +9 20 60,311 346 386 291
TObACCO ProduCtBresesvescrsessrorecscssas 421 413 -4 2688 41,059 -9 42 181 14,885 55 62 60
Hew England.escescssscsccosnse . +3] 12 0 20 2,00k +1 W i1 530 52 56 58
Madle Atlantices.eeessssses 41 44 <4 53 13,028 -23 4] 35 5,165 53 69 59
Eest North Central........ i 416 - L 8,113 +5 +6 13 2,782 55 55 59
West North Central..isseessssscessons +2 +1h -6 %3 4,715 -4 +10 28 1,992 58 63 60
South ALLANGIC. cessesseresvorsonaonee -2 +8 -5 21 4,078 -2 0 19 1,829 kg 48 52
Bast South Centrale.seveccesrsersonss 4187 a1k 0 11 1,297 43 [ 47 6 383 56 5T 59
y 8| 420 42 26 2,122 f| 41k +5 10 hog 58 53 57
12 41 +6 15 1,102 -2 -19 13 707 7 82 9%
-10| 411 -6 22 2,536 +1 -6 11 463 L6 52 56
+7 +7 [+] 285 73,547 48 +2 226 81,597 | 150 150 155
Rew E Revoroorsnsanenses 6 5 0 25 B,09L | +10 0 I7T 3,0 | I38] 136 oy
Middle AtlantiC....eceeess #0| 411 43 i 25,857 #13 :ﬁ 36 23,b25 || 128| 130 137
East North Central........ +15] 415 +3 16 10,407 -1 37 10,827 || 237] 151 146
West Horth Central...eeese +2 +20 -k 30 5,906 +2) +1h 22 5,250 156 1ko 1%
South AtlantiCesssvecnss +1 -1 s 39 8,122 +5 + 35 10,707 1ks5 137 124
East South Central..e... -1 43 ~10 18 3,153 §| 41k -3 15 k130 || 152| 136 169
West South Central...... +6 +15 -6 36 6,613 -2 -6 30 10,808 177 19k 225
MOUREAIN, cavesvarnsoresrsoscessssrnce +9 +3 48 17 2,003 42 -2 15 2,363 | 135] 147 3
PACIPAC. sseccancrvoensssresornasarses -+ +3 o] 30 1,395 48 | -5 19 10,693 234 212 23k
MiBCELlANeOUS . cosronnrsnessscorsanannsane 421 413 +1h 30 7,323 -1 -31 23 5,388 || 01| 119 129

NOTE. The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to & geographic division,

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales {inclvding any direct shipments and consigmment busi-
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

Includes reporte received too late for incluelon in previocus monthly trends.

Ingufficient data to show separately.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

PBaged on reports submitted by wholesmlers located in the so-called "license” States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution
&t the wholesale level,

[N -4

States comprising geographic divielonsg:

Few England -~ (Conn., Maine, Mass., K.H., R.I., Vt.) South Atlentic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., §.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.)
Middle Atlantic - (H.J., H.Y., Pa.) Eagt South Centrsl - (Ala., Xy., Miss., Temn,

East North Central - (111, Imd,, Mich., Chio, Wis.) Veet South Central - (Ark., Ia., Okla., Texss)

Yeet Rorth Central - (Iowa, Kans., Mion., Mo., Nebr., Mountain - (Ariz., Colol, Idsho, Mont., Nev., K.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

H.Dak., S.Dak.) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release wer= comipiled from reports submitted to the
Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,920 wholesale houses in various lines of trada.
SALES :
June sales of wholesalers roses 4 percent ovar the previous month and were 11 percent above sales a
year ago. Cumulative sales for the first six months wera 3 percent higher than in the first half of 1949,

Regionally, only the East South Central division indicated a dscline (2%) from May 1950 sales. All
geographic divisions experienced increases over June a year ago, ranging from 3 percent in the West North
Central region to 16 percent in the Mountain division. Compared with sales in the first half of 1949, gains
were noted in all but the West North and West South Central regions, which were off only 1 percent.

Most trades reported sales advances over the previous month and more substantial gains over June a
year ago, Only three trades (beer, farm supplies, and fresh fruits and vegetables) experiencad Jleclines
below their June 1949 level. While electrical wiring supplies and construction materials distributors showed
the highest month-to-month increase, 18 percent, metals wholesalers reported the greatest gain over last
June, 61 percent. However, for the first six months of 1950, electrical appliances and specialty wholesalers
led with an increase of 28 percent over the first half of 1949,

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers inventories at the end of June showsi little or no change from their May 31 level, but
were 4 percent higher than the dollar value of stocks on hand last June. For the most trades, the stock level
at the end of June varied little from that of the previous month. Coal indicated the largest month-to-month
increase, 56 percent. Compared with stocks a year ago, however, coal showed the heaviest decline, 42
percent. According to the reports of 2,905 establishments reporting inventories in conjunction with sales,
the June stock-sales ratio off 150 was 5 points below the previous month and 10 points lower than ayear ago.
RETAIL TRADE '

According to the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, June sales of independent retail stores were
3 percent above May 1950 and 13 percent higher than June of last year. Sales during the first half of 1950
were 5 percent above the same period in 1949,

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS [N THE MONTH OR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS.
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JUNE 1950
' (DATA ARE SHOWN BY GBOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DiSCIDSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

WHOLESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Bales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-galest
ratios
Kind of business Percent clm.nge6 Jum 1?50 panel Percent change June 1950 panel
and dJune | June mos . Ko. of June June No. of
geographic division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- “;1;‘1’1’::‘1 1950 | 1950 | estab- “;"‘l’ﬁ“
: from | from | from [liskments| _°v from { from [lishments ©: dJune | June | May
June | Mey 6 mon. | report- - (add \&578) June May report- (3;1‘(;83 1950 | 1949 1950
1949 | 1950 | 1okgb | dng 199 | 1950 | ing )
United States tot&l....essesesosseee 411 4 43 3,930 | $726,308 + 0 2,905 | $8ho0,541]] 150 160 155
Kew England..oessscessocossesvsvosanesess]| #13 +5 6 232 31,568 0 0 ¥ 29,740|l 132 | 150
Middle AtlantiC..cesecconccccoronsssessan]| +11 +2 + 721 1156:'?35 + +1 u;{'ar 122:;,17 1{5 126 Eg
East North Central..... erreens coscesanane] 415 + +5 8h | 135,223 + o] 601 135,614) 128 142 131
West North Central.. coessvsnesenssces| 43 + -1 438 oh,282 48 +1 337 126,683) 172 | 164 178
South AtIBNtiCe.essseonssssscsscorcsenscal #13 0 5 159 TL,TTT 45 -1 337 79,980]| 139 | ‘1ug 1ko
East South Centrol...ceceeesscsrsosssesces +12 -2 42 192 28,529 +15 41 129 27,262 141 | 133 137
West South Centrel..eeccesssnscsecosoraae +5 42 -1 345 59,799 5 -2 258 78,329|| 163 164 169
Mountain. . ceseessenes . Seessnesases| +16 +7 +6 169 25,120 +5 -2 127 29,079l 1k2 | 159 156
PACIfiC.ecveesononsesasanrsorcaranseranens | +Ll +7 +h 526 98,171 +2 -1 382 111,690) 158 177 171
Automotive sUPPlIeB..isecsrsessccrcssaesvs | #15 45 + 271 17,590 #1 -1 170 16,8u8|1 234 | =243 2
seescssncecsrass | HIG 125 -6 9 shT 2 -5 I 3 190 | 181 é%g'
resvevaveseres| 4T 12 -6 39 1,172 0 °” 36 2,354 28| 232 239
East North Central.. covesrsnsnee ] 413 +8 45 56 3,665 +8 +1 L5 5,070|| 206 | 199 218
West North Central.essesssecesscssses ) 41T 46 +1 b5 L,575 i -3 21 2,876l 252 | 282 286
South Atlantic...... sressaesenes | 430 -7 420 15 1,99 42 -2 9 827l 267 | =264 284
South Central...eeeseee +24 -1 +13 13 2,190 -3 -6 T 909} 189 238 238
Mountein.seeesssenss #15 +15 -1 15 857 +9 -1 L Ths5il 239 | 263 267
PACIIC esearroncesraascossosnoserens ] 4L +3 -k 9 2,5% -1 -1 L 3,669} 3081 301 326
Electricel group, t0tal..eecesscssesssess | #15 +1 48 651 | 136,111 -1 42 ST7|  16k,5h1)i 128 | 351 129
Full-line wholesalers. ceesenansses] 415 43 + 431 105,349 -2 12 boh | 135,912§l 131 | a5k 132
New England.ecescecesesssssocveasoans | +0il 0 +10 32 ,003 -I1 +3 32 T,709] 12! 168 125
Middle AtlantiC..cesesssesenssovnsess | +17 4] +5 61 16,17h -6 45 58 19,238} 11221 151 116
East North Central.ceececesceovsacses | 428 +5 +8 85 22,517 -3 +5 83 28,2554 127 170 127
West North Centrele..ecescccesnoveses 0 46 ~12 37 10,241 - -1 37 13,4368 131| 136 %o
South AtlentiCicessscessscsvsssvensss | 429 +2 11 58 15,333 +3 -2 56 18,193)f 122 |. 156 127
East South Central.. +16 +5 +5 22 ,806 +13 +h 21 5,079{] 108 110 112
West South Central +1 +T -3 46 11,139 +8 -1 h6 16,h90) 148 | 138 161
Mountain....eess +20 +1 45 19 4,074 -6 +3 19 5,502{ 135 | 172 132
PACITIC.rascnans cesvensasenss | 4T +3 45 53 15,062 -7 45 52 22, 7| 169 15k
Wiring supplies, copestruction materials T
A18LrADULOrEecsssrcnsesooravrecnssoass | +30 +18 42 132 9,537 +3 42 91 4,577 17| 252 137
New England.eessesecinesosaersvonaces | +31 +23 +L 1T SIe7 re3 i 1 170 BL 00 130
Middle Atlantic..... vervessusens | #11 +17 -3 32 1,177 41 +1 19 L,179) | 161 160
East North Central.. O -] 16 +T 31 2,578 +10 0 2k 2,723\ 1331 155 155
West North Central....c..... sevseases | #19 422 <5 12 1,535 +13 +T 10 1,b564 137 2134 152
South Atlantic..... beseesenseireseses | 468 424 48 19 ,008 -19 +6 13 1,098 60| 133 3
South CentrAl..ssecosessscsssvsoasass | 19 +9 -8 1 769 ~6 -7 9 ousil 148 | 180 166
Hountaine.seeoraoas +14 +15 3 5 282 [ c e c e e ]
PacifiCiiiocenss 436 +11 +19 i1 561 +18 +3 10 8s2ll 153 177 164
Appliances and specialties vholesalers. +7 =32 +28 106 21,225 +8 0 82 20,052{| 119 128 112
New Englonid..ceecesssacessasesnsnanes | +34 +8 e 13 1,319 39" -15 ik} 1,161 1ok | 102 132
Middle Atlantic...... R -19 +24 22 7,753 +5 413 12 L,966] 16| 150 102
Eagt North Central..ceeessecscesresne -2 -19 +hk n 1,702 +21 0 10 1,903} 125} 2101 102
West North Central.cescecesscesssease | 47 -1 +1h 12 2,171 +10 =7 11 3,hk2fl 160 | 155 169
South At1antic..c.vssrcsscacsssoroans +1 =14 +28 16 2,727 +7 -1 p1S 2, 781 120 113 101
SOUtH Centraliessenssssoscsoscsareses -3 -21 4 10 1,881 -8 -9 8 1,786| 97| 101 8h
Mountain..e.eees eeoensasssnaraess | 421 ~13 +38 6 813 ] [} [ 1,364]| 168 15 146
PacifiC.eccones vesnsssansassoraseseas | 434 +13 453 13 2,859 -4 +3 10 2,629 961 135 105
Furniture and house furnishings.....oe.s. | 426 -2 418 h 15,!;72 +9 -2 62 20,650l 1531 175 155
NeWw Englend..eessesescscascensess | AT -6 415 |y 8 -12 I3 I, 345 | 156 155
Middle Atlantic.. oo | ik + #12 16 2 85& 13 +11 1h 3,814 171 215 159
East North Central..ececcssscvassssss | 434 +3 +18 8 2,555 -5 -3 [ 2,971 130 188 139
West North Central..useeseess vorneses] 6 5. +2 2 2,415 +1 ~3 9 3,848)) 159 | 168 157
South AtlantiC..eeessccessceccnsesess | +16 -1k -3 5 780 c c c c c c c
South Centxal... +16 -9 +28 1k 1,67 +2h -11 b1 3,133| 1871 175 9
Mountain. 456 +15 +40 7 1,29 +42 [ 5 1, 3W8f 12| 1k3 163
PACAILAC. seurvrevnescsssovancasan erens | 423 -5 +23 10 3,108 +5 -2 9 h,004]|. 135 | 156 131
BOTAWAYE s eeasrarssrerasasnssnascsassses | +10 45 +h 136 55,603 +7 -2 108 99,k75 213 | 236 228
New England..... 421 40 -3 1 [474§ -10 <5 1y 1,577 26k | 330 272
Middle Atlentlc...s.... 426 +4 46 27 8,319 +4 -10 21 10,56k 1431 175 166
East North Central.ecscevsesecsnssees | 429 +6 +13 19 11,588 +12 -1 8 22,521)] 200| 230 213
West North Central.cecesseseseces 48 +12 -3 16 11,694 +6 -3 15 22,517 230| 235 268
50Ut AL1aNtIC.csseeesncnoransoeaasss | 422 -3 2 21 k,769 -1 -5 18 8,789 205} 250 200
Eagt South Central.escesrscccceeesess | +26 -5 +5 11 3,925 +12 +1 5 3,435( 190 190 169
Wept South Central....cveseeess . +8 +h 46 14 3,740 +6 -2 9 7,066 233 235 234
Mountain..ee... J P B +7 2 8 2,186 +8 -3 5 2,439)1 2671 =280 312
PAGILAC eenrarnnssasscasranssnsseeas | 422 +7 +2 16 8,675 +11 +5 13 20,547} 277 | 295 282
Industrial SUPPLIEB..cessrcrssssosrssnsas | _#16 +2 -2 70 11,750 -6 0 51 18,665[ 204 | 264 20k
New England...eeeecoceses cevvsvnceens | 435 +2 +12 ] BTT 1 K B 2,170]| 268 367
Middle AELARELG s v vnrnrnsrnsnsesnsnes | 412 +7 -18 17 1,337 -9 +1 9 1,324 15k | 196 155
Eagt North Centralesseseceseces . +34 +10 42 8 1,019 -1 [} 6 568 164} 212 198
West North Centrole.eececeesceceseses] 45 412 0 9 1,043 0 4 6 1,218{ 1891 198 212
South At1antiCesesvscssoncascsassocns] +T +16 -7 8 675 -2 41 T 1,461) 222| 239 253
South CentTalee censsccaressscnsnsses | 42 -7 -8 9 4,07k -6 0 T 7,486 =227| 270 205
PACITIC. cesuanan vevesseverasean +18 45 49 T8 710 -10 2 8 b,430) 175 289 178
JEWELTY . v vavarrsnssnsssostossnass +8 -10 -7 150 4,699 b 0 89 10,9301 318| 346 276
Middle AtIADLAC...vssseeses . 416 0 0 46 1,257 -8 #1 18 L,7H[ 3167 351 271
East North Central...esecoves +19 -7 -5 38 1,362 +5 42 23 3,187 2% 322 266
West North Central.c.e.veee-s -7 -14 -18 14 618 -5 2 12 1,83k 3561 357 296
South AtlantiC.eecsvsssascsses Q =10 -5 b 123 c c c c e [ c
South Centralesecceessesesssscrscscsen 45 -20 -B T 220 -12 +T 6 98}l k29| 510 32
PACLPIC. e recsavnsnsssasasveasssansns 0 =15 -1 3k 1,046 -6 -7 23 2,844 308 | 324 271

{Continued on pext page)
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Sales

l inventory, end -of zonth {at cost)

a
Stock-sales

Kind of business Percent change June 1950 panel Tpercent change June 1950 panel ratios
and
eographic divisiom June | June| 6 mos.[ No. of June | June No. of :
feosrap 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- | BEPOFYEd} 3055 3g50 | egpan. Reporeed | sune sume | ws:
from | from from | lishments v:1u:: from | from } lishments valnesl 19501 1949 1 ggo
June | May 6 wos.] report- ad 000) June | May report- (sdd 000) ? -
1949 | 1950 | 1sug® ing . (= ; 1949 |- 1950 ing
Lumber end building materials........,... +391 - 49 +2l el $16,651 +1l +2 ho $11,756 98 11k Lot
Middle AL1antiC...ieeveverncncanannns +31 +12 +9 13 3,736 +10 -6 [ 9_%9 37 38 I3
East North Central....cvveeeeresaness +34 +15 +20 11 1,6h6 -13 -3} T 776 T4] 109 89
West NOrth Central......cceeeesonnnes +52 +3 +34 5 936 [ [ c c c c c
South AtIantiC....einiveincsaseronsnss +74 ] +hl 8 2,049 o -1 [ 1,094 | 112 164 115
‘East South Central......,..... +52 +3 +28 b 1,019 c c c c c c c
Mountain,.,....... vees +15 +15 +12 7 2,639] +14 +1 6 2,791 4 115 121 135
PaCITiC. . uusnicnan. Ceeeeeaeeans +55 +7 +28 9 1,952] 451 +19 k¢ 2,262 136| 1ko0 125
Machinery equipment, supplies (except . ¢
electrical)............ reeenennans . 422§ 413 -2 46 6,855 +7 -3 32 11,638 203] 228 239
New England..,..... ceresseennaen +18 -2 +5 4 269 < < ¢ cf ¢ c c
Middle Atlantic...... everesians +25 | 415 ~11 9 1,089 +6 +1 4 1,117 186 214 198
East North Central,.. ferrenasae +39 5 +11 10 934 +8 -1 8 1,199 ) 1ibs 196 169
South Atlantic....,.. [ +10 -9 -18 5 701 vl c ¢} c c c I3
West South Central... [P [ 433 +3 6 1,916] 421 -2 5 4,898 1 276 | =227 358
PACLEIC. cureinioniiratnereeararnenes +46 | 23 +2 7 565 ~5 -6 5 1,362 287] k58 231
2 T 61 +8 +18 33 9,067 +1 b 29 10,536 0 1191 189 123
Optical g00d8...ueunrurerraraesrneennnnn. | 43| -3 -2 1 261 0] -2 L1 1284 133] 2136 13k
Paints and VArniBheS............eeseens +13 +6 -1 54 5,915. +7 +6 L4 1,791 256 271 259
Plumbing -and heating supplies..... .e +17 +8 -1 81 10,181 +30 +8 61 15,7724 187 166 187
New England. ..veeeeviensinecaseeoanns +49 17 45k +20 8 513 +871 435 N 752 265 347 305
Middle atlantic,..... +29 | 419 +3 15 45 43 0 9 898§ 162] 200 205
East North Centrel,., +30] 419 +2 13 13,3051 412 2 11 1,895 § 170! 196 203
West North Central.............. +13 | 415 o 11 1,288] 431 +4 9 1,845 1 156| 136 174
Refrigeration equipment, parts
(commerciall. ... . +16 +15 2 1,769) 419 +9 21 2,611 190| =205 20k
Middle Atlantic.... +15 +12 215 [ e c e c c [3
East North Central... +30 +231 T 556 < [ [ c c c c
South Atlentic......... +18 +18 [ 327 +13 2 5 518{ 181 203 210
PACITIC. .t iiiiineiiinaerenarenannn -2 -2 +5 6 228 +7 -1 5 485 ) 258 233 261
Surgicel, medicel, equipment, supplies.,. 321 +2 +13 36 4,280 +9 -1 31 L.603% 119 13h 122
Middle AL1ANntiC....veeenesvneennssnsn +19 +6 +14 8 750 c c c c c c ¢
East North Central...,.......e... 30 +1 +19 8 1,8k9] 418 [+] 7 1,70k 110 93
S0Uth A61ENtIC. .., ueeeerson..nn, +8 +h +5 7 553 +7 -5 7 T8ks i 1531 155 167
West South Central...,. +15 0 +16 5 4s3 +16 43 4 382 98 201 100
B N =1 +15 +3 k2 2,193 -1 +1 35 621 37 32 42
Middle ALlENtiC...invveusnennnnnnnnss 1] wes -6 T L21 43 -9 5 6L 15[ 13 20
Eest North Central.....ovvvvennnens.. o +8 +11 13 653 F 5 +15 12 201 32 34 31
West North Central........ceuensnson +11 | 430 5. by ii +2 [ y Wi 53 53 67
South AtLantiC....iceveeenvannsnannes -2 411 b 6 hhs -17 “17 5 178 46 56 62
PACILLC. . euiiirsarenrnnennenesnenanes 81 42 +3 5 353} --18 +3 b 178} 58 70 64
Chemicals, Industrial.......e.cveneenassn. +55 +15 +23 15 2,511 0 +6 11 1,233 601 100 66
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes),. +h =14 -8 22 1,056 +13 +5 15 2,111 1 22h1 211 181
LT +30| -15 0 17 4,875 ~h2 | 456 13 3,639 159| 307 5.
Confectionery........oceu.s.. 0 +8 -2 46 1,700 -3 o 29 1,093 86 88 gl
Middle Atlantic.......... 0 +7° -5 8 Log +3 +3 5 162 61 - 56 66
East North Central,,, 21 48 -8 6 179§ +23 0 4 654 87 3 96
8outh Atlantic,.. . +5 -5 +2 12 2shf  -19 -3 7 204 | 117 147 11k
South Central... +6 -7 -5 10 214 +7 +2 6 181 118 121 105
2L O -1 +23 +1 1 343 c c c c c c c
Dairy and poultry products............... +l +2 +3 26 6,917 -19 -2 16 2,162 37 50 ko
Drugs and sundries (liguor excluded)..... 46 +1 +6 1% 49, gl a d a 4 d d a
New +6 +2 +5 1 2,628 d a a a d d d
Middle At1antiC....cvevursunncnsonsns +2 +3 +5 27 9,153 a a a a a 4 d
East North Central....... RN +8 +2 +5 29 8,857 d d d d a d 4
West North Central....,.. 42 +2 +6 21 5,541 a a a a d a a
South Atlantic......eveuu.. +10 -1 +10 30 5,787 a a a a a d d
East South Central,,. +7 -2 +6 1k 2,878 a a a d & 4 d
West South Central +7 +2 +3 25 5,889 <3 a d d d a da
Mountain..... .- Cereeenas +9 +5 6 12 2,123 d d a d a a a
Pacific,...... +6 +1 +1 20 6,638 a a d d a a d
Dry goods....... F +10 +2 0 181 39,196 +13 +5 ik 86,806 | 258 2k9 253
New England........v..vus.s vens +k -8 -3 9 728 5| -10 9 o 136 13k k2
Middle Atlantic............ eee +21 o +11 4 6,653 +23 -3 29 9,766 | 228 226 250
East North Central......... veee +11 +3 +4 17 2,160 +9 -5 17 4,610 213 217 231
West North Central.,....... . +9 +2 +2 16 10,059 +33 +10 13 26,958 | 215 225 256
South Atlantic...... . +12 ~1k4 +2 23 2,286 +16 +6 7 5,235 ] 265 258 217
East South Central.......ou.venieens.. +9 -11 -1 16 1,189f 429 + 10 2,975 34k 292 295
West South Central......vuuvuesnennns -2 -11 -5 11 1,054 428 +6 11 3,120 | 296 227 2kg
MOURGAIN. L4 sieniinesnnnrnrnonnnsen .. +12}1 417 +1 6 LT T3 R o 5 1,173 271 256 325
Pacific....,,..... - +21 +1 +9 22 4 4ok -10 ~1 1% 6,175 1| 287 413 280
Farl SUPPLLeS......\ieeuessennsnernnnss .. )| -32 -3 19 2,972 +15| -10 7 555 6k 58 63
Fresh fruits and vegetables............. . -3] 416 +13 70 9,022 -10 -6 42 80l 21 19 23
Hew England..c.vusssivsnronneennanans ~15]  +13 -15 10 0] 3w 9 51§ 11 7 11
Middle Atlanbic......ierenneninnnn.n. +1 ] +21 -4 17 1,984 -2 -5 T 131f 19] 0 21
East North Central,. eteseraneen +17 +32 +1 7 3,299 -2 -8 9 159 24 26 29
South Atlantic...... R -17 -4 =15 T 372 +19 -10 L 56 22 15 23
East South Central........... +18 +1 -2 5 389 c c c c c c c
L & L +15 +5 -5 8 1,633 4321 -13 5 125 12 9 13

(Continued on next page)
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Page L WHOLESALERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
JUNE 1950

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GECGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF IRDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) "
Stock-sales
percent change June 1950 panel Percent change| June 1950 panel ratios
Kind of business June | June | 6 mos " ? 7 3
and . 0. O Reported une une No. of
geographic division 1950 1 1950 1950 estab- dglla.r 1950 1950 | estab- B);g;;::d June | June | Mg
from | from | from | lishments| .o " || from| from [lishmemts| o7 1950 | 1ok 4
June | May | 6 mos.| report- (sad 000) June | May | report- | (a4 ‘é(e]g 95 49| 1950
1949 | 1950 | 19hgP|  ing 1949 1950 | ing | )
Groceries, £0t8lieesascnssorscsssasacees 6 +8 +1 791 $128, 408 +5 -5 608 | $117,629 123 122 139
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers®. 42 +7 =1 549 64,6 +h -5 130 61,69% 123 120 1
Few Englande..ceeveesssssecssconnses 15 +7 0 i5 2,3&13_‘ F=3 -1 L 2,092 | 16| 128 _135‘
Middle AL1antiC.eesscerenssscasoonss 2] 412 [ 20 2,271 +4 41 12 1,961 § 125 122 139
East North Central....ss. +10 49 +5 142 14,12 +2 -k 113 13,235 128 127 133
West North Central....... -18 +h -6 67 8,094 ). 42 -1 51 10,690 § a5k | 119 159
South AtlantiC....eisenes 46 13 =" 59 7,005 422 +1 35 5,899 | 1211 106 123
Eeat South Central. -6 0 + 39 4,392 0 -1 28 3,64 | 113 119 1312
West South Central..... +8 +11 -1 9h 13,763 o] -9 80 13,428 115 12k 138
MOUNtAAN. o asresrnssosnsnonnesnanson 0 +9 -11 20 2,025 +6 -7 17 2,182 | 116 | 11h 138
PacifiCecsvcessarssncasnornsceessnns |~ O +5 -1 93 10,380 41 -10 84 8,568 116 113 134
- Yoluntary-group wholesalers...eseesoss 48 +10 +3 133 39,309 +6 -5 108 36,562 122 125 141
Few England..ceecescocncssssorsossss #12 +12 +3 T 2,497 -1 -2 I [5:) 125 134 126
Middle Atlantic........ creaeeres +10 | 413 +2 13 13,466 f| 413 -3 28 8,254 97 98 11k
East North Central....cecesesnsnsess +1 +5 -1 30 7,456 +1 -7 26 7,093 113 111 125
West North Central....ceeeeroscssnss +10 +10 +4 30 9,642 +9 -6 30 13,897 1k 145 168
South At1antiC.eseesesesssesscconcns +3 | 410 44 10 1,552 42 -5 6 967 | 111 | 107 136
PaCifiC.ereenracersracrvensseniscans +6 45 +2 5 2,523 43 -8 4 2,019 102 106 123
Retailer-cooperative warehouses....... +9 49 +5 18 10,237 0 42 12 5,719 117 12k 11h
Speclalty lines wholesalers.......-.c. +16 | 41h +2 91 14,2091 416 -5 58 33,652 |, 126 ;| 123 193
New England.e.ciceconsessrsrsesonnss 0 +1h4 -6 5 80 c c c c c c c
Middle ALLANtIC..sesesserssssonseess | +20 | 430 +6 19 3,948 || +23 2 13 3,368 95 93 125
East North Central..esssesesascnscss 414 | 42 +5 1 872 -2 ~10 6 170 59 56 67
south Atlantic.... . +6 -5 +5 2k 1,91 =3 [¢] 15 1,486 97 106 g1
Eest South Central..... . +25 +2 +17 [ 568 c c c [ c c e
Wegt South Central....ceesses-sssoes +1 -1 -8 5 331 3 c c c c [ e
PACITIC. cneesserenrrnes +17 | +1h -2 15 6,081 +17 -10 11 7,732 | 169 162 218 .
Leather end shoe findings.. vrevesese [ 43 +9 -1 29 535 41 0 16 1,078 | 3681 350 370
Middle AtlantiC.eese-essnesacs . +8 +15 b 6 39 c c c c c c c
Eest North Central.eceecesss .. +7 +8 -6 5 65 c ¢ c (3 c c c
West North Central.ce.ceisecvascicnss -k +11 +19 5 71 c c c c c c c
PACILAC. s evsossocsssessssessssacrans +7 +11 -3 T 290 [ c c ¢ c c <
Meats and meat ProductB....ceserecaceses +3 +10 -3 39 22,265 +26 +1 33 7,646 Lk 36 49
Middle Atlantic........ 13| +16 -3 1T 4,550 || 413 [4] 5y 1,828 1¢] 10 BT
East North Central. -6 “ 13 8,590 | +45 43 12 3,884 48 31 48
PACILAC. covesrrossorsanssnsersosasne 418 +6 42 5 3,893 || +11 43 4 5Th 29 29 29
Paper and its ProductB.ieeecscesercocese +19 +8 +T 61 9,283 +5 +1 31 __T,hoh 130 1h2 138
Middle Atlantic...e..es +27 +9 +1k 19 2,525 | 417 +7 12 1,68k 106 | 115 111
East North Central..... +19 +5 +8 20 b, ko7 +6 +2 | 7 2,97 106 | . 111 105
Vest North Central..... + +3 [¢] ’ b 278 c c c c c c c
South Atlantic.......s. 3 45 +1 6 Los c c c c c c ¢
PRCALIC.crsensnreosanes +11 | 430 -9 5 960 -8 i L 1,520 || 207 | =218 279
PeLrOLeUtl. s vvrrserssonsnsesoovasnassnss 49 -9 -1 27 3,408 48 +8 27 3,525 103 104 86
Shoes and other foOtWeAT..csveseesarsone 4 48 Q - 28 19,513 o +2 21 61,803 323 333 3bs
TObACCO ProductBe.cessessersossoecnsrsoss 42 +5 -3 286 41,025 =10 -1 179 13,205 48 56 52
Nevw Bogland....eceseees +3 +9 +1 23 3,501 -1 0 Tk 59k %3 i g
Midale ALAntIC..ceracosaorrorcenren +7 8 -2 56 14,503 -23 -4 37 5,164 | - 65 52
Eset North Central..... veeennen 5} 41 -l 6k 7,593 +1 -3 39 2,373 52 52 54
West North Central..,.. crveesan -3 44 -6 46 5,608 +7 46 30 2,207 57 Sh 59
South Atlentic...eeeses A -2 +10 =5 19 3,136 -3 +1 17 1,119 Lo by L
Fast South Central...... ves +22 +T +2 11 1,013 +h =3 [ 372 kg 65 56
West South Central.cceeseccceccconos +3 -5 +3 26 2,189 +23 4+l 10 428 40 33 36
MOUDERAN. 4 v sronsasesonorossvensnnse 411 -1 +7 17 892 || -18 -5 13 ] 66 87. 70
PECLLLC. caersesnrasvorsossessnssnnss -10 46 -6 .24 2,690 +5 411 13 506 L9 52 L6
Wines and spiritsf...ccviiiiiiiinncinane 6 0 41 295 19,435 49 -1 2o 89,005 | aki| 139 141
Few England.e.cesescecccsseoncsosseae | +HL [ +13 2 25 },991 8 0 20 §,27% | 113 | 109 130
Middle Atlantic...... 43 -l 43 W7 26,069 || *10 4 k2 28,197 | 137 | 130 122
East North Central... +1h -3 +5 50 11,658 |t . 4T 41 39 12,190 || 133 | 1kS 128
West North Central... 12 +h -6 30 6,176 ||  +30 -2 23 5,627 | 19! 111 163
South Atlantic..... -4 -5 -3 43 8,846 -4 -8 ko 11,051 130 129 134k
East South Central... -6 -13 -9 16 2,34k +3 -1 13 3,376 172 121 152
Hest South Central.cevsesceerassenves +15 -13 b 36 6,264 +3 [¢] 29 11,013 191 219 166
MOUNbAIN, e vesocareacassonsassvesanss | 423 48 +11 13 1,846 || +10 -2 1 1,791 | 17| 138 125
PACILAC ecossorsnsonsersraaessesanes | 425 | 428 +3 35 2w #a3 -8 23 11,486 | 143 | 150 210
MiBCELIANLOUB ., crscososrsuvsosstossssnnne +2h -15 +10 31 6,237 -9 -b 2% 5,401 120 165 105

LY -3

KOTE: ‘The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment busl-
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

Includes reports received too late for imclusion in previocus monthly trends.

Insufficient data to show separately.

To be published in the June issue of Trends In the Drug Trade.

Not affiliated with voluntaery or cooperative groups. i

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the po-called "license" States vhich do not bave State control or monopely distribution
at the wholesale level.

. States comprising geographic divisioms:

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., K.H., R.I., vt.) South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 8.C., Va., W. Vva.)
Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

East North Cenmtral - (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohic, Wis.}’ West South Central - (Ark.,la., Okla., Texas)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Mion., Mo., Nebr., Mountein ~ (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utsh, Wyo.)

K.Dak., S.Dak.) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from reports submitted to the
Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,073 wholesale houses in various lines of trade.
SALES

- Wholesale dollar sales for the month of July jumped 16 percent above the previous month in a gain
contrary to the usual seasonal pattern, Compared with a year ago, July sales registered an increase of 40
percent to bring the wholesale sales index (see below) to its highest level. Cumulative sales for the first
seven months were 8 percent above the corresponding period of 1949, :

Regionally, gains over the previous month and over July 1949 were experienced in all geographic di-
visions. The Pacific region led all divisions with an increase of 23 percent over June 1950 and also with
the most substantial gain over July a year ago, 57 percent. _ i

Most trades followed the national pattern. While 13 trades lagged behind June 1950 sales, their de-
clines were smaller than seasonally expected. Only two trades, farm supplies (-10%) and fresh fruits and
vegetables (-8%) reported sales lower than a year ago. Metals (+86%) experienced the most substantial
gain over July 1949, Electrical appliances and supplies and plumbing and heating supplies, which increased
80 percent over a year ago, indicated the largest gain over June 1950, 39 percent.

INVENTORIES .

July 31 inventories of wholesalers declined 7 percent below their June 30 level but showed little or no
change from the dollar value of stocks on hand July 31, 1949, Most trades, however, reported increased
stocks over July a year ago. Meats and meat products, up 34 percent, showed the largest rise over the
July 1949 stock level. According to the reports of 3,091 establishments reporting inventories in conjunc-
tion with sales, the July stock-sales ratio of 119 was 31 points below the previous month and 48 points lower
than a year ago.

RETAIL TRADE

According to the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, July sales of independent retail stores de-
clined 4 percent below June 1950 but were 27 percent higher than July of last year. Cumulative sales for
the first seven months were 8 percent above the same period of 1949, ’ :

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES

- (Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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BASED ON REPORTS SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS.
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.DATA IX THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH OR FOR SEASOMAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS.
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JULY 1950 ‘
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOQRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

WHOLESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOURAPHIC DIVISION

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at oost) Stock-sales®
Kind of busines Percent change July 1930 panel Perocent changel July. 1950 panel ratics ‘
8

July § July | 7 mos, No, of July July No. of

E-eogm-pﬁ’i’g division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab. | ROPOTted 355 | 1950 | esten- Reported sy | ny | sue
from | from | from {1ishments L from | from flishments | °- 1950 194% Y650
July | June | 7 mos report- |. values July | June [ report- ues
1949 | 1950 | 19490 || ing | €249 000) § j0s9 | 1950 | ing | (8dd 00O)

United States tobtalesscessvecvicsnnas | 40 +16 48 4,073| $849,769 [¥] =7 3,091 | $820,4931 119 167 150"
N !

New EnglonGesssessnssassoesnossnasrsansans | 41 +14 '410 2291 - 35,24l 4 -7 167 26,835| 05| 158 130

Middle Atlantioscusessiisssssrocrasnsecave | +42 +10 ! 755 166,677 [¢] -6 528 127,774y 1021 145 118

Toot North Oentrolisscvavsasaisesienannans] 441 +11 +10 811 151,143 =1 -8 638 134,452 106] 152 130

Weat North Centralecesveesssvssvsivianaion| 437 +18 +4 449 114,829 +5 =5 360 132,480) 139| 180 176

South AbLantiCesevessssrenssarvosnsrnsesne| +38 +1.8 +8 489 88,597 -2 -8 367 80,9694 109| 154 143

Eaeh South Centrelsscsescsniss eens | 438 +18 +7 202 35,606 +6 -9 149 32,1881 110 144 144

West South Central.... o ve| 432 +20 +4 389 76,283 -2 =10 303 78,4401 124§ 165 165

Mountadfiss coersnnsessonasaarnrnnnisavsnans| 437 +15 +11 181 30,608 + -7 140 30,281} 118 156 147

PacifiCessissscrnsennorcvaracnnensviosnnss | +57 +23 411 518 120,705 -3 -8 389 108,650 118 191 160

Automotive supplies.siveivssransercans +43 +26 +10 278 23,115 +3 =1 176 16,8050 185 239 207
New Englondecssecesrsonnsvansas +47 +2 -1 7 388 ¢ [ [ [ [ [ [
Middle AtlantiCesesvanssae +39 +21 0 39 1,287 +3 +1 35 1,941} 174 238 213
East North Centralevesevas +37 +16 +10 59 4,45 +9 -1 47 5,505} 169} 201 197
West North Centrals.eevv.ev.. +36 +25 +6 45 5,713 ~7 ~4 21 2,749 188] 270 249
South Atlantice.seisvevessnnens +67 +37 +28 18 3,324 +3 o} 10 911l 237] =291 273
South Cenbralsseensecsirsssnesasnnanss| +70 b +22 17 3,462 +6 -1 11 1,251) 140 206 182
Mountainesisessesesssssnnasnnescnnecne| +47 +27 +7 19 1,277 +14 -3 8 1,063 193§ 247 237
PaclfiCorsanaersonsravocaresrsescrsnns | +23 +17 0 75 2,919 0 -1 I 42 3,2778 246 298 300

Electrical group, totalecesssisssvascreeas | 459 +27 +15 660 175,418 | - -12 =20 588 132,144 801 144 127

Full-line wholesalerSescevesansessvaanes | +57 +28 +11 417 135,892 =14 -21 409 107,836 gg 146 130
New EnglanGecccesesssenssonsssanennnne | +71 +23 T +18 31 7,732 -16 ~lb 31 6,470 41 172 12}
Middle Atlanbleecasicneiivrnnseanansas] +59 +18 +121 . 61 18,921 -8 -12 59 16,999 911 157 122
East North Centraleivevcrsessonsssnsss| +57 +22 +15 82 27,624 -14 =20 80 22,411 82 150 125
West North Cenmtralesvivesiiecvsennesss | +38 430 -5 37 13,365 =11 ~22 37 10,542 791 123 131
South Atlanticesssceeviveasnencsnesnne| +50 +17 +17 62 18,114 -9 -22 60 14,327 821 136 123
East South Central..cc.cva.nn +40 +24 +11 25 6,784 -6 -23 24 4,326 65 97 105
West South Central........ +50 +i0 +5 46 15,575 -15 ~32 46 | 11,247 721 128 148
Mountaine.eoestes +58 +31 +#13) 19 5,347 ~18 ~21 19 4,374 821 1s8 135
Pacific, +80 +47 +15 54 22,450 =22 -23 53 17,140 - 77| 176 147

Wiring supplies, construction materials

distributors... eeanans +36 -1 +6 132 9,347 +4 +3 90 7,751 1143, 151 107
New Englandeecusssasss -6 +7 14 605 +13 +1 © 3400 1451 188 113
Middle Atlantice... +2 0 33 1,199 +2 =2 18 1,179 146 192, 150
Fast North Central. +3 +12 30 2,628 +7 0 24 2,539{ 124 167 128
West North Central. +12 +1 9 1,380 +10 -5 7 866} 103 140 119
South Atlanbtic... -36 +9 14 1,150 ~20 o] 10 731 761 120 45
South Centrale...... +#17 -2 15 1,449 +3 +20 12 1,302 118 | 137 115
Mountain..esesess. +32 +12 5 373 e [ c c c c [
Pacifice...... PN +13 +22 12 563 +20 +5 11 6490 1171 138 126

Appliances and specialties wholesalers.. +39 +35 111 30,179 -8 -2L 89 |. 16,557 701 134 119
New Englandecsecseaesass +18 +58 12 1,427 +5 -25 10 734 60 113 P 96
Middle Ablantice...... +43 +32 23 10,717 ~21 ~26 12 3,733 661 160 110
East North Central...... 85 +57 16 3 ,230 =7 =32 12 ;.,gle'; gg 1352 i_zg
West North Cenmbral...... +40 +20 12 2,814 +5 -10 12 502 pL
South Atlanticesseeeisasencsesscnnnses | +57 +42 +32: 18 4:664 +1 -11 17 2,979 73] 113 11e
South Centralesescsaaneses +22 +19 +7 12 2,633 by ~14 10 1,967 76 97 105
Mountaineeeseeecsacees | 495 +41 +45 7 1,269 +2 24 7 1,/];5]_3 2; ;.gz lgi
PacifiCe.vsusaeronnonsanronscacas . . +85 +18 © 357 11 3,225 30 ~36 9 1,

Furniture and house furnishings....... sese ) #39 +1 +21 87 16,330 +11 +1 70 22,2434 1561 196 156
New Englandesvececsss sesean +38 -6 +17 4 739 +15 -6 %4 1,075) 3451 175 145
Middle Atlantic...... .o | ¥114 +18 +22 17 3,276 -3 ~15 ‘14 3,408Y 137| 337 187
Fagt North Central........vevnvene .o +94 -20 +28 8 2,037 -6 -2 ] 2,912 63| 373 130
VWest North Central.... cesanevanses ) +54 -18 16 ]_8 2,222 +17 +13 13 4,534 222 28: 152
South AtlantiCe..scissaciocssaasasesean} +24 <27 +1 1 e c ¢ e
West South Centralie....vaivecusncnns <1 +13 +20 +26 i3 2,016 +13 -5 i3 2,951 1461 147 185
Mountaine. ... “ea ceeenese| +40 0 +40 7 1,261 +97 +32 5 1,664 205{ 136 138
PacifiCesesrenvesnosonannes . +3 +21 +18 12 3,902 +10 +8 10 4,639) 124 114 140

HArdWwaTCesseesssoosanessnssoranns e +55 +12 +10 154 65,557 +2 -9 127 97,585|| 1761 267 217
New Englandecsscaseesasas veseee +47 -16 +3 4 541 -14 -6 PA 1,281 274 471 244
Middle AtlanticCecevesess vese| ¥35 -15 +10 36 7,427 +9 -8 29 11,153) 184 224 164
Fast North Central.... +67 +13 +20 21 13,564 +4 -10 20 21,198 162| 259 202
West North Central...... +41 +13 +3 18 13,745 0 -8 17 21,451) 188| 259 228 R
South Atlantice..occisesses +55 +23 +9 25 6,606 +7 +4 21 10,726 1811 266 218
Fast South Central. +63 +24 +13 12 5,009 -7 -18 10 5,426% 123 218 190
West South Centralecivsssscscnenas +51 423 +12 14 5,897 o] =7 8 6,1664 173 266, 237
MOUITE@1 ke s + 0 e vnvanerssnenseonenenasnns | +40 +7 +7 9 2,488 +2 -9 6 2,52; ig; %g g;g
PACITICe veenernnrnesvscsassnsasononass] +#81] 421 11 15 10,280 -2 -11 12 17,

Industrial supplieSesssscacensae $44 +10 +3 93 11,904 -3 -2 67 16,7931 182 261 201
New Englaﬁg. ..... vans +63 +2 +16 8 527 -4 Q 7 1,4000 299 536 309
Middle Atlantic..... +52 -2 -11 20 1 i322 +2 +2 12 1,349 169} 214 152
East North Central.. +52 +2 +7 8 798 o -1 7 6404 1681 229 166
VWest North Central.. +38 +7 +5 9 1 alél -1 -g g l,éég igl; 2'373 ;gg
South Atlantices.vesen +44 +10 -3 9 482 -5 -

South Central....... +33 w7 -3 40 4,767 0 -1 20 7,3840t 198 245 227
Pacificeceon.nes . +60 +10 +20 9 2,897 =12 -3 7 4,010 149 275 170
Jevwelryeseocacoee tertresrseraesaanee +50 +10 =2 154 5,;6?) -5 0 88 11,117\ 282 447 32?;
. New lande.es.. rease| +68 -2 +2 6 2 [ c < e c e
'ﬂidd]f:gm;lantic. saive ceven +75 +10 +6 48 1,468 -8 0 18 ) 2,003 288] 582 360
East North Centrali......... +31 -4 -1 40 1,323 0 -3 24 3,018 =287| 387 283
West North Central....ececesse +47 +19 ~12 14 7;; -8 -1 12 1,865] 280 444 352
uth Atlantic..eevcernavvreas +23 +18 -2i 6 1 Pooc c c c S e
ggutz Cexlﬂzrai. srsessreseruae +54 +26 -1 8 296 -6 -3 7 985\ 341} 627 442
PacifiCecesvseroncassansoas veeessvesee| +52 +21 -5 29 1,199 T -l +6 20 2,869 262| 405 303
faA213

(Continued on next page)




WHOLESAIFRS' SALES AN INVINTORYES, %L!é.mﬁgoOF BUSINGSS AND GEOORAPHIC DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOURAPHIO DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPEHATIONS)

Puge 3

Sales Inventory, endwof-month (at. cost) Stockesalos?
Kind ognguainess Percent ‘change July 1950 panel Percent change| July 1950 panel retios
geographie divielon July | July |7 mos. No. of July | July | No. of
' 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- | BOPOTed | 3guy | 15y | ggian. | Reported
ar dollar ffuly |July June

£rom | from | from lighments values from | from |liishments values  [1950 | 1949 1950

July | June |7 mos, peporie (sdd 000) July | June report- (add 000) : .

1949 | 1950 | 1949 ing 1949 | 1950 ing - .

Lurber and building materialoe.eesosses +68 - +29 69 $15,101 416 =t 47 $10,053 96 129 93
Middle AtLuntic..vesisvnvririsnaanse +52 -7 +14 11 3,211 w3 +6 5 863 40 54 32
Eust North Centralessreerverseionen +70 +7 +27 11 1,757 «18 w9 7. 707 64 127 %4
Mest North Gentral.. +23 +10 | . w4l A ) 1,063 [} 8 [ 0 [} ¢ ¢
South Atlantloeeivane, +87 =15 +47 é 1,135 wb 7 4 180 80 121 74
Eaat South Oentralaeseseseavrvennvas +89 w8 | | +37 5 1,198 [ @ ¢ [ e e 4
Mounteadtia s sorssiavenninisnvasnsesnos +41 o] +17 7 2,648 +13 il 6 2,672 } 115 141 118
PAGIILG v ovnvinvanenserssnsnrnarnvas | +110 =6 +35 9 1,674 +48 ~6 7 1,804 | 126 184 128

Machinery equipment, suppliea (except .

eleetrical).....‘.u.................,.. +32 =t +2 46 6,883 +3 «8 34 11,348 | 194 241 207
Middle Atlantic..... N +37 -12 ~6 7 907 +28 +7 4 1,122 | 205 232 180
Eagt North Central.visvse... . +47 ~12 +15 11 862 +10 +1 9 1,268 | 164 203 144
South Atlanticeieisereiacsss see +18 7 ~14 7 755 b +1 5 1,825 | 293 346 273
West South Central....... YT +32 +13 46 5 2,155 +8 w17 4 4,042 |1 193 235 276
Pacific ciinisiniiiiiinniisieniseiss | 499 +9 +14 8 868l .14 -9 5 1,234 f 251 65 287

LT BT +86 =3 +26 32 9,510 +6 e 28 12,361 1 133 232 123

Paints and varnishes...ivevesevenrnecnes +15 +1 A2 53 55903 +8 4+ 46 15,054 | 264 281 264

Plumbing and heating gupplied.inveeaiaa, +80 +39 +10 82 14,618 426 =10 60 14,457 0 116 166 183
New Englend.sussssessosnass e +89 +30 +29 6 466 e e e [ [ ¥ c c
Middle Atlentic.... . +56 +12 +11 18 1,405 +9 ~7 10 1,204 | 132 178 150
Eagt North Central....... . +54 +22 +10 13 1,727 +2 =11 11 1,842 124 184 169
West North Central.viveiesssecnesss +50 +20 +7 10 1,366 +30 -7 8 1,430 {119 135 150

Refrigeration equipment, parts L .

(commereial) vsvererussmnsnnnene +31 | +19 +18 31 1,987 +9 -1 22 2,740 183 | 221 216

T Middle Atlantic,. caens +50 +46 +20 6 453 c [ [ e [ e e
East North Central.s......... -6 -3 +15 7 365 +9 +3 5 818 | 253 228 244
South AtlantiC.iiiaeeeveenas +50 | - +18 +23 5 368 +13 -6 4 447 | 135 180 176
Paclficeiiiisiiniiionnannnns +32 +41 +9 7 328 +8 [s) 6 567 I 175 221 250

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies., +33 +5 +15 35 4,359 +10 -1 29 4,298 1110 137 117
Middlie Atlantic....... checieanan +63 +16 +20 8 862 +5 +7 6 702 -98 166 111
East North Central.. +34 +1 +21 8 1,817 +17 4 7 1,602 4 110 99
South Atlantie...... +18 +6 +6 7 534 +12 -2 6 - 714 139 147 149
West South Central....... +36 +16 +19 5 527 +2 -6 4 358 81 111 98

Beer...iioiiianan D 0 0 +3 43 2,345 +22 +16 36 898 42 34 37
Middle AtIantic..sssieeecsnernseeens -3 +10 ~5 9 661 +21 +11 7 140 22 17 22
East North Central.. sreeaennn -5 -3 +9 12 599 +9 +11 11 196 34 30 30
West North Central..vivvvevsiecevns, +1 -10 +6 5 160 +40 +17 4 56 64 45 53
South Atlantic...... -7 =7 -l 6 414 +33 +43 5 254 70 49 46
Pacific.iiviiniinnanaes +25 +7 +7 5 378 +15 +7 4 191 58 58 58

Chemicals, industrial.eeeusesesessnenass +65 =2 +27 12 2,050 +6 +7 8 1,136 66 106 59

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes). +ht +23 -4 21 1,400 ~9 24, 13 1,776 | 147 237 238

L +42 -20 +1 20 3,092 ~37 +36 11 3,750 | 47011,125 362

Confectionery.eaasessvsa +12 -1 -1 41 1,23% +7 +2 24 730 88 92 g6
Middle Atlantic.veessveensneas. .. +9 -8 -3 [3 259 [ ¢ c e c c [
East North Central. eran +17 =11 -6 4 89 e, e e e c . e c
South Atlantic........ .. +23 +4 +é 12 265 +3 -3 7 197 105 128 117
South Centrale.ueesescenereenesenon. +6 +8 -3 11 299 +20 +11 6 201 119 106 118

Dairy and poultry productS......sescs... +11 =1 +4 30 7,194 -18 +4 20 2,390 40 53 37

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded}%... +10 - 0 +6 188 48,093 +6 +1 147 67,688 I 178 18 177
New EnglanGe..sssecceveceseessnacnns +7 -3 +5 13 2,334 +2 -1 10 3,158 | 171 187 177
Middle Atlantic.i..ovieo..n . +6 -2 +5 27 8,988 +4 o] 18 8,625 | 162 158 165
East North Central......... . +8 4 +& 26 7,615 +9 0 21 9,743 | 154 154 148
West North Central........... +9 [ -1 +6 19 5,064 +4 +2 17 7,678 | 166 180 161
South Atlantice........ +9 +1 +10 28 5,344 +6 +1 21 7,453 185 189 186
East South Central.....eveu... . +6 +2 +6 17 3,131 +9 +3 13 4,880 | 191 184 189
West South Central....civvevuven... . +12 +1 +9 27 6,316 +5 +3 22 11,153 || 214 225 210
Mountain...ovvsesneannn, eeraeee +12 +1 +7 13 2,459 +7 -1 10 4,076 || 194 205 200
Pacifie,..... Aredtaciisreceatrrenens +22 +3 +3 i8 6,842 +7 +1 15 10,922 || 181 196 184

DIy GOOGS.sereseeranrsssansrasnnnsnnnnen +43 +24 +5 173 44,193 +13 -1 142 77,555 | 199 253 294
New England... ceaeen +65 +11 +2 6 563 -6 +5 6 585 104 181 110
Middle Atlantic.... +41 ~4 +15 47 6,830 +14 ~4 33 10,484 || 206 261 215
East North Central... +38 +18 +4 20 5,614 +4 +4 20 8,677 || 155 205 177
West North Central... +38 +34 +2 20 15,425 +29 +1 18 35,006 228 245 .305
South Atlantie..... +20 +23 -7 24 4,283 -6 -1 19 7,634 | 196 245 241
East South Central... +73 +63 +7 16 1,988 +21 0 11 3,056 || 204 305 338
West South Central... . +43 +52 -3 13 3,172 +7 4 13 4,726 || 149 199 235
Mountain.eeveernenerennnsasn +32 +10 +5 5 &77 +21 +5 5 1,230 | 258 282 271
Pacific.... .. +84 | 427 +18 21 5,841 ~15 -8 17 6,157 1 189 | 533 281

Farm supplieS...eseese... eerearnans . 10 | -16 -3 20 2,559 418 | 434 9 674 55 50 41

Fresh fruits and vegetables............. -8 =20 ~12 T4 7,263 ~3 -9 50 972 24 20 23
New England...seeeu... -I1 =5 -14 10 582 +4 -6 9 48 11 10 11
Middle Atlantic...... s ~4 -17 4 19 1,712 -6 +2 11 147 21 22 17
East North Central. +23 -35 +4 14 1,938 4 -5 8 122 34 28 26
South Atlantic....... =7 -21 14 8 431 -3 -26 6 57 16 15 17
South Central... =54 -17 -59 7 514 c e e c c e [
PACEEEC s neaennerenenoneonannennas -2 -17 -5 6 967 -2 -14 5 108 12 12 12

+a273
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(DATA ARE\ SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales .Inventory, end-of month (at cost) a
Btock sales
) Percent change +July 1950 panel Percent change|| July 1950 panel ratios
Kind of business
and July | July | 7 mos. No. of July | | duly ji No, of
geographie division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 || eetab | BePOTted §| 5055 | ~Sosg || estap- | REROTted
from } from from || 1ishments] S:;L‘l:z from from [{1ishments dzilar i‘gﬂég il';llf‘})' i;;g
July | Jupne | 7 mos, repori- (add 800) July June || report- (ag a gg(s))
1949 1 1950 1949 ing 1949 1950 ing
Groceries, tot8lesecuraceriarscanns revene +39 417 +6 825 $151,215 +1 -4 644 119,559 103 140 124
Nop-affiliated full-line wholesalerse. . +34]  +18 +3 563 70,897 41 {° =2 446 57,875 104 136 125
New Englande.cseesases . +35) 413 +4 6 1,712 c c c *=3 K e c
Middle Atlantlce.iesoncnans +39f +18 +4 19 2:639 -3 -3 10 1,863 107 150 129
East North Central....... +#43|  +14 +11 156 15,957 -1 -1 27 13:344 103 148 118
West North‘ Central....... +50| +29 +1 63 9,861 -6 -5 55 9,069 104 170 142
South Atlantice..... +19f +11 -1 64 7,864 +14 -8 37 5,451 101 108 123
East South Central,. w28 ae| 45 33 4503l a2 +2 24 562 || 97| 124 12
West South Central .. +27] +21 +3 ~ 110 14,586 +1 +1 88 11,974 110 132 128
Mom:ltain. veeersesnan cee +11f +14 -8 20 2,223 +h -5 18 2,079 o7 104 116
Pacific.......... creecsnrsureenriiannn +36] +19 +3 92 11,462 +8 +3 84 8,857 1L 124 118
Voluntary-group wholesaler8..ooueess. .. +39)  +17 +8 148 53,964 =2 =7 122 43,144 100 138 123
New England...... [ +33] +10 +7 7 3,138 +1 [4] 5 1,041 84 113 103
Middle Atlanticicieeeriernerecennans +50] +19 +9 44 17,079 -11 -~10 31 11’ 852 92 154 118
East North Centrail,. crevreages +39]  +25 +5 30 9,642 +8 -2 26 7’ 464 90 115 117
West North Central.. . +33] +16 +9 36 12:159 +6 | -6 36 1/«:530 119 149 148
ggtelgil:tlantie. e vreeraneateesareasan +gz +§(2) ;.-(9) 12 2,868 -13 -8 7 1,371 74 114 90
herectsensaanranes cessencieann +! +. +: 6 4,149 c e [] e c [ e
Retailer-cooperative warehouses........ +39]  +19 +10 20 10,349 3] . 4 15 5,168 93 136 126
Specialty lines wholeSalerS.cecsiccsos. +67] +12 +9 9% 16,005 +7 -4 61 13,372 111 174 . 129
New Englande..ceeee. vesnens +8 +2 +5 5 82 c c ) c ) c [
Middie Atlantic,.. +54] +10 +11 20 4,334 ~1 -4 13 2,955 81 126 101
gas:hﬂzizh :intral. e +gz +16+ +12 12 909 +24 +16 7 197 69 68 X 52
ou anticeivania, +: + +9 25 2,099 +4 +3 16 1,612 96 126 9
East South Centrals......... +48]  +17 +19 5 ’303 c e c ’ (] [ el e
West South Centrale........ +19 +9 +5 5 362 c ¢ c [ c ¢ c
] PacifiCe.soseens. R LRI +101{ +18 +8 16 7,489 +11 -2 12 7,995 141 265 169
Leather and shoe £indingS...ceceessssesss +46] 419 +4 29 614 ~1 0 14 1,003 ) 334 ] 4719 408
Middle Atlantic....... cerervrens +39 +5 2 7 61 c c ¢ c [ ] [
East North Central.. cecennean +511  +42 +1 5 92 c c e c c c e
West North Centrale................ . +25] +18 +20 5 84 c e e [ c e e
Pacifice..cveeenenne erhsesiaaee +56] +15 +3 6 288 e c c c c e c
Meats and meat products. Ceteereeaaen +11 -2 =1 42 21,981 +34 +4 36 7,995 45 37 44
Middle Atlantic..... cees 8] L ] 10 7,198 +4L +7 16 1,855 L2 v 7T
Eas? North Central.. cese +6 +8 by 13 9,295 +36 ~2 12 © 3,818 44 34 48
Pacific....... Cevesene tereeesereanae . +20 -6 + i 5 3,650 +61 +34 4 767 39 29 29
Paper and its productsS.......... resssasen +21 -6 +8 57 7,948 -1 -1 36 6,788 140 162 130
New England...... ceee +14 +1 +3 5 ) 278 -36 A C 4 223 132 231 140
Middle Atlantlc...... +28f -18 +15 16 1,72 +27 -2 10 1,269 128 129 105
East North Central.... . +26f ~1L | +10 17 3,572, +5 ~1 12 - 2,770 121 138 105
South Atlantice..cveeiennevnnnerens N +32 +71 +4 6 : 532 [ c e e [ 3 e
Pacifice....... . . . -6f +l4 -10 6 1,177 =17 +4 5 1,786 183 211 214
Petroleum,.. +30 +2 +5 29 4,527 +5 4] 28 4,291 95 118 97
Shoes and other footwear, +17]  +37 +3 29 27, 605 -1 -6 22 58,707 217 255 313
Tobaces productSe..cvsveersseeraroescoene +2 -1 -2 309 b, 142 0 +2 186 14,371 50 51 48
New Englande.coceernnnrcrononsoreasnss +8 -3 +2 22 3,37 . +2 13 569 27 5L 22
Mlddle Atlantie.. tesresrsrsennes -3 -2 -2 63 14,999 ¢ +9 39 5,495 50 47 46
East North Centrals......cceveieenes . +5 +1 -2 69 8,143 -5 [¢} 4b 2,652 53 60 54
West North Central.. veenas +1 -2 -5 45 5,749 +8 -1 29 2,123 55 54 54
South Atlantic........ e +5 4 ~3 23 3,831 -12 -6 19 1,290 40 46 40
East South Central.... vaeee 10| -4 +4 14 1,535) +13 +12 . 8. 504 54 54 48
West South Central.. +4 +2 +3 28 . 2,547 +8 +2 12 689 49 44 49
Mountain.. . +12 +1 +7 18 1,276 -2 +7 8 316 67 68 67
Pacific,.... e .o +7 +2 -3 25 3,286 +4 -7 14 733 46 52 51
Wines end spirits’.............. L8l 433 +9 34| aog403fl 51 -1 25| 76,823 01 94) 1611 142
New Englande.cveeceececsiannse ve +49] +42 49 27 7,428 -5 ~11 19 3,591 78 112 117
Middie Atlantice......... erreenenenes +67| +20 +11 53 35,054 +1 ~5 47 26,450 102 169 131
East North Central.......... seeseasan +70| 436 +12 46 12,617 ~11 -18 35 8,242 90 168 143
West North Centraleievecscsccarensses +96] +42 +5 30 8,777 -10 -29 23 4,009 69 132 148
South Atlamtic...... .o +417  +40 +2 42 12,097 « e -16 39 9,053 79 146 134
: East South Central.. e +41] +28 4 16 2,971 +21 -8 i3 3,004 124 145 169
‘ West South Central.. . veas +49( +29 +21. 37 8,642 ~16 -18 30 9,604 121 214 188
: Mountaine..eoeseeess creeee +83] 46 +20 16 3,296 +24 -1 15 2,509 81 125 123
Pacificescones. verean seerenes PR +110}] 452 +16 kv 17,521 +8 -5 24 10,361 90 162 149
Miscellaneous, .. eeuseens.. e +29] #1 +11 42 6,537| .5 -2 29 5,430 | 122 1d0}] 120

NOTE: The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.
a Stock-sales'ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct ghipments and consignmeni busi-
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting invemtories in conjunction with sales.

b Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
¢ Insufficient data to show separately.
d To be published in the July issue of Trends in the Drug Trade.
e Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperstive groups. :
d f Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State eontrol or -monopoly distribution
at the wholesale level. N
States comprising geographic divisions: .

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.) South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W. Va.)
Middle Atlantic - (NiJ., N.1., Pa.) Fast South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss,, Temn.)
East North Centrel - (I11., Ind., Mich., Ohio, ¥Wis.) West South Central - (Ark.,La., Okla., Texas)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., Mountein ~ (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

N. Dak., S. Dak.) Pagific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.) . )

“«1273 .
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from reports submitted to the Bu-
reau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,081 wholesale houses in various lines of trade,

SALES . .

August sales of wholesalers registered a higher than normal seasonal gain of 12 percent over July.to
bring the wholesale sales index (see below) to a new high, Compared with a year ago, August sales showed
a very substantial increase of 40 percent. Cumulative sales for the first eight months were 12 percent
higher than in the corresponding period of 1949, . -

Regionally, gains over the previous month and over August 1949 were experienced in all geographic
divisions. The Middle Atlantic region led all divisions with an increase of 17 percent over July 1950, while
the Pacific area reported the most substantial gain over August a year ago, 47 percent. The West South
Central region, reporting increases of 3 percent over July 1950 and 31 percent over August 1949, showed
the smallest gains over each period,

While ‘all trades reported August sales equal to or greater than a year ago, only 6 trades indicated
declines from July sales. Furniture and house furnishings and metals doubled their August 1949 sales, while
most other durable goods trades ex’perienced gains of more than 50 percent. Only three trades, farm sup-
plies (-3%), fresh fruits and vegetables (-11%) and tobacco products (-1%) reported sales during the first
eight months below the same period a year ago, :

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers inventories at the end of August rose 3 percent above the July 31 stock level and were 5
percent higher than the dollar value of stocks on hand August a year ago. All geographic divisions followed
the national pattern with increases in the stock level over both periods. According to the reports of 3,081
establishments reporting inventories in conjunction with sales, the August stock-sales ratio of 111 was 8
points below the previous month and 37 points lower than a year ago,
RETAIL TRADE

According to the Bur'eau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, August sales of independent retail stores in-
creased 8 percent above July 1950 and were 23 percent higher than August of last year. Cumulative sales
for the first eight months were 10 percent above the same: period of 1949, :

- TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only) v ,
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AUGUST 1950
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS VHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Bales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)” Stock-ssles®
Percent change August 1950 panel | Percent chenge| August 1950 pamel ratios
King of Suslness August | August | 8 N £ t |August | N iy
and ugus mos. 0. © ugus 0. o
geographic division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- | REPOTEd Figs0” 11950 | estan- | Mieported
from { from | from |[1i it - yalues from from {lishments| :1 T thgxgé %‘Qli. July
. (August] July | 8 mos. | report- (add 000) ugust | July report- v geg 9 | 1950
1949 | 1950 | 1949b | ing | ‘P94 1949 | 1950 ing | (add 000)
United States totalesccsasivescronnse +40 +12 +12 4,081 $945 444 +5 +3 3,081 $849,324 3111 148 119
NeWw ENElaNdeseeseesensvoenanasnseanseennss] +40] 413 4 234 40,742 +5 13 171 29,314 971 134 107
Mlddle Atlantic.... +46 +17 +14 747 188,262 +7 +8 519 134,642 95 132 101
Fast North Centrale.... +39 +11 +14 810 166,106 + +3 636 137,504 99 134 107
West North Central. 381 46 48 432 127,728 +7 41 346 § 129,046 § 121 155 140
South Atlantic..... +40 +11 +12 499 104,483 +7 +6 376 90,177 102 135 107
East South Central. +35 +8 +11 208 39,134 +10 +3 150 32,198 108 129 113
. West South Central. +31 +3 +7 393 79,644 +8 +6 305 87,556 132 161 127
+35 +8 +14 181 33,940 +4 +l 139 30,468 | 108 | 139 114
+47 +7 +15 527 129,133 +1 +4 389 113,728, 114 167 116
+41 +11 +14 284 25,551 +6 0 177 16,553 171 224 186
+54 +39 +8 8 749 e c [ c e [3 c
+33 +11 +5 38 1,534 +1 -1 34 1,993 151 192 167
Bast North Cenptral. +39 +13 +14 64 5,136 +10 0 50 5,180 155 201 173
VWest North Central. +46 +14 +12 43 6,287 -2 +5 19 2,461 189 278 183
South Atlenbice.... +38 +5 +29 19 3,519 +26 +22 10 71,103 231 243 - 236
South Centrali... +33 -1 +24 18 3,453 +5 -1 12 1,274 138 185 140
Mountaine...... +59 +11 +13 18 1,351 +48 -2 7 892 164 178 187
PACIfiCeacesnanisassonnssosnscansnensa] +40 +18 +5 76 3,522 -3 -6 42 3,261 212 290 248
Electrical group, t0t8lesececsscecancvaons| 462 +9 +21 652 188,902 -13 -10 584 118,007 68 127 80,
Full-line wholesalerSecsescssoosoocennsnl 162 +5 +18 416 143,184 -15 =11 405 95,406 68 128 80
New England.s..... +73 +12 +25 32 8,670 ~13 -6 32 6,089 70 139 84
Middle AtlantiCeesvesseecesseans +86 +23 +20 59 22,670 -13 -1 54 13,605 63 134 91
East North Central.... +70 +11 22 83 31,048 -15 -13 81 -19,8%2 65 130 83
West North Central,. +40 +5 0 41 14,075 -13 -15 41 8,994 64 103 79
South Atlantice.... +58 +6 +22 59 19,099 -10 -9 57 12,95 .70 122 81
East South Cenmbral. +46 .5 +15 25 6,442 -11 =11 24 3,829 61 99 65
West South Central. +41 -16 +9 | 46 13,092 ~13 b 46 10,839 83 135 72
Mounbainee.ssesssss +50 +2 +18 19 5,457 ~21 -10 19 3,922 72 137 82
Pacificessvevaves ceseecss| +65 0 422 52 22,631 -22 -12 51. 15,321 68 | "144 77
Wiring supplies, construction materials .
distribubtorSessecescsssccesnsea srserese +54 +19 +11 129 10,151 +9 +2 93 7,657 102 141 119
New Englande.cvesvecssene reesesses| 469 +26 +14 14 764 +9 -t 6 327 98 164 145
Middle Atlanticesessss +0 +17 36 1,655 +2 -1 26 1,797 128 179 151
East North Central,... e} #TL +26 +18 30 2,904 +12 +2 24 2,345 116 167 132
West North Central.... . 451 <1 +5 7 1,115 +19 +14 5 565 88 109 83
South AtlanbicCesseeses .| +48 +30 +13 18 1,857 ~12 -6 13 1,002 65 107 90
South Central.. o423 +1 ¢} 9 +32 46 7 848 123 110 113
Mountain..... o 461 +19 +19 5 4k e c [ [ e e e
PacifiCeececesoneceass ssecssessnrnanse +87 +28 +31 10 574 +29 +9 9 638 13 164 132
Appliances and specialties wholesalers..| +68 +25 +40 107 35,567 -6 -5 86 14,944 58 112 7.
New Englandecevesscevesasosaccnsoeacss| +117 +32 +63 12 2,039 4 A 10 871 51 117 68
Middle Atlantic.. +36 436 24 15,140 ~11 -5 14 3,857 55 125 67
Fast North Central +26 +65 -1 3,075 +4 +1 8 999 37 89 45
West North Central +18 +23 12 1,943 -2 -2 12 2,278 117 186 141
" South Atlantic. +12 +35 17 4,869 ~8 -13 16 2,385 56 a3 73
South Central +17 1 +15 11 3,011 -3 -5 9 1,772 60 100 73
Mountainesesnss +19 49 6 1,407 +9 ) 6 970 69 108 88
PaCifiCeesvsvecaroresrocsorscssaaanss +16 +61 14 4,083 -14 +2 11 1,812 46 94 52
Furniture and house furnishingSe..sseecaees}_+97 +49 +30 81 23,759 =2 =15 64 18,354 87 184 ) 155
Middle Atlanticeccvscesceneas see]  #84 +33 431 16 4,282 -9 -6 13 3,006 90 188 131
Eas} North Central.. vees] +138 +75 +45 8 . 3,569 -18 -15 6 2,469 Va4 237 163
West North Central.. eeea| +150 +94 +30 9 3,825 +8 ~15 9 3,728 97 225 222
South Atlanticec.... aes| 423 +34 +4 10 1,051 [ [ c e c c ¢
West South Centrale... | +87 434 +35 13 2,705 o] -20 i3 2,349 87 163 146
Mounbaine .ceeceneees coan reee +90 +38 +48 7 1,738 +33 =22 5 1,296 104 165 205
PacifiCesersssacaas ceenevssraasraanas +89 +36 +27 12 5,299 -6 =21 10 3,678 73 146 124
HATAWAT o s aicsossovnsnsocorcossseassooonsesl +64 +19 +17 152 77,512 0 =5 123 90,815 144 230 180
New Englande.... +49 +35 +9 4 731 -11 -2 4 1,452 199 333 274
Middle Atlanticese.. +70 +47 +17°} 35 10,796 +17 +5 29 11,683 126 187 184
East North Central,. +58 +13. 425 23 15,342 +2 -7 22 19,777 133 206 162
West North Central.. +56 +13 +9 17 14,996 -5 -10 16 18,903 149 234 191
South AtlanticCecscecnreen +65 +21 +16 23 7,576 -1 b 20 10,096 143 240 181
East South Central....... +75 +16 +21 12 5,823 +5 +2 6 3,292 133 186 139
West South Centrale.ee... +54 +8 +17 15 6,648 % -4 9 6,288 151 244 171
MOUNAiNeeeesanrannes 55 | 427 +14 7 3,125 -5 -9 4 2,247 || 177 | 275 218
PacifiCesrenrvsvenoncens +86 +18 +20 16 12,475 -5 -6 13 17,077 159 280 195
Industrial sUpplieSesscsecesresssecrseneneal +67 +25 +10 88 14,728 ~4 ~3 64 17,135 145 253 187
New EnglanGecssoosvs +80 +20 +21 8 644 -13 ~11 7 1,275 222 471 300
Middle Atlantic..... srerssvcerusaen +44 +18 -5 17 1,551 +4 -3 10 1,481 152 208 183
East North Central . +53 +27 +13 7 944, +2 +1 6 554 128 186 167
West North Central... s 425 +5 +8 8 1,038 -1 ~1 6 1,129 136 180 143
South Atlantice..es. +63 +27 +5 9 984 -7 -3 8 1,296 133 234 175
South Céntral.. +59 +19 +3 29 5,342 -1 -1 19 7,242 178 270 212
Pacificeccaa.a. heesernacen +112 +41 +32 10 4,225 -9 b 8 4,158 105 250 155
JeWELII Y et essseinsavassnsnronasnaseeravonns +51 +59 +6 152 9,578 +2 +13 86 12,976 189 266 260
New England...es.. eseannne +73 +43 +11 6 459 [ c [ [ ) e ¢
Middle Atlantic... . +64 +53 +17 51 3,121 +14 +21 20 3,354 167 232 209
Fast North Central.. +52 +88 +5 36 2,253 +5 +9 20 2,972 176 248 298
West North Central.. +49 +74 -3 14 1,320 -7 +5 12 01,963 172 270 280
South Atlantic.... +22 +59 +2 6 298 [ c e e c 3 [
South Central..... renas +32 +31 +3 7 363 -14 +3 6 891 255 387 319
PACITICueeripeansnnnsegoensrasssncnana] +37 [ 340 0 29 1,739 3 17 20 3,323 | 231 298| 260
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.Sales . Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Kind of business Percent change August 1950 panel Percent change| August 1950 panel ratios
and
geographic division Angust| August| 8 mos. No. of Reported August | August |No. of Reported
- 1950 | 1950 | 1950 estab- do11 1950 1950 |estab~ do11
from| from:| from ishments ollar from from |lishments o ar 2| Aug. | July
values values 1950 1949 | 1950
August] July |8 mosy report- (add 000) August | July report- (add 000)
1949 1 1950 | 1949 ing 1949 1950 ing
Lumber and building materials..,c.es-ses.] _$57 +15 $33 3 $17,144 +13 -6 49 $9,297 80 105 99
Middle Atlantice..eeensacasnaans . 430 +3 +16 18 3,739 -1l -8 9 860 371 48 42
East North Central,..... +49 +1 +29- 11 1,707 -17 -2 8 732 62 97 61
South Atlantice.seveseesesnens +118 +57 +56 7 2,083 +15 +1 5 250 48 73 59
Mountaine...s... +43 +21 +21 7 3,209 +13 -9 ) 2,421 87. 104 115
PacifiCessecseosancesenioranssencenss| +10 +17 +41 8 1,814 +30 4 6 1,553 101 174 123
Machinery equipment, supplies (except ' ’
€lectrical)ueusvrensrrnsncncsnnoncecnena] 435 +19 +6 48 8,367 +5 +1 34 11.338 167 206 192
New Englandes...... +4d +14 5 552 0 0 4 869 205 344 329
Middle Atlantiec...... +31 o 6 1,145 [ [ [ [ e [ e
East North Central.... +39 +22 11 1,206 +7 +2 9 1,333 120 193 168
South Atlantic....... +34 ~10 6 949 =7 -3 4 1,648 217 291 295
West South Central......,. +10 +6 [ 2,37 +14 +2 5 4,163 183 177 193
Pacificiseeiaecinecasianss +7 +23 9 975 -9 +1 5 1,214 296 629 249
Metalsesireerioneieaanrenssnesonsoincnnns| +118 +39 +36 36 13,310 +8 4% 33 12,004 92 186 | 132
Paints and varnisheSeseesessssssceneeesss] 433 +18 +5 52 6,696 +11 +2 45 15,201 235 279 271
Plumbing and heating supplieSeeeevssessesl 464 411 +13 87 18,925 +20 =4 66 16,550 101 138 117
New Englande..eeveocesceens ceeses] +85 +24 +39 7 617 e c e e c c e
Middle Atlantic.. ees| 463 +26 +18 18 1,665 0 -4 11 1,277 102 168 141
Bast North Central, o #43 +16 +15 13 1,999 +4 -12 12 2,021 107 148 142
West North Central,.. veeesses| 454 +26 +14 11 1,967 +14 -8 9 1,554 85 116 121
South Atlantice..ieeeeressrscasenass +71 +6 +25 24 9,506 +23 -2 24 9,513 100 439 108
PACIfICa eserenacassnensnnsnencensnss| +87 +27 -1 4 1,237 c c e e 3 c 3
Refrigeration equipment, parts .,
(commercial) eereeann +42 -1 +23 30 1,921 +10 =1 22 2,711 i86 234 186 -
e +56 +1 +25 5 389 [ c c c e e c
Fast North Centralevesseeccaess +9 -8 +19 7 337 +4 ~4 4 739 275 294 258 .
South Atlanticeseeessssses +39 +3 +27 [ 402 +16 +3 6 602 151 182 151
PacifiCusiensvensncrsernssansvsnnnane| +42 +3 +13 6 335 +5 +1 6 572 171 230 175
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...| +34 +13 +17. 39 5,281 +10 +5 33 5,487 115 143 125
Middle AtlantiCeccivencivansossnnensal +45 ¢} +23 7 766 +5 +10 5 601 96 142 88
East North Centralee.ceeeeenscversssa] +43 +15 +23 9 2,287 +10 4 8 2,161 9 133 111
South Atlantices..... «wan} 429 +19 +10 9 770 +19 +4 8 1,004 135 146 154
West South Centraleseeisseesiessncsces] 14 +5 +18 5 555 +11 +12 4 401 90 91 8L
BEOTwssusntstnrroeiotsinnncntnesssssonans +1 +2 +3 42 2,329 +21 +5 35 888 43 .35 41
Middle AtlanticCeievessssseascsnosanes 0 -2 4 8 579 +10 +39 6 118 21 19 15
East North Central...eeveeeeersccnnes +3 +9 +8 12 650 +5 +3 11 202 33 32 34
West North Centrdl... H ves -5 -2 +5 5 156 +71 +7 4 60 T4 40 64
South Atlantice,...,. [ +8 +6 -3 6 440 +20 -5 5 241 63 58 7
PacifiCesesass sees 0 +2 +6 5 385 41 +13 4% 215 65 42 58
Chemicals, industrial.. seesevensnvanel  #70 425 +32 15 2,712 +6 =3 10 1,173 52 86 67
Clothing and furnishings (exeept shoes)..|_ 430 +61 +2 26 5,188 +15 +23 i6 3,254 99 115 139
L O I 4 +42 +5 21 4,402 -18 +35 13 5,206 310 424 335
Confectioneryesceeiiesresavsocsnossennnne +6 +6 4] &b 1,449 4 2 26 786 85 86 87
Middle Atlantice........ . +4 +4 -2 7 362 -5 +7 4 138 60 67 63
East North Central...... . +3 +9 -4 6 186 -2 -3 4 63 85 90 84
South Atlantic.. J 0 F¥l4 +8 +6 .32 285 +6 +3 7 203 101 107 105
South Central... cersenn . +5 +5 -2 11 313 +6 ~1 6 199 120 117 119
Dairy and poultry products.. +9 -1 +5 24 6,306 +1 +27 16 2,706 49 53 38
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded).....| 411 +12 +7 198 55,799 +10 +7 152 74,466 173 172 180
New Englandeceeeseioescensans +6 +7 +6 i2 2,448 +8 +4 9 3,144 172 174 173
Middle AtlantiCacisc.an +5 +7 +5 28 9,815 +8 +6 19 9,536 167 153 165
East North Central... +11 +12 +6 28 9,160 +14 +7 22 10,389 148 144 154
West North Central., +10 +14 +7 19 5,759 +4 +4 17 7,980 158 166 166
South Atlantice.... +13 +13 +10 31 6,542 +7 +5 23 8,340 173 187 186
East South Central. +9 +12 +6 17 3,504 +12 +8 13 5,286 185 181 191
West South Central, +18 +15 +10 31 7,981 +17 +10 25 14,040 209 210 218
Mountain. y +11 +13 +8 12 2,718 +7 +4 9 4,101 180 184 193
PeifiCiareneraneeraeteiescrnnonans +17 +15 +5 20 7,872 +1Q +7 15 11,650 169 170 181
Dry go0d8seceaesaviercssnarnsscannncnsnes]| 438 +48 +10 168 63,398 +9 =3 136 71,380 129 163 196
New England... +58 *e8 +9 8 1,185 -9 -10 8 779 . 66 115 123
Middle Atlantic. +52 +61 +20 44 10,730 +10 —4 31 9,435 122 173 199
East North Central. +28 +32 +8 16 6,812 -3 4 16 7,298 107 142 147
West North Cenmtral... 433 +48 +7 18 22,046 +25 -3 17 32,581 148 157 226
South Atlentice..es... +23 +60 -2 24 6,165 -7 o] 17 6,436 116 152 191
East South Centraleisseseescvesensnnes] +60 +66 +16 17 3,322 +15 +2 11 3,118 120 172 204
West South Central..... +19 +36 +2 13 4,302 +10 -1 13 4,658 108 116 149
Mountain...ssveecane +33 +54 +10 5 735 +23 0 5 1,236 168 181 258
PaCifiCecsseraneennnronsenrseeanenens] 467 434 +26 23 8,101 ~26 -9 18 5,839 137 315 185
FOrm SUPPlieSausiosseencrsoceassascannnnee +1 +37 -3 20 3,529 ~1 +15 9 755 50 59 53
Fresh fruits and vegetableSeeveecscesonas 0 =14 =11 &5 5,363 +1 ~4 39 £28 21 20 23
New Englandessesseesescnsecennens . =15 -15 -14 0 | 494 +66 +2 8 48 19 10 16
Middle Atlanticecivescecesenssn . #11 b -2 18 1,593 +34 +12 9 161 26 22 23
East North Central... ST -] 421 =34 +5 15 1,342 -10 0 7 121 25 35 35
South Atlantic...... e o =25 -13 -15 8 266 =22 o] 5 32 19 17 16 .
South Central,.. ceratreenas +2 -10 0 5 274 ¢ [ e c [ < e
PaCifiCe.eseiareetsnnsisinessennsenon +7 43 4 5 977 +24 -3 4 103 11 10 12

(Continued on next page)




Page 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES ANH INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GROGRAPHIC DIVISION
. “AUGUST 1950

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEQGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

i

Sales . Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock sales®
Kind of business ~ Percent change August 1950 panel {Percent |change | August 1950 panel retios
end . August {Auguet | 8 hos. | No. of Avgust jAugust | No. of
geographic division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estep- [FSPOFEed 55 1950 | ecatap- |Reported
. from | from from [lishments Oil ar, from from [irbments | 01ieT Aug. |Aug.  July
sugust | Ty |8 mo 8 | Teport- (vgduggé) ugust | Tuly | report- values 1950 [1949 1950
1949 | 1950 | 1949° | ing a 1949 | 1950 | ing | (add 000)
Groceries, total.....cvvveiaoennreennngen +23 -2 +8 842 $149,098 +10 +14 650 $133,858 117 130 102
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers .. +16 -2 +3] 571 67,396 +13 +17] 456 63,540 120 123 101
New Englend...vvseveacsnsasscnncsasas +26 <3 +17 6 1,665 el ¢ c . c cl. e <]
Middle Atlanticicessen. +19 +1 +5] 21 3,017 +8 +13 11 2,244 113 124 102
East North Central.. +27 +4 +12) 146 | 15,124 +17 +20) 125 15,488 120 131 104
West North Central. .e +17 A +3 62 72225 +10 +16 51 6,749 119 128 99
South Atlantic...... . +15 +1 +1 65 8,259 +16 +10} 37 6,311 ‘111 113 103
East South Centrale...... s caes +10 -7 +5) : 40 4,650 +10 +10| 31 4,065 1144 113 96
West South Central...cesveveas . +8 -8 +44 112 13,722} +8 +14] 89 13,912 132 131 109
. . +6 ~5 -5 25 2,563 +15 +11, 23 2,845 115 105 98
+14 -4 +5 94 11,171 +19 +25| 86 9,883 115 109 88
. +25 ~2 10 - 154 54,766 +5 +1. 120 48,588 1331 132 100
. +32 +4 +11] 8 3,718 +19 +16| 5 1,293 110 105 88
. +35 -1 +12 46 16,943 -2 +13 33 13,456 101 142 92
. +20 -8 +8 34 10,402 +19 +16| 27 8,925 113 114 90
West North Central.. . +28 +8 +11 32 13,087 +5 +2 32 14,893 114 139 119
South Atlentic...... e +23 +4 +11 11 2,735 +14 +31 7 1,792 92 99 74
PaeifiCeccrvacecvonnans . . +15 <10 +10 1 3,724 -5 +1 4 1,868 87 103 86
Retailer-cooperative warehouses........ +23 ~13 +12) 21 9,107 +9 +11) 15 5,499 119 | 125 91
Specialty lines wholesalersS....... esen +48 +7 414 96 17,829 +16 +15 59 16,231 119 154 113
New England.cceecsenseces ; “e +8 +6 o 8 337 +29 +63 &4 191 T4 63 47
Middle Atlantic... +72 +14 +18] 21 5,008 +24 +36 12 3,972 93 135 80
Easgt North Central.. +33 =22 +144 10 685 +32 S i 5 194 63 62 71
. West North Central.. +22 +10 +15] 4 488 +10° -43] 4 379 78 86 150
South Atlantie...... +29 +3 +11 24 2,156 +27 +141 15 1,749 107 111 95
East South Central... +13 -6 +18] 6 541 e ¢ e e ¢ e e
West South Central... +82 +62 +6} 5 585 [ ¢ e ¢ e c [
Pacific.vevdvnncnnanns +49 +6 +13 15 7,889 +10 +12 11 8,968 149 204 142
Leather and shoe findings...cccvseoeces P +35 +14 +91 31 759 +6 +3] 15 1,104 269 319 313
Middle Atlemticiveenesvanas . e +22 -3 +6] 8 i 71, c el c c c c c
* East North Central..civeesees wae +38 -9 +6 5 84 e c| e e e [4 c
West North Central.ivceeviciaee e +19 +10 +20) 5 92 c e c [ [ c [
Pacific....... +43 +24 +9 7 40? ] ¢l e ¢ [ c ¢
Meats and meat productS.iecicsvesanasnsen +10 46 +1] 40 23,217 +40 +5 40 8,165 45 35 44
Middle Atlantic.cevenaan vesiae +15 ] +2 9 4,118 +21 +1 2 1,676 41 39 40
East North Central cvena +7 +4 ~3 13 9,667 +52 +13] 12 4,306 47 33 44
Pacific.crecrencncancacensanaes ceeren +26] 414 +7! 5 4,173 +41 -8 4 706 31 26 39
Paper and its products. +29 +28 +11] 61 10,534 +4 +1| 36 7,200 106 132 142
New England....... 422 +18 +5 4 309 c [ e . c c ¢ ¢
Middle Atlantic... +41 +37 +18] 18 2,703 +8 —4 1 1,394 84 108 118
East North Central. +29 +20 +12)] 18 4,032 Q -7 12 2,452 88 120 129
West North Central... . +39 +21 +9 4 417 3 e c e e [ S
South Atlantic..... .. +51 +27 +12 7 : 896 [ c| e c c [ e
Pacific..c.iininananas cresetsaannaaes +5 +36 i 6 1,525 +7 +14] 4 1,758 147 138 178
Petroleum, scovenscaassesen heseneaseanaan +14 +13, +6) 27 L 4,766 +35 +7] 26 4,341 91 77 96
Shoes and other footwear............. vans +22 +25 +6} 31 35,654 -2 =9 23 53,671 154 193 213
Tobacco prouctS..esecse. enaesnan +4 +5 ~1 290 44,997 +9 +15 169 16,444 56 54 51
New England.... . -10 +1 ¢/ 22 3,336 +3 +4 13 45 52 54 55
Middle Atlamtic.... ereasnnn +5 | +4 -1 59 15,453 +9 +24 37 7,085 (28 58 50
East North Central. +6 +6 ~1] 66 8,146 +9 ] - 411 39 2,600 53 53 52
West Norith Central. +3 +2 pra 29 5,026 +17 +8 26 2,203 59 52 55
South Atlantic..... “+5 +11 ~2 24 5,177 0 +11 19 2,033 47 49 &7
East South Central. +9 +11 +4) 14 1,698 +18 -1 7 554 45 44 52
West South Central. +6 +6 +44 24 1,870 +14 +4 9 394 47 42 52
Mountain.....ocns . . +16 +6 +8 19 1,472 -2 +13 7 331 67 79 61
Pacific..... [ T EE TR PR o 1. +1 +7 -3 23 2,819 +9 +11 12 B 499 51 48 48
Wines and spiritsa. [T +67 0 +15 282 96,612 +25 +33 - 229 99,688 132 174 96
New England....oeee.s +66 +2 +15 21 5,708 +48 +30 15 4,009 107 113 85
Middle Atlantic..... +85 +10 +17 41 27,020 +21 +30 35 26,754 131 188 102
East North Central.. +53 -3 +16] 44 11,512 +17 +38 33 10,471 132 169 95
West North Central.. vearaares +84 +7 +15] 30 10,389 +16 +49 25 8,916 140 232 87
South Atlantic...... eseeren +56 -7 +8| 42 12,867 +25 +49 40 15,066 120 150 75
East South Central....cveveeunans . +28 -3 -1 17 3,058 +31 +18 14 445309 156 162 130
West South Central..:. . +77 +4 - 49| 39 9,461 +27 +22 32 13,028 150 217 127
Mountain. e | +49 -15 +23 14 3,018 +19 +241° 14 3,136 104 130 71
PacifiC,ceceersorcraiosnsonanss [ +59 ~13 +21 34 13,579 +40 +31 21 13,999 140 165 96
MigecellaneousSscseescocrsasesnaes cesesenan +27 +13 ¥13 42 75364 -6 +3 29 5,607 108 153 122

NOTE: The United States total and totals for some trades include a pumber of establishments not assigned to & geographic division.

a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment busi-

ness) for an identical group of firms reporiing inventories in conjunction with sales.

b Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
¢ Insufficient data to show separately. -
4 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
e Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution
at the wholesale level. ) .
: States comprising geographic divisions:
New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., B.I., Vi.} South Atlantie - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 8.C., Va., W. Va.)
Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N~Y., Pa.) East South Centrel - (Ala., Xy., Miss., Tenn.)
East North Central - {(I11., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) West South Central - (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., -Minn., Mo., Nebr., Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

N. Dak., S. Dak.) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from reports subiitted to the

Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,086 wholesa!: establishments in various lines of
business. ’ ’

SALES

September sales of wholesalers registered a decline of 10 percent below the unusually high level pre-
vailing during August. Compared with September of last year, however, sales showed an increase of 19
percent. Cumulative sales for the first nine months of 1950 were 13 percent higher than during the first
three quarters of 1949, o , ’

Regionally, declines below the previous month were experienced in all areas, ranging from 9 to 14
percent. Conversely, however, all sections of the country reported increases over September of last year,
from 14 percent in the West South and West North Central regions to 23 percent in the South Atlantic
district, : .

While most trades reported September sales at a level higher than a year ago, only seven indicated
increases above the exceptionally. high level prevailing during the previous month, The largest increases
over September. 1949 were registered in metals (+78%) and industrial chemicals +71%). Only three trades,
farm supplies (-2%), fresh fruits and vegetables (-11%) and tobacco products (-1%) reported sales during
the first three quarters of 1950 below the comparable period a year ago.

INVENTORIES i

Wholesalers’ inventories at the end of September increased 4 percent over the August 31 stock level
and were 10 percent higher than the dollar value of stocks on hand on September 30 of last year, All geo-
graphic regions followed the national pattern with increases in the stock level over both periods, Accord-

ing to reports of 3,070 establishments reporting inventories in conjunction with sales, the September stock-

sales ratio of 125 was 19 points above the previous month but 10 points below the same period a year ago,
RETAIL TRADE '

According to this Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, Saptember sales of independent retail stores
increased slightly (1%) over August 1950 but were 14 percent higher than September of last year, Cumula-
tive sales for the first nine months of this year were 10 percent above the same period of 1949,

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and-Limited Function Wholesalers Only) '
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Page 2 . WHOLESALERS! SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GHORRAPHIC DIVISION
SEDTEMBER 1950
(DATA ARFE, SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) a
4 Stock-sales
Kizd of business Percent change Septembgr 1950 panelll Percent changg September 1950 penel tatios
and Septs| Sept.] 9 mos.| " No. of Sept.| .Sept.] No. of
geographic division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- | FePOted ligsp’| 1950 | estab- | Reported
from | from from | lishments v:lues from from |* lishments v:lu:: i;gg f‘;ﬁg‘ Agg M
Sept.|. Aug. 9 mosy report~ (add 000) Sept.] Aug. report- (add 000) 1950
1949 | 1950 1949 ing 1949 1950 ing
United States $0t8leceeccarnensonss | +19 | -10 +13 4;086 | $841,031 || +10 + 3,00 | $830,839 | 125 135 106
New Englanfe.ceeesessssssssesnsnssscosce [ +1 —14 +15 238 34,470 +9 +6 175 30,651 116 130 96
Middle Atlanbiciseesesssacracans +22 ~11 +15 763 170,272 +15 +5 530 ‘142, 899 112 120 9%
East North Central........ +18 -9 +14 812 151, 4’70 +9 +5 629 143, 855 112 123 97
West North Centrale..... +14 -10 9 451 115, 951 +12 +2 352 135,863 141 144 122
South Atlantice..eve. +23 -11 +14 495 90, 848 +9 +2 372 89,138 | 118 134 103
East South Central... £15 -9 11 201 34070 || 412 +5 148 34,226 | 123 | 127 105
West South Central... +14 -9 +8 382 71,265 +12 +5 300 91,674 151 153 131
Mounbtainesessvenese +18 -13 +15 170 28,818 +6 +3 129 28,149 124 138 107
PacifiCicececeeonnasonisncosrencss +20 -14 +16 524 107,405 43 +2 386 109,402 133 156 110
Automotive sUPPLieB.eceserssovssvensscess | +18 14 +15 276 21,791 0 -2 176 16,391 191 218 168
New EnglanGeccssrass +12 -20 +9 8 599 [ [ <) c o [) )

‘Middle AtlantiCGeseravasnasss +20 15 +7 40 1,330 +3 +3 36 2,226 195 222 159
East North Centr8le.ecescaacsss ees | +13 -13 14 59 4,712 +13 +7 46 5,877 181 186 149
West North Centralisccesveesss e | 428 -~11 +13 45 5,722 ~11 -9 20 2,262 185 266 189
South Atlanticssssecesccassenncnnens | 421 -7 +28 16 3,131 +5 -15 2 681 215 217 214
South Centraleceecescrsarsasns 0 -18 +22 16 1,400 +10 +2 13 1,471 201 166 151

+5 -23 +12 15 1,947 27 -30 7 627 159 208 164
+28 -15 +7 77 2,950 =12 -8 42 2,833 210 303 210
+38 ~10 23 646 170,362 -3 46 575 124,704 80 114 67
Full-line wholesalerse.. +35 ~12 +19 418 125,284 -6 +6 409 100,873 82 117 68
New Englande.csa.. +48 -10 +27 31 7,287 ~13 -3 31 5,457 75 127 70
Middle AtlantiCessessessvecs +35 ~19 +22 62 18,852 +3 +6 59 15,419 84 110 65
fast North Centralesseecescacecsnase | 437 -14 +24 81} 26,391 -3 +10 79 21,568 a3 118 65
West North Centralecesscessvssrssees | +19 =15 +2 42 11,987 -5 +5 42 9,547 80 99 64
South Atlantic.... +46 -5 +25 61 18,251 +3 +10 59 14,369 81 115 70
East South Central.. .| o428 17 +17 25 5,358 0 +5 24 4,035 77 © 99 61
West South Central... ees | 433 -7 +12 46 12,222 -8 +6 46 11,528 94 136 83
Mountaine eeveenes cenes | 34 -7 +20 19 5,052 -17 b 19 3,752 T4 120 72
PacifiCecsescvencscssacsnrsnnnassnes +33 -9 +23 51 19,884 -18 +2 50 15,198 77 125 68
Wiring supplies, congtruction materials .

A18bribUbOrSescausvavsvvencsassasesss | +49 -3 +16 127 9,788 +14 +4 87 7,413 104 135 98
New EOgland,.seeececsgosovnencsssass | 49 =3 +19 k] 726 +10 32 [ 337 1% 135 58
Middle Atlantic..... +30 -6 +8 37 1,604 +1 +1 25 1,647 118 157 112
Eagt North Central. +56 -6 +23 29 3,052 +14 +5. 22 2, 256 108 138 99
West North Central..... +36 +1 +9 9 1,324 +23 +1 7 1,097 131 138 128
South Atlanticesceeesvenes +69 +8 +18 17 1,908 +19 +20. 11 1 ,052 &7 97 63
South Centralesessessesaae +57 ~11 +4 8 489 +41 +7 6 402 108 124 93

i +22 -28 +19 4 174 c e [ e [ c ¢
PRCIfiCessnseansnccsonnacnsansenesan +52 -8 433 10 511 +17 -8 9 565 112 147 11
Appliances and specialties wholesalers | +47 4 +41 101 35,290 +9 +9 79 16,428 66 93 56
New Englandesceesss cavesen | #67 -7 +64 13 1,915 +9 +8 11 980 62 95 52
Middle Atlantic.... [P B -~ +4 +37 23 16,279 +23 +16 14 4,663 61 83 54
Fast North Central. tersaneceane | +66 -7 +66 14 3,281 +48 +17 10 1 ,600 55 63 44
West North Centr@leeisessssscecseses | 431 -12 +27 10 2,597 +16 +5 9 3,136 | 122 138 - 102
South Atlantic....... +40 =20 +36 14 3,878 ~11 [¢] 13 2,065 64 96 45
South Cenbtralicssvecenns +69 =10 +19 9 1,988 -2 +14 7 1,282 66 113 52
Mountain.eeesevessceneae . +66 =17 +51 6 985 +13 -1 6 1,003 102 150 85
PACifiCecnsssrsisarnonscnsnnnesssass [ +52. +1 +59 12 4,367 -18 +9 9 1,699 40 75 38
Furniture and house furnishings......... | %37 ~19 +31 81 18,217 +1 -3 64 17,069 106 151 87
Middle Atlantic....... aee 17 | -22 +25 17 3,378 +5 o1 13 3,023 | 117 | 138 91
Eagt North Central. +66 -19 +48 7 2,778 =14 -6 6 2,320 -90 180 77
West North Central. +54 | - =17 +33 12 3,173 +10 -4 12 3,569 112 157 97
West South Central. +38 -24 +35 11 1,560 ~9 -8 11 1,650 106 161 88
Mountain...eeevaees +28 -28 +45 7 1,244 +29 +1 5 1,307 135 160 104
Pacific..ceevnees cireeree sessaesns oo | #37 -22 +28 12 4,154 -5 -1 10 3,630 92 131 73
HATAWATE e e v evresnssovraosssansnnsevavsne | $88 -12 +19 148 63,680 0 ~2 122 84,616 158 202 140
=7 iz 5 793 =7 V2 7% 1,476 | 226 | 302 158

-7 +19 33 9,392 +17 -3 27 10,943 132 156 126

-10 +26 19 30,409 +6 +1 18 14,862 149 180 132

=11 +10 16 13,234 o 0 15 18,745 169 195 149

-16 +18 25 6,719 -4 -4 22 10,192 162 223 1143

East South Centralecvessessss 23 +22 32 4,510 +2 +10 10 5,712 144 187 101
West South Centrale..c..... . +22 =11 +18 15 5,891 +1 +1 9 6,379 177 207 151
MOUNt8iNe e sasasssorsasancsras e | #41 -13 +17 7 2,734 -2 -2 4 2,199 187 242 177

. +39 =15 +22 16 9 ,998 ~11 ~10 13 14 ,108 164 261 157

Industrial supplies.. . | 450 -2 +14 90 11,357 ~1 =1 63 13,450 166 243 164
New Englande.eceeseansss o | +47 -11 +23 7 555 -14 -1 6 1,220 247 439 222
Middle Abtlantice..,s.. seerssees | 460 +8 0 19 1,59 +13 +9 1 1,308 143 197 143
Fast North Central.... ceneevan +57 -6 +17 7 905 2 -1 6 563 133 186 125
West North Central.... weaeess | +21 -5 +10 8 969 5. -2 ‘5 814 149 196 141
South AtlantiCeececscsssrncersccconscs +37 =12 +10 .10 722 -6 -2 9 1,050 148 217 132
South Centrales.. +54 +2 +9 30 5,644 -1 -2 20 7,140 163 238 171
PACIfiCesscrasrnsssnsesnctonnnosasns +52 ~13 +32 9 948 +7 +2 6 1,355 208 316 184
JEWELTYeaseeoonsssaisansrosarsanesvannsns +23 +5 +9 151 9,694 +6 +6 a5 12,394 177 203 180
New Englende..coesee esee | #16 +4 +7 5 [ZxA c e [ ) ) c e
Middle Atlentice.... ceesss | 428 0 +19 50 3,150 +26 +12 20 3,768 183 183 171
East North Central.. enee | #12 +4 +5 37 1,983 ‘0 +6 22 2,409 148 164 147
West North Central.... +18 -1 [¢] 14 1,360 -6 +2 10 1,688 169 209 168
South Atlantice..... +14 +10 +9 6 390 [ [ (] c -] [ c
South Centralecsssssescssscess +30 +6 +6 [} 306 -9 +1 5 779 263 376 278
PacifiCeceraevesvsavssscosasessarcans 436 +20 +5 30 2,041 +3 +4 21 3,292 191 248 227




“WHOLESALERS' SALES A%D m"IORIE

IC[ND OF BU§INDSS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

o
) Page 3
sﬁp'm.
SLOSURE OF TNDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
- iﬁvéﬂfofy, end-of-month’ (at cost) Stock-sales®
Kind of business Percent ehagg o Percent change] September 1950 panel ‘ratios
and | : >
‘geographic division Sept. Sept. 9_ mos. Sept. »S;ept. No. .of Re ort ed .
1950 | 1950 | 1950 1950 | 1950 | estab- | THTRS | i | sent g,
from | from | from from | from |lishments : 2ED%e | Dept. D
i gk ’ values 1950 .| 1949 | 1950
Sept. | Aug. |9 msb Septs | Aug. report- (add 000) C.
194911950 | 1949 1949 | 1950 | - ing
Lumber and bullding materials,...........| 438 | -9 $34 75| $15:853 422 |- Yo "5l #9048 87 | o ‘76
MIdd1€ AtlantiCe.eieesceeesnssonsoean .+8 -16 +15 18 3,135 ~11 -3 9 831 46 48 37
Eagt North Centraleiesesescesessnocas +25 ~11 +29 10 1,483 =13 -3 7 705 Ve 90 &4
West North Central........ wene | 40 +14 +39 7 1,101 +18 ~19 4 272 47 51 59
South Atlantic...... saveensl +75 ~16 +58 7 1,747 +9 -2 5 245 50 61 48
East South Central,.. sseenarenes ) 466 | 438 +42 4 1,268 [ e [ [ c ¢ B
Mountaln.....c.eees. ciea e | 434 ~10 +23 6 2,605 +33 +11 5 1,954 87 82 L2
Pacific.............................. +76 -6 +44 9 1,823 +37 +2 7 1,767 112 150 104
Machinery equipment, supplies (&xcept R . .
electrical)............................. +18 -9 - 47 46 7,463 +13 4 31 11,158 184 184 167
New England.... w28 | -15 +I6 5 %68 7 +1 7 876 255 33 204
+53 -2 +5 8 1,173 +29 +7 3 978 143 191 131
+47 -5 +25 11 1,229 +16 +4 8 1,519 140 179 128
+31 +8 -7 5 936 c [ c c c c ‘e
+37 -14 +28 7 732 +98 +5 5 1,310 348 279 292
8 =10 41 35 11,346 =2 -7 32 10.35_6 93 167 i 90
1 42 +8 52 7,046 +18 +6 45 16,178 235 264 230
29 | 15 i 831 14,432 | 421 -3 60§ 14,274 | 120 | 126 105
New Englande.sssecesseroncannensanees| 435 =21 +38 7 489 c [ c c e e e
Middle ALLantice.eeseesnsoenovaonsss +25 ~12 +19 19 1,551 -8 ~10 11 1,156 105 148 102
East North Central..eeessiesceennan.s| 418 ~-17 +16 13 1,597 | +10 -1 11- 1,844 134 142 112
West North Centrale..ceecuess. +22 ~10 ‘+16 10 1,746 +18 -4 8 1,455 - 90 92 84
South Atlanticsceeiiceseness +31 =17 +26 20 6, 184 +26 -5 20 7,461 121 125 105
Pacificiiieiiencsainasnenna +75 -3 +7 4 1195 [ c [ c ] [ c
Refrigeration equipment , parts . y e
commercial)............................ 23 = +23 31 1,519 +14 +1 23 2,789 241 256 _1_’2
Middle Atlantic.... +35 =27 +26 5 284 c c e ] [ ) e
East North Central. +17 ~25 +19 6 263 =5 ~11 4 657 304 365 275
South Atlantic..... +36 -21 +29 8 518 +29 +9 7 901 185 197 135
2T i LR, +8 =31 +12 6 179 +24 +14 6 464 259 | 225 156
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies,.. 5 0 +19 31 4,334 +15 +3 27 4,189 103 131 160
Middle Atlantlc. Peesvesensiinne +49 +5 +25 6 795 -5 -10 4 533 81 141 95
Fast North Central.... +56 0 +26 5 1,839 +22 | +7 5 1,586 86 110 30
South atlantic...... csvsevsasnee]| 429 -2 +11 7 615 +45 +8 6 771 130 115 119
West South Centrale.iieeeseescocsens +27. 0 +19 4 447 —4 -6 4 a8 85 11 90
Beer..................................... =2 =22 +2 44 1,843 +20 -6 JL__&ﬁL 5 42 1:3
Middle Atlantic . PYRSS ~23 -33 =7 9 424 +12 -19 81 . 120 29 20 24
East Morth Central.ieiicececs... 0 ~22 +7 14 527 | +15 +5 13 224 44 39 33
West North Cenbral.......svses.. +1 ~17 +3 5 129 +41 -20 4 48 69 47 74
South Atlantic....., teeeaaes +9 ~13 -1 6 384 +15 -2 5 237 |I'mn &7 63
PACI G s ccrsienninnencnescnnnss +19 =15 +7 5 327 +50 =9 4 196 - 69 51 65
Chemlicals, mustzial.................... +77 2 +38 14 3,035 +6 T=1 9 1,232 47 85 49
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes Yool 43 =12 +2 23 4,193 +13 7 15 3,038 100 98 99
Coalivereensvannsn 42 | 410 +9 19 4,380 || -13 44 16 5,516 145 | 246 | 184
Confectionerye. s eee.s a5 42 ) 41 1,35 +3 +5 24 768 85| g8 3
Middle Atlantice........ +2 +9 ~2 7 318 +2 -5 4 86 51 48 57
East North Central..,. +5 -1 -3 4 97 c 3 e e c. [ e
South Atlantice.u..i.. +5 -4 +6 12 275 +8 +8 7 219 120 112 101
South Centralecisieernceeennsnuennss . +6 +10 -1 10 330 4 +5 5 186 23 118 116
Dairy and poultry ProductSes...ceseeessss. | 48 -7 +5 24 5,681 || 429 +12 . 15 2,993 64 55 84
Drugs and sundries (1liquor excluded).v... |  +8 +3 +7 198 57,029 +11 +4 152 77,346 174 168 173
New Englandesesscescsssonscsncensennas| 48 +6 +6 LAl 2,77 +8 +4 11 3,509 162 163 162
Middle Atlantic...ieeveens,..s oo | 42 +5 +5 25 10,000 +5 +2 7 9,648 158 147 166
East North Central. secsrons vee ) #10 +5 +7 29 9,819 +17 +8 22 11,472 151 142 147
Y cesnas| +8 +4 +7 20 6,432 +7 +4 18 9,171 160 162 161
cesne| 411 +2 410 32 6,883 | +10 e 23 8,629 177 | 179 177
ves ] b +2 +6 18 3,714 +11 +4 14 5,766 188 178 186
ese}. 412 +3 +10 28 7,960 +19 +5 23 13,976 208 197 207
. +6 | -2 +8 12 1,881 +11 +4 9 3,198 218 205 209
PaCd Ceretreiiinncnnansssnsennnsnns +12 -4 +6 20 7,566 +6 +3 15 11,977 181 179 169
Drygoods................................ +11 ~14 +11 168 55,155 +10 4 135 69,313 145 144 131
New England..... trerscecssness| +B 16 +9 7 903 -6 +3 7 646 72 81 59
Middle Atlantic),. sensssseess | 18 -12 +20 43 9,521 +10 -3 31 1497 i35 144 123
East North Central....\........ 6 -8 +8 18 6,792 || -1 - 18 7,584 112 | 120 108
West North Central. +8 -15 +7 19 19,395 -23 -8 18 31,422 162 143 150
South Atlantie...,. +1 -8 0 23 5,128 -2 -3 16 6,053 134 | 138 126
East ‘South Central.. +12 -19 +16 16 2,494 +21 0 10 2,868 152 1417 121
West South Central. se . ~1 -16 +2 14 3,706 +27 +6 14 5,032 136 106 108
Mountain,..... +18 -20 +11 5 589 +28 +1 5 1,253 213 196 168
+30 -18 +26 23 6,627 ~29 -1 16 4,958 163 320 129
Farm upplies.seececserenrannonnseenncnnsl 46 =7 -2 19 2,590 -3 +3 8 739 94 a'a 95
Fresh fruits and vegetableS.......e.... .. =9 =18 =11 64 3,860 +4 +5 37 650 27 23 21
New Englanideesesssecsenennes +1 24, -13 9 358 +65 ~-18 7 28 16 10 15
Middle AtlantiCe.seceesnsae, ~14 =23 -3 18 1,219 +27 +25 8 188 35 26 22
East North Central.. +7 -22 +5 15 T4 -9 +1 8 126 28 31 21
South Atlantice..... -17 +20 +15 7 300 =30 +31 5 42 20 22 19
East South Central +16 +14 +2 6 324 e [ e e [ ¢ [
PacifiCeniserrenerneenriecnnnennnnnns| -5 -13_ -4 4 659 [ ¢ e ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢

(Continued on next page)




Pdge’s’ WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS; AND ‘GEOGRAPHIC' DIVISION
SEPTRMBER 1950

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS

Sales i Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock sales®
sales
Kind of business Percent change September 1950 panel || Percent change [September 1950 panel ratios
and iSept.]| Sept.| 9 mos| No.. of K Sept.| Sept.| No, of '
geographic @ivision 1950 | 1950 | 1950 . estab- [P0 ed 1950 | 1950 | estap |Reported
: grm: from | from Iiah::tnts 'vglu':: from | frem | lishménts s:lu‘;:: i‘;gg i‘;ﬁ;' fglgb
ept. 9 mos.| report- Septs| August| report-
1949 | 1950 | 1949b ing |44 0000 Yo"t “iss0 ing | (8dd 000)
Groceries, $0t81eeseveressrssasrarneangeel 35 11 +8 431 1$129.850 114 +9 643 |14
Non—affiliated full-line wholesalersd. . 12 -8 +5 550} 57,684 +13 +5 447 & 62 ggé ig?? : 11251,__ 1] 12]1
N seaesvesscannerencar T -
Mddte Atiambisnrrrneent pA I i | 3 ;332 P v B | 2u0 | wr| w0l uo
East North Central.. S#12 -2 +12 138§ 14,159 +15 +6 118 16,186 128 126 | 120
West North Central. o -7 =11 +2 60 6,125 +12 +8 51 N 7:761 146 120 | 120
South Atlandic.... See +5 -8 +2 62 6,858 +14 +9 37 6,012 129 123 | 109
East South Central.:. -2 -7 + 39 4,185 +15 +3 31 4,247 126 105 | 114
West South Central... 0 -7 +3 112 | 12,667 +11 +6 89 14,588 148 132 | 133
-6 -9 -5 22 2,149 +11 +6 20 . 2,784 134 113 | 115
-3 —15. +2 89 7,663 +9 2 . 86 ) 9,653 132 119 § 115
+8 =13 410 166 | 48,983 +15 +16 122 54,151 146 138 | 110
+5 =27 +10 9 2,537 +8 0 4 707 124 108 o7
+1 ~-20 +11 451 13,838 +13 +21 30 16,046 157 40| 101
+1 -9 +7 39 8,160 416§  +12 32 8,485 142 124 | 118
+29 -4 +13 32| 12,524 +22 +21 32 17,952 143 152 | 114
+1 -17 +10 12 2,477 +19° +6 7 1,893 121 99 92
PACITiC,eeesvascessoesrassrnsscssnssy +4 =13 .+11 16 5,067 o] +12 4 2,101 107 114 87
Rgtailer-cooyerative wa;ehouse_as; eraeens +4 =4 +11 22 8,731 ; +16 +8 15 5,864 142 127 | 119
Spgciaétylgﬁirdlss WholesalerSeeeasessases +g —%g +1(3) 92 14,42% +17 +2 - 59 . 16,489 151 137 { 120
‘New Eng: vessaneans teeseeeseteaeans - c c c c e c c
Middle Atlantic..... . +6 =27 +17 20 3,619 { +21 -5 1z 3,778 124 110 93
Fast North Central. . +6 +20 +13 10 825 +20 -2 4 190 66 61 67
South Atlanticeesesceacas +4 -5 +10 24 2,047 +13 +6 16 1,945 120 109 | 107
East South Centralececs.s +12 +9 +17 6 588 e [ ¢ c 9 ' c
West South Centraleeueeens. +4 -40 +6 5 353 c c c ¢ ¢ ¢ c
PACIEICaaesrscassncosssasesscannananei +11 -20 +13 17 6,475 +15 +1 13 9,318 189 176 | 147
Leathér and shoe findingSe..sevecsnsacsss 46 =16 +8 31 617 +11 Q 15 1,162 350 315 | 302
Middle AtlantiCe.csseeccssescsossonss -7 ~4 + 8 65 c [ e [ e e c
East North Central.ssesseecssseeascasl +19. +4 +8 6 126 [ c c c e [ e
West North Centraleseeciecsocsarsssass -1 -9 +17 5 84 [ 4 ¢ [ [ e e
PacifiCuescsccessrssssnrssvsrscsensesl +10 -26 +9 6 258 e c [ c [ e e
Megts and meat ProduCtS.ee.isveseosssnsss +9 1 12 39 | 23,605 436 =7 33 7,730 42 34 45
Middle Atlanticsseesacsss .o .o 418 -7 +4 11 4,341 +32 -2 11 1,937 45 87 43
gas?fgorth Central.. Ig 0 ;g 13 9,714 +4$ ~10 12 3,873 42 32 47
eI T Ces cavoesnosrsnssrasas 4 +1 5 4,225 H4 +5 4 7460 36 68 31
Pape§ an% i}s groduets. ceeseeerrescorseasl 424 j +12 621 10,191 +6 =3 37 6,638 106 120 | 103
ew Fnglandeceescsereanss seasess] 423 +7 4 184 e c [ ) c 4 c c
Middle Ablantice.vececncs weenes| +28 -1 +19 17 2,378 +19 -6 10 1,159 80 83 90
East North Centraliessescssw 431 -1 +15 20 4,685 +1 o] 13 2,656 89 113 83
West North Centrolecissesescess a0 13 -20 +10 4 333 c [ [ [ c [ c
South Atlanticecses... +20 -13 +13 7 825 c c c c c ¢ e
PACITLCuerasesrrsccssransrnnnansansre 0 -7 -7 5{ 1,187 13 -2 4 1,432 1o | 128 142
PetrOLleuNlessssensnsnasnscssessescosnseen +9 ~6 16 26 4,472 +14 -8 26 3,974 89 85 91
Shoes and other fOOtWeAr..essssassseoss s =3 +7 29 | 34,472 +14 =7 22 12,416 72 T 63
Tobacco ProductBecsessssssssrcscrcccnsans 2 =10 ES 2841 39,615 =1 4 169 15,628 61 59 56
New Englande.... F +9 -8 +1 26 3,234 +9 +2 16 820 56 53 51
Middle AtlantiCe..ess +1 -8 -1 56| 13,809 -10 -12 36 6,064 58 66 61
Fast North Central... -18 -24 -3 68| 6,526 -4 +1 40 2,781 89 62| 55
West North Centrales.cscaccess +3 -1 -4 40 5,157 +19 +2 28 2,354 59 52 59
South Atlanticeseecescoerenes -2 -8 -2 20 3,79% +4 +1 i6 1,702 53 49 48
East South Central. vend| ¥17 -8 +5 9 1,162 +19 +9 4 526 59 61 48
West South Central. vars +4 -5 +4 25 2,193 -2 2 9 404 38 39 34
Mountainevescssnsnesccnas +6 -8 +8 17 1,199 +5 +2 8. T 369 83 73 71
=12 ~12 -3 23 2,541 +21 +16 2 | 608 65 53 49
+17 -22 +16 281 i 72,727 +40 412 236 113,827 194 161 | 133
-3 -38 +14 23 3,535 +80 +39 20 6,295 204 108 94
4 -17 422 411 22,464 +39 4 37 29,240 | 175 | 169 140
+20 ~15 +17 43| 10,144 +27 +9 35 12,785 161 165 129
.48 -16 +14 31 7,380 +27 +12 26 11,247 197 175§ 128
+11 -27 +9 43 8,690 +32 +6 39 14,418 181 149 | 130
East South Central. =15 ~-11 -3 16 2,366 +24 +7 13 3,623 186 141§ 153
VWest South Central. +16 -18 +10 35 7,879 +44 +19 30 16,567 226 180 | 153
MOUTIEBITI s s cesnsvsnnconnnssonnsonness] - +18 -19 +23 ) 1,842 433 +15 10 2,382 144 | 1321 100
- PACLIfICecacussensssccntrresconssannan -2 -38 +20 38 8,427 +62 +18 26 17,270 276 165 | 137
MiSCELLANEOUSeesereeseansosnssssesnnsenenl +17 -1 +14 39| 7,178 -6 -2 27 5,428 112 | 138 108

NOTE: The United States total and totals for some trades include
a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing atocks,
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

Insufficlent data to show separately.

[ N ="N I~

at the wholesale level,

_Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previcus monthly trends.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cocperative groups.
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers 1ocated in the so-called "licens

a number of éstablishments not assigned to a geographic division.
at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment busi-

States comprising geographic divisions:

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass,, N.H., R.I., Vi.)

Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.)

Fast North Cemtral - (Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohio,.¥is.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kens., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,

N. Dek., S. Dek.)

en States which do not have State control or monmopoly distribution

South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., M., N.C., 8.C., Va., W. Va.)

East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Temnn.)

West South Central - (Ark., la., Okla., Tezes)
Mountein - (Ariz., Colo,, Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex.,
Pacific - (Calif,, Oreg., Wash.)

Utah, Wyo.)
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were complled from reports subm1tted torthe
Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,974 wholesale establishments in various lines of
business.

SALES

October sales of wholesalers registered a slight increase (1%) abhove the level prevaxhng durmg
September, Compared with October of last year, however, sales showed a substantial increase amounting
to 23 percent. Cumulative sales for the first ten months of 1950 were 14 percent higher than during the
corresponding period of last year,

Regionally, there was little variation from the national seasonal pattern, with the largest increase
above the previous month, 6 percent, reported by the Middle Atlantic division. All areas reported in-
creases above October of last year, ranging from 15 percent in the Wést South Central division to 30 per-
cent in the East South Central area.

All trades, with the exeeption of farm supplies, reported sales at a level higher than a year ago; how-
ever, only seventeen showed increases over September. The largest increases over October 1949 were
reported in metals and surgical, medical equipment and supplies with advances of 79 and 62 percent re-
spectively. Only three trades, fresh fruits and vegetables, farm supplies and tobaceo, with declines of 9, 2

and 1 percent respectively, reponted sales during the first ten months of 1950 below the comparable period
of 1949,

INVENTORIES

Stocks in the hands of wholesalers at the end of October increased 7 percent above the September 30
stock level and were 15 percent over the dollar value of inventories on October 31 of last year. All geo-
graphic regions followed the national pattern with increases in the stock level over both periods. Accord—
ing to reports of 3,054 establishments reporting inventories in conjunction with sales, the October stock-
sales ratio of 128 was 6 points above the previous month but 11 points below October 31, 1949, '
RETAIL TRADE

According to this Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, October sales of mdependent retail stores
declined 3 percent below September,but were 9 percent higher than October of last year. Cumulative sales
for the first ten months of this year were 10 percent above the same period of 1949,

DS IN WHOLESALERS’ GALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Funciion Wholesalers iny)
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS® SALES AND IZ\'VII.‘(TORJ]JS

U0BER 1950

BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GIK)GE’.APHIC_ DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIV'IéI(;NS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE QF INDIVIDUAL (PERATIONS)

Sules inventory, end-cf-month (a4 cost) a
Stock-sales
ind of busi . Percent change October 1950 panel g§Percent changed October 1950 panel ratios
of business -
) end Oct. | Oct. |10 mos{ No. .of Qet. | Qet, 0. ©
geographic division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- [FSPOTYEd | 1950 | 1950 | - Sotan. | Beportea
from | from | from | lishments| (018 | from |from | lishmentd OOLlET | Oct.) Oct|Sept.
'Oct. | Sept.|10 mog] report- | T 000 y} 0ct. | Sept. | report- (" i ) 9
1949 | 1950 | 1949 ing a 1949 {1950 & /
United States, total.iveeervcesesns +23 +1 +14 3,97 _|$818,284 +15 +7 3,054 | $843,630% 128 BE{ 122
New Englande..veveecsvncscacscasosianees +24 +L +16 229 34,506 +13 - 48 171 30,831 121] - 132] 108
Middle Atlanticeeseen.... +25 +6 +16 749 167,571 +16 +6 527 142,225 111 123] 112
East North Central.......... +30 Hh +16 798 157,168 +17 +7 632 150,660 112{ 26| 109
West North Gentral..... +15 -2 49 442 108,093 +15 +5 366 133,572 146f 148 137
South Atlantiq. vesvenes +28 +1 +15. 484 85,780 +17 +8 361 89,093 125] 138} 116
Eagt South Central....: +20 4 +12 203 34,148 +20 +9 151 38,248 137 140§ 121
VWest South Central.. +17 & +9 374 64,106 +11 +5 292 84,159 158 167| 146
Mountain.........s +23 -2 +16 163 26,292 +12 +7 127 30,319 137{ 151 125
Pacificeiseneess tesenearsrasansennreane +22 +2 +17 482 108,939 +11 +11 378 119,723 140f 154} 129
Automotive supplies.sssceercicennneanans +27 +4 +16 233 19,419 +7 +6 181 18,143 1941 23| 194
New England..... +40 +7 1 412 8 643 c c e [ e el e
Middle Atlantic. +25 +10 +9 40 1,472 +11 +6 36 2,343 185] 204] 192
Bast North Central. +34 +10 +16 54 3,877 +20 +3 43 4,285 189] 195 199
West North Central... N +24 0 +15 41 5,603 ~4 +7 33 4,773 1791 245} 169
South Atlantic....... +37 5 | +29 17 2,772 +16 +5 10 1,044 2511 234 239
South Centrals....... +16 -3 +21 13 2,505 +14 -1 8 1,090 171 213} 181
. Mou.;ﬁ‘.ain. essassen -/é -2 +10 15 799 +4 +52 7 947 2531 241 169
Pacific....... +31 - +14 +9 45 1,748 > 42 +5 41 3,239 210| 291 232
Electrical group, totalessscevecsvoaensss] 442 +1 425 627 164,724 +12 +10 562 133,123 88l 112| 80
Full-line wholesalers.,. +40 0 +22 410 124,298 +9-1 410 402 109,798 901 114 81
New England..'s.cevees [ +34 =3 +29 31 7,049 +3 +8 31 5,912 84f 109 75
.;Middle Atlantic.... +50 +8 +25 61 20,455 +17 - +6 58 16,389 83F 106 84
East North Central. +48 +6 +26 82 28,120 +14 +10 81 23,803 851 111 82
West. North Central. +29 +2 +5 40 12,027 S +9 40 10,119 84| 105 78
South Atlantic..... 45 ~10 +27 59, 16,207 +18 +11 57 15,548 100f 1221 80
East South Central, +42 +2 +19 24 5,384 +16 +14 23 4,499 86| 105f 77
West South Central. +34 -8 +14 46 11,218 +5 +9 46 12,565 112f 1431 94
Mountein.. cooeeenne +30 ~10 +21 19 4y 548 -4 +17 19 4,385 96| 131| 74
PacifiCereeascevenanosnescnnsansaia +28 -2 +24 48 . 19,290 o] +14 47 16,578 871 111 75
Wiring supplies; construction materials .
AistribuborSececsvsseseresncansnsanas +48 +6 +18 120 9,339 +20 +6 84 6,990 102§ 128; 102
New England... +56 +5 +22 13 704 [§] 3] 5 234 103] 158 104
- Middle Atlantic.seseuon. . +31 +12 +11 34 1,447. +11 +5 22 1,407 123{  149] 129
East North Central........ v +58 +9 +26 2; 2,636 +13 +4 21 2,003 llg 152 2]‘:]6;
Vest North Central. +23 ~4 +10 1,073 +35 4] 6 667 11 9
South Atlantic.......... +79 +10 +23 16 2,080 +20 412 12 1,295 67| 105f 68
South Centralececeesecscnss cean +29 ~5 +7 10 853 +36 +8 8 898 127| 113f 106
Mountaine..ecerurenrecnnnos vaee +10 -3 +18 4 178 e [ [ e e ¢ [
PacifiCeeiessrcrresmensonceens seveen T 64 -3 +35 8 368 +45 +18 7 424 117] 134 96
Appliances and speeialties wholesalers +53- 42 +43 97 31,087 +29 +11 76 1 16,335, 72 92i 67
New England,eeeececiorecsecacsnnonas +88 - -3 +67 12 1,831 +41 +11 10 1,049 70 99| 61
Middle Atlantic.. | +49 +6 +39 20 12,935 +47 +15 1 3,519 57 72| 55
East North Central. +94 +10 7L 14 3,341 +65 +17 9 1,741 61 Thy 57
West North Central. crenen +37 +15 +28 11 1,878 +32 +3 10 2,865 155 162] 173
South Atlantice.... +39 +3 +39 16 4,619 +7 +14 15 2,536 65 84| 58
South Central.... +44 -14 +21 11 2,165 +38 +12 9 2,245 1061 111{ 81
Mountain....... .. +79 +7 +57 5 849 +9 +2 5 813‘1‘ 28 lgi 1(3)3
Pacificei.esececncencns +50 -9 +59 8 3,469 0 +13 7 1,549, 6
Furniture and house furnishings......... +48 +10 +33 83 20,958 +11 +1 66 17,969 97{ 134| 105
New Englan@ececcescovassansnse . +46 -7 +31 4 1,038 c [ [ [ 3} c ¢
Middle Atlantice.... cessene +39 +27 +30 17 4,300 +18 -2 13 2,956 92] 108} 117
East North Central.... erasae +79 +14 +52. | 8 3,276 =10 0 6 2,321 79| 163| 90
West North Central....i. +68 +4 +37 12 3,316 +15 -1 12 3,544 107 156 112
South Atlanticeserecesvreas -9 +7 +2 9 756 c c c e c [ [
West South Centraliscucevessonss . +61 +7 +39 12 2,211 c c c [ e c e
Mountaine.ceaseveecendonserorncrenes +54 +2 +46 6 1,179 +50 +6 5 1,386 136] 147 135
PACIfiCsetcrasrescanmescnrrassonsnas +39 +10 +29 12 43553 +13 +5 10 3,796 T 88 107 92
HArdwareaeesosesscescarsosccosoansonnnss +33 41 1 420 141 63,327 +11 +7 116 84,242 i57| 193] 149
Middie Atlantic..... +38 +9 +21 34 10,538 +27 +5 29 11,833 125| 137 131
East North Central.. +51 4 47 +26 | 20 12,635 +10 +1 19 14,659 120{ 167} 128
West North Central +24 +3 +12 17 13,971 +6 +1 16 19,606 165§ 200} 169
South Atlantic... +35 -1 +20 22 5,997 +12 412 19 10,324 187| =226 163
East South Centra: +23 -5 +22 12 4,305 +24 +16 10 T 6,645 175 177} 144
West South Central +17 -7 +17 i3 4,656 +8 +8 7 5,235 2061 2161 179
MOUDtain o esenen +39 -2 +19 7 2,673 0 -2 16 15’52 13? gig 118";
PACifiCasacecrnscarscersvrssssccrars +31 -5 +23 13 8,280 +5 | .+22 bl y
Industrial supplieS..cieeeesisccocecanas +66 +9 +19 88 14,374 +6 +3 65 16,435 141] 218| 351
+46 +12 +25 8 644 -11 =3 7 1,224 216] 350} 246
+57 +8 +5 18 1,565 +23 +7 12 1,534 144 187) 142
+92 +24 +23 8 1,140 +10 0 6 549 126 186| 128
+30 ErA +12 8 1,028 +7 +1 7 1,419 j| 146) 179 159
+66 +17 +14 8 i 682 +1 +7 7 825 125{ 201j 135
. +58 | -1 +13 29 5,500 +9 +3 20 7,364 166] 229 163
PacifiCsveeecnersacsoncesccnsssnsnss +97 +25 +42 9 3,815 ~1 4 6 3,520 100] 206; 123
JEWELLYsaeeessononiovoesoroanronnnvensss +27 +12 +11 141 g,zgi +2 +4 78 11,633 173 20:» 172
New England....... +22 +2 +9 5 e [ c K cy s
Middl?Atl&ntic. oeee +50 +24 +22 45 2,515 -7 -1 17 1,975 1561 215{ 177
East North Central +24 +13 +8 34 2,316 +15 +4 20 2,841 147| 158] 158
West North Central ven +18, +4 +3 14 1,267 -2 +5 11 1,884 183 225 172
th Atlantic...... +11 +1 +8 6 356 4 [ [ ¢ c
gg\l:th gentrzl. cosssnne +33 +8 +1v 6 365 -6 +13 5 950 2691 383| 257
PacifiCeescersncarecssrsicosconconns +17 +7 +8 28 2,268 +4 +4 19 3,556 | 190 212| 190

(Continued .on next page)




WIOLESALERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF DUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHEC DIVISTON Page 3
' OCTORER. 1950 _ ,

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT 'DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL COPERATIONS)

. Sales - Inventory, end-of-monin (et cost) Stotk-s ales®
Percent change October 1950 panel {Pergent change] October 1950 panel ratios
¥ind of business 0ot. | Oct. 10 mosy We. of i Oct. |Oct No. of
and . . o . . . .
geographie division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- |{MPOMTEd f 955 | g5y | egtap- R:f;;;::d oct. | oct.|sept.
from | from | from [istments values from | fram [lishments vatue 19501 1949} 1950
Oct. | Sept. |10 mog.| Teport- Oct. | Sept. | report- aiues
1949 | 1950° | 1949 ing (edd 000) § 1949 .| 1950 ing (add 000)
Lumber and building materials...ev...... +38 -1 +34 701 $14,764 +33 +7 491 $9.560 [ 93 95 | .89
: escesas | +24 T 420 +16 17 3,444 -7 + 9 891 33 49-1 46
wef +29 [o] +29 9 1,244 -3 1 41l 6 705 95 | 111 89
West North Central,.. ] o#32 -1 +39 5 977 e ] e e ¢ c c
South Atiantie.... o] +46 -12 +57 7 1,530 +31 | +16 5 284 56 59 50
Mountain,....... « | +60 4% +26 5 2,153 +45 +4 5 2,039 95 1 104 87
PACIIC in et retitiienierenanas +45 -5 +4d 9 1,740 +61 | +14 7 2,013 § 141 135' 112
Machinery equipment, supplies (except .
electricdl)....... l.. pp crrsserensesia | +50 +9 +10 43 6,857 +8 +1 28 8,154 4149 | 209 | 165
New England..... +43 +18 +19 4 472 [ c e e e ¢ &
Middle Atlantic... +91 +17 +12 8 1,400 +37 +3 4 1,227 {136 | 210 | 162
East -North Central +68 +5 +29 9 1,134 +21 0 6 1,245 1123 [ 177 | 134
South Atlantie..,. +49 +13 -2 6 1,145 =7 +2 4 1,539 1161 | 278 | 177
West South Central +42 +27 +4 5 937 +8 -2 4 1,662 | 196 | 254 | 267
Pacific..... cerenton +57 ~19 +29 6 489 ¢ ] [ e e e e
Metals....... heasaee teseanae Srenenaee o i 79 +12 +45 351 12,729 +3 =2 32 ‘10,753 86 | 150 o8
Paints and varnishesS..e..esvssvonnnensn . § 27 +10 +11 51 7,664 +11- ~4 45} 15,332 1204 | 234 | 234
Plumbing and heating supplies........... +34 46 +21 83 14,359 +31 +6 61] 14,343 {1117 | 120 | 118
New England.... . vese ] 416 -5 +35 7 464 [ e i ¢ ¢ [ c | ¢
Middle Atlantie.. ees | 420 +3 +19 18 1,533 +13 +3 10 1,075 | 104 | 112 | 100
East North Ceniral eee | +21 +6- +17 14 1,899 +15 +6 iz 2,131 {126 §.133 | 128
West North Central cesnes b 424 -3 +17 . 11 1,711 +26 +3 9 1,547 96 95 91
South AtlantiCeeseeuennevennrnoens. +47 +9 +27 is 6,164 +37 +7 19 7,035 § 114 | 123 | 116
Refrigeration equipment , parts I N .
(Commereial) . eeeunnes teerunernenennns +29 -9 +23 241. 1,031 +33 +5 15 1,564 4 228 | 226 | 198
Middle Atlantie,. . cene | 429 -11 +26 5 252 [ e c e [ e <]
South Atlantic,......... o] 424 -8 +28 7 456 +49 +6 5 832 1203 {173 | 175
32: Lt 5 3 R +37 +8 +13 4 118 +15 +4 4 33L § 280 | 336 | 291
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies.. | +62 +19 +23 28 4,986 +12 +6 24 4,228 90 j 134 {102
+11 41 {. +3 43 1,886 +18 -3 39 849 49 45 21
. -8 +6 -7 9 449 +24 | -10 8 108 24 18 29
Eest North Central...... . . +7 ¢} +7 i3 505 *ll -8 13 2086 41 39 44
West North Central. «{ +13 -1 | +6 5 128 +49 +8 . 4 52 87 56 69
South Atlentie... < | #32 +5 +1 [ 404 +43 -8B 5 223 64 70 71
Pacific..iivivennrnnnn,, . . +32 ~10 +10 5 295 +29 -2 . - 4 193 78 71 69
Chemicals, industriale...,...... crveenes | 442 =3 +38 14 2,082 +5 +1 9 1,157 78 | 108 71
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes).| +27 4 +3 s 2,085 +12 ~7 11 1,383 1 92 | 105 | 104
[ - B ceeen +65 +3 +13 19 4,120 +29 1 415 15 4,533 1131 | 185 | 118
Contectionery..vesseresnrerennrsannann,s +9 +4 +1 41 1,354 +2 +5 25 828 94 98 920
Middle Atlantic,... +16 +1 0 8 349 + | +14 4 123 66 68 55
East North Central. +9 -5 -3 5 97 +18 | +18 4 84 1120 {118 99
South Atlantie..... +13 +7 +6 12 295 +12 +8 7 236 ) 120 | 116 ] 120
East South Central. +5 +31 ~4 7 176 +16 7| -4 4 43 84 88 | 105
Dairy and poultry productSes...eseses...| +15 +8 +5 22 3,240 +26 -8 13 1,066 43 39 51
Drugs and sundries (1liquor ‘excluded)....] +17 +3 +8 - 175 51,546 +12 +9 1361 72,076 ) 180 | 187 | 169
New Englande.ececeeeessanona. v +13 -1 +6 13 2,808 +13 ] 11 11 4,097 1183 | 183 364
Middle Atlantic... +15 +6 +6 27 10,946 +10 | 416 19| 11,343 167 | 174 | 153
East North Central. +21 +4 +8 25 9,326 +19 +5 19 11,476 f 158 | 162 | 152
West North Central. +15 -2 +8 18 5,869 +12 | +10 16 9,129 11177 | 184 | 157
South Atlantic,.. +19 +2 411 30 6,658 +14 +9 22 9,298 1190 | 200 | 178
+15 17 43 +7 16 3,610 +12 %3 12 5,520 § 187 | 200 | 187
+18 +1 ] +11 .22 5,509 47 | 43 18| 9,423 [ 208 | 230 | 205
+21 +3 +9 9 1,557 1 +15 +8 [ 2,407 1214 | 220 | 202
+12 ¢ 4 +6 15 5,263 +12 +9 13 9,383 | 180 | 180 {172
DIy BO0AS e e useninnannrnrnesienennrnnens +14 =9 +11 173 49,975 +13 +3 133] 69,280 {164 | 162 | 143
New England.. . +8 -4 9 8 988 +o +7 8 848 86 89 77
Middle Atlantiec... .1 %30 -3 +21 45 8,812 +7 +1 28 8,783 | 148 | 180 | 136
East North Central.. . +9 -7 +8 7 6,065 +8 +4 17 7,308 |120 {121 |a108
West North Central...,. . +9 ~14 +7 18 16,012 +23 +1 167 29,588 li186 | 165 | 158
South Atlentic......... <] +13 -2 +1 24 5,253 +2 -1 17 6,209 1136 | 147 | 132
East South Central... . e | #19 12 +16 16 2,083 +14 -5 10 2,657 1175 | 176 | 159
West South Central.. .. ~10 -23 [} 14 3,156 +41 | 14 14 6,286 {199 | 126 |135
Mountain............ +18 +1 +12 5 594 +31 -1 5 1,236 | 208 | 186 | 213
PacifiC.ieeirineinnennannnas Seves ] 425 0 +26 26 7,012 =14 | +15 18 6,365 |[180 | 256 | 163
Farm SUPDLieS . teurntinetnennnissrnnanan. . -8 -6 -2 200 3,016 -9 +1 9 777 53 59 54
Fresh fruits and vegetables........ veese +2 S 43 -9 67 4 908 ~14 ] 421 679 .. 24 26 23
New England....\....... aen +5 -2 ~12 9 350 +43 | 443 8l 40 16 12 11
Middle Atlantie,.... e +19 +17 -2 15 1,150 +3 +6 8 37 9 .9 10
East North Central.. seee | 410 +6 +6 16 1,256 -7 1 410 8 139 36 38 | 28
West North Central,. . -20 -17 -5 7 550 =15 ;| +20 7 232 42 40 29
South Atlantie..... cees ] =13 +6 ~15 7 327 -32 | +10 4 45 21 25 20
East South Central.. e | +12 -4 +3 5 299 ¢ [ [ [} e e ¢
Pacific...................._......... ~-10 -2 4 5 638 [ c ¢ ¢ e c ¢

(Continued on next page)



Page 4 WHOLESALERST SALES AND INVEITORI:S, BY iITDS OF DUSINESS AXD mgm-mc DIVISION
<" OCTOBER 1950

(BATL ARE SHOWN BY CEOGRAPEIC DIVISYONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL- OYMIONS)

' Sales ) f Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) s
: - . 7 Stocks gales
/ Kind ogngusineas Percent change QOctober 1950 panel . reent changdl October 1950 panel ratios
geographic division - Get. | Oct. | 20mos| Nunber of Oct. | Oct. i} Mumb f p
_ : ) 1950 1950 {1950 | estab- | “SPOTY®4 § 3050 | 1950 | estab- Rt Loes. | oot sept
from{ fromi{from | listments|. from | from {lishments oLLar . 3 ust. - -
Qct. | Sept. 0 mog. report- (:ﬁuggo) Oct. |sept. | report- | 78Tues 11950 | 1949 1950
1949 | 1950 | 1949 ng 1949 | 1950 | ing | (824 .000) ?
Groceri®s, 10taleueseraensasurnsesens 6] .3f “am s} dut,o0r | sl s :
ersege X N +10 631 $130,4581 1541 139 138
No;x;:fggﬁgd full~line w;xoles,alers . :g —g +:1; 555 53 ,12;'70 +171 411 448 70, 104 160§ 140 136
etesescresencianinrasenne - + 6 E
Middle AVIEHtiCeerrerascasvorsaconss | =1} 8] 45 19} 1,823 az| ) a0l 200 12| 7] 156
East North Central... +51 -10] 412 w5 13,308 :
Goct Nordn donteay o 3,30 +20] 414 6| 19, sade ) 161] 143] 126
South AtIANtIC. ... owens seeeee | 0L ) 42 601 5,862 1 4131 48 T49] 8,090] 168 47| 148
; sesstarsnssossccvecene | 47 -2 3. 65 6,852 241 48 37 6,538 § 147 | 127 130
j 5&3’: Souttg Centraleccaccerencscncsne +4 4 +4 41 4,220 +18 +14 32 4,909 1 151 133 126
es ti—loﬁ Centralescacescesccccecns -1 =71 .+‘3 111 11,681 | _+10 +8 88 15,246 § 168 150 146
'Pmciri S LLLT PETCP S PP +8 +1 bl 21 2,020 §. +32 +151 19 2,972} 1531 125 134
8 LT TR CRTYE PYPERLLY +1 0 +2 87 6,795 +19 +15 84 9,719} 151} 127 132
i ] i
T B e 8 R R ST TR e
Hiddle ASIARbics...ereerns @) w3 3| s8] 100s03 | 20| 48| . 25 111’;%;3' 15| Bl i
5&32 goittg genﬁ:i. [P +11 -2 +7 38 7,837 +26 +11 33 9,887 ] 163 ] 144 144
S:‘slth Ztl t? avne | 151 44 413 25 7,022 #25 6] 251" 8,846} 1261 116} 124
South antic..coeas 2 -0 +10 12 2,470 +24 +3 7 1,9481 125{ 107 121
PaCIfiCecsrsercacnrcsnasonsacnseavan +16 -1] +12 16 4,992 +12 +23 4 2,5821 127 135 107
Retaiier-ecoperative mMeq... asoe -+8 -2 +10 22 8,577 +13 +81 16 6,519 % 1391 131 138
Spﬁgia%ﬁntgliﬁes wholesaler8Brcansscsane +Ig g +1_Z 82 10.1$9 +16 -4 56 T.8491 1151 104 123
Middle AClantice. rrsssrerenreenes | 45| 48| 415 22| a008 | 27| -6 5| se0n) 109) 87| 124
Fost NOrth Centraleeesseesses . =10 -15] 410 10 703 +20 +12 5 '213 66 59 61
South Atlantic....cccerecsnncccnnnne ] - #¥2] < =3 +10 23 1,934 o +2 15 1,900F 124 | 127 120
‘I;asz g:ug gzg:‘ll................... +?:'$8 - 45 +18 6 617 c [ c ! ef - ¢ c e
es u eecensnestasaeanre =3 +4 5 343 .3 [ e e e [
Paciﬁc,........................:... +6 -4 +13 13 2,156 +38 +1 10 1,132§ 159 132 161
Leather and shoe i‘indinga. crssracsenenns +10 =7 +9 28 529 +10 +2 13 1, 354 V
Middle Atlentic.....evvencvunns +9 ) +5 7 61 e e e 012 e 3‘.52 3_“;
East North Central...... cev.f 11 24 +6 5 68 ¢ c ef c c c e
Weat North Central.. +19 +10 +17 4 80 [ [ c e [ e c
Pacificicsecrcesscarcacnsnrnccocanns +16 10 +9 6 232 c c ey e e c ¢
Meats and meat products... veee +9 ~10 +2 39 20,770 +47 44 33 T 745 47 35 43
Middle Atlantic...cocennses 46 -3 +4 9 3,595 +26 -2 9 1,518 42 36 42
gas:hﬂiz.;h gznttal... cesssncsnsnrene 4}:; -g -Z; li 8,25 E +65 +9 12 4,280 53 35 43
ou ANtICecvececsccnnsionacnons + +. = R 5 [ [ c [ c e
Pacific.............,........-../.V.f... +12 -10 +8 5 3,787 +36 -3 4 715 34 30 36
+35 +10 +14 62 10,767 +6 +1 37 66,4361 .96 124 108
+18 +1 +8 5 299 4 +2 4 340) 201§ 242 188
+55 +20| +23 18 3,087 +24 +1 11 1,182 62 79 78
Test North Central.......onoeeesnns | +38] #15] 417 18] weso | 7] -4 n|  2uz} | us| e
West North Centralycesernsviseeceses +20 +2 +11 4 339 c c [ e c [ ]
South Aflantic.ccescsciecnnscinianss +20 +3 +14 8 886 c e [ [ c c e
West South Central .on +17 -10 +13 4 373 c c [ c [ c ¢
Pacific... ceann % +12 -9 ~7 5 1,123 +18 +6 5 1,900} 169{ 160} 145
Petroleulycvsneesssoesnsasnssssrsanssncs +30] ~ 47 +9. 29 5,192 +13 +9 28 4,618 §91 103 87
Shoes and other footwear.iiiisaccenecssns +19 1 - =21 8 35] ° 26, 961' +11 +1 28 11,883 83 % 71
Tobaceo ProductS..essasccsicaseaianioens +3 =2 -1 274 38,531 - +6 +8 163 15,869 65 63 58
New Englandes.ecesoasasscecasasssscas | +5 Q- +1 25 3,156 +7 +4 14 To672 56 56 53
poanitusieetismsovntossosed IDVY IS ) BN B el BT B B ve| @ | e
agt Nor en tesciesncnnsananeny + - - +. 2, 6! 62
West North Central......... +5 -3 -3 .39 4: 718 +6 +2 28 2’ 205 63 %] 59
i South Atlantice.eeeseesccas +2 +1 -2 ) 21 3,990 11 +2 17 1: 837 53 49 53
East South Central..... +21 -3 +23 8 1,073 +9 +3 4 355 71 75 69
West South Central..... +6 0 +4 29 2,655 +5 +1 14 818 59 56 57
Mountéine.eseeencnss +B8{ -3 +B 18 1,174 ~2 +1 8 346 82 38 84
PacifiCiesesarecesnnnss -3 +3: ~3 21 2,386 =3 -5 . 10 387 51 56 58
Wines and spiritse. FOUTR, +11 +9 +16 - 228 67,454 +28 6 |- 185 98,699 ] 184 158 186
New England..... +25 +16 +15 17 3,710 +51 +16 14 3,994 1 199§ 125 145
Middle Atiantic... +15 +10 +21 37 23,494 +23 +2 34 30,816} 157 147 170
East North Central..... +8 -6 +17 37 6,924 +29 +11 27 10,002{ 185 159 158
West North Centmal....... -3 -3 +13 321 7,002 +23 +5 25 10,652 200{ 165 188
South AtlantiGeccececensese T 421 +24 +10 33 7,716 +32 +15 31 12,8621 172 | 157 186
East South Central....c...s . - +3 +1 -2 14 2,635 +17 +13 11 4,0478% 182 | 160 166
West South Centralicecevenrcvesrense +18| . 49 +10 26 5,735 +19 -2 22 10,864 ] 2021 203 234
Mountaine.csesoreacsssnsnnsnvensoesrs +7 -2 +23 7 1,262 +19 ¢ 6 6 1,4924 138 2120 145
PECifiCeinnercassssssvocnnsnronsnars +4 +26 +18 25 8,896 +49 +13 15 13,970§ 275 ] 168 277
MiBCellaNe0US.sranerressonssersoancrssss +34 -3 +15 40 6,895 -5 -1 27 5,3811 113 | 160 112
NOTE- The United States iotal and totals for some trades include a number of establiehments not assigned to a geographic division.
a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including eny direct shipments and consignment
‘business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunetion with sales.
b Includes reports received too late for inciusion im previous monthly trends.
¢ TInsufficient data to show separately.
4 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperatlve groups. . R
e Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so—called "1icense! States which do not have State control or monopoly distrib-
ution at the wholesale level. :
States comprising geographic divisions:
New England - {Conn,, Maine, Masg., NiHe, R.I., Vt.) South Atlantic - (Del., D.l., Fle., Ga., M., NeCe, 5.C., Va., W, Va.)
Middle Atlantic - (NoJ., N.Y., Pa.)} Eest South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
Fast North Central - (I11.; Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) West South Central — (Ark.,.La., Okla., Texzs)
West North Ceniral - (Iowa, Kens., Minn., Mo., Nebr., Mountein ~ (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex:, Utah, Wyo.)

! N, Dek., S. Dak,) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Washi)
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from reports sub-
miited to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,093 wholesale establish-
ments in various lines of business, : )
SALES

Wholesale dollar sales in November declined seasonally 3 percent below the previous
month but indicated a gain of 16 percent above November a year ago, Cumulative sales for the
first eleven months of 1950 were 14 percent above the corresponding period of 1949,

Regionally, declines of 2 to '7'percent below October levels were experienced in all geo-
graphic divisions, except the New England and West South Central regions which indicated slight
gains. All areas, however, reported increased sales over November 1949, ranging from 8 per-
cent for the West North Central region to 25 percent for New England,

Most trades reported seasonal declines below the previous month’s sales levels, with
the largest drop (26%) registered by clothing and furnishings, Compared with a year ago, how-
ever, moderate to substantial gains were indicated byall trades, except clothing and furnishings
(no change), coal (-7%), fresh fruits and vegetables (~11%), and grocery specialty lines (-12%). .
Sales for the first eleven months of 1950 were ahead of the comparable period of lastyear for all’
but three trades - tobacco {(no change), farm supplies (~2%), and fresh fruits and vegetables (-10%).
INVENTORIES ‘ :

Wholesalers’ inventories at the end of November rose 4 percent above the October 31
stock level and 18 percent over the dollar value of stocks on hand November 1949, All regions
followed the national trend with increases over both periods, except the West South Central di-
vision which indicated a slight (1%) decline below the previous month’s stock level, According:
to the reports of 3,112 establishments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the No-
vember stock-sales ratio of 143 was 10 points higher than the previous month but the same as
was reported November 10490,

RETAIL

November sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Re-

tail Trade Report, were at the same level as the previous month and 6 percent more than No~

Vember 1949, Cumulative sales for the first eleven months of 1950 were 10 percent above the
same period a year ago.

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only).
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY !CINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

*NOVESDER 1950
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL CPERATIONS)
Sales . Tnventory, end-of-month (at cost)
- Stock-sales®
Percent chenge November 1950 penel [Percent change November 1950 panel ratios-
Kind of business e " ) Py &iw pro e v
an . ov. oV, mos.| No. . . 0, Of
geographle division 1950 11950 | 1950 | estab- Rggﬁ:‘;d 1950 [ 1950 | esteb- |FPOTEed) wov. | oot
from |from | from |lisments| oo from | from | lishuments + | Nov. | Oct,.
Nov, |QOet. [11 mog.| repori- ;elues Nov: | Oct, report- values | 19501 1949 | 1550
(add 000) {add. 000,
1949 (1950 | 194 ing 1949 | 1950 ing
United States, t0tRL..cveeecrenes +16|  ~3] +14| 4,093 4822078 | +18 | +4 3,112 |4959,799 ||143 | 1431 133
Hew Englend...cciavees ees +25 +2 +17 233 38,539 421 +3 172 33,517 }116 1251 118
‘Middle Atlantio.... . +15 -2 +16 764 173,170 +19 +4 539 156,080 | 118 1164 113
‘'East North Central. +21 -4 +16 - 814 152 970 +20 +2 639 161,234 124 128 116
West North Central +8 = +9 437 102, 7149 +22 +5 346 145 421 172 1541 151
South Atlantie... +20 b +16 504 90 431 +20 +5 381 100 958 134 1341 124
Eapt South Central.. +19 A +13 207 2 ,183 +24 +5 154 39 723 153 148 | 140
West South Central +11 o} +9 388 67,879 +10 ~1 303 90 ,326 || 159 160§ 161
Mountain..cevenes +16 —4 +16 170 27,548 +13 +3 136 33, 500 144 147 | 135
Pacifice.ca.as ovne +16 -3 +17 526 109,229 +12 +4 392 129 387 151 158§ 140
Automotive supplied....... testrvenannas +22 ~10 +17 283 20,953 412 | 42 178 19,375 | 203 2261 200
New Englend..e.es . +25 -~18 +14 8 529 e e e e ) Py <
Middle Atlantic... +31 +5 +11 42 1,664 +12 +4 36 2,643 194 2227 193
East North Central.. +22 -6 +17 57 4,811 +24 +2 46 6 558 1l 181 75| 181
VWest North Central. +19 -14 +15 LS 4,904 +2 | 43 20 2, 783 244 259 { 226
South Atlantic.. +32 -16 429 18 2,824 +13 -1 10 l 031 il 212 250 | 251
South Central... +13 -12| +20 19 2,337 +17 f+15 i3 1 ,498 218 248 | 172
Mountain...evoe. . . +8 +3 +10 18 1,008 +9 +4 7 989 | 248 229 | 253
Pacificeicveinnvsne PR . +31 10 +11 " 2,876 +1 -1 43 3,468 | 249 320 215
Electrical group, total........... cases +34 -5 +26 666 _|.166,942 +31 [ +15 590 163,180 {106 110 88
Full-line yholesalerS..cscssasasrcnss 439 =2 +23 427 125,164 427 L4ld 419 129,788 1 105 114 90
New England........ v +bdy +3 431 32 8,471 +27 | +18 32 8,030 95. 107 83
Middie Atlantic. +45 -3 +27 61 19 833 +31 | +14 59 18,818 97 208 83
Bast North Central. ves +41 -3 +28 .83 28, 237 +30 +9 83 | 27,216 98 105 87
West North Central... .. +30 -3 + 41 11 ,902 +26 | +16 41 ¥2,029 101 105 84
South Atlantic....... +47 0 +28 64 16 ,416 +38 | +12 62 17,902 {113 120§ 101
Fast South Central... .. +a4d4 -8 +21 25 4,993 +39 | +18 24 5,395 J1i1 114 86
West South Central..... .. +25 -8 +15 46 10,307 +24 | +14 46 14,284 139 1401 112
. . B +34 +5 +22 11 | 4 796 +9 | +11 19 4,852 |1 101 125 96
+35 +1 +25 54 20 189 +19 {421 53 21,262 | 106 120 88
, i
Viring supplies, construction materisls ’
distributors.. . Cereresaerenaee vee +40 -4 421 128 10,428 +23 +4 | 86 8,400 11115 1331 104
New England. 432 =3 +23 13 s 66 +9 1 +10 5 279 §121 166§ 119
Middle Atlan . +30 -2 +13 33 1,5¢3 +12 +3 23 1,732 {1139 174 134
Eagt North Central. sevaaey +41 41" 428 31 3 482 +22 +6 22 2,597 111t 122 9%
Veet North Central. . +33 +1 +13 7 1 llO +27 +5 5 706 ) 104 1151 110
South Atlantic..... . +52 =13 +26 18 1 ,916 +29 +3 12 - 1,336 89 102 67
South Central.. ceresreseruan +45 +2 +9. 13 1,073 +30 o 10 1,071 136 1531 142
Mountein. . srraen +25 -10 +19 A 160 [} ] [ e e e e
Pacific... R srsaeesne +63 iy +39 9 456 +35 -1 8 618 || 139 169 | .133
Appliances and specialtiea wholesslers. +18 -17 +40 111 31,350 +£° 1425 85 24,992 1109 81 71
Nev England...... Cessann +74 -3 +67 13 2,474 +54 | w22 10 1,128 {101 103 67
Middle Atlantic....... - +1] ~17] +33 26 13 '789 +72 | +22 16 7 ,703 j 98 58 65
East North Central.. . +61 -8 +70 18 3 571 +67 | +11 13 2 ,389 75 74 63
" West North Central. +36 -18 +31 12 2 ,643 +67 |30 10 4,493 1173 141 ] 109
South Atlantic...ceeaianese eoveree +38| -24] 420 16 3,805 +30 | 414 15 3,081 || 90 9| 62
South Central.. +1 ~27 +20 9 1,233 +65 | +25 7 2,259 ['1190 114 | 109
Mountain.... +40 7 454 7 1 150 +28 | +23 7 1,386 | 121 132 91
Pacific,.cceves 42 | ~ =23 +53 10 2, 685 +72 | 465 7 2,553 |1101 59 46
Furniture and house furnishings........ +21 -15 +32 84 17,762 +18 +6 66 19,123 | 124 130 98
Middle Atlantic....... . +11 ~16 28 17 3,618 +29 +1 13 2 ,997 113 99 92
East North Central.... . +33 «27 +50 9 2,499 +21 | +22 7 3,129 (1143 161 83
West North Central.... “en +25 ~18 +36 12 2,730 +31 +7 12 3 798 13 1331 107
South Atlantie.. . -7 -11 +1 9 670 c ¢ ) e ) e
South Central.. oo +20 ~12 +35 15 2,244 +12 +7 15 2 ,820 126 134 | 104
Mountain..... cas +15 -3 442 7. 1,237 +35 | 48 5 1,484 11157 142 7 136
PacifiC.ceiiecrccnsaninacsnrsesns . ] 431 -13 +30 12 3,978 +2 o} 10 3,813 j101 127 88
HErQware.sssesssssacsonse trersesvananne +31 -10 +21 157 65,098 +19 +5 133 104,240 | 186 206 | 158
Miadle A‘blantie PO ceea 431 «L1 +22 38 9,722 728 +4 32 13 123711150 1571 129
East North Central.. .e +45 ~16 +30 2% 14,427 +26 +6 23 21 405 153 176 | 120
West North Central.. ces +21 9| 413 19 | 13,121 +14 | +5 18 21 ,917 197 | 207. 168
South Atlanticec.eneses +21 7| +20 22 5,641 #17 | 45 19 |+13,084 §214 | 222 189
East South Central waens +25 ~9 +23 12 . 3,907 426 { +15 10 7,413 {218 221§ 170
West South Central.. Temen +19 4 +18 15 5,286 +18 +4 9 7,116 || 220 | 220 203
Mountadn..veecereencnen e +32 -17 +20 8 2,111 +12 | +10 5 2,112 258 2941 190
Pacific.cioanvinenes deehasarsensnns b -4 +26 17 10,551 +12 +2 14 19,405 | 212 273 | 198
Indusirial suppliSsicssecessase +63 =7 +23 91 13,365 +10 +2 68 16,699 11156 234 | 145
New England...s... +50 -2 +27 8 603 ~10 0 ki 1,210 230 383 | 225
Middle Atlantle... 4581 ° 43 +10 21 1 813 +23 +2 4 |1 ,689 148 197 1 151
East North Central. +64 ~21 +26 . 7 892 +11 +3 [ 565 11143 2081 126
West North Central.... vatesteess +30 -8 +13 7 609 +9 +5 5 895 || 230 296 | 178
South &tlantlc.... +49 ~10 +16 9 642 +1 -6 8 834 1133 195§ 127
Bouth Central... +33 -4 +16 30 5,370 +15 +4 18 6,787 | 182 234 | 176
Poodfit.ceasessesssoearancacasanse. | +101 ~11 +47 9 3,436 +8 -2 7 3, 855 119 229 | 107
JOWELT Y4 ssessvssarsovsarnssssanesvorasse} 421 +1 +13, 154 11,836 +13 0 86 14,128 164 172 | 172
New England... +I4 -3 410 [ & [ e c c ] ¢ c
Middle Atlantie.. +55 +6 +26 45 | 3,647 +24 =9 18 3,071 {125 150 | 156
East North Central, . 11 -1 +9 .39 2,940 +14 0 22 3,864 | 159 152 | 161
Wegt North Central. +11 +5 +4 13 1,932 . +7 +3 11 2,094 170 1821 174
South Atlentic... +6 -6 +9 8 724 +16 | +10 4 482 173 170§ 152
South Central...... . -2 -3 +10 6 240 +10 -2 5 691 | 306 273 | 301
PacifiGicsecnratrncasacessoorsnanen +9 -2 +8 32 2,266 +9 +5 21 3,782 197 194 | 189

w7daf (Continued on next pege)




WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Page 3
NOVEMHER 1950
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHTG DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAYL (PERATIONS)
i Sales Inventory, end~of-month {at cost)
Stock-sales?
Percent change Novenber 1950 panel ||Percent change November 1950 panel ratios
Kind agg business Nov. |Nov. [11 mos.| No. of Reported Nov, Nov. | No. of Reported |-
1950 | 1950 1950 | estab- 1850 1950 | estab- )
geographic division from | from frem | 1ishments s_:ﬁz froam | from jlishments Sgﬁ';: i‘g’;& l;gzg g;;o
Nov. | Qct. |11 mog.| repori- Hov, Oct, | repori~ ?
1949 | 1950 | 19499 ing (add 000){1949 | 1950 ing  [(ead 000)

Tumber snd bullding materialg.icceavsa. 419 -13] 433 76 | $14,089 i 433 | 45 531 $11.093 §114 | 95 | 98
Middle Atlantlce.eesanass crevene +23 «3 +17 18 3,537 -11 ~1 9 881, 39 52 39
Bagt NOrth Gentr8lec.sevescesseress +7 21 +26 8 971 +21 | +18 5 760" | 136 99 89
West North Central....... +4 ~37 +36 6 657 420 +3 4 293 Th| 67 43
South Atlentic.....c.oves +41 -10 +56 1 1,953 +16 -3 9 1,217 {118 | 140 | 110
Moty CoEL, e et v I : 2,09 || a6l | 4o 5| o2ms s | om | s
Mountaln...vesicoanaanans e -2 -, + + + .
PACLEICH uvaurenseasnieacnonannneen | 451 5[ 445 9 10653 | +42 | 49 71 2,92 || 165 | 185 | 141

Machinery equipment, supplies {except

electrical)icvirerervaviorvrnssanennas +25 =117 +10 48 7,161 +2 0 33 10,907 4 193 | 222 | 163
New Epgland.....eseees. +20 ~12] +19 5 . 478 0 +2° 4 879 {243 | 301 | 207
Hiddle Abtlantic.....evnn. +75 -14f  +16 6 1,148 [ 3 [ ] [ e [

. Bast .Nor“ah Central,.. ceran +64 +31 +32 12 1,353 +23 (o} 9 1,607 { 137 | 167 | 130
South Atlantie.....c... +30 -1 f ¢] 7 886 *14 +7 4 1,433 § 221 | 267 | 197
Vieat South Central.... . -38 ~41f -3 6 1,117 ) ~13 =2 5 3,544 { 343 | 230 { 200
PacdfdC, coevatrertasiaanaraananss +84 +84 +36. 7 850 -2 -1 4 1,196 |l 254 | 429 | 263

i ”
MetBLlE. s eeavrrrncrinvnrnessriaconncine » +78 -Lli +48 38 11,611 +3 7 0 33 10,874 97 | 166 86

, 2

J;Pa;inta end vernighes.sressiavrcnonneaas | 436 =18 " +13 52 6,225 +19 +1 46 15,536 1 255 | 292 | 204
iPlumbing &nd hemting supplieds......... 436 -8l 423 89 15,188 || +28 0 65| 16,360 |l 127 | 133 | 118
Hew Englonde-sescsncenrsonses +20 =11 +33 7 412 [ ) [ [ [} © @
Middle Atlantic.... +29 -7 ‘ +20 15 1,474 +2 -5 il 1,121 { 104 | 139 | 108
Eaagt North Central... +23 =15 +18 14 1,621 +19 +3 12 2,231 4 156 | 156 | 129
West North Cemtral. +28 STh 418 11 1,583 +27 ) -3 9 1,572 1 109 | 107 | 101
South Atlantic.... . +36 =7 +28 23 7,130 +29 +1 23 8,900 §125 ] 131 | 115
Poeific....... veeuseens tissesessana +83 -13 +19 4 1,094 e e e ¢ e} ¢ [

Hefrigemticxn equipment, parts ¢ !

(COUMETCIEL) ¢ s vuensne raransmmsesansnes +22 “1f 424 30 13170 421 | 43 21| 2,697 || 280 | 281 ‘| 266
Middle Atlantic... . +32 -6 +26 ) 283 e [ e f e c c e
East Horih Central +27 -2 +22 6 204 ] [ s | [ el e [
South Atlentle.. ~13 =1L|! . 424 6 | 260 +18 -3 54 659 Il 272 | 201 | 249
2T i T PN +30 -10[F  +18 5 173 +25 +5 51 558 || 323 | 335 | 276

§ : 3

Surgicel, medicgl, squipment, supplies. 144k 71 425 37 -.5,082 +33 +8 32 5,546 i 117 | 12? 103
Hlddle Atlantic Measescarsavnaenas . 4 =6 32§ & 923 +12 [ +12 3 725 95 | 13 7
East Norih Central..... . +47 9 +3§ : 9 2 ,ée; +46 +ﬁ i 2 ,587 102 0206 |° (8778

. South Atlentic....... . +50 -9 +18 | 5 71 +52 5 10 jf 125 | 122 | 1
West SOUth COntral.....vessieesos | #41]  -4| 423 “F a2l 45 41 4 el | es

BOOT - v v eeveenererniiennnnannenenresnes | 43| <160 43 44 1enl w5l -2 38 g9 || syl a5 |
Middle Atlau Peaaaan +11 ~151, -6 ] 8 364 +38 | 438 75 106 29 247118
East Noxth Ceniral... -4 =13 +7 : 5 496 +13 -2 141 239 51 43 | 44
Weat North Central... -7 =244l 48 ] 4 f 81 el o e |l e -] [ [}
South Atlantic..iouesss . -2 =24 +1 6 i 308 52 © 514 222 83 i 51 : &4
Pacifieiiienieanneeaas .. +16 =31 410 51, 286 +18 | -11 4 172 9 63 78

Chemicals, industtialesescerenisiiennas +61 ~9 +42 15 2,751 +6 | +3 10 1,185 54 1 87 8

i Clothing and furnishings (except shoes) 0 ~26] 42 24 3,134 Wil -6 16 2,707 1130 | 111 | 105
i
[ 7S DU 2 -1l 410 20 4,530 4441 -3 11 5,821 || 471 | 218 | 477

COnfec tloNeryee esreracassscrasrsssocsas +6 +2 +2 42 1,391 +1 -3 25 800 90 95 94
Middle AtlantiCicivesvecesvs . +9 +3 +1 8 361 “IB =13 4 107 55 73 66
Eagt Horth Central,......... +8] 14 -2 4 98 e [ [ e [ [} o
South Atlantic....... .. +71. 0 +6 11 269 +12 0 7 236 | 118 | 110 | 121
Eagt South Central...... 1| 4 ~3 -8 214 ~5 -5 4 41 80 93 84

Dairy and poultry productS...eceivessan +19 +5 +8 26 7,294 4+11 | <11 kv 2,503 43 46 49

Dru&§ and puniiries (liquor excliuded)... +10 -4 +8 200 56, 2_25 +16 ) -2 156 a5 ,157 'Lg_g 179 | 185

e Englandeesceceiersancoccnssnans Y ) +7 13 2,681 +14 [ 10 3903 T 178 1 182
Middle Atlantio,... . . +7 ~8 +6 29 10 201 +14 0 20 11' 531 {1 183 { 169 | 167
East North Central, +13 -6 +9 27 9 ,353 +26 +1 20 12,495 175 { 157 | 159
West North Central. aaee +10 -2 +8 18 5,812 +11 -5 16 8,837 || 173 | 172 | 180
South Atlantie... . +10 -2 +11 32 6,961 +15 -2 23 9,218 || 186 R 180 | 189
East South Central. vaserenes +10 -3 +7 17 3,540 ' +13 ~5 3 5,383 185 7 161 | 189
West South Central. vevereens +6 21 +10 31 7,816 || +18 | - ~4 26 14,603 2203 192 224
Mountadn.cviosanes . +12 -6 +9 12 2,632 #1241, O 9 4,584 || 2 19 195
PACATC. cuuensnnresrranrannrirens | $12] 4| 47 21| 7ess | 44| -3 19| 240603 | 191 | 188 | 189

Dry goodBucretseesencnsornavasvsonsns +6 =14 +11 170 43,690 +20 +3 136 71,866 197 | 170 § 162
New England... -9 =21 +8 7 701 +13 +8 7 750 | 107 g& 1 79
Middle Atlantic.... +19 -10 +21 46 8,126 +12 Q 31 9,366 {1191 | .175 | 149
East North Central... +3 =17 +7 16 5,009 +12 | +10 16 8,066 il 161 | 147 | 121
West North Central........ +5 -4l 47 18 13,916 | +34 | +6 piv 31 ,794 230 | 180 | 186
Sonth Atlantic...eeseviaas +h =20 +2 24 4,737 +23 +8 18 7,355 1 172 | 144 1127
Easgt Soui.h Centralas... +lg —g +17 17 2,090 +ZZ =7 11 2,836 | 179 | 161 lgl
VWest South Central. - - 0 14 2,651 +3 0 14 5 339 {201 | 139 | 186
Mountain.... . +#12} - -13 +12 5 ,517 +31 -6 5 1 ,16'7 226 | 192 | 208
Pacific. ien +5 =114 424 23 5,943 -26 | ~16 ' 17 5,188 ||173 | 250 | 180

FaTs GUDDLLCRe s ernenrnrnsnsasrenensanns ) T 1| ser] 5| o 9 a6 )l 51| 53 | 4

Fresh frulta and vegetables...vvvvsusss =11 +7]  -10 70 5,782 )| +22 | +30 47 1 5&% O 29| 32
Hew Englande.vevveseavasss e | =11 -8 -12 9 330 +73 -5 8 16 8 16
Middle Atlantic........ SN -11 -6 -2 17 1,295 +30 | +27 9 236 38 28 29
East North Central. X +2 |- +40 +5 15 1,736 +24 +4 9 495 52 43 55
Weat North Centrel. [ =10 412 -6 7 614 || #14 | 433 7 39 || 501 40| 42
South Atlantic..... I =10 -3 15 6 297 28 | +33 b 60 28 321 21
Eagt South Central........ . L +6 -2 +3 6 " 301 [ [ e ¢ [ °

B 7 115 . K DS T 1] -3 -3 7 885 -14 +4 5 77 22 22 20
st (Continued on next page)




Page 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENI‘OBIES%O% :%%lgbgg% BUSINESS AND GIOGRAPHIC DIVISION
iy B .

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL CPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stooks aales®
Percent change November 1950 paneliPercent change November 1950 panel ratios
Xind ::."ﬂ ‘business Ng\ﬁl(.) Nov. Q1 xgngg . Num:e; of Reported Nov(.) l:\leﬁr6 Numhe;‘ of Reported
1 1950 1 estab- 1950 . estab- .
geographic division from | from | from |lichments | 39M18T f foop tom ishnents | SOner ov. | Nov. | 0ot .
Nov. }Oct. |11 mos,| report- Nov. | Oet. | report-
1949 | 1950 | 1949P]  ing (add 000)) 1949 | 1950 ing (add 000)
Groceries, $0tAlirivaisaeranrincenae ves +2 ~1 +7 854 | $129.034 +15 -1 662 |$158,791 || 158 138 | 157
Non-affiliated full-line wholeealersd. +3 +1 +4 565 57,224 +14 =2 460 72,165 |} 152 136 | 157
+18 +5, +8 [ 1,570 +28 -4 4 2,521 )| 175 166 191
+4 +5 +5 20 2,059 +8 -1 10 2,045 | 164 1551 171
+2 -1 +11 146 13,137 +7 -10 126 17,197 || 146 141 160
-3 +4 +1 65 6,577 +12 +1 54 8,686 || 156 137 161
+6 +1 +3 65 7,328 +24 +2 40 7,152 {| 139 120 | 139
411 +4 +5 40 4,403 | +20 +2 31 4,953 || 144 | 233| 151
+3 +5 +3 111 12,269 +11 -2 - 88 14,975 || 156 146 168
+2 -7 -3 23 2,186 +16 -1 21 3,398 || 162 1437 151
=3 4 +1 89 7,695 +23 +3 86 11,238 || 154 1201 143
+5 Is] +10 176 49,635 +20 [¢] 129 62,736 || 166 1441 165
New England....eevenss +16} +17] +10 10 3,584 1 +28 -1 7 2,020 | 145 1251 149
Mlddle Atlentic..... +9 +3 +10 44 14,374 27 +2 30 18,474 | 170 441 176
East North Central.. +7 +3 48 49 9,996 +21 -1 35 11,053 | 150 135} 156
Weet North Central.. =10 ~13 +10 32 9,733 +21 -1 32 18,801 | 193 1451 171
South Atlantic,.. . +8 +81. +9 11 2,429 +16 -2 7 1,905 I 115 1061 125
PaCIfiCi e carsinvernnrsenraneniasons +10 -1 +12 16 4,921 +24 4 4 2,698 i 129 271 127
Retailer-cooperative waréhouses....... +4 -5 +10 23 8,270 +18 -1 17 6,623 | 146 133 140
Specialty lines wholesalers..icecsrsn. 12 ~9 +10 90 13,905 +4 +4 56 17,267 || 165 1321 140
Middle Atlantic......vsn. cens [T Tl ST 20 3,001 | +10 +3 2 3,60% | 147 50| 110
East North Central...... . -20 -13 +7 10 663 +18 +5 5 274 T4 63 70
South Atlantie... ravsenss . +5 +8 +9 23 2,012 +23 +12 13 1,681 | 109 941 109
Eagt Scuth Central..... . +17 +8] +18 6 665 c c c e e e e,
West South Central.... -1 +3 +4 5 355 [ c c [ ¢ [ 4
Mountain. iessvsrasneniannssns . +15 +12(. 0 4 637 c c e e ] < ]
PRCIfIC . ieineirsiteinrsnarrnnainens -12 ~11 +10 15 6,153 +2 +5 i1 10,216 || 226 178 177
Leather and shoe findings. consses +17 -5 +8 31 568 +14 +1 15 1,111 §f 334 341 | 312
Middle Atlantic....... vearaa +5 -9 +5 8 60 ) [ [] e [ < )
East North Central.sevieivvssesvenss +13 +3 +6 5 70 ° e ] e c ) c
West North Central........ cereann ~4 -17 +15 5 76 (] e [ [ c c ¢
ST T cessan +35 +1 +10 7 288 c <] c c [ [ c
Meats and meat productBeseceecseseronss . +15 0 +3 41 21,308 +45 +10 35 8,851 53 42 48
Middle Atlantlo....... cerenan 71, 42 +4 11 4,196 +30 +1 11 1,911 46 38 46
Fagt North Central.... IETTTTTTN +14 =1 -1 13 8,470 §  +52 +13 12 4,825 60 46 53
South Atlantic........ vere +1 -11 ~4 4 398 [ e c [ e [ [
Pacific,iaeiiiionciierineneranasnns +19 -6 +9 4 3,313 ¢ [ e [ c c o [
- Paper and its productBisi.icseeras. +29 ~4 +15 63 10,045 -1 +l 41 7,235 || 101 125 93
New Englend.......s +31 +5 +10 & 205 5] [ 3 [ ) [ )
Middle Atlantie.... +44 ~7 +25 19 3,211 +14 -2 12 1,457 73 86 67
Fast North Central..... eens +34 -2 +19 18 3,838 -7 +1 14 ?,652 75 108 73
Weat North Central,. ceean +13 =1 +11 4 334 ] [ [ [ [ e [
South Atlantie,..., +33 +6 +16 7 868 c [ 3 e [ e [}
South Central.. +15 +3 +17 5 564 c e [ e e [ -]
PaCifdCes veeerstrannsnereninranss -8 -17 ~9 6 1,025 -2 +5 5 1,716 § 219 196 ] 165
PebrOleWMes vue s snearseiesnasnsrsaniarss 419 0 +9 29 5,191 +30 +3 28 4,760 921 . 84 89
Shoes and other foOtWEET v versarsss sares +17 =15 49 38 23,300 +12 +15 31 58,812 l| 257 269 | 189
t
Tobaceo produetS...everseens areeraras . +2 +2 [*] 282 42,161 +5 +3 172 17,701 64 63 64
New England.... . : +1 +1 +1 25 3,208 +h -2 12 647 55 57 59
Middle Atlantie.. +4 +4 o} 60 14,333 +2 +4 38 7,526 69 71 70
East North Central, . +h +2 -2 [ 7,887 ) -1 37 2,760 60 59 63
West North Central. crees -1 -3 =3 37 4,649 +6 +6 26 2,518 | 71 68| 66
South Atlantic... +2 +3 ~1 21 4,273 +12 +7 17 2,069 55 50 54
East South Central. . +18 +3 +19 12 1,365 +23 +2 . [} 375 59 54 55
West South Central,. cenn 0 +1 +4 25 2,121 -11 -8 11 500 43 47 49
Mountain..sceeeosans e +3 0 +8 13 1,046 =10 -16 11 410 68 76 79
LT E £ L +2 -3 25 3,279 | +14 +8 14 896 || 58 52| 52
Wines and spiritse +8 +19 415 . 268 103,027 +10 ~3 216 | 112,424 || 141 1431 183
New Englend...... +28 +15 +15 23 5 ,953 +44 -6 1 18 5,290 115 118} 181
Middle -Atlantic....ecves +14 +13 +20 42 35,771 +15 +4 36 34,834 )1 132 1351 164
East North Central.... +10 +22 +16 41 12,338 +11 -9 32 13,308 || 139 1421 190
Weat North Central,. -13 +16 +9 28 7,265 +3 0 20 9,239 200 | 169} 220
South Atlantic..... e | - 411 +22 +10 42 15,369 +9 +1 38 17,746 || 133 133 160
, East South Centrals....s.... vers +4 +27 -1 16 3,545 +13 ~3 14 4,676 || 154 138 ] 193
West South Centralsssesssonss +81 4351 410 31 8,697 } -24 1 -22 25 9,605 || 121 | 174 210
Motntalne covsrrsessncscnsonrensaenes +15 +8] 422 1 2,127 +10 -2 10 2,299 || 116 123] 132
Paoificeserarineveraresinesinsnanaes -4 +24 | 415 34 11,977 +23 +1 23 15,427 || 190 1471 236
Migcellaneous. crerssriornrseosrisseneses +15 -0 +15 41 6,439 -3 | +11 29 5,991 i 142 9] 113
NOTE: The Unlted States total and totals for aome trades include a number of establishmente not assigned to a geographic division.

| a Stock-sales ratlos are percentages derived by dividing stocks 5 at cost , by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment
businese) for an identlcal group of firms reporting inventorles in conjunction with sales.

Includes reporte recelved too late for inclusion in previcus monthly trends.

Insufficient data to show separately.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Baged on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license States which do not have State control or monopoly distrib-

ution at the wholesale level.

Y-

States comprising geographic divisions: .

New England - (Conn., Maine, Masa., N.H., R.I., Vt.) South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 8.0., Va., W.Va.)
Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.{., Pa, : East South Central ~ (Ale., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
Bagt North Central - 5111., Ind,, Mich., Ohio, Wis.) Weat South Central - (Ark., 1a., Okla., Texas) .
West North Central - (Iowa, Kana., Minn,, Mo., Nebr., Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont,, Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

.

N. Dak., S. Dak,) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.}
w1t
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FOR RELEASE
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DECEMBER 1950

Sales and inventory trends ccatained in this release were compiled from reports submitted to the
Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,007 wholesale establishments in various lines of
business. '

SALES .
Wholesale dollar sales for the year 1950 were 15 percent ahead of 1949, All geographic divisions
followed this trend with sales gains ranging from 10 to 18 percent. Of the 27 kinds of business covered in
this report, only two trades reported decreases below last year’s sales—farm supplies (1%) and fresh
fruits and vegetables (9%). .

December sales rose 7 percent above the November level and jumped 37 percent over December 1949
sales. Regionally, moderate increases over the previous month were reported in all areas, except the
West North Central, which showed practically no change. However, all divisions experienced substantial
gains (20to 33 percent) over a year ago, Most trades covered in this survey reported gains over November,
the largest increase buing reported by wines and spirits (39%). Compared to December a year ago, only"
three trades reported decreases—confectionery (2%), fresh fruits and vegetables (7%) and clothing and
furnishings (8%).

INVENTORIES

Dollar value of inventories in the hands of wholesalers at the end of 1950 were at a level 22 percent
above December 31, 1949 and slightly (1%) over the previous month. All divisions followed the national
- trend and showed increases over the December 1949 stock level, while only the West South Central and
Mountain regions reported declines below November, By trades, declines from a year ago were reported
in only two trades, machinery equipment and supplies (4%) and confectionery (5%). Based on the reports
of 2,943 establishments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the December stock-sales ratio’
of 132 was 8 points lower than a year ago and 10 points below the previous month.

RETAIL '

Cumvlative sales for 1950 of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail
Trade Report, were 10 percent ahead of the preceding year, Sales during the month of December were 10
percent more than a year ago and 33 percent above the previous month.

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Sei'v‘ice and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)

INDEX 1939 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100 INDEX
400 400
SALES
300 300

N "
; \/\/"/ 8 R e’
¥ . D W oy L onl
260 : r"f-.' i y, 200

INVENTORIES

100 |

100

o LdliBlE Al g b e g b s et ety g b a gt ade
1939UOUIU2U3UNUSUEUTUBNY J FMAMJI S ASO NDJFMAMJJ ASO NDJF MAMJJASO NDJFMAMI.JASO ND
1947 1948- 1949 - i 1950

BASED ON REPORTS SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS.

DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH OR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS.

u.s-“a'r+}



Page 2 WHELESALERS' SALELS AND mmwpnms, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEHOGRAPHIC DIVISION
- DECEMBER 1950
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL CPERATIONS)
Sales Invent -of -month {at cost
ory, end ¢ ) Stock-sales®
. Percent change DPecember 1950 panel|Percent charge| December 1950 panel || - ratios
Kind of business T j
Dec. | Deces {12 mos.| No, of Reported § Dec. | Decs No. of Reported
geogrephic division 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | esteb- | dollar | 1950 {1950 | estab- | dollar |ipes, |Dec, |Mov.
from | from from |llshments| values from | from | lishments| velues |l1g950 11949 11950
Dec. | Nov. 112 mosg| report- (add 000) | Decs | Nove report- | (add 000)
1949 | 1950 1949 ing 1949 | 1950 ing .
United States, tobelevecessresress | +27 +7 +15| 4,007 | $877,754 22] 41 2,943 | $v05,689 | 132 | 140 | 142
New Englanecscessasssssccrsnsossansensa +28 +10 +18 231 41,113 +23 0 166 30,898 || 104 | 114 112
Middle AtlanbiCessssverennivesonrvoeases +24 +14 +17 742 198,558 +29{. +1 .'504 143,846 99 97 | 115
Eggt North Centralei... +32 +10 +18 778 161,797 +23 4] 594 149,499 || 113 | 124 | 124
Wedt North Centreli.. +20 o] +10 440 101,969 25| 43 323 139,395 || 1851 179 | 177
South Atlantice.v.ss. +28 +3 +17 496 90,767 +23 +1 370 95,581 | 128 | 135 131
East South Centralecssviavssss +22 +3 +14 205 32,638 +35 +8 143 36,622 || 147} 138 | 145
Yest South Centrilessessrrceesrcsseonsse +23 49! | +10 384 77,098 +14| -3 289 84,884 || 134 | 146 | 153
Mountalneasessesorssssvesncsnnensonsnces +31 +9 +17 160 28,244 +10 ~6 ‘124 27,925 | 120 | 143 | 141
Pacdficeeeinererassecorrooscrsorasaness +33 +8 +18 521 120,188 +16 .0 380 122,423 || 136 | 159 | 150
Automotive supplieBesesscnsessasesvtesen +41 -2 +18 273 19,316 +15 +3 172 18,076 || 215 | 257 | 211
New Englandesssussessens +18 -26 +14 6 356 c [} [ [ [ e [
Middle Atlenticesessss +64 +4 +15 40 1,577 6 -4 36 2,258 || 167 | 252 | 183
East North Centralescaceses . +38 4 +18 53 3,840 | 429 +3 41 5,296 || 186 | 198 | 186
West North Centraliseseiass . i +10 +17 44 5,446 +81 410 20 3,075 || 261 | 284 | 237
South Atlentice... . +41 =18 431 17 2,000 +16 +5 1n 1,238 || 239 307 | 223
South Centralesescencses . +30 t -7 +21. 15 2,078 +39 +3 9 1,253 212 | 208} 211
Mountadflessiasvsosenas . 4L +2 +12 16 944 +13 +3 5 762 || 2181 282 | 235
PacdfiCesresssserssnreanesasnsnnrans +43 =1 +14 75 2,886 +3 +3 42 3,332 2611 3511 247
Electrical group, botBlessesssrsssncsens +47 +16 +28 650 188,438 +40 | +10 515 171,592 99 { 106 | 106
Full-line wholesaleXBeseisensnasrscsen +54 +19 +26! 427 147,750 +36 | +10 417 141,104 97 | 109 | 105
New Englendesesveiveressronnvarasaes +59 +17 +34 33 9,960 +36 +7 33 8,620 87 | 101 95
Middle Atlantlcevineaverssessonnesss +42 +16 +28 61 23,121 4t 414 57 21,387 96 94 97
East North Centrale.sseeces +55 428 +31 86 34,889 +46 [ +10 84 28,651 83 88 97
West North Centralecssscess +60 +20 +11 41 14,223 +25 +6 41 12,74 90 | 115 | 101
South Aflenticesscecessvnerae +52 +12 +31 62 18,211 +55 | +16 60 20,660 | 118 | 116 | 113
East South Centrals. +45 +9 +23 25 5,461 #7811 435 24 7,265 | 1371 111 | 111
Weat South Centrale.... +51 +18 +17 46 12,128 +311 413 46 16,139 | 133 | 153 | 139
. Mountaine.cesesinansens +55 +20 +25 19 5,757 44| -1 19 4,331 751 112 | 101
PACLfLGusverrsesossroncancsastocnnss +62 +19 +28 54 24,000 +14 0 53 21,307 89| 126 | 1086
Wiring supplies,construction materials
ALetributors.seeseesstnisisnssercanat +46 +10{ +23 125 10,963 +30 +5 82 8,375 4 07| 121 | 110
+49 +141 +26 32 654 +19 =1 4 228 4 Al 196 | 172
+28 +8 +14 33 1,381 44| 42 19 1,047 | 118 | 135 126
+55 +15 +30 28 3,843 || 433 +8 21 2,901 4 101} 113 105
+11 -8 +14 8 1,080 +33 0 6 . 846 1351 114 115
+65 +20 +29 17 2,176 +25 +2 1,426 72 95 90
+53 =1 +12 13 1,156 +48 ] +11 9 1,285 | 165} 180} 137
+25 -1 +19 3 317 ¢ [ [} e ¢ [ 3
Pacifioieccinncnrcsrncrrarsonsasnane +66 +6 +40 9 37 +27 +4 8 470 ) 127 | 169 | 131
Appliences and specialiies wholesalers | +23 A +39 98 29,705 72| 49 76 22,113 109 | &1 ] 108
New Englondescecess senseasiaes +39 +13 +65 11 1,521 332 ~11 9 942 80 g2 98
Middle AtlantlOe.ccesscscsenssrssass +10 +1 +31 20 13,334 +162 | +25 10 6,272 || 119 511 105
Zast North Centralesvesss. +20 +3 +64 14 3,417 4901 47 9 2,190) 75| 46} 69
West North Central... +95 +17 +35 14 2,537 +69 +3 i3 3,758 ¢ 150 | 174 | 171
South Atlanticesesves +50 -7 +40 16 3,254 +25| +12 15 3,076 | 106 | 123 88
South Centraleess +51 +33 +22 10 1,640 +52 +L 8 2,008 Il 1281 127 | 168
Mountain.. crianean +37 +7 +53 5 802 +31] -10 5 949 || 118 ] 124 | 140
Pacific.s. csesssenne +5 +12 +47 8 3,200 +57 | +10 7 2,918 95 63 97
Furniture end house furnishingBesesseess +24 -12 +31 86 15,972 +31| +13 63 21,009 | 164 | 154 | 126
New Englendecovesssvososonsserscosas +33 -7 +30 4 933 +121 48 4 1,040 {1 111 ] 133 96
Middle Atlanticecscossoeceranerrinss +41 -2 +29 w 3,407 +27 +6 8 2,286 )i 147 | 158 | 146
Bagh North Centralesseseesaesesneoss +5 =19 +45 8 1,874 +39 ] 411 3 ‘3,175 § 205 | 152 | 143
West North Centralesesssessecvsnsses +11 -22 +34 12 2,131 +34 1 +13 12 4,304 || 2021 168 | 139
South Atlantlce.s.. +11 +9 +2 10 958 [ [ [ e d e e
South Central +21 -5 +34 14 2,065 +28 +8 14 2,931 1421 135 | 124
Mountain... #11]  -14] 439 7 1,059 || +44 | 427 5 1,751 195 | 165 ) 157
PacifiCorsesrercsosonesrvsacosannane +43 -16 +30 12 3,329 +281 +22 10 4,663 || 151 164 | 101
HOrdWaTey e svasnirsonsoserrosarsassnssass +43 ~2 +23 152 63,127 26| 43 126 107,793 || 201 | 234 | 189
Middle Atlentia... +45 +1 +23 3 8,543 +36 +3 25 11,071 || 147 | 161 | 142
East North Centrel.. +50 51 431 23 14,192 | +30| < 22 23,326 || 169 | 194 162
West North Central.. +30 =10 +14 17 11,400 +25 +5 16 22,298 || 234 | 248 198
South Atlenticees..s +36 -8 +21 24 5,42). +21 +6 21 12,188 f| 243 | 278 | 212
East South Oentrals... +42 +10 +24 12 4,298 +26 +6 10 7,844 || 2081 2391 218
West South Contral.... +25 w4 +18 14 4,708 +23] +4 8 6,767 || 240 | 250 |. 229
Mountalfesescereesaven +56 +27 +23 6 2,692 | [ [ [ c 4 e e
Paoificieecsrenssrsntrronanesanseans +65 +30 429 16 10,361 +20 + 13 19,637 |} 219 | 305 | 219
Industrial supplieds.... +66 +1 +26 91 13,863 +14 +9 67 18,717 || 170 | 250 | 154
New Englanfe..ssesa .o +66 +8 +29 8 651 «15 +3 7 1,249 |l 219 1 437 | 230
Middle AblentiCe.sessrerveees +76 42 +14 19 1,750 #25| 43 12 1,556 f| 141 | 197 | 143
Fost North Centreleseeecesscrsresess | 457 -5 +28 7 844 +211 +11 6 595 || 1781 228 | 136
West North Centraleie.evecsss +37 -5 +15 7 749 +17] +8 6 1,270 || 195 | 237 | 166
South Atlentice..s.o.ned +49 +2 +18 10 726 +7{ +10 g 1,175 | 164 | 229 | 153
South Centrale.... +52 +4 +19 29 5,601 +18 +7 19 8,023 | 181 | 233 | 169
PACIfiCuseareenoraarnsasnesearnnnsse | +105 -4 +51, 11 3,542 +15] +13 8 4,849 || 153§ 276 | 126
Jewelrye.vsee PN aeessd| 413 -1 +13 145 10,597 +22 -9 85 12,683 || 147 | 137 | 164
New Englande...... . PN +18 +77 +11 6 274 o o e e e e e
Middle Atlanticescsesas arssnee +26 =17 +26, 46 2,967 +18] ~13 19 2,558 || 120 ] 127 120
East North Centraleceveeseensesenaes +9 -9 +9 36 2,621 +28| =7 22 3,568 | 157 | 135 | 155
West North Centrale.... cerees +7 +1 +5 13 1,326 #17] -5 9 1,554 )| 151 | 142 | 161
South Atlanticesses. cven b +11 +9 4 316 [} ] ] o o 4 <
South Oentrales. 7] 452 49 6 329 #3| -1 5 528 || 169 | 151 | 294
PacLfiGeessrsscsinrsninssssstisratas +12| 423 +8 28 2,658 424 =12 2% 3,724 || 150 | 136.| 207
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISION
DECEMBER, 1950

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE :OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Page 3

Kind of business
and

Seles

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Pereent. change

December 1950 panel

Parcent. change;

December 1950 panel

ratios

Stock-sales®

g e
[

(0ontinued on next page)

geographic division 1{;‘;0 Il);go 1%;;35 «| No.-of Reported Deo. | Dec, No. of Reported [Dec. |Deo. |Nove
' estab~ | Sihign || 1950 | 1950 | estab- Fagiigr 1950 {1949 | 1950
from| from | from |lishments]| .9 0 from | from |lishments{ . o0 o
Dec. | Nov. {12 mos.| report-~ Dee, { Nov. report~
1949 | 1950 | 1949 ing i(add 000) | 1949 [ 1950 ing {add 000))
Lumber and bullding materials.... +12 ~20 +31 2 10,946 +29 +3 50 11,392 || 144 | 125 | 115
Middle Atlantde.caivieiiaiiannaanns +8 ~30 +16 16 2,149 -18 +16 9 1,021 67 85 39
411 =27 +26 9 728 +26 +11 6 509 |f 227 | 185 {142
=22 -31 +33 6 462 % [ [ c L] e e
35| -21] 454 8 1,546 +19 +6 6 1,288 || 166 | 169 | 118
+10 ~15 +36 5 164 [} e o o ¢ o °
. +10 ~121 422 6 1,883 ¢ & [ [ ¢ e ¢
PACifiC. e viotsnrrsroisansesnsaroes +21 -12 +3 8 1,444 +36 -10 7 1,980 || 163 | 155 | 165
Maghinery equipment, supplies (except
electrioal) ieiiesriscanscrnsssscnsanns +37 +18 +12 &7 8,304 3 +2 34 11,586 || 168 | 234 | 202
Mew England.. +27 +6 +20 5 508 +2 +5 4 919 | 264 | 330 | 243
Middle Atlentic... +59 +2 +20 7 1,204 +21 -4 4 1,065 |f 143 | 188 | 154
Eegt North Central....... . +82 +3 35 11 1,248 +27 +2 9 1,535 || 148 | 182 | 142
South Atlanticivevevesseas +36 -10 +2 6 778 e e 4 [ o [ o
Weat South Central..iceessesessnase ~13 +48 -4 6 1,653 24 +1 5 3,570 || 228 | 254 | 343
PaclfiCscoiaersossanrsncransronnnss +72 14 +37 ] 706 -3 +1 4 1,211 || 264 | 568 | 254
MetBIB. s s s eansinonncrssnnaraseaceonnass +58 +8 +49 34 11,510 +4 ~1 30 9,646 86 | 129 93
Paints end vATrniShed...esviirsvvicrnens +de -28 +14 51 4,446 +27 +6 45 16,285 || 376 | 425 | 255
Plumbing and heating supplied....ceiess +40 -3 +24 79 13,242 +32 +2 55 13,543 §i 133 | 140 | 126
New England...eessscorsesssscransss +45 -6 +34 6 353 o [ ¢ [ [ [ [
Middle Atlantle.......ss e +25 w2 +21 15 942 +1 +24 7 748 |} 134 | 151 72
East North Central. +31 -4 +19 13 1,346 +26 +3 11 2,003 || 177 | 187 | 167
West North Central........ . +hdy ~19 +18 9 944, +28 +16 7 1,301 || 354 | 173 | 107
South Atlanticesveisoannes PR +38 4 +29 20 6,787 +30 b 19 6,706 || 112 | 124 | 123
PRCIf6. i einecacsnreccnaronannassas | 127 43 #+25 &4 1,129 a ¢ a [ a [ [
Refrigeration equipment, parts
(GOMIETEIRLY s ¢ evrnreesrmnasrososcsons | 429 ~3| 24 25 1,063 431 41 19 2,531 || 302 | 203 | 290
Middle Atlantic.......ovuas vas +9 ~8 +25 5 234 ¢ [ c [} 3 [ [
East North Central.. N +1 -10 +20 5 178 +27 ~1 4 796 || 465 | 389 | 419
South Atlentie..... . +51 =7 +26 K 383 +29 0 6 903 || 248 | 292 | 230
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies. +57 +9 +27 34 5,314 +0 +2 28 4,941 { 102 | 121 | 110
Middle Atlantio..eieiecinnsiannanan +51 ~6 +33 6 743 +29 +6 4 521 86 | 111 78
Fast North Central. +89 +29| 436 8 2,751 +51 +2 7 1,918 3 95 93
South Atlantic..... . +41 -1l +20 6 650 +51 -3 5 906 || 144 | 134 | 131
West South Central...ccssavessaiiaes +39 1 +24 4 472 e o ¢ 3 [ [ ¢
+4 +8 +3 bb 1,752 +30 -2 36 .829 52 | 41 58
. +1 + 5 10 408 +50 ~16 7 114 29 20 36
Tapt Horth Central...svsvavesinenss <1 +10 +6 13 530 18 +1 12 232 46 38 50
Weet North Central....civvevivassan -] -3 +5 5 98 +42 0 4 A 85 53 80
South Atlantie..scsciseireniaranses -1 +6 41 5 312 +48 0 4 213 79 53 84
PACLfi0. s einivnetocnnsorsrarasaasss +31 +9 +12 5 313 +23 -2 4 169 63 €0 69
Chemicals, industriel.......c.ciivaens +61 -3 +43 14 2,561 +18 +16 9 1,383 67 98 57
Clothing and furnishinge (except shoes) -8 -34 +1 26 2,111 +26 [} i6 2,705 |} 214 | 178 | 130
Coal..... Ceraseiieens wabsessevevaraaaes +29 +18 +12 20 5,133 +60 -7 11 4,826 | 324 | 186 | 471
Confectionery..oceseavanss . -2 -5 +1 43 1,316 +5 -2 25 3 95 89 92
Middle Atlantlc.eess.en . +2 +3 +1 8 373 -10 wdy 4 103 52 &0 55
Fast North Central..... oo +7 ~12 -2 5 95 +7 -23 4 65 93 98 | 118
South Atlantit..verssieiersneranses +11 -2 +7 12 286 +8 ~8 7 218 | 114 | 114 | 118
East South Central.csisvesavsnsases 10 -3 4 8 208 5 <12 4 36 69 79 80
Dairy and poultry productB.cesiiscascas 412 +7 +8 27 7,776 +88 431 16 3,287 56 33 4
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)... +12 -5 +8 185 50,871 a d d d 4 d 4
New England.csciriesnsnsacicsncrnses +7 +2 +7 i2 2,310 4a 4 d 4 d d | " d
Middle Atlantic.veesses Ceriesaae +7 -3 +6 26 9,075 4 4 d 4 d d d
ast North Central..... +18 0 +10 26 8,977 d d d [\ d 4 4
+10 -6 +8 16 4,997 4 d d a [} [ d
South Atlantlo.isesssiscainaninanea +6 ~6 +11 30 6,263 d da 3 d d 4 d
Tagt South Centraliccisisiisirscnns +#8)]* -6 +7 14 2,956 d d d 4 d a d
West South Centralicesssssescaisnss +14 ~5 +11 29 7,078 d 4 <} ] d 4 4
Mountain... +18 -9 +10 11 2,078 d 4 4 4 d| d d
Pacific..... hiansesertesiseri e +16 -9 +8 19 6,951 d a d [} d 4 4
Dry goodB.ieaiesnsenevrianana veers +9 =30 +11 170 30,388 +25 +12 134 79,684 || 312 | 270 | 199
New England...esns. +1 -22 +8 8 616 426 +8 8 1,008 I 164 | 132 | 117
Middle Atlantie..... +14 ~17 +20 42 6,471 +42 +23 30 10,924 || 283 | 210 | 189
East North Central.. +10 -30 +7 15 3,430 +1 4 15 8,078 |l 236 | 256 i 159
West North Central.... +8 =33 +7 20 9,792 433 +11 18 36,965 {| 381 i 309 | 230
South Atlentie... +21 ~26 +3 23 3,011 +24 +6 18 7,178 || 251 | 246 | 178
East South Central. +15 -30 +16 14 1,102 +28 -1 8 1,913 || 258 | 239 | 181
West South Central. -9 <38 -1 16 1,928 +25 +6 14 5,670 || 337 | 247 | 201
Mountain....ceceens +35 -5 13 4 350 +31 -6 4 B8OL || 255 | 263 | 257
Paclficiccicinvonnnes +1 49 +22 23 2,832 -1 +42 15 5,783 | 372 | 397 | 167
L ST T - S - 20 3,369 | +12| 422 9 %49 || 65| 68| 67
Fresh fruits and vegetableS..ivsseenoss -7 -2 -9 69 5,318 4 +3 44 1,373 38 23 38
New Bngland.euceesnenees . +13 +10 -10 9 362 +77 +38 8 62 24 16 19
Middle Atlantic....... -9 -16 -3 19 1,024 +37 +23 10 48 11 7 8
Eagt North Central.... +14 -2 +6 15 1,678 +14 15 8 401 39 42 51
West North Central..,... -3 +5 5 [} 644 0 w26 6 a2 35 34 50
South Atlanbdlovssasisasvarinsecnras +1 435 «13 6 400 -19 ~22 4 4 wl o2 28
Tagt South Central.essceisaasrssses +14 w2 e 6 294 o [ o [ e [ [}



Page 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES ,ND INVINTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

DECEMBER 1950
(DATE ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL DPERAT'IONS)
Sal ~of -
es Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stocks sales®
Percent change December 1950 panel || Percent chang4 December 1950 panel ratios
Kind :Ii]'dBusmess Dec.’| Dec. [12 mos. Number of | pororteq || D2¢- | Dec. Pumver of B ted
s 1950 | 1950 | 1950 | estab- | ob 1950 | 1950 | estab~ eporte
geographie division < dollar dollar Dec.| Dec.} Nov.
from | from | from |lishments| yoyyeg || from | from pishments | . v 1950| 1949{ 1950
Dec. | Nov. |12 mos.}| repori- Dec. | Nov. | report- values

1949 | 1950 | 1949P ing (add 000) || 1949 | 1950 ing {add -000)
Groceries, total.eeussveaeeseass. P B L) +4 +8 836 | $130,990 +15 -4 630 | $143,313 || 147 | 150 { 161
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers®..| +15 -1 . +5 549 55,028 +15 -5 436 66,‘215 148 | 148 153
New ENZLand. veeueennrannnesnneenenns +24 1 10 +9 7 1,497 +41 +6 4 2,679 [ 212 [ 192 | 175
Middle Atlantic.... +21 +10 +6 20 2,220 +6 -3 11 2,031 | 143 | 163 162
East North Central. +18 -2 +11 135 11,749 +7 ty 1186 15,286 || 148 | 163 149
- West North Central. . +11 -1 +2 62 5,667 +4 -4 40 6,741 || 171 | 169 165
South Atlantic....... . +11 -6 +4 64 6,515 +29 -1 41 7,369 || 151 | 129 142
East South Gentral. . +19 -1 +6 41 4,543 +25 +1 34 5,474 | 143 | 136 140
West South Central.. - +17 +2 +4 106 12,191 +14 -7 83 13,087 || 141 | 144 153
Mountain. ....cooeenns . +21 -4 ~2 17 1,305 +12 -11 15 1,747 | 142 | 156 153
Pacific.cooioenaninns . +11 +2 +2 90 7,902 +14 _-9 87 10,313 § 136 | 133 154
Voluntary-group wholesalers...... cesvae| +18 +6 +10 175 52,291 422 -4 121 55,342 | 152 | 144 173
New England........ cuean +21 +15 +11 9 3,714 +26 -9 6 1,713 {1 123 | 124 142
Middle Atlantic,... +30 +16 +12 44 16,556 +20 -5 30 17,283 | 139 | 147 169
Eagt North Central... +22 +5 +9 46 9,601 +19 -4 33 9,729 || 137 | 138 147
West North Central... +4 +5 +9 - 31 10,136 +35 0. 25 14,792 | 218 | 158 254
South‘Atla.ntic. [RREES . +14 =5 +10 | . 13 2,693 +22 -8 7 1,755 | 115 | 104 115
Paclfic,ivoeeriilorneriniacnans +18 -6 +12 15 4,078 +32 ~7 4 2,504 | 122 | 114 129
Retailer-cooperative warehous_es. veveane| 423 +4 +11 20 7,522 +8 +3 15 5,179 | 149 | 163 141
Specialty lines wholeseler@...v.ivsrsees| +30 +17 +11 92 16,149 0 -4 58 16,577 | 130 | 171 167
New Englande.covisvesnensonsss +18 +11 0 5 161 [} [ [ [ (] [ [
Middle Atlantic...... +33 [, +35 +12 19 4,139 +17 -3 | 11 3,531 || 100 | 116 147
East North Central... ees| 428 +40 +9 10 815 +15 +7 5 210 79 69 &7
South Atlanticsseivvreniisssoresanses| +35 +4 +11 25 2,349 +2 fs 41 16 2,166 | 114 | 152 116
Bagt South Centralsscveeerrvecieanrey| +40 +6 +20 6 708 el ¢ [4 e [ 4 ¢
West South Centralesevecisa. vese +7 =15 +4 5 a0 [ [ [ [ [ [ [}
PanlfiCiveririitinesescirasntnrnonane| +29 +14 +12 17 7,367 -6 -8 13 9,677 § 159 | 223 218
Leather and shoe £AndingSsvevevsvrssrsnse| +20 ~15 +9 25 457 +14 +3 13 1,033 {| 394 | 420 327
. Middle Atlantdeseesesienvoss +10 ~14 +5 5 32 [ c [ e [ [ ¢
East North Central,.... . -3 ~12 +5 4 65 [ e e [ c [4 e
West North Central................... +13 -8 +15 5 70 c (4 ¢ e c 3 e
PacifiCsiiariicinrnnersrnnnnnenarsnse] +38 ~15| 411 [ . 236 [ e e ¢ [ ¢ e
Meats and meat products..... +34 +13 +6 41 24,186 +36 +3 35 9,170 48 47 52
Middle Atlantle...e..ue. +29 +9 +6 11 4,559 +35 -1 . 11 1,884 41 40 46
East North Central... +35 +16 +3 13 9,862 +28 +2 12 45936 53 57 60
South Atlantic....... +24 +15 -2 4 456 c e c c 4 e e
PacifiC.isiriiieniiaininenineiiiiees| +38 +19 +11 3 4,238 +50 -2 4 750 35 32 37
Paper and its products..... cresan| 425 4 +16 59 8,979 +5 +3 36 6,749 | 108 | 128 100
Middle Atlantic...... cevaen| 436 -6 +26 20 2,908 +22 +11 12 1,618 84 94 74
East North Central. veennse| 425 ~10 +19 16 3,156 +1 +3 10 2,314 88 | 112 78
South Atlantic....... o +25 =5 17 6 740 e c [ [ [ c c
South Central... cee| 415 -10 +17 5 508 c [ ¢ 3 [ [ c
Paeifici.iaee.n. . +2 +16 -8 5 1,250 -2 -l 4 1,740 ) 196 | 193 218
Petroleumsccueas veeaes vabesrsrnevaeninsel 436 +28 +12 28 6,649 -.i-8 +6 28 5,026 7% 95 22
Shoes and other footwear......v.veveessan| +17 -8 +9 39 21,498 +14 +9 34 64,415 || 303 | 313 256
Tobacco productB..escsacvennseesen +1 +7 0 287 46,001 +18 -8 176 15,976 54 47 62
New England..eeveseanas . . -1 +12 +1 24 3,524 +5 +2 12 575 45 4, 49
Middle Atlentic. +2 +10 0 58 14,949 +23 -9 39 6,359 57 47 68
East North Central... +5 +8 -1 67 9,124 +17 -10 39 2,659 51 46 60
West North Central... ~7 +12 ~4 41 5,966 +22 =12 29 2,271 57 45 70
South Atlantic....... +3 -6 ~1 21 3,880 +17 e bys 1,87 56 49 54
East South Central.... +7 -1 +13 14 1,524 +24 -6 7 561 54 48 55
West South Central. +4 +1 +4 24 2,255 +8 ~10 10 422 37 36 41
Mountain. . +15 +15 +8 12 1,090 -19 -15 10 301 €0 7 69
Pacific.....c... dhenaesassrecartarans 4 +6 -3 19 2,705 +11 ~1 8 436 52 48 53
Yines and Spiritsf. Aerinnge . +23 +39 +16 297 154,777 +12 -15 241 | 104;654 85 95 139
New Englandeeceecracenss +33 +21 +17 26 8,441 +31 ~17 20 4,977 81 83 109
Middle Atlantic.. +28 +49 +21 47 55,800 +28 -12 40 32,045 75 77 130
Fast North Central.. +26 +43 +18 42 17,302 +7 ~16 31 11,094 87 | 107 144
West North Central. +5 +20 +9 32 10,822 +4 -13 25 10,933 | 142 | 148 196
South Atlantic..... +22 +27 +12 43 17,309 0 ~24 AL 12,770 76 92 126
East South Central... ~5 +25 -2 16 4,283 +10 -9 13 3,739 || 105 93 148
West South Central... +24 +43 +12 37 17,493 -17 -23 33 11,188 66 | 100 123
Mountain. oo veerees +23| 4361 422 10 2,944 -1| -15 9 1,920 | 69 | @7 | 112
Pacifice.... +22 b +16 25 16,514 +30 =10 15 13,329 | 116 | 107 190
Mi8CellaneouS, s ors e varenssnnrsncorarsrs| +25 +17 +16 39 7,474 +3 +7 27 6,166 || 125 | 167 139

NOTE: The United States total and totals for some trades include & number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

a Stock-sales ratios are percenisges derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total salee (including -any direct shipments and consignment
business) for en identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthiy trends.

Insufficient data to show separately.

To be published in the December issue of Trends in the Drug Trade.

Noi affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called Mlicense" States which do ‘not have Sta‘l'.e control or monopoly distrib-
wtion at the wholesale level.

Mo e o

States comprising geographic divisions:

New England - {Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.) Soutt Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.)
Middle Atlantio - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Eagt North Central - (I1l,, Ind., Mich., Ohlo, Wis.) West South Central - (Ark., La., Okle., Texas)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kane., Minn., Mo., Nebr., Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

P N. Dak., S. Dak,) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)




