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Sales and inventory itrends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted
to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,261 wholesale establishments in various lines
of business.

SALES

January sales of wholesalers were down 16 percent from the previous month, but up slightly (1%) over
Jamuary a year ago. )

All geographic divisions reflected sales below December 1952. Decreases varied from 8 to 26 percent,
with the heaviest declines being shown in the New England and Middle Atlantic Divisions. The Mountain Divi-
sion, up 12 percent, indicated the largest increase among the five divisions showing sales gains over Janu-
ary last year. While the South Atlantic Division reported practically no change, three divisions--Middle
Atlantic, East North Central, and New England--experienced declines of 1, 3, and 5 percent, respectively.

Of the 37 trades covered in this report, 24 reported sales below the previous month. Substantial sea-
sonal declines were indicated by jewelry, down 68 percent, and wines and spirits, down 50 percent. Grocery
voluntary group wholesalers reflected no change, while 12 trades, led by paints and varnishes, experienced
increases ranging from 1 to 24 percent. Most trades also experienced lower sales than a year ago,with coal,
down 23 percent, reporting the heaviest decrease. Although tobacco and automotive supplies indicated no
change from January 1952 sales, 14 trades reported increases of 2 to 20 percent. The metals +trade showed
the largest gain percentagewise. .

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers' inventories (valued at cost) as of January 31, 1953, rose 2 percent above stocks on hand a
month earlier, but were 5 percent under year-ago inventories. Based on the reports of 3,289 wholesale estab-
lishments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the January stock-sales ratio of 166 percent was
31 points higher than that reported for December 1952, but 12 points below a year ago.

All divisions except the Pacific reported inventory gains over year-end 1952. Increases ranged from
1 percent in the South Atlantic Division to 11 percent in the Mountain Division. The Pacific Division re-
mained at the same level as a month earlier. Compared with stocks on hand January 31, 1952, only the Moun-
tain Division, up 3 percent, showed an increase. All other divisions indicated declines varying from 1 to
8 percent, with the New England, Middle Atlantic, and Pacific Divisions sharing the sharpest decrease.
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Page 2 .
. WHOLESALERS! SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JANUARY 1953
[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]
* ' " sales . Inventory, end~of-month (at cost) stock-.sales
Percent change January 1953 panel |percent ehange,‘ January 1953 panel (;i:ice,ﬁt)
Geographic division Jan. 1953 Number of Jan. 1953 lNumber of
and estab- Reported from-- estab~ Reported
kind of business from-- lichments| doller | 1 ehments dollar Jan. | Jan. | Dec.
Jan Dec o values values 1953 | 1952 | 1952
. . epoTt- (add 000) Jan. | Dec. | report- (add 000)
1952 1952 . ing 1952 ; 1952 ing
United States, 01812, .veevreereorsanes +1 -16 4,261 | $779,578 -5 +2 3,289 61,063,882 166 178 135
New Englandesseesesescsoserssarsnssrssoncsaes -5 -26 252 32,365 -8 6 177 41,393 166 170 122
-1 ~26 746 147,515 -8 +2 566 162,802 145 155 101
East North Central.. . -3 -19 822 139,743 -4 +4 659 174,185 145 145 112
West North Central.ce.ssiococcecens +3 -8 526 98,701 -3 +5 397 156,654 185 197 164
South Atlanticeescesrrvocsis 0 -11 546 89,853 -5 +1 4281 117,933 159 166 138
East South Central.......... +3 -10 222 36,877 -2 +8 168 51,038 167 174 141
+5 -8 399 73,329 -1 + 314 108,349 176 190 153
+12 -9 175 27,274 +3 +11 145 38,729 162 179 135
+2 -17 522 100,531 -8 0 384 134,909 176 193 142
0 -10 360 16,645 -3 ~4 202 15,571 268 258 229
+18 +8 20 613 -25 =71 9 423 253 318 275
Middle Atlantic.. [¢] =3 43 930 -2 +1 40 2,243 273 280 274
East North Central.. -9 -29 69 3,009 +2 -12 44 4,514 252 213 160
West North Central.. -1 -19 a3 3,601 +1 [ 17 1,401 345 306 304
South Atlantic...... +2 +10 23 2,806 -6 -2 16 1,499 298 311 346
West South Central.. +11 +19 14 1,706 -9 ~4 9 1,021 184 284 307
-8 =29 26 831 +10 +13 16 1,102 387 305 255
.o +5 -2 79 2,641 -10 -4 31 3,368 264 252 272
Blectrical group, tot8l.c..cvacssccnacenans . +3 -25 676 135,983 =14 +7 603 203,542 159 192 113
Full-line wholesalerS..eessscassssocsane A +3- -26 440 105,410 -16 +7 431 168,392 161 200 112
Nev Englonde.eseeeecreessessen -8 24 34 . 6,513 -25 +3 34 10,659 164 199 120
Middle Atlantic.......c0u00 . -3 =26 60 16,524 -25 +5 56 24,954 154 100 109
East North Central....... +1 -27 86 23,926 -16 +9 85 33,526 141 169 93
West North Cemtral....... veses -1 -26 43 8 ,394 -20 +9 43 14,903 178 219 121
South Atlantic..eseeroransarcccns ool -3 T =26 63 14,284 -10 +7 61 25,487 183 201 127
East South Central.. .. +26 -15 29 5,839 -3 +10 28 8,746 153 199 118
West South Central.... N +19 =22 48 10,048 -10 +4 48 19,044 190 251 142
Mountain.cveesoese seens . +18 -29 21 3,819 14 +14 21 5,659 148 202 92
PacifiCsisecveesanas caesesaens B +9 -28 56 16,063 -16 +6 55 25,421 159 207 108
Wiring supplies, construction materials . .

GLEtT i DULOTS et seresosvrosaasoossosnsrnosess -8 ~16 128 10,706 || 49 +4 88, 11,688 150 127 122
New Englandeesssss ~12 -14 14 791 4 -1 4 267 191 231 152
Middle Atlantic...... -10 =13 27 1,114 +7 +4 19 1,552 177} 138 148
East North Central........ -15 -26 30 3,166 +14 +8 24 4,077 165 123 110
West North Central.....con.. +24 -9 8 1,082 +6 +4 6 1,018 155 192 166
South Atlantic..... -7 -7 18 1,869 -11 41 14 1,562 96 101 88
South Central... -16 - Ak 14 1,581 +19 -2 9 1,786 152 110 159
Mountain...... +7 -8 5 381 (x) | (x) (x) (x) () | (x) | (x)
PACIfiC..vaeeensasnrnscane . +11 -25 12 722 +10 +2 9 1,068 170 175 120

Appliances and specialiies wholesalers..... +8 ~-25 108 19,867 -2 +6 84 23,455 150 172 113
New England.sceseesscesocsresvassvonscacs +5 -28 12 1,665 -5 -6 9 1,570 109 121 97
Middle Atlantic.... e -10 -30 22 6,823 ~-12 +8 5 6,788 166 174 122
Fast North Central. +35 -32 16 2,820 -3 -8 13 3,034 129 182 92
West North Central. . +13 -20 12 1,064 ~19 e 10 2,013 203 283 152
South Atlantic.e..eevcsvns . . +8 -6 20 3,307 +23 +18 16 4,619 165 147 131

' South Central..... . . +10 =20 12 1,413 +5 +9 10 2,484 182 191 134
Mountain...... . +46 -30 5 694 +22 +12 5 1,255 181 217 114
Pacific..... +58 =171 9 2,081 +2 o - 6 1,692 87 139 T
Furniture and house furnishings....... +5 -19 64 9,228 +13 +17 47 16,049 217 201 149
Middle Atlantic....... -1 ~29 13 1,764 +1 +38 10 3,362 255 247 134
Fast North Central........ =10 -23 8 1,500 +15 +11 7 3,524 256 197 188
West North Central..... 17 R 10 896 +18 +20 10 2,941 328 231 207
South ALIAntiC.cesesasraoncssses . +8 -36 11 7281 (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PacifiC..euaesons recaenrrarrane +23 o} 7 2,011 +29 +9 5 2,079 116 114 108
Hardware...oeesseassvevecs ol =9 ~19 167 50,886 -3 +12 135 104,986 296 279 217
Middle Atlantic..... -21 -34 36 6,500 414 +13 29 17,375 306 207 178
East North Central.... erasscansanens +2 =25 25 9,574 -10 +15 20 21,024 263 302 172
West North Central...c.cceesnsens .. ~-11 =17 19 8,474 ~-10 +24 18 25,391 356 343 250
South Atlanticecesieasens -9 ] 27 4,729 - o 23 10,933 260 250 262
East South Centrales.easa.. -10 -14 15 4,054 -6 +8 13 9,223 254 245 203
West South Central... -7 =7 15 4,603 +2 +13 9 8,445 297 271 264
Mountain. . -12 -32 7 1,528 +8 +10 4 2,694 414 305 307
Pacific... -3 -13 ] 20 11,217 -2 +8 16 29,518 295 299 235
Industrial supplies......... -8 -10 127 16,816 -9 4 98 29,361 206 211 175
New Englend...... . -16 4 8 426 -1 4] 7 1,245 350 316 343
Middle Atlantic..... . =15 . -9 27 3,120 -13 +1 19 4,677 190 197 174
Fast North Central.. . -5 -14 23 4,650 -6 +10 22 7,511 164 166 128
West North Central.. -11 -19 11 999 -4 -11 9 1,698 238 197 221
South Atlantic... -12 +3 15 1,197 +1 +5 12 2,864 264 227 252
South Central.... -5 ~8 36 5,738 -13 +5 23 10,076 227 254 185
-1 =10 7 686 -1 -1 5 1,290 || 224 223 196
=11 -68 133 3,735 4 +7 78 12,471 482 433 137
-14 -68 8 241 {x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) {x)
Middle Atlantic... -17 -63 38 1,096 +4 -3 18 2,583 1 415| 274! 130
East North Central.. 45 -67 7 947 27 10 24 3,030 { 466] 504 143
West North Central.. ~14 72 Y 382 -10| 45 11 1,963 576| 508| 128
South Atlantic.... -19 71 : 8 2] (x) |-(x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) | (x)
South Central.. . 426 75 5 wol (x) | (%) (x) (x) x) | x) | ()
Pacific.... -16 -72 21 605| -11| i1 15 3,124 | 5551 520 142

See footnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALERS' SATES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOCRAPHIC DIVISION

[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Pogo 3

JANUARY 1953

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales

. sosl
Percent change Jm 1953 panel Percent chge, January 1953 panel é::::xs\t)
Geographic division . Jan. 1953
Jg?‘; 253 N:x:::g_of Reported from-- N:‘::E;_OC Reported
kind of business 1ishments dollar . 14 shmerek dollar j}Jan., | Jan. | Dec.
Jan. Dec. Teport- values Jan. Dec. Teport- values |[1953 | 1952 | 1952
1952 | 1952 ing (add 000)j 1955 | 1952 | ~ ipg | (add 000)
Lumber and building materials............... 49 -9 71 $10,746 =4 +1 55 $12,871 170 194 | 150
+13 ~15 7 2,497 +2 =10 8 1,062 69 76 62
+7 =17 10 723 +6 +12 8 1,175 225 230 157
+17 +19 6 se8 | (x) | (x) (x) (x) () | (x) | (x)
South Atlantic... -2 0 12 1,616 -4 +16 10 1,772 205 219 183
South Central., +28 413 5 845§ (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
Mountain......... +4 -19 7 1,729 ~19 +5 61" 3,229 202 257 158
2 +5 -3 7 1,144 -11 ~18 ) 1,808 175 228 206
Machinery equipment, supplies (except
L N 1y O N =10 =% T 49 - 7,824 +6 0 .37 17,286 255 212 240,
-8 ~13 5 381§ -13 -2 4 1,024 336 350 354
-23 -2 7 1,310 [t} +5 4 1,868 157 118 141
=2 -3 10 1,299 +14 +1 7 1,650 214 168 180
+1 +23 9 815 -5 -1 7 2,013 269 283 343
~10 +18 5 2,005 +14 +3 5 6,883 343 271 395
-16 +2 8 1,026 +3 +1 6 2,266 294 229 328
MetalS.eiesisesiineirencosussnnnnnsaassnnnne +20 -4 43 15,286 +26 4 39 22,904 153 145 125
Paints and varnishesS..e.ivvecscersnccnsacaans +12 +24 50 5,141 -13 -3 46 15,104 298 383 384
Plumbing and heating supplies...vc.esensenes =9 =13 134 14,575 -8 + 112 28,124 222 217 182
New Englandeceesssesnenss +5 +17 7 317 || (x) 1 (x) (x) (x)} {x) {x) (x)
Middle Atlantic... v =3 ~-12 32 2,315 -9 +9 25 3,980 207 224 154
East North Central.. reves -11 =21 15 1,086 ~10 +8 13 2,539 274 268 198
West North Central.... +5 -20 15 1,130 -8 +6 13 3,188 302 350 224
South Aflantice....ase. ~-11 =14 36 6,172 -8 -1 36 12,159 197 191 171
East South Central....... ~17 -9 11 1,77 -10 +12 |7 ] 3,069 192 171 160
PACI L Ce et e teenennnesrnocacesnnnsnsnnnns -2 -9 5 987 I (x}) (x) {x) {x) (x) {x) {(x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial). =11 =5 6% 1,372 =7 +1 53 3,506 324 320 313
Middle Atlantic..c.veeiiiiiancnrnsesnasan ~24 -3 14 433 «23 0 1 908 287 274 290
East North Central.. +2 -1 19 175 -5 +L 14 528 412 543 415
West North Central.. +6 ~12 5 147 +32 -1 5 417 284 227 250
South Atlantic......... =1 -6 © 16 372 -1 -2 16 1,165 313 315 299
South Centralisioeveses. hevrereen ~11 ~6 4 129 || (x) {x) {x) {(x) (x} {x) (x)
PACIfIC s it seeerannneronsenasannsanassns =25 =11 4 71 (x) {x) (x) {x) {x) (x) {x)
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...... -8 +2 38 5,258 +9 -1 30 6,525 137 116 143
¥iddle Atlantic...ivvverrecerseness =7 +2 [ 899 +35 +15 4 841 109 77 100
East North Centrdl....... =15 -4 104 24244 +11 =9 7. 2,682 136 101 142
South Aflantic...v.vus. .. +20 +27 8 951 +3 +11 7 1,049 113 132 1238
PACIf ey iiiattinnrerncrvenraneranracans -13 ~1 5 283 +16 +6 5 700 247 1841 230
BEOT s vavteerasarensneesarsoracesenosssasons -8 ~22 34 1,388 =14 -2 28 623 50 55 40
Middle Atlantic........ <20 -28 7 292 -16 ~16 6 73 25 24 22
East North Central., -4 ~23 10 440 -19 +6 10 209 48 57 35
West North Central.. -17 -23 6 97 I {x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantics.vseeiiecarensvennnasans -9 -16 5 328 +13 +3 4 187 64 53 53
Chemicals, industrialeciecvecesonnssans .. +7 ~1 13 2,665 -9 -2 10 1,508 62 T4 62
Clothing and furnishings {except shoes)..... +13 +8 18 3,099 +15 +19 10 2,613 167 151 188
08l vt eraartecrennnncssasonassassissannnnns =23 ~-14 20 4,145 +8 =15 18 43486 112 79 113
Confectionexy.ceeaas. =3 =20 39 1,283 43 7 20 772 119 117 93
Middle Atlentic... -1 ~22 7 321 {x) (€3] (x) (x) x) {x) x)
+3 -28 4 . 103 | (0 (x) {x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
-4 -8 10 227 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) | (x)
~16 -26 8 210 | (x) {x} (x) (x) {x) (x) {x)
+3 -20 4 198 § (x) (x} (x) {x) {x) (x) {(x)
Dairy and poultry productsS.sesveseseencesans =11 16 26 7,116 -24 =22 20 2,025 32 37 37
Drugs and sindries (liquor excluded). +12 +17 197 75,410 +8 +6 155 94,034 155 161 173
New England.. +6 +2 1 2,903 +1 +2 9 3,79 177 180 176
Middle Atlantic... +5 +12 23 11,386 +6 i 16 10,271 149 147 153
East North Central.. +10 +12 26 11,930 +13 +11 19 13,618 152 146 150
West North Central.. +17 +22 19 7,994 +4 +5 16 9,557 138 156 161
South Atlantic......... +18 +24 a 9,707 +9 +5 22 10,664 147 161 176
East South Central..... +17 +23 16 4,663 +4 +3 12 5,912 156 177 185
West South Central.......... +16 +26 34 11,272 +13 +5 28 16,686 174 179 209
Mountain.......... +14 +36 13 3,971 47 +7 11 5,908 156 165 198
+11 +11 24 11,586 +5 +L 22 17,624 153 162 168
Dry +10 +9 166 38,181 +8 +5 138 70,683 228 228 241
-3 ~24 6 490 +10 +10 [ 976 199 175 138
Middle Atlamnc aerea +13 e 45 7,521 +5 +9 35 9,093 251 219 216
East North Central.. +17 +6 12 4,000 +39 +1 1? 7,257 181 152 1389
West North Central., +17 +25 16 13,291 +2 +3 14 31,639 239 274 293
South Atlantic..., 0 <7 26 3,890 +8 +8 20 7,984 225 ,208 197
East South Central.. -8 #11 15 1,770 +1 +20 11 3,054 211 189 207
West South Central... +6 +26 18 2,226 +36 4 18 5,086 228 177 278
Mountain.seeeessssees -2 -7 5 280 +9 +14 5 . 926 331 297 270
PaeifiC.siceriatiriccniiesnrsseenanasans 4 <4 23 4,713 -8 + 17 4,668 219 240 219
Farm suppPli€s.eessvseseassesnsocsacsssarsane -12 +7 18 2,983 -6 +1 9 1,245 112 114 129
Fresh fruits and vegetableS.iieeeerecsneonnns =-10 -19 60 4,678 +2 +13 39 1,098 40 33 29
New England.eceevvennss . ~23 -24 6 267 ~7 4 5 27 16 12 12
Middle Atlantie...... asen -18 «20 16 1,125 +34 +17 11 337 48 31 35
East North Central....... .. +8 =19 14 1,588 -4 0 6 47 15 14 12
West North Central..... erescrens -19 -26 7 574 +L +5 7 217 38 30 27
South Atlantic...... -17 -23 5 243 =38 -11 4 40 17 24 16
-8 -5 5 207 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | {x)
5§ 5 K R . -8 -3 4 472 || (%) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x)

See footnotes at end of table.
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Pege 4 ;
WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENIORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GECGRAPHIC DIVISION

JANUARY : 1953 %
o [Data are shovn by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations] :
' Ssles . i Inventory, end-of-month. (at cost) Stock-sales
) Percent change January 1953 panel Percent denge) January 1953 panel (P::'_:;;:;
Geographic division . Jan. 1953
and J;n. 1953 N:lgz:g_of Reported | from—- Num:e: of Reported
Xind of business rom-- 1ishments | dollar 1;;: - dollar Jan. | Jan..| Dec.
ents
Ton. Dec. ropoTte values | 5en [ Dec. | peporte | Yelues 11953 | 1952 | 1952
1952 | 1952 | 1pg (244 000) 1955 | 195 ing | {edd 000}
Groceries, total....... Ceeerserasesrene cons 0 41 864 | $145,847 -2 -1 705 | $140,338 124 127 125
Nonaffiliated full-line wholes‘a\:l.e:c-s3 eveis =1 +2 544 | "~ 58,350 ~4 -1 464 61,964 127 130 130
New England...ivevrvseroesacscanas seeeen +4 +1 6 1,450 +14 -4 5 2,485 181 165 189
Middle Atlantic.... sen +2 ¢} 19 3,086 -1 *2 ] 12 3,273 132 139 131
East North Central. . -6 | +4 132 10,919 -12 -6 128 12,938 125 132 139
Vest Nerth Central. . +4 0 64 6,960 +5 +2 50 7,648 139 142 134
South Atlantic... . -3 42 56 7,658 +3 +7 37 7,127 128 117 130
East South Ceniral.... “en -4 +1 44 4,907 -3 +5 34 5,206 139 136 136
West South Central...... . +3 +8 106 14,808 -3 +4 83 13,873 120 129 122
Mountaine..ooveereensirana . o -5 24 2,544 +3 +7 24 3,716 146 142 129
Pacificieererscceens resernsitasnsanenene -6 -13 a3 6,018 ~15 -20 91 5,698 104 112 109
Voluntary-group wholesalerS.eecieseseicese 2 Q 193 58,208 0 ~1 148 52,882 121 126 119
New England.evesoseaceccensn +2 ~16 - 9 3,439, 42 =1 7 1,985 106 116 119
Middle Atlantic....... =7 +7 32 12,346 +1 0 22 8,148 130 124 124
East North Central,... 4] -5 41 9,802 -1 +1 28 8,143 95 100 92
West North Central... +7 -1 68 18,784 +1 -2 68 24,999 133 140 134
Scouth Atlantic..... cnree 0 +1 12 3,059 +1 +14 6 1,860 118 111 101
PacifiC..iiereuneccnncssonansassa teacaes +8 +23 24 6,450 +5 45 10 2,695 116 111 116
Retailer-cooperative warehousSes....vsesses +3 +1 22 11,217 -3 0 .15 6,126 98 104 103
Specialty lines wholesalerS.veeweercesanns -4 - 45 105 18,072 ] 4] 78 19,366 1314 126 134
New England.eseeecesaees . +14 +24 5 291 +56 +57 4 148 52 38 42
Middle Atlantie..... . ~10 +19 23 4,869 +10 +5 17 44424 woc| 8 116
East North Central. . -13 L +l4 9 885 +3 =2 . 6 323 71 73 84
South Atlantie..... -2 +7 20 2,217 -2 +6 14 2,388 119 119 119
East South Central. -10 -1 5 716 | (x) {x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x)
West .South Central. +7 35 5 359 || (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) {x) (x)
+35. +20 71. 1,359 +48 +43 6 1,036 82 V¢ 70
~4 -6 28 7,185 -7 -7 24 10,143 189 190 174
-1 -9 24 366 0 +8 12 960 508 490 494
+8 ~14 6 420 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) x) 1 ()
+7 ~16 5 750 (x) | (x) (x} (x) (x) | (x) 1 {2}
-9 ~11 6 w4 | (x) | (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) | (x)
=15 -8 40 20,694 ~19 #10 36 8,575 47 49 28
=16 -9 11 3,896 +5 +3 AL 2,159 55 44 49
.. . 20 ~16 13 8,303 -23 +13 12 4,106 52 54 39
PacifiCe.vececeras seeaens serreserrensian -16 +19 5 4,456 -33 4 650 24 28 25
Paper and its products......... caesaanens Ves -2 +1 60 9,107 42 +2 39 8,582 138 128 137
. -15 ~20 % 26 (x) | 0 [€3) (x) ) | Gy [ )
. -5 +15 16 2,726 ~11 c 10 1,588 96 101 113
. -2 +7 18 3,435 +3 +2 13 2,733 101 91 103
South Atlantic.eeeeeiencass . -3 +1 7 852 i (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacific....cuvuvne estririennesecencsinene +10 , =25 7 1,150 +7 0 [} 2,307 252 261 197
Petroleumes, .u. S . -8 ~9 29 6,070 +20 -5 28 6,031 100 76 95
Shoes and other fOOIWeAT. . 0susvvesrasersnnn +15 +17 33 31,322 ~15 ~20 29 64,078 207 281 304
Tobacco ProductsS...ueesscescas . 0 =21 273 37,935 2 6] - 169 19,809 76 75 57
+1 ~29 30 2,615 +13 +7 12 2,410 205 187 150
+1 ~24 51 11,891 0 +6 36 8,203 84 85 61
0 -23 65 7,473 +1 +5 39 2,574 60 59 45
. -2 =20 42 4,612 ~4 +4 33 2,343 64 67 48
Scuth Atlantic.... 4 -12 s 5,400 +7 +8 21 2,677 &1 58 49
East South Central +1 -16 12 1,734 -5 -2 - 6 518 47 53 43
¥West South Central -5 -11 23 1,952 -3 -9 9 504 58 52 56
Mountain. . -6 -11 8 460 +15 +53 7 316 71 58 42
Pacific..... ~7 ~26 15 1,798 +#4 +8 [} 264 62 64 51
Wines and spirite®.....ceenen +3 ~50 275 78,672 ~15 =4 235 109,223 162 196 83
New England.,... . “ aee -14 -61 24 3,405 ~21 b | 18 5,927 267 281 67
Middle Atlentic..... +18 -57 48 23,600 ~24 =14 46 29,762 145 219 70
East Horth Central...... -2 ~49 45 10,938 -2 -3 35 15,693 163 163 85
West North Central.. -6 ~40 31 6,597 ~10 -2 26 8,959 186 193 109
South Atlantic...... -2 =40 40 11,052 -8 +5 38 14,661 136 145 78
East South Central.. ! 0 ~48 15 2,759 +9 +1 1 4,620 249 207 nz
West South Gentral,. +1 ~47 34 7,534 ~-16 ~5 31 12,072 166 200 93
Mountain, s +561 | 42 12 3,964 ||, w17 +44 10 3,767 108 152 82
Pacific.... 13} 53 26 8,823 -26 =10 20 13,762 201 230 104
Miscellaneous. sesssrsesnranseasrronsrsrsanse -1 +13 43 9,401 +18 -3 30 9,345 166 123 173

x Insufficient data to show separately.

¥ stodk-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, ah cost, by totel sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

in conJunction with sales., WNo adjustment is made in these calculetions for the mark-up of ssles, which varies from trade to trade.

2 The Yuited States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not mssigned to .a geographic division,

3 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

4 Baged on reports submitted by wholesalers lotated in the'so-called-"license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution

at the wholesale level.

Noter' Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted bdsis by sumarizing all reports recelved in time for tabulation.  Since coverage.
varies by kind of busineds and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown .
may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
data In zach of the periods for which comparisons are made.

States comprising geographic divisions

New Eogland (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H,, R.I., Vi.) East South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Middle Atlantie (N.J., H.Y., Pa.) . West South Central (Ark., la., Okla., Texas)

Past North Centrel (I11., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
Wiewt Norsh-Central {Iows, Kens., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S. Dak ) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idabo, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyoc.)
Sonth Atlantic (Del., Fla., CGa., Md., N.C., 8.C., Va., W.Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

i AN




MONTHLY U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Sinclair Weeks, Secretary
gl . BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
: i i Robert W. Buigess, Director

REPORT

FOR RELEASE

FEBRUARY 1953 AFRIL 1, 1953

Sales and inventory trends preéented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitited to

the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,281 wholesale establishments in various lines of
business.

SALES

Februaery sales of wholesalers rose 2 percent above the previous month and were up 3 percent over sales a

year ago. Oumulative sales for the first two months of 1953 were 2 percent over the corresponding period of
last year. ’

Most geographic divisions reflected small gains over January sales. The West North Central Division, up
4 percent, led the six divisions indicating sales increases. Declines, however, were reported by the Pacific
(-2%), East South Central (-3%), and West South Central (~3%) Divisions. Compared with February 1952 sales,
gains of 1 %o 6 percent were reported by all divisions except the West North Central, which showed practi-
cally no change. The Mountain Division, which reported the largest increase over a year 8g0, 8lso noted the
principal year-ago gain in January.

Of the 37 trades covered In +this report, 19 reflected sales higher +than a month earlier. The largest
gains were reported by jewelry (35%), farm supplies (31%), and electrical appliances end specialties (23%).
While tobacco products showed practically no change from the previous month, 17 other trades indicated de-
clines of 1 to 15 percent, the sharpest drop being reported by grovery specialty lines. Compared with sales
a year ago, 16 trades experienced gains while 21 trades reflected declines. Electrical appliances and spe-
cialties, up 21 percent, and metals, up 20 percent, showed the most substantial Increases, while farm sup-
plies, down 34 percent, indicated the heaviest decrease. !

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers' inventories (valued at cost) as of February 28, 1953, were 3 percent above stocks on hand
January 31, but 2 percent below inventories of a year ago. Based on the reports of 3,298 establishments
submitting Inventories in conjunction with sales, the February stock-sales ratio of 169 percent was 2 points
higher than that reported for the previcus month, but 8 points below the February 1952 ratio.

Inventory gains over January 31 were indicated in all divisions except the Pacific, which experienced a
slight (1%) decline. Increases ranged from 2 percent in +the New England Division +to 8 percent in the
Mountain Division., Compared with stocks on hand at the end of February last year, small gains of 1 and 2
percent were reflected iIn five divisions, while the remaining four divisions showed declines varying from 1
to 6 percent. The Pacific Division reflected the sharpest drop from inventories of a year ago.
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENYORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GECGRAPHIC DIVISION
FEBRUARY 1953

[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without dimelosure of individual operations]

Salea Inventory, end-of-month {at sost) Stoci;ea}es
Percent changs - Pebruary 1953 panel Percent change February 1953 panel z‘:r c::t
Geographic division . Feb. 1953 .
DL | 2 Moy of | popongag | TEEC 19 Mumber of | poporiag
kind of business from | lishments dollar “1ishments dollar Feb. | Feb. | Jan.
values values 1953 | 1952 | 1953
Feb, | Jan. |2 mo., report- (add 000) Feb. | Jan. report- (add 000)
1952 | 1953 | 19527 ing 1952 | 1953 ing
United States, totel’....vesvevennnnn, i3 +2 +2 4,281 1 $797,915 -2 +3 3,298 $1.121 793 169 177 167
+5 +3 o} 259 36,335 -5 +2 179 43,051 156 mn 155
+3 +3 +1 753 154,502 -3 +3 ] - 574 171,669 138 149 143
+2 +3 Q 810 143,697 +1 o 651 187,097 149 151 146
0 % +1 528 103,882 ~L +3 401 ). 170,842 191 195 191
+ +2 +2 551 90,463 +2 +4 432 126,442 170 174 157
+1 ~3 +2 210 34,889 +1 +6 158 52,886 182 180 168
Weat South Centfal....... +2 -3 44 397 71,568 41 +4 312 115,580 192 194 178
Mountaifeeccosesnisasraes +6 +2 +9 179 26,089 +2 +8 144 39,833 179 184 168
T X R + -2 +3 Sbd 103,281 -6 -1 397 136,915 179 198 178
Automotive BUPPlieBesciirereeraiese +16 +lo +8 365 19,642 =2 43 186 16,905 282 318 278
New England...... +18 4 +18 16 501 =17 +4 4 180 273 338 258
Middle Atlantic....... +5 -3 +3 47 997 -3 +3 43 2,388 286 315 268
East ‘North Central... PPN +15 +10 +2 70 3,540 -4 +2 45 4,927 256 | - 303 257
West North Central. B +21 +30 +10 84 4,632 =3 -1 17 1,116 311 315 303
South Atlantic..... - +21 +19 +11 24 3,351 -13 +2 17 1,616 328 347 305
West South Central. . +15 +29 +13 11 2,120 +7 +4 6 1,594 264 306 311
Mountein,..eseasnains . +21 +12 +6 27 1,049 +6 +2 17 1,331 329 354 333
PacifiCe..... +11 +9 +8 |- 83 2,859 +2 +6 36 3,721 290 323 272
Electrical group, totale...sveececes PPTRRMINN +11 +13 +7 695 155,090 =7 +11 626 227,440 152 184 157
Full-line wholesalers....e.ecves cesearaans +11 +12 +7 447 118,777 -9 +11 439 187,712 | 150 195 162
New England..v..eese .o . +5 +6 -2 34 6,930 -20 +7 34 11,428 165 217 164
Middle Atlantic...... +2 +11 -1 63 18,079 -20 +8 60 26,561 149 191 154
Tast North Central... +2 +14 +5 88 27i715 -7 +14 87 38:958 141 164 141
West North Central. +15 +20 +7 45 10,168 =10 +10 45 16,603 163 209 178
Beat, South Centrad. Al el e »| il | e 2| Goes | 1es| | 1
East South Central. +, + + + +: 1
West South Central. I PR R ) 48| 06| -2 417 48| 22211 200] 25| 190
67010 7= + P +18 +11 +18 22 4,462 ~11 +14 <22 6,941 155 205 151
Pacifice..... besssseanrasnnse traesennnes +14 +7 +11 55 17,064 -14 +4 54 26,301 155 206 161
Viring supplies, consiruction materials
distributors. . -2 =2 -5 129 10,252 +10 +4 9% 13,513 150 151 157
New England... . -17 -2 ~-14 12 693 +3 -3 4 234 164 173 169
Middle Atlantic,... .. ~7 -5 -8 28 1,043 +2 -1 20 1,556 160 i62 174
East North Central. . -1 +9 -8 30 3,191 +17 +& 25 4,893 129 151 179
West North Central. . -6 -25 +7 11 1,090 +12 +5 9 1,779 251 203 163
South Atlantic..... +8 +1 0 19 1,920 +1 +10 16 1,924 114 122 103
South Central.. . ~19 -8 -17 11 1,106 +13 + 8 1,617 193 133 154
Mountain...... . +18 +16 +13 5 4420 (x) (x) (x) (x (x) (x) (x)
Pacifice..ereuniansn eeeeresresesensans +20 -2 +15 13 767 +11 -5 10 1,173 172 190 180
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... +21 +23 +15 119 25,061 +7 +11 93 26,215 114 131 128
New England..cesrcoeverversoonsconnes .. +31 +15 +18 13 2,122 ~11 +7 10 1,795 96 146 103
Middle Atlamtic.. .e +23 +39 +7 25 10,229 -2 +6 19 7,773 82 105 109
East Horth Central.. . +23 +8 +28 17 3,298 +9 +12 12 3,414 133 146 123
West North Central . +15 +12 +14 12 1,288 -1 +13 11 2,174 175 201 173
South Atlantic.... .. +20 +20 +14 26 3,687 +27 +19 20 4,250 168 171 177
South Central.. . +12 435 +11 12 2,127 +12 +14 19 3,059 148 147 176
Mountain.. .. +3 +10 +16 6 1,133 +32 +14 6 2,013 178 138 171
PACITICA e nreresanseernnvarcrmnnsnsees I - 46| 438 & 2,177| +10| +10 5 1,737 88 96 83
Furniture and house furnishings....... cernas +7 +15 +5 67 10,900 +20 +8 50 18,370 205 186 223
Middle Atlantic........ seens . -16 +2 <10 14 1,895 +5 +5 10 3,603 255 213 272
East North Central.. . 0 +24 -5 8 1,866 +34 +16 7 4,099 237 176 256
West North Ceniral.. .. 4 +36 ~10 9 1,114 +30 +7 9 '3 013 270 200 345
South Atlantic.... - -1 +25 43 12 979 i (%) (x) (x) \xs (x) (x) (x)
Mountain..... . . +26 7| +26 % 619 | (x) {x) {x) (x) 5 (x)O (:1{)5 (:{:)L8
Pacificei..nns cerersavensaaerit weresnens +35 +5 +29 8 2,27 +22 ~2 6 2,26 1L 2:
Hardware....as.. vaiveasesriaansecsnsrearnans ~1 +13 -5 161 56,324 Q +8 134 143,683 290 286 304
Middle Atlentic........ . 0 +25 =11 a3 7,519 +20 +9 . 28 18,393 267 224 310
East North Cenbtral....... +5 +22 43 23 10,644 0 +13 20 25,718 264 277 287
West North Central....... -12 +15 =12 19 9,783 -7 +6 19 32,537 333 314 363
South Atlantic...... . 4 ] -7 24 4,348 +2 +7 20 11,832 302 281 266
East South Central..... -1 0 -6 15 4,222 +2 +8 13 10,212 269 258 252
West South Central..... . -2 +5 -5 15 4,856 0 +2 9 8,642 293 278 296
Mountaineessereass . -5 +10 -8 8 1,906 +h +16 5 3 ,362 4;2 350 350
Pacific..cvense .. +8 +12 +2 o2 12,706 -1 +6 17 31,888 282 310 298
IndustTial SUPPLIES.yevecnccncesnrssvonersse -8 +1 -8 N 18,783 =7 =1 102 32,323 201 200 208
New England.... . -8 ~6 =11 1l 875 -6 +2 9 2,153 318 310 292
Middle Atlantic... .. -11 +2 -13 25 2,139 -lé -2 18 4y 59g Z]l:?z 1?3.) 1,2;
East North Central... . -9 +1 =7 22 4,874 i 0 20 7,66 " 16 1
Weet North Ceniral... . of 45| -6 9 10166 -10| -1 ] 1,885 | 198| 228| 219
South Atlantic.....covinavinirannn » -16 -5 -14 19 1,514 0 +1 16 3,578 266 218 254
East South Central.. B -9 +1 -9 8 1,879 4 +8 7 4,061 223 209 210
West -South Central.. . 4 -2 -3 28 3,928 -9 -9 16 5,764 222 230 256
PacifiCaeeeinrecasans semenassetsesrass .. +3 +11 +2 9 1,408 -3 ~3 8 2,629 202 214 229
JewelrFeooeeeeennnn terecrearansan Meesaiensaen ~12 +35 =12 133 5,440 =3 +3 82 13,071 )| 330 302 449
Nez,: England..., cees -4 440 -8 7 3287) (%) {x) () x) (x) {x) (x)
gA‘I‘. b 2% +21 22 37 1,635 7 1 18 3,103 353 268 446
Middle Atlantic. - 2 = - = s -
East. North Centra -2 +25 +1 41 1i441 +3 +7 29 4,297 336 331 382
West North Central -10 +83 =11 13 653 -1 14 N 11 2,240 345 315 559
South Atlantic.... -8 +30 -15 [ 250 f| (x) {x) (x) (xs (x) (x) (=)
South Central. . . +6 2| #15 5 1461 (x) (x} | . (%) . (x) [63) (x) {x)
PacifiCacersversnvseanonsesnn Ceevenees ~10 462 -13 21 971 =5 +2 13 2,521 323 312 516

See foctnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AMD GECORAPHIC DIVISTON

FEBRUARY 1953

[ﬁata are shown by geographic division, where possible without diselosure of individual operationa]

Puge 3

Sales l] Inventory, end-of-month {ai cost) stook-aales
Percent ¢hange February 1953 panel llrreent ch February 1953 pansl (z‘atios
. Feb, 195 .
Geographic diviaion Feb. 1953 |2 mo [ Number of fp fosd _2 3 | Number of Reported
end £20Mean 1952 eatab~ do1l. &5tab-
ar " dollar Feb, | Feb, | Jan.
kind of business from | lishments v 1ishmentis
alypes values 1953 | 1952 | 1953
Faby | Jan, | 2 00y Tepor~ | (o 4"gn0) i Feb, |Jan. | Tepori- | oo
1952 | 1953 11952 ing 1952 1953 ing
Lumber and building materielsecesssessasencs b 43 +2. il 310,568 +6 14 57 $13,581 1173 156 163
Mlddle AtlantiCesssosearrasse 22 23 5 16 1,753 -5 ~13 10 1,025 82 65 70
East North Centralecesessss +26 +26 +16 9 763 =3 w7 7 1,008 A4 241 249
West North Central. cee w1 +3 +7 9 637 -2 +10 4 383 113 1z2 88
South Atlanticesesssesennen h ~7 wdy 12 1,496 +14 7 10 1,644 206 172 208
South Centralscesscasevssassseras +19 +3]  +24 5 87 (%) {x) (x) x) fx} (%) {x)
Mountaineseesvssasnsnassacscaciossesscen -3 +14 4] 9 1,974 9 +1J 6 3,642 192 205 202
FRCLfLouasoarveasisonsusneasnvsoniananes =S{ 419 -3 8 1,370 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x)
Machinery equipment, supplies (exospt . .
electrioal)ssersessesisoise -3 +7 =7 54 8,291 +8 +3 43 17,142 243 212 251
3 “1 PYA 4 2211 T%) () (x} (x) (x) (%} (x)
«18 0 ~21 7 1,324l - =5 -1 s 1,844 152 127 157
+11 +7 +5 10 1,495 +12 +3 7 1,675 192 157 188
sescasdinnnes -5 <2 -2 6 b S 41 +il 5 2,042 316 288 272
sssensasscasace =5 16 -8 14 1,683 +18 +2 14 7,174 426 341 352
PaCifiCiveessscessacsnonvensanssncacanan -1 +26 <8 8 1,292 +5 +1 6 2,279 225 227 294
MetBlSeeuanessecrsasscnvrisneessnsnnroareansa +20 +1 +19 44y 15,935 +30 +5 40 25,230 161 148 156
Paints and varnisheSecvessessesssrcsncensese +14 +12 +13 49 5,534 =14 -2 45 14,537 267 356 304
Plunbing and healbing 5UPPlieSescserecesscncs =11 =1 =10 134 14,857 -6 43 111 8,60 225 214 2
New Englandecscecssvenss -6 ~i8 [1] 7 261 I {x) (x) {x) Tx) ?xi (x) (xi
Middle Atlantic.. =10 -8 =7 29 1,991 -9 +4 22 3,532 209 204 193
East North Centr +3 +9 -4 b 1,238 -5 +11 14 2,952 273 294 273
West North Central. +3 +18 +4 15 1,282 ~5 +6 13 3,175 264 287 298
South Atlenticessscese ~13 -3 -12 39 © 6,608 -16 -2 38 12,420 201 195 201
Eagt South Central.... .. . =10 -3 w1 11 1,723 -1 +7 9 3,260 206 186 191
T & T ST -1 -6 5 982l (x} | (x) (x) (=) [0 A O I R 3
Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial), +6 +2 ~2 7% 1,594 =11 =1 64 3,695 277 340 300
Middle AtlantiCeessscscessascsasssancesa o I Y <13 15 505 =33 -8 11 833 252 349 287
East North Central.. -5 =35 ~1 16 169 -3 =3 14 494 202 251 238
+32 +5 +18 5 154 +7 ~3 5 405 263 322 284
+14 +7 +7 22 409 -1 +3 22 1,254 307 354 317
~11 +22 «11 4 1571 (x) (x) (x). {x) {x) {x) {x)
PapifiCiescescisensorsasncssrsassosocass +20 +i4 4] 9 152 - +4 8 395 403 443 438
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplieSe.c.e.e -8 =7 =8 24 4,854 =1 =10 26 | 5,608 130 120 133
Middle AtlantiC..esecscosscaconas 0 +1 -4 7 958 +33 0 5 950 116 87 116
East North Central. ~11 - -13 10 2,152 +2 -12 7 2,373 126 108 136
South Atlantic, +5 -25 414 5 515 =21 ~20 4 572 103 135 S6
South Centraleseesssssocncenasorsncsones +13 -1 -6 4 550 -2 +3 4 708 129 124 124
BeOTusceassusrvssecsassssscesnnanssesacnsons +1 +2 -4 41 1,516 =16 +4 34 708 52 64 51
+1 +5 -10 8 326 =13 -1 7 78 24 28 26
East North Cen’bral. 0 -3 -2 12 469 -18 +5 11 235 53 64 48
West North Central PSS =7 46| -12 5 921l (x} (x) {x} (x} (x) {x) (%)
South Atlantic... vsee +6 +1 -2 3 331 +4 =5 4 177 59 65 64
PacifiCesecssasinseonns sereseceeactnen ~4 +1 -1 8 257 ~34 +11 7 157 70 103 65
Chemicals, industrialesesecsccacssesersenconrs +7 -4 +7 13 2,635 -10 -6 9 1,416 60 73 62
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)ee... -3 +2 +5 i5 2,804 +8 -5 9 2,379 145 140 163
COBlesarsacscnconscansensnsnonisnncnonsorane -6 -3 ~16 19 3;825 +13 14 17 3,819 103 85 114
Confectioneryeessssenssarssscasssscnsssorane -3 =5 ~3 37 1,128 =3 19 736 121 118 119
Middle Atlanticessssesas sene 0 11 [ 6 226 || (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
East North Centrale.,. 4 -8 -1 4 951 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
South Atlanticseessees [¢] -7 -2 10 212} (x) (=) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
East South Central.... -4 -2 -10 3 206 i {x) {x) {x) (%) {x) (x) {x)
West South Centralececsescees -12 ~5 -5 4 18| (x) (x} (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
Dairy and poultry productSeesceecscacecsasnes -3 -7 -7 24 2278 -1 -l 17 1,826 32 3 32
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)essceses +2 -10 +7 199 474 9 +2 159 96,041 181 170 160
New England............-......... -2 -7 *2 11 2,755 +5 +2 9 3,955 190 181 166
+7 =5 +6 26 11,505 +8 +4 19 11,942 161 163 150
+5 -8 +8 25 10,629 +13 +4 18 12,691 167 155 145
+2 ~17 +9 18 6,410 +3 +1 15 9,281 170 168 140
+5 -7 +11 -31 9,347 +10. +7 23 11,961 176] '168 154
-2 =17 +& 15 3,614 +5 +3 11 5,491 191 178 152
West South Central.ss. -2 24 +8 33 8,264 +14 +3 28 16,612 244 206 176
MountaiNesessss vens ~8 =17 +5 13 2,307 +7 +3 11 5,003 232 199 189
PacifiCesecsedssscessssssnsasnvacacenosa +2 +1 +6 29 11,843 +6 -5 25 18,995 161 155 173
Dry 000Seasssacsssasesnniosnsessssasnsnnena +4 +2 +7 157 38,906 +11 +2 129 73,1314 227 211 232
-12 +I1 -8 6 537 +17 +1 [ 975 182 137 177
-2 14 +6 41 6,285 +11 +L 32 8,904 263 233 261
+19 +4 +18 13 4,429 +33 +1 13 75724 174 156 179
+4 +2 +10 18 13,737 +7 -1 16 31,89% 233 226 240
+41 414 +2 23 4,087 +8 +7 17 7,54811 204 199] 218
<10 =15 -9 14 1,488 +3 +8 9 3,036 262 225 2c0
West South Centrul.... -3 +5 +1 15 2,745 +31 +5 15 7,023 256 130 257
Mountaine.ssecesas -8 +16 -5 6 414 +12 +3 6 1,498 362 298 408
Pacifie, +10 +14 +7 21 5,184 |, -3 0 15 4,510 213 218 235
Farm supplieBesceceeresenssssncrsrsssansnnacs =34 +31 =27 18 4,340 +5 +1 10 1,073 78 63 73
Fresh frults and vegelableSeiesecesvsancennes ~9 -7 ~10 62 4,461 ]| 1 i +1 40 1,150 47 49 42
-12 =13 ~18 7 241 +4 +10 5 57 48 45 39
-~13 -6 16 17 1,094 ~11 +8 12 299 45 44, 38
East North Centrals.... -3 -4 +2 14 1,529 «12 ~1 6 145 52 50 47
West North Central. ~13 =13 ~16 1 498 =10 0 7 217 44 42 38
South Atlantie. -8 -7 ~12 6 318 - 46 5 83 28 28 24
South Central,, . -6 +8] -13 6 3671 (x) (=) (x) (x) {x) (x) ()
PaCifiCassesessuonraserssracnscasseravans ~14 =20 -~11 5 414 -15 -10 {x) {x) (x} {x) (x)

See footnotes at.end of table.




Page 4 WHOL_FBALEFS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

[Data are shown by geographic division, vhere possible without 4

FEBRUARY 1953

r

iselosure of indjvidual operations)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock~sales
ratios?
w - divist Percent change February 1953 panel Fercent change, February 1953 panel cent
ographic division . Feb. 1953
and Feb, 1953 2 mo. | Number of Reported Frome Number of Reported
from—-~ 1953 estab- estab-
kind of business from | Lishments dollar 1ishment: dollar Feb, | Feb. |} Jan.
Feb values S | values 1953 | 1952 | 1953
eb. (Jan. |2 mo.| report- (add 000) Feb. | Jan. Teport- (add 000)
1952 | 1953 | 1952 ing 1952 | 1953 ing a
Groceries, tot@lecicererensaennnnns semessase [¢] -10 Q 850 | $131,977 ~1 +2 689 | $144,683 140 142 124
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers®...... -3 =13 =3 546 52,046 ~3 +1 459 63,579 147 143 127
New England..cercceensiorcocennio . . -2 ~-13 +1 8 1,461 +4 +1 6 2,711 205 196 176
Middle Atlantic... N +5 -12 +4 21 3,165 +5 +2 14 4,029 152 156 122
East North Central .. ~11 -13 -9 133 9,529 -13 +2 126 12,851 147 150 125
West North Central.. “e +2 ~9 +3 64 6,332 +1 ~2 50 7,603 150 151 142
i::zhsgﬁthmziﬁé;;i . . :2 —lf; j ;g '37 y Dg +5 +2 37 7,862 150 140 128
.o ceneens - ou -5 ~1 29 4,390 146 148 139
West South Central ; reanrre =1} 10 +1 104 131655 1l +5 82 15:357 139 138 119
Mountaine.v.eeenss . +2 -9 +1 25 2,548 +1 +2 23 3,899 163 166 144
. =27 -29 ~16 9% 4,314 -14 -15 92 4,877 126 103 103
+§ -g +§ 188 54,437 4] +h 147 55,610 132 137 124
e + ~ + 1 3,477 +5 +5 8 2,364 132 13

Middle ALLEIELC, .. nensvnvnoresrns 2l a4l s 33| 10556 42| 43 25 8,820 || 143 e B
East North Central.. +9 -2 ik 41 9,384 -1 +3 30 8,821 111 123 106
West North Central.. +5 0 +6 62 18,420 -2 +3 62 25,219 137 147 134
iou:i‘liAtlan‘bic PR -g -lg -1 i2 2,751 +3 +4 6 1,934 136 128 118
meificecconans. +, -1 +5 2% 5,617 0 ~6 10 2,535 119 113 116
Retailer-cooperative warehouses........... +9 -8 +6 22 10,671 4 +8 16 6,895 116 120 95
Specialty lines wholesalerSu.:.ccvsveeraen +7 ~15 +1 94 14,823 +1 67 18,599 154 168 132

New England...esssensass . -29 -36 32 A & (x) (x) [€3] {x) [€3) (x} x)
Middle Atlantic... . +17 ~14 0 19 3,965 +13 +15 12 4,652 136 143 100
East North Central.. . -9 -18 ~11 11 733 +3 +1 7 328 73 P 69
South Atlantic....... . +5 ~12 +1 i7 1,742 -2 4 11 1,862 119 127 110

East South Central.... 2| -7 -7 6 7]l (x) | (x) (x) (f (x) | (x) (x)

West South Centrale...eeeesonenn. +3( -10 +5 5 322§ (x) | (%) (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)

gouzggin. . +Ag -ig +BZ g g,égg () | (%) (x) (x) (x) | {0 (x)
(U 1 1 T + - = 2 R -6 -2 23 9,877 216 232 190
Leather and shoe findings........cccc.vvans . 4 +h -3 24 382 Y] 4] 1 956 534 510 514

Middle Atlantic...... . -3 ~11 +3 5 331 (x) (x) {xY- (x) (x) (x) (x)

East North Central. . ~10 -15 -1 5 64l (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

T a1 T . +1 +23 ~4 6 216 (x) (x) (x) (x} {x) (x) (x)
Meats and meat products.......... ..., ven =13 -7 ~14 38 16,821 ~-19 +4 34 8,635 52 5 47
Middle Atlantic, . -15 -9 -16 9 3,157 -7 -3 9 1,836 58 53 54
East North Central... B -14 -3 -18 13 8,032 =15 +9 12 4,492 59 60 52
2T 1 X T PR .- =24 -17 -20 5 3,679 ~34 -9 4 593 27 33 2%
) Paper and its products..... versvees sessrense -3 ~9 -3 62 8,876 -8 +1 42 9,242 148 154 138
Middle Atlantic.......cccvmviinnnronnnnn -6 -12 -6 18 12,813 -13 +4 11 1,838 109 112 93
Fast North Central.......cecevenirenaanns =1 -8 -1 19 3,359 +3 +2 14 3,216 116 110 109

South Ktlantic. ... 4 o2l 8] 3 7 7| ) | (x (x) ) ] 0] @
g Lo 1 S +2 -1 +6 7 1,135 + - ] 2,221 253 248 252
Petroleum,.... Mecsecansartessesnirarasraornen -10 4 -9 28 5,790 +11 -14 28 5,167 89 72 100
Shoes and other footwear............coneenne -1 +3 +6 35 33,596 -7 -2 31 68,609 207 220 217
Tobacco productsS......... veenes reessesenens c 42 0 +1 276 37,717 +6 +3 162 19,468 77 7% 75
New England.. . +6 +9 4 33 3,051 +10 +9 13 2,582 187 i7m 189
Middle Atlantic.... - +4 +1 +2 54 11,667 +7 +3 34 7,623 83 81 83
East North Central. . +5 0 +2 66 7,732 0 -2 39 2,677 58 60 59
West North Central. . -4 0 -3 42 4,630 0 +3 33 2,424 66 64 64
South Atlantin..... - + -4 +4 26 5,143 +15 +4 20 2,772 67 59 61
Bast South Central. oAl - 0 n 140.| +10| +10 5 grs| se| s 47
West South Central. . -1 4 -3 23 1,808 =7 4 8 457 57 58 57
Mountain.e...oeecnoe . +5 ¢} 0 10 559 +10 ~5 ) 285 66 62 69
PacifiCerearerecrnrnnnsvecnsncrronnnen .. -1 +6 ~4 11 1,723 ~1 -4 4 173 54 60 56
Wines and spirits®.i.......... seeneseane vens +6 +9 +5 288 87,578 =13 -5 233 106,254 146 175 167
New England... - +12 +34 0 23 4,842 -11 =1 14 3,409 136 142 172
Middle Atlanbic.... . ¥12 +16 +15 50 28,694 -16 ~4 46 30,143 122 160 148
East North Central... . +11 46 +4 41 131,341 +2 4 32 14,461 146 158 160
West North Central..\ . 4l 42 -5 35 7,832 -9 -1 30 12,947 217 226 214
o S AR

st -Sow entral... . + + R - -

West South Central... . -1 +12 0 35 9,385 ~-19 -5 30 13: 197 147 180 173
Mountain........... ce +8 -4 +33 14 2,584 +1 +26 11 2,725 135 144 106
PacifiCesccusucerinenss Merbmesesesasaras +1 -9 ~7 34 9,021 =25 =20 19 10,513 184 239 210
MiscellaneoUuSessseoversoneecrasosoncrosnonss -5 -3 -3 33 9,157 +17 +1 20 9,815 161 127 170

£ Insufficient data to show separately.

in conjunction with seles. No adjustment is made in these .calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade to trade.

[CRENRFEY

Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends. -
The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.
Not affiliated with voluntary or cocperative groups.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by totel sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution

at the wholesale level.

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summerizing all reports received in time for tabulation.
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown

may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers.
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made.

New England (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.)

Middle Atlentic {N.J., N.Y., Pa.

States comprising geographic divisions

Since coverage

They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting

Fast North Central (I1l., Ind:,"Mich.; Ohio, ‘Wis.)

West North Central {Iowa, Kens,, Mimn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak.,

S.Dak.)

South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 8.C., Va., W.Va.)

Bast South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
West South Cemtral (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)
- South Central - Bast South fentral and West South Central combined.

Mountain (Ariz., Cole., Idaho
Paciric (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
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FOR RELEASE

MARCH 19_-53 » MAY 1, 1953
SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted to

the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,312 wholesale establishments in various lines of-
business.

SAIES
March sales of merchant wholesalers increased 12 percent over the previous month and were 13 percent above

sales a year ago. First-quarter 1953 sales were 6 percent higher than sales in the corresponding period of
last year.

All geographic divisions experienced sdles gaing over a month earlier, as well as above March a year ago.
Increases over February sales ranged from 7 to 20 percent, the principal increase being noted in the Pacifie
Division. Compared with a year ago, sales gains ranged from 7 percent in the West South Central Division to
17 percent in the Pacifie Division. The Mountain Division, with first-quarter 1953 sales up 11 percent, re-
ported the most substantial gain over first-quarter 1952. ’

Of the 37 trades covered in this rpport, all but three indicated sales above February. Automotive supplies
indicated a decline of 8 percent, while coal and drugs and sundries reported practically no change from the
previous month. Farm supplies, up 58 percent, reflected the principal increase, while other substantial
gains were showun by grocery specialty lines (32%), refrigeration equipment (27%), and Jjewelry (25%). With
three exceptions--machinery equipment and supplies (-1%), fresh fruits and vegetables (~3%), and leather and
shoe findings (no change)--all trades also. reported sales I to 34 percent higher than a year ago. Electrical

appliances and specialties, which reported the principal gain over March 1952, shared with metals the largest
increase (21%) over first-quarter 1952 sales.

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of March were 3 percent above stocks on hand Febru-
ary 28, but - slightly (1%) below inventories of a year ago. Based on the reports of 3,321 establishments
submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the March stock-sales ratio of 157 percent was 13 points
below that reported for the previous month and 22 points under the March 1952 ratio. ’

Larger inventories than a month earlier were reported in all divisions except the Mountain, which showed
no change. Increases ranged from 1 percent in the West North Central to 7 percemt in the Pacifie. Compared
with stocks on hand a year ago, four divisions showed gains of 1 to 4 percent, two divisions showed no
chenge, and three divisions indicated declines varying from 1 to 4 percent. The Mountain Division showed
the largest increase over stocks a year ago, while the Pacific Division reflected the heaviest decline.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS——TRENDS IN.SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

MARCH 1953

[Dsta are shown by geographic division, where possible without diselosure of individual ogerations]

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
Percent chenge Merch 1953 panel |- o "o ] Merch 1953 panel (;:zzz:t
Geographic divisicn Mer, 1953 | 3 mo.| Number of Mar. 1953 | yumber.of
and frome-- 1953 | estab. |roported from-- Reported
kind of business o | oo | aollar | dollar |Mar. |var. | Fev.
Max. | Feb, | 3 mo,| report- (Kgiu(e;m) Mar. | Feb. report- values 1953 11952 | 1953
1952 | 1953 | 19522 ~ ing 1952 | 1953 ing | (add 000)
United States, totel3..u.ieiiiiiiianns 413  +12 6 4,312 | $886,896 -1 +3 3,321 181,153, 67400 157] 179! 170
New ENELaNA ... eeeeescerrsersenrsonnnnnnnssss 4] +10 45 258 38,090 -1 +5 181 43,519 149] 172 136
Middle Atlantic... 3] 413 +5 763 | 172,039} o 3 576| 175,781 130| 147) 143
Fast North Central.. +15 +12 +5 828 163,184 0 +3 656 193,563 137 158 152
West North Central. +14 +10 +6 530 112,547 -2 +1 401 169,348 177|205 191
South Atlentic.... +10 +7 + 535 94,261 +2 +2 424 128,143 161 171 o
East South Central. +11 +11 +5 212 39,623 43 +5 163 57,093 168 183 180
West South Central. +7 78 +5 403 77,534 +1 +2 313 118,653 184 1924 - 193
Mountain.,.... woes . +15 +2 +11 178 29,302 +H [¢] 145 42,061 166 183 180
PacifiC.iacvenss paraereansaes vessnsssessraen +17 +20 +7 565 123,223 e +7 422 147,302 157 193 176
Automotive supplies....... . +10 -8 +9 393 18,885 -2 +2 210 19,526 289 305 281
New Englande..ossees +42] 431 +26 20 727 ~16 +2 9 A5h 303 395 318
Middle Atlantic...... . +9 -3 +5 48 1,068 ~A +1 45 2,698 281 314 268
East North Central. . +12 -2 +6 77 3,859 -3 +2 60 6,052 267 280 259
. +6 -18 +9 87 3,97 -2 +5 19 1,755 313 37 298
. 9] 0] +10 25 3,834 2| 43 17 1,644 | 324 289| 321
. +9 -18 +12 16 1,799 0 +2 i1 1,854 347 326 265
. +24 +4 +12 27 1,032 +6 0 17 1,302 367 373 37
....... +9 +3 +8 20 2,940 +1 +1 43 3,734 265 308 290
Electrical group, total.....es... Cevsnsienee +21 +11 +12 681 170,528 -3 +6 613 240,153 150 186 157
Full-line wholesalers... . +19 411 +11 443 131,873 -5 +6 435 198,844 152 189 159
New Englandacccieces B +16] " +13 +4 32 7,557 -13 + 32 11,475 152 204 164
Middle Atlantic..... . +11 +15 +4 64 20,912 -10 +5 62 28,269 135§ 167 149
East North Central.. . +15 +6 +8 88 29,634 -5 +5 87 41,292 140 169 141
West North Cenmfral . +24 +7 +13 45 10,838 =1 +12 45 18,659 172 214 163
South Atlanbic...... . +17 +9 +9 63 18,649 0 +6 61 30,305 166 198 171
East South Central.. . +30 +8 +26 29 6,673 +7 +7 28 10,859 167 201 168
West South Central . +17 +15 +17 48 12,763 0 +3 48 22,923 180 211 200
Mounteifieeeanresss . +31 +18 +22 21 4,928 -7 +7 21 6,873 139 196 154
PacifiCeceacoarceascass tiesersaeansans .o +28 +18 +17 53 19,919 -9 +9 52 28,189 142 200 154
Wiring supplies, construction materials

distributors...cecciiiienss vessrasseennae . +18 +18 [s] 124 12,335 +8 +3 88 12,235 148 156 167
Hew England.. . -3 +2 =11 1z 705 -6 -26 4 220 151 181 207
Middle Atlantic... . -2 +11 =7 26 1,047 +3 +1 19 1,575 169 155 182
Fast North Central.. . +29 +31 -1 31 4,733 +11 +4 24 3,877 148 149 173
West North Central.. .. +13 +23 +9 8 1,067 +9 -2 6 1,211 207 208 253
South Atlantic,... . +27 +17 +8 18 2,151 +3 +5 16 2,011 98 126 114
South Central.. . +6 +12 -10 13 1,524 +13 + 8 1,720 172 168 193

Mountain,. ... . +20 [o] 315 6 4401 (x) {x) (x) x (x}) (x) (x)
PaCifiCecenacarcrcnnocnssersnsnenansonee +17 ~1 +16 10 668 +11 +10 9 1,251 120 199 170
Applisnces and specialties wholesalers.... +34 +5 +21 114 26,320 +9 +9 20 29,084 140 178 141
New England..... O A Tes2] w0] 420 13 2,343 A7 2R 10 2,196 | 107 156 96
Middle Atlantic... . 4.5 *L +16 24 10,359 -12 0 16 7,571 118 202 127
FBast North Cemtral . +13 -9 +24 14 1,867 +22 +11 11 3,273 225 198 197
West North Central . #49 +13 +27 13 1,927 -2 +6 12 2,621 139 213 150
South Atlentic.... ae +35 +15 +20 21 3,750 +27 +11 17 4,931 155 168 169
South Central,.. . +29 +3 +18 11 2,185 +13 +10 2 3,315 156 177 146
Mountaina«..ss . +20 +14 +18 7 1,308 +47 +12 7 2,317 177 145 181
PocifiCe cescronnes besrarenns ceassarrenn 431 +9 +36 11 2,581 +22 +19 8 2,854 122 127 111
Furniture and house furnishings... +19 +15 +11 68 12,524 +19 +h 50 18,818 182 185 204
Middle Atlanticecvesreoorsns +8 +30 ~3 14 2,468 +1 -2 10 3,542 194 206 255
East North Central. +19 +20 +3 8 2,236l 433 43 7 4,219 206 183 237
West North Central. +1 +12 -6 10 1,325 +24 +2 10 3,203 242 199 265

‘Sowth Atlantic.... 1 owms| sz 47 12 Lo | (x) | (x (x) e x| ] ®

Hountaine..... . 1] -12) 416 5 5990 (x) | (=) (x) x x) | x) | ()
PaCifiCeecsesrecncercsconsroascacosearans +29 +10 +29 8 2,498 +27 +7 6 2,428 109 112 110
HArdWAT@ s s nnrasesconssrnvoss eeenvan cersaan +13 +18 +1 154 66,059 +1 +5 129 150,009 257 288 293
Midgdle Atlantic.. +11 +19 -2 32 8,893 +15 +1 27 18,543 221 223 266
East North Central. +17 +20 +8 25 12,957 ~3 +6 22 27,926 2326 292 276
West Morth Central. 0 +14 -8 19 11,137 -5 +3 19 33,656 302 318 334
South Atlantie... +11 +16 -2 20 4,699 +2 +2 17 13,022 259 279 295
Fast South Cemiral. +22 +23 +3 12 5,118 +6 +8 10 10,740 233 269 267
West South Central. +6 +11 -1 15 5,371 +1 +3 9 8,910 267 276 293
Mountaine...... » +12 +34 -1 8 2,553 *14 +13 5 3,916 336 335 412
PaCifiCuireuincnssvsnesncrtoverrinacns e +19 +18 +8 20 14,628 +*1 +6 1w 34, 326 259 305 288
Industrial Supplies +5 +16 -3 127 20,979 -7 +3 101 32,879 186 203 204
Hew Englaszg oo s3] a7 -5 10 RE] =6 -2 8 T,08T| 262| 285] 315
Middle Atlantic.. -7 +9 ~1L 24 3,016 ~10 +1 17 4,493 185 194 201
East North Central. +13 +16 -1 18 5,409 -9 +3 17 7,572 142 175 160
West North Central. . +29 +53 +7 11 1,757 =9 +4 16 2,110 177 197 217
South Atlantic.... . -3 +13 -10 21 1,983 ~5 +1 18 4,179 221 227 250
Eest South Centra . 0 +12 -6 8 2,103 s +2 7 4,145 203 211 223
West South Cenbral. . + +18 =1 26 4,617 -6 +10 16 6,348 215f #3 222
PacifiC.ecionsonsoneneroanns +6 ~7 +3 9 1,108 <3 +2 8 2,051 196 214 175
JeUELIYeevarrroooononan sesainne cossrarns verdh +12 +25 =3 137 6,820 +2 +7 79 13,925 283 305 330

New England.... .. +12 +23 -1 8 410 (%) {x) x) x {x (x) x)
Middle Atlantic..... . +9 +13 -10 40 2,180 +11 +20 18 3,460 286 254 331
East North Central,. . +20 +32 +3 42 1,92 +2 (1] 29 4,289 255 313 331
West North Central . +16 +24 -1 5 87 0 0 11 2,428 288 335 355

South Atlantic... . ST B TY . b 5 257) (x) | (x) (x) ¢ (x) (xg (x)

South Oentrel.. . o] 49| 49 5 159 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | (= (x)
PACILICececeseceraceerrocmarirrcresoanan +2 +10 =7 19 997 - +13 1L 2,823 368 377 348

. See footnotes at end of table,




WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES , BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Page 3
MARCH 1953
[pate are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual ogerations]
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (a% cost) Stg:ﬁi:les
Percent change March 1953 panel |, ercent change March 1953 panel {percent)
Geographic division . . Mar. 1953

e 5ol [ ot Tt | "5 [ o gt
kind of business from | lishments dollar ‘ 1ishments dollar Mar. | Mar. | Feb.
Mar Feb 3 mo Teport- values Ma: Feb e values 1953 § 1952 | 1953

. . . por (add 000) T, 'eb. repor (add 000)
1952 | 1953 | 19522  ing 1952 | 1953 ing

Lumber and building materials.eeecsceesneaes +8 +19 4 64 $12,318 + +1 43 $12,603 139 145 165
Middle Atlantie......... ceneesan . +8 +41 ¢] 18 2,806 -8 +1 10 1,039 54 65 82
East North Central.. AN . +3 +8 +11 10 915 -4 +5 8 1,156 161 175 166
West North Central.. eee + +6 + 7 676 ~4 +5 4 401 100 124 113
South Atlantic...... ces +5 +17 -2 7 1,278 +12 +1 5 424 103 87 107
South Central.. weess | 410 +7| 419 5 926] (x} | () (x) (x) x) | )| ®
Mountain... +3 +18 +2 7 2,329 -8 +1 ) 3,679 172 190 192
Pacific........ trssaenas eseensracreares +19 +16 + 7 1,461 + -2 6 1,970 136 156 161

Machinery equipment, supplies {except

electrical)eueersnsroesenne teeersreresnanas ~1 +7 =5 50 8,010 +9 +2 39 18,355 237 217 250
Rew England.. . +2 +13 -1 5 442 =15 =5 4 987 289 366 334
Middle Atlantic... . ~3 +19 ~15 7 1,579 ~4 +3 4 1,902 129 130 152
Easgt North Central.. . ~3 +10 +2 9 1,575 411 0 7 1,707 162 170 209
South AtlentiCe.ceenseas +1 +16 -1 8 907 +3 +5 6 2,360 286 273 321
West South Central.... . +16 + -1 7 1,746 +14 -1 97 7,092 406 418 426
PAOLELC .« srarsysoennscnsiossonnnaseness -81 11 -8 9 1,4440  +29 +9 7 2,549 252| 67| 228

MetalBesoas wreancns PN terernserans +24 +13 +21 45 17,847 +31 +8 41 26,279 150 142 157

Paints and varnisheS.....ciceeirassseconnnes +6 +6 +10 46 5,815 -12 +8 42 15,548 273 330 267

Plumbing and heating supplies ceeserrres vesas +2 +13 -6 133 16,588 -2 +6 112 31,960 218 225 230
New Englandes.eceaevses . - 46 +15 +2 7 301) (x) (x) {x) (x (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic... . +5 +14 ~3 31 2,349 ~5 +4 24 3,996 199 218 219
Fast North Central.. . +14 +12 +2 15 1,328 ~dy +6 13 2,996 257 305 274
VWest North Central.. . +7 +4 +5 15 1,262 -5 +4 13 3,124 268 300 265
South Atlantic...... . +1 +14 -8 38 . 7,541 -1 +7 38 14,992 199 204 211
Fest South Central.. -9 +7 -12 i1 1,843 (x) (x) (x) (xs {x) (x) (x)
PACEEIC t o rnreecnsrosavenmsccsanconionns ¥15 +22 +1 4 1,119 (x) {x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial). +24 +27 +7 68 1,938 -3 +10 58 4,008 254 330 295
Middie Atlanbtic...ecvcveiionnnana. PN +24 +45 0 15 734 -13 +25 12 1,192 208 304 255
East North Cenmtral... . - . +22 +21 +7 19 227 [¢] +1 14 547 328 436 400
West North Central.. -2 -2 +11 5 17 +4 +3 5 416 356 333 263
South Atlantie.. +25 +22 +14 21 572 +3 +8 21 1,492 261 318 295
South Centralii...... Creeeaaanns [ +34] 420 +3 4 203} (%) (x) (x) (x} (x) {(x) (x)

/

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies..... . +14 +16 -1 34 5,489 +24 +31 27 7,246 144 134 130
Middle Atlantic.......... [N .. +8 +5 [4] 6 953 +32 +12 4 939 118 98 109
East North Central +11 +5 -6 10 2,397 - 45 +33 8 3,39% 159 123 126
South Central.e.ce.ierirracceassvananacnas +51 +17 +11 Ch 642 ~5 +2 4 720 112 179 129

+11 +14 1 39 1,629 ~5 +9 33 764 52 73 55

+23 +16 [s] 7 357 =19 +25 6 89 25 38 23
East North Central veo +9 +16 +2 11 520 -9 +5 1l 246 47 57 53
West Nerth Central. +20 +18 -2 6 132) (x) {(x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic.... . +1 +7 ~1 5 355 +5 +11 4 197 62 190 59
PACIfiCaanavernrrrvensencacssnonaneransa +2 +16 0 7 220 ~13 =1 & 135 73 90 88

Chemicals, industrial....ccivievnencocaneans +23 +5 +13 16 3,095 4 +12 11 1,587 62 81 58

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)..... +26 4 +12 18 3,827 +14 +8 1 4,266 156 168 157

Coalesnssvesanan sresasmrsscaseriesrrasanes . +3 4] ~11 19 3,818 +17 ~16 17 3,191 86 76 103

ConfectioneTyesisrverrsnvencsan eressesesanen +3 +10 ~1 40 1,321 0 [¢] 21 765 117 121 123
Middle A%lantic ... +10 +19 Py g 380 (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
East North Central. +1 +3 0 4 98l (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic..... "8 +8 +1 10 230 (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x} €3]
East South Central... . +5 +18 -6 8 210l (x) {x) {x) {x) {x) (x) (x)
West South CentrBlesiecsessecrcconaess . -10 -2 -7 4 186l (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)

Dairy and poultry productS....... carees veves +12 +16 =1 24 7,103 -29 20 18 1,463 22 35 32

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)........ 45 [¢] +7 202 67,900 6 +2 162| 102,101( 184| 184t 181
New Englanesssvvcavonvensns ceens . [} + +1 12 2,972 +3 0 10 4,170 182 17 191
Middle Atlantic...... +8 +1 +7 26 11,712 +8 +3 18 12,087 161 166 159
Eagt North Central... +3 -3 +6 28 11,317 +12 + 21 15,041 171 160 163
West North Central. +3 +1 +8 18 6,302 +2 +1 15 9,783 183 187 185
South Atlantic... . ~1 -9 +7 30 7,944 +8 s} 23 11,981 1% 17 176
East South Central........ . +10 +7 +8 16 4,201 +3 +3 12 6,102 173 192 187
West South Central.. . +2 +1 +6 33 8,614 +10 -2 28 17,305 239 223 249
Mountain....... e . +2 -7 +e 14 3,213 +4 =5 12 6,661 215 211 210
Pacificsiescsinen tevetisateeanatrtanaan +15 +5 +9 25 11,625 +2 +10 23 18,971 164 184 155

Dry goodS..... . +16 +11 +10 160 43,285 +10 =1 130 73,422 203 215 230
New England.... . +10 +19 -2 6 671 +24 +7 6 1,184 4" 176 156 197
Middle Atlantic P .. +17 +14 +9 45 7,536 +10 0 35 9,629 220 238 263
East North Cemiral. +20 +9 +18 9 4,518 +32 -2 9 7,004 155 142 172
West North Central. - ‘415 +9 +12 18 14,934 +3 4 16 30,753 207 231 233
South Atlantic,.... . +12 +10 +H 24 4,766 +6 ) 18 8,201 192 204 208
Eagt South Central. . +14 +15 -2 15 1,755 +3 +2 0} 3,348 243 271 276
Yest South Central. - +9 +11 + 15 3,055 +30 ~2 15 6,833 224 188 254
Mountainesoeoannsns eves +16 +24 +2 6 513 +13 +6 5 1,467 313 317 360
Pacifici..... Cesreseasreanesennearsees . +23 +10 +12 22 5,537 +9 +6 16 5,003 202 236 238

Farm supplie8..cesuiuvecsas vaestesssrssennan . +4 +58 =14 20 7,245 +5 -13 12 1,194 60 48 el

Fresh fruits and vegetables. =3 +9 7 62 4,905 -2 +6 40 1,070 37 37 40
New England........ venas . -4 +22 -4 6 285 ~11 =17 5 24 14 14 21
Middle Atlantice..ievennes . +4 +22 -9 19 1,376 +7 -3 13 290 34 33 43
Eagt North Central. . -5 -5 0 14 1,448 +12 +2 6 43 14 17 15
Wegt North Central. .. -8 +20 -13 7 597 +12 +9 7 237 40 33 44
South Atlantic.s...ss . 61  +16 -8 4 234] {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
East South Central. -8 ¢} -8 5 280] (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) () (x)
Pacific, . -9 +7| ~10 4 4231 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

See footnotes at end of table.




Page 4 WHOLESALERS ! SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

MARCH 1953
[bata are shown by geographic division , where possible without disclosure of individual operations]
Sales Inventory, end-of-momth {at cost) Stocﬁtsales
Percent change March 1953 panel Percent March 1953 panel rg:r:;sl )
Geographic division Mar. 1953 3 Nuzb £ Mar. 1953
and from-- 19?; estg—o Reported from-- m:;:z;—cf Reported
kind of business from | 1ishments dollar 14 dollar Mar. ] Mar. | Feb.
Mar. | Feb.. |3 mo,| report- values Mar. { Feb. report- values 1953 | 1952 | 1953
1952 | 1953 |1952%|  ing | (%94 0000} 5455 | 1953 ing | (add 000)
‘Groceries , total....... treresecnioe ceeusenne +13 412 +4 884 | $152,925 -3 0 704 | $146,136 118 144 137
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers*...... +7 +10 - 0 566 61,152 -6 =1 463 63,742 128 186 141
iatle AiJantie. .ol N =] I I HIEEE B u|  em| 0| | 19
East North Central. +5 +17 4 135 111411 ~21 -9 116 11i021 114 151 144
South Klsatics..r. a1 | moml 4| 3 S| 7| mh| i i
East South Cemiral. a4l -2 43 Gossll 1| w3 34 5,23 133 134 142
West South Central... +8 +8 +3 106 14,761 -3 ~3 83 14,695 129 142 140
Mountaineeceoneroes - +18 *17 +6 26 2,570 +10 +6 24 3,624 151 163 167
Pacific +9 +7 -6 108 8,379 -13 +1 106 8,154 103 129 109
Vo‘il.!gstgxwlgiggup WholeS8ler8accreorresnsans +g +g +§ 223.) 5; . giég —g +2 158 57,497 113 148 132
teonanaenrane . . 4 + ES + [] 8 2,375 122 128 13
Middle Atlanmtic.... . 9] 412 -1 32 110979 42 43 23 go00] 139 W1 14§
Fagt North Central. . +9 0 +6 42 9,935 0 0 29 9,115 70 123 111
Weat North Central. B +26 +10 +12 67 20,747 -7 +3 67 26,327 127 172 136
South Atlantic .o . +8 +9 +1 10 2,592 +6 +3 5 1,882 125 135 137
Pacificeiceereerenenns teemrserensan sennn +14 +5 +8 34 5,892 +3 +9 20 2,762 118 128 119
Retailer-cooperative warehouseS..cevessass +16 +18 +9 20 12,034 ] A -2 14 6,158 101 119 115
Specialty lines wholesalers.,.ceusensnsoas +23 +32 +8 97 19,893 +1 =1 69 18,739 115 140 154
wiadie Aslarie. o1 0. | owel 3| 5] ozl 2| 0] Pn| Gm| k| G| G
PPN . + =
Fast North Cenmtral. o ows] | 2 1 721 T 7 il owm| ml m
South Atlantiec..... . +8 +14 +3 19 2,183 ~1 =3 13 2,080 104 115 123
Fast South Central..... s0| ss| -2 5 enl (x) | (x) (x) (x} @ | @ )
West South Central...... #7169 +27 5 5440 (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
Mountaine.-.... +77| 415 +49 4 1,369 (x) (x) {x) x) (x) (x) (x)
PRCIfICesersionnenerainsaen rreeresasaenn +14 +#47 +4 27 8,938 ~12 +1 22 9,955 1431 172 216
Leather and ghoe findingge..oevevvecenssaeas 0 +14 -2 24 448 0 0 12 1,086 456 484 539
Middle Atlantic....... veen +26]  +26 +4 4 291 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
East North Central... . -1} 438 -1 5 88 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West North Central...... . ol 427 41 4 52 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x} (x)
PacifiC...... tetsnacseaearaesenesaanaren -7 -5 -5 6 2051 (x) (x) (x) (x} {x} {x) (x)
Meats and meat productBec.cccesecccesses e +). +9 ~-10 37 20,459 =17 +3 33 8,840 45 €0 52
Middle Atlanticeeeesasans +6 +13 ~10 9 3,415 +3 +6 9 1,904 56 58 59
+3 +11 ~11 12 8,942 -20 +1 11 4,532 53 68 59
+2 9] 45 A 3,374} -25 -1 4 1,398] 41 560 46
=7 +6 -16 5 3,891 -28 +16 4 685 29 38 27
+8 +14 +1 62 9,649 ~6 -2 41 8,347 127 146 148
+2 +18 -5 5 328 -6 [¢] 4 370 207 224 221
41| 412 -4 17 2,805 -15 +1 10 1,443 9| 113] 104
+12 +19 +3 18 3,797 -3 +1 13 2,916 9% 107 110
40| s0| w1 7 85| (x) | (%) (x) (x} (x| @) &
411|420 -3 5 4510 (x) {x} (x) (x} (x) (x) {x)
+10 -1 +7 6 1,063 +2 -1 5 1,992 245 267 248
PetToleumasseercessssasoncrcsrennasnracanese +15 +16 -2 27 6,662 +5 -2 27 5,039 7% 83 20
Shoes and other footWear«sscvisnerarssrascan +12 +3 38 34 33,871 -6 -2 30 67,098 200 238 210
Tobaceo ProduetSseesscssnveccvenss +4 +4 +2 278 39,597 +6 +2 164 19,854 75 73 7%
Wiadle Atiamiter. brA ] e | 16| 8| | 70| | | &
e antic.... + + + +
East North Ceniral.... +7 | -4 68 8424 Al 45 38 2,792 60| 65 59
West North Central.. . +2 4 -2 39 4,507 +2 -7 3 2,048 57 58 64
South Atlanbtic...e... . o +% +3 %4 5,178 +10 [} 19 2,657 63 55 65
East South Cemtral.... . o] a1l 2 11 1,57) +12| s 6 ‘ess|  s1| a9 . s
West South Central.. +2 4 -1 2% 1,904 -5 0 8 405 51, 53 52
. +1 +2 o 8 466 +17 +6 7 323 72 62 68
PACIEICasereenncnsnnanne eereenaneenann +1 +2 -2 11 1,804 +2 4] 4 24 68 70 69
Wines and SPirite®eierevnircnciroincisiinnas +14 +19 +8 259 92,502]. -13 +3 209 95,463 127 165 146
New Englande..ecceeensas . +12 +17 +4 19 3,967 =7 +9 13 2,517 134 149 132
Middle Atlantic......... . +16 +18 +15 45 29:935 ~10 +7 42 29‘; 265 113 144 126
East North Central . +14 +7 +8 40 11,129 =51 -4 30 12,454 129 155 149
West North Central..... . +10 +5 o 32 6,942 -8 +4 27 9,652 203 237 200
South Atlantic....cccesnvennvonnnnss +14 +10 +4 32 10,147 ~12 -1 31 11,254 112 144 125
East South Central.. +7 491 43 13 2,983. -9 +7 11 4,813 196 221 200
VWest South Central ~7 -1 -3 37 9,122 ~20 +4 32 13,164 151 175 143
Mountain....... +17 11 +29 9 2,17 -13 ~36 8 1,950 111 147 146
PacifiCeresecanen +28 +96 +7 32 16,100 -28 +11 15 10,39 111 198 208
MiscellaneouSeseescasascss renan sessesrsrsas +12 +8 +1 32 9,762) . +6 -5 13 9,024 133 146 159

x Insufficlent data to show separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks , 8t cost, by total sales for an identical group of firis reporting inventories

in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade to trade.

Tncludes reports received ioo late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographlic division.

Mot affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups. : .

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers rocated in the so-called "llcense" States which do not bave State control or monopoly distribution

at the wholesale level, :

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarlizing ell reporte received in time for tabulation. Sinee coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in ‘the reporting service, data shown
may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those Wholesalers submitting
data in each of the periods for which comperisons are made. .

States compris eographic divisions

W wR

New Englend (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.) At South Gentral (Ala., Ky., Miss., Temn,)

Middle Atlentic (N.J., N.¥., Pa. Weat South Centrsl (Ark., La., Okla,, Texas)

East North Central (111., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) . South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
West North Central (Iows, Kans., Mimn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.Dak.) Mountain (Arisz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N..Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.0., 8.C., Va,, W.Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Waeh.s
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted to
the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,325 wholesale establishments in various lines of
business. ’

SALES

April sales of merchant wholesalers dropped 3 percent below the previous month, but showed a 7 percent in-
crease over April a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first four months of 1953 were 6 percent higher than
sales ‘in the corresponding period last year.

Declines from the previous month were reported in all but one geographic division--the East North Central,
which indicated no change. The sharpest decrease, 9 percent, was shown by the Pacific Division. All divi-
sions, however,experienced sales gains of 5 to 9 percent over a year ago. Cumulative sales thus far in 1953
were above the corresponding 1952 period in all divisions, with the Mountain Division,up 10 percent, showing
the most substantial gain,

. “«

Of the 37 trades covered in this veport, slightly more than half indicated lower sales than in March.
Farm supplies, down 25 percent, showed the heaviest decline, while leather and shoe findings, up 23 percent,
led the 17 trades indicating sales increases. Compared with a year ago, however, only 6 trades—-plumbing and
heating supplies (-6%), farm supplies (-6%), jewelry (-5%), machinery equipment(-2%), meats and meat products
(-2%),and shoes and other footwear (-1%)--experienced sales declines. Industrial chemicals, up 39 percent,
reported the principal year-ago increase. Cumulative sales this year were above a year ago for most trades.
Electrieal appliances and specialties and metzls, each up 21 percent, reported the largest gains, while farm
supplies, down 12 percent, indicated the heaviest drop.

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers' inventories (valued at cost) as of April 30, 1953, were up slightly (1%) over stocks on hand
a month earlier, as well as a year ago. Based on the reports of 3,353 establishments submitting inventories
in conjunction with sales, the April stock-sales ratio of 165 percent was 6 points higher than that reported
for the previous month, but 14 points below the April 1952 ratio.

Most geographic divisions indicated current inventories 1 to 3 percent higher than a month ago., Three
divisions--the East North Central, West North Central, and East South Céntral--reflected slight {%)declines.
Compared with stocks on hand last April, six divisions reported increases of 2 to 7 percent. The West North

Central Division indicated no change, while the Pacific and New England Divisions reflected declines of 1 and
2 percent, respectively.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS-—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

[Data are shown by geo
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rraphic division, where possible‘ vwithout disclosuré of individual operations]

Sales Inventory, end-of-month { at cost) Stock~sales
ratios
Percent change April 1953 panel Percent change April 1953 panel pereent)
Geographi jivision . 3
graphic divisio Apr, 1953 |4 mo. |Number of | po o poq Agr 1953 lwuaber of | paported
from-—-— 1953 estab- Tom estab-
kind of business from | lishments | Joilar Vichments | doMer Apr. | Apr. | Mar.
4 mo. | report- values values 1953 | 1952 | 1953
Apr, | Mar. 5 2P ) Apr. | Mar, | Teport-
1952 | 1953 | 195% ing (add 000) || 1952 | 1953 ing (add 000)
United States, total®...... eaeaee. +7 -3 +6 4,325 | $853,268 +1 +1 3,353 [$1,153,173)] 165 179 159
New England...ccessesoseerocuscasnssssvarsna +6 4 +5 259 38,088 -2 +1 178 41,998 146 164 137
Middle A$1aIbic...esevss . +8 -3 16 751 | 163,657 +2 £ 576 174,571 133 | 142 129 .
Bast Morth Central... . +3 0 +5 831 158,938 *2 -1 . 670 192,459 140 150 140
West North Central. . +2 -2 +6 519 106,529 0 -1 392 167,211| 184 202 183
South Atlantic....... . +5 -2 + 551 96,680 +5 +2 440 138,001) 171 172 163
Fast South Centrel... . +8 =1 +6 217 38,552 +7 -1 166 55,103} 170 182 168
West South Central... . . +5 -1 +5 407 75,547 42 +1 318 118,491 190 197 184
Mountain,.. . ceae +6 -4 +10 177 27,615 +7 +3 142 41,3081 178 183 166
Pacific.csiennsee emeieee bewssseunosen R +2 -9 +8 563 114,768 -1 +3 421 158,224) 179 203 159
Butomotive supplieS..ivicecesssrecenne . +18 +18 +11 366 21,183 -2 0 206 17,3994 262 275 283
New Englande.e.vveenesvnse [ +16 + +24 13 599 =11 +2 El 457] 243 288 299
Middle Atlantic.sv..... P aeenens +9 +2 +6 49 1,148 +2 +2 | 46 2,786\ 278 288 290
East North Central...... . +10 +8. +7 68 3,709 -9 -2 54 4,974 231 257 258
West Worth Central.. . +22 +31 +12 83 5,020 +1 -1 13 1,231y =280 273 292
South Atlantic,..... . +33 +27 +16 24 3,716 +1 +2 17 1,744 296 318 328
West South Central.. .o +14 +26 +12 14 2,114 +2 0 9 1,459) 313 254 352
Mountaine.eeveanes . +28 +3 +16 26 1,014 +12 +2 16 1,153} 327 311 362
PacificCseerisverenrecesseccosnscscncnsans +7 +7 +8 86 3,107 -1 0 39 3,562 246 277 255
Flectrical group, totaliisiecsssnrcacscasnne +17 -5 +13 697 162,921 +2 +3 625 253,174f| 166 189 150
Tull-1line wholesalerS..eeceesurcvscorssone +16 -3 +12 446 127,722 0 +5 436 208,614)| 165 190 152
Hew England....... . . +15 -6 +7 32 . 6,97 -8 +7 32 12,122 174 27 153
Middle Atlantic.... . 8 -9 +5 64 19,013 ~4 +7 61 30,1964 162 184 137
East North Cenmtral. . +15 -3 +10 Q0 28,938 -1 +3 88 42,551 149 173 140
West North Central. . +20 0 +15 4y 10,815 +3 +3. 7 44 19,174 177 207 172
South Atlantic..... . +13 -3 +10 65 18,018 +9 +9 63 32,999 188 194 166
East South Central.. . +28 +10 +26 30 7,337 +8 +2 28 11,057 155 182 167
West South Central..... - +#11 =2 +15 48 12,550 +10 +10 48 25,131 200 202 180
Mountain, . . +18 -6 +21 20 4,535 +1 +8 20 7,270) 160 187 139
Pacific,... . +25 -2 +19 53 19,542 -9 ] 52 28,114 145 199 142
Wiring supplies, construction materials
distributors.e.cceaeas rreevernnens ewan +9 +1 +2 131 12,369 +12 +2 93 13,977 151 149 148
New England...... cessenne -1 +9 -8 14 848 -5 -1 5 3578 179 186 179
Middle Atlantic...... [ ~2 +1 -5 28 1,246 +1 +1 20 1,960) 180 173 182
East North Central..... . +5 -5 0 33 4,027 +19 +2 27 5,178] 160 140 146
Viest North Central.... ose +21 +1 +12 7 1,105 +1 -5 4 874 165 188 177
South Atlantic . +36 +7 +15 17 2,333 +2 +1 14 1,918 91 128 95
South Central. . -4 + -18 13 1,585 +29 +10 8 1,884 176 140 172
Mountain. eses. . 413 0 +15 & 42 ) (x) {(x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacific...oeaeen sseavsesansan vemessnnene +8 +1 +13 13 783 +15 +3 12 1,473) 190 178 185
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... +22 -15 +21 120 22,830 +12 +5 26 30,583 178 198 140
New England....c.cea. reaeens secece caos +29 -20 +29 14 1,911 +12 -7 11 2,163} 135 162 111
Middle Atlantic.... . +31 ~12 +19 23 8,729 <10 +3 18 7,663) 139 208 117
East North-Central.... . +28 =17 +25 16 2,342 +7 -8 12 3,4201 183 229 163
West North Cemtral.... . +37 =21 +30 13 1,526 +10 +11 12 2,903) 194 244 139
South Atlantic........ . +18 -10 +20 24 3,445 | 425 +8 19 5,483} 200 188 157
South Central.. o +17 -20. +18 11 1,630 +30 +19 9 3,608[ 228 204 154
Mountain....... . +4 -19 +14 7 1,063 +34 +8 7 2,509f 236 182 177
Pacific.. . . -3 ~14 +24 12 2,184 +33 +12 8 2,834l 208 151 153
Furniture and house furnishingS..e.ceseersvss +9 e +10 78 15,402 +13 +6 61 25,423] 189 190 179
Middle AtlantiC.sviscarsreveorsvarecnsns -2 -10 -3 13 1,975 +1 +4 E] 3,226f 229 232 200
Last North Central.. . +11 +8 +5 8 2,419 +26 +1 7 4,252 192 170 206
West Norih Central.. . +11 +11 +1 i2 2,405 +18 -2 12 4,884 203 191 229
South Atlantic...... +1 -2 +6 11 1,048 |} (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x}
West South Central,. . +20 -3 i 10 1,364 +21 +1 10 2,655 195 192 186
Mountain......e.- . I B o} +i1 7 1,238 +21 0 : 5 2,003} 210 220 213
Pacific.. .. +12 -8 +22 i2 3,952 +7 +28 10 6 ;041 162 176 117
Hardware...... [ S TR T LT R +8 41 +3 156 66,786 +4 +1 133 150,269l 255 266 255
Middle Atlantic..... . +8 +3 +1 34 9,762 +22 +2 27 18,747) 220 205 222
East North Central..... oo +21 +5 +11 23 12,455 +1 +3 22 27,833 231 279 234
West North Central.. . +7 + -4 19 11,820 -5 -4 19 32,189] 272 308 297
South Atlantic...... . -2 -1 -2 22 4,959 +4 =1 18 11,378) 268 251 265
East South Central.. . +12 -2 +6 15 | 5,063 +12 -3 13 10,683 233 237 235
West South Central.. . +6 +3 +1 15 5,540 +5 +3 9 9,201} 274 281 267
Mountaine..oeseees . 4 =5 -1 8 2,419 14 0 5 3,934 352 289 336
PacifiCiccecesncsosrscesssnssasoncns . +5 b +7 21 14,209 +7 +5 17 35,194 278 273 254
Industrial supplieS.c-siececcs sessrrens +6 +2 -1 133 21,129 =7 0 103 32,372) 183 203 188
New England..... . +9 +5 -1 11 1,195 -4 [¢] 9 2,1541 222 252 237
Middle Atlantic.... . -2 +3 -9 25 3,319 -10 +L 18 4,846 175 190 177
Bast North Central.. . +10 0 +2 23 5,888 -8 2 21 8,334 147 180 145
VWest North Central.. .. +18 -10 +10 11 1,434 ~14 -8 9 1,787¢ 184 216 201
South Atlantic..... .. 43 ~1 -6 20 1,855 -3 +1 1w 4,134 236 249 231
East South Central. .o +8 +7 -3 7 1,526 -8 -1 6 2,9404 202 238 219
West South Central . +6 +5 +1 28 4,913 -7 -2 16 6,216) 198 195 215
PacifiCieseverasa eenan rernrees cesvenee . ~6 +1 +1 -8 999 4 +5 7 1,961} 209 206 202
JBUELTY . v ieseraraennssnsancassnoans [N =5 -8 ~4 132 6,218 -5 80 13,1230 290 294 284
New England... . 417 %5 % B 432 || (x) ) (x) [€63) (x) (x) (x)
Midgdle Atlantic.... . =23 -11 -14 39 1,993 +1 -8 19 3,559 292 274 300
East North Central... .. +7 -16 +8 39 1,446 +5 -5 24 3,381 286 353 256
West North Central..... e +5 -5 +1 12 788 -1 -2 10 2,317 29 391 288
South Atlantic..... . +4 -13 -8 6 247 24 -7 4 469 232 313 215
South Central... . +12 +2 +9 6 200 +15 -7 4 298] 278 648 310
PacifiC.iciecierevoncaconcnnsnn ‘e .e 3 +3 4 19 1,101 -3 -2 13 2,804) 306 385 338

See footnotes at end of table,
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Sales Inveniory, ead-of-month (at cost) Stock~sa]l.es
Percent change April 1952 pavel flpercent changsi ADFil 1933 panel (:;::;Z;t
Geographic division Apr, 1953 4 mo, | Number of Reported Ap?;c;?fs Nx_unber of Reported
and from— 1953 estab- dollar dollar !
kind of business from -} lishments values v luas Apr. | Apr. {Mar.
Apr. | Mar. 4 WO, report- : Apr. HMar, - ¥953 | 1952 11953
1952 1953 | 1952 ing (add 000) 1952 1933 (83 500Y
45 +11 +5 76 $13,972 3¢ $14,070 134 127 145
+16 +30 e 16 3,3C0 9 964 S 52 53
+21 +9 +14 10 299 g 1,184 146 176 161
~11 -9 +2 5 540 (3 (¢4 ) (x) (x) {x)
+6 +14 +1 12 1,987 3¢ T,683 169 169 191
+1 6 414 4 915 () {x) (x) & o(=) | (%)
+3 +7 +2 7 2,483 & 4,104 182 i79 172
0 + +3 B 1,76 5 AL 205 184 190
Machinery equipment, supplies (except g
electrical)eeureenenennnnn evavistensacenenn -2 +e ~4 56 9,481 9 ~3 T45 17,816 210 221 234
New England...ucvvennas s +13 +8 +3 3 479 ~18 -2 4 964 265 403 289
Middle Atlantic,..... NN -14 ~4 -15 7 1,515 -5 Q 4 1,902 124 118 129
East North Central ‘e en ~21 -18 -5 p1s] 1,465 +8 -l 8 1,928 154 173 135
South Atlantie...... ves +8 +5 +1 g 958 o ~2 <) 2,315 269 383 286
West South Central . +25 +22 +5 14 2,128 -3 14 7,032" 330 458 406
Pacific.sevevenncinnnnnas e P -12 +5 -9 7 1,422 =33 5 1,811 200 176 252
Metals..... [N feasenmeeeeeons cresnens +21 ~2 +21 43 17,628 425 7 3 6,820 154 150 142
Paints and varnishes......eeveinaes seveaas . +15 +12 +12 48 6,526 -4 +5 44 16,518 § 260 314 273
|
Plumbing and heating supplieg........... PN -6 +2 -6 134 16,634 1 ~1 112 31,477 | 214 1499 220
New England......... % 13 5] 7 261y (%) (x) %) [63) (x) (x) (%)
Middle Atlantic... . -2 -3 -3 31 2,273 4 0 24 3,9%6 206 231 199
East North Central. . +8 +2 +3 14 1,298 -9 -5 12 2,814 232 302 257
West North Central. . +11 +9 +5 17 1,467 41 +1 15 3,483 253 261 274
South Atlantic..... . ~10 0 -8 3% 7,525 +2 - 39 14,852 197 175 199
East South Cemtral . 11 +8 ~12 10 1,784 +73 +1 9 3,439 125 156 208
Pacific....... i siarsseneir e eraeens ~2 +2 s} 5 1,199 (%} {x) (x) (%)} {x) (x} {x}
Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial). +24 +13 +11 5% ~i 58 4,080 235 295 262
Middle AtlantiC,...anensas cersseanenbaens +20 +8 +5 14 ~Z 12 1,244 197 254 208
East North Central. een +15 +15 +9 16 205 +8 11 479 371 362 388
West North Central... ven T 47 +42 +19 5 166 -5 bl 409 246 397 356
South Atlantic....... .. erssan +27 +11 +18 <34 +8 23 1,500 237 291 270
South Centrale.esiveeerenreenanesns N +30 +26 +11 4 2560 A{x) () (¢3] {x) (x) (x)
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...... +13 +2 +3 35 411 10 29 6,502 125 129 143
Middle Atlantic... . +16 +6 +4 7 +36 +6 5 1,112 123 130 125
East North Central... . +2 -6 -4 11 +10 26 2 2,505 126 117 159
South Atlantic...,... .. +19 +4 +17 5 +6 & 5 1,195 124 140 130
South Central..... deviaanean eresneraenas +10 -7 +12 4 “i EuEN 4 487 178 191 148
Beer,.ceeiiiiiannrinnns « 41 +H +1 34 +7 +EG 4 56 53 52
Middle Atlantlc et aa e i a o, + +3 +1 E s 33 35 34
East North Central. .. +2 +5 +2 11 - 45 n 47 48 v
South Atlantic..... . -1 +7 -1 4 CY o (s (0 | )1 (%)
T E L S -12 +9 -3 5 S ; i 123 70 74
Chemicels, industrial........ e remenaesenan +39 +13 +19 15 ~14 -3 i1 50 84 62
\
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)..... +4 -20 +10 16 F15 -7 11 4,536 198 174 156
L A sresaenes +13 -10 ~6 20 +18 1S .8 3,074 108 103 85
Confectionery...o.vvieevennns tearaeseensanan . +5 4 +1 40 +3 +3 21 7950 111 118 115
Middle Atlantic... ves [§] -8 43 7 =) (%) {x) () {x} {x) (x)
East North Central, . 48 +11 +2 A (x) (x) {x) (x} (%) {x) (x)
South Atlantic....... s +17 +18 | +5 10 (€3} (<) (x) {x) {x) {x} (x)
East Scuth Central... ces +% -3 -3 2 (x) {x) {x) 1x) {x) (x) (x)
West South Central.............. eereen +2 +15 -4 4 {x) (x} {x) {x) {x)} (x) {x)
Dairy and poultry products........e.e... Ve + -8 0 23 +18 18 2 a12 34 31 28
Drugs and sundries (Iiguor excluded)........ 2 -4 +6 193 44 4 R 142 187 185
New England..e.oeeeneanes P . +3 o} +2 12 -z 3 It 178 182
Middle Atlantie. . +1 -3 +5 23 +3 -3 174 180 175
East North Central. . +3 -3 +5 27 +7 -y 173 172 173
West North Central....ievescsensen.n . +1 -3 +6 17 -1 " 172 177 178
South Atlantic..... . +2 4 +6 31 +8 202 189 196
East South Central. . -1 -15 +6 16 G 197 215 173
West South Central... . +3 -1 +5 28 +7 224 218 23
Mountain.......... see -5 -4 +2 13 +2 -] 243 265 232
Pacificisisciiiiiininiionss teraseanacans +6 -7 +8 26 +2 -1 182 188 170
Dry goodSe.e..... . +9 =11 +10 160 265 L4 +3 130 75,326 238 - 225 202
New England..... ve +6 2 ") 4 488 +12 ~7 4 620 127 132 140
Middle Atlantices..... aae +17 -8 +11 46 7,017 +LE +o 35 10,173 246 254 217
East North Central... P +15 =13 +18 14 4,307 +41 +2 i3 7,717 182 150 155
West North Central.... ceeen enes +7 ~-12 +11 18 13,079 +9 +5 16 32,295 248 246 207
South Atlantic..... FRSTUNFR 0 ~16 +h 2% 3,890 +0 G 18 8,205 236 220 198
East South Central.........c... +5 =15 ~1 15 1,486 +9 e 10 3,486 305 294 243
West South Central........... +2 -18 +4 12 2,164 +36 -3 12 5,717 264 198 219
Mountain...ssisecensnsnnans PR +6 -2 +4 4] 303 +8 -1 [} 1,554 4 ° 309 304 305
PacifiCeseusisenncannan etetatannn. cenae +10 -2 +12 21 5,704 +10 4] 16 5,559 221 212 200
Farm Supplies....vecieerarencarnreas PR -6 -25 ~12 i9 5,426 -1 = lG 10 849 35 50 58
Fresh fruilts and vegetables,.... +1 +17 -5 B81f 5,737 -6 ] =15 38 922 28 28 39
New England..... -16 +15 ~14 & 329 2 +17 4 27 16 26 18
Middle Atlantic.... =15 +5 -11 18 1,445 +7 -18 1 236 29 22 34
East North Central. +20 +12 +5 13 1,828 +49 +7 é 58 1z 8 11
West North Central, ~4 14 -11 7 679 +28 ~10 7 214 32 24 40
South Atlantic....... ~4 4 -7 5 3440 (=) (%) () (x) {x) (x) (x)
East South Central..... -17 ~1| -1 4 276l (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PACIIIC st en it etenennrieeananetianaaas +3 +7 -7 5 2l (x) | (%) (%) (x) 1 ]

See footnotes at end af fahls
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age 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY XIND OF BUSINESS AND GECCRAPHIC DIVISION

APRIL 1953
[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual opera tions]
Sales Inventory, end-of-monih (at cost) Stock-sales
tins
Percent chenge April 1953 panel Percent change| April 1953 panel (f& tios!
Geographic division Apr. 1953 4 mo. | N - Apr., 1953 s . ereent
and . o, | Number o e umber o .
kind of business from-- 1953 estab- Re‘porte‘d from eshab- Reported
from | lishments| SoLiar lighments | Goliar Apr. | Apr. | Mar.
Apr. | Mar. |z po. report- values | apr, Mar. ;:31:':0:: t_r’ values 1953 | 1952 | 1953
1952 {1953 | 19502 ing (add 000) 1952 | 1953 | = ing (a2y 000)

Groceries; HOtAleeeceereeecarneneraasencns +4 -6 +4 8401 $135,427 -2 -2 686 | $139,3¢2 131 140 127
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers®.... +. -2 [¢] 553 58,274 -4 -2 467 63,011 130 130 129
New England..yeeeenvaverarssvans . +7 +3 +£ 7 1,535 +1Q ¢ & 2,77 130 190 200
Middle Atlantic . +3 -4 +6 19 2,910 0 -3 13 3,440 135 153 125
Bast North Central.. ~4 -2 ~4 134 16,375 -18 -2 127 10,9465 115 134 115
West Worth Central.. +5 +8 +5 54 6,798 -1 -2 41 >70L 139 148 157
South Atlantic...... *2 -1 0 64 8,033 +2 -1 40 7,468 131 135 130
East South Central.. -4 -4 -3 43 4,913 -2 -5 33 4,720 125 127 133
West South Central 0 -3 +2 103 13,687 <7 ~7 81 13,446 129 137 131
Mountain.....e..ue . +3 -5 +5 24 2,494 +2 ~5 23 3,600 148 150 147
PacifiCeicsnsvnneesnenesnaness P +9 +2 -3 105 7,529 +5 +24 03 8,897 127 13 103
Voluntary-group vhiolesalers......c.eveeae +7 -3 +€ 175 50,849 ~L -1 141 53,153 134 145 133
New England.... .. +5 -3 +7 10 3,699 +6 -3 g 2,305 120 121 122
Middle Atlantie... .o +5 -8 0 31 11,132 o] -5 24 8,373 132 134 122
East Norih Central.. . +5 +8 +8 42 10,652 +4 -3 30 8,961 102 117 115
Weal Horth Ceniral.. - +4 -5 +11 57 14,105 -6 +1 T 22,549 160 177 150
South Atlantic... iees +6 -5 +a 11 2,832 +11 -2 5 1,845 130 123 125
TacifiCeiensreereneos ereseennanen veens -1 -1 +6 Evs 3,703 +6 +6 ig 2,234 127 116 118
Retuiler-cooperative warehouseS......... +8 ~11 +9 21 10,774 +6 -9 14 5,617 98 98 101
Specialty lines wholesalers. . +8 =21 +8 91 15,530 +2 -5 66 17,588 139 147 115

New England...cevvreanrsas .. -8 -5 -~ 4 g (x) {x) {x) . =) (x) (x) x)
Middle Atlantic... . ~4 24 +7 19 3,731 +17 -z 14 4,199 128 103 96
East North Central . -9 -31 -4 i0 640 +12 -G 6 309 77 69 75
South Atlantie.... -3 -7 +2 16 1,858 -2 -6 11 T 1,674 100 99 98

Fast South Central. -9 -18 -4 6 602 || (x) {x) (%) (x) (x) {x) (x)

West South Central. . +6 -33 +21 5 3631 (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x)
PACIfIC. catrteerareenrnstiocsivennsann +21 =21 +8 26 7,043 =7 -6 23 9,368 171 227 140
Leather and shoe {indings.. +9 +23 +2 26 643 -5 =5 13 1,126 295 379 330

Middle Atlantic...... . -2 +2 +2 5 4 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

East North Central. . -5 49 -2 5 o6 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {(x)

West North Central. ven -8 4 -3 4 s4 I (x) (x) (x) (x} (x) (x) (x)

PACITIC . e eevecerronesiassorennnannes 0 +15 -3 7 3108 (x) (x) {(x) (x) {x) (x} {x)
Meats and meat productsS..c.viiireceecreons -2 43 -8 3% 21,302 -7 +4 35 9,366 49 52 49
Middle Atlantic...... . -3 +1 -8 10 3,700 +9 -6 10 1,989 54 49 57
Eagt North Central. . -7 +7 -10 13 9,564 -1 +11 12 5,043 56 53 53
South Central...... e +24 -2 +9 4 3,292 =27 ~3 4 1,356 41 71 431
PacifiC.cercierrons S -8 -3 -14 5 3,777 -28 -3 4 664 27 40 29
Paper and its products....ccivcevevans fees d -3 +2 62 9,525 -4 +6 40 8,523 138 147 126
Nevw England........ 8] -7 -3 5 304 ~4 +2 4 379 211 203 207
Middle Atlantic..... +1 -6 -3 17 2,641 ~7 +11 1o 1,607 117 120 96
East North Central. +13 +2 +6 19 4,141 -5 -3 14 3,375 938 115 103

South Atlantic..... . +3 -1 +2 6 8304 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

West South Central. . +4 +7 -1 4 318) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) {x) (x)
Pacific..eciiranes sresrracsine .. -14 -18 +2 7 941 +2 48 6 2,331 327 269 242
TetroleWh, cvaeravnresornnnonsssaavnnannssn +14 -1 +2 28 6,654 -16 ~11 28 44467 &7 91 75
Shoes and other footwear........ P -1 ~19 +6 34 27,419 +14 +19 30 79,751 294 255 201
TObaceo ProdiuctSecv e reaeereacrcassssssens +3 +8 +2 274 42,504 -4 -10 166 16,128 56 60 68
Yew England... . 43 +10 +3 33 2,992 O 0 13 796 60 98 66
MiddY¥e Atlantic.. +7 +11 +4 55 14,120 -12 =21 36 6,283 58 T4 81
East North Central. +3 +8 +4 65 8,738 +7 0 38 2,752 54 58 59
West North Central. b + -2 38 4,779 -10 -3 31 2,068 54 &0 57
South Atlantic..... +7 +9 + 25 5,655 47 b 20 2,567 55 60 63
East South Central. 0 +1 +2 11 1,586 +8 ~8 6 602 47 46 51
West South Central. =3 +4 -2 25 2,072 ~4 -1 8 401 46 52 51
Mountain......... . 0 +5 0 10 607 +17 -2 9 406 68 68 71
PACIfIC. v vesrvenssnomasonnioaronennss -1 +5 -2 12 1,948 +7 -8 5 253 53 80 65
Wines and spirits® +7 -5 +7 269 93,663} -10 -1 2167 100,922 §| 130 153 126
- New England. . . -6 -7 +1 22 5,181 -14 b 14 3,036 98 118 99
Middie Atlantic... +13 +7 +15 43 29,688 -5 =1 41 27,601 | 102 121 110
Fast Horth Central.. +12 +10 +9 38 12,232 +9 +2 27 12,202 132 133 132
West North Central.. 49 -3 +2 31 7,277 -16 | -16 26 8,313 | 143 190 183
South Atlantic.... 0 -1 +3 42 13,246 -10 -1 39 15,791 126 137 125
Bast South Central +1 +6 +2 i3 3,168 0 -1 11 4,756 187 172 196
West South Central +1 -3 -2 36 9,028 ~19 +4 33 14,425 162 200 151
Mountain.......as . +7 -15 +25 5 1,255 -6 +9 4 1,166 134 152 102
PACifiC.usesrrccasivosanacsosaonsrorae +8 ~34 +7 39 12,588 -22 +6 21 13,632 175 234 110
JONBOUS s v s v earensesraosassoansnnans +6 -9 +2 31 8,840 -1 4 19 8,764 128 139 132

~*ficient data 1o show separately. .

ales ratics are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

njuetion with gales. No adjustment is made in these caloulations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade o trade.

Tneludes reports received too late for inelusion in previous monthly trends.

The United States tutal and totals for some trades irelude a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States vhich do not have State control or monopoly distribution

at the wholésale level.

Mote: Fercentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reports received in time for tabulation. Since ccverage
varies by kind .of ‘business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers svbmitting
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made.

States comprising geographic divisions

[CRF VIR Y

New England (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.1,, Vt.) East South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Middle Atlaniie (N.J., N.¥., Pa.) West South Central (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)

East North Central (ill., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Vis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dek., S.Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.) ®acific (Caiif., Oreg., Wash.)
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' REPORT
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitied to

the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,338 wholesale establishments in various lines of
business.

SALES

May 1953 sdles of merchant®wholesalers fell 5 percent below the previous month, but were up 4 percent over

a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first five months of this year were 5 percent higher than sales of the
corresponding period of 1952.

A11 geographic divisions reflected sales declines of 2 to 9 percent below April. Compared with a year ago,
however, only two divisions--the East South Central (-1%) andthe West'South Central (-3%)--reported declines.
The remaining seven divisions experienced gains ranging from 1 to 8 percent, with the Middle Atlantic Di-
vision showing the largest inerease. Cumulative sales thus far this year in all divisions were ahead of the
same five-month period of 1952 - the Mountain Division, up 9 percent, reflecting the principal increase.

Most of the 37 trades covered in this report experienced lower sales inMay than in the previous month. Farm
supplies, down 41 percent, reported the heaviest drop,while petroleum, down 21 percent, also showed a sub-
stantial decrease. Six trades, led by refrigeration equipment and paris (up 21 percent) indicated gains over
April, while 3 trades-—grocery retailer co-ops, meats and meat products, and tobacco products-~showed practi-
cally no change. Twenty-three trades shown in this report reflected sales above a year ago. Substantial
gains were indicated ty industrial chemicals (R7%), refrigeration equipment and parts (26%), and metals (25%).

Declines below May 1952 sales, reported by 14 trades, varied from 1 to 8 percent, with the heaviest drop being
shown by petroleum.

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of May showed practically no change from stocks on
hand April 30, but were up 5 percent over May 31, 1952. Based on the reports of 3,357 establishments submit-
ting inventory figures along with sales data, the May stock-sales ratio of 174 percent was 7 points higher
thon that reported for the previous month and 1 point above the May 1952 ratio.

While the New England, East North Central, and Pacific Divisions indicated small inventory gains over a
month earlier, the East South Central, West South Central, and Mountain Divisions reflected small declines,
The Middle Atlantic, South Atlantic, and West North Central Divislions showed no change. A1l geographic divi-
sions, however, reported heavier inventories . than a year ago, such gains ranging from 3 percent in the New
England and West South Central Divisions to 10 percent in the East South Central Division.

. MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTQRIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS ANMD GEOGRAPHIC DIVISTON

MAY 1953
[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individudl operations)
Sales Inventory, end of-month (at cost) Stock sales
ratl
Percent change May 1953 panel .o :ngjm )
i ivisi . : May 19
Geographic division ]g:z E?53 igr;\g N:r;ﬂég_of Reported “Ii"romf:-" N:]:::zé‘of' Reported
kind of business rron | lishments| 01187 lishments | oMar | May | May ) Apr.
May Apr. |5 moé repor e alues May Apr. report- values 953
1952 | 1953 [1952 ing (add 0po)j 1952 | 1953 ing (add 000)
United States, total? it 4 ] +5 4,338 @3,631 +5 [¢] 3,3571$1,190,516 174 173 167
New England... +7 -5 - 45 260 36,883 +3 +1 178 42,709 156 161 145
Middle Atlantic,. +8 -2 +6 766 162,400 +5 0 578 179,833 139 144 136
East North Centra’ +5 -3 +3 830 153,142 +5 +1 672 197,991 149 150 142
West North Central +1 -9 +5 532 100,419 + 0 404 176,971 225 198 188
South Aflentic,.s... +3 4 4 556 97,875 +6 0 447 141,851 169 165 164
¥as¥ South Central.. -1 -4 + 213 36,249 +10 -3 163 53,207 174 158 173
West South Central cene -3 -8 +3 394 67,714 +3 -3 306 110,335 198 189 189
Mountain......cuew +5 4 +9 179 26,611 2 -1 145 41,824 183 177 177
Pacifiq. easesesrsaense +3 -5 +7 558 111,005 +4 ) 414 158,237 191 187 175
Automotive SUPPliESecieeeinseseareansaescens =3 -7 +8 387 18,538 ~2 +1 . 215 20,061 273 280 269
New EnglenGecesceassascossnns -5 -16 +16 21 . 643 14 -2 8 415 247 279 231
Middle Atlantic.eivevarscinss +al -4 +6 46 1,lel -1 -2 A3 2,753 264 77 266
East North Central.ceesisnees =1 -6 +5 7 3,938 =7 +3 61 6,118 237 255 239
West North Cendralecsscese-ns 4 -18 +8 95 4,301 -1 0 26 2,299 314 295 327
South Atlantic..... ~16, -28 +9 23 2,617 b 0 16 1,602 315 306 306
West South Central. -23 -33 +5 12 1,452 +3 +3 7 1,761 343 297 320
Mountaine.veveess T+ -9 +13 27 960 +9 -2 17 1,310 337 322 338
PaCifiCeecesearsecsesncuaeresenssrncasns +12 -4 +91 83 3,058 0 ¢} - 36 3,768 269 290 249
Electrical group, total.ieeveesssrensonsrcrs +8 -7 +12 690 151,205 +8 +1 625 256,509 180 180 168
Full-line wholesalers +8 -8 +11 447 117,630 +7 +2 440 213,894 184 185 167
New Englande..... +12 -7 +8 33 6,619 4 +1 33 12,49 189 220 172
Middle Atlantic,. +17 -3 +6 517 213,165 -1 -1 49 25,368 195 231 192
East North Central... +8 -9 +9 91 26,358 +2 +2 30 43,914 167 177 152
West North Central........ -1 -13 +11 b4 9,391 +6. +2 4y 19,539 208 194 177
‘South Atlantie,. e +7 -2 +10 - 79 22,658 +11 -1 i 37,332 168 163 167
East South Central.... 423 -5 +23 26- 6,291 +20 +3 25 10,694 175 161 163
West South Central. +1 -5 +12 48 11,912 +20 +3 48 25,855 27 183 200
Mountaine....eees.e +17 =11 +20 20 4,004 +10 +6 20 7,520 188 198 157
PacifiCessieaness +6 ~13 +16 55 17,232 +5 +9 54 31,178 183 183 147
Wiring supplies, construction materials »

A1 tribUtOrBesssrercrsnrssoccsscaonnonnne +10 -2 4 128 11,464 412 0 93 13,378 158 158 153
Nev England..,... . =5 -6 ~8 13 Nz -3 +4 4 225 145 155 151
Middle Atlantle..... . +14 + -1 29 1,286 -1 -2 23 2,011 178 205 190
East North Central.... . +3 -6 +1 31 3,564 +16 0 25 4,813 170 149 159
West North Central. . +15 -1 +12 6 949 +26 +11 4 956 217 217 181
South Atlantie... . +35 -2 +19 18 2,356 0 -3 15 2,085\ 97 135 99
South Central,. +6 +21 ~6 11 1,380 +19 0 7 1,274 172 149 191
Mountain. -15 23 +8 6 32| (x) (x) (x) (x) (x). 1 (x) (x)
PaCifiCecesresncrecrcrcacsncrosinsssonas +11 wtr +13 14 845 +28 +§ . 13 1,679 200 174 184

Appliances and specialiies wholesalers.... +12 A +19 115 22,111 +18 -8 92 29,237 170 164 182
New Englend,..eee.e ae +7 «12 +25 14 1,719 +37 A 10 1,937 145 116 130
Middle Atlantiec,.... .. +23 =12 +20 22 6,748 7. -8 19 7,690 135 188 141
East North Central .o +17 -1 +23 21 4,057 +37! -8 13 4,129} 211 147 210
VWest North Central.. . +12 -23 +26 13 1,171 +30 +4 12 3,023 263 234 194
South AtlantiCe.sacens . +10 +16 +18 16 3,377 +27 -10 15 4,597 162 138 213
South Central PR . + +28 +14 11 2,085 +5 -31 9 2,502 123 120 228
Mountain,. PN . -2 ~4 +10 7 1,024 +36 0 7 2,508 245 176 236
PaCifiCesicacncrnrossorarrnssosonsanoess =7 ~10 +17 11 1,930 +56 +3 7! 2,851 233 142 209

Furniture and house Turnishkings, PR +10 ) +10 82 15,166 +18 -1 63 26,451 202 188 190
Middle Atlantic..isesvoceos +14 ~1 #1 15 2,353 +13 +5 10 4,379 248 247 230
East North Central.. +22 -1 49 9 2,581 +14 -5 8 45255 179 194 187
West North Central.......... . -1 -14 +2 12 2,073 +24 -3 12 4,735 228 184 203
South At1antiCe...e.esses . +6 A I 12 1,107 (x) | (0 {x) XN f &) k)| (x)
West South Centra; - +71 - -18 +24 10 1,112 425 +2 10 2,697 243 207 195
Mountain,..iseesenae ae +1 -2 +8 7 1,218 #11 -4 5 1,923 206 187 210
PACIfiCucecercennccrroincnstocasasnntnas +7 -7 +17 11 3,588 +30 +1 9 5,849 174 143 159
HardWare, cuuseracesrscessasonrsasosansnannon +6 =3 +4 173 68,127 +6 [¢] 144 152,406 261 262 235
Middle Atlantic..... . +9 +2 +3 36 10,264 +19 - 30 18,821 208 194 221
East North Central.. . +9 -6 +12 33 13,545 +6 0 30 30,228 247 260 235
West North Central.i...ocien.n, . +13 ~4 =1 18 11,280 -3 +5 18 33,840 300 350 273
South Atlanticsieceeescssreersavan . +7 +6 0 24 6,423 0 -6 20 11,455 229 241 269
East South Central... . +8 -4 +3 15 4,836 +9 -6 13 10,027 230 194 233
West South Central... . 4 4 0 15 5,337 +7. -5 9 8,725 259 248 274
Mountaine.e.eseesvesans . -4 -3 -2 8 2,335 +16 -2 5 3,866 360 289 352
PacifiCesececenenrvresconnronasaneccncnss +4 -5 +7 21 13,556 +11 +2 16 34,431 301 277 277
Industrial suppliesS..ceeeicesvassoonns . +2 4 0 135 21,044 -6 0 107] 33,734 187 201 181
New England....... ceerarae . +1 4 0 15 1,429 -2 -3 12 2,407 215 219 212
Middie Atlantic...ees.s ceviasasns . B 0 -8 29 4,008 -7 +2 23 6,879 187 198 182
East North Centraleceeecsrssrrecaneseses +17 4 +5 20 5,019 -4 +1 18 7,448 152 187 144
West North Central. . +8 ~10 +10 9 1,322 -11 +6 8 1,938 181 209 167
Scuth Atlantic..... . +2 +1 -5 17 1,630 -1 +1 14 3,387 224 228 222
East South Central, . -1 +2 -3 10 2,166 +1 0 9 3,855 183 179 187
West South Central. . -9 -9 -1 28 4,465 11 -2 18 6,232 222 217 200
Pacifice.iacensecs . +9 +6 +2 7 1,005 -2 -1 5 1,588 1931 ° 209 206
Jewelrye vaversnererans +5 -2 -2 131 6,148 +2 -3 78 13,170 298 297 302
New Englend....... 6| -2 +2 8 3380| (x) (%) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic... -2 -1 -12 39 2,059 +9 -3 18 3,406 276 230 295
Eagt North Central. +3 -10 +7 41 1,405 +3 +1 28 4,313 346 358 311
West North Central, +2 ~16 +1 12 608 -7 -5 11 1,992 328 358 291
South. Atlantice. ... 32 -13 -5 6 216f (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
South Cemtrali..... +0]  +21 +9 5 81 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacificeicvenncesss +21 +24 +1 17 1,291 +2 - 11 2,568 251 280 327

" See footnotes at end of table.
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[Data are showm by geographic division, vhere possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Page 3

Sales H Inventory, end-of-menth {at cost) Stoctgsaies
ratios
) B Percent change May 1953 panel reent, change, May 1953 panel (percent) _
Geograpg;g division May 1953 |5 mo. |Number of Reported | 127 1953 | Number of Reported
. from-- 1953 estab- from~- egtab-

kind of business from | lishments dollar lishments dollar |i¥ey —|May | Apr.

May {apr. |5 moé report- values My | apr. report- values [1953 | 1952 {1953
1952 | 1953 {1952 ing (2dd 000) 1952 | 1953 ing (add 000)

Lumber and building materials............... -1 -7 +3 80 $13,813 14 =1 60 $14,551 145 122 132
Middle Atlantic.......,. Ca . -5 -17 + 19 3,211 <3 +1 11 1,343 67 59 47
Eagt North Central. .. -5 +1 +8 11 1,377 +13 +8 9 1,434 123 104 113
West North Ceniral. - +19 +17 +5 6 683 +7 +3 4 404 121 146 117
South Atlantic..,... -3 -9 0 12 1,814 +5 ] 10 1,678 173 160 169
Fast South Central.. +2 +3{ 411 4 2400 (x) | (%) (x) (x) ) | (x) | (x)
Mountain........... . +1 -8 +2 7 2,287 +5 -7 6 3,798 182 174 182
Pacific..ioviviniiniin sereraenaan e +5 -8 +3 7 1,437 +27 +10 6 2,237 158 130 131

Machinery equipment, supplies {except

R TN ) S -2 ) e 2 - 52 8,026 +6 +2 41 17,112 249 237 214
Hev England......... +2 -4 +3 A T283) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | ()
Middle Atlantic..... -5 =12 -13 7 1,338 +1 +3 4 1,964 158 148 134
East North Centrai. -14 +23 -7 9 1,311 +7 +2 ‘6 1,422 175 163 168
South Atlantic...... 4 -6 +2 7 882 ~3 -3 & 2,250 277 397 269
Pacific..iiiiiiininnnininnnnn tiacenaean +1 -5 -7 7 1,352 +6 +7 5 2,038 205 199 200

Metalse.cviiiineenriiranyann rtesr i +25 ~5 +22 45 16,708 +26 +2 41 27,523 168 167 156

Paints and varnishes............ esrraeaeies +11 +5 +11 48 6,891 -5 -2 4y 16,149 239 281 256

Plumbing and heating supplies........... =3 +3 ~5 136 17,109 15 +] 114 31,778 207 191 213
New England... -4 +7 -3 7 280 (x) (x) (x) x (x) (x) (0
Middle Aflantie.. +5 +4 -1 32 2,377 0 +2 24 4,059 198 209 206
East North Central. +3 -2 +3 15 1,312 +1 +8 13 2,980 263 265 235
West North Centra: +10; +8 +7 16 1,449 -3 -3 14 3,008 223 254 251
South Atlantic...,. -2 +6 =7 39 7,996 +6 +1 39 14,991 187 174 197
East South Central.... -19 -4 -13 10 1,708 +27 -1 9 3,420 203 130).- 195
a2 L N -2 ~12 -1 5 1,051) (x).]- (x) x) = x 1 (x) (x) } (%}

trigeration equipment, parts (commercial). +26 +21 +15 72 2,59 Q -2 61 4,082 205 270 254
Middle Atlantic......... P +35 +19 +12 15 966 o} -2 12 1,218 162 227 197
East North Central. +10 +14 +9 17 261 +3 -3 12 523 291 32 352
West North Central. s +12 +2 +18 5 181 ~12 -2 5 399 220 278 246
South Atlantie... +54 +36 +25 22 678 +1 -6 22 1,143 169 258 243
Pacific..iiniviiiiiinnnnnnnnn -2 -6 +2 9 203 +9 +4 8 629 466 349 431

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...... +5 -5 +3 32 5,041 +13 +2 25 6,154 137 129 128
Middle Atlantic....iiuiniiaerinnnsa, . +2 -11 +4 7 954 +50 +1 5 1,126 140 97 123
East North Central. +11 +1 -1 10 2,276 +9 +3 7 2,597 128 130 126
South Atlantic... +11 -12 +16 5 790 +11 42 5 1,106 140 141 i21
South Central...... PN -2 A +8 5 645 ~1 -3 4 756 138 136 132

L NN +4 +11 +2 35 1,844 ~19 =5 29 789 47 62 56
Middle Atlentic.. . +3 +12 +1 7 434 +19 +39 6 114 27 23 21
East North Central. . -3 +10 +1 10 566 -15 ~10 10 225 401 46 49
West North Central. . -3 419 =2 5 1240 (x) {x) ] -=x) {x) (x) (x) {{x)
South Atlantic............ . +32 +14 45 4 4280 (x) | .(x)” {x) (x) (x) (x) | (x)
Pacific..ooiiiiiiiiniiiniininnirnnnnn, . =12 s} =5 7 235 =30 -8 6 129 66 |- 84 71

Chemicals, industrial.......oovveerrennnnnn. +27 -8 +20 15 3,055 =4 +7 12 1,706 61 82 52

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)..... +3 -6 -4 19 3,137 +22. +3 13 4,593 210 175 170

Coal..oiivinnnnn.n et eiasr e eaaeee e +4 -9 =5 18 2,974 +17 +20 17 4,403 145 127 110

COnLeC i ONerY et et iit s veeeenaeraeasans =2 ~5 o] 41 1,379 8] -8 23 765 106 105 103
Middle Atlantic... . ~1 +2 +1r] 8 416 -1 -5 4 199 93 91 101
EFast North Central. . +2 +6 +2 4 16| (x) {x) {x) (x) {x) x) | (x)
South Atlantie,... . 0 =14 +4 10 233 +4 -7 6 174 104 103 93
East South Central.......ooveieinennnn,. -4 -6 ~4 10 218 ~11 =31 5 25 56 62 78

Dairy and poultry products......o.vevesen... +7 +7 +2 23 7,508 +20 +26 19 3,401 54 48 45

Drugs and sundries {liguor excluded)........ +3 -5 +5 200 60,399 +3 -3 161 94,044 192 190 188
HNew England...... Cireremeaaean . +4 -4 +2 12 2,864 -2 0 10 3,912 178 184 177
Middlie Atlantic... . +6 -3 +5 27 10,901 +1 -4 19 11,378 166 el 165
East North Central. . +4 -3 +5 27 10,177 +8 +1 20 13,849 177 172 171
VWest North Central. . -3 -6 +4 18 5,878 +3 +1 ié 9,410 187 176 174
Scuth Atlantie..... +2: =7 +6 31 6,827 +9 -3 24 11,523 211 195 203
East ‘South Central. -3 -6 +5 16 3,366 0 -7 12 5,355 196 188 197
West South Central. +2 ~4 +5 31 7,670 +2 -6 26 14,223 223 223 226
Mountain........... =2 -4 +2 12 1,965 -1 =4 10 4,531 244 240 243
Pacific. S +4 -5 +8 26 10,751 +3 -3 24 19,263 186 189 181

Dry goods...cvvieivenan, 9 =5 +9 165 36,313 +14 ~7 135 75,28 251 237 256
flew England.. +3 -15 0 5 501 +23 -5 5 842 168 141 151
Middle Atlantic. +21 +4 +13 46 7,016 +16 +3 35 9,972 232 236 250
East North Central . +18 -7 +18 14 3,993 +30 +1 14 7,511 188 171 172
West North Central . +4 -7 +9 18 12,168 +14 =14 16 33,703 279 254 302
South Atlantie,..... + -5 +4 25 3,671 +8 -2 19 7,973 243 237 233
East South Central..... . +4 -6 0 15 1,399 +16 +2 10 3,555 335 300 305
West South Central..... - -6 -12 +2 14 1,928 +7 -4 14 4,822 250 221 230
Mountain........ e . -1 -8 +3 6 462 +14 +1 5 1,478 360 309 318
Pacific.......cooiinnn e PR +15 =7 +12 22 5,175 +8 -1 17 5,431 224 238 216

Farm supplies.. -2 ~41 =11 18 2,974 =11 -5 9 920 86 99 84

Fresh fruits and vegetables................. -1 #11 -4 2 6,879 0 -10 39 988 23 23 30
New England............ . -20 +8 ~16 5 330] (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) x) [(x)
Middle Atlantic..... +3 +15 -8 18 1,659 -7 -18 10 194 24 25 34
East North Central.. + +27 +5 15 2,643 +11 +1 8 168 11 12 22
West North Central -3 -4 -9 7 651 +11 -7 200 31 27 32
South Atlantic.... +2 +13 -5 4 2781 (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x) | (x)
Fast South Central -14 +2 -12 4 2821 (x (x) (x) §X) (x) (x) 1(x)
Paeific...oiiuuvnnn. -5 -8 -7 5 760 (xg (x) {x) x) (%) (x) 1 (x)

See footnotes at end of table.




Page 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

MAY 1953
[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]
. .Sales ) Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
ratios
Geographic division Percent change May 1953 panel Percent darm, May 1953 panel {percent)
mo.
e tay 3555 |2 [Womer o Tmoporten | My 198 et f [ eporc
kind of ‘business — trom |1ishments| GORET lighments | 39+1ar May | Mey | Apr.
May Apr. ig:;\g.z report- values sy | Apr. report- values 1953{ 1952} 1953
1952 | 1953 { 1% ing (add 000) || 1952|1953 ing (add -000)

Groceries, tot8licsercvnscsonneronnereoansas =2 -5 +3 g52 | $135,192 +1 =1 683 | $137,958 133 129 128
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers®...... -4 -3 0 546 53,313 ~1 -4 458 57,444 131 128 130
N?w England.ee.osossssrssasacacsecsncssse +4 +6 +5 7 1,628 +9 =7 6 2,574 166 160 190
Middle Atlantic... . +1 ] +5 19 2,913 +2 -3 12 3,088 130 132 133
East North Central “nee ~1 +1 -4 132 9,595 -1 +7 125 11,100 126 127 121
West North C(.en‘bral cravee -6 -8 +2 57 5,881 +1 4 44 6,686 145 137 138
South Atlantice..esiees N <5 -8 -1 59 7,061 +1 -6 34 5,955 132 124 130
East South Central... . -11 -6 4 39 4,034 -3 -1 30 4,152 134 122 128
West S?uth Central, . ~7 -9 +1 100 11,624 4 -8 78 11,273 126 124 126
Mountaine.eseesvene . -2 -2 +4 25 T 2,571 +1 4 23]. 3,504 145 140 149
PacifiC,eaeseecnsossrcessoscnnasarss . -2 -9 -3 108 8,000 ~3 -81. 106 9,112 121 121 121
Voluntary-group wholegalerSsesescvasansene -1 -6 +5 195 56,162, 43 ] 147 57,077 136 129 128
Ngw England.,. visteeserseane +8 0 +7 11 3,831 +9 -2 8 2,249 122 112 120
Middle Atlantic. crviesscisane 0 ~2 0 35 11,520 +2 4 25 8,265 124 126 132
East North Central... emessvertacoe ~3 -11 +6 43 9,983 +4 -3 29 8,562 113 105 102
West North Central. . . 4 -8 +7 63 17,458 +4 +6 62 27,719 159 147 138
South _Atlantie .es . -2 =7 +2 11 2,620 +h -10 5 1,697 126 118 133
Pacific.. seeriensetsesan . 0 -7 +5 24 5,970 +5 -6 10 2,749 122 109 127
Retailer-cooperative warehouses..ceersesans +5 0 +8 18 10,808 +7 +4 11 5,824 102 100 98
Specialty lines WholesS8lerSessesscssesoes +1 -5 7 23 14,909 +1 +1 67 17,613 146 148 137

New England.... .. -1 -8 -5 5 w0l (x) | (0 (x) {(x) G 1 (o | (0
Middle Atlantic.... .o +2 4 +* i 21 3,721 +16 -3 14 4,058 130 113 128
East North Central. . -9 +7 -5 10 693 +14 o) 7 309 70 67 75
.o +6 0 +2 14 1,809 -4 -8 10 1,490 90 101 98

- -7 -1 4 5 55540 (x) | (x) (xy (x) (x) | () | (x)

t 8 .. 0 420 417 5 37l (x) | (x) (x) (x) =} =) ] &
PACifiCuasneronoatoccersnssosnsunncnsone -7 -4 +5 27 6,071 =7 +5 23 9,845 210 212 in
Leathér and shoe findingSe.e.cevescrsccrenve =7 ~7 0 25 498 =1 +1 14 1,192 387 370 375

Middle Atlantic.......e.. . +6 -8 +3 5 33 (x) | (x) (x) X xy | (x) ] (x)

East North Central..... 21 -11 -2 - 4 581 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

West North Central,,.. ~14 -8 -6 4 50 (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) {(x) (x)

PaCifiCescnseasrsssnassrnsassocceaisinnss -7 -7 -4 7 2870 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | () | (x)
Meats and meat productSa.... A 0 =7 38 21,159 -7 -3 34 8,944 48 51 49
Middle Atlantic...... +51 - 43 -3 10 3,812 +20 +16 10 2,315 61 53 54
East North Central -5 -1 -9 12 9,476 =12 14 11 4,349 49 52 56
South Centrale..v... +12 e +10 b 3,158 =21 +5 4 1,422 45 64 41
Pacifice.... ~19 o] -15 5 3,775 -18 +1 4 671 31 32 27
Paper and its productS.s.csescecscrecisinene +5 -6 +2 62 9,226 || - -2 +3 40 9,411 149 159 136

New Englandissceceesseancens . +16 311 +1 4 3200 (%) {x) (%) {x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic...... . +13 0 0 i8 2,992 =7 +1 10 1,948 109 137 112
East North Central . +5 -10 +6 17 3,475 -4 +1 12 2,784 98 109 88

. +5 -7 42 71 7951 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | () | (x)

. 71 -1 0 5 450 (x) | (x) (x) (x) =) | 01 &
PaCifiCavsecsscncnsinsaarocaressooscancse ~-18 ~8 -2 7 865 +8 +10 6 2,561 422 295 327
PetroleUWNeeesesceavesnorsnsarsssarssvoncases -8 -21 0 28 5,276 -2 13 28 5,054 96 a0 67
Shoes -and Other fOOTWEAT .. eurvirenvscssasnss +3 -13 +5 35 24,386 +8 -3 31 77 544 321 306 289
Tobacco productses.e.ee.. -2 0 +2 269 41,624 +7 +7 160 16,743 60 55 56
New England...-.... +2 +5 +3 31 3,106 [s] +25 12 800 72 77 64
Middle Atlantic.... -2 +1 +3 55 14,161 +13 +13 33 6,844 63 55 57
East North Central... 0 +1 +3 58 7,903 +8 +2 36 2,737 55 50 55
West North Central,... -4 +2 -3 42 4,955 -5 +6 31 2,180 55 56 53
South Atlantic....... -1 ~4 +3 25 5,459 +6 +1 21 2,723 61 56 57
East South Central, -5 -1 0 14 1,741 +16 -1 8 539 49 41 50
West South Central. -5 -4 ~2 25 1,992 -5 -4 8 387 49 47 46
Mountain....ecesees -1 +3 ¢} 8 476 +12 -4 7 310 67 60 72
Pacific.. -6 4 -3 11 1,831 +9 ~4 4 223 49 50 53
Wines and SPAITITE”cerurevrarrorasiensonnioas +7 =1 +7 286 95,458 -6 + 233 109,068 137 155 128
New England.... reseasa +17 e 4 20 4,841 ~12 +1 13 3,005 100 125 93
Middle Atlantic.. .. +11 0 +14 49 32,019 -2 +2 46 32,987 112 125 109
East North Central.... . +12 +i. 49 41 13,169 0 +3 32 14,828 133 149 130
West North Central . +11 +14 +# ], 33 7,716 +6 +22 29 9,763 16y 180 145
South Atlantic.... . -1 =12 +2 45 i3, @7 -6 +12 43 18,569 145 154 16
East South Central ‘e +8 ~-17 +3 14 2,733 +5 +5 i1 5,012 234 242 187
West South Central.. -7 -8 -3 34 7,062 23 -12 28 10,572 160 193 168
Mountain..... +14 -4 +23 i5 2,480 +5 +6 13 2,849 142 157 128
PACifiCesssnasnsrarnsassosnscotsannsoans +6 +10 +7 35 12,401 -21 +1 18 11,483 167 215 174
MiSCellANeOtS s ssvseassssirsesaenvsvasansrse ~1 =7 +2 31 8,180 +17 -2 19 8,585 136 117 127

Insufficient data to show separately.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for en jdentical group of firms reporting inventories
in conjunction with sales, No adjustment is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade to trade.
Tncludes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

The United States total and totals for some trades include a numbexr of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution
at the wholesale level.

Note: “Percentage changes are compubed on an unveighted basis by summerizing all reports received in time for tabulation., Since coverage

varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown

may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers. submitting
data in each of ‘the periods for whichcomparisons are made.

States comprising geographic divisions

=

wow N

Mew England (Conn., Maine, Mess., N.H,, R.I., Vi.) Fast Soutn Cenmtral (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Middle Atlantic (N.J., N.Y., Pa. West South Central (Ark., Le., Okla., Texas)

Fast North Centrel (I1l,, Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined,
West North Central {Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr,, N.Dak,, 3.Dak, } Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 8.C., Va., W.Va.)} Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.$
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted to
the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,357 wholesale establishments 'in various lines of
business,

SALES .
June 1953 ssles of merchant wholesalers increased 4 percent over the previous month and were 8 percent

above a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first six months of 1953 were 6 percent higher than the first
nalf 1952 sales,

All geograephic divisions experienced sales gains over May 1953 as well as June a year ago. The Mountain
Division-~up 9 percent over lay and 1h percent higher than last June--registered the largest gains over both
pefiods. The Pacific Division reported the smallest increases--2 percent over the previous month and 3 per-
cent above June 1952, In all divisions, cumulative sales for the first half of 1953 were above sales in the
corresponding period of last year, the principal increase (10%) being shown in the Mountain Division.

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 25 trades, led by automotive supplies, experienced
sales gains of 1 to 24 percent over the previous month. Machinery equipment and supplies, confectionery,and
dry goods reportied sales at the same level as a month earlier, while nine trades indicated declines-~-the
sharpest drop (19%) being shown by farm supplies. All durable goods trades reflected increased sales over a
vear ago. However, four nondurable goods trades-~farm supplies (-14%), leather and shoe findings (-5%),fresh
fruits and vegetables (~3%), and beer (-1%)--reported declines,and one trade, meat and meat producis, re-
meined at the same sales level as a year ago. First half 1953 sales were ahead of a year ago in 28 of the 37
trades, with metals and industrial chemicals sharing the principal increase, 2], percent.

INVENTORIES
Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of June showed practically no change from stocks on
hand May 31, but were T percent above inventories of June 30, 1952. Based on the reports of 3,30h estab-

lishments submitiing inventory Tigures in conjunction with sales data,the June stock-seles ratio of 167 per-
cent was 7 points below that reported for the previous month and 1 point lower than the June 1952 ratio.

Inventories in the Mountain Division were reduced 6 percent from a month earlier, reflecting the sales

gains noted ebove for this Division. While four other divisions also reported declines and two Divisions
showed increases, these inventory changes were all within 2 percent. All geographic divisions reported

larger inventories than on hand a year ago,such increases ranging from 3 percent in the New England Division
to 10 percent in the East South Central Division.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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WHOLESAIERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JUNE 1953
[Pata are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations] . .
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) | St_g::;g:]ies
Percent change June 1953 panel P June 1953 panel {percent)
6 mos.| Number of ercent changes Number of
Geographie division Tme 7% | 1953\ estab- | meported || e 1953 | ogrgp | peported
kind of business from |lishments| dollar 1ish dollar June | June | May
. 6 mos.| report- valueg report- values 19531 1952 | 1953
June | May 19522 ing June | May ing .
1952 | 1953 (add 000) 1952 | 1953 (add 000)

United States, tobtal......... 481 44 +6 4,357 | $833,460 || +7 0 3,304 [$1,140,563 || 167 | 168 | 174
New England...... cesa ‘e +12 +7 +6 259 37,905 +3 0 186 42,070 155 168 165
Middle Atlantic....... . e +12 +4 +7 769 167,984 +8 +2 565 178,113 || 134 142 140
East North Central.... +11 +5 +6 847 160,218 +6 -2 677 185,318 || 139 146 147
West North Central.... +5 +6 +5 538 107,371 +7 +1 392 172,672 | 193 191 203
South Atlantic...... +6 +3 +4 550 93,870 || +11 ¢} 427 131,146 || 172 164 174
East South Central.... + + +5 | 203 38,061 {| +10 -2 148 47,654 || 157 150 171
Wegt South Centralissecveeavs +4 +4 +3 397 73,027 +7 -1 299 104,459 || 185 175 192
Mountain.seesessiovearaosas +14 +9 +10 180 31,069 +5 -6 145 40,432 152 164 178
PacifiCiasessensnncsrssrensesarsrsasacneses +3 +2 +6 563 111,880 +6 -2 41 147,054 || 183 177 190
Automotive SUPPlEeS..sesescscsnsrnresnsesen +11 | 424 18 386 22,106 -1 4] 222 18,356 || 255 269 269
+8] +21 +14 21 779 [} +23 | 17 850 jf 263 242 236
+8 45 6 48 1,173 -3 -3 45 2,664 || 252 279 272
+14 | +17 +7 76 4,222 -1 +1 59 5,760 | 224 246 240
+3] +28 +7 82 4,962 +1 -5 11 835 ) 263 294 314
+8§ #45 +11 25 3,933 +5 +2 18 1,875 || 282 288 303
West South Central. +13 1 459 +6 14 2,293 -3 -2 9 1,482 § 275 255 299
Mountain...e.evees 42 +9 +17 27 1,044 || 410 -2 17 1,285 | 327 314 337
Pacifici..... +1 -1 +7 90 2,983 ~3 -1 43 3,573 || 273 293 269
Electrical group, $0tal....... teeremeaeeann 91 19 | 4 701 166,187 || +13 4 633 248,206 || 158 | 153 | 180
Full-line WholeSBlerS..ccssresservonnrsesn 49 1 +10 +11 449 129,772 | +12 -4 442 204,629 i 159 155 183
New Englonde.eceesososenssasascssarssne +10 +9 +8 34 7,439 ~3 ~4 34 12,516 || 168 190 191
Middle Atlenbic...... +12 +8 +7 62 19,256 +6 -2 60 29,143 || 153 163 169
East North Central... +10 +2 +10 92 28,628 +7 -3 21 42,201 j| 148 152 166
West North Central..... +6 | 417 +11 45 10,972 +8 -8 45 17,884 |i 163 161 208
South Atlantic....... #1 +3 +8 66 18,611 || +19 -5 64 31,083 )} 172 147 186
Fast South Central... +6 | +13 +20 26 7,118 {| +26 -6 25 10,099 || 146 122 175
West South Central... +11 | +25 +12 47 14,581 || +20 -9 47 23,075 || 158 146 219
Mountain.ieeeeeasveas +21 +7 +20 21 4,660 || +22 +1 21 8,071 | 173 172 184
PacifiCiscvecrntanicsscssistonereansons +9 +6 +15 56 18,507 || +13 ~2 55 30,557 {| 166 160 182
. +15 +7 +6 135 12,986 || +13 -2 96 13,838 i 143 151 158
New England...oesececese +13 | 415 -4 14 916 +3 +6 5 387 | 149 181 174
Middle Atlantic,..sv.a0s +10 +7 0 28 1,285 +6 +1 9 1,810 || 176 184 186
East North Central... . +17 1 +12 + 33 4,236 || 413 -1 27 5,086 || 146 152 169
West North Central. . . ' +3 | 416 +10 9 1,345 || +14 -6 6 1,182 || 168 169 226
South Atlantic..... . +21 | -10 +19 19 2,102 49 +1 16 1,968 || 105 116 92
South Central.. . +19 +6 -2 12 1,836 || +16 ~7 7 1,591 )1 133 148 164
Mountalnesvsvevsons . +10 | +20 +8 6 410 +1 -4 3 321§ 124 134 168
Pacific..... taaseresecsosasnensansesinn +21 +8 +14 14 856 j| +28 -3 13 1,493 || 176 166 196
Appliances and specialties wholesalers... +7 +5 +17 117 23,429 |} +22 -1 95 29,739 || 155 138 168
New Englant...oicseererevasceveasscanses +35 | +l4 +26 14 1,926 |} 430 +6 11 2,198 || 140 147 150
Middle Atlantic...... . ¥ +9 +2 +18 24 8,416 || +13 +7 18 5\ 8,131 || 141 143 135
East North Central.. . 413 | +14 +21 19 2,767 {| +23 +2 14 Y3,941 1 172 160 204
West North Central, ¢ +15 | +17 +24 14 1,398 || +25 -5 12 2,877 i 213 195 263
South Atlantic....... -1 -7 +14 16 3,124 |} +48 +11 15 5,086 || 198 |. 130 162
South Central.. -1 +9 +11 12 2,490 +3 1 -9 10 2,623 )| 107 102 129
Mountain.... +21 | 414 +13 8 1,597 H +17 <15 8 2,598 || 163 169 218
PacifiC.ececvicarrorocscsosonsanrsorees 14 +3 +11 10 1,711 §| +28 -7 7 2,285 )| 145 95 210
Furniture and house furnishings..v.everesss +3 -7 +9 81 14,084 | +#19 ~5 63 25,940 | 212 185 207
Middle Atlantic.... +5 -6 +1 13 1,942 {| 413 4 9 3,736 {| 270 261 263
East North Central.. +13 | -10 +10 8 2,146 +6 -6 7 3,774 || 194 209 184
West North Central..eieeess +1 -9 +2 12 1,882 || +24 +1 12 4,783 || 254 206 228
South Atlantiec...... 4| -1 +5 12 1,100 /() (x) (x) (x) x) | ()]
West South Central +1 ~6 +19 12 1,743 || +27 ~13 12 3,645 || 209 166 226
Mountain....oveeas . +3 -5 +8 [} 988 +9 -8 5 1,760 |} 201 193 206
PACIfiCiuavestacersassesensnrnsonssrnae -1 -7 +14 12 3,444 || 434 4 10 5,942 || 184 136 178
Hardware...... cevesrrrenanen “en +11 +2 +5 167 68,370 +8 5] 130 147,754 I 254 260 263
Middle Atlanticieseseses . +14 0 +5 36 10,252 || +12 0 21 15,524 || 200 204 206
East North Central......... +15 +3 +12 32 13,806 +9 -2 29 29,278 | 235 246 247
+18 +6 +2 19 11,978 -2 -2 19 . 33,113 | 276 334 300
0} -14 0 21 4,576 +4 +5 17 10,758 {| 276 264 223
+11 | 13 + 13 5,499 i +15 +1 11 10,163 || 202 159 230
£ +6 0 12 5,262 || +15 +4 7 7,711 || 259 238 244
+5 +1 -1 8 2,347 +7 -5 4 3,212 §| 337 289 361
PacifiCeerecescacnsssroreescrscsonnncns +6 +4 +6 23 14,206 || +17 0 19 36,988 || 291 268 307
Industrial 1AESarseasunnarnsersasinseee 491 43 +1 137 22,863 || 41 + 108 37,001 | 190 | 198 | 192
e eaar +5 ~3 +1 10 1,251 [¢] 0 9 2,679 || 235 242 224
Middle Atlantie... +4 0 -6 27 4,036 -1 +2 19 6,318 || 193 203 184
East North Central.. +13 -1 +6 25 5,514 |} +10 +4 23 8,817 || 164 169 | 156
West North Central.. o] +2 +8 10 1,436 || =2 +2 [ 1,972 || 171 | 174} 181
South Atlantic..eivecersssccecnses +19 1 +10 -1 20 2,102 +4 +2 16 4,160 || 218 253 238
East South Central.. +3 + -2 9 2,419 -1 -2 8 4,134 1 175 | 181 186
+17 +9 +2 26 45817 -1 -1 16 5,997 | 199 | 193 220
-7 -2 -0 10 1,288 || -10 0 9 2,923 || 240 243 234
+7 4 -13 =1 132 5,306 +4 +2 81 13,802 || 356 359 289
o] -1 A 8 376 || (x) | (%) [£3) [€3) T &
+0| ~30 |. -9 41 1,791 §| +11 -3 19 3,313 ff 331 295 276
+28 +3 +10 42 1,530 jj +10 4 30 4,521 § 326 396 326
-8 1 -32 o] 13 456 -1 +2, 11 2,148 || 478 449 319
5| a4 | -5 5 182 || (x} | (%) (x) (x) (x| (1 (x
South Central. . . 3] -8 +8 5 w8 () | (x (x) (x) (x) | (=) | (x)
PACITI0u s srvnsrnareeroreonanvrnnenseen ~14 | 35 -1 15 8| -6 +2 12 2,99 Il 377 | 347 1 237

See footnotes ‘at end of table.
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See footnotes at end of table.

Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) St;:];x}es
Percent change June 1953 panel Percent changel June 1953 panel {percent)
Geographic division June 1953 |6 mOs.! Number of June 1953 | Number of
and £ rOmm— 1953 estab-~ Reported £70m~~ estab- Reported
kind of business from |i14ishments dollar lishments | dollar June | June Moy
June | May gglggg *| report- values f yune May report- values 1953 | 1952 |1953
1952 | 1953 (add 000)[|1952 | 1953 (add 000)

Lomber and building maberials.cceeeceseses 491 +12 +4 81 $ 15,598 4 =9 60 14§ 13,276 111 121 | 145
Middle Atlantic....uiinuannsn +19 | 418 +5 19 3,787 -2 + 11 1,403 54 65 67
East North Central. +6 | +16 +7 12 1,827 | +17 0 9 1,434 105 93] 123
West North Central. -22 | -~14 -1 7 631 +8 -2 4 398 126 97 ] 120
South Atlantic, -2 -2 -1 12 1,774 || +18 +1 10 1,700 172 156 { 173
South Central..,. . ~1] =13 +9 4 786 || (x) {x) {x) {x) {x) (x) | (x)
Mountain., . . +24 | H0 +6 7 3,197 f -17 ~26 6 2,792 92 145 182
Pacific........ betsiresserasecsrennren +14 +5 +5 7 1,512 =5 -6 6 2,004 140 168 | 158

" Machinery equipment, supplies (except

electrical) . vou.. +4 0 -3 59 © 9,252 +1 =1 45 17,945 235 242 | 238
New England, +17 +6 +5 5 457 1| ~15 +1 4 976 294 4181 317
Middle Atlantic.. +48 | +16 -6 8 1,572 +7 +1 5 1,994 135 191 157

East North Central. +14 -5 -3 12 1,875 +5 4 9 2,241 154 171] 146
South Atlantic,.. +6 | -10 +3 7 791 -6 =5 b 2,14& 294 328 277

=33 -13 -3 14 1,185 +4 -1 13 7,141 611 3971 529

=221 -12 -10 9 1,503 -4 -1 5 1,965 303 1891 200

+18 -1 +21 43 16,661 || +29 +1 39 27,551 169 156 | 166

Paints and varnishes....verereossecancroens +11 -6 +11 49 6,507 -1 +7 45 17,450 274 306 | 242

Plumbing and heating supplies............. 4313 1 +10 -2 136 19,410 +4 =5 116 31,024 1781 -192 | 204
New England........ +3 | 419 -2 6 27 | (x) (x) {x) {x} )| (=)
Middle Atlantic.. +10 § 411 +1 32 2,726 +3 -1 25 4,257 17 193] 202
East North Central.... +10 | +10 +% 16 1,553 +1 -7 14 2,979 216 234 | 260
West North Central, +20 -6 +10 16 1,812 +1 ~4 14 3,309 196 232 189
South Atlantic..... +16 | +10 -3 39 8,807 +5 -6 39 14,103 160 176 | 187
East South Central, +8 | +13 -10 10 1,934 +5 ~8 9 3,145 165 1701 203
PaCifiCeesrsrrransisnsanscnccnnen +24 | 426 + 5 1,324 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x| (%)

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial) +25 | +13 +17 T4 3,529 § +10 +3 62 43596 167 185 176
Middle Atlantic.iisveeroericnneconsasa +28 | 410 +16 15 1,059 {| +15 +4 12 1,262 160 176 | 162
East North Central. +11 | 48 +10 18 446 49 +2 13 609 177 192 | 272
West Norih Central. 474 | +46 +28 5 264 1| +34 +1L 5 443 168 218 | 220
South Atlantic... +11 +4 +21 25 1,051 +6 +2 25 1,728 164 172 169
South Central . 471 46 17 4 493 1+(x) | {x) (x) (x) ()| ()] (x)
Pacific..... +39 | #11 +7 4 122 ff (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {(x)] (x)

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies.... +17 1 412 +5 35 5,906 9 -2 30 6,842 124 1341 141
New England...veeeivnnanne +15 +6 -5 5 689 +3 -2 5 1,258 182 204 | 197
Middle Atlantic.... +51 ] 433 +10 6 1,165 it 415 <10 5 y 1,017 94 129 | 140
East North Central. +14 +8 +1 9 L 2,324 fF 411 0 6 2,256 110 1141 120
South Atlantic.veeiiiceransn +14 +4 +16 [ 890 JI +13 +3 6 1,243 140 141 | 142

<

D2 R . -1 +12 4+l 37 1,932 i -14 4 30 714 43 50 49
Middle Atlantlc.. -11 +6 -2 8 485 || +25 -7 7 111 23 17 26
East North Central,... ~5 +8 0 10 454 || <30 -6 9 157 37 50 42
West North Central. 5| 40 0 4 174 ) (x) {x) {x) (x) {x) (x)| (x)
South Atlantic... +81 +10 +6 5 476 -6 +17 4 256 61 72 56
PacifiCeseeveranssierennannas 4| 411 ~5 7 261 {| ~25 +7 6 138 61 81 66

Chemicals, industrial...ccessvereerecansans +23 +6 +21 14 3,042 +2 +3 12 2759 60 - 73 61

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)... +1 -7 +7 22 2,961 || +10 +5 13 4,704 255 239 226

Coalieovrunnns B +2 +4 ~4 20 3,323 +3 +11 17 4,907 156 153 149

Confectionery...cueana. Ceenasseana +5 0 +1 37 2270 +9 +2 21 699 103 981 100
Middle Atlantie.... eaens +5 1 41 +2 6 353 +6 +8 4 216 101 100 93
East North Central. [P +15 +4 4 4 121 f| (x) (x) {x) {x) ()7 (x) | (%)
South Atlantic..... taresennen +7 +2 +5 10 238 || +20 -2 [ 170 102 91§ 104
East South Centrale..ieeevirseenisnsnne 11 0 -2 9 214 -9 -5 4 21 48 55 32

Dairy and poultry proQuctS...esiooees PR +21 +7 +5 25 8,005 || +14 +22 17 4,132 62 65 56

Drugs and sundries {liquor excluded):..... 81 43 +6 202 61,890 Il (%) (%) ) ) %) 1 (A
New Bnglande..cesocecsnnernasnn e +12 +9 +4 13 2,969
Middle Atlantic.... +7 -1 +6 27 10,742
East North Central. +13 +8 +7 28 11,068
Weat North Central +2 +5 +4% 18 5,826
South Atlantiec... +9 +3 +6 30 6,915
Easi South Central.. +6 +3 +5 16 3,478
West South Central.. +8 +2 +5 30 7,700
Mountain..c...vueae +5 +4 +2 14 3,118 : -

PACIFiCe +usrsnannrenenn 7] s +7 26 10,076 || (%) | (% (%1 *) GERNGR G

Dry g00A8.eescarsacesas . +8 [¢] 9 168 36,613 || +20 +7 138 80,687 262 237 | 248

" New England.. . +2 -4 +1 7 674 || +35 -1 7 1,201 178 136 | 174
Middle Atlantic.... . +#81 -10 +12 51 6,729 || +18 +1 39 10,983 230 210 228
East North Central,... . +18 +9 +18 15 4,398 || +35 +8 15 8,343 190 165 | 191
Wegt North Central...... . +6 0 +9 18 12,198 || +18 +5 16 35,501 293 262 279
South Atlantic........ . +5 -5 +4 23 3,408 || +15 +15 17 9,073 298 276 | 248
East Scuth Central.... +13 -2 +2 15 1,366 || +11 + 10 3,698 358 3631 335
West South Central.. +2 +3 +2 13 2,072 )| +20 +20 13 5,211 251 2131 216

+1 0 +2 6 464 +9 -2 6 1,535 33 304 ) 340
+10 +8 +12 20 5304 || +25 49 15 5,142 233 212 | 220

Farm SUPPLieS.ceericoareasersoensnctonneen 14| =19 -~11 19 2,620 || ~14 -6 10 892 66 64 72

Fresh fruits and vegetables..... =3 ] 416 -4 59 7,895 42 +1 37 1,193 25 23 28
New England.. 8 +40 =7 4 29, x) | (x) (€3] (€3] S NCEEGE
Middle Atlantie.. . -8 | +12 -8 16 1,746 +8 +21 8 222 30 26 26
East North Central.... cevase +3 | +21 e 14 3,040 +4 +7 8 364 26 25 3
West North Central...... s +5 | +11 -8 7 723 +6 -6 7 189 26 23 31
South Atlantic....se.. vres -3 -2 -5 5 307 | -22 + 4 35 13 16 12
Eaat South Central.... . 3| 423 -9 5 360 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (=)
PacifiCeieasevrononssesnanens . -2 | +18 -5 5 1,175 || -18 =23 4 111 10 iz 16
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WHOLESALER' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
JUNE 1953
- [Data'are shovn by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stoilf—siles
© ratios
Geographic division Percent change June 1953 panel Percent change June 1953 panel {percent)
€ Pan a ° June 1953 | 6 mos.| Number -of | Reported June 1953 |Number .of | Reported
{rom-- 1953 estab- dollar from~-- estab- dollar
kind of Dusiness - from |lishments| values lishments | values igg; ig?g ifg‘é
June | May 6 mos.| report- June | May report-
1952 | 1953 | 19522 | ing (sad 000) || 1950 | 1953 ing | (add 000)
Groceries, 10taLlcusrreeensrrnaonesivrenns +2 +6 +3 851 $140,770 +1 -3 634 $134,546 123 125 135
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers®... +1 +4 8] 558 57,302 ~4 ~4 465 56,572 121 126 131
New England..... e +2 +5 +5 7 1,716 +9 +2 6 2,618 161 151 166
Middle Atlantic. . +7 +4 +5 21 3,492 +9 +2 14 3,854 133 133 134
East North Central........... . ~1 +3 -3 133 10,542 -7 -6 126 10,881 112 120 122
West North Central........... o -2 +7 +2 64 7,046 +1 -3 50 7,065 127 124 140
South Atlantice.csieernovaine . + 5 0 65 7,831 +2 +1 37 6,354 123 123 129
East South Central.... +2 +3 -3 36 4,217 e] +1 26 4,037 132 134 133
West South Central.. +2 +4 +1 101 12,811 -6 -8 78 11,109 114 123 128
Mountain...e.s..e .. +3 +12 +4 25 2,874 -3 -6 24 3,398 120 128 144
O T -4 | -1} -3 106 6,713 | -14 | -1 104 7,25 | 116 | 129 | 127
Voluntary-group wholesalerS.essvsssesass +2 +6 +4 179 55,868 45 -3 139 54,776 124 122 138
New England..vevvacessen o +9 +8 +7 9 3,895 +8 -3 7 2,011 103 164 120
Middle Atlantic..... ves -3 +2 0 30 10,920 +% -2 22 7,630 112 114 124
East North Central. . +2 +6 +5 41 9,614 -2 =5 29 8,043 100 104 112
West North Central. . +2 +11 +6 61 19,342 +8 0 61 28,352 146 138 163
South Atlantic..... . . +7 +10 +2 10 2,544 +1 -2 5 1,657 106 119 126
PacifiCiceicceresrervercnesinennnnaas . -1 +2 +4 23 5,504 8] -2 10 2,690 113 107 122
Retailer-cooperative warehouses...iveuaes +11 +13 +9 19 12,327 +1 =1 12 5,962 99 108 103
Specialty lines wholesalers.... . +6 +4 +6 95 15,273 +4 -3 68 17,236 143 146 152
New England.....eeus. . +1 +24 -4 5 206 (x} (x) () (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantie... +12 +17 +7 20 3,780 +11 -7 13 3,638 114 117 148
East MNorth Central » +7 +12 -3 10 857 +8 +4 [ 198 70 | - 81 64
South Atlantic..... .o . 0 -7 +2 18 1,836 ] 0 13 1,851 112 119 102
East South Central.. -3 -10 ~4 4 456 (x} (x) (x} (x) (x) {x} (x)
West South Central.. +14 +6 +16 5 392 {x) {x) (x} (x) (x) (x) (x)
PacifiCeeuescnrecrvrcnans . -1 +4 +4 26 6,259 +3 =2 22 9,679 202 193 210
Leather and shoe findings.... ] =2 -1 ] 25 412 -2 +1 2 875 521 434 457
Middle Atlantic.......: . +15 +9 +5 6 47 (x) {x) {x) {x) (x) {x) (x)
East North Central..eve.... +7 +6 -1 5 93 (x} (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) {(x)
West North Central....eevaes .e -8 -10 -6 4 45 {x) {x) {x) {x) (x) {x) (%)
PacifiCeieenrens . ven ~5 +2 -4 5 172 (x) (x) (%) (x) (x) (x} (x)
Meats and meat products. Q. +3 -6 38 21,641 =15 =12 34 7,696 40 49 48
Middle Atlantic... -1 7 -5 9 3,912 +1 ~14 9 1,865 48 47 59
East North Central +10 +5 -6 13 9,961 ~25 -18 12 3,585 38 56 48
South Central.ecevesecesss -1 23 +8 4 3,253 -7 = 4 1,364 42 44 45
PacifiCiveeiieneescssennes -18 b ~16 5 3,608 -2 4 4 696 32 33 31
P
Paper and its ProductSe.ccessasserenens vere 413 2 4% 62 9,621 +3 +2 41 10,068 149 162 149
New England....... . 11 +1 2 % 324 ) =) x) X (x) x) (x)
Middle Atlantic.... v +23 +2 +4 16 2,860 +3 10 2,013 109 138 108
East North Central,.. +11 -1 +6 18 3,744 ~4 +2 14 3,376 207 123 104
South Atlantie.... +8 +2 +3 8 871 (x) {x) {x) (x) (x) {x) {x)
South Central... +1 -1 0 [ 534 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacificeaecvrancannacanas +5 +10 -1 7 956 +8 +2 6 2,613 384 358 422
Petrolemlseeecaeanne saesvaernes +17 +h +2 28 5,482 ~-27 -1 28 5,004 91 146 96
Shoes and other footwWear..s.veseecroressan +10 +7 +6 "33 25,754 +11 +6 30 81,517 319 316 321
Tobacco -products. .ovecvecesnrssssesssvonne +4 +5 +2 282 45,29 ~3 g 165 17,022 56 60 59
New England..... .. +4 +5 +3 35 3,686 +7 +26 14 1,119 89 91 71
Middle Atlantice..... . +5 +3 +3 58 145961 -1i0 -3 35 6,863 59 71 63
East North .Central..... . . +8 +7 +4 66 9,596 +2 -3 38 2,719 48 51 54
West North Central.....vavinianeveonce -2 +6 -2 42 5,268 -3 +1 31 2,206 53 53 56
South Atlantic...... a +2 +4 +3 25 5,690 +5 -3 19 2,517 55 52 59
East South Central... . -4 +4 -1 14 1,805 +5 +3 9 694 &7 42 L 47
West South Central... . +2 +5 -2 24 2,061 -9 +1 8 451 54 57 55
Mountain...ceenes .e + +2 0 8 485 413 +3 7 320 69 61 67
Pacificeecvons . +3 +8 -2 10 1,742 +2 +6 4 133 54 57 54
Wines and spiritse. . eanne +13 -2 +8 258 84,826 0 +6 220 111,061 153 172 143
New England..... - e +19 +19 +6 16 3,734 +14 + 12 2,728 113 110 128
Middle Atlantic.... +25 +6 +16 44 29,294 +6 +10 43 35,971 130 154 127
East North Central... +26 -4 +12 38 11,407 +8 +7 32 13,894 140 159 129
West North Central... 0 -10 +3 31 6,801 +2 +11 27 10,252 222 217 171
South Atlantic..... +10 +3 +3 43 11,479 0 8] 41 17,490 156 17 160
East South Central.... +10 -1 +4 11 2,106 -1 +3 9 45347 239 272 235
West South Central.. - -6 -29 -3 34 6,137 -2 +10° 30 13,322 220 211 143
Mountaine.eeeeans e “+18 +7 +22 11 2,655 0 -8 10 2,460 110 128 127
Pacific..ivvrcaesneens P -3 -3 +5 30 11,213 -22 ) 16 10,597 158 192 165
Miscellaneous...... O +13 -8 +3 31 75496 +8 -5 19 8,173 144 156 136

L]

Insufficient data to show separately.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventor-
ies in conjunction with sales, No adjustment is made in these caluulations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade 1o trade.

Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

" The United States. total and fotals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to.a geographic division.

Data withheld because of incomplete reporting of inventories at time of publication. This information will be available on request on or
about August 15, 1953,

Not affiliated with voluntary or ccoperatlve groups. .
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do mot have State control or monopoly distribu-
tion at the vholesale level.

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarigzing all reports received in time for tebulation. Since coverage

varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made. .
States comprising geographic divisions

Fast South Central {(Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn,)

West South Central (Ark., La., Okla,, Texas)
East North Central (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) ‘South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.

West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., ¥la., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

New England (Comn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vi.)
Middle Atlamtic (N.J., N.Y., Pa.)

Inquiries concerning this report should be addressed toc: Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D, C.
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REPORTY

JULY 1953 SEPTIMDES 4 1953

SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted
to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,413 wholesale establishments in various lines
of business.

- SALES

July 1953 sales of merchant wholesalers increased 2 percent over the previous month and were 7 percent
above a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first 7 months of 1953 were 6 percent higher than for the corres-
ponding period in 1952.

Six of the nine geographic divisions -experienced sales gains over June 1953 and seven of the nine re-
flected gains over July a year ago. The West North Central Division and the Pacific Division--~up 5 percent
over last month--shared the largest gains over June 1953. The East North Central Division wregistered the
largest increase over July 1952 with an increase of 10 percent. The East South Central and West South Cen-
tral Divisions reported decreases of 2 percent and 1 percent, respectively, over July a year ago.. In all
divisions, cumulative sales for the first 7 months of 1953 were above sales in the corresponding pericd of
last year, the principal inerease (9%) being shown in the Mountain Division. )

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 19 trades experienced sales gains of 1 to 42 percent
over the previous month. Jewelry wholesalers reported sales at the same level as a month earlier, while 17
trades indicated declines--the sharpest drop (23%) being shown by farm supplies wholesalers. Thirteen of the
seventeen durable goods trades reflected increased sales over a year ago. Three trades--appliance whole-
salers, furniture and house furnishings wholesalers, and machinery, equipment, and supplies distributors--
reported decreases ranging from 4 percent to 14 percent, and one trade, Jewelry wholesalers, remained at the
same sales level as a year ago. Sales for the first 7 months of 1953 were ahead of a year ago in 31 of the
37 trades, with coal wholesalers reflecting the principal increase, 24 percent.

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of July were slightly down (1%) as compared with
stocks on hand June 30, but were 9 percent above inventories of July 3, 1952. Based on the reporis of 3,441
establishments submitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the July stock-sales ratio of
161 percent was 6 points below that reported for the previous month.

The largest inventory decrease from the previous month was 3 percent,which was shared by the New England
and Pacific Divisions. Inventory decreases were also shown by four other divisions. An opposite trend was
reflected by the Mountain Division (+1%), while inventory levels for the East South Central and West South
Central Divisions remained virtually unchanged. All geographic divisions reported larger inventories than

on hand a year ago,with increases renging from 7 percent in the New England and West North Central Divisions
) to 13 percent in the South Atlantic and Mountain Divisions.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JULY 1953

[Data are shown by geographic division, where pogsible without disclosure of individual operationﬁ

Saleg Inteniory, exdsf-ooush [at.cost). STt
Percent change July 1953 panel P July 1953 panel ercent
Geo a0 Adudnd —F";_mos. Number of BRE—{Percent ’Numberltynf (D’_
graphic division July 1953 1953 July 1953
and PO estab- Reported P estab- Reported
kind of business from |lishments | doliar lishments| dollar July | July| June
July |June |7 mosé report- values July | June report- values 1953 | 1952 1953
1952 11953 1952 ing (add 000) 1952 1953 ing (adgd 000)
United States, totalecesssraccssans +7 +2 +6 4,413 | $882,849 +9 =1 3,441 |$1,183,381 161 158 167
New England.secacscessvovssascsanannss +8 0 +7 263 38,320 +7 -3 193 42,954 149 152 154
Middle Atlantic...ceveveae +8 -1 +7 782 167,507 +11 -2 597 182,933 137 136 136
East North Central.... +10 +1 +7 * 839 163,018 +9 -1 678 195,051 139 139 140
West North Central. +8 +5 +6 550 114,790 +7 -1 414 179,581 179 181 192
+2 +4 +4 558 98,712 +13 -1 b4d, 133,941 162 146 172
East South Central.... -2 2 +4 219 38,360 +11 o 169 53,707 166 146 157
West South Central.. -1 0 +3 407 75,101 +8 0 321 114,999 186 167 187
Mountain..eeeeens +4 -3 +9 183 28,655 +13 +1 150 39,594 163 152 156
Pacific..cauas +7 +5 +6 562 117,851 +10 -3 425 151,198 168 165 185
Automotive SUPPlieS.euvaseasscsoacnrarsncacas +8 +4 +8 381 22,986 +3 +1 222 14,837 243 256 254
New England..... nes +7 +8 +13 20 803 +3 +1 16 827 242 213 256
Middle Atlantic...... . +11 +10 +7 51 1,322 -1 -1 49 2,852 225 252 249
East North Central. o 17 +11 +8 66 | - 4,516 +1 +2 51 5,163 207 239 209
West North Central . 49 +2 +8 90 5,297 + +2 19 1,518 292 276 268
South Atlantic..... N 7 +3 +10 21 3,950 +7 o 14 1,661 302 308 296
West South Central... .e +4 +4 +6 14 2,436 +5 +1 9 1,825 281 238 308
Mountaine.eacarses . 422 +5 +18 27 1,100 +12 -3 17 1,252 267 267 327
PaCifiCevserassensonsasscsconsnarssassses -3 ~4 +6 89 2,845 +1 +3 44 3,685 260 279 273
Electrical group, totalssasscrecncnciacsrnnes +6 +h +10 712 173,535 +21 -5 648 238,244 145 128 157
Full-line wholesalers..veveesvcseras . +8 +5 +10 455 136,975 +18 -6 448 192,977 142 130 159
New Englandecacesecssees vee . +7 0 +8 34 7,417 +6 4 34 12,042 162 163 168
Middle Atlanticiicceasss | 413 +11 +8 64 21,592 +14 -6 62 27,710 130 129 153
East North Ceritral.... . 413 +8 +10 89 30,998 +13 -6 88 39,545 128 128 147
West North Central,... S +h +11 45 11,453 +12 ~8 45 16,398 143 146 | 163
South Atlantic.seceeccsnensavs PR -3 +6 +6 68 19,799 +25 -5 66 29,662 154 119 172
East South Centraliseecsrcses . -7 -8 +15 29 7,224 +36 4 28 10,418 148 100 142
West South Central.ceveescvnns . -5 -10 +9 48 13,319 26 ~5 48 22,345 168 127 158
Mountain...... B o415 +6 +20 21 4,644 +32 -7 21 7,064 152 133 174
PaCifiCesecesnacccnnronasannsnnssnsnnsees| +19 +11 +15 57 20,529 +18 -9 56 27,793 136 137 167
Wiring supplies,construction materials .

distributors... +15 =3 +7 130 12,389 +14 0 96 13,566 143 146 140
New England..ecescosnesvecs +32 -1 0 13 828 +6 +9 % 25 %7 1537 7131
Middle Atlantic..eeeecens +1 -6 +1 27 1,301 +8 +2 21 2,108 183 168 171
East North Central. 422 -1 +6 31 4,030 +11 -1 25 4,598 142 157 140
West North Central.. +8 =9 +10 9 1,229 +17 -2 7 1,284 182 168 163
South AtlantiCeccesaassansa +21 +8 +19 19 2,268 +8 -1 16 1,945 94 107 105
South Central. P 4] -16 -2 10 1,371 +33 +6 6 1,441 156 125 128

Mountain.... ceene -3 -3 +7 6 397 (x) | (x) (x) (x) () | =)} (x)
PaCifiC.seesesnnsecrercnvorssrnancannvons +29 +1 +17 15 965 +24 - 14 1,640 171 178 174
Appliances and specialiies wholesalers..... ~8 +1 +13 127 24,171 +44 +4 104 31,701 167 110 157
New England.ssessesesenvansersosnnacasses] +18 +16 +25 14 2,199 +33 -3 11 2,075 110 101 137
Middle Atlantic.. seevaran -9 +10 +13 23 9,047 +50 +10 16 8,458 155 100 141
East North Central . +4 -5 +18 18 2,614 +36 +6 13 4,187 205 150 174
West North Central B -1 -6 +20 14 1,309 +28 -1 12 2,860 226 175 213
South Atlantic.... . =10 +3 +10 25 3,779 +70 -3 24 5,726 170 97 189
South Central . =22 =17 4 14 2,126 +14 +4 12 2,864 138 94 110
Mountain. . . -6 =19 19 7 1,197 437 -3 7 2,277 190 130 159
PacifiCeicecesscencas . =17 +1 +6 12 1,900 +64 +11 9 3,254 186 91 167
Furniture and house furnishingS.ssisessesvess -4 -11 +7 87 13,310 +27 o 68 27,153 236 176 210

New England.seeses o 18| +12 4 675 (x) x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
‘Middle Atlantic... +5 -10 +2 16 2,100 +15 +3 12 4,582 290 258 251
East North Central.. -2 =29 +8 9 1,634 +17 -2 8 3,989 276 225 194
West North Central.. -2 ~-15 +1 13 1,625 +23 -6 13 4,578 282 224 255

South Atlantice..e.es +8 -25 +6 12 824 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Central.. -2 -6 +11 1L 1,558 +71 +14 11 3,989 256 113 210
Mountainesessceessss -14 -11 +4 7 1,041 +18 +3 5 1,809 247 191 201
PacifiCessercrceransscscrnorssssarnssrane -1 +6 +11 12 3,639 +37 -5 10 5,672 166 118 184
Hardware.... . +7 -6 +5 175 65,528 +13 -1 148 151,701 264 252 252
. +13 -11 +6 37 9,324 +18 0 3 18,934 227 220 203
g o+12 -2 +12 33 13,636 +14 -1 30 29,385 240 235 236
. +15 -7 +4 19 11,155 -1 4 19 31,885 286 330 276
. [¢] +2 0 25 4,943 +10 +3 21 11,671 272 246 272
East South Central. . -4 20 +3 14 4,628 +23 +3 13 10,424 245 192 187
West South Central. . +1 -8 0 15 5,169 +15 0 9 8,940 284 244 272
Mountain..eeeesnss . +2 0 o] 8 2,358 +16 -3 5 3,567 326 281 334
PacifiCiessecacsrseoocsasssornasssncsnnne +5 -2 +6 21 13,909 +21 -3 17 35,821 285 249 291
Industrial supplieS.sssssssoess ceereensans| 413 -5 +3 152 22,635 +4 -3 125 37,969 192 207 194
New England,.... vesesmnae +4 ~5 +1 15 1,242 -2 =25 14 2,6 230 246 300
Middle Atlantic... er . +8 -6 b 31 3,962 -6 -7 24 6,590 193 222 196
Xast North Central...... . . +23 -1 +8 26 5,450 +11 -2 24 9,049 170 188 172
West North Central..ccc.veeaase . -3 =13 +6 11 1,670 +7 [s] 9 2,889 198 195 176
South AtlantiCiessacessrscssecse 4 410 ~13 +1 21 1,996 +11 -2 17 4,169 236 231 203
East South Central....... . 12 0 0 10 2,269 +3 -3 9 3,613 163 177 168
West South Central.... . o#21 -5 +4 29 4,855 +1 -5 19 6,098 186 201 196
PacifiCsiecrossrnoncnass . +5 -1 +1 9 1,191 +3 ~1 9 2,873 241 245 241
JEWEITYosasssesossosesransssasancsesasncasans ¢} -19 -1 132 4,297 +9 +7 79 14,113 450 405 361
New England...... g 20 A B 268 (x; [€3) =) ) ORECGEEGHE
Middle Atlantic.... . -5 ~24 -8 41 1,367 + +2 2L 3,598 446 353 339
East North Central. . -1 ~29 +9 39 1,023 +16 +11 26 4,598 508 434 320
West North Central.... . +18 +33 +2 i2 586 +5 +8 11 2,225 380 427 467

South AtlantiGeseseeseans aee +81 -i0 4 5 164 | (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
South Central. vas o 16 -1 +9 6 171 +25 +14 4 325 353 350 345
PacifiCieessneserssaarsancsasaces . -8 -18 -2 18 710 +2 +5 11 2,725 455 414 421

See footnotes at end of table.
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Stock-sales

‘_ ratios

) Percent chatnige July 1953 panel Percent change July 1953 panel

Geographic division "July 1953 | 7 mos.| Number of | Reported July 1953 | Number of | Reported

and from-- 1953 | estab- dollar from-- estab- dollar
kind of business from | lishments | valyes lishments| values July | July | June
July | June |7 mos. report- July | June report- 1953 | 1952 | 1953
1952 |1953 | 1952% ing | (add 000) | 1955 | 1os3 ing | (ead 0OD)

Lumber and building materialS.e.veseesescss +6 =3 +5 81 $15,211 +11 +7 59 $13,371 125 123 112
Middle Atlantic...eees.. +29 +11 +9 18 4,060 0 -2 11 1,374 4y 63 54
East North Central... +14 +5 +9 12 1,924 +30 0 9 1,440 104 86 105
West North Central. +5 +2 o} 7 645 +9 -2 4 389 105 116 126
South Atlantic... +1 +12 0 12 1,988 +3 +2 10 1,726 181 177 172
South Central. 11 -13 6 5 8334 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Mountain..e... -5 -27 +4 7 2,319 +15 +39 5 2,823 200 177 89
PACIfiCitseecieenserotenrnocnencsnnnanse -5 -3 +4 7 1,441 ~4 =1 6 2,066 144 144 143

Machinery equipment, supplies (except

€16CHTICAL) s uvarnrnianenresensnraannnnees | <14| 13 -4 57 7,512 +5 -1 45 17,730 | 273| 223] 240
New England... +14 =12 +7 5 402 -14 0 4 974 329 471 294
Middle Atlanticieieeen.. +26 =11 -2 8 1,398 +11 0 5 1,998 154 177 135
East North Central... -8 ~20 -4 11 1,291 +8 -1 8 1,971 211 196 168
South Atlanticeiceseasns -2 ~14 +2 8 704 -3 «3 6 2,088 323 332 295
South Central... 46 +10 -1 14 1,303 +9 -1 13 7,078 .559 273 611
Pacific.ceeypas -20 -3 =12 8 1,117 +5 +2 6 2,161 283 203 293

MetalSeeonronnrernncnnenns +19 -2 +21 45 16,494 +29 -2 41 27,109 168 154 168

Paintg and vArnishesS..ieeivesvnivnesnnnnnes +15 +3 +12 49 6,817 +4 4 45 18,400 275 306 272

Plumbing and heating Supplief.s..s.eeeseees +2 -5 -1 138 18,511 0 -3 116 29,869 |- 1g0| 183| 178
New Englandececesacsnes +7 +15 0 7 373 ) {x) x) (x) x) (x) (x)

+8 =5 +2 31 2,499 +3 -3 24 3,847 178 186 175

+13 +3 +6 17 1,663 +4 0 14 2,977 213 228 216

csrenanevsananoas +6 -5 +9 16 1,718 +7 [¢] 14 3,297 206 204 196

South Atlanticeissscncracenvneesenasses 0 4 -3 39 8,468 +4 ~4 39 13,487 159 152 160
-2 29 -9 10 1,761 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)
PRCifiCevensenscrssnensennreneencnsnnns +2 ~18 +3 5 1,086 | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial) +16 -4 +17 69 3,054 +11 +1 60 4,143 172 w77 165
Middle AtlantiCesieeneoceecsennnnnsnnas +23 +1 +17 14 993 +13 +1 12 1,145 146 156 143
East North Central..... 41 -6 +8 18 420 +17 +4 13 634 201 192 177
West North Central...... +23 -16 +27 5 223 -2 -5 5 421 189 236 168
South Atlantice.seseees. +9 +2 +18 24 841 +18 +3 24 1,491 177 164 176
South Central..evas. +29 -23 320 4 3781 (x) (x) (x) v) (x) {x) (x)

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies..... +3 -4 +5 34 5,517 +13 -1 29 6,551 128 120 123
Middle Atlantie........,.. +16 ~17 +11 6 965 +21 0 5 1,019 115 112 94
East North Central. -6 ~7 0 9 2,171 +20 -3 [ 2,188 115 95 110
South Atlentic..... +17 +10 +16 .6 976 +12 ~3 [ 1,207 124 129 140
South Central..... -12 +1 +2 4 556 +5 +2 4 755 136 114 134
Pgeific....... .. +8 +15 +1 4 370 ~1 +10 4 553 149 162 155

Beervs v tnisensanncn ereseracnsevans -3 +16 4] 34 2,331 -2 +10 28 791 37 38 41
Middle Atlantie... [} +49 -1 8 713 +34 +52 7 169 24 18 23
East North Central. ~+7 +23 +1 9 681 ~24 +1 9 181 27 37 32
West North Central. -24 -20 -5 5 139§ (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic,.... -7 +2 +3 4 478 Y (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PaCifiCeresarsnesenns S 10 [RTY R) 6 263 21 0 5 126 s1]  es| 61

Chemicals, industri@leseeseseecsocecensoans +14 -8 +20 17 3,081 +9 +4 14 1,955 69 72 61

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes).... +7 +24 +7 18 3,554 +19 +6 11 4,879 195 193 255

£08L e enccntasnenussssoneserncseannsscencas +24 -14 -1 20 2,857 -9 +2 18 5,000 181 249 153

COnLeCtionerY e cneessnsssercernoacnensases +4 +2 +1 40 1,314 +8 -1 22 T4 113 112 121
Middle Atlantic...... =) A +2 6 21 x) ) (x) x) {x) (x) )
East North Central... 241 +20 +7 4 WUst (x) | (x) (x) (x) . x) | (x) ] (x)
South Atlanticies.... +7 +3 +5 10 245 +24 +2 . 6 174 99 87 102
East South Central.. -5 -2 -2 10 212 -7 +13 5 27 57 59 51
West South Central.ievavesseegraasnann. +16 +15 -3 4 1701 (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)

Dairy and pouliry productS..ciscessssesesss +21 +8 +7 25 8,752 -~29 <24 18 3,190 42 T4 63

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)....... +6 +2 +6 208 64,930 +6 +2 167 98,565 186 187 188
New Englande.eeesscesccceercinnas . +7 +1 +4 12 3,151 +3 +2 10 4,072 169 174 168

ens +6 +1 +6 28 10,759 +11 +5 20 11,422 167 164 166
ey +8 -1 +7 28 11,266 +9 +2 21 14,250 162 161 157
ves +4 +4 +h 20 6,374 +8 +2 17 10,272 188 175 192
South APlantiCiseseeeesresesssnuonaenss +7 +6 +6 31 7,620 +6 o] 23 11,265 188 188 202
East South Central..cvsverevssas N +3 +5 +5 16 3,637 -2 +3 12 5,593 187 197 192
West South Central.. . +3 +2 +5 34 8,386 +1 +3 29 16,787 240 242 237
Mountain.......... . +1 +3 +2 13 2,243 +3 +2 11 4,892 229 225 230
PaCIfiCitneriaiarerinciecnasnesnrnanes +11 +4 +8 26 11,494 +7 Q0 24 20,012 175 181 181

Dry 008 s s vavnranresanentsennoonsresances +10 +12 +9 169 41,226 +21 +5 138 86,310 247 227 264
New Englanfesessesesseencsesenoensennas -2 -2 0 6 575 +14 +10 6 1,036 180 155 161
Middle Atlantic..... . -1 ~14 +10 48 5,595 +21 +3 35 10,725 288 229 229
East North Central.. . +14 +13 +17 15 4,958 +33 +2 15 8,509 172 148 190
West North Central.. . 424 +19 +11 17 14,405 +19 +8 15 37,966 265 277 294
South Atlanticesesecesesas . +2 +28 +4 25 4,562 +16 +2 19 9,802 235 206 299
East South Central....... . +12 +25 +3 15 1,714 +19 +15 10 4,245 319 302 358
West South Central..... . -4 +25 +1 16 2,997 27 +8 15 6,745 229 176 262
Mountain.eeeearesaoanen . +1 +3 +2 ) 480 +13 +4 6 1,599 333 297 331

[ . +5 +8 +11 21 5,940 +20 -4 17 5,683 238 197 246

BT SUDPLIeS 1 tasarearnreracsonsnsnsnnsns =23 -22 ~13 20 2,075 =23 ~3 10 748 70 65 58

Fresh fruits and vegetables... -5 9] —4 62 7,901 -2 -5 38 761 16 15 16
New England.eecesscvesenes -13 +14 ~14 [ 513 -4 +6 4 51 24 21 29
Middle Atlantic... =15 +15 -9 17 1,692 ~12 =12 8 21 5 5 5
East Norih Central.. +8 -9 +5 15 2,873 ~22 -6 9 137 10 12 8
West North Central.. -17 +30 ~10 7 939 +9 +4 7 197 21 16 26
South Atlantic...... -35] -31 -9 4 186 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
East South Central.. vees -9 <16 -9 5 301 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
12100 8 o 2 P, +5 -2 -3 5 1,151 -23 -23 4 86 8 11 10

See foctnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALER' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JULY 1953
[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]
Sales u Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) S'boz}_s—sales
o Percent change July 1953 panel lPemen‘t. ctange| July 1953 panel (zz ré:?ﬂ'.)
Geograpl;:.‘g division July 1953 |7 pog.|Number of Reported July 1953 | Number of | Reported
\ind of business from—- 1053 | estab~ dollar from-- | egtab- | dollar | July |July |June
from lishments values - lishments | values 1953 11952 | 1953
July | Juve |y pog | report- July | June | report-
1952 | 1953 | 19502 ing (add 000)|| 1952 | 1953 ing (add 000)

Groceries, total.sssesesesrsossossssasrsos 46 +8 +3 878 | $156,665 -1 -1 706 | $135,370 | 113 120 ] 124
Nen-affiliated full-line wholesalers' ... +3 +8 o] 575 63,935 -6 0 481 59,100 113 123 122
Hew Englandeeseacecescsnssascseronneses +7 b +5 7 1,791 +12 4 6 2,513 148 143 161
+10 +6 +6 21 3,748 +14 +10 .14 4,143 135 130 129
+4 +5 -2 136 11,380 -6 +4 129 12,043 116 128 117
+3 +14 +2 65 8,310 -1 -1 51 7,316 111 115 127
saees +6 +7 +1 67 8,722 -3 ~5 39 6,597 112 123 126
Fast South Central...... -1 +8 -3 43 5,014 -2 -4 33 4,367 117 117 131
West South Central...... . +5 +9 +2 104 14,389 =7 +5 81 12,138 in 126 114
Mountailecesonsnasanses .o 0 +12 +3 25 3,220 -6 -4 |- 24 3,251 103 110 121
PacifiCeivecencsassnnevenncns -8 +6 -4 107 7,361 24 -9 104 6,732 100 120 116
Voluntary-group wholesalers.c.eeerescace +6 +11 +5 188 64,389 +3 -2 144 53,493 111 113 125
New EDZland.».esesesscecns . +13 +5 +8 10 4,187 ¥ -5 8 2,055 92 | 100 | 106
Middle Atlantic..ssseees +8 +8 +1 - 33 12,350 +6 -2 23 7,288 112 113 118
East North Central.... +11 +12 +6 42 10,792 +3 +2 30 8,081 91 99 101
West North Central... +3 +14 +6 61 22,142 +3 -6 61| 26,747 121 120 147
South Atlantic.eses +5 +5 +3 12 3,084 +8 o 6 1,753 106 104 106
PACIfiCavacessvsssnsossnsssrasnessonnes +3 +19 +4 24 7,397 +1 +2 10 2,731 106 102 113
Retailer-cooperative warehouses..... +16 -1 +10 19 12,210 +8 +2 12 6,092 94 100 99
Specialty lines wholesalerS..cssesss +198 +6 +8 %6 16,131 4 -2 69 16,685 129 152 139

New Englandeeseceescesss -1 =11 -3 % 98 I (x) (x) (x) [€3] x) x) {x)
Middle Atlanticececosse +25 +6 +10 25 4,731 +11 +3 17 4,163 101 116 105
East North Central.. . +14 +1 -1 10 645 -+ -2 6 1954 75 69 70
South Atlantic..ececes R +10 +3 +3 15 1,584 ~12 +3 10 1,371 98 122 of

East South Central.. ereee +12 +20 -2 4 494 || (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

West South Central PO -1 -5 +13 5 371 b (%) (x} (x) (x) {x) (x) {x)
PacifiCisscenscvsnnseasnsecnssnnssaane +14 +6 +5 26 6,604 +L -5 22 9,173 185 218 204
Leather and shoe £indingS.cesscsssscronese * +6 =2 0 26 515 +1 -1 13 1,199 421 448 432

-18 26 +2 5 31| (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

+8 -13 31 5 g1l (x) {x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x}

-201 -11 -9 4 4o (x) | (x) () (x) (x) | (x) | (x)

PACITiCa e onosoonsasanasssnsssaans 416 +4 -1 7 300 | (x) (x) %) (x) (x) (x) (x)

Meats and meat products...cvessses -9 =2 =6 38 21,227 21 -9 34 6,975 37 43 40
Middle Atlanticesesesvs -7 -3 -5 9 3,693 -19 -8 9 1,565 42 48 45
East North Central . -13 -7 =7 13 9,224 =25 -10 12 3,211 37 43 38
PacifiCecascvecese sevesnarenne =10 +17 ~-15 5 4,226 -13 -1 4 686 26 29 32

Paper and its products +16 + +6 61 9,848 ~2 40 9,771 136 159 149
New England..... 57 -2 +3 4 316 i (x) (x) (x) x (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic... revaens +16 -~11 +5 i5 2,505 +2 -2 9 1,846 116 131 107
East North Central weraaes +14 ~4 +8 20 3,651 -5 =1 14 3,345 108 133 107
South AtlantiC.ceesvscoss . +18 0 +5 7 820 §| (x) (x) (€3] (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Central. ven +13 +11 +2 5 o1 () (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)}
PacifiCerecescssvesos +28 +81 +4 97 1,727 +5 -1 6 2,583 181 218 384

Petroleum. s cvssessrsnnsveannes +11 =15 +3 . 28 4,649 -26 -t 28 4,793 103 155 91

Shoes and other footwear.c..... Ceraresinae +22 +42 +9 34 36,744 +10 ady 31 78,572 216 241 320

Tobacco ProductSsssessecssssseessncrsscnse +2 +4 +2 288 48,038 +2 0 164 16,764 54 54 56
New England... aeens [¢] +2 +2 36 3,572 +9 + i3 480 48 47 48
Middle Atlantic..... cerrenr +3 +8 +3 60 16,614 0 -3 36 7,159 56 58 62
East North Central.... PRSP 43 +1 +h 65 9,571 +2 +1 ks 2,682 50 50 49
West North Central.. -4 0 -3 43 5,703 -7 +1 30 2,175 52 54 52
South Atlantic.ss.. +7 £ +3 25 5,876 +11 +6 20 2,714 56 54 55
East South Centrai. +5 +8 0 14 1,941 +11 ~7 8 516 42 43 51
West South Central. ~5 0 -2 26 2,126 -3 -1 9 448 48 47 55
MountBin..ceeeseenanen -7 +3 ~1 8 498 +21 +5 7 337 70 54 69
PACifiCeeevscsansrvennsanenssoccesracs +7 +11 0 il 2,137 +11 +13 4 253 55 50 52

: )

Wines and spirit55 eadsssasisavasceansrnees +9 -5 +8 277 83,545 +1 -1 233 110,952 157 167 150
New England.cececascnes +13 -2 +7 19 4,251 0 +1 14 2,822 105 119 95
Middle Atlantic.eessceens +12 -16 +15 49 24,665 +3 -4 48 34,529 152 163 129
East North Central.. +23 +1 +13 44 13,101 +5 -1 . 34 16,005 144 164 145
West North Central.. 0 =3 +3 36 7,559 +5 4 31 10,766 188 174 205
South Atlantic.eeess +2 -1 +3 39 10,527 +1 +1 37 15,754 154 156 150
East South Central -4 +1 +3 14 2,581 +e -2 121 . 5,17 230 213 232
West South Central -2 +7 -3 32 7,187 -5 -2 30 13,829 195 203 212
Mountaineceesesess -4 =11 +18 13 2,204 +h +4 11 2,318 132 119 109
PacifiCeccescrcesrcenesnnnvovss +15 +9 +6 31 11,470 -5 +10 16 9,752 142 175 148

MiscellaneoUS. sessrersccscasoorasrvassvess +1 -9 +3 34 6,861 +3 -1 22 8,392 183 180 148

x Insufficient data to show separately.

1 giock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting imventer-
ies in conjunction with sales. No ad justment is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade to trade.

2 TIncludes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

3 The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

"; Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribu-

tion at the Wholesale level.

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unveighted basis by summarizing all reports received in time for tabulation. Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown

may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do réflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting

data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made.

States comprising geographic divisions

New Evgland (Comnn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., vt.) Fast South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Middle Atlantic (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) West South Central (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)

Eagt North Central {I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohlo, Wis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., M.Dak., S.Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idsho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

Inquiries concerning this report should be addressed to: Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C.
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REPORT
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted to

the Bureau.of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,368 wholesale establishments in various kinds of
business. ;

SALES
August 1953 sales of merchant wholesalers decreased 6 percent from the previous month but were slightly

(1%) above a year ago. Cumulative sales for +the first eight months of 1953 were 5 percent higher than for
the same period in 1952,

A1l geographic divisions experienced decreases in sales from July 1953, with the New England, Middle At-
lantic, and Pacific Divisions sharing the principal decline (8%). Compared with August sales a year ago,
four divisions reported gains of 3 to 4 percent, four divisions reflected declines of 1 to 2 percent, while
one division--the East South Central--indicated no change. All divisions, however, noted cumulative eight
menth sales in 1953 above those in the correéesponding period of 1952.

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 24 trades experienced sales declines from the previous
month--the sharpest drop (31%) being reported by wholesalers of fruits and vegetables. Twelve other trades,
led by jewelry (up 45%), indicated sales gains, while one trade--plumbing and heating supplies--remained at
about the same level as a month earlier, About the same number of trades noted sales gains over a year ago
as reported declines. The metals trade, up 26 percent, reflected +the principal gain over a year ago, while
farm supplies, down 23 percent, indicated +the sharpest decrease. Cumulative eight month 1953 sales were
higher than for the seme period in 1952 in 27 trades--the metals trade noting the largest increase (21%).

INVENTORIES

Tnventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of August showed virtually no change from stocks on
hand July 31, but were 10 percent above inventories of August 31, 1952. Based on +the reports of 3,408 es-
tablishments submitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the August stock-sales ratio .of

170 percent was 10 points above that reported for the previous month and 15 points above that reported for
August 1952,

While the East South Central Division noted a decrease of 4 percent below July 31 inventories, all other
divisions indicated only slight changes in inventories, However, all geographic divisions reported inven-
tories from 8 to 14 percent higher than on hand a year ago. By trades there were no large changes in inven-
tories from the previous month. Inventories of appliances and specialties wholesalers, however, were 46
percent higher than a year ago-~the most substantial increase reported.
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wauLEOALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

AUGUS

T 1953

[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) St;sl;;z:les
Geographic division Percent change August 1953 panel Percent August 1953 panel (percent)
and change
kind of business A“%:g:]_fgﬁ 3 E;;g * Ng:::z_of Reported A\;gust 1953 Num:e‘z of { Reported August| August| July
from | iistments| acllar oo estab- dollar 14053 | 1952 | 1953
August| July | 8 mo. | reporting] values August| July llshmer'xts values
1952 | 1953 | 19527 (add 000) | 1952 | 1953 |TePOTHINE] (044 000)
United States, 1otal e it iioriian.s +1 -6 +5 4,368 | $828,570 +10 0 3,408 1$1,179,566 170 155 160
New England.eecsseraessscnenssssnncosncnsnnns +3 -8 +6 260 | - 35,001 +8 +1 181 42,678 180 152 145
Middle Atlentic.escsseness +4 -8 7 751 1 155,649 +10 +1 574 184,608 148 141 135
East North Central..... +4 -5 +6 849 | 154,258 +12 +2 697 200,526 150 132 140
West North Central... -1 -3 +5 550 | 110,366 +9 -1 415 174,907 180 165 177
South AtlantiCeseeses =1 =7 +3 548 92,168 +11 -1 437 133,122 171 152 161
Bast South Central. .. 0 ~4 +3 213 36,085 +9 -4 164 51,219 171 157 189
West -South Central. . -2 -5 +2 403 69,643 +10 +1 318 114,268 197 175 185
Mountaine. ... . +3 -4 48 182 28,726 +14 o} 148 41,340 168 155 163
PacifiC i rirrianoresisreronntesrasrsivsnsenses -2 -8 +5 562 | 108,221 +12 0 424 150,823 183 160 168
Automotive sUPPlieS.csecssasersonscrsrssrenss ~2 -7 +7 391 2).,572 +1 o] 222 18,698 258 257 239
Nevw England...... -8 -7 +10 20 k24 -12 «l 8 411 239 220 202
Middle Atlantic... +2 -13 +6 51 1,201 +2 +1 47 2,719 258 261 224
East North Central.. +5 -9 +8 74 4,085 -3 +1 62 5,696 234 251 215
West North Central.. ~G ~6 +6 86 5,004 +9 +1 14 1,363 272 225 236
South Atlantic,eses =10 ~11 +7 24 3,611 +4 -2 17 1,791 299 287 2838
West South Central..eseasss . ~15 -13 +3 15 2,106 +1 4 11 1,742 247 230 271
Mountalfliesssssrssensisssenne . +42 +1 +21 27 1,115 +12 ~1 17 1,243 289 257 267
PacifiCiecesesesaranassvncvssstrorasannss +7 +6 +6 91 3,077 42 0 43 3,689 277 285 260
Electrical group, $0talisseeseescscssvrersnes +1 ~16 +9 698 | 143,565 +22 +2 642 240,141 176 146 145
Full-line wholesalerS.e.esssesceessnncssrae =L ~19 +9 457 | 116,581 +19 +2 450 195,991 179 149 142
New. Englandesesesssocersseavsssssssanane 0 -13 +7 34 6,478 +2 -1 34 11,962 185 182 162
Middle Atlantic..... . +7 ~20 +8 63 17,193 +4 +2 81 28,041 165 170 130 7
East North Central.. . +4 ~18 +9 93 25,833 +21 +5 92 42,431 165 141 129
West North Central.. . +5 -16 +10 45 9,642 +15 -2 45 16,117 167 152 143
South Atlentic...eess. . -7 =20 +5 68 15,780 +19 -2 66 28,897 188 147 154
East South Central... crves =3 -26 +13 29 5,329 +34 -1 28 10,300 200 142 148
West South Central.cescessenseees . ~9 -23 +7 48 10,309 433 +1 48 22,534 219 149 168
Mountainesseeeense . -3 -18 +17 20 3,780 +24 -4 20 6,804 180 140 153
PacifiCcitcsssseersossnsennnsvins . -5 ~20 +13 57 16,237 +28 +6 56 28,905 179 133 136
Wiring supplies, construction materials
ALEribuborg.cirerstesarciciiesrarrinnnane +7 -3 +7 124 11,010 +16 +1 95 413,437 152 145 148
New Englandusessesevevrens +10 ) +1 12 667 +1 -10 4 233 163 169 147
Middle Atlantice.vesscesses +14 +8 +2 23 1,168 +11 o} 19 1,722 157 163 172
East North Central. +12 -3 +7 32 3,436 +15 +5 27 5,161 172 iy 161
West North Central. -1 =15 +9 8 969 +14 +1 6 962 173 135 153
South Atlantic..... +9 0 +18 18 2,226 +13 -2 1& 2,054 98 100 200
South Central..i.. . -7 -3 -2 12 1,390 +28 -2 8 1,588 169 135 163
Mountainesveesss . + -5 +6 6 378 [ (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) )
Pacific o +8 -3 +15 13 776 +32 +1 i2 1,414 184 150
Appiiances and specialties wholesalers.. 46 -5 +12 117 21,974 +46 +2 o7 30,713 i72 i23 1ed
New ENE1and..eeeseoesees ¥ I3 422 [ 1,553 60 32 11 Z,107 | 121 &1 1o
Middle Atlantic..... ceee +8 ~13 +12 21 7,752 +53 +8 16 8,925 184 135 154
East North Central.... +24 +30 +19 18 3,250 L Hh2 +12 13 4,350 168 141 201
West North Central.,. +39 +30 +23 14 1,708 +42 +14 12 3,158 191 189 219
South Atlantie.. -12 -19 +7 21 2,810 +86 b 21 5,721 204 97 7L
South Central.... -5 ~-16 +3 11 1,650 +12 -9 9 2,369 148 124 136
Mountain..eeeesassa -9 +1 +7 7 1,037 +33 -8 7 1,864 180 123 197
Pacificiseenannsnnan -4 +8 +5 11 1,844 +14 =16 8 2,29 132 1657 171
Furniture and house furnishingS.vescescss -1 +11 +6 83 14,182 +28 =1 - 64 25,920 216 165 237
Middle AtlantiCissssecsaerarenvnnons . -2 +23 +1 15 2,334 +25 +6 11 4,408 258 190 302
East ‘North Central. fees . +2 +24 +7 8 1,860 +17 -4 7 3,585 215 188 282
West North Central. . -2 +8 +1 1z 1,731 +21 -7 12 4,172 241 194 281
South A%lantice.... .| +20 +19 +7 12 980 |f (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Central. . -16 -1 +7 11 1,537 +54 b 1l 3,817 248 135 256
Mountain..... careen . -15 +11 +1 7 1,158 +8 -3 5 1,763 230 190 247
Pacificeeavenens esrerenaanat s Cerertened +8 b +11 12 3,782 +39 +1 10 5,747 162 27 166
Hardware.eieaenessecostrassosceorrvonsosornas Q =4 +5 168 61,732 +14 =1 141 146,650 272 237 265
Middle Atlantie..... cesevsan 5 v YA +6 32 8,168 +20 +3 27 18,097 246 211 228
East North Ceniral.... sesesivre . +11 +1 +12 32 13,505 +15 | ~2 29 28,196 236 226 238
West North Central....... P . -13 ~7 +2 17 10,058 +2 -1 17 30,895 307 261 289
South AtlantiCeeeececorsorns « +3 +6 +1 25 5,298 +15 +2 21 12,199 259 236 276
East South Central.. . +8 b +4 15 4,550 +2 -1 13 8,731 214 227 245
West South -Central . -2 -2 0 14 4,984 +17 +1 8 8,647 284 226 280
Mountaiteeeseonnaces B ~4 -9 -1 8 2,153 +16 -3 5 3,459 348 302 326
PacifiCisececesecnsrsersanesercossonannsy =3 -9 +5 22 12,698 +25 -1 18 35,287 312 241 285
Industrial supplieS..... + -5 +3 148 20,368 +4 +1 117 36,174 209 195
New England.. +4 -9 +2 16 1,145 +3 +1 L 13 2,498 278 249
Middle Atlantic. -2 -7 ~3 .29 3,730 +2 +6 .22 7,174 223 195
East North Central..... +12 4 49 25 5,259 +16 0 23 9,222 180 173
VWest North Central.. ~14 -1 +3 9 1,234 +h +2 8 1,977 193 183
South Atlantic...... +13 +9 +3 21 2,158 +2 -2 7 4,113 216 240
East South Central.. . 0 =12 0 9 1,303 +2 o 8 3,020 244 212
West South Ceniral..... +6 -8 +4 29 4,455 ] -1 17 5,866 206 185
Pacific.iiscanccencnnsns ererearenas 4 -1} 0 10 1,084 4 -1 9 2,304 224 205
JEWELrYevacesreransananes ~6 +45 -1 128 6,311 +7 +6 i 14,857 319 259 433
New England...... -13 149 +1 7 391 N {x) (x) {x} {x) (x) (x) {¥)
Middle Atlantic.... -13 +34 -9 36 1,747 -1 4 19 3,353 344 228 413
East North Central +2 +65 +8 41 1,894 +16 +5 29 5,100 299 269 471
West North Central.. +2 +37 +2 13 807 +5 +3 10 2,281 288 278 382
South Atlantic..... 9| +55 -5 5 315 {(x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (=) | (x)
South Centrals.... 32 +28 +8 5 169 || (x) x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
Pacificicsevevsvane -12 +37 4 18 980 +4 +10 11 3,093 417 360 463

See footnotes at end of table.




WHOLESALERS' SATES AND INVENTGRIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS ANMD GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

AUGUST 1953

Page 3

[Data are shown by geographic division, vhere possible without diselosure of individual operations]
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at .cost) Stock—sa]‘.es
Percent change August 1953 panel Percent August 1953 panei (32;322 +
Geographic division change

and August 1953 (8 mo. |Number of | Reported || August 1953 |[Number of | Reported
kind of business from-- 1953 egtab-~ dollar from-- esteb- dollar {lAugust|August| July
from |lishments values lishments values 1953 §j 1952 | 1953

August| July |8 mo, |reporting August| July |reporting .

1952 | 1953 |1052 |0 (add 000)}"1655 7| 1953 {ada 000)

Lumber and building meterialS.eecesecseanves -2 -5 +4 78 $14,006 +9 -1 58 $13,077 130 125 124
Middle AtlantiC.ceseessess +17 -8 +10 16 3,520 -1 +& 10 1,229 4b 59 39
East North.Central. . +4 -9 +8 11 1,541 -3 24 9 1,359 101 114 129
West North Central... -9 +8 -1 7 696 +3 -3 4 376 85 86 105

9 .15 -1 12 1,694 + 4 10 1,664 197 | 173 | s
7 423 +6 5 1,025 | (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x}
~20 -3 +1 7 2,260 +13 -3 5 2,738 199 161 200
PeeifiCivesiecasacesnearcscsonantanaasnas +4 -4 +4 7 1,380 -5 +3 & 2,136 156 169 144
Machinery equipment, supplies {except
e1etTiCal)ssenssseeesionsinsnnnrrnsnnnnse +8 +8 -3 51 7,413 +5 =1 40 15,882 260 254 276
New Ergland..... T ¥l &7 A 280 | () (xy (x) (x) €3] (x) | (x)
Middle Atlantic.... +13 +5 -1 [3 1,202 | {(x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x)
East North Central. +32 +34 0 9 1,641 . +5 7 1,976 194 189 215
South Atlantic,.... +3 +11 +2 8 781 +2 +2 [} 2,135 299 309 323
Scuth Central.... -26 -19 -12 14 1,059 +8 -2 13 6,927 680 460 559
Pacific.iaiaaas vrees -1 +2 ~11 7 901 +2 -3 5 1,461 276 237 285

MBS, e cersnrsentrararssasasarstsosnveanas +26 -1 +21 43 16,122 +35 +2 39 27,175 172 161 169

Paints and varnishes..cveerevesessnassnnnans +3 +5 +11 49 7,178 +5 0 45 18,416 261 256 275

Plumbing and heating supplies.. Ciese 0 0 -1 136 17,794 +1 -3 S 115 28,910 179 175 182
New Englandssvssoeeesesnes aieeas] =18 16 3 7 313 | (%) {x) x) =Y {x) {x) (x}
Middie Atlantic.cvevas +11 +6 +3 30 2,282 -1 -1 23 3,452 180 203 193
East North Central...... +8 +3 +6 18 1,943 +7 -3 16 3,70 212 217 228
Vest North Central. 0 +9 +7 16 1,868 +6 0 14 3,308 189 178 206
South Atlantic... -4 -5 -3 39 8,005 0 ~3 39 13,130 164 158 159
Fast South Central..csecssveesasssessans -4 -5 -3 10 1,680 | (x) (x) {x) (x) {x} {(x) {x)

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial).| +10 -26 +16 66 2,092 +7 -1 56 3,903 234 249 177
Middle AtlantiC..ceaceanaccciannsasanoas +16 ~24 +17 14 678 +5 -9 11 962 201 209 146
East North Central. . +10 =27 +8 18 308 +12 +3 13 656 289 299 201
West MNorth Central. es] 439 4 +29 6 223 -12 -7 6 434 195 307 200
South Atlantic.iiiveninneness +13 ~21 +18 23 663 +17 +5 23 1,564 236 228 177

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplieS...... -1 ~6 +4 33 5,045 +10 ~1 29 6,594 138 124 130
Middle Atlanticiicencnanans +5 =13 +10 6 840 +26 +7 5 1,088 141 117 115
Easi North Central. + -1 (¢} 10 2,119 +12 +2 8 2,544 128 115 123
South Atlantic.esceceransranns +2 ~11 +14 6 867 +8 ~7 6 1,123 130 123 124
South Centralivescevsesencrnsonssannnnns -18 -8 -1 5 581 +1 -7 4 703 138 113 136

BEET e eriseasttainararantessarsennasasorsranna 9] ~10 0 35 1,934 ~4 ~1 27 71 45 48 40
Middle Atlantic.,... +2 -11 -1 6 423 +68 -8 5 123 30 18 29
East North Central.. +2 ~11 +1 10 633 =22 +3 10 211 33 43 29
Wesi North Central.. -3 -5 -5 5 W1 (x) {.(x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
South Atlantic..... +2 -12 +3 4 423 0 (x} | (x) (x) {x) {x) {x) (x)
PacifiCersiessertersertrorionsescsconans -8 ~10 -6 7 257 4 +10 6 150 69 69 51

Chemicals, industrifl..ececevcearnneenranssss| +21 -1 +20 15 2,915 +6 —4 11 1,644 64 73 66

Clothing and furnishings {except shoes)..... -7 +13 +5 17 3,264 +20 -3 10 3,202 138 124 180

T +10 +25 0 20 3,558 -20 0 18 5,020 145 203 181

CONLRCEIONETY s esccarnroorasssssnnnnnnesnnns +1 -4 +1 36 1,108 +7 +1 20 605 119 110 107
Middle Atlantic... 0 -2 +1 5 2511 {x) {x) {x) {x) (x) {x) {x)
East North Central heesenaeas +3 -17 +7 4 120 | (x) {x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
South Atlantic...... cevaens evne +4 ~6 +5 9 176 +11 -4 5 107 98 91 94
East South Central.i..ccuieuinenans . 0 -1 -2 10 208 +7 420 5 30 68 60 56

Dairy and .poultry productS...eeesovesssnsnses +3 -20 +7 24 7,118 —~26 0 18 3,231 51 72 41

Drugs and sundries {liquor excluded)........ +6 =3 +6 200 62,177 +11 +4 162 102,085 200 191 186
New England.. +6 -8 +4 11 2,620 +5 +8 9 3,912 206 201 173
Middle Atlant +3 -6 +6 26 9,951 +10 +1 18 11,360 179 173 167
East North Central +7 -4 +7 27 10,592 +10 +3 21 14,680 180 174 162
West North Central -1 -2 +3 18 5,839 +52 +7 15 9,940 199 132 185
South Atlantic.... +6 ~6 +6 29 6,869 +7 +3 23 11,843 215 209 188
Eagt Scuth Central +4 -4 + 16 3,506 +3 +6 12 5,902 207 211 187
West South Central +5 4 +5 33 8,320 43 +3 28 16,760 239 243 243
Mountain.......... el 415 +8 +h 14 3,507 +12 +5 12 7,056 208 213 214
Pacificiveneiniitenereesnsasiriannannes +7 -4 +8 26 10,903 +9 +4 24 20,632 190 186 176

Bry g008S.steeeeisatonecianinesasncasrsaanen +1 +20 +8 158 47,292 +19 -2 128 78,847 196 164 244
New England..... -5 +46 0 4 519 +4 -3 4 648 125 114 188
Middle AtlanticC........ -5 +21 +8 46 6,683 +22 -3 34 10,445 224 177 290
East North Central..... +5 +12 +15 15 5,635 +26 -3 15 8,456 150 124 174
West North Cemtral.. -2 +18 +3 18 16,740 +18 -3 16 35,585 214 177 260
South Atlantic,..... +1 +24 +3 23 5,043 +13 -1 17 8,372 185 164 230
East South Central.. +6 +50 +4 13 2,363 +15 -2 9 3,725 204 187 317
West South Central..... -5 +29 0 13 3,339 +23 -1 13 5,545 166 127 217
Mountain.seeevesneensss -3 +41 +1 5 493 +14 +3 4 1,149 265 227 369
Pacific..caiiiinirniiiiiinnninenanianaes +13 +13 +11 21 6,477 +16 -3 16 4,922 186 169 234

Farm supplies.cesicicvesrssecssrosasssasenans -23 +16 -14 17 2,355 ~4 +12 9 854 57 52 [3:4

Fresh fruits and veget2bleS..vsvesreracacsos -18 -31 -6 57 5,135 +14 -1 35 603 21 17 17
New Englandeceeeevacnnnas . -19 -36 -15 4 213 +7 +21 4 29 14 10 7
Middle Atlantic........ w +2 =24 -8 17 1,325 =17 =17 9 19 4 5 4
East North Central..... . 42 =50 -2 13 1,339 -5 ~28 5 21 9 8 7
West NOrth Centralese.vesseoess ceaan a7 -9 7 689 | 414 +7 7 210 30 29 21
50oUth ABLANEIC. cvsereenraneereenennannns]  +4 +3 -8 5 280 -191 +16 4 50 20 27 18
East South Central... tedceseraecesad] =20 -4 .11 5 260 | (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PACIfiCusrirereronnrenrnosesrssnncsceas 41 <15 -3 4 78] (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x} | {x)

See

footnotes at end .of table.




: WHOLESALERS ' SALES AND INVENTORIES, ‘BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAFHIC DIVISION

AUGUST 1953

[Pata are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

T B p Stack
. Sales " Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) r:zi;:?les
Geographic division Percent change August 1953 panel P‘el:cent August 1953 ‘panel {percent)
and August 1953 | 8 mo.| Number of| Reported Auzus[t‘gigﬁ tumber of| Reported
kind of business from-- 1953 estab- dollar from-— estab~ dollar
i from.| lishments] values lishment values [August| August| July
August| July | 8 mo, reporting August| July reporiing 1953 | 1952 | 1953
1952 1953 | 1952 (add 000) 1952 | 1953 (add ©00) .
Groceries, H0t8Llcecsesrerceoreseesraosrannans +1 -8 +3 841 | $142,014 -1 0 677 | $132,176 120 122 111
Nonaffiliated futl-line wholesalers®...... -5 -9 Y] 556 57,873 -6 0 464 57,980 121 122 111
New England.ceeveetsosassvarerannsnnse 0 -10 +4 7 1,612 +12 -2 6 2,469 162 145 148
Middle Atlantic... +5 -6 +6 21 3,555 +19 +5 14 4,553 152 137 140
East North Central. +1 -6 -2 133 10,469 -3 0 126 11,556 122 126 115
West North Central. -6 =13 +1 64 7,218 o) +3 51 7,489 131 121 | 110
South Atlantic..... -1 ~6 +1 61 75799 +3 +10 . 32 6,301 123 120 108
. *East South Central. ~11 -6 -4 38 4,546 -2 +3 29 4,473 126 113 117
West Sputh Central. -5 -7 +1 100 12,864 ~1 +8 78 12,611 124 114 109
Mountain..veoeseaas -~10 -17 +1 24 2,679 +5 +7 22 3,334 133 114 102
PacifiCieerevoerenrvnrnccnssnencastensns -13 -13 -3 108 7,131 =46 -30 106 5,194 76 121 95
Voluntary-group wholesalers. +7 =7 +5 174 58,219 +5 +2 135 53,102 118 122 110
New Englandeeececsaconse +3 =14 +8 10 3,557 +6 +7 8 2,359 114 111 97
Middle Atlantic....... carae +3 -8 +1 25 10,546 +7 +7 18 7,031 127 123 108
East North Central. . +12 -1 +7 41 11,266 by +4 29 8,727 93 102 90
West North Central. . +11 -6 +6 61 20,723 +3 ~3 61 25,969 125 135 121
South Atlantic... . ersasee 0 ~11 +3 9 2,057 L 47 +4 5 1,555 119 115 102
PaCific, S iersensersnernserseassarranreos +1 =14 +3 23 5,967 © 7 +11 9 2,408 128 110 piek]
Retailer~cooperative warehouseS.eessssnoss +9 -3 +10 18 11,042 +4 -4 10 5,388 100 103 93
Specialty lines wholesBlerS...c.sssssncsess -1 -9 +7 93 14,880 -3 -6 68 15,706 129 132 125
New England, ceeascasvass ~10 -6 -5 5 179 =29 +h & 87 51 64 46
Middle Atlanticivescesses crves -2 ~25 +8 21 3,371 -4 -9 14 3,524 125 125 97
East North Central.... -9 -23 =2- 9 609 +29 +4 6 345 . 83 70 82
South Atlantic....... -2 -13 +2 16 1,520 -5 +6 11 1,631 121 125 28
' Bast South Central... -6 -17 -3 4 458 || (%) {x) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
‘,yest Sputh Central. +10 +2 +13 5 377 {x) (x) {x} (x) {x) {x) (x)
PRCifiC, iiiecenrirncsctenracareracaanson -8 +1 +4 27 6,757 ~7 ~8 23 8,451 159 155 182
Leather and shoe £indingS..ceevserrenvioenne ~9 +9 -1 25 452 +h +3 12 1,028 522 437 537
Middle Atlantic.. =17 +8 -1 3 39 11{x) {x) (x) x {x) {x) (x)
East North Central. 41 +20{ 41 5 97 (=) {(x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) | (x)
West North Central. PRUNN 24 -21 -11 4 39 fi{x) {x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x)
PRCATIC. tevstosvrancnncnsosevsnacnsmnens -9 +7 -2 6 227 #(x} (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x)
Meats and meat ProductS..ceeesccarceccaseces =14 <4 =7 38 20,450 -20 -7 34 6,527 36 40 38
: Middle Atlanticiieeacaans -6 -3 =3 El 3,676 -19 =7 9 1,614 44 51 46
East North Central. =21 -5 -9 13 8,725 =25 -9 12 2,929 36 37 37
Pacific.ievereses <25 -14 -16 4 3,404 f (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (x)
+15 +8 +7 59 9,787 +2 o 39 9,140 128 145 137
+2 -9 +3 5 289 -5 +1 4 345 203 216 179
+14 +11 +6 17 2,691 +10 +1 9 1,563 101 105 113
East North Central..... +16 +2 +8 16 2,995 -2 -1 13 3,138 109 130 112
South Atlantic..... R +11 +3 +6 7 878 I (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
South Central. PN +8 +3 +3 5 508 {f (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
PacifiGeseisseressnrsercsseanssnneiancnns +25 +25 +8 6 2,090 +9 +2 5 2,508 150 165 179
PetroleuMe s sessnesrescorsonsnssaccnnonsons +4 +1 +3 28 4,681 ~23 0 28 4,794 102 139 103
Shoes and other fOOtWEAT s viueessssvarsnanse ~11 -2 +5 34 35,800 +11 =7 31 73,287 207 167 216
TObACCO PrOdUCES.ssesserrorssessisseessnonss +1 -8 +2 279 43,789 +6 +4 162 17,499 £0 57 54
New England...... +3 -7 +3 32 3,027 +8 -8 9 370 46 64 73
Middle Atlantic... . nes +2 ~10 +3 59 15,213 +7 +7 37 7,828 66 62 55
East North Central..eevscens +3 -6 4 66 8,947 +6 4 39 2,880 54 52 50
West North Central.... -1 =4 -3 40 5,365 -3 +3 30 2,245 56 58 53
South Atlantic..evescn -2 -8 +3 25 5,3 +15 +2 20 2,729 61 52 56
East South Central.. -3 -9 o) 14 1,776 +3 +6 8 546 50 48 42
West South Central.. =7 -8 -3 26 1,960 -8 +1 9 454 57 37 48
Mountain.ceseeaessena -8 -6 -2 8 467 +23 +1 7 340 75 56 70
PACIfiCausersrsrosnsssesoncsnnssasonnsn +2 -10 ] 9 1,670 1| (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
Wines and spirits5. . +3 -8 +8 285 80,648 +4 0 240 117,853 168 168 156
New England.... e +6 =17 +7 23 4,242 +8 +1 12 4,344 124 123 101
Middle Atlantic.. v +7 -5 +14 53 26,360 +5 -3 51 38,031 154 158 153
East North Central . +8 ~13 +13 42 11,354 +15 +2 31 15,526 164 150 142
West North Central.. . -8 -11 +1 36 6,578 +3 +h 31 10,992 221 197 191
South Atlantic.eevsversesanes veeens +3 -8 +3 43 11,342 -l ~4 40 17,123 158 170 151
East Scuth Central -5 -9 +2 12 2,276 =1 =4 9 4,527 253 247 246
West South Central IRETEN +19 +6 -1 34 7,056 © =3 +1 32 13,752 196 241 204
Mountaineeasersss PERTTETRN +9 -1 +17 12 2,105 +21 =5 i1 2,548 122 111 126
PACIfiCeaesranrserssassnvrcssncanacanane =12 ~16 +4 30 9,335 +13 +17 16 11,010 197 155 144
MiscellaneouBessevsrescessasecsnsussnccrsnnse -8 +1 +2 30 6,821 +13 +13 19 9,042 196 156 176

x Insufficient data to show separately. .

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group -of firms reporting inventor-

ies in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculation for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade to trade.

2 Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

4 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

5 Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" Siates which do not have State control or monopoly distribu-

tion &t the Wholesale level.

Note: Percentage chenges are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reports received in time for tabulation. Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geogrephic division depending upen participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made.

States comprising geographic dovisions

New England {(Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vt.) East South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Middle Atlantie (N. J., N. Y., Pa.)

West South Central (Ark., la., Okla., Tex.)
East North Central (I11., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N. Dak., S. Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N. C., S. C., Va., W. Va.) Pacifie (ualif., Oreg., \Jash.$

Inquiries concerning this report should be addressed to: Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C.




MONTHLY : U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

v Sinclair Weeks, Secrefary
WHULESALE TRAD E ' BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
. : Robert W. Burgess, Direciof

REPORT

FOR RELEASE

SEPTEMBER 1953 NOVEMBER 3, 1953
SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted
to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,239 wholesale establishments in various
kinds of business.

SALES

September 1953 sales of merchant wholesalers increased 10 percent over the previous month and were 2

percent above a year ago. -Cumulative sales for the first nine months of 1953 were 5 percent higher than
for the same period in 1952.

All geographic divisions experienced increases in sales from August 1953, with New England showing the
prineipal increase (17%). Compared with September sales a year ago, five divisions, with Fast North Central
leading, reported gains of 2 to 8 percent, while the remaining four divisions reflected declines of 1 to 2
percent. All divisions, however, noted cumulative nine months' sales in 1953 above those in the correspond-
ing period of 1952,

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 25 trades experienced sales increases over the pre-
vious month~~the sharpest increase (29%) being reported by Jewelry wholesalers. Nine other trades, led by
wholesalers of shoes and other footwear (down 15%), indicated sales declines, while three trades--automo-
tive supplies, dairy and poultry products, and dry goods--remained at about the same level as a month ear-
lier. Incredses apove September 1952 sales were reported bv 20 trades, the largest gain being shown by gro-
cery retailer-cooperative warehouses (14%). Fifteen other trades registered declines, the most substantial
being farm supplies (27%). Cumulative sales for the first three quarters of 1953 were higher than for the
same period in 1952 in 28 trades--metals noting the largest increase (19%).

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of September increased slightly (1%) over stocks
on hand August 31, and were 10 percent above inventories of September 30, 1952. Based on the reports of
3,303 establishments submitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the September stock-sales

ratio of 150 percent . was 20 points below that reported for the previous month, but 6 points above that re-
ported for September 1952.

By divisions, only slight changes from inventories on hand a month earlier were noted, the largest
being increases of 4 percent in the New England and East South Central Divisions. However, all geographic
divisions reported inventories from 5 to 14 percent higher than on hand a year ago. Appliances amd spe-
cialties wholesalers, with inventories 40 percent higher than last September, again reflected the most sub-
stantial change from year-ago inventories.
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

[Data are shown by geog

SEPTEMBER 1953

vaphic division, where possible without disclosure of individual opera‘cions]

g Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stgg;iﬁes
Geographic division Percent change September 1953 panel 1:;1;222’0 September ].?53 panel {percent)
nd of o iness Sept. 1953 | 9 20¢| wumber of | Reported || Sept. 1953 | Number of| Reported
estab~ dollar from-- " estab- dollar Sept.| Sept.| Aug.
Irom | yichments| values , listments| values |11953 | 1952 | 1953
Sept. AuE . 9 moé reporting Sept.| Aug. Teporting]
1952 | 1953 | 19527) " (ada ouo) || 1972 | 1973 (add 000)
United States, $0taleriennsocanses 2] 410 +5 4,239 | $891,694 || +10 +1 3,303 181,162,280 }} 156 | 144 | 170
New England....... P TR TR +5 +17 +6 256 40,301 +10 +4 178 42,392 140 37 159
Middle Atlantic. vresoenn +3 +12 +6 739 169,404 +10 +2 565 180,822 135 128 147
East North Central.ccecosceves +8 +14 +6 822 172,252 +13 Al 673 197,970 131 125 150
West North Central....c...: -2 +7 s 514 115,704 +5 ~1 387 170,098 166 156 179
South Atlantic...cvsveaness +3 +13 +3 538 102,141 +10 0 427 128,757 150 142 172
East South Central.... +2 +10 +3 199 37,644 +14 +4 154 50,406 159 141 168
West South Central.. -2 +9 +2 389 76,020 +10 +1 306 115,350 182 161 198
Mountaineceeessvsns -2 +3 +7 177 27,047 +11 o] 146 38,684 162 145 168
PacifiCseascosss “eessvsrctessrereseraroranes -1 +9 + 555 117,446 +11 +2 417 152,317 174 151 182
Automotive sUPPli€Sesecsreerneassvscsvacsncns ~9 0 +5 385 21,271 +4 +3 215 18,539 252 229 258
New England.. -17 +8 +5 21 847 -8 -2 9 435 201 202 254
Middle Atlantic..... =12 0 +4 51 1,205 +4 +1 &7 2,796 266 225 261
Eagt North Central... -3 +2 +7 71 4,100 +4 +10 57 5,953 236 217 232
West North Central..... -8 +6 +4 85 5,212 0 0 13 1,155 268 224 268
South Atlantic..ceeas -~16 -10 +4 24 3,240 +6 o} 17 1,729 269 275 3
West South Central.. -17 -3 4] 12 1,981 -l ~8 8 1,501 231 240 250
Mounteinsesaceaaes -19 ~28 +16 29 803 +B -2 19 1,218 272 215 289
Pacific.racecsecnens Cessnnessevecenveans -2 +5 +5 89 3,201 +5 +1 42 3,690 267 245 274
Electrical group, $0ta8lecesseesssosssseesees | +10| 421 49 686 | 172,397( 21 0 618 235,447 || 1451 1321 176
Full-line wholesalerS.csvsaescssassessssane +12 422 +9 459 134,613 +20 0 451 194,299 146 137 178
New Englande.cessess . +15 +28 +8 33 8,047 +6 +2 33 11,592 144 155 180
Middle Atlantic.... . +13 +24 +9 63 21,302 +9 +2 61 28,484 135 140 165
East North Central... . 419 +28 +10 95 32,783 +29 +5 94 43,629 134 123 164
West North Central. . +9 +12 +10 4ty 10,684 +10 -2 4b 15,619 146 146 167
South Atlanticescvass . +14 +26 +6 70 20,148 +18 -2 &7 28,721 148 144 189
. +17 +25 +13 29 6,653 +38 -2 28 10,084 156 132 200
West South Central..c.ccees . -+10 +16 +7 48 11,971 +25 -4 48 21,722 181 160 219
Mountainesesseeesse By +1 +16 +15 19 4,281 +19 4 19 6,396 149 127 181
PacifiCscevecvrenes . +1 +15 +11 58 18,744 +22 -3 57, 28,052 150 124 179
Wiring supplies, construction materials

Aistributorseeesssesssnccncrscencssvaanes +9 +6 +7 125 11,674 +12 -1 85 12,187 145 143 i52
New England..esss . +13 +6 +2 15 1,002 +8 27 5 380 171 160 183
Middle AtlantiC.seese . 416 +4 +3 27 1,241 +6 -1 18 1,984 192 219 203
East North Central.... - +13 +12 +8 31 4,130 +10 =2 24 4,658 143 150 161
West North Central...... . +3 +8 +8 8 1,035 +14 -1 6 925 181 153 174
South Atlantie. . +h -9 +16 15 1,931 +18 -2 12 1,555 90 82 &2
South Central. . +6 +10 -1 12 1,223 +20 +5 7 1,172 166 153 186

Mountaine.eses . -12 +6 A 6 399 i {x) () (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
PacifiCieveereaesensnsescsonssnansunsenas +15 +14 +15 11 713 +27 +2 10 1,227 174 158 194
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... +1 +23 +10 102 26,110 +40 +1 82 28,961 143 103 171
New England.... seene . +3 426 +20 9 2,337 +39 <3 [} 1,848 96 70 123
Middle Atlantic.... Crsesean . +3 +33 +11 22 10,287 +41 +3 17 9,178 149 110 | 184
EFast North Central. . +19 +33 +19 17 4,520 +44 -5 11 4,243 118 94 171
West North Central.. . +25 +2 +23 2 1,311 +30 -1 8 .2,038 158 153 164
South Atlantic. ceune ~-16 +20 +h 20 3,635 +61 -1 19 5,656 169 91 207
South Central. . -13 -7 +1 10 1,396 +15 +14 8 2,202 163 122 134
Mountain...esasee . -8 +14 +5 6 810 +37 +3 6 1,639 202 135 223
PACITIC. sesnnnnreesessenasaosaansnnnsees| =11 +5 +3 9 1,814 11 420 0 7 2,157 || 124 91| 130
Furniture and house furnishingS.c.eeescocnes ~1 +14 +5 84 16,601 +24 0 67 26,747 187 146 213
Middle Atlanticesceceesecsvrcrssonsecses -1 +17 +1 15 2,838 +28 ~4 12 4,640 216 157 252
Fast North Central..... . +3 +18 +7 9 2,350 +14 +2 8 3,907 182 163 214
West North Central.... . -3 +16 0 13 2,064 +24 +7 13 4,532 220 171 240

South Atlantice...ee. . 49| +13 +7 12 1,104 {] (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Central . -12 +20 +4 11 1,839 +40 -3 11 3,718 202 127 248
Mountain.cevecesesansas . -14 -2 G 7 1,136 +12 +8 5 1,902 239 188 230
PacifiC.ciascocanaviacessens crevacesenne +5 +9 +10 1 4,063 +27 -6 9 5,097 134 112 156
HarGware.eeseeesssceenosvavascasennras srevan -2 +11 Hh 158 66,309 +15 -2 132 138,997 2391 . 203 273
Middle Atlantic....es EF7A +17 +5 35 9,851 +15 4 30 18,032 202 183 246
LFast North .Central..... IRERERT +h4 +10 +11 33 15,071 +14 -5 30 27,734 202 183 240
West North Central.escesccsen -10 +15 o 16 11,167 +2 -3 16§ 28,254 253 224 302
South Atlantic..ecesavernvsas 4 +8 0 18 4,920 +14 -3 15 9,675 233 196 254
East South Central...eecs..s -6 +2 +3 10 3,699 +23 +22 8 8,197 253 195 213
West South Centralecessees 0 +9 0 15 5,530 +15 -2 9 8,812 253 217 288
Mountaineeesseanes -11 +5 -2 8 2,265 +18 ~ty 5 3,325 316 234 348
PacifiC.sscevecvrsscsosssasnrsnsrosnrsnss s +9 4 20 13,606 +26 -1 16 34,322 282 216 310
Industrial supplies... [ N +1 +6 +3 = 137 21,877 +3 0 111 36,545 192 188 204
New EDglandes.eesscsses ] ¥l 2 17 1,423 & 1 15 2,055 || 242 | 246| 267
Middle AtlanticCeseevsses +3 +9 -3 27 3,798 +2 <1 21 7,021 200 205 223
East North Central...... +5 +9 +8 22 5,413 +12 -1 21 8,671 163 151 179
-West North Central. +7 +9 +4 11 1,956 +3 =4 9 2,720 167 169 185
South Atlantic..... +3 -5 +3 19 1,867 +2 +1 15 3,649 225 222 212
East South Central... wew <1 +2 0 3 2,262 +5 -1 9 4,133 183 171 187
West South Central.... ceen -3 +5 +4 24 4,262 -7 +6 14 5,690 220 213 212
Pacificeecssss eeaemevessssenaterasaennes -13 +2 -1 8 896 -8 -9 7 1,706 200 190 227
Jewelry.eeasanas Chessey -3 +29 =2 121 7,834 +7 +3 71 14,582 254 227 315

New Eogland...s.. +12 YA +3 g 573 || (=) x) (x) (x) (x) x) {x)
Middle Atlantic.... . -3 +40 -8 37 2,461 -7 +1 : 20 3,663 231 227 339
Fast North Central. veeens . ¥1] 425 7 32 2,032 || +17 42 21 4,305 || 242 =211} 292
West North-Central.. -3 +17 +1 12 937 +6 =1 10 2,267 245 236 288

South Atlantic.l... . +4 | 413 4 6 363 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

South Central.... Sow9| 419 410 5 201 | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PacificCessesa P R TR R -18 +29 -6 18 1,256 +13 +11 11 3,319 356 256 407

See footnotes at end of table.
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Stock-sgles
Sales ratios?
Geographic division Percent change September 1953 panel iehrcexelt September 1953 panel (percent)
and -
kind of business Segzémfﬁ 291;‘3) Number of | Reported S;};tomj‘BSB Nunber of | Reported
from eatab- dollar estab- dollar Sept.} Sept. | Aug.
Sept.| Aug. | 9 mo, gsmi?ts values Sept. | Aug. iishm::iﬂ,s values 1953 1 1952 | 1953
1952 | 1953 | 1952% | TOPOFEIRE | (44 goo) [|1952 | 1953 | TEPOTVIRE | (444 go0) :
Lumber and building materials...... araesenes =7 +1 +2 79 $14,329 +15 -1 59 $13,700 131 103| 129
Middle AtlantiCeceecsvecsvesecsocscnneasse [§] +1 +9 18 3,914 +11 +3 10 1,439 53 50 50
Fast North Central.... vesasenen cesan -3 -7 +6 11 1,563 +21 ~4 9 1,301 105 82{ 101
West North Central.. <o -11 + -3 7 723 -1 -3 4 365 93 71 85
South Atlantic..... -4 +11 -2 12 1,878 +5 0] 10 1,660 181 163 197
South Central. +11 +6 +7 5 1,090 | x) | ) (x) (x) (x) 1) (=)
Mountain....s.. =17 -2 ~1 é 1,991 +32 +2 6 3,443 173 109} 166
PacifiCeeeeesrs. sesenessensansasasrnsaranae -19 -13 +1 7 1,197 +16 0 6 2,140 181 128 | 156
Mac¢hinery equipment, supplies (except .
electrical).. +5 +4 -2 52 7,634 +3 -2 41 15,302 1| 240 243| 257
New England.... +3 +8 +7 5 450 -6 -1 4 1,003 299 3441 327
Middle Atlantic..... -7 =7 -2 6 1,111 + -1 4 1,514 144 131} 137
East North Central....csececones +23 +7 +2 11 1,810 +6 ~4 8 1,984 154 178 | 192
South AtlantiC.ceasvvevssvonnesnrcosnncans +19 +11 +4 7 &77 -8 b 5 1,341 245 289 258
South Central.ceseiesnns sesenaens +18 +39 «~10 14 1,468 +6 -2 13 6,799 481 5301 680
Pacific..ieasvscns tessssaresaranersasenne -22 =12 -12 6 739 +10 ) 4 1,313 377 235 | 280
MetalBe.eeresncarnotasensrarnssscnseassnnansns +7 -1 +19 45 16,024 . +29 o] 41 141} 169
Paints and varnishes.cs.seceeee . -3 -9 +9 49 6,497 +7 ¢} 45 2641 261
Plumbing and heating supplies.... +L +9 -1 138 19,444 +2 0 119 1631 181
New Englande..eses.s +2| F28 ) 7 402 [[(x) | (x) x) (x) x)
Middle Ailantic... -2 +1 +2 30 2,305 +1 +2 23 179 | 180
East North Central. vese +7 +13 +6 22 2,270 +9 -2 20 178 212
West North Central.. ceann +1 +8 +6 15 1,909 +2 -3 13 167( 1°0
South Atlantic...... wene 0 +9 -2 39 8,725 -2 0 39 13,166 || . 154 164
East South Centrdal....... teseresnnans R -l +19 -8 10 2,007 | {x) {x) {x) (x) {x) (x} {x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial).. +8 ~6 +15 76 2,193 +6 +1 66 4,242 239 2471 227
Middle Atlantic..... +20 -2 +17 14 716 +3 0 11 966 191 231 201
East North Central +21 -6 +9 18 288 +11 0 13 657 |1 320 365| 289
West North Central.. +6 +13 +25 5 236 -9 +10 5 419 178 207 183
South Atlanticesss.. +1 -8 +16 24 611 +13] ° -1 24 1,543 253 227 | 236
West South Central.. +20 | -~19] w4 4 143 (x) (x) (x) x {x) (x) (x)
PacifiCicssrcancecscscessanessvassassnnene =19 -23 *5 10 163 +2 +2 9 419 388 3121 310
Surgicel, medicel equipment, supplies....... +12 +7 +5 29 5,140 +8 +1 27 6,433 128 132] 136
Middle Atlantic...civceeeeeviavanene . +22 +19 +12 5 e +26 4 4 933 107 105 135
sasseaan . +13 +6 +2 7 2,106 +7 +1 7 2,560 122 129| 128
South Atlantice.eesesvavescesssoesensennes +13 +10 +14 6 956 +13 +5 6 1,181 124 123 130
Beer.tecncisicnssonnrcrainsrsncsnorstransenre +13 =1 42 37 2,099 +12 +4 32 913 46 A7 44
Middle Atlanticiieeersescans vavases +29 -7 +3 7 567 +83 +12 ) 163 29 20 24
East North Central... +7 b +2 10 604 -9 +17 10 246 41 48 34
West North Central. 0 +4 4 4 48141 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x)
South Atlantic.... cnee +14 +12 +5 5 483 +13 ~-15 4 222 51 ~53 68
PACIfiCiuvsarreacesnencsscannosnsinmsserons 0 -2 -5 8 342 +14 +8 7 227 79 67 68
Chemicals, INduUsStrial.cececesssscsvecenacenens +7 -2 +18 14 2,830 +10 0 11 1,788 70 68 &7
Clothing and furnishings {except shoes)iseve. -10 + +3 15 3,912 +14 -8 10 3,710 122 115] 140
Co8lieessarasrvencans F 22 -1 -3 20 3,527 -21 +1 18 5,083 149 149 | 145
Confectionery.cceeeeccncaces PN o +7 1 38 1,286 +12 +7 21 766 3117 1073 119
Middle Atlantie... +3 <4 +2 7 318 -1 =7 4 187 || 107 110f 110
East North Central. +11 +2 +7 4 1224 (x) (x) (x) - {x) -(x) {x) (x)
South AtlantiCeseseessacee +3 +12 +5 9 197 +6 +4 5 111 90 © 90 98
East South Central.c..sessees -9 +24 ~3 8 219 +41 +19 4 31 155) 105 186
West South Centraleeeesvsressnsacenssonons 41 +25 -2 4 198 || (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
Dairy and pouliry producisS..sscecesesscncacas +3 o} +6 24 6,79% ~27 -3 17 3,073 52 73 53
Drugs and Sundries (liquor excluded)..eeecsss +5 +13 +6 202 69,178 +9 +5 164 105,309 185 1781 200
New Englandesccccessroensosasnasas +5 +13 +4 13 3,288 +11 +8 10 4,573 181 169 195
Middle Atlantie.. +6 +14 +6 28 11,532 +12 +7 20 12,352 168 1641 179
East North Central.secevss +8 +16 +7 26 11,732 +11 +7 20 14,826 164 1571 180
West Morth Central... res +4 +16 +3 18 6,773 +10 +3 16 10,462 176 168§ 197
South Atlantic.eseeas remsans +2 +12 +6 30 7,639 +10 +6 23 12,250 202 187] 217
East South Central. ceevenseaens . 8] +12 +4 17 3,9% +7 +8 13 6,598 201 1874 210
West South Central.seecscesscevess . +6 +13 +5 33 9,769 +4 +3 28 17,429 211 2151 233
Mountain..eseevesns . +1 +10 +h 12 2,328 +3 +3 11 5,180 224 220| 239
PECIfICecssnersennrsaccsarseccensnrasanons +6 +11 +8 25 12,121 +13 +5 23 21,639 179 1681 190
Dry 20008cscecvesncrnssnressasranssevacrconsan -6 0 +6 155 47,613 +17 -5 126 75,887 187 1501 199
New England.... -1 +9 0 5 654 +7 -5 5 828 127 1181 145
Middle AtlentiCiceecessesncns -16 -1 +5 43 5,920 +22 -2 31 9,197 233 164] 236
Bast North Central.. +1 +9 +13 15 6,141 +23 =12 15 7,409 121 99 150
West North Central.... -8 -2 +6 19 16,889 +18 4 17 36,068 215 167| 220
South Atlantic..... -7 +7 +2 21 5,280 +9 -7 16 7,731 163 42| 185
East South Central. 0 +1 +3 15 2,608 +18 -5 10 . 3,976 196 170| 205
Viest South Central. -14 -2 -2 13 3,308 +8 -7 13 5,089 154 123 162
Mountain..eevenss ~12 -13 0 4 490 +6 by 4 1,310 267 2211 242
PaCIfiCiserrsernssasescracessnnsvonencanes +8 -2 411 20 6,323 +12 -9 15 4,279 171 157 | 187
Farm supplieS..tseccaccerarcvssresscsncnannse -27 -6 -15 18 2,008 -20 -1 9 . 680 57 59 54
Fresh fruits and vegetableS.uievesavssssassss +1 =2 ~5 58 5,096 -8 +11 38 622 19 20 18
New Englandecececesessarans -16 -7 -15 6 227 -13 ~7 6 53 231 23 23
Middle Atlantic.... +11 0 -6 16 1,278 +21 +61 10 29 5 5 4
East North Central. +7 -8 -1 14 1,372 ~17 +14 7 123 31 37 26
West North Central +6 +5 -8 7 724 +9 0 .7 211 29 28 30
South Atlantic.... -3 +5 -7 4. 221 1 (x) | (x) (x) {x) (x) | &x) | &)
East South Central 8| 47| -0 4 198§ (x) | (x) (x) (x) (=x) 1) ()
PACITiCrararrrnarasinesecnns SToR B § A 4 956 {(x) | (x) (x) (x) (x} 1{x) |

See footnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALERS! SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION

SEPTEMBER 1953
[Data _are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock—sa%es
Percent change Septenber 1953 panel Percent September 1953 panel rztios
. M Al h reent )
Geographic division 9 mo change
an Sept., 1953 1953' Nupber of | Reportedl| Sept. 1953 | Number of Reported
kind of business frome— Trom estab- dollar from-- egtab- dollar Sept. | Sept. |wg
9 mo, | Lishments values 1ishments values 1953"‘ 1952' 1953
Sept. | Aug. 19525 reporting Sept.} Aug. | reporting
1952 {1953 (add 000} || 1952 { 1953 (add 000)
Groceries, 10tBleceservrrersrrerensansracean +2 8 43 835] $150,8%0 ~3 +4 674 $135,743 118 1241 121
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers®..... -2 +9 ~1 548 60,109 -5 +6 459 59,248 120 123] 123
New England.ccesscevessoars +5 +8 +4 7 1,736 +7 +3 6 2,531 153 1511 162
Middle Atlantic...... +14 +18 +7 19 3,917 +10 -1 12 4,127 127 133} 152
East North Central. +2 +10 -1 136 11,516 +2 +4 128 12,022 116 115§ 122
West North Central...... ~1] +8 +1 58 7,441 -6 +2 48 7,509 122 129| 130
South Atlantice...... +2 +6 +1 61 8,077 +2 +3 34 6,397 121 121 123
East South Central... ~1 +12 b 38, 4,391 0 -1 29 -3,856 117 113] 134
West South Central... -5 +7 0 100 13,896 -6 +3 77 12,882 120 119] 126
Mountaineseeceasnnens -7 +5 0 22 2,384 -6 0 21 2,967 128 128] 134
PacifiCieecsncesannas ~12 +10 -6 107 6,751 ~26 +55 104 6,957 109 128 77
Voluntary-group wholesslers.escescesenvens +5 +5 +5 182 62,078 -1 +1 139 54,090 116 i26] 120
New England..eeecessosecvossrronssanseos -10 +15 +5 9 3,844 +7 +5 7 2,087 107 113] 113
Middle Atlantic. +5 +8 +2 31 11,913 -1 ~1 22 7,349 128 136 131
Fast North Central. +16 +6 +8 40 11,019 -1 +3 28 8,483 96 113 97
West North Central. +6 +4 +6 61 21,552 -2 +1 61 26,225 122 1321 125
South Atlantic..... +7 +10 +3 11 2,922 +1 +11 5 1,730 111 10| 119
PaCIfiCiasaiarascasoniornnercnssrsnsnnss -3 -3 +2 24 6,219 -3 -11 10 2,609 106 w07 127
Retailer-cooperative warehouSeS.cesessenan +14 19 +10 19 13,311 -ty +3 1 5,679 89 1051 101
Speclalty lines wholesalerS..coceseccsassen ~4 +7 +6 86 15,392 =1 +8 63 16,726 132 129] 130
51 +17 % A 104 T {x) [€3] (x) ) [€3) x) 1x]
-1 24 +7 18 3,978 +2 +3 13 3,617 103 1001 126
sererisananenanen =33 +22 -6 8 544, -2 +1 5 193 58 60 75
South AtlantiCeeeinsernesnancnnnys +h +25 +3 14 1,807 -1 +6 10 1,618 100 1041 119
Bagt South Central.cesieesescnsss -3 +23 -3 5 615 || (x) (x) {x} (x) (x) (x)  {{x)
West South Céntrel..seserissesvenracnene +1 +6 +11 5 4001 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x} (x) |{x)
PaCifiCeescsntnccrscnanesernanssnionians -12 -5 +2 26 6,421 4 +12 22 9,355 193 170 158
leather and shoe findings..... 34 9 -3 26 574 3 4 i3 1,157 384 312) 441
Middle AtlantiCeesssne.s ~131  +18 -3 5 401 (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) l{x)
East North Cemtrel...... +21 412 +1 5 1094 (x) {x}) (x) {x) {x) {x) {(x)
West North Central...... -16 +33 =12 4 520 (x) {x) {x) {x) {x) (x) H=x)
h2:TLE & T -18 +3 -5 7 3054 (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) |[{x)
Meats and meat ProductBSivecseveceanncnscacss Q +11 -7 39 23,079 ~32 w2 35 6,360 31 ‘37 35
Middle Atlantic.... +2 +5 ~4 9 3,929 ~12 +6 9 1,553 40 46 39
Eagt North Central...... +9 +18 -7 13 10,294 ~14 -3 12 2,828 29 37 36
South Central...... 0 +6 +7 4 3,756 ~13 -5 4 1,048 28 32 31
Pacificice.ens -18 +12 ~16 5 4,059 ~8 -6 4 651 24 28 30
Paper and its products.iveecceacivesessceens +5 41 +7 55 10,105 +3 Y] 37 9,122 121 1231 122
New Englandee.eeceees +9 +11 +4 4 3214 {x) {xy =) {x) {x) ) {{x)
Middie Atlantic...... +5 + +6 15 3,011 +9 -3 9 1,868 96 93| 104
East North Central............ . +5 +5 +8 17 3,335 0 +2 . i3 3,002 96 102 99
South Atlanticesescsoeraacsens +18 +8 +7 6 885 (x) {x) (x} (x) (x) {x) {(x)
-South Centraleveiceversoncnneans +4 -9 +3 5 4641 (x) (x) {x} (x) (x) (x) {{x)
PacifiCiseisrscecererneianearens +2 -6 +7 5 1,837 +6 0 4 2,286 161 151 150
Petroleuls sseesscscanconsennesasnnsnssencens| . 43 +19 +3 28 5,580 -11 +22 28 5,854 105 122% 102
Shoes and other L0OLWEAT:sersecesssrseesatne -12 =15 +3 33 30,247 +17 -2 30 71,557 240 181 208
Tobaceco ProductB.seasseerssssantoroncsesoona 4 + +2 261 43,301 +2 *2 155 18,025 61 62 61
New England...... +1 +1 +2 32 2,970 +28 *14 11 523 69 54 59
Middle Atlantic.... +5 +1 +3 59 14,987 -9 -3 38 7,501 64 T4 65
East North Central...... +8 +5 4 €0 8,458 +12 +6 37 2,967 57 54 56
West North Central. +3 +5 -2 37 5,005 +1 +4 28 2,207 54 56 56
South Atlantic..... 0 +8 +2 23 5,495 +12 +6 18 2,749 61 54 62
East South Central. 0 +9 0 11 1,737 +3 +8 6 669 48 46 49
Wegt South Central. -3 +7 -3 21 1,881 -5 +8 7 374 46 49 47
Mountain..e.eeanese ven +5 +7 -1 8 500 11 - 7 327 68 65 75
L +9 +, 41 10 ‘2,268 (x) {x) (x) {x) {x) (x) |x)
Wines and spiribsd.eseseerienecnceraneoncnan +4 +20 +7 284 94,279 +6 +5 234 118,066 151 1441 170
New England..... +14 +33 +7 21 5,005 ~1 +2 15 3,213 104 115} 140
Middle Atlantic. -1 114 +12 bt 26,188 +10 +11 41 33,951 144 128 146
East North Centralsc....... +19 +26 +13 40 14,028 +8 o] 30 15,468 127 138| 165
West North Centrale..vesesesas PR 7 +20 0 36 8,086 +1 o 31 11,049 175 166 .215
South Atlantit.ceeeeerereraserarennsnans +15 +31 +4 45 14,092 -4 +1 43 17,569 128 1531 167
East South Central.s.... ~11 +12 +1 1 2,291 +7 +4 9 4,708 240 199] 253
Vest South Central. ~11 +18 -2 35 8,787 +21 +12 31 16,194 190 140| 198
Mountain..cevesenasans +15 +4 +17 13 2,010 +10 +4 10 1,793 115 1211 115
PacifiCiciacresenietsnnnassesoncninnacnne +7 +20 +5 39 13,792 +2 + 24 14,121 186 170] 187
Miscellanaou8esseieensesercrensnasinnonasons 4 +19 +1]. 30 8,107 +22 +8 19 9,741 181 136 196
x Insuffieient deta to show separately.
-1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total seles for an identical group of firms reportimg inventor-
ies in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade to trade.
2 Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
3 The United States total end totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to.a geographie division.
4 Not affilisted with voluntary or cooperative groups. .
® Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distri-
bution at the wholesale level. :
Note:

Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reports received in time for tabulation. Since coverage
verles by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made.

) States comprising geographic divisions

East South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

West South Central (Ark., la., Okla., Tex.)

South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., ‘Nev., N.Mex., Uieh, Wyo.)
Pacifie (Calif., Oreg., Wash.s

New England (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.)
Middle Atlantic (N.J., .M.Y., Pa.)

East North Central (Il1., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.Dak.)
South Atlentic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 8.C., Va., ¥.Va.)

Inguiries concerning this report should be addressed to: Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C.
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Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted

to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,304 wholesale establishments in various kinds
of business.

SALES

October 1953 sales of merchant wholesalers showed no change from the previous month. Compéred with a
year ago, October sales were down 6 percent, reflecting for the first time in 1953 a decline from year-ago

sales. However, cumilative sales for the first ten months of 1953 were 4 percent higher +than for the -same
period in 1952.

Three geographic divisions--New England and Middle Atlantic, each up 5 percent, and Pacific, up 2 per-
cent--experienced increases in sales from September 1953. Compared with October sales a year ago, only one
division, New England, reported a gain (1%). The remaining eight divisions reflected declines of from 2 to

9 percent. All divisions, however, noted cumulative nine months' sales in 1953 above those in thHe corre~
sponding period of 1952.

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, about the same number of trades noted sales in-
creases over the previous month as reported declines. Sales of paint and varnish wholesalers, up 24 per-
cent, reflected the principal gain over a month ago, while sales of beer distributors, down 21 percent, in-
dicated the sharpest decrease. Eight trades reported increases over October 1952 sales, the largest being
shown by paints and varnishes (up 10%). Twenty-six other trades, led by wholesalers of farm supplies (down '
28%), indicated sales declines. Cumulative sales for the first ten months of 1953 were higher than for the
same period in 1952 in 26 trades--metals again noting the largest increase (17%).

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of October increased slightly (1%) over stocks
on hand September 30, and were 10 percent above the inventories of October 31, 1952. Based on the reports
of 3,356 establishments submitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the October stock-

sales ratio of 160 percent was 3 points above that reported for the previous month, but 23 points above
October 1952.

By divisions, only slight changes from inventories on hand a month earlier were noted, the largest
being increases of 3 percent in the South Atlantic and Mountain Divisions. However, all geographic divi-
sions reported inventories from 6 to 14 percent higher than on hand a year ago. Appliances and specialties
wholesalers, with dinventories 47 percent higher than last October, contifiued for the fifth consecutive
month to reflect the most substantial change from year-ago inventories.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS 1IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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WHOLESALFRS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

OCTOBER 1953

[I:)ata are shown by geographic division, where ‘possible without diselosure of individual operaticms:l

Stock-sales

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) ratios!
Percent change October 1953 panel 5‘:; g;:t October 1953 panel (percent)
Geographic division
and Oc;;m]ﬁ?l ig;go' Number of |Reported | 2?;;_1’953 Number of | Reported
kind of business from estab- dollar esiab- dollar Oct. | Oct. Sgpt .
Oct. [Sept. |10 mo. lishmigts values Oct. | Sept. 1ishm:‘;.1ts values 1953 | 1952 11953
1952 | 1953 |1952% | TSPOTVRE \(agq 000) || 1952 {1953 | TEPOTHINE|( 44 goo)
United States, t081% . vurinnrnnans -6 0 +4 4,304 ) $891,280] +10 41 3,356 151,186,881 160 137] 157
New England..c.uiveesensassonsesaconas +1 +5 +5 261 40,536 +13 +2 188 44,611 147 130 146
Middle Atlantic..... ~5 +5 +5 745 176,025 +14 +2 569 186,649 133 112 137
East North Central.. -2 -2 +5 823 169,578 +13 +1 672 199,531 135 116] 131
West North Central.. -7 -2 +3 542 115,474 +6 Q 405 173,616 173 151) 168
South Atlantic....... -8 =6 +2 546 96,899 +13 +3 432 135,414 167 135 151
East South Central.. ~9 -4 +2 206 36,400 +13 +1 158 51,555 168 1341 159
West South Central.. -8 -1 +1 390 75,132 +9 0 313 115,932 183 155 181
Mountaine.sevessenensss ~7 ~1 +5 172 26,548 +12 +3 143 39,208 171 143 164
-6 +2 +3 568 120,488|° +10 +1 425 154,805 168 144 175
=12 0 +3 389 21,473 +6 +2 211 18,671 248 197] 246
+1 +18 +5 22 997 ~4 +2 9 443 185 164| 201
Middle Atlantic... ~16 +9 +1 48 1,353 +9 +2 44 2,632 229 175| 235
East North Central, -19 ¢} +3 76 4,542 +9 +3 57 6,888 246 176 243
West North Central... -7 -3 +2 28 5,400 +1 =1 21 1,792 251 2051 235
South AtlantiCe.esessneensnenas -13 +3 +2 18 3,025 +8 +7 11 971 241 2381 275
West South Central.iveveenss. -13 +6 =2 13 1,891 +1 +3 9 1,064 239 218] 228
Mountaine.veseennonsa -3 -3 +14 23 636 +2 -3 19 1,184 268 2471 279
Pacific.icesensanss -7 -6 +4 88 2,982 +7 +1 41 3,697 275 2401 266
Electrical group, £0t8lieesiusrcrsesnerarons ~5 -6 +8 694 162,552 +24 +2 636 241,989 158 1221 145
Fuli-line wholesBlerS.ueessercecsrsnsoansns wdy =7 +8 463 125,492 +22 +2 455 199,729 161 126] 146
New England..s...s. . +5 0 +7 33 8,071 +10 +1 33 11,658 144 137] 144
Middle Atlantic.... . -1 -8 +8 64 19,764 +15 43 62 29,636 151 131f 135
East North Central. . +1 -8 +9 95 30,674 +29 0 94 44,268 145 1141 133
West North Central... . +2 o} +9 46 10,777 +20 +9 46 17,220 160 1364 147
South Atlantic.a..aas, . ~10 -16 +4 69 16,780 +21 +3 87 29,566 181 1351 148
East South Central. . ~10 =12 +11 29 5,828 +48 +5 27 10,520 190 1131 156
West South Central...... o -8 ~12 +5 49 10,510 +22 -4 49 20,858 198 149] 181
Mountain...,.. . =7 -3 +12 20 4,246 +32 +6 20 6,937 163 114| 349
Pacific.eiusa. teseasersrsennaesannans -9 +1 +9 58 18,842 +20 +4 57 29,066 155 1177 150
Wiring supplies, construction materials
AistrIbULOTS .t vsvvresnrrasecnncrnncnonnns ] +1 +7 123 11,951 +7 4] 93 13,270 139 131 141
New England........ +10 +7 +3 13 921 ~39 -39 5 233 94 159{ 171
Middle Atlantic..evseassas. ~5 +2 +2 27 1,315 +1 +3 21 1,888 162 153| 158
East North Central. +6 0 +7 28 3,761 +5 -1 23 4,302 132 134 133
West North Central... . -2 -1 +7 9 1,250 +4 -2 7 1,403 180 169] 194
South Atlantie.. . ~4 +8 +14 iz 2,200 +15 +7 15 1,960 98 831 100
South Central. sae -10 =12 -2 12 1,338 +12 0 g 1,936 179 1421 158
Mountain,.. . . [¢] +3 +4 3 411 (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) (x)  |(x)
= & £ +11 +7 +15 10 755 +24 +2 10 1,248 165 148| 172
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... <10 b 48 108 25,109 +47 +1 88| ' 28,990 149 921 142
New Englande.eescsecsssnscceerennas var -3 +6 +16 15 2,619 +35 4 12 2,240 101 721 106
Middle Atlantic.. . ~15 ~10 +8 2L 9,150 +58 +4 17 9,348 166 93] 146
East North Central. . +4 -3 +17 16 4,071 +59 -3 11 3,826 122 74| 118
West North Central.... . +15 +8 +22 i1 1,777 +22 -1 9 2,518 174 157 176
South Atlantic.ceiuviacnsa. . -28 -11 0 21 3,029 +53 ~4 20 4,987 178 89{ 167
South Central. srenese . -20 -5 -1 11 1,471 +28 +2 9 2,57 182 112 169
Mountaif.e.veviivaasas . -22 4] +3 6 814 +2. 0 6 1,639 201 125 202
L B L S S +19 +19 +5 7 2,178 +70. +9 4 1,855 92 65] 102
Furniture and house furnishings.. . -5 +7 o 83 17,323 +22 ~4 64 24,795 166 129 186
New England..seesecscencacens . +1 +13 +7 5 822 +24 -10 4 1,065 138 111} 168
Middle Atlantic.. s +11 +21 +2 13 3,232 +18 -11 9 3,691 154 1341 210
East North Central. as =7 +1 +5 9 2,372 +17 -1 8 3,873 179 144) 182
Yest North Central.....:. ceaesa ~6 +14 0 12 2,299 +15 -9 12 4,048 176 143} 220
South At1antiCessesesennnss . +1 49 +7 12 1,202 (x} | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) |(x)
West South Central.. . -8 +6 +3 11 1,942 +50 +5 11 3,89 201 123 202
Mountaine..vaeaus e -11 -1 -2 7 1,124 +4 -3 5 1,846 212 184 239
PACIfiC cun et riesieessineramenninaranny ~-10 0 +8 11 4,062 +24 -3 9 4,943 129 941 133
Hardware......... . -8 +4 +2 168 70,724 +12 -3 154 140,432 222 1841 .238
. -2 +11 +4 35 11,255 +12 b 30 17,675 174 1531 199
. 0 +8 +9 32 16,033] +14 -6 31 25,884 167} 147] 191
. ~12 +2 -1 19 12,237 0 -3 19 29,656 242 215] 255
South Atlantic....... Cvrereda -15 -5 -2 22 5,001 +12 0 18 10,907 252 191} 240
Fast South Central.... sreecansens ~13 -1 +1 14 4,047 +17 -1 12 9,3% 263 1941 261
West South Central... . -3 ~3 -1 14 5,343 +14 -1 9 8,737 258 209! 253
Mountain....sus.. . -14 +8 A 8 2,445 +20 0 5 3,341 309 2691 316
PacifiC..c.ovanas . -10 +2 +2 21 13,915 +21 4 17 33,779 271 2021 286
Industrial supplies.... . =2 +6 +2 138 22,011 +3 -1 111 34,272 183 1721 196
New England...... . -3 +8 +1 13 1,122 +3 -1 12 2,346 224 2071 244
Middle Atlantic.... 0 +7 -2 29 4,402 0 -2 22 7,169 186 189} 202
East North Central... -4 +8 +7 20 5,139 +12 Is] 19 7,574 150 128| 162
West North Central. -1 +4 +3 12 1,960 +4 -1 11 2,699 169 153] 167
+5 +7 +3 20 2,207 +5 +2 17 4,205 211 211 223
42 +11 Q 7 1,495 +5 -1 7 2,471 165 161{ 186
0 +8 +3 28 4,856 4 -2 16 5,742 192} 188| 215
T o R, -23 -14 -3 9 830 =3 -2 7 2,066 310 239 257
WLy e ve st nssasiaannensennsonnnnnsennnn =11 +10 =3 125 8,619 +7 +2 78 14,734 238 2001. 261
-8 I 1 7 604 | {x) ) {x) (x) (x) x) [(x)
Middle Atlantic...... -16 +12 -9 37 2,79% -7 +3 19 3,439 219 1841 228
East North Central... -4 +12 +5 37 2,190 +8 -7 26 4,119 214 191} 260
-8 +5 [s] 13 1,032 +8 +1 11 2,535 248 2121 258
-7 e s 6 350 (x) | (x) (x) (x) x) | (x) |(=)
+1 +1 +9 5 2061 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | &) Hx)
~14 +15 -7 17 1,422 +22 +13 10 3,580 319 2431 350

See footnotes at end of table.
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Sales

Inyentory, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock-sales

1
Percent change October 1953 panel Percent October 1953 panel (gg;éggt)
Geographic division change
and ogﬁémi?53 ig5§°' HNumber of | Reported 0§:émf?53 Number of | Reported
kind of business from estab- dollar estab~ dollar Oct. | Oct. |Sept.
Oct. |Sept. |10 mo. lishwents | values Oct. | Sept. | lishments | values 1953 | 1952 {1953
1952 1953 | 1952% | TOPOTMINE (o5 gog) || 192 | 2953 | xeporting | (.10 gon)

Lumber and building materials..au..ee.s -10 +4 +1 78 | $14,529) 10 -2 58 $13,2131 121| 101 132
Middle AtlantiCe.icessssnnans +2 +13 +8 17 4,120 +20 +h 11 1,526 48 41 53
East North Central...us...s -8 -1 +5 11 1,290 +29 +3 8 1,190 143 103 138
West North Central. -19 -1 -5 7 713 0 -2 4 262 56 49 58
South Atlantic....... -9 0 -3 11 1,873 +14 +7 9 1,779 180 157 181
South Central, resean -12 -17 +5 5 910 it {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Mountaifi..ciaseaesns Cereraen 24 -1 ~4 7 2,159 +8 -3 6 3,349 173 122 173
PacifiCua.esrennarranecensaseinnnasensanns 14 +14 -1 7 1,367 +22 +1 [ 2,115 156 110 176

Machinery equipment, supplies (except
€1eCtTical) creciriecnterracanaanencsnrnrans =2 +4 -2 56 8,609 +3 -1 “b4é 17,766 250 226 258
New England........ seeen w1 +2 +6 5 461 A [9] 4 998 303 301 299
Middle Atlantic...... e =1 +17 -2 7 1,578 +4 -1 4 1,857 126 124 151
East North Central. +14 +5 +3 10 1,662 +4 =2 7 1,723 176 159 166
South Atlantic..... +27 +24 +7 9 1,417 o =27 8 3,124 234 300 296
South Central.... vea =31 -16 -12 14 1,226 +5 ~5 13 6,474 538 352 481
PaCIfiCisienarieinssnerserciecssnsnocanns -9 +7  -11 8 997 +9 +3 5 2,112 405 281 421

L -3 -1 +17 46 15,860 +33 +3 42 27,960 180 132¢ . 1737

Paints and varnisheS..essevesercareencennane +10} 424 +9 49 8,047 +8 -2 45 18,191 230 235 290

Plumbing and heating supplies. -8 Qg ~1 135 19,815 4 o} . 114 28,672 162 142 166
New Englandesesseresooavass . 4 +2 -3 7 a2 {x) {x)" {x) x) {x) =) (x)
Middle Atlantic.... . -9 +13 +1 31 3,009 ~1 -3 24 3,683 144 131 170
East North Central. . <3 -2 +5 18 2,033 +6 0 16 3,078 169 158 163
West North Central... . ~12 0 +y 14 1,597 +4 -2 12 2,577 176 147 180
South AtlantiC..iss.. . -8 +3 -3 39 8,974 +4 +2 39 13,397 149 132 151
East South Centraliseeiesessressncnnerares -13 ~6 =9 10 1,882 -9 -1 9 2,833 153 145( 144

Refrigeration equipment,parts {commercial).. +8 =3 +15 76 2,142 +5 =4 &6 4,165 245 249 242
Middle At1antiC.ceseiuenessosansorensnnnns +2 -17 +16 14 597 +7 -8 11 893 226 210 191
Fast North Central. rresasen . +18 +3 +10 18 297 +18] +8 13 709 314 326 320
West North Central. . s} +1 +21 5 238 ~16 -8 5 384 161 192 178
South Atlantic..... o +6 -1 +15 24 604 +9 -5 24 1,468 243 238 253
South Centrals..... . +5 +8|  +12 4 1694 (x) (x) (x) x (x) (x) (x)
Pacificiciiiensaas tevessrsessarresaan +33 +22 +8 10 199 -5 -5 9 398 343 409 388

Surgiecal, medical equipment, supplieS....... +4 +3 +5 27 5,229 +7 +2 24 6,060 123 119 124
Middle AtlantiCe.ciesavenioesnanea . +8 +2 +11 5 993 +22 +2 4 999 112 100 109
East North Central...... . +3 -1 +2 7 2,067 +6 + 6 2,314 120 117 115
South Atlantic.isssesas . . +4 o +13 5 890 +13 -1 5 1,084 122 113 123
South Centralsseceeieiveiesrsensansonenian 0 +32 -2 4 642 ~5 -2 4 709 110 116 150

2T -6 =21 +1 40 1,770 +23 +4 34 956 60 48 46
Middle Atlantic...:vusus.. e -22 ~47 o] 8 316 +82 -22 7 133 43 18 29
East Nerth Central s -1 -12 +2 11 563 oy +5 10 258 A8 46 41
West North Central. P ees ~10 -23 -5 5 102} (x) (x} (x) (%) {x) (x} {x)
South AtlantiC..visceericsnonana ee +2 ~16 +4 5 405 +31 +28 4 284 77 62 51
Pacificiiieiiiuiiiniiieiiientnonnnenrnnanne -1 -1 -5 8 338 +13 =4 7 219 70 66 79

Chemicals, industrial....... -1 +7 +16 18 3,222 +9. +1 15 1;%06 67 60 72

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)..... -20 -5 -1 19 4,171 -4 =5 12 4,316 140 119 131

L +1 +13 -2 21 4,203 -18 -2 19 5,308 129 159 150

L T -3 +8 41 38 1,420 +3 0. 21 770, 108 99 113
Middie Atlantie... cean -8 -3 +1 7 307 0 +8 4 202 140 114 107
East MNorth Central..... . +3 +7 +7 4 134 (x) {x) (x) {x) {x) {x) (x)
Scuth Atlantice.eieiainsanns . ~6 +1 +4 9 199 +19 +16 5 129 02 79 90
East South Centrale.sieesierereeseensnesns -9 +12 -3 9 275 +10 +3 4 34 77 62 73

Dairy and poultry productS.cesesecererenesas =7 +2 +5 19 4,524 ~10 -9 12 1,662 46 50 51

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded).ee .. ens 0 +1 +5 207 70,744 +8 +2 164 108,788 189 174 186
New England......... . +2 +2 +4 11 2,969 +12 +3 9 4,445 201 182 200
Middle Atlantic... . +4 +4 +5 28 12,293 +11 +2 20 13,254 167 160 169
East ‘North Central . +2 +1 +6 27 12,373 +13 +4 21 16,168 168 148 162
West North Central . -4 -2 +3 18 6,643 +12 +5 15 10,952 195 166 179
South Atlantic.... . +3 +2 +5 31 7,983 +10 +3 22 12,220 201 187 202
Eest South Central.. B ~3 +2 +3 17 4,066 +9 +1 13 6,669 199 178 201
West South Central..... . -5 -6 +h . 34 9,299 +1 +2 29 18,054 232 215 212
Mountain..eeeeeecsoionsnnnss . -5 +1 +3 ﬁf 13 2,441 0 +1 i1 5,253 227 215 224
Pacific. enieiinerienininnns . +1 +4 +7 H 12,677 +7 +1 24 21,773 174 163 179

=14 -10 +3 164 44,491 +#12 4 130 74,127 198 151 184
New Englandeseveesss =21 -9 =4 7 850 +11 ~dy 7 1,225 144 103 137
Middle Atlantie... -20 +2 +2 44 6,035 +19 ~4 31 8,648 224 153 231
East North Central -5 -8 +10 14 5,472 +13 -5 14 6,594 121 101 117
West North Central. -19 16 +3 20 14,379 +11 ~4 18 35,077 245 179 214
South Atlantie.... -13 -10 0 22 5,430 +10 -7 16 7,677 158 126 153
East South Central -~13 =12 +1 15 2,300 +21 -9 10 3,626 203 149 19
West South Central.. -17 -12 4 13 3,082 +13 +1 12 5,128 171 127 151
Mountain...vvensrinnenannnen ene -14 -7 -2 6 555 +7 o) 5 1,442 290 233 267
LT . -2 -5 +9 23 6,388 +7 -6 17 4,710 166 158 174

Farm supplies...civevieneiesmesenvecnsennaen ~28 -2 -16 19 2,241 =22 -9 11 911 59 65 68

Fresh fruits and vegetableS..esueosenseonoss ~9 b =6 63 5,526 =19 +22 43 999 29 31 22
New England.... . =21 ~-13 =15 7 299 ~12 +9 6 58 30 25 23
Middle Atlantic.. rrena -4 -7 =6 19 1,504 =37 +2 12 212 30 39 25
East North Central.. . -10 +2 -2 12 1,211 =34 +11 7 39 14 17 13
West North Central.... . -18 ~21 -9 7 571 -9 +25 7 265 46 42 29
South Atlantic........ . -4 +2 -7 5 306 -18 +27 4 . 80 28 341 23
East South Centrales..ees... aeen -1 +6; =10 5 304l (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
LT T -7 +5 -5 5 1,084 +6 +60 4 232 23 20 15

See footnotes at end of teble.
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 WHOLESALERS'! SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
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iﬁ_)tataz are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operationg)

Sales Tnventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stg:ﬁz&;i.es
Geographic division Percent change October 1953 panel z::g;xeﬁ’ QOctober 1953 panel {percent)
kind o[aggs iness Ogﬁém‘ff._ﬁ} }g;;o. Number of | Reported - O?.:(')m]_f” Number of{ Reported
4 trom estab- dollar estab- dollar Qet. 1 Qet. |Sept.
Oct. |Sept. | 10 mol lishm:r.lts values Oct. |Sept. lishmix}ts values 1953 | 1952 {1953
1952 1953 | 1952 | PEPOTMME {aaq 000) | 1952 [1953 | TPOTPE|(add 000)

Groceries, tot8liveissersesarnsnsonraranssss -3 o +2 848 | $153,269 -2 +4 6861 $144,997 122 121 118
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers® -8 -2 -1 552 59,797 ~5 +4 461 63,030 127 123 121
New Englande.ceoess +1 + +4 7 1,809 +8 +5 6 2,662 155 145 153
Middle Atlantiec... -3 -3 +6 18 3,634 +13 +6 12 4,387 139 121 127
East North Central... -2 -1 -2 133 11,319 -3 +2 126 12,285 120 119 116
West North Central. ~15 -8 -1 63 7,227 -5 +2 50 7,953 140 121 123
South Atlentic..... esvesan -2 -2 +1 65 8,376 +2 +7 36 7,455 135 131 123
East South Centralesscssvesnes -6 4} ~h 37 4,510 -11 +5 28 4,238 123 128 117
West South Centrali...... -9 -1 -1 98 13,209 -9 +2 7 13,209 124 124 122
Mountain.e..cseeveracs =13 -5 -1 23 2,539 0 +9 21 3,472 146 127 127
PacifiCicinsncensioronasraavanocsnnsarsas ~17 0 -7 108 7,174 =20 +3 105 7,369 111 113 109
Voluntary-group wholesalers.. 0 +1 +4 186 63,529 +1 +4 143 58,136 123 121 116
New Englantseecsancscvannss +5 +6 +5 9 4,055 +1 +2 8 2,436 114 109 110
Middle Atlantic...ecovnas =8 -1 +1 32 12,150 -3 +7 22 8,147 138 136 128
East North Central.. +9 +1 +8 41 11,355 +8 +11 29 9,922 107 109 97
West North Central. -2 -3 +3 61 20,942 =2 -1 61 26,035 124 124 122
South Atlantic... +5 +5 +3 1 - 12 3,306 +6 +4 L) 2,090 117 114 114
PacifiC.escavessrasensvrrrosacrararnrsen +4 +12 +3 24 6,965 +16. +22 10 3,192 124 106 106
Retailer-cooperative warehouses..ssscsesse +h =B +9 18 12,071 +7 +4 12 6,317 95 91 91
Specialty lines wholesalerS...esesvrensess -1 +16 +5 92 17,872 =5 4 70 17,514 117 126 133

New Englandeceseeseasrens -18 21 -5 4 82} (x) {x) {x) {x) (x} (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic..,c.sseee -2 +18 +6 22 4,945 +1 -2 16 3,836 86 84 104
East North Central.......... ~10 +23 -6 9 838 +18 +5 1) 372 76 65 76
South Atlantic.... +3 +13 +3 14 1,566 +13 i 10 1,220 85 78 5

East South Central.. -10 0 -4 5 617 (x) {x) {x) {x) {x) (x) (x)

West South Central.. +7 +9 +11 . 5 4354 (x) {x) {x) {x) {x) (x) {x)
PaCifiCecevescrsnriensnrasssresansnansss -5 +20 +1 26 7,737 ~-14 +6 23 9,981 161 185 193
Leather and shoe findingS...ceeessscnsavsenns -14 =7 d 24 479 +3 0 11 1,025 448 361 423

Middle AtlantiCissssssevornnens A +& -3 5 430 (%) {x) {x) (x) (x) {x) {x)

East North Central.ieiecessesens ~7 -9 0 4 931 (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x}

West North Central..... PN =29 ~19 ~14 4 &7 (%) {x) {x) (x) (x) {x) {x)

PacifiC.vsessrananass . £15 -14 -6 6 2174 (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) {x) {x)
Meats and meat ProductS...cosssavensiasnernse =21 =11 -8 40 20,546 =6 +1 36 6,645 37 31 32
Middle AtlantiCesiesssssavine nrsenees =20 -9 -6 10 3,668 -10 o} 10 1,777 48 43 44
East Morth Central cervesan =27 -18 -2 13 8,398 -3 0 12 2,816 36 27 29
South Central....... . -8 -3 +5 4 3,631 -5 +10 4 1,158 32 31 28
PacifiCisecerecaarrracrnssaraasscrnracen =21 =5 -17 E] 3,858 ~4 -3 3 630 28 25 24
Paper and its products . +2 -1 +6 60 10,057 +3 -2 41 8,958 127 126 26
Hew England...,. . +2 +5 +h 5 336 =7 +1 4 347 187 201 180
Middle Atlentle... . +4 -1 +6 16 2,940 +23 -3 9 1,469 91 78 86
East North Central... . +1 +7 +7 18 3,581 +1 -1 141, .3,175 102 102 109

South Atlantic... . #11{ - +1 +8 6 89441 (%) {x) (€3] (x) (x) {x) {x)

South Central. . 0 +3 +3 5 4790 (x) {x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
PacifiCescsnsncusasciasscosssosvrorvennas -3 -19 +6 7 1,614 -2 -3 [ 2,555 193 197 168
Petroleum. ose-toesansnssorarecorooncsasnnsa +3 +8 +3 28 6,002 +9 +3 28 6,005 100 94 105
Shoes and other £OOLWeAT:cesesreresrecossves -7 -10 +2 33 26,918 +1 +1 30 71,939 271 249 243
Tobaccs ProductSe.ccscccacrsesessnsanana -2 -1 +2 269 43,033 -2 +2 161 17 484 61 61 59
New England.. -2 +2 +2 33 3,064 +17 4 12 522 65 54 70
Middle Atlantie.. -1 +1 +3 56 14,337 =14 -2 35 6,722 60 70 63
East North Central. +2 0 +4 62 8,826 +11 +5 36 3,008 60 55 57
West North Central. -3 -2 -2 40 5,417 -3] - +3 32 2,456 60 62 55
South Atlantic........ -8 -6 +1 25 5,428 +16 +6 20 3,114 69 55 61
East South Central. -8 -10 -1 11 1,565 +7 o 5 671 54 45 48
West South Central.. +1 -2 =3 22 1,874 -1 +2 Q 427 42 45 39
Mountain. cenan =7 -3 -2 8 487 +28 +5 ] 322 7 51 &6
Pacific..... +3 +1 +] 12 2,055 =4 -3 5 242 54 55 53
Wines and spirits®.eececeseresrarsrsnosasens =6 +13 +6 278 103,113 +13 48 232 125,803 144 121 152
New England.,. vean . +3 +20 +7 22 5,784 +23 +16 17 3,914 108 91 95
Middle Atlantic.cciv.en . -6 +27 +10 45 32,745 +20 +9. 42 38,466 129 100 152
East North Cenitral..... . 0 +4 +12 40 14,847 +10 +11 30 17,036 132 120 124
West North Central.. . -3 +19 o} 35 8,859 +9 49 30 11,435 184 158 185
South Atlantic...... . -13 -8 +2 42 11,905 +6 +14 41 18,772 162 132 129
East .South Central..... “ -16 +10 -1 11 2,531 0 0 2 4,699 217 186 240
West South Central.. . =5 +27 -3 33 10,793 +20 +5 30 16,455 155 1251 190
Mountain..sesosnnens . +6 +15 +16 12 2,157 +22 +6 11 1,928 115 101 | 126
PacifiCisovesraarsosccones . ~9 +4 +3 37 13,492 +7 +3 22 13,098 153 144 187
MiSCELllBNEOUS s cacaseorsconsnnssesaveraarnres =7 -9 0 32 7,105 +19 +4 21 9,444 210 154 181

[ata]

Insufficient data to show separately.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, ai cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventor-

ies in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, vwhich varies from trade to trade.

Includes repnris received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

The United States total and %otals for some trades include a number of establishments mot assigned to a geographic division.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called ficense" States which do not have State control or monopoly distri~

‘bution at the wholesale level. :

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reports received in time for tabulation. Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown

may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made.

W W N

States comprising geographic divisions
New England {(Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vi.) Fast South Central {Ala., Ky., Miss., Term.)
Middle Atlantic (N.J., N.Y., Pa, West Scuth Certral Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)
East North Central {I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
Weat North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., D. G., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.) Pacific {Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

Inquiries concerning this report should be addressed to: Director, Bureau of ‘the Census, Washington 25, D. C.
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REPORT
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted

to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,298 wholesale establishments in various
kinds of business. ’

SALES

November 1953 sales of merchant wholesalers were down 6 percent from the previous month but were up 1

percent above a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first eleven months of 1953 were 3 percent higher than
for the same period in 1952.

All geographic divisions experienced decreases 1in sales from October 1953, with New England and East
South Central sharing the principal decline (8%). Compared with November sales a year ago, four divisions
reported gains of 1 to 7 percent, three divisions reflected small declines, while ‘two divisions--South
Atlantic and East South Central--indicated no change. With the exception of one--West South Central,which

showed no change--all divisions noted cumulative eleven months® sales in 1953 above +those inthe corre-
sponding period of 1952. -

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 4 trades experienced moderate sales increases over
the previous month. Thirty-two others, led by wholesalers of paints and varnishes (down 30%), indicated
sales declines, while one trade;, electrical full-line wholesalers, remained at about +the same level as a
month earlier. Increases above November 1952 sales were reported by 14 trades, the largest gain being
shown by grocery retailer-cooperative warehouses (186h). Twenty-two other +trades registered declines, the
most substantial decrease (14%) being shown by paints and varnishes and shoes and other footwear. Cumila-
tive sales for the first eleven months of 1953 were higher than for the same period in 1952 in 25 trades--
metals still noting the largest increase (16%).

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of November were down siightiyj(l%) as compared
with stocks on hand October 31, but were 7 percent above inventories of November 30, 1952. Based on the
reports of 3,338 establishments submitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the November

stock-sales ratio of 167 percent was 7 points above that reported for the previous month, and 10 points
above that reported for November 1952. ’

All geographic divisions reflected smaller inventories on hand than a month earlier. However, all but
one geographic division--the West South Central (no change)--noted inventories 4 to 11 percent higher than
a year ago. Appliances and specialties wholesalers, with inventories 29 percent higher than last Novem~

ber, continued to reflect the most substantial change from year-ago inventories. ¢
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS~—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Data are shown by geop

NOVEMBER 1953

Sales

raphic division, where possible without dis
=SS =oAL e LA

losure of individual operationg

Inventory, end-of-month {at cost)

Btock-sales

ratios!

Percent change November 1953 panel Percent November 1953 panel (percent)
change "
Geographic division
Erep and 8 NOL'. 01253 ié;;o ‘| Number of {Reported ?g\orr;_}%:i Number of | Reported
kind of business from egtab- dollar estab- dollar . fNov. [ Nov. | Oct.
lishments | values lishments values {1953 | 1952 | 1953
Nov. | Oct. |11 mo. orbin Nov. {Qct. Teporti
1952 | 1953 | 19507 | T°P € | (add 000) | 1952 |1953 DOTLINE | (add 000)
United States, total?.e.iuiiasenans +1 =6 +3 4,298 :$838,082 +7 -1 3,3381$1,168,294 167 157 160
New. Englande.cescss. +3 -8 +5 257 38,168 +7 -3 181 43,076 155 149 147
Middle Atlantic... +1 -6 +5 743 169,239 +9 -1 560 192,380 141 133 121
East North Central +7. ~6 +6 840 162,648 +9 -2 673 197,512 142 138 137
West North Central.. +1 -7 +2 545 106,410 +5 -2 411 169,708 182 177 173
South Atlantic...... 0 b +2 530 91,222 +10 -1 420 129,777 168 152 165
] -8 +1 209 32,970 +4. -4 165 48,916 175 167 168
-2 -2 0 390 71,932 6] - ~309 109,783 181 175 187
-1 ~7 +5 168 25,478 +11 =3 140 39,564 177 161 170
PaCIfiCicreicraraerinscransciinonntanesinnnes -3 -5 +3 565 112,834 +5 -2 4281 149,220 174 160 169
Automotive suppliesas...s. -6 ~14 +2 399 18,464 +3 =1 220 18,828 262 249 254
New Englanda.... -3 -33 +4 21 670 ~11 =4 9 424 221 252 185
Middle Atlentic...cee... 413 § | +6 +2 49 1,347 +8 +h 40 2,346 219 232 223
East North Central...u.uw. -4 -6 £2 75 4,056 +3 -4 57 6,337 233 214 252
West North Central... -3 -17 +2 107 4,637 +3 +2 30 2,263 305 279 255
South Atlantic........ -16 ~23 +1 20 2,380 Q -2 13 1,115 250 282 235
West South Central. see | =13 -28 -2 12 1,441 -2 +1 7 1,435 350 346 272
Mountain....evsenss PR -2 -1 +13 24 700 +3 -1 20 1,423 300 271 282
PacifiCeicrenrieeniniesientnsstnnensesan -6 -5 +3 88 2,757 +4 ~3 41 3,423 312 272 282
Electirical group, tota8leceeicerervccsnsnenes +3 -2 +7 703 159,083 +12 -6 646 228,735 152 140 158
Full-line wholesBlerS....eseevsssanncvacan +5 0 +8 462 125,023 +10 -7 452 186,259 150 144 161
New England.ecceessns +6 ~-12 +7 33 7,071 +7 =3 33 11,294 160 158 144
Middle Atlantic...... ~3 =7 +7 63 18,161 +81 -6 61 27,718 154 139 151
East North Central. +13 +4 +10 96 31,721 +16 ! -8B 95 40,509 128 125 145
West North Central. +13 k4] +10 45 10,733 +9 . ~n 45 16,148 150 157 160
South AtlantiC...siavvesersan +8 +3 +4 68 17,151 +14 -4 66 28,140 169 160 8
East South Central. -7 -1i1 +9 29 5,201 +24 -5 27 9,973 201 149 190
West South Central.... +1 +3 +5 49 10,848 +3 =7 49 19,501 180 176 198
Mountain.... +14 +10 +12 20 4,660 +11 -12 20 6,090 131 135 163
Pacific..... o] +3 +8 59 19,477 +2 -8 58 26,886 139 135 155
Wiring supplies, construction materials .

Alstributors.veeeersrennanan arsseraren +1 -9 +6 129 11,721 +8 [s] 97 14,078 153 144 139
‘New Englend... . +18 -1 +4 13 794 ~1 0 5 368 153 182 148
Middle. Atlantic.... . 0 -14 +2 25 990 +4 -1 20 1,712 187 182 163
East North Central. . by ~-15 +6 32 4,000 +5 0 26 4,715 149 137 124
West North Central, “en +6 =1 +7 11 1,264 -1 -5 2 1,494 182 197 196
South Atlantic... feaen +3 -13 +13 18 2,074 +23 +3 15 2,244 119 99 101
South Central...... ceene -2 +1 -2 12 1,353 +14 +2 9 1,978 181 157 179
Mountain...eeeennan . 4 46 +3 6 437 =11 -8 (x) {x) b x) Hx) {x)
PacifiCareeenvecinecarsoons eveansees +13 +3 +15 12 809 +15 0 1L 1,290 161 159 165

Appliances and specialties wholesalers....| -11 ~10 +6 112 22,339 +29 -5 95 28,398 158 114 148
New EAglan(ee.esscssassesoenncavsonsosns =7 ~18 +14 12 1,862 -3 -12 i1 1,893 106 104 99
Middle Atlentie.... =12 wd +5 26 9,286 +28 -13 21 8,450 150 112 161
East North Central. -14 -20 +14 13 2,565 +38 -3 9 3,554 157 95 125
West North Central. +24 +3 +22 13 1,882 +23 -3 12 2,811 151 154 162
South Atlanbic.essiseonss . ] -14 ~14 -1 20 2,51 4391 . -8 19 4,067 173 111 165
Sonth Central.... ~28 ~-14 -3 10 1,243 +18 -2 8 2,501 210 127 185
Mountain...cv.ue -19 ~5 +1 6 770 +17 o 6 1,631 212 147 201
PacifiCierecrnsansanss -6 -13 +4 12 2,220 +56 +23 9 3,491 169 102 118

Furniture and house furnishingS............. -3 -15 43 85 14,978 +11 -5 66 23,375 186 161 167
New England......... 0 -15 16 5 880 417 0 A 1,068 160 136 i38
Middle Atlantic.. +3 22 +2 14 2,688 +9 =14 10 3,556 185 166 159
East North Central. ~5 =12 +4 10 2,072 +5 -5 9 3,689 198 180 182
West. North Central. =7 =21 -1 13 1,846 +7 -5 i3 3,897 211 184 175
South Atlantic... +2 14 +6 11 916 | (x) {x) (x) {x) {x) {(x) (x}
West South Central. +4 +2 +3 1 1,989 +31 -8 11 3,576 180 143 201
-15 -6 -3 7 1,056 -3 -3 5 1,787 233 214 212
Pacificesivecessinnn -5 -19 +6 11 3,297 +13 -4 9 4,752 154 130 129
Hardware.eeeesvesscanoe -1 =13 42 161 60,691 +6 -5 137 130,858 246 228 226
Middle Atlantic.... +2 -18 +h 33 8,667 + 0 28 16,324 211 20€ 171
East North Central. +8 ~14 +9 33 14,081 +9 -8 30 24,173 190" 187 ] 180
West North Central. =9 ~17 ~2 19 10,144 =3 ] 19 27,872 275 25, 243
South Atlentic..... +1 -7 -1 18 4,291 +9 -1 16 10,452 270 248 252
East South Central. +12 +3 +2 12 3,934 +1 ~-10 11 8,154 228 257 262
West South Central. -3 -5 -1 14 4,914 +7 ~5 8 7,762 258 230). 258
Mountaite.sesesnnse -10 -21 4 8 1,939 +12 -6 5 3,135 376 301 309
Pacific...vcuneenss -8 ~11 +1 21 12,358 +14 -5 17 31,981 291 236 272
Industrial supplies.... 0 ~11 +2 136 19,600 +4 ] 112 33,728 197 188 177
New England.......: +8 -9 +2 15 1,237 +3 ] 14 2,762 237 254 228
Middle Atlantic.,.. +2 -9 =2 27 3,464 -4 -2 21 5,896 191 204 172
East North Central. +4 -13 +7 20 4,965 +12 -2 19 8,223 169 156 144
Wesgt North Central. +2 -13 +3 12 1,701 +5 +1 11 2,723 184 185 188
South Atlantic..... -1 -13 +3 19 1,668 +17 -1 15 3,445 235 198 207
East South Central. +5 ~-10 +1 8 1,555 -1 0 8 2,980 192 203 161
West South Central. -7 ~13 +2 28 4,238 +2 +2 18 6,050 222 186 193
PacifiC.iessnrenans ~16 +4 4 7 772 ~7 +2 6 1,649 225 202 233
Jewelrysveoenes ~12 -6 -4 124 8,158 +5 -7 75 13,789 227 19. 234
New England........ 718 13 =) 8 533 [ (x) x) x) x) x) x) x)
Middle Atlantic.... ~16 ~10 ~10 35 2,418 ~4 =3 17 2,856 200 75 200
Eagt North Gentral. -8 -9 +3 39 2,227 +12 -3 28 4,772 237 196 205
West North Central. +1 +6 o i2 970 +11 -4 10 2,198 230 210 256
South Atlantic...e.uses. -3 -3 -4 6 338 [ (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) |{x)
Eagt South Central.... eveeees -5 +81 +10 4 110 | {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
22 & 5 =21 -3 -9 17 1,392 +2 -20 11 2,972 244 197 325

See footnotes at end of table.
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See footnotes at end of table.

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
- ratios?
Percent change November 1953 panel l:g:g;:t November 1953 panel (percent)
Geogr: aph:zddivismn No;t.. 0;?53 li;;g' Number of | Reported Ng:(.mfﬂ Number -of | Reported
kind of business from estab- dollar estab- dollar Nov. Nov. | .Oct.
; Nov. | oet. |11 mo. lishments | values Nov.| Oct. lishmet}ts values 1953 | 1952 | 1952
1952 | 1953 | 19527 TOPOTEINE | (044 goo) || 1952| 1953 | TEPOREANE| (054 goo)

Lumb&r avd building natérials... 51 -17 0 79] $12,625 +8 41 577 #1331 153 132] 122
Middle Atlanticeerasovanss 0| -23 +7 19 3,368 +20 +5 11 1,609 67 59 4B
East North Central.. =3 ~21 +4 12 1,399 +35 -2 8 1,163 181 118 143
West North Central +4 -7 4 7 664 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
South Atlantic.... «1| «15 -2 1 1,590 +8 -6 9 1,667 204 177 180
South Central.. +4 | 43 +5 4 914 |l (x) | (x) (x) | (x) x) | (x) | &)
Mountain... seane ane ave -26| -20 -6 7 1,738 +4 +1 6 3,375 217 155 173
PacifiCirercassasansscvennsnvnsns +3| -12 0 [} 1,194 +16 +3 6 2,189 183 162 156

Machinery equipment, suppiies (except

electrical)visearasvsennsas =1 -6 ~2 54 7,778 +2 +1 49 17,186 269 250 248
New England....... +11 -6 +6 5 432 4 -2 4 978 302 361 303
Middle Atlantic... +3 | 14 -1 7 1,328 +1 4 5 1,797 139 143 125
East North Central +8 +8 +4 10 2,024 +7 +4 8 2,016 172 165 162
South Atlantic..... 0| ~20 +6 7 711 +2 +2 ) 2,097 325 320 257
South Central =71 -15 -12 14 1,042 4] +1. 13 6,545 645 596 538
PACIfiC.icnennnrnrovensreinanssassnacsnnss -11] -12 -11 8 874 +8 -1 6 2,229 385 249 390

2 +6 -5 +16 46 14,797 +27 -1 42 26,513 182 153 175

Paints and varnishes..eevevessevssessasaares -4 1 -30 +7 46 5,616 +6 -2 42 17,598 321 256 230

Plumbing and heating supplieS...ecsvvevssnee ~31 -13 ~1 138 16,746 -1 ~3 117 27,143 182 177 163

+7 | =10 -2 7 3701 (x) x) - {z) {x) (x) {x) {x)
=6 | =21 0 30 2,330 42 0 23 3,538 175 168 143
Eagt North Centraliceeesss +14 1 -11 +6 21 1,853 -1 ~3 19 3,385 205 232 186
West North Centralesessessseses +3] -11 +4 186 1,787 + =2 14 3,176 18% 186 173
South Atlantic...... an «4 ) =12 -3 381" 7,192 =3 ~5 38 11,265 157 154 145
=117 -20 -9 |- 10 1,503 -7 -2 9 2,777 188 177 153

+4 1 -10 +8 4 938 | (x) (x) {x) (=) (x) (x) {x)

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial). +117] 17 +14 83 1,871 -2 -3 72 4,350 296 325 251
Middle AtlantiCeeevevareocnscosonrsennanes +26 -7 +16 15 642 -1 +3 12 1,007 222 290 201
Eagt North Central. » +131 ~13 +10 17 175 +7 -2 12 561 492 494 442
West North Central 241 -14 +21 5 204 -8 +5 5 405 199 268 161
South Atlantic....... -81 ~-25 +13 24 456 +1 -5 24 1,392 305 277 243
South Central... =2 | =26 +12 5 120 -32 -29 4 146 243 345 273
PRCIFICcsvaesasrnocsnacuvoncnssannnasnas +7 =27 +8 15 218 +1 -5 14 748 499 472 366

Surgical, medical equipment, supplies. . +5 | -10 +5 35 5,292 +7 +2 28 6,943 145 144 127
Middle ATIantiCeusccracsvencronons +20 +1 +32 7 1,087 +14 -3 4 911 104 115 110
East North Central..... +3 | 12 +2 11 2,247 +7 +6 8 3,048 152 146 127
South Atlantic.... 42 -1 +12 6 850 +12 =1 6 1,175 138 126 123
South Central.. -8 | -26 -1 4 473 -2 +3 4 732 155 145 110

BeETveeitcieeenebrcoctirrrncrsaresanrravases ~5] -4 41 36 1,418 +12 <12 29 756 ‘60 51 58
Middle Atlantic..... T -3 +3 ~1 7 304 +35 =17 6 104 35 22 43
East Norih Central. +3 -9 +2 11 510 +15 -2 10 254 52 47 48
West North Central +6 -8 4 5 9% I (x) {x) {(x) {x) (x) {x} {x)
South Atlantic.... -11{ -25 +3 4 299 | (x) (x) (x} {x) {x) (x) (x)
PacifiC s cieainatsnnnsesrrocssenesnrennans -6| -28 -5 [ 176 -16 -16 5 114 79 90 63

Chemicals, industrial.... +1 -6 +14 19 3,031 +9 -2 15 1,865 71 64 67

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes).....,| -12] -18 -2 18 3,39 || +10 -7 12 4,003 (| 164| 135 140

£08lutsieeciesravnaonracsvntsnasnrasssansnas -6 -2 =3 20 3,925 -5 +14 18 5,640 147 144 127

Confectioneryeneevereresncossoronsaneansnae +1 -6 41 37 1,272 +3 =1 21 734 118 114 108
Middle Atlantic... +5 +6 +1 6 295 B (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
East North Central +1 -2 +6 4 129 | (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
South Atlentic.. e -8 +3 9 184 +7 -11 5 115 99 89 102
East South Central...ccevrensencararancsos -1 -7 -3 10 260 0 -5 5 35 78 73 77

Dairy and poultry productiSeiseeeasvesncoesas =3 +4 +4 25 7,632 =20 ~14 18 2,449 38 48 45

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)........ +6 =6 +5 204 65,857 +6 -5 159 102,170 192 191 189
New England... +7 -7 +4 11 2,655 +13 -6 8 3,893 204 189 198
Middle Atlantic... +4 «9 +5 25 10,544 +7 -5 17 11,363 173 169 164
East North Central. +9 -5 +7 26 11,244 +8 -4 20 14,873 175 172 171
VWest North Central. +4 -6 +3 17 5,873 +h -10 14 9,136 186 185 193
South Atlantic..... +5 -1 +5 30 7,800 +8 -5 22 11,941 199 189 202
East South Central. +3] =31 +3 pys 3,948 +4 =5 13 6,311 194 196 199
West South Central. ¥ =2 +4 34 8,622 ~h -6 27 15,927 223 246 234
Mountaifie.eeenanson +16 J, -10 4 16 3,605 +22 +1 14 7,929 227 216 203
Pacific.sseianenses +4 ~9 +7 28 11,566 +5 -4 22 20,797 182 181 174

Dry g00dScveeceesnens ~4 1 =15 +3 156 37,612 +8 -6 129 69,749 222 202 199

-3 -1 4 5 587 -3 ~11 5 639 109 109 121
=7 -1 +1 45 6,380 +13 ~9 33 8,728 231 195 219
=21 -21 +9 14 4,324 +4 0 14 6,808 157 148 124
+1] -186 +3 17 11,891 +6 -7 16 32,217 273 259 245
South Atlantic....... =41 «15 =1 21 4,679 +4 -10 16 7,242 171 157 160
East South Central... =21 =17 +1 13 1,660 +20 14 9 2,818 233 184 216
West South Central. -9 ~19 -5 14 2,512 +2 ~9 14 4,815 192 172 172
Mountain.. ~16:| -11 -4 6 496 +6 -8 5 1,321 295 236 290
PacifiCeerenaiesvecetuoeranisanensnsoesnas ~12} <20 +7 21 5,083 +19 +10 17 5,161 208 175 166

Farm sUppPlieSceerecceccannesnreccrrsrensnsns -5 +5 =15 19 2,330 -18 -1 9 642 52 66 51

Fresh fruits and vegetableS.ceerveesecrennas =3 +2 =5 58 5,315 =14 +23 36 973 30 33 26
New Englande..ceevvsssscnens -16 -7 =15 7 279 +3 +11 5 63 51 41 44
Middle Atlantic..aceassoes 2] -13 -6 15 986 =43 +15 8 30 9 13 8
East North Central...... -4 1 +18 -2 13 1,579 -58 +34 7 &7 9 19 10
West North Central.... +11 | +19 -7 7 682 -12 +6 7 281 41 52 46
South Atlantic.... 22| -4 -8 5 262 ~22 +13 4 S0 37 38 28
East South Central, ~13| -13 -11 5 264 1 (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x) ] {x)
PACIFICa e annssonsonunsonsroscnnssnarenes 81 -5 -5 4 945 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x}
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IData are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of imdividual operations]

R Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cest) btggi;i:fes
Percent change November 1953 panel Percent Novenber 1953 panel {percent)
: : hange
Geographic division °
and ch; o;‘fB 1191;1;' Number of { Reported Nz:;mfﬁ Mumber of | Reported
kind of business From estab- dollar estab- dollar Nov. | MNov. | Oct.
Nov. | Oet. | 11 mo lishmex.\ts values Nov. | Oct. 115hm:!£ts values 1953 | 1952 | 1953
1952 | 1953 | 19524 TOPOFHIREY (a4g 000) || 1952 | 1953 [FPPOTHUE Yaaq 000)

Groceries, 1018Llieecsvrenesensscsesrnosonses +3 -6 +2 8481 $145,373 -3 =1 678]  $143,408 129 135 123
Nonaffiliated full~line wholesalers®...... -1 -8 ~1 551 55,430 -8 -3 454 60,068 135 142 129
New Englan@ecsesecceecivnosesncenns - +2 -5 +h 7 1,711 +1 A [ 2,553 156 158 155
Middle Atlantic..... +8 =9 +6 18 3,202 +12 -3 11 4,024 153 149 141
East North Central.. +7 -9 -1 135 10,428 -6 ~1 121 11,459 143 157 128
‘West North Central.. -5 -8 -2 60 6,746 -6 -5 47 7,567 140 139 137
South Atlantic...... +1 -5 +1 64 7,793 -2 -2 36 7,203 136 141 134
East South Central -1 =11 -4 38 3,701 -8 +2 30 4,239 141 150 122
West South Central.. ~4 -7 -1 100 12,848 =12 -7 77 12,272 123 131 124
Mountain...eeavose =10 -10 -2 22 2,235 by -3 2L 3,377 158 148 146
Pacificievieienroessoconcorcssoaonsassnn -8 ~5 =7 107 6,764 =21 o 105 7,374 117 135 111
Voluntary-group wholesalers. +6 -5 +5 185 60,639 +2 +1 142 58,824 128 132 122
New ENZ18T0. s vreenenanesne +8 % ¥5 9 3,938 +3 2 7 2,168 122] 130] 113
Middle Atlantic.sveverennnnveonns +3 =3 +1 29 11,116 +2 +4 21| ©° 8,630 141 145 132
East North Central.isc.cevevasaes . +11 -3 +8 42 11,545 +5 ] 29 9,905 109 116 107
West North Central....ceveecnes . +3 ~3 +5 59 20,281 +1 +2 59 26,599 131 134 124
South Atlantic..e... cen . +2 -8 +4 12 3,039 +1 -1 6 2,075 124 141 117
East South Central . -6 -10 ~4 5 691 -6 +4 5 977 141 141 123
PACILEC s s seanesnaeransosneorenssonsnes 8] 15 43 24 5,896 || +13 42 10 3,261 1 138] 131 124
Retailer~cooperative warehouses.. s +18 -2 +10 19 11,969 +9 +3 12 6,527 103 114 95
Specialty lines wholesalers....vecessenees -2 =5 +4 93 17,335 ~7 Q 70 17,989 124 132 118
New England...ccesesssecace s . ~12 -5 -6 4 16 -19 +1 4 7% 45 49 42
Middle Atlantic... . +7 =21 +6 19 3,708 =11 +5 13 3,745 116 142 84
Zast North Central.. . +24 -6 b 10 801 +10 -2 7 367 T4 81 75
South Atlantic....... csesasnen . -8 -11 +1 16 1,864 -1 +9 -1l 2,185 129 119 106

East South Centrale.esseeseesaness . +5 +13 -3 5 695 § {x) {x) {x) (x) {x) (x) (x)

West South Central..,..... . +2 -10 +10 5 391 |} (x) (x) {x) [€3] {x) (x) (x)
PacifiCecservenans . =12 +3 -1 27 8,041 ~13 b 23 9,559 - 147 148 161
Leather .and shoe £indingS...coveveersoansnee ~4 -6 -4 26 519 A -3 13 1,108 393 360 378

Middle Atlantic...... vase -10 -16 -4 5 36 {x) | (x) (x) x) (x) {x) (x)

East North Central. +14 +3 +1 4 96 || (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)

West. North Central. -2 +9 -13 4 517 {x) (x} (x) {x) (x) (x) {x)

PACITIC.  eeeiaaessranrnnanaeraessionnnes -9 -5 -6 8 21511 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (@) jxy |G
Meats and meat productBecesevscecrvivosenans -1 7 -8 37 17,650 A #13 32 6,799 44 42 37
Middle Atlantic......... by b -6 9 3,255 -8 +1 9 1,629 50 52 48
East North Central...... +2 b -9 13 8,059 +12 +28 12 . 3,611 47 43 36
Pacificiciieainencrssocronsncacsnasansns b ~12 -16 5 3,391 =7 +1 4 636 30 32 28
Paper and its products. +8 -8 +6 59 9,983 +3 [§] 40 9,623 134 141 122
New England...... +10 -7 +4 5 311 ~-10 -3 4 333 181 | 222 181
Middle Atlantic..ccesenes +5 -9 +6 14 2,833 +9 wdy 8 1,656 91 o3 88
Fast North Central.... +10 -8 +7 18 3,812 +5 +2 13 3,357 107 109 93

South Atlanticeeseeos, 2Bl -4 +8 6 861 il (x) (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) (x)

South Centralesseeeess +5 -1 +3 5 475 1| (x) (x) (x) (%) {x) (x) (x)
PaCifiCesececrireracavsnrsoconvssonsasns +2 -16 +5 7 1,299 +2 +2 6 2,595 250 256 202
Petroleumessseacereercrasssarsarsorsssannans +10 -5 +h 29 5,759 0 ~13 28 5,224 91 100 100
Shoes and cther footWear..veiviranasvrassens 14 -20 +1 31 21,518 +17 +5 28 75,094 354 260 271
TObACCO ProfuCtSessacrassesssrsssssssnasnnns +3 -6 2 269 40,451 +9 +10 160 19,939 3 &9 63
New England... [ 2 % +2 32 2,935 || #17 +7 I 543 63 53 65
Middle Atlantie.. . + =7 +3 54 13,140 +4 +22 34 8,848 85 B4 64
East North Central.... +9 -5 +4 63 8,381 +14 +2 35 3,028 68 63 63
West North Central.. +1 -5 -2 41 4,999 +6 +5 34 2,721 65 63 (533
South Atlanticeeecesnaae -1 by +1 24 5,179 +19 0 18 3,001 71 58 &7
-5 -5 -1 14 1,657 +10 -3 9 768 57 47 56
West:South Central,. -8 -7 -3 22 . 1,810 41 o 9 . 492 63 55 60
Mountein...ceesvaess -4 -9 -2 8 442 +18 -1 6 320 77 63 71
Pacific.icascvisroiorrrarecvaecnionnnans +8 b +2 11 1,904 -4 +2 4 218 66 64 57
Wines and spirits®.... +4 +7 +5 283 114,027 +11 +11 236 145,493 151 140 145
Newv England.... +5 +1 +7 21 6,344 411 +6 15 3,918 108 101 105
Middle Atlantic.. +6 +5 +9 48 36,143 +13 +13 45 46,945 140 13 131
East North Central +18 +1 +12 41 15,616 +17 +8 31 20,320 148 152 141
West North Central -3 +10 -1 36 10,250 +22 +17 31 14,057 182 146 179
South Atlentic... -2 +15 +2 42 14,286 +9 +11 40 20,951 153 135 157
East South Centra. +5 +10 -1 12 2,671 -6 +7 10 45710 207 234 214
West South Central..... -5 +7 -3 35 12,066 T4l +4 33 17,964 150 142 155
Mountain..cesvees +9 -13 +15 11 1,851 +20| - +1l4 9 2,072 149 135 110
Pacific.cenrencernsntrasciosncansornanes +1 +10 +3 37 14,800 +9 +14 22 14,556 171 148 151
MiSCEllaneouS . veesvrrsssosvenanesnionsansnns -5 ~15 0 36 6,282 +17 +3 23 10,351 252 203 211

:lc Insufficient data to show separately.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventor-
ies in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade to trade.
2 Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
3 The United States total and totals for some trades include a mumber of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.
4 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups. -
5 Bpased on reports submitted by wholesalers located in ‘the so-called "license" Siates which do not have State control or momoply distri-
bution :at ‘the wholesale level. ’

Hote: Percentage changes are computed on an unwelghted basis by SUmmarizing all reports received in time for iabulation. Since coverage

varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown

may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reéflect, however, the experiénce of those wholesalers submitting

data in esch of the periods for which comparisons' are made.
: . States comprising geographic divisions

Fast South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

West South Central (Ark,, La., Okla., Tex.)

South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.

Mountain {Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.) -

Pacific (Calif.; Oreg.) Wash.}

Inguiries eoncerning this report should be addressed to: Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington, 25, D. C.

New England (Comnn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vi.)
Middle Atlantie (N.J., N.Y., Pa.)
East North Central (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central {Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak.. S.Dak.
Scuth Atlantic {Del., Fla., Ga., D.C., Md., N.C., é.c., Va., W.Va,
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REPORT

FOR RELEASE
DECEMBER 1953  FEBRUARY 5, 1954
SALES AND INVENTORIES

Séies and inventory trehds presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports sybmitted

to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,254 wholesale establishments in various kinds
of business.

SALES

December 1953 sales of merchant wholesalers werewp 12 peréent over the previous month and 1 percent over
a year ago. Sales for the entire year 1953 were 3 percent higher than for 1952.

Increases of 6 to 19 percent over November 1953 sales were reported in all geographic divisions, the
largest gain being noted in New England. New England also reflected the principal increase over Decenmber
1952 sales among the six divisions which reported year-ago gains. Declines of 2 or 3 percent were shown in
the remaining three divisions. Annual 1953 sales in all divisions were 1 to 5 percent above those in 1952,
the principal gain being shared by the New England and East North Central Divisions.

Most of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report noted sales increases over the previous month,
the largest of these being registered by wines and liquors (up seasonally 39%). Substantial gains were also
noted by electrical full-line wholesalers (up 33%) and by jewelry wholesalers {up 2%). Clothing and fur-
nishings, down 26 percent, indicated the sharpest decline from a month earlier. Compared with salés a year
ago, twenty-three trades reported declines. However, thirteen trades, led by electrical full-line whole-
salers, up 16 percent, reported increases over year-ago sales. Annual sales for the year 1953 were higher
than reported in.1952 for 23 trades, refrigeration equipment and parts (up 14%) noting the largest increase.

INVENTORIES

‘Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers &t the end of December were reduced substantially (10%) from
stocks on hand November 30 and were down 1 percent below inventories of December 31, 1952. Based on the re-

ports of 3,318 establishments submitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the December
stock-sales ratio of 133 percent was 34 points below that reported for the previous month and three points
below that reported for December 1952. '

A1l geographic divisions reflected inventories 7 to 13 percent smaller than stocks on hand z month ear—

lier. However, in three of the nine geographic divisions inventories were higher than a year ago. The West
‘South Gentral Division, down 6 percent from a year ago, reported the

sharpest drop in inventories among the
six divisions showing declines. ‘
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS——TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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ﬁzata are shown by geogre hic division, where possible without dis

" WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES , BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

See fooinotes at end of table.

selosure of individusl operations]
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-saies
Percent change Decenber 1953 panel Percent December 1953 panel (;::i:fm)
g > change
Geographic division .
and De;l.‘o::fB 1%91‘53. Reported ?f_gl;_igss Number of | Reported
kind of business Trom dollar estab- dollar Dec. | Dec.| Nov.
pec. | Nov. |12 mo. values Dec. | Nov. lishm:;l‘oa values 1953 | 19521 1953
1952 | 1953 | 19522 (add 000) || 1952 1953 | FPOTMINE | (449 qo0)
United States, $0b81 verrensneeerneaens] #1412 43 $933,333 -1 -10] 3,318 |$1,045,809| 133 136| 167
New England..... sevannannes vrees +7 +19 +5 46,409 -5 -13 180 36,234 109 123 154
Middle Atlantice..sseneas comes} -#1 +18 +4 199,837 +h -13 561 166,181 103 100 141
+2 +10 +5 172,519 +2 -10 659 170,808 112 113 139
+3 +6 +3 113,224 =2 =7 410 156,150 159 169 183
+4 +13 +2 103,150 -1 -12 424 113,818 128 138 170
-2 +11 +1 36,79 -1 -9 161 44,858 140 139 175

West South Central... +2 +12 +1 83,079 -6 -11, 307 98,682 139 151 177

Mountaineivessessrasnsns -2 +10 +4 27,063 +1 ~12 139 32,269 136 135 170

PACifiCisesesnessoussensaorcoroncessrssncenes -3 +6 +2 122,005 -2 -10 426 137,195 143 143 172

Automotive supplies. -9 -8 +1 16,435 =3 -6 206 16,517 242 231 254
New England...a. & 22 +3 526 =15 -6 7 290 234 251 188

Middle Atlsntic.... ~9 ~24 +1 1,019 +3 0 46 2,539 307 276 223
East North Central. -8 T 43 +1 3,896 <12 =17 55 5,092 163 171 230
West North Central. -4 -2 +1 4,289 -5 +2 14 1,105 281 245 234
South Atlentic... -23 -21 =1 1,907 -2 -1 i3 1,236 345 349 270
West South Central. <10 -5 -3 1,401 =9 ~9 7 1,338 281 311 330
Mountaineesconcesses w8 -6 +11 597 ~1 -5 19 1,109 278 259 287
PacifiCessacosoncasssrsssessanssastrvares ~5 ~-12 +2 2,453 +8 +h 42 3,742 339 271 310

Electrical group, t0t8leessessesscrascronnnast +12 +28 +8 201,239 -8 ~22 626 171,545 91 2113 151

Full-line wholesalers..... +16 +33 +8 164,305 ~11 ~2h 458 139,857 86 112 151
New England.esseevsnes 426 +48 +9 10,851 15 26 34 8,841 8L 120 163
Middle Atlentic.... 49 +33 +7 24,108 =10 ~23 61| 21,238 90| 109 155
East North Central. +9 +18 +10 35,717 + -17 92 31,834 8% 94 128
West North Central.. -425 +33 +1l 14,266 -13 ~25 46 12,090 85 121 150
South Atlantic.sesss +33 +50 -7 25,745 <19 -32 67 19,156 76 126 169
East South Central.. +18 +60 +10 8,008 -10 29 29 7,143 89 118 200
West South Central.... +20 +43 +6 15,468 -19 =24 49 14,809 96 142 180
Mountain.,eeesessvse eres] 17 +27 +13 6,208 45 24 21 4,912 79 89 133 °
PACifICacrcrcrcssarcasencesnasrnsscnssses] H+B +23 +8 23,934 -17 -26 59 19,834 83 108 138

Wiring supplies, construction materials

A18tTIbUtOrSasesrsecassscrsatearasercnsane +2 +13 16 12,139 +1 -8 84 11,062 124 124 151
New Engiand..c.... +15 *12 +5 819 | (x) (x) {x) xy T () {x)
Middle Atlanticeseseaes +6 +15 +3 1,452 -6 20 1,956 159 176 196
East North Central +2 +18 +6 44372 -4 =12 22 3,59 105 109 142
West North Central +6 +29 +7 1,469 ‘0 -5 7 1,300 156 162 196
South AtlantiCeeasss +7 +9 +12 2,049 +11 -9 14 1,811 96 93 114
South Centralesseececossss -12 -3 -3 937 +7 =7 6 913 163 142 168
Mounbaineecesss -27 -10 +1 197 |} (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x}
PaCifiCecrcenisanccrsasercrssnsorcasccaon] =10 + ¥12 844 +10 ~2 i1 1,269 152 1 161

Appliances and specialties wholesalers..... ~ +7 +5 24,795 +6 -15 84 20,626 124 113 156
New ENglandeeceeeeescssessisascossrevaans| +1] +14| 412 2,501 <-13| -12 O . L2901 1% 147
Middle AtlantiC.eessecccccernes ~2 +6 +5 9,111 +4 -18 12 4,993 112 114 137
East North Central......... ~22 +11 +10 2,739 -7 =14 11 2,953 114 95 146
+23 + +22 3,202 +8 ~-14 12 2,427 119 141 151

+14 +14 0 2,799 +24 ~-17 20 3,434 123 113 170

«23 +12 -5 1,314 0 -7 8 2,263 182 137 215

=21 -7 -1 1,016 +18 -8 6 1,690 166 112 168

PACITIC e rerevacsascnsasenessonsaarsancas] «lb +3 +2 2,113 +22 -23 5 1,575), 117 87 160

)

Furniture and house furnishings... -4 ~2 +3 14,184 [1] -8 63 20,867 176 167 184
New Englande.cccevecsaress -l +3 +5 950 +18 =14 5 1,189 133 110 156
Middle Atlantic... +3 49 +2 2,741 +10 -5 9 2,973 153 137 1807
East North Central....eeeses -16 -15 +2 1,630 -2 -9 8 3,109 217 148 200
West North Central..... -1 -3 -1 1,758 -3 -4 12 3,708 211 217 212
South Atlantic.... wee| 415 +24 47 1,110 §f (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Central. sene -5 =12 +2 1,760 -2 =16 11 2,992 170 164 180
Mountainessessvarsvavee ~13 -9 -4 956 -15 ~8 5 1,647 219 216 233
PACIfICeenrancoesasesnsrcaroncsssanncssan -6 -2 +6 3,223 -1 -2 9 4,641 153 149 154

HOrdWaTeee sevesscesssesssaovionsancissrasoone -6 4 +1 58,421 +2 -5 136 121,660 239 2231 241
Middle Atlantic.ee..’ b +2 +3 8,995 +9 ~3 26 15,551 19% 174 209
East North Central. . 42 -6 +9 12,993 +5 -8 28 20,878 180 176 183
West North Central... ~5 =5 -2 9,662 ~8 -8 19 25,619 265 273 275
South Atlantic..... ~8 =10 -2 4,342 +3 +2 18 10,992 287 255 256
East South Central... -9 -5 +1 4,431 ~1 ~4 12 8,632 217 199 214
West South Central. -6 -7 ~1 4,388 | - -9 8 6,761 261 251 263
Mountainiecesesanss «17 +3 -5 1,914 +2 -11 -4 2,339 309 274 354

=12 -5 0 11,532 +8 -5 18 30,504 291 236 291
-4 0 +2 17,860 +2 ~1 115 32,9874 216 198 216
+1 +2 +2 | 1,186 +h 0 11 2,462 249 258 256
-3 +1 -2 3,559 +1 -1 22 6,036 190 181 193
Eagt North Central.ces.ecrass 4 -2 +6 3,235 +9 -1 18 6,350 201 178 199
West North Central.ccerersoneas ~30 -3 +1 846 ~-14 +2 11 1,969 259 205 235
-3 -~10 +2 1,754 +7 ~1 16 4y 174 262 236 237
=7 ~14 0 1,296 +2 ~2 7 3,151 243 221 213
+4 +7 +2 4,535 +1 0 18 6,034l 204 187 222
PACifiCaicerseroncvinnssnotcoanracosanaas -9 +7 -5 1,449 ~4 -3 i2 2,811 215 196 227
JEWEIT Y aeeesasrassunecnssrssscasrorvasssnsens -6 +29 -4 9,403 ~21 62 92,963 145 134 236
2] +47 -1 782 | (x) (x) (x) (x) =)
-~12 +4 -10 2,305 ~19 -19 16 2,183 137 145 202
-9 +30 +2 2,085 +13 ~22 117 3,029 168 138 277
-5 +29 -1 1,208 +13 ~14 9 1,803 149 126 222
7] +h4 -2 487 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
+4| 124 + 607 fl (x) | (x) (x) x) | x) | )
PECifiCiavasrsesencencronenisanassocsnnns -5 +38 -9 1,921 & 29 11 2,104 123 123 243
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Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Sto:lé;g:}es
£ost) | -
Percent change December 1953 panel Percent December 1953 panel percent)
change
Geographi:ddivision De;; 1953 1?.9?3) I Number of | Reported Dee, 1953 Number of { Reported
i :. busi o I estab- dollar ~ from-- estab- dollar _|Deec. | Dec. | Nov.
nd  of business Dec Nov 12r;‘: lighments! ‘values Dec. | Nov lishments! wvalues 1953 | 1952 | 1953
1952 | 1953 | 19529 TSPOTEINE | (aqq go0) {1952 | 1953 | TOPOTHINE| (444 gop)
Lumber and building materialg..... =6 =10 0 70 $10,416 -7 =5 50 410,835 146 148 142
© Middle Atlantic... -1 -8 +6 16 2,965 4] -3 9 1,327 64 65 60:
Eagt North Central -3 -16 +3 10 1,127 +10 -7 7 1,133 146 122 130
West North Central.. =11 -30 5 7 464 -6 +6 4 327 152 148| 108
South Atlantic.... -18 ~16 -4 11 1,336 +12 +2 9 1,698 255 183 204
South Centrel... +2| -20 + 4 733 {1 (x) | (x) (x) x x) | |(x)
Pacific..... sesenvae ceaen +11 o 0 7 1,203 - - 6 2,083 175 204 183
Machinery equipment, supplies (except
electrical)uceasnns tesresiraens cerssenaann -6 ~1 -2 - 53 7,685 -1 -1 42 16,819 241 235 268
New England...... . .o 4] +1 +6 5 438 -5 +2 4 996 347 354 302
Middle Atlantic .e +2 +1 -1 6 1,327 +8 +8 4 1,914 147 141 140
East North Central... . ~13 -36 +3 11 1,309 +2 -5 8 1,909 164 173 172
South Atlantic.. L4 -13 +6 7 636 -1 4 5 2,016 371 343 325
West South Centra ~23 +29 -13 i3 1,305 -1 +1 13 6,598 506 395 645
BacifiC.sesecevassenerareannnnrsereronvasas <15 -9 ~12 7 759 -7 -6 5 1,885 394 321 374
MetBLBucseesessrvnsenntosnarsresasreconannss | ~16 2| 3 “ 14,875 +16 0 43 25,230 av2| 124 176
Paints and varnishes...c.eeieceesassnnccnns +4 -24 46 49 4,323 +7 -6 45 16,619 394 384 320
Plumbing and heating supplieS.ceevssssacesen -4 -6 -2 129 16,034 -7 -5 107 24,420 183 182 179
New Englandecceacesaccssncas +7 =21 -1 7 291 )1 {x) [63) {x} (x) {x} (3] [€3)
Middle Atlantic...... ~13 -6 =1 29 2,096 +2 -6 22 3,103 170 141 170
East North Central. +2 <127 +5 14 1,423 +11 0 12 2,609 212 196 184
West North Central. 0 =20 + 15 1,278 +1 -3 13 2,746 229 223 190
South Atlantice.uvenvennns sore .o =6 -7 -3 38 7,430 ~17 -5 37 10,698 158 175 157
Eagt South Centrlecicecsesssasanensssrone | =16 -3 -9 10 1,457 9| -10 9 2,500 | 174| 160! -188
Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial). | -+12 -1 +14 74 1,679 +5 +6 64 | 4,017 297 326 287
Middle Atlantic..ceencicnannnnsserecrrnnas +26 -1 +17 14 564 +1 0 11 917 222 290 243
East North Cemtraliesessessossscooneesanes | 42| <I1] 410 | 17| 70| +16] +15 12 43| 531| 48L| 298
ST T U Y £ O TS 1 T R 1o R b o 24 502 +7 +5 24 1,466 1 "292| 3021 305
South Central... +6{ 421 +11 4 145 4 (x) (x) (x) (x) - (x) (x) (x)
PacifiCeceeenveenens teseseiesesceerersacan o -18 +8 9 130 +1] 7 44 8 373 429 504 398
Surgical, medical equipment, supplies....... +4 0 +5 33 4,919 -2 -6 27 5,874 1 . 130 139 140
Middle Aflantic...cucsveins +7 -10 +12 6 902 +14 -9 4 833 106 160 104
East North Central. 43 +1 +2 10 2,155 -6 -8 7 2,496 129 145 144
South Atlantice.sssesoveversesurcesenransn +3 +4 +11 4 712 +8 ~10 4 852 120 114 138
B T =3 #18 (] 36 1,673 +29 | 0 33 844 53 40 62
Middle Atlantic.... +E +32 ~1 9 457 +17 -5 8 139 31 27 42
East North Central. -2 +12 +1 10 547 +26 -2 10 249 46 35 52
South Atlantic...see -10] +15 +2 4 345 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacific.ueiecioecrsivarsoscansnacccscnssine +1 +18 4 7 264 +17 -11 6 140 62 57 82
Chemloale, industriflB.iiecssceveoncservasces 4 | -4 +13 19 12,906 +3 -3 15 1,800 7L 64 71
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes).....| ~18| -26 <3 19 2,532 2| -10 12 3,621 221! 197 141
L£OBLeerevinssnannessasersssnvorencoovanssans -6 +15 -3 19 4,427 ~20 -25 18 4,213 96 113 147
Confectlonerysciessssncsasrocsrsncasncssanss +3 +16 +1 40 1,486 +7 -4 23 799 97 9 121
Middle Atlantic.. +10 +18 +2 7 383 +1 -7 4 194 118 112 153
Eagt North Centralessesssasseseaes -2 +9 +5 4 140 (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlenbic... +7 +19 +3 10 264 +23 -2 [ 183 98 88 a
Eagt South Centra ~15 o ~4 9 158 o] -3 5 34 68 62 78
West South Central. 2 45| 4 252 1 (x) | (=) (x) (x) () | (x) | (%)
Dairy and poultry produciBeeeccssecescscsnss +2 +14 +4 T3 8,332 ~20 15 17 2,048 29 38 38
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)..ev.es.s b +3 +5 188 64,558 +3 -6 148 90,169 174 174 150
New Englandeceseccsecacerancs . 43 +5 +4 11 2,800 +6 -8 8 . 3,595 178 175 204
Middle AtlantiC.ceencesseas . +4 +3 +5 23 10,703 +12 -6 15 10,311 156 152 172
East North Central. +8 +2 +7 % 10,804 § +10 -6 18 12,811 161 152 172
West North Central. + +5 +3 17 6,196 +6 -5 14 8,653 168 162 186
South Atlaniticecsasaes +3 0 +5 27 7,080 +8 ~5 20 10,072 182 173 1986
East South Central.... +2 0 +3 15 3,623 +6 -2 1 5,388 183 178 189
West South Central.... +7 +7 + 34 9,655 ~2 =5 29 15,737 195 209 220
-7 -4 +3 12 2,120 by -6 10 4,518 224 219 229
+2 +1 +6 25 11,577 T2 -8 23 19,084 166 173 182
=12 -18 +2 149 29,878 4] -1 L 122 66,092 266 243 221
susenn ~7 -16 -4 5 497 +3 ~15 5 655 132 119 130
Middle Atlentice.ssese -12 -1 0 42 6,054 +h -2 34 8,161 246 207 221
Eagt North Central.... ses =12 -17 +8 12 3,416 -5 0 12 6,827 200 185 165
VWeat North Central.... . ~10 -18 42 7 9;583 0 +1 15 32,082 338 305 273
South Atlenticecsss. Y ~6 ~2(] -1 22 3,808 -5 <7 16 6,734 197 195 171
Eagt South Central.... re -3 -22 0 “ 1,324 +7 ~13 9 2,458 254 239 233
West South Centralesvicesvuscnss “es 4 -16 -5 11 1,777 ~15 =7 11 3,479 196 222 176
Mountaine.ceesaensaresenn .ee ] -11 ~4 6 439 ~3 =11 5 1,177 303 282 295
Pacifice.cvansarenreccsncan seessnsvasns -30 ~35 +5 20 2,980 +21 +11 15 4,519 293 230 197
Farm supplles...coeevicecerrcscecnsesasonsns =23 +15 ~16 19 2,396 -14 +14 10 919 82 82 73
Fresh fruits and vegetableS....ccovseersassas -6 +7 =5 59 5,860 =12 =9 39 1,378 30 32 36
New Englandecesscesance -31 -5 -16 6 175 -14 <24 5 48 38 36 51
Middle Atlantic..... -8 +1 -6 v 1,299 -3 +30 1 275 39 35 33
East North Central.. -8 +7 -2 14 1,790 -8 -16 8 404 29 29 36
West North Central,. -13 -1 -8 61 670 |l (x) (x) (x) [CI N 163 (x) (x)
South Atlantic..esses. =11 +28 -9 5 336 -12 -32 61 - 20 20 37
Bast South Central.. +4 -1 -10 4 148 | (x) (x) (x}) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PaCificiueicsrecaneiioirtvencnasinennsanan =14 S -6 4 909 |i (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) -
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WHOLESALERS®' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
DECEMBER 1953

ﬁ)ata are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individusl operatior_xgl
EEEEEES SIS 2

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sa:]l..es
Percent change December 1953 panel Percent ' December 1953 panel (r:g:it)
Geographic division b change
and ec. 1953 |12 mo. . Dec. 1953
kind of business from-~ 1953 | Number of] Reported from— Number of | Reported
. from estab- dollar estab- dollar Dec, | Dec.| Nov.
: Dec. | Nov. |12 moz. lighments| values Dec. | Nov. |1lishments values 1953 | 1952 1953
1952 | 1953 1952 rgpotting (add 000) 1952 | 1953 |reporting (add 000)

Groceries, t0t8leccveeccraavecsdorarsncacens 43 +2 +2 816 | $146,144 =2 b 662  $136,254 119 126 128
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers...... -3 +2 -2 530 54,787 -8 -5 446 56,718 125 130 133
New Englafides.cess +8 Q +h 6 1,559 -1 +8 5 2,562 174 189 159
Middle Atlantic.. +7 +4 +6 17 3,384 +18 0 11 4,169 145 133 15
East North Central. +3 +2 ~1 125 10,121 -9 =5 121 11,567 124 139 131
West North Centra: =5 +1 -2 59 6,492 -7 -4 46 6,898 133 135 142
South Atlantic..... -1 -3 0. 58 7,197 +5 ~4 36 6,858 137 129 137
East South Central. -3 +5 ~4 38 3,918 -7 -5 29 4,000 . 129 132 141
Weat South Centrel. -2 +21 -1 98 12,767 ~15 -10 T4 10,585 110 122 123
Mountain....... “ve -14 ~1 -3 22 2,275 -2 -8 20 3,103 146 128 158
PaciflCicvineesavnrnserssnsccrsocansnses -11 46 -8 107 7,074 =21 =3 104 6,976 106 118 116
Voluntary-group wholesalerBeeeeses +9 +5 +5 184 63,667 + =5 141 55,795 114 121 127
New Englandeceseeesscecss o 14 6 10 %, 700 +5 ) 7 2,208 120 117| 123
Middle Atlantlc..... +3 +3 +1 31 11,960 +5 - 22 8,656 128 125 139
East North Central.. +15 +7 +9 40 11,535 +7 ~7 28 8,790 94 103 108
West North Central.... +15 +8 +6 €1 21,913 o -3 61 25,578 117 134 130
South Atlantic.... +5 +4 + 11 2,941 +5 ~17 6 1,713 99 101 124
PacifiCeiteescesanscrsasaccnonvas +4 4 +3 24 5,681 +15 -9 10 2,970 122 106 138
Retailer~cooperative warehouses...cseceasees +10 -2 +10 18 11,611 +5 -3 12 6,356 95 109 103
Specialty 1lines wholeSalerSe..ssvelfescesse -1 =5 4 84 16,079 -5 -1 63 17,385 130 136 125
Middle Atlantic....... +9 +10 +7 18 4,051 +7 412 11 4,110 118 122 117
East North Centrai.. =14 -15 -5 9 668 +5 ~5]. 7 350 88 81 3
South Atlantic...... 7 +12 +2 1 15 1,920 +5 -3 11 1,950 107 110 124

East South Cenmtral.. -1 +2 -3 5 708 || .{x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x} (x)

West South Central.. 415 0 +10 5 392 |f {x) (x) (x) {x) (x) |'(x) (x)
50: DB £ e T A P 11 -16 ~1 24 6,674 -16 -5 21 8,993 170 17é 148

Leather and shoe findings..

t
I
o
I}
1)
1N}
1
n
N
~
®
Ce
1
W

11 973 676 530 497
Middle Atlanticec..... -16 +3 -5 5 3711(x) [€3) {x) (=) (x) [63) (x)
East North Central..... 41 -15 +1 4 821 (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
West North Central..... 21 -33 -13 4 34 it (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) {x)
PaCifiCececesrrssncosnans ~24 24 7 6 149 i {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
Meats and meat productSesssesvensmacssaveces =5 +10 =7 38 20,636 =19 =17 32 5,958 33 38 43
‘Middle Atlentic..... -3 +8 -6 9 3,512 -6 0 9 1,621 46 47 50
East North Central.. -8 +13 -8 13 9,105 -37 <36 11 2,295 27 39 47
PacifiCeresnressevraces by +13 -15 4 3,625 || {x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (x) {x)
Paper and its pro@uctS.eeersensscenssnssnnss +2 -3 +6 55 8,801 +5 -3 36 7,951 132 130 132
- New EnglanGecssecsensss +8 +10 +4 5 334 +5 +5 4 269 133 150 146
Middle Atlantic........ +5 -4 +© 13 2,391 +17 0 7 1,269 92 82 87
Eagt North-Central...eceee 0 -9 +7 16 3,149 +4 -4 11 2,652 9 99 99
South Atlantic.eescveenas ) -3 +8 5 589 it {x) {x) ~ (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
South Centraleeecseerssnsacrascnsscsanss| ~+15 +6 +4 5 502 f {x) (x) (x} (x) (x) (x) {x)
PRCIfiCeccesrcrcacrsacnrrarsreansannsven -1 #17 +5 7 1,519 +1 ~-10 6 2,331 214 197 250
Petroleuwmsscsssveverarsoansotsasnnsassesannse +7 +24 4 28 7,108 ~42 ~30 28 3,669 52 95 91
Shoes and Other fOOLWEETssesvesanevsncsress =14 +10 [} 30 23,633 -3 +5 27 78,607 335 298 354
Tobacco productSicecscasicseassscssannsonsns -1 +15 +2 243 45,073 +3 -5 142 15,1324 . 53 50 70
New England..... +3 22 +2 28 3,595 +28 +2 7 389 59 48 56
Middle Atlantic... aves +11  +19 +3 51 - 15,650 0 ~17 31 7,165 62 62 85
East North Central..... . 41 14 +4 53 8,537 Q ~19 32 2,224 44 45 62
West North Central.. 42 +17 -2 38 5,537 +5 -13 31 2,188 47 46 64
South Atlantice..,... =7 +7 0 22 5,379 +25 -11 1% 1,682 52 38 61
Engt South Central...vcacass ~11 +11 -2 T14 1,845 +4 -10 9 694 47 39 57
West South Centralicc.eeavercens -9 +8 e 21 1,950 -10 -1 7 368 48 45 51
Mountain..seaens caseraaner -6 +9 -2 5 318 +58 -39 & 134 45 26 79
PacifiCevssvacosonvannnncoveane +6 +19 +2 11 2,262 -11 -22 5 288 32 34 46
Wines and spirits®.... . 43 +39 +5 288 158,603 +9 =19 242 118,052 86 81 151
New Englandss.esss . 47 419 +7 20 7,077 +10 16 16 3,547 70 70 111
Middle Atlantic... . +5 +52 +9 50 57,410 +7 =25 48 37,117 70 69 141
East North Central. . +6 +46 +11 41 22,420 +10 -17 32 15,919 81 78 143
West North Central ’ +1 +19 [ 36 11,369 +20 -8 30 10,529 134 111 185
South Atlantie.... . -3 +34 +1 39 17,001 +14 -20 38 15,900 9% 80 157
Fast South Central e =7 +44 -1 12 4,161 +6 -8 - 10 4,791 136 114 208
West South Central. vas -1 +30 -3 37 15,908 -2 -20 33 14,373 93 95 150
Mountain..ceeranas . +6 +43 +14 14 3,179 +17 -20 12 1,968 il 72 140
PRCifiCirareserveconnncrsonescecsvencans ] +26 +2 39 20,078 +12 ~-15 23 13,908 108 100 72
Mi8CellaNeOUS esveressesrsnernaranssesnssnee -0 +33 0 36 8,357 +12 +5 23 10,878 186 173 252
x Insufficient data to show separately. *
1 Stock~sales ratits are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identlcal group of firms reporting inventor-
ies in conjunction with sales. No adjustwent is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade to trade.
2 Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
3 The United States totel and totals for some trades include & mumber of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.
i Not affiliated with voluniary or cooperative groups.

Baged on reports submitted by vwholesalers located in the so-called "llcense! States which do not have State conirol or monopoly distri~
bution at the wholesale level.

Note: Percentage chenges are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reports received in time for tabulation. Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesslers in the reporting service, data shown
mey not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholeselers submitting
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made. - .

States comprising geographic divisions
New England (Conn., Maine, Mmss., NiH., R.I., Vi) Eest South Centrel (Ala., Ky., Miss., Temn.)
Middle Atlentic (N.J., N,Y., Pa: Vest South Central {Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)
East North Certral (I11., Ind., Mich., Chio, Wis.) South Central ¢ Fast South Central and West South Central combined.
West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Daek., S. Dak.) Mountain {(Ariz., Colo., Idsho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utsh, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., D.C., Md., N.C., 5.C., Va., W. Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.s

Inquiries concerning this report should be sddressed to: Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C.




