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January 1962 sales of merchant vholesalers, estima-
ted at $11.5 billion, were down 3 percent from their
December 1961 level but were up 12 percent over Jan-
uary sales & year ago. The smaller than usual decline
from December sales was due, in part, to the larger
number of trading days in January.

Sales 1n the durable goods trades » totaling $4.6
billion, dipped slightly (1%) below their December
level but were 16 percent above year-ago sales. The
nondurable goods tradeg, with sales at $6.9 billion
during January, reflected a sharper decline (5%)
from previous month sales and a smaller gain (9%)
over sales of a year ago.

The number of trades reporting increases over De-
cember sales was somewhat larger +than +the number
reporting decreases. However, the most substantial
changes were among the trades showing declines.
Sharp declines (mostly of a seasonal nature) were
reported by wholesalers of wine, distilled spirits
(43%), Jewelry (39%), and amusement, sporting goods
(34%). Among the +trades reporting increases in
sales actlvity, the more significant gains were
registered by farm supplies - wholesalers (24%), gen-
eral-line drugs distributors (17%), and waste mate-
rials dealers (16%). A comparison of January activ-
ity with sales of a year ago shows gains for all
trades except air comditioning, refrigeration equip-
ment (-17%), poultry, poultry products (=3%), and
coal. (-3%). The most .substantial gains over Jan-
uary 1961 sales activity were recorded by industrial
machinery, equipment distributors, up 44 percent,
and iron steel scrap dealers, up 34 percent.

A1l geographic divisions reported sales below the
December level. These declines ranged from 1 percent
in the West North Central, South Atlantic , and West
South Central Divisions, to 8 percemt in the New
England Division. Compared with a year ago, sales
trends showed a decline only in the East South
Central Division. The most substantial gains took
place in the New England Division (up 23 percent)
and the South Atlantic Division (up 19 percent).

INVENTORIES

Inventories of merchant wholesalers » exceluding farm
products (raw materials) merchants, estimatedat$i2.8
billion at the end of January, showed 1ittle or no
change from their December 31 level but were 2 percent
higher than stocks on hand a year ago. Stocks in the
durable goods +trades remained virtually unchanged
during the month, but were up 2 percent over lasi
January. Nondurable goods stocks rose slightly (1%)
above the December 31 level, and were 3 percent higher
than stocks on hand a year ago.

Most +trades reported relatively small changes
from December 31 inventory levels. Coal wholesalers
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indicated +the sharpest deeline (19%) from previous
month stocks, while fresh fruit, vegetable whole-
salers reported the largest increase (10%). The
principal increase over year-ago stocks was recorded
by nonferrous metals dealers (up 24%); the sharpest
c(leg%ine, by poultry, poultry products distributors
30%).

The January 1962 stock-sales ratio for all merchant
wholesalers reporting inventories in conjunction with
their sales was 123 percent, up 5 points over the
December 1961 ratio but 11 points below the stock-
sales ratio for Jamuary 196lL. The Jamuary 1962 stock-

" sales ratio of durable goods wholesalers was 167percent

(dovn 22 points from Jamary of a year ago) compared

-with the nondurable goods ratio of 87 percent (down

6 points from a year ago).

GENERAL :

Data in this repart are based ana probability sample,
representative of all merchent vwholesalers in the
country. A description of the sample design, the esti-
mating procedure, and approximate measures of the re—
1liability of the data are included on pages 14 to 16.

! For sale by the Bureau of the Census: Single copy-10d, annual subscription-51.00

An advance release of January 1962 data was issued on March 1,
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Teble 1. ESTIMATED MONTHLY SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

1960, 1961 AND 1962

(Millions of dollars)

1960

Total
Kird of business 1960
Jan. | Feb. Mar,.. | Apr. May | Jume July | Aug. Sept.| Oct. Nov. Dec.t
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL...v..... seeeesss 10,512 (10,901 | 11,870 11,443 |11,522 (13,687 [10,781 11,860 | 11,615 [11,730 | 11,904 | 11,456 | 137,281
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials)..| 9,634 |10,005 | 10,913 10,584 |10,629 |10,918 | 9,958 | 10,926 | 10,726 10,560 | 10,494 | 10,246 125,595
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..+sviveees cervenneennenanaens| 4,462 | 4,555 | 4,945| 4,839 | 4,848 | 4,980 | 4,524 | 4,991 4,850 4,809 | 4,619 | 4,381| 56,803
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total......... .| s88| e03 %9 709 695 | 724 65| 61 635| 661 598 589 7,883
Automobiles, other motor vehicleS......s . . 185 188 296 232 201 216 207 190 183 191 172 184 2,442
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes....... 403 415 453 477 494 508 448 489 452 470 426 405 5 ,441
Electrical g00d8, H0t8Lseecestocccnseraccnsannassnenes 681 697 721 668 77 %40 694 743 768 752 757 762 8,660
Electrical supplies, apparatus . 286 286 299 293 309 338 296 332 321 331 320 321 3,732
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, eleetronic -
PATLs, CQUIPHENt.rsaryansriessnss creesrereennreenen| 396 | 411 422| 375 | 368 | 401 | 398| 41| 47| 421 4371 44| 4,928
Furniture, home furnishings, total.. 214 231 268 236 239 254 216 253 ‘258 269 251 220 2,910
Furniture-household, office....... 62 72 73 67 68 a7 67 80 73 75 71 62 858
Home furnishings, floor coveringS..... 152 159 195 169 17 166 149 173 185 194 181 158 2,052
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies,

e PO 456. 4TL 514 542 553 607 524 591 589 587 532 453 6,422
HATAWETE e cavnrnreroaceseonusssnsonsnnnes 175 192 203 A3 205. 215 191 209 23 214 198 .176 2,406
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies....ese.va.. 229 230 256 258 276 308 265 315 32 309 282 225 ) 3,266

Lumber, construction materials, £otal.sceceecscevseses 488 514 535 575 609 612 580 624 581 573 535 b4bd 6,680
Lumber, milIWOTK....esss . 342 362 370 398 412 398 391 402 372 354 344 300
Congtruction materdala...cuvevvnaaas messesirusavans . 146 152 165 177 197 214 199 222 209 219 191 144 2,237

Machinery, equipment, supplies, total....... cvseennees| 1,099 | 1,127 1,275] 1,244 | 1,245 | 1,248 | 1,141 | 1,216} 1,236|1,157 1,140 1,158 14,287
Commercial, industrial, machinery equipment, |

BUPPlieS.ceciriateenscccnnsosneonancns ee 782 803 889 845 874 854 786 847 883 818 810 800 9,992

Construction machinery, equiyment..... .. 150 151 163 198 203 195 161 188 173 150 146. 159 2,036

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies... . 543 556 629 547 573 557 534 559 612 572 579 551 6,812
Professional equipment, suppiies...... PR . 120 118 127 120 126 140 124 147 150 135 134 129 1,569
Service-establishment equipment, supplieS.....c..a.. 95 100 109 113 102 115 99 11 108 17 105 90 1,264

Metals, metalwork (except scrap), 40t81..c.veececesan . 528 487 500 483 479 473 421 535 448 456 457 440 5,708
Iron, steel, and products . 385 346 358 346 335 323 284 367 299 312 300 281 3,936
Nonferrous metalS.sesecussn terereerartanan vesesccens 143 141 142 137 144 150 138 187 149 144 158 159 1,772

Serap, waste materials, total 339 358 302 309 271 256 225 267 (248 256 251 213 3,296
Iron, steel serape..... e . 202 223 172 187 159 141 126 160 145 151 155 125 1,945
Waste materials...coieeeneas weee 137 135 130 122 12 s 100 108 103 106 96 89 1,351

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL....... sesssccsennrcanssses] 6,050 | 6,346 6,925| 6,604 | 6,674 | 6,707 | 6,257 | 6,869 | 6,765] 6,921 7,285 7,074 80,477

TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materiels).| 5,172 | 5,450 | 5,968| 5,75 | 5,781 | 5,938 | 5,432 | 5,937| 5,87 | 5,750 | 5,875| 5,865 | e8,792

Grogeries and related products, total..... sessssseasest 2,133 2,153 2,370) 2,277 | 2,354 | 2,476 | 2,266 | 2,366 | 2,328 2,272 2,330} 2,336 27,661

General-line groceries....... oo 71 731 811 6 N 799 735 801 805 800 823 812 9,359
Specialty-line groceries. e 651 665 Thd 718 708 752 702 722 720 698 656 694 8,431
Confectioneryeceeesesenes . 60 69 68 65 69 72 66 7L 72 8L 72 €9 834
Meats, meat products..... . 354 347 35 345 392 398 351 384 357 343 388 363 4,382
Poultry, poultry products ees 99 9% 122 122 110 133 112 119 1l 120 138 126 1,411
Fresh frults, vegetableS....veeersrsarsan creenaes 248 247 266 281 303 321 300 269 258 230 253 272 3,245

Beer, wine, distilled alecholie beverages, total 454 510 626 604 624 629 590 637 62 610 723 793 75424
Beer...ccciecinncenvnnonss ceneresan rasienanie . 188 204 227 248 271 287 287 302 261 233 240 239 2,987
Wine, distilled spirits ........... tetsevesecansaras . 266 306 399 356 353 342 302 336 363 376 483 554 4,437

Drugs, chemicels, allled products, total. ........ coen 440 442 461 441 455 470 402 463 464 461 456 416 5,370
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists® sundriea renen 279 276 286 262 263 276 241 270 279 282 287 258 3,259
Paints, varnishes...cvevsessssnnes trvcesensrasecanse 22 2% 27 31 31 3% 30 33 31 30 27 21
Other chemicals, allied products. setiesetcesecinsane 139 2 148 148 16l 161 131 160 154 150 42 137 1,771

Tobacco, 10bacCO ProductS..cissssssosasssocnsssaninnss 307 306 347 331 353 370 348 355 368 359 350 370 4,164

Dry goods, apparel, $0talecsesessvevensccasonsssennans| 531 563 596} 575 545 535 504 | 625 s94| 57 s61. 472 6,675
Apparel and accessorles, hosiery, lingerie,

footwear.covunirnannn hesecesearen eeseciuesiecneanen 193 233 262 %42 215 199 219 288 279 254 255 220 2,859
Dry goods, notions 199 198 199 191 198 211 184 213 193 195 178 139 2,298
Paper, paper producis, exelud:.ng wallpaper, totel..... 324 326 358 345 335 352 - 317 380 364 358 342 350 4,153
BPET e esrvoeseancns feerrenna 267 270 303 293 281 293 276 315 299 295 2%0 277 3,460
Amusement, sporting goods 83 103 17| 139 126 131 131 141 uo| 54 154 | 146 1,554
Books, magazines, newspapers.. 73 7L 75 73 68 71 % 81 80 78 78 79 900

Coalivurenenannnrnns 82 71 79 66 64 65 57 61 62 63 64 &7 802

Farm supplies...... Ceseseresencacsstnns 133 168 216 218 192 181 138 136 151 139 140 129 1,941

See footnotes at end of teble 1, page 3.



Table 1. ESTIMATED MONTHLY SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

1960, 1961 AND 1962

(Millions of dollars)

>
1962 1961 Total
Kind of business ’
Jan. 2 , dan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. } Oct. Nov. Dee.t 1961
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL........J 11,515 |10,295 | 10,153 11,843 10,891 |11,856 |11,963 11,052 |12,444 |11,767 {12,717 | 12,652 | 11,916 | 139,549
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw
materall)seanerieisriraneneannanaand| 10,467 | 9,357 | 9,246°110,834 {10,031 10,967 |11,185 {10,203 |11,390 {10,835 |11,466 | 11,345 | 10,791 |127,650
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL...voeresvocansonanss| 4,646 | 4,021 ( 3,908 | 4,739 | 4,494 4,915 | 5,093 | 4,593 | 5,181 | 4,929 | 5,272 5,059 | 4,691 56,905
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total.. 649 600 566 649 643 674 705 659 660 638 712 874 623 7,803
Automobiles, other motor vehicleS.......... 210 172 166 196 188 197 200 197 166 179 217 216 204 2,298
Auvtomotive equipment, tires, tubeS......... 439 428 401 453 455 477 504 462 495 459 495 A58 419 5,506
Electrical goods, t0t8Ll.eyeeerecaarncncancnas 703 628 616 705 629 677 726 671 776 760 800 822 820 8,630
Electrical supplies, apparatuS............. 292 - 263 258 297 285 314 314 299 340 3m 342 343 335 3,700
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, * | |
electronic perts, equipment......evvvevees 412 365 358 408 344 363 412 372 436 449 458 479 486 4,930
Purniture, home furnishings, total....s.ae... 239 203 203 258 232 249 244 213 273 250 285 272 248 2,931
Furniture-household, offices....... .. 66 60 58 68 67 72 77 62 80 69 79 7. 70 835
Home furnishings, floor coverings...:. 173 143 145 190 166 177 167 150 193 180 206 201 178 2,007
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment,
supplies, totel..c.creinriinrinrinnniennanas 456 428 421 514 494 544 591 527 598 567 600 549 467 6,299
Hardware..ovisvencnonnnannn . 181 166 169 216 198 206 212 188 217 215 234 212 183 2,419
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies... 233 212 207 239 238 | 273 303 274 32 290 308 285 236 3,173
Lumbér » construction materials, total. 452 426 400 527 531 614 625 569 640 585 622 571 452 6,562
Tumber, mIlIWOTK. i .aisssecsorarasnn 310 250 273 360 364 415 418 364 406 380 404 372 302 4,348
Construction materialB..ieiieceiasseronenss 12 135 128 167 167 199 206 205 233 205 218 199 149 2,213
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total........ 1,274 % 1,020) 1,015 | 1,228 ) 1,145 1,258 | 1,270 | 1,148 | 1,310 | 1,252 | 1,286 1,249 1,225 14,404
Commercial, industrial, machinery equip-
ment, SUPPlies..iiuiieiiiiiisiaiianaiinnns 940 704 700 824 77 878 883 795 930 888 01 897 890 | 10,084
Construction machinery, equipment........ 162 138 134 152 172 207 186 167 192 191 175 170 162 2,041
Industrial machinery, equipment,

BUPPLieB. s v iniiiicritnicnnennenn 691 481 484 579 508 567 596 539 632 594 624 630 627 6,860
Professional equipment, supplies.. . 140 120 121 135 122 131 139 136 152 153 147 142 137 1,635
Service-establishment equipment, supplies.. 108 96 92 110 102 207 110 104 14 A109 121 115 105 1,286

Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total...... 517 418 401 492 456 507 543 461 527 502 531 519 493 5,851
Iron, steel, and productS.....o..e.... 368 295 275 351 321 355 375 312 364 ‘32_2 364 354 330 4,039
Fonferrous metals..sv.ue.... PR 149 123 126 141 135 152 168 150 163 160 167 164 164 1,812

Scrap, waste materisls, total...e....e.v.e... 289 237 235 288 292 317 317 285 305 269 328 296 257 3,446
Iron, steel serap......... vee 170 127 133 165 185 201 198 183 188 180 208 182 155 2,106
Waste materiale.eieverresusvsennennunninen 119 o 102 123 106 116 119 101 117 109 120 114 102 1,340

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.:ereesnrneeacnsas 6,869 | 6,274 6,235 | 7,104 | 6,397 | 6,941 | 6,870 6,459 | 7,263 | 6,838 | 7,446 7,593 7,225 | 82,645
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw
meterdala)....couiisiieiiien e 5,822 5,336 5,328 | 6,095 | 5,537 6,052 | 6,092 | 5,610 | 6,203 | 5,907 | 6,194 | 6,286 6,100 | 70,7%6

Grocerles and releted products, total........| 2,501 2,253] 2,197 2,420 | 2,266 2,488 | 2,509 | 2,365 | 2,493 | 2,356 | 2,432 | 2,485 2,422 | 28,690
General-line groceriesS............. . 875 R4 775 829 bicl 835 857 801 865 838 864 880 839 9,955
Specialty-iine groceries. . 765 697 672 754 699 753 743 T4 758 713 716 735 726 8,682
Confectionery...auvvna. . 69 63 7 72 66 71 74 67 74 71 9 73 73 855
Meats, meat products........ . 421 345 337 365 349 391 387 368 404 389 419 417 399 4,572
Poultry, poultry products.. . 112 ilé 111 128 111 119 120 109 114 97 112 126 16| 1,377
Fresh fruits, vegetables......e.vvrnnenan.. 258 238 230 272 262 319 328 306 278 248 242 255 268 3,249

Beer, wine, distilled alccholic beverages, ) .

total.......... e Cereeias i eaeas 528 469 501 639 567 653 675 601 676 635 661 748 811 7,636
Beer.iiuiieiiiininiiavan ceveevas 202 196 201 244, 225 275 307 294 309 267 247 241 241 3,047
Wine, distilled spirits.....ivevevennnecn., 326 274 300 395 342 378 369 308 | -367 368 414 507 570 4,590

Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total..... 468 440 408 464 436 &4 468 419 483 473 491 487 438 5,485

Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists!

aundries.s.veieiiinna.. cen 290 276 256 283 263 275 272 247 282 283 292 300 272 3,305
Paints, varnisheS.......... . 25 21 21 29 29 32 33 29 34 30 31 28 22 340
Other chemieals, allied products... 154 143 121 152 144 167 163 143 168 160 167 159 143 1,840

Tobaceo, tobacco ProduetS....viceererensensss 348 317 310 358 328 366 380. 356 382 365 368 368 380 | 4,279

Dry goods, apparel, t0tal.eeeeeneansoennann.. 539 487 525 629 514 549 561 510 638 583 655 649 533 6,833
Apparel and asccessories, hosiery,

lingerie, fOOTWEAT. . vvinrerinrnrosancnnns 206 189 225 271 198 218 213 227 291 262 287 293 241 2,925
Dry goods, NOtAOmS..usucncnneienensnconnsns 196 184 177 215 188 205 215 186 221 199 221 215 172 2,400
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper,
total.................,..................... 37 323 324 370 328 355 364 324 376 365 385 388 368 4,275
Bt R 304 270 266 310 277 294 307 271 312 300 318 319 295 3,540

Amusement, SPOrting go0A8.s.vareivesnn.eene. 104 86 91 16 112 125 135 130 151 154 167 168 158 1,593

Books, megazines, newspapers. ves 79 77 70 78 69 72 77 7 83 8l 84 82 82 931

C0BLevutinananiinnnraianns £9 72 €9 64 59 59 80 56 64 65 7L 68 68 778

Farm supplief...oivssinrineeenneiennsneennnan 169 147 170 236 214 203 182 143 147 141 142 132 136 1,995

1 Final estimate.

2 Preliminary estimate. } See page 16, Estimating Procedures.

Note:

Merchant wholesalers total and group totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. Detail may not add to totals due to rounding.
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SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
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DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS




Table 2. ESTIMATED MONTHLY INVENTORIES OF MERGHANT WHOLESALEHS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS:

(!‘HJ_‘Liuus of dollars)

1960, 1961, AND 1962

1960

Kind of business
Jan. | Feb. Mar. | Apr. May June July Ang. Sept. | Ost. Yov. Deo.t
MERCEANT WHOLESATERS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, rav materials).c.eecessevscaveceenss| 12,714 | 12,854 13,373 | 13,225 | 13,273 | 13,302 | 13,444 | 13,003 | 13,049 | 13,066 13,143 12,538
DUHABLE GOUDS, TOTAL..eueenacncsascnassonsessasen| 7,711 7,970| 8,190 | 8,302 8,230 8,200 8,37 8,056 7,991 7,919 | 7,914 7,662
Motor vehicles, automofive equipment, total..ececee..) 1,145 1,183| 1,237 | 1,231 1,216 1,260 1,291 1,204 { 1,182 1,234 1,
Automotive equipment, tires, BUBEE 2 vevnsrmnomnsnns "0 "306 ,947 l9leD Yo ’91’7 ) '874 " 880 "9 ’§§3'7 l’ég;
Electrical goods, totaleeeeesesrenns. cevieeesseenaees] 1,176 [ 1,188] 1,215 | 1,250 | 1,285 | 1,276 | 1,199 | 1,199 1,232 | 1,248 1;195 1,118
Eleotricel supplies, apparatiB....esevecesesevassss 491 494 476 473 .511 474 471 455 Py &9 &74 433
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic
parts, eqUIPmENt..ceereconrersosenrasacsancsscance 685 694 739 T8 T4 802 728 hd, 759 769 720 685
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total..| 1,075 1,133 1,187 1,152 1,154 1 1,163} 1,142 1,081 1,106 1,0501 1,030 odg
HArGWAT@ .o e et uesseresnrnincessasnnncns cesvessnienne 447 478 491 &75 476 492 483 452 455 429 427 405
Plumbing and beating equipment, supplies cesssssnaes 534 564 593 575 578 575 552 533 - 552 543 516 493
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total .. ceen .;b 2,127 2,154 2,192 | 2,204 2,187 2,154 2,285 2,261 2,165 2,177 2,220 2,187
Industrial machinery, -equipment, shesseen 842 873 900 878 900 909 967 938 9% °07 970 914
Metals, metalwork {except scrap), t0t8ecssvesesceces 76 840 889 | 1,004 927 896 949 951 870 845 860 904
. Iron, steel, and ProduftS....csveccerceancacsanssse 639 704 720 844 781 754 782 76 725 ns T4 8
NONDURABLE GOODS, 'TOTAL (excluding farm .,
Produsts, ravw materials)..ecveveecceseacasesnnas| 5,003 | 4,884 5,283| 4,923 | 5,043 | 5,102 5010 5,037 s5,088| 5,147 5,208 4,875
Groceries and related products, total. 1,33% 1,323 1,324 | 1,286 1,353 1,317 1,272 1,299 1,304 1,365 1,331 1,322
General-llne grocerieB.....ssseecscnce 606 628 650 636 660 644 632 620 638 678 €83 640
Beer, wine, distilled aleoholic beverages, total - 646 617 605 650 718 691 695 701 705 750 i 664
Wine, distilled spirits....eceeecesearcacnscesansns 513 476 467 502 552 522 525 545 | 564 600 643 536
Drugs, chemicals, 11ied Products, £0t81ceeceesonsoss 576 590 586 589 596 600 €06 606 596 613 583 568
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries..... 396 406 415 406 405 404 419 407 415 425 405 383
Paper, paper products, excluding wellpaper, total.... 383 365 366 395 395 | 376 370 383 ar7 365 391 373
PBPOT  cvavnerosrasesvsssscacsnnsscossennressssnrease 304 290 309 313 307 | 296 301 302 295 295 306 301
See footnotes below table 3.
Table 3. STOCK-SAIES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WHOTESALERS, 'UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1960, 1961, AND 1962
{Percent)
1960
Kind of buginess . * -
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apx. May June July Aug. SBept. Oct. Hay. Dec.t
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, raw materials)acecsecicnseerisceens | 132 128 123 125 125 122 135 120 122 124 125 123
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.eeeesvcsacecssaiosccasssons 173 175 166 172 170 165 185 161 - 165 165 171 175
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, tOtalsveseeee. 195 196 165 1% 175 1% 197 1% 186 184 205 198
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes........ cos 221 218 209 197 184 181 A7 179 195 196 208 215
Electrical goods, t0t8l.ncascecccnccsssnsncocssonnas 173 .10 169 187 190 170 171 161 160 166 158 247
- Elgetrical supplies, apparatiBS....esciecsccecnsave 172 173 159 161 165 140 159 137 147 145 148 135
Electrical appllances, IV, radio seis, electronic |
PATEE, EQUITDENE eessanonsnocnceccessannsaeersnans 173 169 175 207 210 196 180 181 170 183 165 155
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total. 236 241 231 213 209 192 218 183 188 179 194 218
HArGWare.veesesvsscnneasareasanesssenssneveronnans 255 249 242 223 232 229 253 216 213 200 216 230
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplieS..essncess 233 245 232 223 209 187 208 169 177 176 183 220
l’hchinex_'y, equipment, supplies, tobtal .e.esvesrannes 194 191 172 177 176 173 200 186 175 188 195 189
Industrisl machinery, equipment, suppliesT........ 155 157 13 161 157 163 181 168 151 159 168 166
Metals, metalwork {except serap), total.seseeocsncess 1147 172 178 208 194 191 225 178 194 185 188 205
Iron, steel, and productS....... seseserinnnacnnese 166 203 201 24 233 238 275 217 243 229 238 266
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (exoluding farm
_produsts, Taw materials)........-.............. 97 90 87 86 87 86 93 85 86 89 89 83
Groceries and related products, totaleaeiceinsraees 63 61 56 56 57 53 56 55 56 60 51 57
General-1ine grocerieS...isececscssconssncasivases 8 86 80 85 85 81 86 T 79 85 83 79
Beer, wine, distilled eleoholic beverages, total.... ' 142 121 97 108 115 110 18 110 134 123 107 84
Wine, distilled SpiritSccsccnceccnncosesioranacans 193 156 117 141 156 153 ° 17% 162 155 159 133 97
Drugs, chemicals, sliied products, total. . 131 133 127 134 133 128 151 131 128 133 128 137
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggisis' sundries.... 142 147 15 155 154 146 17% 151 148 151 141 148
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total... 118 12 102 114 118 107 17 101 103 102 114 107
PO essoestscacsnssoscosvasosennnssnsnnonsannvase 134 107 102 107 109 101 109 96 98 100 106 109

See footnotes et end of table 3, page 7.




Table 2. ESTIMATED MONTHLY INVENTORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1960, 1961, AND 1962 .

. {Millions of dollars)

1962 1961
Kind of business

Jen.? | Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. Mey | June | July Aug. | Sept.| Oct. Nov. | ‘Dec.?

MERGHANT WROLESATERS, TOTAL (excluding farm .. '
Produats, Tav mAterials).....eeesseesensseees | 12,840 |12,5% | 12,578 | 22,815 | 12,920 | 13,002 |13,011 | 12,984 | 13,013 | 13,008 | 13,071 |13,008 | 12,781

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.iusrivsasosessnnrncencnnnensl 7,759 | 7,618| 7,660 | 7,877 | 7,953 | 7,907 | 7,800 | 7,930 | 7,904 | 7,802 7,803} 7,808 | 7,730

Motor vehicles, autamotive equipment, totale.sessess.e| 1,144 | 1,185| 1,220 1,291 | 1,226 | 1,221 | 2,399 | 2,181 1,168 | 1,174| 1,154| 1,240 | 1,132

Autamotive equipment; tires, HUbEB...evecesisconens 898 896 922 936 951 958 929 928 920 932 909 893 891
Klectrical goods, total....... .. 1,148 | 1,138 1,149 | 1,379 | 1,199 | 1,18 | 1,203 | 1,382 1,285 | 1,194 1,200| 1,186 1,135
Electrical supplies, apparatus.. 452 44 449 462 . 469 4T 464 | 469 459 478 475 482 446
Eleotrical appliances, TV, radio mets, eles )
. perts, equipment.....iiciicrsaciircsrvrcsoniennaas 696 694 700 T 730 713 739 713 721 715 726 704 689
Hardvare, plumbing, hesting equip., mupplieb, total..| 1,014 | 1,028 1,056 | 1,097 | 1,096 | 1,112 | 1,102 | 1,115| 1,068 | 1,078| 1,057 1,037 1,000
HaTAWAYL. csevecronasarcnsanssnsscnnes serreascenanas 433 423 © 438 448 448 455 - 449 449 438 440 430 420 413
Plumbing aud heating equipmnt > Elxpp]ies ..... ST 495 503 525 546 544, 553 552 563 533 543 533| 524 . 501
lhohinm—y equipment, supplies, total... veeeen 2,183 | 2,047 2,049 | 2,093 | 2,129 | 2,128 | 2,150 | 2,281 | 2,273 | 2,160| 2,179, 2,201 2,201
ustrial machinery, equipment, supplies,/c....... 892 828 822 839 868 863 875 910 903 897 897 926 912
Metals, metalwork (exoépt sorap), t0taleveeensseeesss 934 871 826 845 " 863 847 816 837 875 873 851 876 910
Iron, steel, and ProductBesacccecesscsessssaranavans 773 4L 694 690 72 704 682 687 726 727 706 722 55

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm .
ProAuGta, AW LETLS1a).sneenssssnseererernnns | 5,081 | 4,956 | 4,937 | 4,938 | 4,967 | 5,308 | 5,221 5,054 | 5,109 | 5,136 | 5,248] 5,280 | 5,050

Groceries and related products, total

ceresss| 1,398 | 1,394 1,363 | 1,361 | 1,344 | 1,383 | 1,37 1,321 | 1,336 | 1,341 | 1,392 1,417 1,407

Gereral-line groceries...... eteeeseenastitesnnssenn 692 635 659 680 661 666 668 653 647 662 709 mn7 694
Beer, wine, diastilled eleoholiec beverages, total..... 656 640 628 644, 668 712 710 699 705 733 780 783 650
Wine, distilled spirits.. 534 510 496 509 513 550 545 528 550 583 631 641 528
Drugs, chemicals, aliled products, $0t8l..iccessaas.s €606 587 604 595 603 605 601 610 617 607 623 610 595
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggista’ sundries..... 413 400 411 410 413 407 404 418 420 418 428 420 404
Paper, paper products, excluding wellipaper, total.... 383 369 364 373 386 375 371 37 390 3% 370 380 383
PO DTt ersssrtesnnasessoncetansnassainnsa wes 314 295 293 302 307 296 {297 - 307 305 296 297 305 312

See footnotes below table 3.

Teble 3. STOCK-SATES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WEDTESALENS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1960, 1961, AND 1962

(Percent)
1962 1961
Kind of business -
Jan.? | Jan. Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May Jume | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oot. Nov. | Des.?
MERCHANT WHOLESATEES, TOTAL {ezcluding farm | .

products, raw materials) charenavasonn cveeans . 123 134 136 118 129 19 116 127 14 120 114 135 118
DURABIE GOODS, N’IAL........ ...... tesusseciienase 167 189 196 166 177 16l 155 173 153 160 148 155 165
Motor vehicles, autamotive equipment, total.e..s..... 176 198 26 190 1ol 181 170 179 177 184 le2 169 182
Artomotive equipment, tires, HubedS....c..eoe.. PN 204 209 230 207 209 201 184 201 186 203 183 195 213
Eleotrical goods, t0taL.ccivenrerennenan [PV 163 181 187 167 191 175 163 174 152 157 - 150 144 138
Electrical supplies, apparatus. P 155 169 174 156 165 150 148 157 135 154 139 142 133

Electricel appliasnces, TV, radio sets, elect:
PaTEE, eQUIIMONteescteneariieriaaarrrensnssnanennen 169 190 196 176 212 196 173 187 165 159 158 U7 142
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total.. 222 240 251 213 222 204 | 186 212 179 190 176 189 214
HOrGWATe . csnvessreaneiassrnacarensanonns PR PP 239 255 259 207 226 221 212 239 202 204 184 198 226
Plumbing and heating equipment, au_uplies eeereanirna 212 237 254 228 229 203 182 205 171 187{ 173 184 212
Machinery, equiyment, supplies, total PR . 17 201 202 170 186 169 169 190 166 173 169 176 180
Industrial machinery, equipment, suppliesT.. 142 172 170 145 i 152 17 169 143 151 144 147 141
Matals, metaluork (exeept serap), t0tal.uuseseeerenon 141 208 206 172 189 168 152 182 166 174 160 | 169 184
Iron, steel, and productf........ ermbareraiaeaiian . 210 251 252 197 222 198 186 220 199 212 194 204 229

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (exdluding i‘arm .
products, raw materials)..... ereveaian evesnioes 87 93 92 81 90 & 84 90 82 871 85 84 83
Groceries,and related produats, total.. 56 62 62 56 59 56 55 56 54 57 57 57 58
Generdl-line ErocerieS..c.csiceeecennas sen 79 80 85 82 85 80 78 82 75 79 82 82 83
Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages, total..... 124 136 125 0 118 -109 105 116 104 115 118 105 80
Wine, distilled SPITit8ucsenarenevesesnceennrasanes 164 186 165 129 150 16 148 172 152 159 152 127 93
Druge, chemicals, allied products, total.. rera 129 133 148 128 138 128 128 146 128 128 127 125 136
Drugs, drug proprieiaries, druggists’® sund: veren 143 145 160 145 157 |° 148 149 170 149 148 146 ®o 148
Paper, paper produsts, excluding wallpap&r , total.... 102 114 112 101 118 106 102 117 104 102 96 98 104
PEPET e e eeerraonseesnssansassscntonesnnsasanne oan 103 109 110 97 111 101 101 113 98 98 93 96 . 106
1 Final estinate.

2 preliminery estimate. } See pege 16, Estimating Procedure.

r Corrections to this kind of business for 1960 and 1961 have been carried to both the group and U. S. totals.
Note: Merchant wholesalers totel and group totals inmclude dets for some kinds of business not shown separately, Datail may not add to totals due to rounding.
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Table 4. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN.SALES AND INVENTORTES OF MERGHANT WHOLESATERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: JANUARY 1962

Inventories

Sales end-of-month

{at_cost)
Kind of business January 1962 from—- January 1962 from—-—

January December January December

1961 1961 1961 1961
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL. s .0esseasetnssnssoneonecaneannsnesaisonsosnrsosssesnnnns +12 -3 (X) x)
TOTAL (excluding farm products, TBW BATETIELE) s e .sensenennsseennnansernonessosnsenenns +12 -3 +2 0
DURABLE GOODS, TOTALes s annnsannniossnsaesonsonseenessesssesnnssnsernesonsssncssonsensos +16 -1 +2 0
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, t0taleecsesnses +8 +4 -3 +1
Automobiles, other motor vehicleSie.esss.. +22 +3 -15 +2
Automotive equipment, tires, tubeBu.sveeseescenssoesen +3 +5 4] +1
Electrical goods, 40581 vaaernesenssoneane cheebenaiana ceeeriacan +12 ~14 +1 +1
Electrical supplies, apparatilB..c.e.sesenoscn. cescresiasenen e e +11 ~13 +2 +1
Electrical appliances, IV, radio sets, electronic parts, equipmenb............. +13 -15 o +1
Furndture, home furnishings, t0tdl.e.iesvesecresen. +18 - +5 +1
Furniture-household, office....... +9 -6 -12 0
Home furnishings, flcor coverings. +21 -3 +11 +2
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, SUPPlies, t0BALie-u.ueeanssnnesrennoresannnnnsosnnseenn +7 ~2 -1 +1
L T D .. +9 =1 +2 +5
Plumbing and heeting equipment, SUPPILE8....euerunreseenennns L0 ~1 ~2 -1
Adr conditioning, refrigeration equipment, SupplieBe.eeceroen. Garasrecesiseensacaenn -17 -1l -15 -1
Lumber, comstruetion Bateriale, HotaL.eersuuserisrseeecsaserronnsnseanannernsnneomnnnnsnnns +6 0 -7 -2
Lumber, millwork.......... +7 +3 -2 -2
Construction materials.... +5 -5 =14 -3
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total.. P e et erta st e e e et eaeee s araneean +25 +4 +7 -1
Commercial, industrial machinery, equipment, supplies. +31 +4 +2 -3
Commercial machines, €QUIPHENt.veneesenrnennsnnnsonee +3 -14 +4 -3
Construction machinery, equipment......... +17 ¢} =7 -5
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies. +hds +10 +8 -2
Professionsl equipment, supplies....... +17 +2 +6 +1
Surgieal, medical, hospitel supplies. +19 +3 +13 +6
Service-establishment -equipment, BUDPLIEB et it iaiiierienat et rettaier s eeen e aenaarane +13 +4 +14 +2
Metals, metalwork (except Serap), H0t8L1..ceeeeeensaceneeennsnn.n cerrerenen +24 +5 +7 +3
Iron, steel, and ProductB......s.es. . P caenn +25 412 +4 +2
Honferrous metals.-..veuusiiceneennsnscsnnnnnn et e e et et iee et an +21 -9 +24 +5
Scrap, waste materials, t0taL..v..cveernon.s. +22 +13 +5 -6
Iron, steel 8CTap....cvivenn +34 +10 »7 -3
Waste MaterialBee.eeieeiiuineietoenearonaionnnnnsens [P +8 +16 +2 -9
B R +5 -39 -3 +3
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTALu ++ vaneeennneainnnnsssnassnnnessannnnesnnssenensanvesnessnesnmnnns 9 ~5 (X) (X)
TOTAL (excluding farm products, el o 7 +9 -5 +3 +1
Groceries and related products, - +11 +3 +1 -1
General-line groceries.............. +10 +4 +9 0
Voluntary groups...... +6 +6 +5 -2
Retailer cooperatives. +13 +4 +11 +1
Nonaffiliated........ +12 +3 +11 0
Specialty-line groceries +10 +5 -6 +1
Confectionery..eesseuenns. +10 -6 4 0
Meats, meat productS...... +22 +6 +13 -12
Poultry, poultry products. -3 -3 <30 -1
Fresh fruits, vegetables.. L A S +8 -4 =24 +10
Beer, wine, distilled alccholic BEVETRZES, $0B8 . curnrentnrartionronnncnantenncsrnnanone +13 =35 +3 +1
s +3 -16 -6 +1
VWine, distilled spiritSiciceacncvns.sn,. +19 =43 +5 +1
Drigs, chemicals, allied products > totale......, +7 +7 +3 +2
a, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries +5 +6 +3 +2
General-line drug: +10 +17 +1 +3
Paints, vernishes........... +18 +#11 0 +2
Gther chemicals, allied products. +8 +7 +5 +1
Tobacco, tobacco products......., +10 -8 +6 +2
Dry goods, apparel, total...... D e T +11 +1 -6 +1
Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear........ +9 -15 +5 +5
bry goods, notions..... +6 +14 <14 -1
Piece goods converters. +20 14 X) (x)
Paper, paper products, excluﬁing wallpeper, 0581le.cansccnannnnean, - +16 +2 +3 4]
Do T [ Araestseneas +12 +3 +6 +1
Stationery, office suppliesS.............. L R LT R T T T R T Y {x) x) (x) (X)
Farm products, Tav mAteriale.e..u.. erssreneusneeeeenennnnss +12 -7 (x) (x)
Cotton. cvvnneenantan.s +17 -8 (X) (X)
Grain, +11 -9 (X) (X)
Other nondurable goods, total. +1 ~8 +12 +1
Amusement, sporting goods... +20 =34 +7 +2
Books, magazines, newspapers +3 ~2 +20 +3
0081e.ueierdnnernnssseaananan, -3 +3 ~15 -19
Farm supplieS.uc.seiiesincinnnnnenon DR R T U +15 24 +15 +6

* Rewised since Advance Release dated Merch 1, 1962,
X Withheld due {o extreme variability of reported data or a high nonresponse rate.
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INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS IN SELEETED KINDS OF BUSINESS
JANUARY 1962 COMPARED WITH JANUARY 1961

(Percen!ugo changes)
=3 -2 ~1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5 +6 +7

ALL TRADES, ToTAL* *
oo RADES, TOTAL

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL L 7

MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT

METALS, METALWORK

ELECTRICAL GOODS

HARDWARE, PLUMBING m

MOTOR YEHICLES, EQUIPMENT W

NONDURABLE GQODS, TOTAL* //////(///////////
BEER, WINE, SPIRITS l I
DRUGS, CHEMICALS W&%&ﬁ&gém

PAPER AND PRODUCTS

GROCERIES, RELATED PRODUCTS

~3 -2 -1 0 +1 +2 +3 +4 +5 +6 +7
* Excludes farm prod {raw materials).

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

STGCK SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
JANUARY 1962 COMPARED WITH JANUARY 1961 -

(PERCENT)
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Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOGHAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

JANUARY 1962

11

Kind of business and geographic division
{see map page 12)

Sales

Inventory,
end-of-ponth
{at cost)

Januery 1962 from—

Jenuary 1962 frome-

January December Janmuary December
1961 1961 -1961 1961
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTALL . .00 uuutucnavncanesensancsesesssssesssssniarssnssasnsssesains +12 -3 +2 0
New England....... 423 -8 +7 +1
Middle Atlantic.. +13 -2 0 0
East North Central +12 -7 +3 +1
West North Central +10 ~1 +7 +1
South Atlantic......... +19 -1 +10 +2
East South Central..... -5 -5 -8 +2
West South Central +5 -1 ~7 +1
Mountaine..eeeneen +2 b +3 +3
+14 -2 +5 -2
Antomotive equipment, tire, tubes.. A3 +5 Js] 41
Middle Atlentic..oevesencenasas -10 -3 X3 [¢3)
East North Central..... +8 0 +5 +
West North Central... +9 +6 ~11 +1
South Atlantic..... +3 +16 12 0
. East South Central +3 421 ~5 +4
West South Central. +4 +6 -5 -2
Mountain.eseseserenes x) x) +19 +1
5 T 2 G PN -2 +12 x) X)
Electrical supplies, apperatus... +11 ~13 +2 +1
Middle Atlantiec...... 128 14 +17 G
East North Central. +5 ~14 -3 +2
West North Central... -5 -25 -11 +2
South Atlantice.... -3 ~12 -18 -2
East South Central. +13 -11 +7 +3
West South Central, (X) (X) #14 +6
Mountain....cc.... cenanan e +17 -9 -18 +3
T3 T PN +20 -15 +11 0
Electrical appliances, TV, radioc sets, electronic parts, equipment +13 =15 0 +1
New England..u.ceveesorecenonencaonncssorcasssannoernannannes +32 ~12 +18 [+]
Middle Atlentie... 414 -18 -6 2
East North Central. Xx) x) ~1 +1
West North Central. +15 -18 ~14 +4
East South Central... =24 =25 -30 -3
West South Central. +41 -2 +15 0
Mountain. cavernienans .. en enens . {x) (x) +63 +3
PAC L e e taunasermratnactneuieuosssonenssasssuresesstorssoesenrennnnassnsnssasarassanssianseses +10 11 -1 -1
Furniture, home furnishings, t0t81e.seseervrucensssssrencsasssscrssesssoscarsrsssonsasscasnerse +18 s +5 +1
+36 ~16- (X) (%)
+5 -2 (X) (X}
+27 0 x) )
+43 21 467 0
-4 -18 ) )
+30 -10 +24 -3
+9 =1 +2 45
Middie Atlsntic.. +11 -9 €3] x)
East North Centrali..... +6 -5 b +5
Vest North Central...... +13 £e +15 +12
South Atlentic....... +31 -1 +10 +3
East South Central. =26 +6 -8 46
West South Central....... o +3 -10 +6
PacifiC.eeeansscecenersanne +13 ~1 +5 +3
+10 -1 -2 -1
+22 +2 x) X)
East North Central. <11 -8 -13 -1
West North Central. 27 -7 <11 -2
South Atlantic..... +35 =10 +20 +3
East South Central,..... - +2 ~23 +2
West South Central, +22 +3 +9 0
Mountain....,.. +14 +1 +29 -3
Pacific..... +34 49 +14 0
Lumber, construction materials, t0tALl..cccvirerinnisnciasioasarsesnsoronnossnsan . +6 o] -7 -2
New England....ccineienses . +53 -17 X) (X)
Middle Atlentic.... . +20 +3 {x) )
East North Central. . +28 +2 (x) x)
West North Central.. . ~14 -6 ~13 -5
South Atlantic..... . ] -6 +23 -1
West South Central., x) (x) ~29 "6
Mountain.... (X) x) <12 +1
+8 +5 ~10 ~3

See footnotes a%t end of table 5, page 13.
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Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTCRIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALFRS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

JANUARY 1962

13

Sales

Iaventory,
end-of-month
{at cost)

Kind of business and geogrephic division
{see map page 12

January 1962 from--

Januvary 1962 from--

January December January December
1961 1961 1961 1961
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies. bk +10 +8 =2
[63) x) +13 +1
+62 +17 -7 =3
+13 +15 =7 0
+41 +16 (x) (x)
East South Central. ~15 +1 +9 +4
West South Central. +23 +3 -2 +5
Mountain.e...venen (x) (x) +24 +2
PacifiCeesersncntscrancncaces +36 +2 +33 -3
General-line groceries. +10 44 +9 0
+1 +8 -1 +1
-14 -3 ~15 -1
2 +4 11 -1
+25 +4 +35 [}
+31 +5 +24 0
+25 +6 +25 +7
West South Central... +25 +6 +17 -3
Mountain,.eevcoeeenene +12 +6 +28 +1
PacifiCeceieerevecasnarcsceannsensons +18 +8 +30 -1

Specialty-line groceriesS...sssvssesasaes . #10 +5 -6 +1 -
New Englan@.eecececensve . +16 +8 ~10 +4
Middle Atlantic.. . +23 49 x) x)
East North Central.... . +6 -2 ~24 +2
West North Central. . (x) x) +54 +3
South Atlantie... . +27 +2 (x) (x)
West, South -Central.... . +6 +13 =24 -1
Mounttaln..ceeeses . +13 +7 ~48 +2
PacifiCesecvscocesscscranes . -10 +1 -9 -3
Fresh fruits, vegetables..usseevecesces . +8 =4 -2%4 +10
New England...... . +4 -1 (x) (x)
Middle Avlantic.. . +19 | +5 =21 +2
East North Central. . +h -7 (x) (x)
West North Central.... . -4 +4 =15 +5
Wegt South Centrale.eeseeesnes . +11 -3 =45 +13
Drugs, drug proprietaries, drugglsts' sundries...... . 45 +6 +3 +2
M183Le ALIAREIC s ennsnnres . -6 +1 (x) [¢3]
East North Central. . +10 +5 +6 0
West North Central. . +23 +20 =13 +3
South Atlantic..... . =1 +3 +10 +4
East South Central. . +hde +17 +12 +3
West South Central. aees . een . x) {x) +5 +1
BT L » +17 +16 <2 0.
Tobacco, tobacco ProductS.sescsseesasacsessssnnes . +10 -8 +6 +2
New England.ceeeseeess . +1 -7 (x} [63)
Middle Atlsntic.. . +9 -5 {x) x)
Engt North Central . 4 =11 ~6 +1
West North Central.. . +h " [63] (x)
South Atlantic..cese... . +13 -16- +10 +6
Eagt South Central.. . +4 -5 ~6 +1
West South Central . +12 -2 (x) (x)
Mountain.. . +14¢ -2 +60 -3
Pacific... . (x): ~7 (X +4
Dry goods, apparel, total 411 +1 =6 +1
Middle Atlantic.. +13 +7 (x) (x)
Weat North Central.... {(x) =11 +10 +2
South Atlanticeseseecss case {(x) (x) +28 +8
West South Central..... asas +11 +1 -7 ~1
PACIfiCececeansansensariannnaasse (x) . x) +5 +2

X Vithheld due to extreme variability of reparted dete or a high nonresponse rate.

Inventory trends for "Merchant Wholesalers, Total" for the United States and by geographic divigion, exclude "Farm products {raw materials) merchants."
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA

1. Scope of Survey

Wholesalers are defined in the Standard Industriel Classi~
fication Manual issued by the Buresu of the Budget, Executive
Office of the President, as "Establighments ar Places of busi-
ness primarily engaged in selling merchandise +o retallers;
to industrial, commercial, ingtitutional, or profemsional
users;j or to other wholesalers; or acting as agents in buylng
merchandise for or selling merchandige +o0 such- Ppersong or
companies. The principal types of esgtablishiments included
are: (1) merchant wholesalers~~wholesalers who take title to

-the goods théy sell sych ag wholesale merchants or jobbers,

indusiriel distributors, voluntary group wholesalers, export—
ers, lmporters, cash-and-carry wholesalers, drop shippers,
wagon distributors, retailer cooperative warehouses, terminal
elevators, and cooperative buying sagsociations; (2) sales
brenches and sales offices (but not retail stores) malntained
by menufacturing o mining enterprises apart from their plants
or mineg for the purpose of marketing their produsts; (3)
agents, merchandise or commodity brokers, and commission
merchants; (4) petroleus bulk stations; and (5) assenblers,
buyers, and associations engaged in the cooperative marketing
of farm products.

This survey is limited to merchant wholesalers, which con-
stitute the major portion of +he broed field of wholesale
trede, and excludes the other types of wholesale irade such
as manufacturers sgles branches and sales offices, petroleum
bulk stetions, agenis and brokers and assemblers of farm
products. A1l kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers
operate are represented in this sBurvey. A demeription of emch
kind-of<business classification shown in this report iz in~
cluded on pages 14 through 16.

Firms which, in gddition +o merchant wholesale egtabligh~
mentg, operate other +types of establishments, (e.g., retall,
manufacturing, etc.) report in thly survey only for +4heir
merchant wholesale establistments.

. 2. Sample Desigm

Firms reporting in the survey are part of a probability
sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kindg of busi-
ness. The revised sample introduced in February 1961 ineludes
over 17,000 firmg drawn from two sources: (1) 1958 Census of
Buginess 1ligts representing all wholesalers (with paid em-
Ployees) in business in 1958 and (2) Bureau of Old Age and
Suryiyors Ingurance (BOASI) lists of wholesalers (with paid
employees] entering business (or requesting new Employer
Identification Numbers) since 1958. The sample is supplemented
four times a year for mew firms on the BOAST lists.

The reporting panel includes's fized panel of about 1,000
very large firms reporting monthly and four rotating panels
each containing about 4,000 smaller. firms which report every
fourth month. In any given month, the total reporting panel
Includes about 5,000 firms. .

The ssmple of 5,000 firms in any ome month is the meximm
that can be canvassed within budgetary limitations. This size
sample provides the basis for reliable national egtimates, and
a8 8 by-product, geographic division estimates for ‘a number
of kinde of business. The number of firms selected for each
kind of business varies from 50 to 650 firms depending upon
the total number of firms in the trade, and their distribution
by sales size. In those kinds of business for which percent-
age changes sre shown by geographic divieion, the sample
chosen for +the npational estimates was increased somewhat to
provide wider representation by geographic division. For
other trades, however, data are not shown separately for some
or all geographic divisions because it would bhave reguired a
considerable increase in the sample size to provide reliable
results.

The revised sample is similer in design +to the previous
sanple which was selected from 1954 Census of Business lists
supplemented by BOASI records of business births, While the
mumber of firms reporting monthly in the new sample is slighfly
smaller than the old sample, improved procelures in the hand-
1ling of business births are expected to improve the reli-
abllity of the estimates.

3. Previously Published Data

Data developed from the new sample may not be comparsble
with data previously published in this series. This is partly
due to changes in coverage between Uensuses. In this connec-
tion ready-mixed concrete distributors, which in 1954 reported
sales of $998 million--27% of the construction materials dis—
tributors total .and 1% of total merchant wholesalers sales—~

were included in manufecturing in the 1958 Census. Hawail and
Alagka, included in the revised sample, were not included in
the old sample. These States reported sales of $399 miltlion
in 1958, about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales.

The differences between results of old and new samples are
also attributable, in part, to sampling error in the monthly
estimates (see item 7), and, in part, to changes in the kind-
of~business clagsification of individusl firms from one Census
year to another. There is also evidenee that some business
births (L.e., those which were mot assigned a kind-of-business
code Immediately upon receipt by BOASI) were missed in the old
sample. A study of the reagons for differences between the
results of the old sample and the 1958 Census i underway.

" This should throw congiderable light on the reasons for dif-

ferences in the results fram the old and new samples.

To p—rovide comparative data for the new series » each month

" during 1961, estimates for the comparable month of 1960 were

derived from the new sample.

During January 1961, data were obtained from both the old
and new samples. January 1961 estimates from both the old
and new sample are included in Tables 6-7 as an approximate
measure of. the difference in level between the two series.
However, the difference shown during this one month are not
necessarily the differences that would occur in all months.

4. Currently Published Data

Sales.--This report includes monthly dollar volume estimates
of sales by kind of business for the United States as a vhole
(table 1). Sales trends, based on the table 1 dollar volume
estlmates, are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business
carried in table 1. For certain additional kinds of business,
trend figures are derived from dollar volume estimates vwhich
are not published in table 1 because these dollar volume esti-
mates are subject to high sampling variablility or other causes
affecting reliability of the estimates but vhere the messure-
ments of trend are considered %o have acceptable reliability.

Sales +trends by geographic division are alse shown for
selected kinds of business (table 5). These trend figures—-
based on the weighted sales of identical firme prior to
July 1961l--are now derived from dollar volume estimates.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipte from repairs
or other services to customers, after deducting returns and
allowances, and discounts. Sales of merchandise for others
on .a commission basis are also included. Local and State
sales taxes, and Federal excise taxes are included.

Inventories.-~This report includes monthly dollar volume
estimates of inventories for selected kinds of business for
the United States. Inventory trends basedon table 2 estimates
are provided in table 4 °for the kinds of business covered in
table 2. For certain additional kinds of business > ‘trend fig-
ures are derived from dollar volume estimetes which are not

" published in table 2 because these dollar volume estimates are

subject tohigh sampling variability or other causes afféecting
reliability of the estimates, but where the measurements of
trend are considered to have acceptable reliability. Inventory
trendsby geographic divisionare elso shown for selected kinds
of business (table 5).

Farm products (raw materials) merchants carry substantial
inventories which are frequently subject to sharp fluctuations.
Their inventory data appear tobe subject to a very large bias
due, in part, ic the lack of adequate monthly records on the
dollar value of inventories. For this Teason, separate inven-
tory data are not published for this trade. Also, because
inventory movements for this trade can dominate the total for
all merchant wholesalers and #ius conceal significant movements
of other "wholesalers, data for this trade are excluded from
the total.

Inventories represent stocks, at cost, of merchandise on.
hand for sale at the end of the month. These .do not include
goods held on a consignment basis > nor do they include such
items as fixtures, equipment and supplies not held for sale.

Stock-sales ratios.--These are presented in table 3 for
selected kinds of business. The stock-sales ratios are per-
centages derived by dividing the dollar volume of invemtories y
at cost, by the dollar volume of sales. No ad justment is made
in these ratios for the mark-up in sales which wvaries from
trade to trade.

5. Unpublished Data
Selected additional data, such as dollar~volume sales and
inventories for :some kinds of business not separately shown
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Table 6. COMPARISON OF SALES ESTIMATES FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961
Sales . Sales
Kind of business 014 New Kind of business o1d New
semple samgle sample sample
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.....0uvsueeonnn eerveeniiaas ceviens 9,817 | 10,295 NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.....vevvseseencncnocnenonocenene| 6,044 |- 6,27
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials)........ 8,799 9,357 .
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials)...... 5,026 . 336
DUBABLE GOODS, TOTAL....avsssosnonnnerasonseersnnnnnenn o373 402
' Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total....,...eervenssen.s 475 600 {Groceries end related Products, BOTAL....e.eseeesssnrvrnssersee] 2,189 253
Automotive equipment, tIres, BTUDeS....uiesiaresseciicnennsanen 409 428 {. General-line groceries.. 838 794
. L Specialty-line grocerie 580 697
Electrical goods, total........ euns 602 628 Confectlonery.coeensecanns 58 63
Electrical supplies, appaTatuB.....veviseserrresancessssasons 284 263 Meats, meat products.... 336 345
Electrical appliances; TV, radioc sets, electronic parts, Poultry, poultry products. 150 116
equipment...... S R, 318 365 Fresh fruits, vegetables... 228 238
Furniture, home furnishings, tosel...... . 169 203 )
Furniture-household, office...... 56 60 {Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beversges, total...... Seseerens 469 469
Home furnishings, £100r COVETINES.....eaceveinesvnsensnsonans 113}, 143 _Beer........................... ;gz ?Ii
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, totall........ 404 428 || Vime, distilled spirits......
HArAWaIe. o4 onsueruarnnetasnsesancsrrssessnsannesann 156 166
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies.........cevecscranes 203 212 ent. N ducts, b 183 440
4+ 25z ||Prugs, chemicals, allled products, total...... erene
Lumber, construction mAterials, tOBAL....eessisesreecnnnononeen 460 426 Drués, drug praprietaries, drugéists' sundries - 25 76
Lumber, MiIIWOTK.....vvesresesss 2261 f;o Paints, varnighes......coeveeeenirnrnsinnnas ceseeientean 24 21
Construction materialas . vvveieersianiseesssrasrsencsconacnne 199 5 Other chemicals, G111ed ProQUCHS., « oo nevnsnnen ... IR 139 143
Machinery, equipment, supplies, ©0t8L...s.ocuiveeernsensaaranenns 991 1,020 [ITobaceo, tobaceo ProductS...vivecesecsoessernsns Cresavreeesasen 304 317
Construction machinery, equipment.... HA 138
Industrial machinery, equipment suppiies. 4 3481 .
Professional equipment, supplieS....evsiecs.. 109 120 |iDry goods, apparel, t0b8)...eeeeiianarinsiiiancannn P 459 448'7
Service-esteblishment equipment, supplies 3139 9 Apperel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, footweaer . 155 189
. - Dry go0d8, TOtIONB. cvevvtersnrsssnesenssosmrcnnencnnon 4193 184
Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total.. 382 418
Iron, steel, and products......... 272 295 Pey X 5 323
per, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total....... 347 2
Nonferrous metals... . coereeesies 110 e B R S S S At 301 270
Serap, waste materidls, total.... . 232 237 |
Iron, steel serap.. 120 127 0081 eeiecrnnnninaananas 75 72
Waste materials........ 112 110 fFarm SUPPlieS.i.carennenreresncrsansnonssevesoncnnorsossnsnsns <133 147
See footnotes below. )
Table 7. COMPARISON OF INVENTORY ESTIMATES AND STOCK-SALES RATIOS FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY '}56]..
Inventories Stock-sales ratios
Kind of business 01d Yew o1 New
semple gample sample semple
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm products, TAW MAterfigls)..esseu.eesessreeeseoesecosssssonsssl 11,811 12,558 134 134
Selected Kinds of Business
Motor vehicles, eutomotive equipment, totel.......... B 1,019 1,185 215 198
Automotive equipment, tires, tubeS..........eeev.n. B 898 896 220 209
Electrical goods, total.......... [ 1,048 . 1,138 174 181
Electrjcal supplies, apparatus. e “hseassrssctennnann 463 Add, 163 169
Eleetrical applisnces, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, equipment.......... 585 694 184 %0
H Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, H0BI .. ....ueerisesinnnssssncsnsononnsens 936 1,028 232 240
! HATGWATE st e aenrnrsrsacnnrnssrshonnnsenaes 402 423 258 255
{ Plunbing and heating equipment, supDlies.....vevenvoen.. 445 503 219 237
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total....... 2,044 2 031 206 199
Industrial machinery, equipment supplies.. 820 812 185 3169
Metals, metalwork (except screp), total,.... 778 871 204 208
Iren, steel end products distributors,. 646 741 238 251
Groceries and related products, totel.. 1,315 1,394 60 62
General-line groceries...........e... 703 635 84 80
Beer, wine, distilled alccholic beverages,total... 635 640 135 136
Wine, distilled Spizdts...iveiernoerennernencnnnss 525 510 184 186
s, chemicals, allied p Ry N 534 587 139 33
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists’ sundries... 384 400 157 145
Paper, paper products, exeluding wallpaper, total,. 5326 369 594 114
BTttt veeecenrarserasanccasseninneseosnosanans 269 295 89 109
* "pir conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment supplies," was included in "Machinery equipment sﬁyplies" group in the old sample, but now is ineluded in
"Hordware, plumbing, heating equipment supplies" group. Dollar volume estimates are not published separately for this trade, but are included in the old amd Tiew
sample data for the latter group.
2 Ready mixed conerete distributors , which in 1954 represented 27 percent of the construction material total and gbout 1 percent of total merchant wholesale saleg~—
are excluded from the revised sample because they were classified in manufacturing in the 1958 Census.
3 elding supplies , " ineluded in “Serviee establishment equipment supplies” in the old sample is now ineluded in “Industrial machinery, equipment.”
4 ‘Hosiery and lingerie" ineluded in "Dry goods, notions” in the old sample, is now included in "“Apparel and accessories."
4 ‘"Wallpaper" included in "Stationery, ‘office supplies™ and the "Paper, paper products group® in the old sample, is now included in "Other nondurable goods" group.
Note: Totals include date from some kinds of business not shown separately. Detall may not add to totals due to 'z-ounding. Alaska and Hawaii which represented
about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales in 1958, are included in the new sample but were not ineluded in the old sample.
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA--Continued

in this report, are produced as a by-product of the regularly
published statisties. These additional data have not been
included in this publication basically because thelr sampling
variability is so high relative to the changes from month-to-
month, or between other periods, that might be anticipated
actually 4o oceur, as to make them potentially misleading.
The Bureau of the Census.m request, will release such figures
for individual use, though not for publication. ’

It should be noted that in some cases figures for an indi-
vidual kind of business canlte derived from the Monthly Whole-
sale Trade Report itself by subtracting figures for certain
published Xinds of business from their respective kind-of-
business group totals. However, in these cases, the figures
obtained by such subtraction wouldbe subject to the high sam~
pling variability described above for unpublished kinds of

business and their use would be subject to the seme hazards. -

6. Estimating Procedure

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight
which reflects its probabillty of selection in the sample.
Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight
of one (1). Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depend-
ing upon size, with smaller firms having a lower probability
of selection and thus a lavger weight.

For most firms reporting, data are available for each of
three months (current, previous, and year ago). New firms
reporting provide data for at least iwo months (current and
previous). Sales and inventory figures reported for each firm
are multiplied byits weight (the reciprocal of its probability
of seleetion) and the resulits summarized to obtain the dollar
volum: estimates, percentage changes and stock-sales ratios
shown in this report.

1961 estimates

The January 1961 "composite" estimate for the new series is
a simple average of two January 1961 unbiased estimates—one
obtained as the current month in the January 1961 survey and
the second obtalned as the previous month datain the February
1961 survey. The February 1961 preliminary "ecomposite" esti-
mate is a weighted average of two estimates; (a) the current
month unbiased estimate (weight .5) and (b) a ratic estimate
(weight .5) obtained by multiplying the above previous month
composite estimate by the ecurrent to previous month ratio
obtained from +the current month reports. For all fubure
months the preliminary composite estimates will be derived in
the same manner except thai the unbiased estimate will have a
weight of .3 and the ratio estimate will have a weight of .7.

The final “composite" estimate (available a month later))is
a weighted average of two estimates: (a) the preliminary
Yeomposite” estimate . (weight .72) and (b) the unbiased esti-
mate (weight .28) for the same monthas obtained from the next
month's reporting panel. The “composite" estimates provide a
measure of the dollar volume of sales and inventorles consid-
erably more reliable ‘than the. unbiased estimatesand the final
Yeomposite" estimate is also generally more reliable than the
preliminary "eomposite™ estimate.

1960 estimates

The 1960 estimates are derivedthy dividing the 1961 composite
estimates for a given month by the ratio from the same month
a year ago obtained from the summation of weighted data from
identical firms (i.e., thoge reporting data for both the
current month and the same month a year ago). The 1960 esti-
mates should not be regarded as an unbiased estimate since
they do not necessarily refleect the net change due to births
and deaths during the period compared. However, they are
believed +to represent the change from a year ago more accu-
rately than if a comparison were made between the current
month estimate from the new series and the same month a year
ago in the old series.

7. Reliability of the Data

Estimates based on a sample are subject to sampling varia~
bility and thus are not expected to be in exact agreement with
a complete census teken with the same enumeration procedures.
For all trades combined, the sampling variability of the dollar
level of the "composite" sales estimates for any individual
month, was aboub 0.8 percent at the one sigma level. That is
to say, the chances are sbout two out of three that the esti-
mated sales shown would be within 0.8 percent of the resulis
of a complete enumeration. The median sampling error of the
inventory estimates for sll trades combined {execluding farm
products) was 0.7 percent.

Sampling ‘errors have been computed by kind of business for
the monthly estimates of sales and inventories and for the
ratios of current month to previous month salesand inventories
for selected months during 1961. Table 8 presents the range
of the sampling errors and -their medians; however, the samp-
ling errors for individual months are available upon request.
The sempling errors shown for the monthly dollar estimates
are based on the final "ecomposite" estimates, while the samp-~
ling errors of the momth-to-month ratios are based on the
preliminary "composite estimate of the current month and the
final "composite" estimate of the previous month. The samp-
ling error of +the preliminary "composite" estimates are not
shown, but would generallyte slightly higher than those ghown
for +the final "composite" estimate. The sampling error of
month-to-month ratios based on the final estimates would be
somewhat higher than that shown in table 8.

Sampling errors are themselves subject to sampling varia-
bility and thus should be regarded as giving a genersl rather
than exact idea of the variability due to sampling. They may
also vary as a result of seasonal or cyclical fluetuations.
Differences may also existto the extent that the variances of
the new sample differ from the variances of the old sample.

These measures o sampling variability do not inciude biases
that may erise from nonsampling errors, such as the fallure
of respondents to submit correct figures or to submit reports
in time for tabulation. In preparing the dollar volume esti-
mates, an estimete 1s included for those flrms that fall to
respond. To the extent that the estimates for these firms may
differ from the actual figures, nonresponse affects, the re-
1iability of the dollar volume estimate. As a result, dollar
volume estimates are not published separately in some trades
where the nonresponse rate was considered too high to provide
reliable level estimates. At the national level, approxi-
mately 12 percent of the totel sales and 30 percent of total
inventories are Imputed for nonresponse. In scme geographic
divisions, the nonresponse may be higher. Biases may also
arise due to the use of estimates by respondents. This prob-
ably occurs more often in the case of inventories than for
sales, reflecting the fact that inventory recordsare not kept
by all businesses on a monthly basis to the same extent as
for sales.

For kinds of business where estimates appear to be subject
to high sampling variability, or to considerable bias, dollar
volume figures are not published. However, as the effect of
such variability or bias is less serious for short range cam~
parisons than for long range omes, trend figures based on the
unpublished dollar volume esgtimates are provided where such
trend figures are within acceptable standards of reliabllity.

8. Use of Sampling Errors

The use of sampling errors shown - in table 8 is illustrated
by the following computation: Multiply the medien sampling
error by the estimate (whether it is a dollar volime estimate
or a ratio). Add and subtract the resulting product fram the
published estimate. The resulting range of the estimate is
expected o include the "expected value” (that 1s, the value
which could be obtalned from a complete enumeration) about
two out of three times. Doubling the median sampling error
and repeating the above process will give a range which will
include the "expected value” about 19 out of 20 times.

To illustrate the computation of these ranges for monthly
dollar volume estimates, consider the sales estimete made. for
all durable goods in May 1961. The published estimate is
$4,915 million while the median sampling error shown in this
report is 1.0 percent (or .0l). Multiplying $4,915 millicn
by .01l; we obtain $49 million. Thus, the chances are two out
of three that the "expected value" of the estimate is between
$4,866 and $4,964 million. Doubling the given median sampling
error gives wus the limits, $4,817 to $5,013 million, which
will contain the "expected value" 19 out of 20 times.

As an example of the useof thege median sampling error data
with ratios, consider the ratio of change from April 1961 to
May 1961 fordll durable goods. This ratio of change, obtained
by dividing $4,915 million by $4,494 milliom, is 1.094 (it
can also be expressed as a 9% increase). The median sampling
error of this ratio is 0.6 percent (.006). Multiplying 1.09
by .006 we obtain .007 as the staeundard error of the ratio.
There is a probability of two out of three that the Yexpected
ratio" is containedin the range 1.087 to 1.101 (that is, that
the April to May change was between a 9% and 10% increase),
while there is a probability of 19 out of 20 that the Yexpec-—
ted ratio" is contained in the range 1.080 to 1.108.
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Sales Inventories
Sampling error of the Sampling error of the Sampling Sampling error of the }Sampling error of the
Kind of business monthly dollar estimates mouth~to-month ratios egr of |monthly dollar estimates|month-to-month ratios
cumlative
Range Median Range Median estimates Range Median Range Median
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL...oveeon.. 0.7-0.9. 0.8 0.4-0.7 0.6 0.6 - - - -
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw )

LR T T 0.6-0.8 0.7 0.3-0.6 0.5 0.5 0.6-0.8 0.7 0.1-0.8 0.2

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL...ccveeceencconcncnnann 0.7-1.2 1.0 0.5-0.9 0.6 0.6 - - 0.2-0.6 0.3

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, totel..... 2.3 3 1.2 2 2 3-4 3 0.3-0.9 0.6
Automobiles, other motor vehicles...... 46 5 3-6 4 3 - - 1.0-1.8 1.5
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes....... . 3-4 3 1.3 1 3 3-4 4 0.3-1.0 0.6

Electrical goods, t0t8lic.ci.viveiineseraennannns 2-4 3 1-2 1 3 2-3 2 0.4-1.2 0.5
Electrical supplies, apparatuB.....c.ceuennsan 2-3 2 1-2 1 2 2-3 3 0.4-0.8 0.6
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets,

electronic parts......... . 3.7 4 1-3 2 3 3-3 3 0.6-5.9 0.8

Furnliure, home furnishings, total.... 3-4 3 1-2 2 3 - - 0.6-1.3 0.8
Purhiture-household, office....eesas . 3.6 5 2-5 4 4 - - 0.8-1.5 1.2
Home furnishings, floor coverings.....ovnunenn 3-5 4 2-3 2 4 - - 0.6-1.6 1.2

Hardvere, plumbing-heating equipment, supplies,

- 3 2-3 2 1.2 31 2 22 2 0.3-0.6 0.5
Hardware. .. ..eieiriiiiiriienrnionanssnocacnne 3-4 3 1-3 3 2 2-3 2 0.5-1.4 0.6
Plumbing end heating equipment, supplies...... 3-4 3 1-3 2 3 bty 4 0.3-1.0 0.7
Alir conditioning, refrigeration equipment,

BUPPLI@B. et erencrretatenrenccssannonrasnas - - 2-9 5 - - - 0.8-1.7 1.0

Lunber, ¢onstruction materials, total. o 2-3 3 1-2 1 2 - - 0.6-3.0 0.8
Lumber, millwork........ o 3-5 4 1-2 2 3 - - 0.7-1.8 1.2

Construction materiels... o 34 4 2-4 3 4 - - 0.7-6.5 0.8

Machinery, equipment, supplies, itotal. connd 2-3 2 1-2 2 1 1-2 2 0.3-0.9 0.6

Commercial, industrial machinery, equipment,

L o 2-4 3 NA HA NA - - NA N
Commercial mechines, equipment....... -] - - 3-7 4 = - - 0.6-2.1 1.3
Construction machinery, equipment...........] 5.8 7 2-6 5 6 - - 0.8-1.9 0.9
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies..:| 3-5 3 2-4 3 2 2.4 3 0.6-1.9 0.7

Professional equipment, supplieS......... 3-5 4 2-3 2 3 - - 0.4-0.9 0.7
Surgical, medical, hospital supplies.... - - 3.5 - - - - 0.6-1.6 0.8
Service establishment equipment, supplies.....| 47 6 2-3 3 5 - - 0.5-3.3 1.0
Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total........: 3-4 4 24 3 3 2-4 3 0.4-3.3 0.5
Iron, steel and ProductB......oveseasss. 45 5 ‘25 3 4 2-5 3 0.4-3.9 0.6
Nonferrous metals......... ceasvand] 2-4 3 2-4 2 2 - - 0.7-1.3 0.9

Serap, waste meterials, total. 3-4 4 2.5 3 2 - - 0.7-3.8 1.3
Iron, steel 8CTaP..cvevsrass veannew 46 5 2-6 4 4 - - 0.9-5.4 1.7
Waste materfals. coiieiiiiniiiiiiiinenanonians 5-6 5 2-5 3 5 - - 0.8-3.2 1.3

B X - - 2-6 3 - - - 0.4-1.9 1.0

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.-vsussesernecnannnns 0.9-1.4 1.1 0.5-0.9 0.7 0.9 - - - -
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw
Lk N T ) R I 0.8-1.1 0.9 0.5-0.7 0.5 0.8 = = 0,2-0.5 0.4

Groceries and related products, total........... 2-2 2 1-1 1 2 2-4 3 "0.4-1.5 0.6

Genera}—line groceries.....ivivnnan 2-3 3 1.1 1 3 2-3 3 0.4~0.8 0.6
Volhntery groups....... - - 1-1 1 4 - - 0.5-1.3 0.7

+Retailercooperatives - - 1-2 1 5 - 1.0-1.2 1.0
Nonaffiliated........ - - 1-2 2 4 - - 1.1-1.3 1.2

Specialty-line groceries. 3-4 3 1-3 2 3 - - 0.6-1.4 1.1
Confectionery....c.vuu. 45 4 1-3 2 . 4 - - 0.6-1.9 1.2
Meat, meet products...... 5.8 6 1.3 2 7 - - 1.8-18.0 5.5
Pouliry, poultry products. 46 4 1-6 2 4 - - 1.7-4.9 2.1
Fresh frult, vegetable... 3-5 4 2-6 2 3 - - 1.0-4.6 1.6

Beér, wine, distilled aleoholic beverages, totel 33 3 1-2 1 2 5-6 6 0.9-1.8 1.1
BeeTecniantacacncroinonanas 2-3 3 1-2 1 3 - - 1.4-3.3 2.1
Wine, distilled spirit8........ 4-5 5 1-2 2 4 7-8 7 0.9-2.3 1.2

Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total........ 2-2 2 1-1 1 3 2-3 2 0.4-1.0 0.5
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries 3-3 3 1-2 1 3 2-3 2 0.3-0.7 0.5

General-1ine Grug8..iveecevsesncernsenanncss - - 1-1 - 2 - - 0.1-0.4 0.3

Paints, varnishes...eseevesennaen, . 3-7 4 1-3 2 3 - - 0.5-1.8 0.7
Other chemicals, allied productS......... . 3-4 4 2.3 2 4 - - 0.7-3.8 1.2

Tobacco, 10hRCCO ProGUCTS. v eeveseunnosoeeonnnas 2-4 3 1-1 1 2 - - 0.6-2.7 0.7

Dry goods, apparel, tot8l..cueeeerecneninnneess 2-3 2 i-2 2 1 - - 0.4-1.0 0.5
Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie,

footweRT. v oveeennannan . SN 3-6 ‘4 2-5 3 3 - - 1.0-2.2 1.1

Dry goods, notions..... oealen 4-5 4 2-4 3 3 - - 0.5-1.9 0.9
Plece goods converterfisisceesccass - - 1-3 2 - - = 0.3-1.3 0.7

Paper, paper products (excluding wallpsper),

totaleeiiieraninniieinens . 3-3 3 1-3 2 2 3-5 4 0.5-1.0 0.6
PapeT.ssaescerianioncsnns . 3-3 3 1-2 2 2 3-4 4 0.6-1,1 Q0.7
Stationery, office supplieS...c..-eu.e. - - 4-~16 6 - - - 1.0-2.2 1.5

Farm products {raw materials), total.. - - 2.5 3 - - - -
COttOme tavennerriinnvncnananans “es - - 416 6 - - - = -
Graif..ccceersiascesn PR = - 2-5 4 - - - -

Cther farm productS....... fesrenes - - 49 7 - - - -

Other nondurable goods, “total. Ceess - - 1-3 2 - - - 0.4-1.6 1.1
Amusement, sporting goods... . 3-6 4 2-4 4 3 - - 0.8-1.9 1.1
Books, magazines, newspapers . 3-4 3 i-4 2 3 - - 0.2-1.0 0.6

TS LR T PP TP PPI PR 3-6 4 3-6 4 4 - - 0.9-4.2 2.7

Farm supplies. .cveievserncceraceceneneoranes. 5-11 6 4-8 5 4 - - 1.1-2.9 1.9

Note: The sempling error of the monthly sales and inventory estimates (fimal estimates) and of the trend ratios (preliminary current month to final
previous ménth) are based on 7 measurements from March through September 1961.

sales totals.
MA Not available.

The sampling error of the cumilative sales are based on the finsl 1l month
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DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSINESS

A1l kinds of business in which mefchant wholesalers coperate
are represented in this survey. The kinds of business shown
in this. report parallel broad classifications shown in the
1957 edition of the Standard Tndustrial Classification (SIC)
Manual and used in the 1958 Census of Business. Each estab—
Lishment in this survey has been assigned a kind-of-business
classification based upon its trade designation and an ana-
lysis of its sales by commodity lines as reported to the
Bureau of the Census. A description of each kind-of-business
classification in this report is given below. ’

DURABL.E GOODS

Motor Vehicles, Automotive Equipment

(SIC 501)

Automobiles, other motor webieles (SIC 5012).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of new
and used passenger automobiles and other motor vehicles.
Dealers primarily engaged in selling road-type commercial
trucks, truck-tractors, truck-trailers » buses, semitrailers,
and related vehicles are included. Automotive establishments
primarily engaged in selling at retail to-individual con-
sumers for persopal use, and also selling a limited awmount
of new and used passenger automobiles and trucks at whole—
sale, are classified in retail trade.

Automotive equipment, tires and tubes (SIC 5013 plus 5014 )~
Establishments primarily engaged in  the wholesale AiStri-
‘bution of new and used automotive parts” and accessories;
filling station end garage service equipment (SIC 5013} ;
also esteblishments primarily engaged in thewholesale distri-
bution of rubber tires and tubes for passenger and commercial
vehicles (SIC 5014).

Electrical Goods

(SIC 506)

Ilectrical supplies, apparatus (SIC 5062 plus 5063).—-
Establishments primarily engaged in the whdlesale distribution
of electrical wiring supplies and construction materials H
electrical apparatus amd equipment. Where such establishments

are also engaged in the wholesale distribution of major elec- -

trical appliances such as radio sets, television sets, re-
frigerators, and freezers, they are classified as general -
line electrical supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5062).
If not also engaged in distribution of ma jor eleetrieal
appliances, they are classified as specialty-line electrical
supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5063).

Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets ; electronic parts,

_ all other types of hard and soft surface floor coverings;

and all other general home furnishings and homewares.

Hardware; Plumbing and Heating Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 507)

Hardware (SIC 5072).--Establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of hardware; establishments pri-
marily selling automotive hardware are classified inSIC 501.

Plumbing end heating equipment, supplies (SIC 5074) . —E5-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of plumbing and heating equipment and supplies to bé install-
ed in residential and commercial buildings.

Alr conditioning, refrigeration equipment, supplies (S1¢
5077) . —Establishments primarily engeged in the wholesale
distribution of air conditioning, refrigeration, and venti-
lating equipment and supplies, execept self-contained air—
conditioning units-~SIC Code 506.

Lumber, Construction Materials

(Part of SIC 509)

Tumber, millwork (part of SIC 5098).--Establishments pri-
marily engagedin the wholesale distribution of rough, dressed
and finished lumber; plywood; door and window frames (wooden

or metal), and all other varieties of wooden and metal mill-
work.

Construction materials (part of SIC 5098).--Establishments
primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of such building
materials as brick, building stone, cement, granite , gravel,
lime, marble, plaster, window glass, roofing materials , and
sand; ready-mix concrete distributors are not included in
this group but are classified as manufacturers (SIC 3273).

Machinery, Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 508)

Commercial,

(SIC 5082):

Commercial machines, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--Es-
‘tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of office, store, and business machines and equipment (ex-
cept furniture); commercial food-service equipment and sup-
plies; fountain and store fixtures and equipment; and tenks B
pumps, compressors, ete. » for marketing petroleum products.

industrial  machinery, eguinment, supplies

Construction machinery, equipment (pert of SIC 5082) .-

equipment (SIC 5064 plus  5065).--Establishmenis primarily
engaged in the vholesale distribution of radio and tele-
vision sets, self-contained air-conditioning - units, and
household electrical appliances. Gas clothes dryers and gas
household refrigerators are included here (SIC 5064). Also
establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of electronic parts and equipment, such as radio and tele~
vision receiving and tramsmitting, and industrial electronic
tubes; electronie intercommunication equipment; radio parts
and accessories; and electronic sound equipment (SIC 5065).

Fumiture, Home Furnishings

(Part of SIC 509)

Furniture~-household, office (part of SIC 5097).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged - in wholesale distribution of
household furniture, ineluding bedsprings, mattresses and
all such component parts; office furniture, professional

furniture, public furniture (for public parks and buildings,
ete. ).

Home furnishings, floor coverings (part of SIC 5097).--
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of antiques, china, glassware, and earthenware 3 curtains
and draperies; table linens, towels; carpets, linoleum, and

Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale aistri—

bution of cranes, excavating machinery and equipment, power
shovels; road construction and maintensnce machinery, tractor
mounted equipment, and other construction machinery and
equipment.

Industrial wachinery, equipment, supplies (part of SIC
5082) . —-Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale
distribution of such industrial machinery and parts as
metal-working tools; food products manufacturing machinery
and equipment; deiry products manufacturing machinery; oil
well machinery and supplies; industrial fans; industrial
tractors and trailers; and other industrial machinery, parts
and attachments. Also establishments primarily engaged in
the vholesale distribution of abrasives and materials ; rope
and cordage; mechanical rubber goods; welding supplies;
mechanical power +tramsmission equipment; industrial valves
and fittings; industrial leather; used drums , barrels, and
other metel containers which have been cleaned or reprocess-
ed; also other special or general industrial supplies such
as industrial storage batteries » bort, industrial diamonds,
and miscellaneous mill supplies.

Professional equipment, supplies (SIC 5086).--Establish-
ments primerily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
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mechanical devices and other equipment used by dentists,
physicians, surgeons, veterinarians, optometrisis, osteo-
paths, and other like professional groups.

Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses.~-Establish~
ments primarily engaged in selling surgical and medical
instruments; doctors apparatus and equipment; orthopedic
appllances; artifieial l1imbs; operating room and other
hospital equipment, X-ray machines and accessories and
other scientific instruments wused by physicians and in
hospitals. . :

Service-establishment equipment, supplies .(SIC 5087).--
Egtablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri~
bution of equipment and supplies for barber shops, beauty
parlors, power laundries, dry cleaning plants, janitors,
shoe repairers, upholsterers, undertakers, and related
service establishments.

Other machinery, equipment, supplies (SIC 5083 plus 5088)
(not_shown separately).—Establishments primarily engaged in
wholesale distribution of agricultural machinery and equip-
ment for use in the preparation and maintenance of the soil,
the planting and ‘harvesting of crops, and other operations

- and processes pertaining to work an the farm orin the garden;
and dairy farm machineryand equipment {(SIC 5083);also estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
transportation equipment, supplies (except motor vehicles),
ineluding ailr, marine, and railroad +ransportation equip-
ment and supplies (SIC 5088). :

Metals, Metalwork (except scrap)
{Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel, and products (part of SIC 5091).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of iron
and steel products-~bars, rods, plates, sheet, wire, neails,
spikes, shapes, pipe, tubing, containers, etc.

Nonferrous meials (part of SIC 5091).--Establishments pri-
merily engaged in wholesale distributionof nonferrous metals
(except precious metals)--copper, brass, aluminmm, ete.--and
miscellaneous nonmetallic minerals.

Scrap and Waste Materials
{Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel serap (part of SIC 5093).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in assembling; breaking up, sorting and whole-
sale distribution of -all forms of serap dron and steel.
This industry includes auto wreckers engaged in dismantling
automobiles for serap. Those dismantling used cars for the
sale of parts are not included here.

Waste materials (part of SIC 5093).~-Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of nonferrous
scrap (but not smelting, except for pot-melting of lead) a
wide variety of serap materials or a particular line of
scrap materials such as waste paperard waste paper products;
wiping - cloth, waste rags, textile waste, linters; scrap
Tubber; etec.

Jewelry
{Part of SIC 509)

Jewelry (part of SIC 5099).--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of jewelry ineluding precious
stones and metals, costwme jewelry, clocks, silverware, ete.

NONDURABLE GOODS

Groceries and Related Products
(SIC 504)

General-line groceries (SIC 5042).--Establishments engaged
in the wholesale distribution of a general line of groceries—-
camned foods, coffee, flour, sugar, d+es, spices, ete. Vol-

wntary group wholesalers, retaiier-coopemtive warehouses,
and cash-and-carry depots are included, as well as nonaffil-
iated general~line grocery wholesalers.

Speeialty-line groceries (SIC 5043 plus 5046 plus 5049) .-
Egtablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distrib-
ution of .dairy products such as butter, cheese, ice cream
and ices, and fluid milk and cream (SIC 5043). 4Also estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
(but not packaging) of fresh, cured (but not cammed) fish
and seafoods (SIC 5046); and establishments engaged in the
distribution of groceries and related products not elsewhere
clasgified suchas bakery products, breakfast cereals, canned
goods, green or roasted coffee, flour, fruit peel, packaged
frogen foods, oleomargarine, pickles, preserves, jams, jellies,
sauces, spices, refined sugar, tea, and yeast (SIC 5049).
Egtablishments primarily engaged in roasting and shelling
nuts, in the wholesdle distribution of soft drinks, and in
bottlingand distributing natural springand mineral watersare
also classified dn this industry. ZEstablishments primarily
engaged in pasteurizing bottlingand selling milk;. preparation
of fresh or frozen packaged fish or other seafood; shucking
of oysters; or bottlingand selling soft drinksare clagsified
as manufacturers, not here. Likewlse, establishments pri-
marily engaged in roasting coffee, blending tea, and in
grinding and packaging spices are classified as manufacturers.

Confeetionery (SIC 5045)--Establishments primarily engaged
in the wholesale distributionof confectionery, suchas candy,
chewing gum, salted nuts, popeorn, and fountain syrups.

Meat, meat products (SIC 5047).--Establishments primarily
engaged In the wholesale distribution of fresh, cured, and
processed (but not canned) meats and lard.

Poultry, poultry products (SIC 5044).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of poultry and
poultry products. Establishments primarily engaged in kilil-

ing, dressing, and selling poultry are claggified as manu~
facturers, not here.

Fresh fruits, fresh vegetables (SIC 5048) .--Establishments
primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh
fruits, vegetables, berries, ete.

Beer, Wine, Distilled Alcoholic Beverages
{Part of SIC 509) -

Beer (part of SIC 5095) .-~Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distribution of beer, ale, porter, and other
fermented malt liquors.

Wines, distilled spirits (part of SIC 5095) .--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of dis-
ti1led spirits, including neutral spirits and ethyl alechol
used in blending, wines, and distilled liquids.

Drugs, Chemicals, Allied Products
(SiC 502)

Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries (SIC 5022).
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribu~
tion of drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries, and
toiletries. For surgical, medical, and hospital supply
houses see SIC Code 5086.

General-line drugs.--Establishments engaged in selling a
full line of drugs, pharmaceuticals, proprietary medicines,
druggists' rubber goods, cosmeties, toiletries, drug sun-
dries, and related merchandise. Cooperatives and voluntary
group wholesalers handling a full line of drugs are also
included in this classification. ILiquor departments of
drug wholesalers, however, are included with "wine, dig~
tilled spirits" (part of SIC 5095).
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Paints, varnishes (SIC 5028)--Establishments primarily en-

gaged in the wholesale distribution of paints and varnishes’

in paste ar powder form or ready for use. (lass and wallpaper
are frequently handled as Important secondary lines.

Other chemicals, allied produets (SIC 5029).—-Establish~
_ments .primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of in-
dustrial chemicals such as acids, ammonia, industrial and
heavy chemicals, dyestuffs, industrisl salts, insecticides,
naval stores, plastic materials, rosin, turpentine, and re-
lated produets. Establishments primarily engaged in distrib-
uting ammmnition and fireworks at wholesale are clagsified
in SIC 5099.

Tobacco

{Part of SIC 509)

Tobacco, tobacco products (SIC 5094 ) .~-Establishments pri-
marily engaged in wholesale distribution of manufactured
‘tobaceo products--cigareties, cigars, smoking tobacco. Mar—
keters of leaf tobacco are elassified in SIC Industry 5051.

Dry Goods, Apparel
(SIC 503)

arel and ories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear (SIC
5035, plus 5039) .~Establistments primarily engaged in the
wholesale distribution of apparel and accessories, hosiery,
lingerie (SIC 5035); and establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of footwear of leather, rubber,
and other materials (SIC 5039). Clothing jobbers having
garments made o6n contract by others are classified ags mamu—
facturers, not here.

Dry goods, notions (part of SIC 5032).--Establishments pri-
merily engaged 1in the wholesale distribution of dry goods,
and notions. Establishments primarily engaged in selling
textile home furnishings (eurtains, draperies, demestics,
ete.) are included in "Home furnishings, floor ecoverings,"
SIC 5097. ]

Plece goods comverters (part of SIG 5032) .--Establishments
primarily engaged in purchasing textiles in the gray or un-
finighed form, having them dyed and/or finished by others,
usually on a contract basis, and selling +to the cutting-up
trade, garment makers, wholegalers, or retailers. Converters
operating bleaching, dyeing, and finishing plants are not
considered as merchant wholesalers.

Paper, Paper Products, Except Wallpaper
(Part of SIC 509)

Paper (part of SIC 5096) -~—Establishments engaged in whole~
sale distribution of fine and coarse paper and produeis, in-
cluding writing paper, envelope Ppaper, groundwood, printing
and rotogravure paper, wrapping Paper, paperboaxrd, cello-
phane, and converted paper products such as bags, boxes,
dishes, napkins, shipping supplies.

Stationery, office supplies (part of SIC 5096).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
commercial stationery; office supplies including envelopes,
typewriter and mimeograph paper, file cards and folders, pens,
calendars, ete,; social stationery, including envelopes.

Farm Products—-Raw Materials

(SIC 505)

Cobton (part of SIG 505).--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of raw cotton and cotton
linters.

Grain (part of SIC 505).--FEstablishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distributionof corn, wheat, oats, sorghum, soy-
beans, barley, and other grains. Grain exporters and

grain
elevators buying and selling grain are ineluded here as well
as other grain merchants. ’

Other farm products (part of SIC 505) (not shown separately)
Establishments primarily engaged - in wholesale distribution
of livestock such as cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, lambsg,
goats, end miseellanecus farm products such as leaf tobacco;
hides, skins, and pelts; horses and mules; bristles; broom-
corn; feathers; - hops; hair; moss; unroasted peanuts, oll
kernels, oil nuts, raw silk; straw, vegetable fibers, ete.

Other Nondurable Goods
(Part of SIC 509)

Amisement, sporting goods (part of SIC 5099) .--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale disbribution of all
types of amusement and sporting goods and accessories——bil~
lard and pool supplies; cameras and photographic equipment;
coin-operated game machines; games, toys; ete.

Books zines, newspapers (part of SIC 5099).~-Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
‘books, lithographed matter, magazines, mnewspapers, and all
other forms of reading material.

Coal (part of SIC 5091).-Establiskments primarily engaged
in the wholesale distribution of coel and coke, Included
are establisiments which bave products shipped direct from
mine to customer, and establishments operating yards and
dock space, and making deliveries therefrom at wholesale as
well as other coal merchante.

Farm supplies {part of SIC 5099 ) ~~Establishments primarily
engaged in wholesale distribution of animal feeds, ferti-
lizers, agrieultural chemicals, seeds, and other farm sup-
plies. :

Other products (part of SIC 5099) (not.shown separately) .-

Establichments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of':

Petroleum products (except bulk stations, ferminals)
including liquefied petroleum gases; petroleum products
such as gasoline, lubricants, fuel oil. This classification
differs.from SIC Industry 5092 in that establishments in—

cluded here do mot have storage capacity for bulk liquid
products.

Gifts, art éoods, greeting cards including souvenirs,
novelties, and similar products. :

Flowers, bulbs, plants including cut flowers,
Pplants, and florists’
stock, ete.

potted
supplies; bulbs, plantings, nursery

Other miscellaneous products including advertising nove
eliies and specialties; timber products such as ties, logs,
cordwood, wooden barrels, crates, sawdust » and other forest
products except lumber; saddlery end other leather products
(except footwear, apparel, and belting); industrial yarn;
mugical instruments, musicians’ supplies, records; textiles,
canvags produets, felt, burlap (begs); basic food and
beverage materials as malt, hope, raw sugar, industrial
molasses; wallpaper; a general line of merchandise; and
specialty lines not included elsewhere such as cork, animal
and vegetable oils, crude rubber, etc.

UsCOoM--DC
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February 1962 sales of merchant wholesalers, esti-
mated at $10.8 billion, were down 5 percent from
January sales but up 7 percent over February sales a
year ago, The decline from January sales was due
mainly to the fewer trading days in February. How-
ever, cumulative sales for the first two months of
1962 totaled $22.3 billion, an increase of 9 percent
over sales in the comparable period of 1961.

Sales din the durable goods +trades, totaling $4.4
billion in February, dropped 4 percent below the
January level but were 13 percent higher than Febru~
ary 1961 sales. The nondurable goods trades, with
sales of $6.4 billion, indicated a sharper decline
(7%) from last month's sales and a smaller gain (3%)
over a year ago.

Most trades reported lower sales in February than
in January but registered gains over February sales
a year ago. The sharpest declines from previous
month sales were shown by cotton merchants (16%) and
drug vholesalers (16%); the largest gain among the 8
trades reporting increases was registered by jewelry
wholesalers (74). Compared with sales a year ago,
substantial inereases were shown by automobile dis-
tributors (31%), industrial machinery, equipment,
supplies distributors (30%), iron, steel scrap deal-
ers (23%) and iron, steel products distributors
(214). 'The sharpest decline, among the 7 trades re—
prorting decreases from a year ago, wag reported by
poultry distributors (10%).

All geographic divisions reported: February sales
below their January levels. These declines ranged
from 1 percent in the Mountain Division %o 8 percent
in the New England Division. Compared with a year
ago, however, sales gains were registered in all
geographic divisions except the West North Central,
which indicated a slight (1%) decline, and the Moun-
tain Division, which reported sales at about the same
level as a year ago. The most substantial gain (13%)
was experienced in the South Atlantic Division.

INVENTORIES

Inventories of merchant wholesalers, exeluding farm
produeds. _@w materials) merchants, estimated at
$12.9 billich at the end of February, showed little
change from their January 31 level hut were 3 percent
higher than stocks on hand a year ago. Stocks in
the durable goods trades rose slightly (1%) during
the month, while stocks of nondurable goods dropped
slightly (1%) during <the same _period. Both trade

groups, however, reported inventories up 3 percent
over a year ago.

Most trades reported relatively small changes from
January 31 inventory levels. GCoal wholesalers again

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS-
TWO MONTHS 1962 COMPARED WITH TWO MONTHS 1961

(Percentage changes)
o
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recordedtte sharpest decline (23%) while iron, steel
and products distributors and meat wholesalers re-
ported the largest increase (6%). The principal in-
creases over year-ago stoeks were recorded by meats,
meat products distributors (24%) and nonferrous
metals dealers (22%), the sharpest declines by poul-
try, poultry products distributors (35%), and coal
wholesalers (26%).

The February 1962 stock-sales ratio for merchant
wholesalers was 130 Percent, up 7 points over +the
January 1962 ratiobut 6 points below the stock-sales
ratio for February 1961. The February 1962 stock-
sales ratio of durable goods wholesalers was 177
percent (down 19 points from February of a year ago)
compared with the nondurable goods ratio of 92 per=
cent (unchanged from February of a year ago).

GENERAL

Date in this report are basedon a Probability sam-
Ple, representative of all merchant wholesalers in
the country. A description of the sample design,
the estimating brocedure, and approximate measures

of the reliability of the data are included on pages
10 o 12.

1 for sale by the Bureau,of the Census; Single copy-10d, annual subscription-$1.00
An advance:release of February 1962 data was issued on April 2, 1962.



Table 1. ESTIMATED MONTHLY SALES OF MERCHANT WHDLESALERS, UNTTED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS
' 1961 AND 1962 E ’

(Millions of dollars)

1962 ; 1961 : Total

Kind of businesa 2 mos.

Jan.l| Feb.? | Feb. Har. Apr. ng K h.]('u.ne July Aug. | Sept. |'Oet. Nov. | Dec. 1962 | 1961

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL....... | 11,44110,830 (10,153 |11,843]10,801 |11,856. {11,963 [11,052 | 12,444{11,767 |12,717 | 12,652]11,916 | 22,271 |20,448

TOTAL (ex}:iuding farm producte, rew- e
BALETIAIB) 4 e envrnenrarseasnnsseesens | 10,4381 9,912 | 9,246 |10,834]10,031 |10,967 |11,185 (10,203 |11,350]10,835 |11,466 |11,345|10,791 |20,351 18,603

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL...uunesecncncneeses | 4,600] 4,433 | 3,918 | 4,739 4,494 | 4,915 | 5,003| 4,503 | 5,181 4,929 | 5,272 | 5,059] 4,691 | 9,034] 7,939

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total. | ~ 643 604 566 649 643 674 705|659 660 638 712 674 623 | 1,2471 1,166
Auiomobiles, other, motor vehicles......... | .: 209 218 |, 166 196 188 197 200} 197 166 179 217 216 204 426 338
Automotive equipment, tires, tubeS........ 434 387 401 453 455 477 5041 . 462 495 459 495 458 4319 821 829

Electrical goods, tot8l...icciiveninncanvans’ 6921 - 676 616 705 629 677 726 671 - 776 760- 800 822 820 | 1,375) 1,244
Electrical supplies, apparatus...........- 290 284 258 297 285 34 7314 299 340 311 342 343 335 574 521
Electrical appliances, IV, radio sets, ’ !

electronic parts, equipment.............. . 409 392 358 408 344 363 412 372 436 449 458 | . 479 486 801 723

Furniture, home furnishings, total.......... 234 234 203 258 232 249 244 213 273 250 285 272 248 468 406
Furniture-household, office...... [ 63 63 58 68 67 72 7 62 80 69 79 71 70 125 118
Home furnishinge, floor covering8......... 17 17 145 190 166 177 167 150 193 180 206 201 178 343 288

Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, .
supplies, tot8L..ieeeereirerceacrsnennrocas 459 453 421 514 494 544 591 527 598 567 600 549 467 912 849

Hardware. ... oiceveevassonsonssongssaonnans 181 187 169 216 198 | - 206 212 188 17 215 234 212 183 368{ 335
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies.. 233 222 207 239 238 273 303 274 312 290 308 285 236 455 419

Lymber, construction materials, total....... 458 hbd 400 527 531 614 625 569 640 585 622 571 452 903 826
Tumber, miTIwWoTK..vecrernererversonaranaes 316| © 307 273 360 364 415 418 364 406 380 404 372 302 623 563
Construction materfials.....cocvveneeennae 143 137 128 167 167 199 206 205 233 205 218 199 149 280 263

Machinery, equipment, sppplies, total...
Commereial, industrial, machinery équip-
ment, SUPPlied....cieevecocsrenrnconacnan 911 871 700 824 Vel 878 883 795 930 888 901 897 8907 | 1,782 1,404
Construction machinery, -equipment....... 151 158 134 152 172 207 186 167 192 191 175 170 162 309 272
Industrial machinery, equipment, . .
supplies... .... ... 669 627 484 579 508 567 596 539 632 594 624 630 627 | 1,296 965
Professional equipment, supp . . 141 131 121 135 122 131 139 136 152 i53 147 142 137 27 241
Service-establishment equipment, supplies. 106 99 92 110 102 107 110 104 114 109 121 115 105 205 188

..} 1,250 1,200 | 1,015 | 1,228 1,145 | 1,258 | 1,270] 1,148 | 1,310 1,252 | 1,286 | 1,249] 1,225 | 2,452] 2,035

Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total..... 508 469 401 492 456 507 543 461 527 502 531 519 493 977 819
Iron, steel, and product8........... . 359 331 275 351 321 355 375 312 364 342 364 354 330 690 570
Nonferrous metals.... [ 148 138 126 141 135 152 168 150 163 160 167 164 164 | 286 249

Scrap, vaste materials, total..sciesnscanens 286 281 235 288 292 317 317 285 305 289 328 296 257 567 472
Iron, ateel Berap.......e. 170 163 133 165 185. 201 198 183 188 180 208 182 155 333 260
Waste materials...ceeessne 116 118 102 123 106 116 19 101 117 100 120 114 102 234 212

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.:..veeeresnnaves | 6,840 6,397 | 6,235 | 7,104| 6,397 | 6,941 | 6,870 6,459 | 7,263 | 6,838 | 7,446 | 7,593| 7,225 13,237 12,509

TOTAL (excluding ferm products, raw .
BALETLATE) 4 s s ennrnnrerennsaannaenases | 5,837 5,480 | 5,328 | 6,095] 5,537 | 6,052 | 6,092 5,610 | 6,209 5,907 | 6,194 | 6,286] 6,100 |11,317 0,664

Groceries and related products, total.......
General-line groceries....
Specialty-line groceries..
Confectionery..coceveenass

2,495 | 2,279 | 2,197 | 2,420| 2,266 | 2,488 | 2,509 ] 2,365 | 2,493 2,356 | 2,432 | 2,485( 2,422 | 4,775 4,450

81 775 89| 7 835 857 801 | 8e5| 838 | 864 | €80] 839 | 1,694 1,569
759 | e85 672 4l 699 753 | 73| ma| 78| w3 | me | 735] 726 | 1,444 1,369
68 66 ! 72 66 7 %] &7 | m k) 73 73| 13| 13
Meats, meat products...... 422 30| 37| 3es| 30 391 | 387] 368 | 404} 3 419 a7| 3991 3l 682
Poultry, poultry products.... 12} 9| am| 128 wa| usi{ 12| 10 14) To7 | 12| 16| 116 212) 227
Fresh £ruits, VEEetableS..ueeeeeereeanneas 258| 240 | 230 | 272| 262 319 328 306 | 298| 248 222 255! 268 | 98| 4e8

Beer, wine, digtilled alecholic beverages,
$0t8).seeeeriisranasviepearsiiensiierrecaan 522 546 501 639 567 653 675 60L 676 635 661 748 811 | 1,076 970
Beer....... . 203 201 201 244 225 275 307 294 309 267 247 241 24} 404 397
Wine, distilled =p: areaenren 327 346 300 395 342 378 369 308 367 368 414 507 570 672 574

Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total.... 472 423 408 464 436 474 468 419 483 473 491 487 438 896 848

Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists'
reeenna aee 291 248 256 283 263 275 272 247 282 283 292 300 272 539 532
Paints, varnishes..... . . 24 23 21 29 29 32 33 29 34 30 31 28 22 47 42
Other chemicals, allied productSecc.s.ci.. 158 152 131 i52 144 167 163 143 168 160 167 159 143 30 274

Tobaceo, tobaceo Productd,.sece e ioscacnona 346 332 310 358 328 366 380 356 382 365 368 368 380 678 627

Dry goods, spparel, total.c..vvvsevonnnanane 550 543 525 629 514 549 561 510 638 583 655 649 533 | 1,093 | 1,012
Apperel and accessories, hosiery,
lingerie, £OOLWEBT . i veuartanarsnonnonnen 217 225 225 271 198 218 213 227 291 262 287 293 241 442 44
Dry goods, notionf...ccvaerinicnrracanires 197 186 177 215 188 205 215 186 221 199 221 215 172 383 361

Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper,
tota’

cessreatareen 374 339 324 370 328 355 364 324 376 365 385 388 368 713 647
B 305 279 266 310 277 294 307 271 312 300 318 319 295 584 536

) B T

Papereseevesionss

Amusement, sporting goods....... 104 101 91 116 112 125 135 130 151 154 167 168 158 205 177
Books, magazines, newspapers. . bed P 70 78 69 {. 72| 7 77 83 81 84 82 82 154 147
COBLeereneneionmrnnnsssnnes aee 71 67 69 64 59 59 60 56 64 65 71 68 68 138 141

Farm SuPPLli€B..cesevencovancasornssonnranns’ 162 172 170 236 214 203 182 143 147 141 142 132 136 334 317

1 . .
Final estimate. N
2 preli estimate. See page 12, Estimating Procedures.

Note: -Merchant vholesalers total smnd group totals include date for some kinds of business not shown separately. Deteil may not add to totals due to rounding.
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Table 2, ESTIMATED MONTHLY INVENTORIES OF MERGHANT WHOLESATERS » UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962

(Millions of dollars)

1962 1961
Kind of business

Jan.l | Feb.? | Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. | Oct. Nov. Dec.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, raw materials)...........

12,870 | 12,931 12,578 | 12,815 |12,920 | 13,012 | 13,011 [ 12,984 | 13,023 | 13,028 | 13,07 | 13,008 | 12,781

DURABLE GOOPS, TOTAL. . evvseveransneenerarnnnnnnen | 0,775 | 7,872 | 7,660 | 7,877 | 7,953 | w,907| 7,800 | 7,930 7,904 7,892 7,823 | 7,818 | 7,731

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total.......... | 1,160 | 1,150 | 1,220 1,231 1 1,226 | 1,221| 1,199 1,181| 1,168
Automotive equipment, tires, tubeS................. 911 912 922 936 951 958 929

1,174 | 1,154 ] 1,140 | 1,132
928 | 920 932| 909 293 891

Electrical goods, $0tal.enersernsrnsensesennenninaens | 1,157 | 1,185 | 1,149 1,179 | 1,199 | 1,184 1,203 | 1,182 1,189 | 1,194 | 1,200 | 1,186
: 464 469 459

1,135

Electrical supplief, apparabub....eeeeceeseenseesss 458 459 44y 462 469 471 478 475 482 "4
Elecirical appliances, IV, radio sets s electronic .

PArtS, eQUIDENY. oueer s ittt iannnreneiarenares 700 726 700 ny 730 713 739 3 721 75 726 704 689

Ha}x;ﬁvmre, Pplumbing, heating equip., supplies, total.. 1,023 | 1,048 | 1,056 1,097 | 1,096 | 1,112 1,102 | 1,115 21,068 | 1,078 | 1,057 | 1,037 1,000
Td 440

LT LT T N 434 446 438 448 448 455 449 449 438 430 420 413
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies......e00.. 503 515 525 546 544 553 552 563 533 543 533 524 501

Machinery, equipment, supplies, totel........ ven | 2,185 | 2,182 | 2,049 | 2,093 | 2,129 | 2,128 2,150 1 2,181 | 2,173 | 2,160 | 2,179 | 2,201 2,201
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies.......... 905 208 822 839 868 863 875 910 503 897 897 926 912

Metals, metalwork {except scrap), tot@l.e.sueuvesses.s 927 977 826 845 863 847 8i6 837 875

873 851 876 910
Iron, steel, and ProductS......evsrevuees.

769 815 694 690 2 704 682 687 726 727 706 722 755

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm

products, raw materials).......o.eeeuneiiiainns | 5,095 | 5,058 | 4,917 | 4,938 | 4,967 | 5,005 5,121 5,054 5,109 | 5,136 | 5,248 | 5,280 | 5,050

Groceries and related products, t0tal.s...vereensss.. 1,405 | 1,412 | 1,363 | 1,361 | 1,344 | 1,383
680

1,379 1,321 | 1,336 | 1,341 | 1,392 { 1,417 | 1,407
Genersl-line grocerieS................ €6 9

691 706 659 661 666 8 653 647 662 709 7 694

Beer, wine, distilled alccholic beverages, total..... 674 660 628 644 668 712 710 699 705 733 780 783 650
Wine, distilled Lo 551 542 496 500 513 550 545 528 550 583 631 641 528
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, totel....... vs ] 603 606 604 595 603 605 601 610 617 607 623 610 595
Drugs, drug proprietaries, durggists! sundries..... 412 414 411 410 [ 413 407 404 418 420 418 428 420 404
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total.... 366 366 364 373 386 375 37 379 390 374 370 380 383
PP v e it ittt ii i n e r e 299 301 293 302 307 296 297 307 305 296 297 305 312

See footnotes below table 3.

Table 3. STOCK-SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962

{Percent)
1962 1961
Kind of business
Jen.' | Feb.? | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. Nov. Dec.
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, raw materials)...ieiiveriiseinonnnns 123 130 136 118 129 119 116 127 114 120 114 115 118
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL. s sssrecurevecnanonsasesnans 169 177 196 166 177 161 155 173 153 160 148 155 165
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total. . 181 190 216 190 191 181 170 179 177 184 162 169 182
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes......... . 210 236 230 207 209 201 184 201 186 203 183 195 213
Electrical 0088, B0HEL..uveresrscnssreaonceasersnsns 166 175 187 167 191 175 163 174 152 157 150 144 138
Electrical supplies, BPPAratluS....servsecacssvecsss 158 161 174 156 165 150 148 157 135 154 139 141 133
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic
Parts; equipment. ...veveuruiieiieieriireianaranona 17 185 196 176 212 196 173 187 165 159 158 147 142
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies 5 total.. 223 232 251 213 222 204 186 212 179 190 176 189 214
i HATGWAT .« cevatenansnteniiisisacesuonnsreersonnnns 240 239 259 207 226 221 212 239 202 204 184 198 226
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplieS........... 216 232 254 228 229 203 182 205 171 187 173 184 222
Machinery, equipment, supplies, t058L..cvveperaneoa.. 175 180 202 170 186 169 169 190 166 173 169 176 180
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies.......... 135 145 170 145 in 152 147 169 143 151 144 147 141
Metals, metalwork (execept .scrap), t0181.....veensvnss 183 208 206 172 189 168 152 182 166 174 160 169 184
Iron, steel, and ProductS.......vevvecennn. . 214 246 252 197 222 198 186 220 199 212 194 204 229
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm
Products, raw materials)..iisiecreseecicoronennas 87 92 92 81 90 84 84 90 82 87 85 84 83
Groceries and related products, total..... . . 56 62 62 56 59 56 55 56 54 57 57 57 58
General-line grocerieB.scuerenssessverenncersonnon el 86 85 82 85 80 78 82 75 el 82 82 83
Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, total..... 127 121 125 101 118 100 105 116 104 115 118 105 80
Wine, distilled SpPiritS...ccvsivesversnrennnsnnenns 168 157 165§ 129 150 146 148 172 152 159 152 27 93
Drugs, chemicals, allled products, tot&l.........v... 128 143 148 128 138 128 128 146 128 128 127 125 136
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists! sundries..... 142 166 160 145 157 148 149 170 149 148 146 140 148
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total.... 98 108 112 01§ 18 106 102 117 104 102 96 98 104
L P Y 98 108 210 97 111 101 101 113 98 98 93 96 106
| ! Final estimate. 3
! 2 Preliminary estimate. 7 See page 12, Estimating Procedure.
Note: Merchant wholesalers total and group totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. Detall may not add to totals due to rounding.
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Table 4. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SAIES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESATERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: FEBRUARY 1962

Inventories
Sales end-of-month
(at cost)
Kind of business February 1962 from-- 2 mos. February 1962 from--
1962
' from
February January February January
1961 1962 2 pos. 1961 1962
191
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.ueeveraesrarenesnnnsonascsnnensssasonnnnnsnnsdenes +7 -5 +9 x) (x)
TOTAL {excluding farm products, Taw MAteTIA18)e.c..veeseesscesssennssensosenenones +7 -5 +9 +3 0
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.seurnennnasruaessnnsansssnneresssosesennssnnssersessosennsnnses +13 Tl Ta4 +3 +1
Motor vehicles, eutcmotlve equipment, total... Semesesetenntsattarsracsacsanosenntons +6 -6 +7 =6 -1
Automobiles, other motor vehicles...... ceeans +31 +4 +26 =21 =3
Automotive equipment, TITeS, BUDEB...uvsrsereestsrarnnontruocsasasnossessonnnsrmonnses -4 -1 =1 -1 0
Electrical g00ds, totaleeeveevacrecescernsonas s +10 -3 +10 +3 +2
Flectrical supplies, apparatuS......... P S +10 -2 +10 +2 0
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronii parts, equimment....... +10 -4 +11 4 +4
Furniture, home fUrnishifgs, $0881.eessesncersecuesereeresennnnnonnnennsneennes +15 0 +15 +3 +1
Furniture-household, office....... +9 0 +6 -12 +1
Home furnishings, floor coverings. +18 o +19 +8 +1
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, SUPPLieB, BOBAL.e.ss.assseeeseesnennnonesesonnons +8 -1 +7 -1 +2
o aes +11 +3 +10 +2 *3
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies............ aee 8 3 +9 -2 2
Alr conditioning, refrigeration equigment, BUPPlieS.cecircrnnnan ~4 -3 =7 ~6 +2
Tumber, construction materials, total.... +11 =3 +9 ~6 +2
Tumber, MiTIWOTK.uyerersviorenesenan +13 -3 +11 -9 +3
Construetion MAteTiales . ietecrestorssseresousaannonenconcossnsecsonsnoneeny +7 -4 +6 -1 o
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total....... Tr1g T4 Ty20 +6 0
Commercial, industrial machinery, equipment, +24 4 +27 +6 +1
Commercial machines, equipment............ +5 -6 +6 +12 +1
Construction machinery, equipment......... +17 +5 +13 -4 +1
Industriel machinery, equipment, supplies. ;30 r-6 . 1‘1»34 +10 0
Professional equipment, supplieS....... +8 -7 +12 +6 +1
Surgical, medical, hospital supplies. . +15 -4 +18 +17 +2
Service-establishment equipment, supplies... +7 -7 +9 +7 a
MPetals, metalwork (except scrap), total....... +17 - +19 +18 +5
Iron, steel, and products.. +21 -8 +21 +17 +6
Nonferrous metals....... G eeeeietteteraeesaunnaeiaiaaes +9 -7 +15 +22 +2
Scrap, waste materials, total.eeencnierencoscs Cetsesnesterenctstutrassnanocseenunascts +19 -2 +20 =3 ~3
Iron, steel SCTaPeccseaca.s +23 -4 +28 ~2 -3
Waste materialB.ciiseesiessccesiaconanones +15 +2 +10 -4 -2
JBUE LTy e e v vt taaatse it ttenetetat st eeeesseta e n it reetaaresetennntnnnnenanenneeenarenan +13 +7 +10 +1 +3
BONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL. .. s essuunsunsansessnnnnnssvansnnseonssosssanessnnsannsnnnnes +3 -7 +6 (x) (x)
TOTAL (excluding farm products, Taw MAVEXIALE) vaeeeeeseeseeeneneeeennnnorennnon e, +3 -6 +6 +3 -1
Groceries and related products, totel.... teseseesccatticteratrtesranssnnstocnanesennt +4 -9 +7 +4 Tl
General-line groceries..... +6 -7 +8 +7 +2
Voluntary groupSe..scss. +2 -6 +3 +4 +2
Retailer cooperatives... +6 ~ty +9 +4 +3
Nonaffillated.eeeinriaannen +10 -9 ;13 +%2 42
Specialty-1line groceries.. +2 -10 +5 0 o
Confeetionery.ciuieneensas -7 -2 o} -4 -5
Meats, meat products.. +10 -12 +16 +24 r +6
Poultry, poultry producis. .o T.i0 -11 -7 -35 ~14
Fresh frults, vegetables..... roan +5 -7 +6 -13 T
Beer, wine, distilled elcoholic beverages, totalivicesvenconssn +9 +3 +11 +5 -2
T e seencsessstrctrencscracacrsonsnancsessnnns [+ -1 +2 ~10 -4
Wine, Glstilled SpiritSueesesececceosesessosoncaseanasas +15 +6 +17 +9 -2
Drugs, chemlcals, allied products, to‘i;al............................... +4 =10 +6 To +1
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' supplies... +1 -16 +6 -1 0
General~1ine GIUZS....cieeiveuorncnsenesrenanas -3 -15 +1 +1 0
Paints, varnishes.ic.iesuieenns. +10 -1 +12 -7 -1
Other chemicals, allied products. +15 -4 +13 Tl Ti2
Tobaces, TODACEC PrOAUGTS.usetiaranatsseereesssnsaresenanessosnnsssnecnocnnnssennnnnsun +7 -4 +8 +3 =3
Dry goods, apparel, t03al.veeeevecsscanrscssnsessosnncs +4 -1 +8 -1 +1
Apparel .and accessories, hoslery, lingerie, footwear....... 0 + +7 +13 +1
Dry goods, notionS........ cerersas +5 -5 +6 -12 +2
Plece £00ds CONVETEErS..cnuuerereisarereenssrenennns +7 -3 +13 x} (x)
Paper, paper produsts, excluding wallpaper, total +5 <9 +10 ] 0
A U +5 -9 +9 +2 +1
Stationery, office supplies. (x) {x) +17 (x) x)
Farm products, raw materialSe.ecesseseceonceceen +1 T8 +4 (x) (X)
Cotton. -5 -16 0 (x) {x)
Grain..: +1 -4 +5 (x) (x)
Other nondurable goods, total....... -5 -5 =1 +6 -4
nt, sporting goods...... +11 .2 +16 +6 +3
Books, magazines, newspapers +5 -7 +4 -5 -6
L -4 -6 -2 ~-29 =23
Farm s’uppl:l_.es..........‘....,.............. +1 +6 +5 +1 ~10

r Revised since Advance Release dated April 2, 1962. .
X Withheld due to extreme variability of reported data or a hign nanresponse rate.
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Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTCRIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALFRS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

Inventory
Saleg* end-of -month
. {at comt)
Kind of business and geographic division February 1962 February 1962
(see map page 6) 2 manthg -
1962
February January 2 lix;raz:hs Februery January

1961 1962 1961 1961 1962
MERGHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.eeuennsevraernrivasrersnssnnerssssorerssnnsassncorenses +7 -5 +9 +3 0
New ENEland.eesseccssnsesssosesssessornsssosseenscrnasnoncans +8 -8 +13 T s +1
Middle Atlantic..... +8 -7 +10 +2 0
East North Central. +7 -5 +10 +3 +1
West North Central. -1 -3 +2 +1 -1
South Atlantic.iaee,s. +13 4 +15 +5 +1
East South Central.... +2 -3 [} -2 [+]
West South Central. +3 -3 +3 -2 +1
Mountain, o -1 +1 +13 +8
Pacific..... B L LT T T Y T Y T U R +8 -7 +11 +7 -2
Automotive equipment, tire, tube wholesalers..,.. 4 =11 -1 -1 0
New England.... [64] =15 [€3]) x 0
Middle Atlanti -10 -14 -10 x) {x)
East North Central.. -18 -14 -8 =19 +1
West North Central.. =17 -13 -7 ~17 4]
South Atlantic...... -9 -18 =3 -11 o
East South Central.. +11 -3 +11 +2 -1
West South Central +22 +4 +10 +20 +2
Mountain..vesseaeass +25 -8 +24 (x) +3
Y +11 -8 +4 +2 -2
Electrical apparatus, supplies A18tribuborS.seecseeseessocoscaancosssens JR +10 -2 +10 +2 a
New England.eeeses +11 =11 +17 -5 +2
. +11 -2 +16 +4 +1
+6 -2 +4 -1 +1
-4 +4 -2 (x) -9
17 4] +9 x) (X}
-9 <10 +2 -8 +4
+28 +6 +15 +20 +2
+14 =5 +17 +21 +4
+10 -5 +14 +7 -1
+10 4 +11 +4 +4
=11 ~18 +9 -8 +5
+15 b +16 x) {X)
-5 -4 -6 -8 +4
-5 -6 o -18 4
+23 -7 +20 +27 +13
Eagt South Central.. (x) +18 x) {x) +3
West South Central.. +30 <1 +26 +7 +4
Pacific..... +11 -2 +13 +12 .o=1
+15 0 +15 +3 +1
+12 0 +11 (x) x)
East North Central.. +18 -12 +2% +6 +2
West North Central +17 +7 +21 (x) +2
+9 +12 +6 {x) +1
+15 0 +17 -31 - -3
vrereansierescusnes +1) +3 +10 +2 +3
+48 +9 +40 +14 +5
-16 ©-10 -6 {x) (x)
East North Central.. +7 +9 +7 - +2
West North Cemtral.. +6 -1 +3 +11 +3
East South Central.. (X) 0 (x) 0 +1
+36 +3 +20 -6 +2
(%) +11 x) (x) +4
+21 +2 +20 +22 +1
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distribuborS..sseecesccsrrecscssec +8 -5 +9 =2 +2
New England....... +2 9 ¥2 -1l +4
Middle Atlantic. +7 -12 +14 (x) X)
East North Central +3 -8 4] -3 +3
West North Centraleeesseecscsss -5 +10 =14 +2 o
South Atlantic....eeessssess +28 0 +32 - +10 +4
Fast South Central... +1 -2 -6 =3 o
West South Central.. +2h +11 +2L =9 0
x) +4 x) x) +3
+h -10 +13 +10 +2
411 -3 +9 -6 =2
-10 -11 +7 {x) X}
Middle Atlent: +20 -12 +20 (x) (x)
East North Central... -5 -9 +6 -3 +6
West North Central. -22 +3 =16 +1 +1
South At1antic.....eee. +41 +7 +26 (x) (x)
West South Central +12 +12 +3 {(x) -1
Pacific.... +23 -5 +17 x) +1

See footnotes at end of table, page 9.




‘Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES TN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GHOGRAPHIC DIVISION, ‘FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

Inventory,
Sales* end-of ~month
(at cost)
Kind of business and geographic division Februery 1962 2-mo8. February 1962
(see map pege 6) 1962
February January ::: February January
1961 1962 T0e1 1961 1962
- 1961

Industrial machinery, equipment supplies distributors. cee 430 -6 +34 +10 o

Middle Atlantlcsusiessucvarenccecnranscssnonsasnns via +31 =16 +43 +12 0

East North Central.... vee +49 +1 +50 (x) - -2

West North Central.. .- -2 -9 +6 x) 45

South Atlantie...... aes +8 =11 +21 (x) 4

East South Central.. . (x) +6 He (x 4

West South Central.. ver +18 -6 +22 + +3

General-line grocery wholesalers.... +6 -7 +8 +7 +2

New England..evesesssvsses -2 -8 b A [¢]

Middle Atlantic..... +3 -6 -2 +4 +2

East North Central.. +20 -2 +14 +9 +6

West North Central.. -3 -7 +4 +6 +3

South Atlantic...... . +7 =7 +19 +11 +2

East South Central....... -2 -14 +4 +8 +1

West South Central.. +7 -8 +10 3 +2

Mountedn..eeeseeas + +2 +8 +3 +1

+1 =11 +10 +11 -1

+2 =10 +5 o] -1

+9 -13 +8 [63) -5

+3 =12 +11 +6 +2

5 -8 +5 {X) -4

-6 -9 + (x) -1

-13 -18 -3 +3 #3

-1 -9 = (X) -6

+4 ~0 -2 -1 -2

(X) +3 (X) (x) v (x)

6] -8 (@] 24 (x)

a5 =1 +6 =13 ~6

220 =7 11 [(63) (63)

+17 -5 +18 (x] (x)

+4 -2 +5 [6:4 wdy

-6 -5 -8 -24 ~-10

(%) -2 (%) (%) +3

0 -3 45 (%) -6

(x) -6 (%) (0 -7

Drug wvholesalers (general and specialiy lines) -3 -15 +1 +1 [¢]

New Englande........ . ~18 -19 =13 -24 =5

Middie Atlantic... -9 14 -8 (x) (x)

East North Central. +22 -9 +21 +17 +2

West North Central. -7 -16 + -17 +1

South Atlentic..... -7 =12 -1 +1 +1

Fast South Central. +6 ~14 +19 +1 +2

Weet South Central. -1 ~8 -2 +2 +2

Mountain......... +5 -6 +? +28 0

Pacifie......... Neerermasaseteesartesetan tesesmrsccanerennrans tesseraseseseinsnsinaans ~9 -25 +5 +3 -1

Tobacco distributors.s.isscives.. R besssenaumnasertnanane .. +7 =4 +8 +3 -3

Hew England...oc.ses. +21 -1 +15 (X) {X}

Middle Atlentic.... 42 -6 +5 (x) (X

East North Central. +1 -7 +1 (%) (X)

West North Central...... +23 -2 +16 +18 ~1

South Atlantic....... +1 0 +4 -15 -5

Fast South Central. +6 -6 +3 =7 -2

Weat South Central. +18 -4 +9 +9 -3

Mountain +13 4] +22 +18 +3
Pacific. +6 -1 +22 +31 ~12 -

Dry goods, epparel wholesalers......... eersenen rrnesecaanen rereneaens saeeemres A -1 8 -1 +1

New England.ccoeseeveees [#3) h [¢3] [63] (X)

Middle Atlantie.... +2 -5 +8 (%) (%)

East North Centrel. +16 +20 +12 () +

South Atlantic. +21 (%) +20 +19 -7

Pacific.s.cecssons (X) + (x) (x) (x)

West South Central...eeveeeenrsonses e benaramassaceneaarer s inanateetai aas Crmenes +15 +10 +14 ~13 {(X)

X Withheld due to extreme variability of reported data or a high nonresponse rate.

Inventary trends for "Merchant Wholesalers, Total® for the United States and by geographic division, exelude "Farm products (raw materials) merchants.”



DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA

1.  Scope of Survey R

Wholesalers are defined in the Standard Industrial Classi-
fication Manual issued by the Bureau of the Budget, Executive
Office of the President, as "Establishments ar Places of busi-
ness primarily engaged in selling merchandise to retailers;
to industrial, commercial, institutional, or professional
users; or to other wholesalers; or acting as agents in buylng
merchandise for or selling merchandise to such- persons or
companies. The principal types of establishments included
aret (1) merchant wholesalers--wholesalers who take title to
the goods theéy sell such as wholesale merchants or Jjotbers,
industrial distributors, volunmtary group wholesalers, expori-
ers, importers, cash-and-carry wholesalers, drop shippers,
wagon distributors, retailer cooperative warehouses, terminal
elevators, and cooperative buying associations; (2) sales
branches and sales offices (but not retail stores) maintained
by manufacturing a mining enterprises apart from their plants
or mines for the purpose of marketing their products; (3)
agents, merchandise or commodity brokers, and commission
merchants; (4) petroleum bulk stations; and (5) assenblers,
buyers, and associations engaged in the cooperative marketing
of farm products.

This survey is limlited to merchant wholesalers, which con-
stitute the major portion of the broad field of wholesale
trade, and excludes the other types of wholesale trade such
as mgnufacturers sales branches and sales offiees, petrolewm
bulk stations, agents and brokers and assemblers of farm
products. All kinds of business in which merchant wholegdlers
operate are represented in this survey. A deseription of each
kind-of-business classification shown in this report is in-
cluded on pages 14 through 16.

Firms which, in addition +to merchant wholesale esgtablish-
ments, operate other types of establishments, (e.g., retail,
manufacturing, ete.) report in this survey only for their
merchant wholesale establishments.

2. Sample Design

Firms reporting In the survey are part of a probability
sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi-
ness. The revised sample imtroduced in February 1961 includes
over 17,000 firms drawn from two sources: (1) 1958 Census of
Business 1ligts representing all wholesmlers (with paid em~
ployees) in business in 1958 and (2) Bureau of Old Age and
Survivors Insurance (BOASI) lists of wholesalers (with paid
employees) entering business (or requesting new Employer
Identification Numbers) since 1958. The sample is supplemented
four times a year for new firms on the BOASI l1ists.

The reporting panel includes a fixed panel of about 1,000
very large firms reporting monthly and four rotating panels

each containing about 4,000 smaller firms which report every .

fourth month. In any given month, the total reporting panel
includes about 5,000 firms. :

The sample of 5,000 firms in any one month is the maximm
that ean be canvassed within budgetary limitations. This size
sample provides the basisfor reliable national estimates, and
a8 a by-product, geographic division estimates for a mmber
of kinds of business. The number of firms selected for each
kind of business varies from 50 to 650 firms depending upon
the total number of firmsin the trade, and their distribution
by sales size. In those kinds of business for which percent-
age changes are shown by geographic division, the sample
chosen for the national estimates was increased somewhat to
provide wider vrepresentation by geographic division. For
other trades, however, data are not shown separately for some
or all geographic divisions because it would have required a
considerable increase in the sample size to provide reliable
results.

The revised sample is similar in design +to the previous
sample which was gselected from 1954 Census of Business.lists
supplemented by BOASI records of business birthg. While the
number of firms reporting monthly in the new sample is slightly
smaller than the old sample, improved procedures in the hand-
ling of business births are expected to improve the reli-~
ability of the estimates.

3. Previously Published Data

Data developed from the new sample may not be comparable
with data previously published in this series. This is partly
due to changes in coverage between Censuses. In this comnec-
tion ready-mixed concrete distributors, which in1954 reported
sales of $998 million--27% of the construction materials dis—
tributors total and 1% of total merchant wholesalers sales——

were included in manufacturing in the 1958 Census. Hawaii and
Alagka, includeéd in the revyised . sample, were not included in
the old semple. These States reported sales of $399 million
in 1958, about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales.

The differences between results of old and new samples are
also attributable, in part, to sampling error in the monthly
estimates (see item 7), and, in part, to changes in the kind-
of-business classification of individual firms from one Census
year to another. There is also evidence that some business
births (i.e., those which were not assigneda kind-of-business
code immediately upon receipt by BOASI) were missedin the old
sample. A study of the reasons for differences between the
results of the old sample and the 1958 Census is underway.
Thig should throw considerable light on the reasons for dif-
ferences in the results from the old and new samples.

To provide comparative data for the new series » each month
during 1961, estimates for the comparable month of 1960 vere
derived from the new sample.

During January 1961, data were obtained from both the old
and new samples. Jamuary 1961 estimates from both the old
and new sample are included din Tables 6-7 as an approximate
measure of the difference in level between the two series.
However, the difference shown during this one month are not
necessarily the differences that would occur in all months.

4. Currently Published Data

Sales.--This report indludes monthly dollar volume estimates
of sales by kind of business for the United States as a whole
(table 1). Sales trends, based on the table 1 doliar volume
estimates, are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business
carried in table 1. For certain additional kinds of business y
trend figures are derived from dollar volume estimates which
are not published in table 1 because these dollar volume esti-
mates are subject to high sampling variability or other causes
affecting reliability of the estimates but where the measure-
ments of trend are considered to have acceptable reliability.

Sales trends by geographic division are also shown for
selected kinds of business (table 5). These -trend figures—-
based on the weighted sales of identical firms prior to
July 196l--are now derived from dollar volume estimates.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipts from repairs
or other services to customers, after deducting returns and
allowances, and discounts. Sales of merchandise for others
on a commission basis are also included. ILocal and State
sales ‘taxes, and Federal excise taxes are included.

Inventories.--This report includes monthly dollar volume
estimates of inventories for selected kinds of business for
the United States. Inventory trends basedon table 2 estimates
are provided in table 4 for the kinds of businese covered in
table 2. For certain additional kinds of business, trend fig-
ures are derived from dollar volume estimates which are noi
published in table 2 because these dollar volume estimates are
subject tohigh sampling variability or other causes affecting
reliability of the estimates, but where the measurements of
trend are considered to have acceptable reliability. Inventory
trends by geographic divisionare also shown for selected kinds
of business (table 5).

Farm products (raw materials) merchants carry substantial
inventories vhich are frequently subject to sharp fluctuations.
Their inventory data appear tobe subject to a very large bias
due, in part, to the lack of adequate monthly records on the
dollar value of inventories. For this Teason, separate inven-
tory data are not published for this ‘trade. Also » because
inventory movements for this trade can dominate the total for
all merchant wholesalers and thus conceal significant movements
of other wholesalers, data for this trade are excluded from
the total.

Tnventories represent stocks, at cost, of merchandise on
hand for sale at the end of the month. These do not ineclude
goods held on a consigoment basis, nor do they inelude such
items as fixtures, equipment and supplies not held for sale.

Stock-sales ratios.--These are presented in table 3 for
selected kinds of business. The stock-sales ratios are per-

‘centages derived by dividing the dollar volume of inventories,

at cost, by the dollar volume of sales. No adjustment is made
in these ratios for the mark-up in sales which varies from
trade fo trade.

5. Unpublished Data

Selected additional data, such as dollar-volume sales and
inventories for some kinds of business not separately shown




Teble 6. COMPARISON OF SALES ESTIMATES FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961

o
-

Seles Sales
Kind of business 014 I Yew Kind of business oud - New
sample | sample sample | sample .
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOFAL.......0uecueoncusnersonennaeneanna| 9,817 ] 10,295 NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL....«vernsineneincsnnsensenennans] 6,044 6,274
TOTAL (excluding farm products, rew materialsh........| 8799] 9,357
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials)......| 5,026 5,336
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL....... . 3,73 4,02‘-!-
Motor vehicles, sutomotive equipment, total...... 475 600 2,169 2,253
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes..... 409 428 838 LTS
. 580 697
Electrical goods, total.....c...vnns rereesiaraairaeiearenns 602 ' 628 Confectionery.....oouus 58 63
Electrical supplies, apparatus.... eseenrenans P 284 263 Meats, meat products... 336 345
Electrical sppliances, TV, radio sets, elecironic parts, Poultry, poultry products 150 116
equiPment.. s e seiisrasernaennas 318 365 Fresh fruite, vegetebles........ 228 238
PFurniture, home furnishings, total..... Ceeatrsreracerrrassseenn 169 203
Furniture-household, office.......... . 56 60 469 469
Home furmishings, floor coverings.......... terrsseranaennan . 113 143 15: 12?;
Hardvere, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, totall,....... 404 428 2
HADAWATE: 4 0 cosrrosrranssoscassnssoceractrssovssnssrossssssse 156 166
Plumbing end heating equipment, supplies serannn 203 212 383 440
- |iDrugs, chemicels, ellied products, totale....cvcvrverornncranes
Lunber, construction materials, total..... 460 46 Dmés, drug prapz-ietaries, drug’gists' sundries......ens 245 276
Lumber, millwork.. . 261 290 g
Construeti erd 2199 135 Paints, varnighef....ciesesencvvsansorcnnsonnns . 24 21
struction mate: T P Other chemdcals, allied p 139 iz3
Machinery, equipment, supplies, totEle...cicriviceeereccivinenene 991 1,020 {|Tobacco, tobaceo ProdUCES..cuiseavcsssvesecssrosescnnarnocnssnns 304 |31'7'
Construction machinery, equipment....... . N 138
Industrial machinery, equipment supplies . 44 3481 _
Professional equipment, supplies...... v . 109 120, |Dry goods, apparel, total...cvserisecscinenreseonainsenes 459 4437
Service-estsblishment equipment, supplies....... . 3139 96 Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear. 155 189
N Dry goods, NOLIONB...cevseccasuesnsrmonat 4193 184
Metals, metalwork (except serap), total......ccoe.o.. 382 418 . .
Iron, steel, and products.. . 272 295 " 5 323
Nonfersous Betals......... 1.1 L LI S mo| am PR e Rt S W W 20
Screp, waste materials, $0t8l.civeesecnacsroncnnnnis 232 237 .
Iron, steel BEraP...vvoesss von 120 127 75 T2
Waste materialu. . .iuiiveiriiecieiiitiinaiiranansn 12 110 133 147
See footnotes below.
Table 7. COMPARISON OF INVENTORY ESTIMATES AND smcxm RATIOS FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1561
Inventories Stock-sales ratios
Kind of business 014 New o1d Hew
sample sample sample sample
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials).....cscsceseesesss 11,811 12.,558 134 134 -
Selected Kinds of Business
Mstor vehicles, sutomotive equipment, totel...evivnsessersoasosioesnns 1,019 1,185 215 198
Automotive equipment, tATEB, HTUDEB....ovivroreasrncrrsonssonnensacanas 898 89 220 209
Electrical goods, total......eeeses 1,048 1,138 174 181
Electrical supplies, apparatus... Ceistseanseasavenns vesae 463 444 163 16
Electirical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, equIDMEnt.......vrrevseecisveocsonsescnnsanss] 585 694 184 190
Bardware, plumbing, heating eduipment, supplies, $0BA1 ... cuuisinacrrnsioiratranctsnctrnstrenntianen 936 1,028 232 240
BErWBTe, s s veteaaratnanennacnsvernonrannnen esresveenian ,e 402 423 258 255
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies... Cesresasinieas 445 503 29 237
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total.......... 2,044 25 031 206 199
Industrial machinery, equipment supplies..... 829 812 185 3169
Metals, metalwork (except serep), $0E8L.u.e.evecensrsennenernsrnens 778 871 204 208
Iron, gteel and products GiStribuLors..s..uccecveerrnneenscarsanes 646 74L 238 251
‘Grogeries and related products, total. R, 1,315 1, 394— 60 62
General-line groceries....... 703 635 8 8
Beer, wine, distilled alocholic beverages,totale....uveeeeeeeeeenn. 635 &0 135 136
Wine, distilled spirdte.....vveiieeiacnrnraneens 525 510 184 186
Drugs, chemicals, allied Products, BOEEL..u..veaerecneesnoesesesossecesnnns 534 587 139 33
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggiste' sundriesS......iviescecvecicrocnenns 384 400 157 145
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, £0t81..ieessconeresvsnns 5326 369 394 114
Paper..ccciensvarness . 269 295 89 109

1 mptr conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment supplies," was ineluded in "Machinery equipment supplies" group in ;bhe old sample, but now is included in

"Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment supplies" group. Doller volume estimates are not
sample data for the latter group.

published separately for this trade, but are included in the old and new

2 Ready mixed concrete distributors, which in 1954 represented 27 percent of the comstruetion material total and about 1 percent of total merchant wholesale salege-

are exeluded from the revised sample because they were classified in manufacturing in the 1958 Census.

“Welding supplies,® included in "Service establishment equipment supplies” in the old sample is now ineluded in "Industrial machinery,

“Apparel and accessories.”

paper" included in “Stationery, office supplies™ and the “Paper, paper products group” in the old semple, is now included in
Deteil may not add to totals due to rounding.
are ineluded in the new eample but were not included in the old sample.

s "Hosiery and lingerie” included in "Dry goods, notions" in the old sample, is now inecluded in
Wall

Note: Totals include data from some kinds of business not shown separately.
about 0.3% of the total merchant wholegale sales in 1958,

equipment.™

. "Other nondurable goods" group.
Mlaska and Hawaii which represented
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES ; AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA--Continued

in this report, are produced as a by-product of the regularly
published statistics. These additional data have not been
included in this publication basically because their sampling
variability is so high relative to the changes from month-to-
month, or between other periods ; that might be anticipated
actually to occur, as to make them potentially misleading.
. The Bureau of the Census on request, will release such figures
for individual use, though not for publication.

I$ should be noted that in somé cases figures for an indi-
vidual kind of business can be derived from the Monthly Whole-
sale Trade Report itself by subtracting figures for certain
published kinds of business from their respective kind-of-
business group totals. However, in these cases, the figures
obtained by such subtraction would be subject to the high sam-
pling variability described above for unpublished kinds of
business and their use would be subject to the seme hazmards,

6. Estimating Procedure

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight
vhich reflects its probability of selectlon in the sample.
Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight
of one (1). Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depend-
Ing upon size, with smaller firms having a lower probability
of selection and thus a larger weight.

For most firms reporting, data are available for each of
three months (current, previous, and year ago). New firms
reporting provide data for at least two months (current and
previous). Sales and inventory figures reported for each firm
are multiplied by its weight (the reciprocal of its probability

of selection) and the results summarized to obtain the dollar .

volume estimates, percentage changes and stock-sales ratios
shown in this report.

The preliminary "composite" estimate isa weighted average of
two estimates: (a) the current month unbiased estimate (weight
.3) and (b) a ratio estimate (weight .7) obtained by multi-
plying the above previous month composite estimate by the
current to previous month ratio obtained from the current
month reports.

The final "composite" estimate (available a month later) is
a welghted average of two estimates: (a) the preliminary
"composite" estimate (weight .72) and (b) the unbiased esti-
mate (weight .28) for the same month as obtained from the next
month's reporting panel. The "composite" estimates provide a
measure of the dollar volume of sales and inveniories consid-
erably more reliable then the unbiased estimstes and the final
"composite" estimate is alsc generally more relisble than the
preliminary "composite" estimate.

7. Reliability of the Data

Estimates based on a sample are subject to sampling varia-
bility end thus are not expected to be in exact agreement with
a complete census taken with the same epumeration procedures.
For all {rades combined, the sampling variabilityof the dollar
level of the "composite" sales estimates for any individual
month, was about 0.8 percent at the one sligma level. That is
to say, the chances are about two out of three that the esti-
mated sales shown would be within 0.8 percent of the results
of a complete enumeration. The median sampling error of the
inventory estimates for all trades combined (excluding farm
products) was 0.7 percent.

Sampling errors have been computed by kind of business for
the monthly estimates of sales and inventories and for the
ratios of current month to previous month sales and inventories
for selected months during 1961. Table & presents the range
of the sampling errors and their medians; however, the samp-
ling errors for individual months are available upon request.
The sampling errors shown for the monthly dollar estimates
are based on the final "composite" estimates ; while the samp-
‘ling errors of the month-to-month ratios are based on the
preliminary "composite" estimate of the .current month and the
final "composite" estimate of the previous month. The samp-
ling error of the preliminary "composite" estimates are mot
shown, but would generally be slightly higher than those shown
for the final "composite" estimate. The sampling error of
month-to-month ratios based on the final estimates would be
somewhat higher than that shown in table 8.

Sempling errors of the ratio of current month to year-ago
sales and inventories have not been computed for 1961 but are
being computed beginning with January 1962. Generally the
sampling error of the current month to a Yyear-ago ratio will
be higher than the sampling error of the current to previous
month ratio and will epproximate the sampling error shown for
the monthly dollar estimates. Table 8 shows the current month
to year-ago sampling errors for January and February 1962.
These are somewhat higher than expected In future months be-
cause data in the first four months of 1961--when the revised
sample was being introduced--were subJect to greater vari-
abllity than in later months.

Sampling errors of the sales and inventory trends by geo-

graphic division are also being computed but have mnot yet
been evaluated.

Sampling errors are themselves subject to sampling varia-
bility and thus should be regarded as giving a general rather
than exact ides of the variability due to sampling. They may
also vary as a result of seasonal or cyelical fluetuations.
Differences may also exist to the extent that the wariances of
the new sample differ from the variances of the old sample.

These measures of sampling variability do not include biases
that may arise from nonsampling errors, such as the failure
of respondents to submit correct figures or to submit reports
in time for tabulation. In preparing the dollar volume esti-
mates, an estimate is included for those firms that fail to
respond. To the extent that the estimates for thege firms may
differ from the actusl figures » nonresponse affects, the re-
liability of the dollar volume estimate. As a result, dollar
volume estimates are not published separately in some trades
where the nonrésponse rate was considered too high to provide
reliable level estimates. A% the national level, approxi-
mately 12 percent of the total sales and 30 percent of total
inventories are imputed for nonresponse. In some geographic
divisions, the nonresponse may be higher. Bilases may also
arise due to the use of estimates by respondents. This prob-
ably occurs more often in the case of inventorles than for
sales, reflecting the fact that inventory records ere not kept
by all businesses on a monthly basis to the seme extent as
for sales.

For kinds of business where estimates appear 1o be subject
to high sampling variability, or to considerable bias , doller
volume figures are not published. However, as the effect of
such variability or bias is less serious for sShort range com-
parisons’ than for long range ones, trend figures based on the
unpublished dollar volume estimates are provided where such
trend figures are within acceptable standards of reliability.

8. Use of Sampling Errors

The use of sampling errors shown in table 8 is illustrated
by the following computation: Multiply the median sampling
error by the estimate (whether it is a dollar volume estimate
or a ratio). Add and subtract the resulting product from the
published estimate. The resulting range of the estimate is
expected to include the "expected value" (that is, the value
which could be obtained from a complete enumeration) about
two out of +three times. Doubling the median sempling error
and repeating the above process will give a range which will
include the "expected value" about 19 out of 20 times.

To illustrate the computation of these ranges for monthly
dollar volume estimates, consider the sales estimete made for
all durable goods in May 1961. The published estimete is
$4,915 million while the median sampling error shown in this
report is 1.0 percent (or .0Q1). Multiplying $4,915 million
by .01; we obtain $49 million. Thus, the chances are two out
of three that the "expected value" of the estimate is between
$4,866 and $4,964 million. Doubling the given median sampling
error gives us the limits, $4,817 to $5,013 million, which
will contain the "expeeted value" 19 out of 20 times.

As an example of the use of these median sampling error data
with ratios, consider the ratio of change from April 1961 to
May 1961 for all durable goods. This ratio of change, obtained
by dividing $4,915 million by $4,494 million, is 1.094 (it
can also be expressed as a 9% increase). The median sampling
error of this ratio is 0.6 percent (.006). Multiplying 1.094
by .006 we obtain .007 as the standard error of the ratio.
There is a probability of two out of three that the "expected
ratio" is contained in the range 1.087 to 1.101 (that is, that
the April to May change was between a 9% and 10% increase),
vhile there is a probability of 19 out .of 20 that the "expec-
ted ratio" is contained in the range 1.080 to 1.108.




Table 8. SAMPLING VARIABILITY--ESTIMATES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS
Sales Inventories
Sampling error Sampling error Sampling error Sampling error
e iy e o o e,
- o: es 8 -
Kind of ‘business dollar estimates current month to
Prévious month Year ago Previous mounth Year ago
Range Median 7 Range Medien 7 Feb
an. Feb, an. ‘eb.
Range | Meatan | 352 | JSB- Fange | Medlan | y56; | 1962
-
. 0.9 - - - - - =
MERCHANT WHOLESALFRS, TOTAL...... ...| 0.7-0.9 0.8 | 0.4-0.7 0.6 1.1 ‘
TOTAL in oducts, raw . 9
mater:ilsudgfmprms'ra 0.6-0.6 | 0.7 |o0307| 05 | 09| 1.0 {o608]| o7 |o1o0.8 02 | 11| o
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL:vsvvcavasansannes eeen| 0.7-1.2 1.0 0.5-0.9 0.6 1.7 1.7 - - 0.2-0.5 0.3 1.1 1.7
o
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total... 2-3 3 1-3 2 g 5 24 3 g-g:g -g :Ol-g 2 i
Autemobiles, other motor vehicleS.seeaceanss 46 5 3-6 4 Z 3:4 ; 0.3_1 .0 : :7 4 4
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes........ . 34 3 1-3 1 5 - ! ! 0- : 1- " o5 3 2
= NA 2 Al . .
Eleetrical goods, t0f8l.eecvavacsenscnas PR 2-4 3 1-2 1 oz
Electrical supplies, apparatuS....c.ceeceesen 2~3 2 12 1 NA N 2-3 3 0.4-0.8 4 2
Electrical appliances, IV, radio sets, » _5.9 0.8
electronic PATHS.cevcvsssatcessasaacanrnony 3—7 3 1-3 2 6 4 33 3 0.5-5 3 3
Furniture, hame furnishings, $0baleesecereasas 3-4 3 1-3 2 3 5 - = g.g-i é Z{g g g
Furniture-household, OffiCe..ssssessniesanen 3-6 5 2-5 4 4 3 - - S .6-2 -7 . 12 2 :
Home furnishings, floor coverings.........a. 3-5 4 24 2 5 6 - - 62, .
Hardware plumbing-heating equipment, .
supplies, total..... 2-3 2 i2 1 3 3 2-3 2 | 0306 0.5 3 2

Hardware..ocoeensevnnse veserersaans 34 3 1-3 2 4 4 2-3 2 0.5-1.4 0.6 4 2

Plumbing and bheating equiiment, supplies.... 3l 3 1-3 2 4 4 bty 4 0.3-1.0 0.7 4 3

Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment

supplies.......'. ....... crasbencanns ’ - - 2-9 6 11 8 - - 0.8-1.7 1.1 6 6
Lumber, construetion materials, total. 2-3 3 1-3 2 6 3 - - 0.6-3 .C6) i.g § g
Lumber, millworK.esessossosassnnnn 3-5 4 14 2 7 3 - - O.Zﬁ- 0-9 1I g

Construction material...oesresnns 34 4 24 3 9 [ - - 0.7-6.5 o 2

Machinery, equipment, supplies, total...c.c.en 2-3 2 1-2 2 NA 4 1-2 2 0.3-1.1 0.6 3 2
B - .

Cpion. arial machinery, o pm.nf'. 24 3 A o om | om - - WA mo| o | m
Commercial machines, equipmen .. - - 3-7 5 o 8 - - 3-2'2% é-g g 6
Construction machinery, eguipment......... 5-8 7 2-6 5 NA 6 - - .6-1 .9 0.8 3
Industrial machinery, eguipment, supplies. 3-5 3 2-4 3 KA 8 2-4 3 0. -;:.1 0.7 7 5

Professional equiypment, supplieS...c.sssesss 3-5 4 2-3 3 5 4 - - 0.4-1. 0'8 5 4
Surgical, medical, hospital supplies...... - - 3-5 4 9 5 - - 0.6-1.6 3 B 7 4

Service establishment equipment, supplies... 47 6 2-4 3 5 3 - - 0.5-3.3 2 5 5

Metals, metalwork (except serap), total....... 3-4 3 1-4 2 6 3 2-5 4 0.4-3.3 0.5 4 3
Tron, steel and Producta....... 4-5 5 2-5 3 8 4 2-5 4 | ou-ad 0.6 4 3
Nonferrous metals......... 24 3 24 2 4 5 - - 0.5-1.3 0.9 5 4

& te materials, t0tal.scccavennnnsonns 34 4 2-5 3 4 3 - - 0.7-3.8 1.3 6 4

Tron, Steel BOTED s vsenerrs 46 5 2-6 4 8 4 - - | o=k 19 7 7

Waste materials....... tassesacacaenaanas vren 5-8 6 2-5 3 8 5 - - 0.8-3.6 1.5 8 5

JeWelrY e ereassansosnnan veserarraai sesasseanan - - 2-6 4 7 7 - - 0.4-1.9 1.1 5 4

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.....coverenooreses] 0.9-1:4 1.1 0.5-0.9 0.7 1.4 0.9 - - - - - -
—
TOTAL (excluding faym products, raw ' !
materials)...uinreee. crresnanes vevsesss| 0.8-1.1 0.9 0,5-0.7 0.5 1.0 0.8 - - 0.2-0,5 0.4 1.7 1.3

Groceries and related products, todal......... 2~2 2 1-2 1 3 2 2-4 3 0.4-1.5 0.7 3 1

General-line grocerieS.....eecseo. . 2-3 3 11 1 3 2 2-3 3 0.4-1.2 0.6 3 2
Voluntary groupS..e.... - - 1-1 1 4 3 - - 0.5+1.3 0.7 4 4
Retailer-cooperatives - - 1-2 1 4 3 - - 1.0-1.2 1.0 7 3
Nonaffiliated...oeu.. P - - 12 2 5 3 - - 1.1-1.3 1.2 3 3

34 3 1-3 2 ,4 3 - - 0.6-2.2 1.0 6 5
4=5 4 1-3 2 8 7 - - 0.6-1.9 1.3 7 NA

Meat, meat products 5-10 5 14 2 3 4 - - 1.8-18.0 4.5 10 3

Poultry, poultry products 46 5 1-6 2 6 5 - - 1.74.9 2.7 11 9

Fresh f‘ruit, vegetable..sieaan reretnesensena 3-8 4 2-6 2 9 6 - - 1.04.6 2.2 12 9

3-4 3 1-2 1 4 4 5-7 6 0.8-1.8 1.1 7 [
- 2-5 3 1-2 1 4 2 - - 1.4-3.3 2.2 4 5

Wine, dlstilled spirlts - teevearssasenn 46 5 1-2 2 5 5 7-8 7 0.9-2.3 1.3 8 6

Drugs, chemiecals, allied products, total...... 2-3 2 1-2 1 2 2 2-3 2 04-1.0 0.5 2 1

Drugs, drug proprieteries, druggists?’

SUNATIeS r vrrunerinan reeresennrnaas . 34 3 1-3 1 3 3 2-3 2 0.3-0.9 0.5 3 2
General-line drugs - - 1-1 - 2 1 - - 0.1-0.4 0.3 2 2
Paints, vernishes... 3-8 4 1-3 2 8 5 - - 0.5<1.9 0.8 3 3
Other chemicals, allied products 3-6 4 2-3 2 6 10 - 0.5-3.8 1.1 b NA
Tobaceo, tobaceo productSe........ 2-4 3 1-1 1 3 2 - - 0.6-2.7 0.8 4 3
Dry goods, apparel, t0tal.ceceeeeenervonsnns 2-3 2 1-3 2 3 2 - - 0.4-1.4 0.8 4 3

Apparel and accessories, hosiery, 1:i_ngerie

TOOtHeAT  civninsiniranan .- 3-6 4 2-5 4 7 5 - - 1.0-2.2 1.3 7 7

Dry goods, notions......... .e 4-5 4 24 3 5 5 - - 0.5-1.9 0.9 7 4

Piece goods cONVErterS..veserecnresens - - 1-3 2 5 4 - - 0.3-1.3 0.7 - -

Paper, paper products (excluding wallpaper) )

total....... ose . 2-3 3 13 2 3 4 3-5 4 0.4-2.8 0.6 4 3

Paper...... . 2-3 3 1-2 2 4 3 3-4 4 0.6-1.3 0.7 2 3

Statlonery, office supplies....... - - 4-16 7 - - - - = - - -

Farm products (raw mater:l.als) , total..,. - - 2-5 3 NA 5 - - - - - -

Cotbon.svasenineireeracsrosennnann - - 3-16 ] NA 9 - - - - - -

Grain...vivaeana., - - 2-5 3 N 4 - - - - - -

Other farm products ...... - - 4~9 - 7 - - - - - - - -

Other nondurable goods, H0talee.sesesensrasenos - - 1.3 2 4 4 ~- - 0.4-1.6 1.0 6 4

Amusement, sporting goods... 3-6 4 2-7 4 5 5 - - 0.8-2.2 1.2 4 4

Books, magazines, newspapers 34 3 14 2 3 3 - = 0.2-2.0 0.8 8 5

[ veae 2-6 3 1~3 2 4 4 - 0.9-4.2 1.7 12 11

Farm supplies...ieeeeesanenasn veevasns e =11 5 2-9 3 7 7 - - 1.1-5.4 2,1 10 8

Note: The sampling error of the monthly sales and inventory estimates (final estimates) and of ‘the trend

previous month) are based on 10 measurements from March through Deecember 1961,

NA Not ‘available.

ratios (preliminary current month to final
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'DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSINESS

A1l kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers operate
are represented in this survey. The kinds of business shown
in this report parallel broad classifications shown in the
1957 edition of the Standard Industrial Classification (S1¢C)
Mamual and used in the 1958 Census of Business. Each sstab-
lishment in this survey has been asgigned a kind-of-business
classification based upon its trade designation and an ana-
lysis of its sales by commodity lines as reported to the
Bureau of the Census. A description of each kind-of-business
classification in this report is given below.

DURABLE GOODS

Motor Vehicles, Automotive Equipment

(siC 501)

Automobiles, other motor vehicles (SIC 5012).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of new
and used passenger automobiles and other motor vehicles.
Dealers primarily engaged in selling road-type commercial
trueks, truck-tractors, truck-trailers, buses, semitrailers 5
and related vehicles are included. Automotive establishments
primarily engaged in selling at retail to individual con-
sumers for personal use, and also selling a limited amount
of new and used passenger automobiles end trucks at whole-
sale, are classified in retall trade.

Automotive equipment, tires and fubes (SIC 5013 plus 5014)—
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
"bution of mnew and used automotive parts” end accessories;
fi1ling station and garage service equipment (SIC 5013);
also establishments primarily engaged in thewholesale distri-
bution of rubber tires and tubes . for passenger and commercial
vehicles (SIC 5014). ’

Electrical Goods
(SIC.506)

Flectrical supplies, apparatus (SIC 5062 plus 5063).-—
Establishments primarily engaged in the widlesale distribution
of electrical wiring supplies and construction materials;
electrical apparatus ard equipment. Where such establishments
are also engaged in the wholesale distribution of major elec-
trical appliances such a8 radio sets, television sets ; T~
frigerators, and freezers, they are classified as general-
line electrical supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5062).
If not also engaged in disiribution of ma jor electrical
appliances, they are classified as specialty-line electrical
supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5063).

Eléctrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts,

all other- types of hard and soft surface floor coverings;
and all other general home furnishings and homewares.

Hardware; Plumbing and Heating Equipment, Supplies
C 507)

Hardware (SIC 5072‘).--Eétablishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of hardware; establishments pri-
marily selling automotive hardware are classified inSIC 501.

" Plumbing and heating equipment, suppiies (Si 5074} . —-Fs~
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of plumbing and heating equipment end supplies to be install-
ed in residential end commercial buildings.

Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment, supplies
5077).--Establishments primarily engaged 1in %he wholesale
distribution of air conditioning, refrigeration, and venti-
lating equipment and supplies, except self-contained air-
conditioning units-~SIC Code 506. ¢

(81C

Lumber, Construction Materials

_(Part of SIC 509)

Lumber, millwork (part of SIC 5098).--Establishments pri-
marily engagedin the wholegale distribution of rough, dressed
and finished lumber; plywood; door and window frames (wooden
or metal), and all other varieties of wooden and metal mill-
work.

Construction materials (part of SIC 5098).-Establishments
primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of such building
materials as brick, building stone, cement, granite, gravel,
lime, marble, plaster, window glass, roofing materlals , and
sand; ready-mix concrete distributors are not included in
this group but are classified as manufacturers (SIC 3273).

Machinery, Equipment, Supplies
SIC 508)

Commercial ,

(SIC 5082):

Commercial machines, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--Es-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of office, store, and business machines and equipment (ex-
cept furniture); commercial food-service equipment and sup-
plies; fountain and store fixtures and equipment; and tanks,
pumps, compressors, etc., for marketing petroleum products.

industrial _machinery, equipment, . supplies

Construction machinery, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--

equipment (SIC 5064 plus 5065).--Establishments primarily
engaged in the wholesale distribution of radio and tele-
vision , sets, self-contained air-conditioning units, .and
household electrical appliances. Gag clothes dryers and gas
household refrigerators are included here (SIC 5064). Also
establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of electronic parts and equipment, such as radio and tele-
vision receiving and transmitting, and industrial electromic
tubes; electronic intercommunication equipment; redio parts
and accessories; and electronic sound equipment (SIC 5065).

Furmiture, Home Furnishings

(Part of SIC 509)

Furniture--household, office (part of SIC 5097).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
household furniture, ineluding bedsprings, wmattresses and
all such component parts; office furniture » professional
furniture, public furniture (for public parks and buildings,
ete. ). :

Home furnishings, floor coverings (part of SIC 5097).--
Establishments primarily engaged inm the wholesale @istri-
bution of antiques, china, glassware s and earthenware; curtains
and draperies; table linens, towels; carpets, linoleum, and

Establishments primerily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of cremes, excavating machinery and equipment, pover
shovels; road construetion and maintensnce machinery, tractor
mounted equipment, and other construction machinery and
equipment.

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies (part of SIC
5082).--Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale
distribution of such “industrial machinery and parts as
metal-working tools; food products manufacturing machinery
and equipment; dairy products manufacturing machinery; oil
well machinery and supplies; industrial famns 3 industrial
tractors and trailers; and other industrial machinery, parts
and attachmenis. Also establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of abrasives and materials ; rope
and cordage; mechenical rubber goods ; ‘welding supplies;
mechenical power transmission equipment; industrial valves
and fittings; industrial leather; used drums, barrels, and
other metal containers which have been cleaned or reprocess-
ed; also other specilal or gemeral industrial supplies such
as industrial storage batteries, bort, industrial diamonds y
and miscellanecus mill supplies.

Professional equipment, supplies (SIC 5086) .~-Establish—
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
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mechanical devices and other equipment used by dentlsts,
physiecians, surgeons, veterinarians, optometrists, osteo~
paths, and other like professional groups.

Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses.--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in selling surgical and medical
instruments; doctors apparatus and equipment; orthopedie
appliances; artificial 1imbs; operating room and other
hospital -equipment, X-ray machines and accessories and

other secientific instruments used by. physicians and in~

hospitals.

Service-establishment eguipment, supplies (SIC 5087).--
Establishments primarlly engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of equipment and supplies for barber shops, beauty
parlors, power laundries, dry cleaning plants, janitors,
shoe Trepalirers, wupholsterers, undertakers, and related
service establishments.

Other machinery, equipment, supplies (SIC 5083 plus 5088)
(not_shown separately).--Establishments primarily engaged in
wholesale distribution of agricultural machinery and equip-
ment for use in the preparation end maintenance of the soil,
the planting and harvesting of crops, and other operations
and processes pertaining to work m the farm orin the garden;
‘and dairy farm machineryand equipment (SIC 5083); also estab-
1ishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution “of
transportation equipment, supplies (exqept motor vehieles),
ineluding air, marine, and railroad transportation equip-
ment and supplies (SIC 5088).

Metals, Metalwork (except scrap)
(Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel, and products (part of SIC 5091).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of iron
and steel products-~bars, rods, plates, sheet, wire, mneils,
spikes, shapes, pipe, tubing, containers, ‘ete.

Nonferrous metals (part of SIC 5091).--Establishments pri-
rarily engaged in wholesale distributionof nonferrous metals
(except precious metals)-~copper, brass, aluminum, etc.--and
miscellaneous nonmetallic minerals.

Scrap and Waste Materials
(Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel scrap (part of SIC 5093) .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in assembling; bresking up, soriting and whole-
sale distribution of all forms of scerap diron and steel.
This industry includes auto wreckers engsged in dismantling
automobiles for serap.’ Those dismantling wused cars for the
sale of parts are not included here.

Waste materlals (part of SIC 5093).-~-Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of nonferrous
serap (but not smelting, except for pot-melting of leed) a
wide varlety of scrap materlals or a partieular line of
sorap materials such as waste paperand waste paper products;
wiping ecloth, waste rags, +textile waste, linters; scrap
rubber; etc. :

Jewelry

(Part of SIC 509)

Jewelry {part of SIC 5099).-~Establishments priparily en-
gaged in wholesale distributionof jewelry ineluding precious
gtones and metals, costume Jjewelry, clocks, silverware, ete.

NONDURABLE GOODS

Groceries and Related Products
(SIC 504)

General-line groceries (SIC 5042).--Establishments engaged
in the wholesale distribution of a general line of groceries-~
canned foods, coffee, flour, sugar, tea, spices, ete.

Vol-

untary group wholesalers, retailer-cooperative warehouses,
and cash-and-carry depots are included, as well as nonaffil-
igted general-line grocery wholesalers.

Specialiy-line groceries (SIC 5043 plus 5046 plus 5049).——

.Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distrib-

ution of dairy products such as butter; cheese, 1ice cream
and ices, and fluid milk and cream (SIC 5043). Also esteb-
lishments pnimarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
(but. not packaging) of fresh, cured (but nmot cammed) fish
and seafoods (SIC 5046); and establishments engaged in the
distribution of groceries and related products not elsewhere
classified such as bakery products, breakfast cereals, canned
goods, green or roasted coffee, flour, fruit peel, packaged
frozen foods, cleomargarine, pickles, preserves, ,Jams, Jjellies,

sauces, splces, refined sugar, tem, and yeast (SIC 5049).

Establishments primerily engaged in roasting and shelling
ruts, in the wholesale - distribution of 'soft drinks, and in
bottlingand distributing natursl springand mineral watersare
algo classified in this industry. Establishments primarily
engaged in pasteurizing, bottlingend selling milk; preparation
of fresh or frozen packaged fish or other seafood; shucking
of oysters; or bottlingaml selling soft drinksare classified
as manufacturers, not here. Likewise, establishments pri-
marily engaged in roasting coffee, blending +tes, and in

) gripding ard packaging spices are classified es manufacturers.

Confectionery (SIC 5045)--Establishments primerily engaged
in -the wholesale distributionof confectionery, suchas candy,
chewing gum, salted nuts, popcorn, and fountain syrups.

Meat, meat products (SIC 5047).--Establishments primarily
engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh, cured, and
processed (but not canned) meats and lard.

Poultry, poultry products (SIC 5044).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of poultry and
poultry products. Establishments primarily engaged in kill-

ing, dressing, and selling poultry are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Fresh fruits, ‘fresh vegetables (SIC 5048) .--Establishments
primarily  engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh
fruits, vegetables, berries, etec.

Beer, Wine, Distilled Alcoholic Beverages
(Part of SIC 509)

Beer (part of SIC 5095).--Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distribution of beer, ale, porter, and other
fermented malt liquors.

Wines, distilled spirits (part of SIC 5095).~-Establish-
ments primarily engaged In wholesale distribution of dis-
til1led spirits, ineluding neutral spirits and ethyl alcochol
used in blending, wines, and distilled liquids.

Drugs, Chemicals, Allied Products
(SIC 502)

Drugs, -drug proprietaries, druggists! sundries (SIC 5022).
Establistments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribu~
tion of drugs, drug -proprietaries, druggists’ sundries, and
toiletries. For Bsurgical, medical, and hospital supply
houses see SIC Code 5086.

General-line drugs.--Establishments engaged in selling a
full 1ine of drugs, pharmaceuticals, proprietary medicines,
druggists' rubber goods, cosmetics, toiletries, drug sun-
dries, and related merchandise. Cooperatives and voluntary
group wholesalers handling a full line of drugs are also
included in +this classification. Liquor depariments of
drug wholesalers, however, are included with "wine, dis-
tilled spirits" (part of SIC 5095).
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Paints, varnishes (SIC 5028)--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in the wholesale distribution of paints and varnishes
in paste a powder form or ready for use. Glass and wallpaper
are frequently handled as important secondary lines.

Other chemicals, allied products (SIC 5029 ) .--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of in-
dustrial chemicals such ags acids, ammonia, industrial and
heavy chemicals, dyestuffs, industrial salts, insecticides,
naval stores, plastic materials, rosin, turpentine, and re-
lated products. Establishments primarily engaged in distrib-
uting ammunition and fireworks at wholesale are .classified
in SIC 5099.

Tobacco

{Part of SIC 509)

Tobacco, tobacto producte (SIC 5094) .—-Establishments pri-
marily engaged 1in wholesale distribution of manufactured
-tobacco products—-cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco. Mar~
keters of leaf tobacco are classified in SIC Industry 5051.

Dry Goods, Apparel
(SIC 503)

Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear (SIC
5035 plus 50392.—-Es-baplishments primarily engaged in the
wholesale distribution’ of apparel and accessories, hosiery,
lingerie (SIC 5035); and establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of footwear of leather, rubber,
and other materials {SIC 5039). Clothing = jobbers having

garments made on contract by others are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Dry goods, potions (part of SIC 5032) «~-Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of dry goods,
and notions. Establishments primarily engaged in selling
textile home furnishings {eurtains, draperies, domestics,
ete.) are included in "Home furnishings, fioor coverings,"
SIC 5097.

Piece goods converters (part of SIC 5032) .~~Establishments
primarily engaged in burchasing +textiles in the gray or un-
finighed form, having them dyed and/or finished by others,
usually on a contract basis, and selling %o the eutting-up
‘trade, garment makers, wholesalers, or retailers. Converters
operating bleaching, dyeing, and finishing plants are not
considered as merchant wholesalers.

Paper, Paper Products, Except Wallpaper
(Part of SIC 509)

Paper (part of SIC 5096) .~~Establishments engaged in whole-
sale distribution of fine and coarse paper and products, in-
cluding writing paper, envelope paper, groundwood, printing
and rotogravure paper, wrapping paper, paperboard, cello-
phane, and converted paper products such as bags, boxes,
dishes, napkins, shipping supplies.

Stationery, office supplies (part of SIC 5096) .~~Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
commereial stationery; office supplies including envelopes,
typewriter and mimeograph paper, file cards and folders, pens,
ealendars, ete,; soeial stationery, ineluding envelopes.

Form Products--Raw Materials
(SIC 505)

Cotton (part of SIC 505).--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of raw cotton and cotton
linters.

Grain {part of SIC 505).-~Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distributionof corn, wheat, oats, sorghum, soy-
beans, barley, and other grains. GCrain exporters and grain
elevators buying and selling grain are included here as well
as other grain merchants.

Other farm products (part of SIC 505) (not shown separately)

Establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of liyestock such as cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, lambs,
goats, and miscellaneous farm products such as leaf tobaceco;
hides, skins, and pelts; horses and miles; bristles; broom-
corn; “feathers; hops; hair; moss; unroasted peanuts, oil
kernels, oil nuts, raw silk; straw, vegetable fibers, etc.

Other Nondurable Goods
(Part of SIC 509)

Amusement, sporting goods (part of SIC 5099),--Establish-
ments primerily engaged in wholesale distribution of all
types of amusement and sporting goods and accessories--~bil-
lard and pool supplies; cameras and photographic equipment;
coin-~operated game machines 3 games, toys; ete.

Books, magazines, newspapers (part of SIC 5099).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
books, 1ithographed matter, magazines, newspapers, and all
other forms of reading material.

Coal (part of SIC 5091).-~Establishments primarily engaged
in the wholesale dilstribution of coal and coke, Included
are establishments which have products shipped direet from
mine to customer, and establishments operating yards and
dock space, and making deliveries therefrom at wholesale as
well as other coal merchants, :

Farm supplies (part of SIC 5099)--Establishments primarily
engaged in wholesale distribution of animal feeds, ferti-~
ligers, agricultural chemicals, seeds, and other farm sup-
plies.

Other produets (partof SIC 5099) (not shown separately) .-

Establistments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of:

Petroleum products (except bulk stations, terminals)
including ligquefied petroleum gases; petroleum products
such as gasoline, lubricants, fuel oil. This classification
differs from SIC Industry 5092 in +hat egtablishments in-
cluded here do not have storage capacity for bulk liguid
products.

Gifts, art goods, greeting cards including souvenirs,
novelties, and similar products.

Flowers, bulbs, plants including ocut flowers,
plants, and florists!'
stoek, ete.

potted
supplies; bulbs, plantings, nursery

Other miscellaneous products including advertising nov-
elties and specilalties; timber products suchas ties, logs,
cordwood, wooden barrels, crates » sawdust, and other forest
products except lumber; saddilery and other leather products
(except footwear, apparel, and belting); industrial yern;
misical instruments, musicians? supplies, records; textiles >
canvass products, felt, burlap (vags); basic food and
beverage materials as malt, hops, raw sugar, industrial
molasses; wallpaper; a general line of merchandise; and
specialty lines mot incliuded elsevhere such as cork, animal
and vegetable oils, crude rubber, ete.
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SALES

March 1962 salesdf merchant wholesalers, estimated
at $12.1 billion, were up 12 percent over February
sales and were also 2 percent over March salesa year
-ago. The increase over February sales was due mainly
to the greater numberof trading days in March. Cumu-
lative sales for +the first three months of 1962
totaled $34.3 billion, an increase of 6 percent over
sales in the comparable period of 1961.

Sales in +the durable goods trades, totaling $5.0
billion in Mareh, were up 15 percent over +the Feb~
ruary level and 7 percent above March 1961 sales.
Nondurable goods sales, at $7.0 billion, rose 11
percent over previous month sdles but were slightly
(1%) lower than sales a year ago. For the first
three months of 1962, the durable goods trades showed
an 11 percent gain over first quarter 1961 sales
while the nondurable goods trades indicated a 3 per-
cent: increase in the same period.

Increases over February sales were recorded by all
but two trades--iron, steel scrap dealers (-3%) and
cotton merchants (-8%). Among the trades indicating
the more substantial gains during the month were
paint and varnish wholesalers (30%), confecticnery
wholesalers (30%), andfarm supplies wholesalers (27%).
Compared with a year ago, sales trends were mixed.
Construction machinery distributors, with sales up
26 percent, and motor vehicle distributors, uwp 25
percent, accounted for +the prineipal inereases.
Cotton, merchants (down 21 percent) and poultry,
poultry products distributors (down 17 percent) ex~
perienced the sharpest declines.

All geographiec divisions showed sales gains over
the previous month, ranging from 9 percent in the
West South Centrel Divigion to 15 percent in +the
Pacific Division. Compared with year-ago sales, only
two divisions--the East South Central and +the West
South Central--reported declines. The South Atlantic
Division, with sales wup 8 percent, registered the
prineipal increase over year-ago sales. '

INVENTORIES
Inventories of merchant wholesalers, exeluding
farm products (raw materials) merchants, estimated

at $13.1 billion at the end of March, rose glightly
(1%) during the month and were 2 percent above stocks
on hand a year ago. Stocks in the durable goods
trades rose 2 percent during the month, while non-
durable goods stocks were virtually unchanged. Com-
Pared with a year ago, durable goods stocks were up
slightly (1%) while nondurable goods stocks inereased
3 percent.

While most trades continued to report relatively
small changes from their previous month inventory
levels, coal wholesalers (down 22 pereent) recorded

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS 1N SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS-
THREE MONTHS 1962 COMPARED WITH THREE MONTHS 1961

{Percontage changes)

! -5

ALL TRADES, TOTAL

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL
METALS, METALWORK
MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT
SCRAP, WASTE MATERIALS
ELECTRICAL GOODS
FURNITURE, FURNISHINGS
MOTOR VEHICLES, EQUIPMENT
JEWELRY
LUMBER, CONSTRUCTION
HARDWARE, PLUMBING

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL
GROCERIES, ilELATED PRODUCTS
PAPER AND FRODUCTS
TOBACCO
BEER, WINE, SPIRITS
DRUGS, CHEMICALS
DRY GOODS, APPAREL
FARM PRODUCTS (RAW MAT.}

COAL

FARM SUPPLIES

-5 0 -5 -1 215 +20

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

. sales ratio for Marech 1961.

the sharpest decline for the third consecutive month.
The largest gains over previous month stocks were
recorded by beer distributors and book, magazine,
newspaper distributors--each showing an inerease of
9 percent. The oprincipal increase over year-ago
stocks was recorded by surgical, medical, hospital
supplies distributors (up 27 percent); the sharpest
decline by coal wholesalers (down 36 percent).

The March 1962 stock-sales ratio for merchant
wholesalers was 117 percent, down 14 points from the
February 1962 ratio and 1 point below the stock-
The March 1962 stock-
sales ratioof durable goods wholesalers was 158 per-
cent (down 8 points from March of & year ago) com—
pared with the nondurable goods ratio of 83 percent
(up 2 points from March of a year ago).

CGENERAL

Data in this report are based on a probability
sample, representative of all merchant wholesalers
in the country. A description of the sample design,
the estimating procedure, and approximste measures

of the reliability of the data are included on pages
10 to 12.

lFor sale by the Bureau of the Census; Single copy—10¢, annual subscription-—$1.00
An advance release of March 1952 data was issued on May 1, 1962.




Table 1. ESTIMATED MONTHLY SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNTTED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: MARCH 1962

{Millions of dollars)

1962 1961 Jotal
Kind of business o8,
Jan. Feb.? | Mar.? | Mar. Apr. |' Mey June | July Aug. Sept. | Oct. Nov. Dec. . | 1962 { 1961
VMERGHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL....... | 11,44110,760 {12,086 |11,843/10,891 11,856 |11,963(11,052 |12,444)13,767 |12,717 12,652(11,916 | 34, 279 |32, 301
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw .
materials).cieiniiiiiinieirenrenons 10,438 9,843 11,152 |10,834]10,031 {10,967 11,185 (10,203 §11,390|10,835 11,466 11,345(10,791 31,1_._26 29,447
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..avvevnrceeerenaans | 4,601 4,406 | 5,049 | 4,739] 4,494 4,915 | 5,093) 4,593 | 5,181 4,929 | 5,272 | 5,059| 4,691 | 14,056 {12,680
Motor vehlcles, automotive equipment, total. 643 614 679 649 643 674 705 659 660 €38 712 674 623 | 1,936 1,816
Automobiles, other motor vehicles......... 209 221 245 196 188 197 200 197 166 i 217 2161 204 675 535
Automotive equipment, tires; tubes........ 434 392 434 453 455 & 504 462 495 459 495 458 419 | 1,261 1,281
Electrical good8, t0tal...ciesieiaiereeennns €99 674 Wit 705 629 €77 726 671 776 760 800 822 820 | 2,151] 1,950
Electrical supplies, apparatuS............ 290 285 316 297 285 314 314 299 340 a1 342 343 335 891 818
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets,
electronic parts, eguipment......e.e..... 409 389 462 408 344 363 412 372 436 449 458 479 486 | 1,260 1,131
Furniture, home furnishings, totel.......... 234 230 264 258 232 249 244 213 273 250 285 272 248 728 664
Furniture-household, office..sieesenssrons 63 64 70 68 67 72 K 62 80 69 e n 70 197 186
Home furnishings, floor coverings......... 17 166 194 180 166 177 167 150 193 180 206 200 178 531 478
Hardware, plumbing, beating equipment,
supplies, total...... .. S 459 454 507 514 494 544 591 527 598 567 600 549 467 | 1,420(.1,363
HOrdWBTe. s oo evnursossnassssosnsnnnann . 181 186 210 216 198 206 212 188 217 215 234 212 183 578 550
Plunbing and heating equipment, supplies.. 233 222 243 239 238 273 303 274 32 290 308 285 236 697 658
Lumber, construction materials, totel.. 458 440 523 527 531 614 625 569 640 585 622 571 452 1 1,421 1,353
Lumber, millworkK.....vaq. PN 316 300 354 360 364 415 418 364 406 380 404 372 302 970 923
Construction materials.... reeimsaneriseoen 143 140 168 i67 167 199 206 205 233 205 218 199 149 451 430
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total....... | 1,250| 1,182 | 1,364 | 1,228] 1,145 | 1,258 1,2704 1,148 | 1,310 1,252 | 1,286 | 1,249| 1,225 | 3,797| 3,262
Commerciel, industrisl, machinery equip- . )
ment, SUpplief......ieevenroienaan 911 854 943 824 kil 878 883 795 930 888 90L 897 890 | 2,748| 2,226
Construction machinery, equipment.. 151 154 191 152 172 207 186 167 192 191 175 170 155 495 424
Industriel machinery, equipment, )

SUPPlieB. .. .t iieiiriaeeniiiaraiaan 669 617 699 579 508 567 596 539 632 594 624 630 627 | 1,986 | 1,542
Professional equipment, supplieS.......... 141 131 142 135 122 13 139 136 152 153 147 142 137 44 a7
Service-establishment equipment, supplies. 106 99 119 110 102 a7 110 104 114 1@ 121 115 105 324 298

Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total..... 508 468 570 492 456 507 543 46) 527 502 531 519 493 11,5451 1,312
Iron, sieel, and ProductB....eeesssesacnas 359 331 406 351 321, 355 375 312 364 342 364 354 330 | 1,097 921
Nonferrous metalf....e.evtveiaessacaccaasn 148 137 164 141 135 152 1681 150 163 160 167 164 164 449 391,

Scrap, waste materials, total. rameae 286 277 285 288 292 37 317 285 305 289 328 296 257 848 760
Iron, steel secrap. »e . 170 165 160 165 185 201 198 183 188 180 208 182 155 494 425
Waste materiale..... Cagiecvessstaennaae 116 112 125 123 106 116 1se 101 117 109 120 114 102 353 335

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL....esseoeneevse | 6,840 6,355 | 7,037 | 7,104 6,397 | 6,941 | 6,870 6,459 | 7,263 | 6,838 | 7,446 | 7,593] 7,225 | 20,223 19,621
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw
DAteriBlE) . e siaaiensrareinaienenanns | 5,837 5,438 | 6,105 | 6,095] 5,537 6,052 | 6,092 5,610 | 6,209] 5,907 | 6,194 | 6,286 6,100 {17,371 16,767

Groceries and related products, total....... | 2,49512,25 | 2,552 | 2,420| 2,266 | 2,488 | 2,509 | 2,365 | 2,493| 2,356 | 2,432 | 2,485| 2,422 | 7,303 6,868
General-line grocerieS...oc.esecsnsas 876 816 883 829 779 835 857 801 865 838 864 880 839 | 2,575} 2,398
Specialty-line groceries. aee 759 662 T 754 699 753 743 T4 758 713 716 735 726 | 2,195} 2,123
Confectionery......... . 68 66 86 72 66 y28 T4 67 74 71 7 73 73 2201 207
Meats, meat products vesen 422 371 409 365 349 391 387 368 404 389 419 417 399 | 1,202 1,046
Poultry, poultry produc enee 112 102 107 128 111 1319 120 10 114 97 112 126 116 321 355
Fresh fruits, vegetableS......,cvvvvenunns 258 239 293 272 262 319 328 306 278 248 242 255 268 790 740

Beer, wine, distilled slcoholic beverages,

totalicrseinnieiinan. seeseans 529 | 535 628 639 567 653 675 601 676 635 661 748 811 | 1,69311,609
Beer.....ccivennvans . 203 201 234 244 225 275 307 294 309 267 247 241 241 638| 641
Wine, distilled spiritB.cessiceraroaransas 327 334 394 395 342 378 369 308 367 368 414 507 570 | 1,055 969

Druge, chemicals, allied products, total.... 472 418 476 464 436 474 468 419 483 473 491 487 438 | 1,367 (1,311

Druge, drug proprietaries, druggists?®

SUNArieB. . oencivinannaa, reereane 291 248 272 283 263 275 272 247 282 283 292 300 272 810 815
Paints, varnishesS....eevsieenans 24 23 30 29 29 32 33 29 34 30 3 28 22 77 71
Other chemicals, allied product8.......... 158 147 174 152 144 ' 167 163 143 168 160 167 159 143 479 426

Tobacco, tobacco ProduotS..cssvecsivesseenans 346 330 364 358 328 366 380 356 382 365 368 - 368 380 | 1,041 985

Dry goods, apparel, total.viseiervnancsnanes 550 545 619 629 514 549 561 510 638 583 655 649 533 | 1,714 1,641
Apparel and accessories, hosiery,

lingerie, fOOIWEBT . iiererrecinrcnncnnses 217 227 260 27 198 218 213 227 201 262 287 293 241 704 685
Dry g0008, 10ti0n8. . 0eesietnivnnacsoncnns 197 187 215 215 188 205 215 186 221 199 221 215 172 599 576
Peper, paper i}roducts excluding wallpaper.
total ervierersvsiinnnenn. | oawa| om0 | sm | awl ses | ass | ses| see| sve| 3es | ses | sss| 3es | L,085] 1,022
< N 305 278 309 310 277 294 307 271 312 300 318 319 295 892 851
Amusement, sporting goods..... 1041 103 120 16| 112 125 135] 130 1511 154 167 168 158 3271 293
Books, magezines, newspapers. een 7 T4 84 78 69 72 77 Vi 83 81 84 82 82 238 226
P 71 65 66 64 59 59 60 56 64 65 71 68 68 203 205
Farm Supplies.,.pooveneresencncaraneeenee | 1621 168 |- 212 236| 214 203 182 143 147] 141 142 132] 136 S42| 553

: Final estimate.

Preliminary estimate. See page 12,

Egtimating Procedures.
Note: Merchant wholesalers total and group totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. Detail mey not add to totals due %o

rounding.




SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
1960, 1961, AND 1962

1957-59 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100
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* Excludes farm products (raw materials). BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS




Table 2., . ESTIMATED MONTHLY INVENTORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESAIERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962

(Millions of dollars)

1962 1961
Xind of business

Jan. Feb.' | Mer.? | Mar. Apr. May June Tuly |- Aug. Sept. | Oct. Nov. Dec.

MERCHANT ‘WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm ’
Products, raw MaterislB).......e.sveceneasas.. | 12,870 | 12,904 13,050 [ 12,815 {12,920 {13,012 | 13,001 | 12,984 | 13,003 | 13,028 | 13,071 {13,008 | 12,781

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..svssvonsosancnnnsracnssonss | 7,775 ) 7,853 | 7,982 7,877 | 7,953 | 7,907 7,891 7,930] 7,904 | 7,892} 7,823 | 7,818 7,731

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, totel.......... | 1,160 | 1,169 | 1,190 | 1,231 | 1,226 | 1,221} 1,199 f 1,181} 1,168 1,174 | 1,154 | 1,140 | 1,132
Automotive equipment, tiTeS, tUBES....eessevsennss 911| 92| 928| 936| 951 | 958| 920| ‘928 920 932 o9m 3 g1

L o3,157 10,187 | 1,218 1,179 | 1,199 | 1,184 1,203 | 1,182 1,189 | 31,2941 1,200 | 1,186 | 1,135
458 458 | aee| 462 49 | an| aes| aes| use| avs| ars| agz | e

Electrical goods, total.......
Electrical supplies, apparatus.... .
Electrieal appliances, TV, radio séts, .electronic

parts, equipment.....oieecirnrciirireinringianeaas 700 730 753 ne 730 3 739 3 721 5 726 704 689

Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, totel.. | 1,023 | 1,046 1,059 | 1,007 | 1,096 | 1,112 1,202 1,135] 1,068 | 1,078 | 1,057 | 1,037 | 1,000
HArAWaTe. « v e ras .- 434 445 449 248 48 455 49 449 438 440 430 420 23

Plumbing and heathlé ;qui;‘men s

upplieS...einevess 503 515 519 546 544 553 552 563 533 543 533 524 501

Machinery, equipment, supplies, total................ | 2,185 | 2,158 | 2,216 | 2,093 | 2,220 | 2,128] 2,150| 2,081| 2,373 2,160 2,27 | 2,200 | 2,201
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies.......... 905 | 903 950 839 868 863 875 910 903 897 897 926 912
Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total. aes 927 956 | 955 845 863 847 816 837 875 873 851 876 910
Iron, steel, and productS.....ccecervrnccrcnsroanss 769 794 79 690 712 704 682 687 726 727 706 722 755

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (exeluding farm 8
Products, TaW MALETdAlS)..ereerereaavaeneseeeaas | 5,095 | 5,050 | 5,068 | 4,938 | 4,967 | 5,105! 5,121 5,054} 5,109 | 5,136 | 5,248 | 5,280 | 5,050

Groceries and related products, totel. enen 1,405 | 1,409 | 1,420 | 1,361 § 1,344 | 1,383 | 1,379 | 1,321 1,336 | 1,341} 1,392 1,417 1,407
General—li{\e groceries..... R R TR PR P TR €91 760 710 680 661 666 668 653 647 662 709 e 694
Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beversges, totel..... 674 653 658 644 668 712 710 699 . 705 733 780 783 650
Wine, distilled spirifs.....cevncveviiineiinenninss 551 530 524 509 513 550 545 528 550 583 631 641 528
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, totale..c....eveen 603 605 608 595 603 605 601 610 617 607 623 610 595
Drugs, drug proprietaries, durggists' sundries..... 412 ] 408 406 410 413 407 404 418 420 418 428 420 © 404
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total.... 366 367 362 373 386 375 371 - 379 390 374 370 380 383
ADET s e o e sevasssssrssvonsasssssnsonnsosansssabarann 299 303 301 302 307 296 297 307 305 296 297 305 312

. See footnotes below table 3.

Table 3. STOCK-SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962

(Percent)

1962 1961
Kind of business

Jan. Feb.> | Mar.? Mar. { Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (exciuding ferm

products, raw materials)....eveesinsecesircnns 123 131 117 118 129 119 1316 127 114 120 114 115 118
DURABLE (OODS, TOTAL........................‘...‘. 169 178 | 158 166 177 161 155 173 153 160 148 155 165
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total.........,. 181 190 175 190 191 181 170 179 177 184 162 169 182
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes..........ce.nane 210 235 214 207 209 201 184 200 186 203 183 195 213
Electrical goods, total..cevseriecnncrronaraosacnoces 166 176 57 167 191 175 163 174 152 157 150 144 138
Electrical supplies, apparatuS.....sceesseccosscess 158 161 147 156 165 150 148 157 135 154 139 341 133
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic
PATES, CQUIDIENtesvsaerracnrnoserneresanssnnnnsons 171 187 163 176 212 196 173 187 165 159 158 147 142
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, totel.. 223 231 209 213 222 204 186 212 173 190 176 139 234
HATGWATE. .. ccoesrsasionassnssencrnsnnensicerses - 240 239 214 207 226 221 212 239 202 204 184 198 226
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies........... 216 232 214 228 229 203 182 205 171 187 173 184 212
Machinery, equipment, suppiies, total....... .. 175 182 162 170 186 169 169 190 166 173 i 169 176 180
i Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies.......... 135 146 136 145 171 152 147 169 143 151 144 147 141
“Metals , metalwork (except serap), total....eeceveces. 183 204 167 172 189 168 152 182 166 174 160 169 184
Iron, steel, and produCtB.csveecasscasscscrerrronss 214 240 196 197 222 198 186 220 199 212 194 204 229
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm
produets, raw materials)...i.eeccecrreccnronreren 87 93 83 81 20 84 84 90 82 87 85 84 83
Groceries and related products, total...... 56 62 63 56 59 56 55 56 54 57 57 57 58
General-line groceries.....ceeviieacssse T 86 80 82 85 80 78 82 75 il 82 82 83
Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages, total..... ) 127 122 105 101 118 108 105 116 104 115 118 105 80
Wine, distilled 8pIrltS..cecscesrecrararasvasnanans 168 159 133 129 150 146 148 172 152 159 152 127 93
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, totalesece.ecesoes 128 145 128 128 138 128 128 146 128 128 127 125 136
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries..... 142 165 149 145 157 148 149 170 149 148 146 140 148
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total.... 98 108 98 101 118" 106 102 17 104 102 96 98 104
PODEL s s vaevavavnnsnesnvsscansasasnssaressnsasonenns 98 109 98 97 111 101 101 113 98 98 93 96 106

1 Final estimate. }
2 preliminary estimate. See page 12, Estimating Procedure.

Note: Merchant wholesalers totel and group totals Include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. Detail may not add to totals due to rounding.

|
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SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
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UNITED STATES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION |

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
THREE MOHTHS 1962 COMPARED WITH THREE MONTHS 1961

(Percentaga changs}
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Table 4. ‘PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: MARCH 1962

Inventories,
Sales end-of-month
{at cost)
Kind of business March 1962 from-- 3 mos. March 1962 from--
1962
March February 3f;2:_ Marchi February
1961 1962 1961 1961 1962
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL........ +2 +12 +6 (x) x)
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials)...................._................ +3 +13 +7 . +2 +1
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.ususeesnssaensuasonsnnsncsossvosnnnnnsen +7 +15 +11 +1 +2
Motor vehicles, autamotive equipment, tOBEL...neeesricescecoceosnoonas +5 +11 +7 -4 +2
Automobiles, other motor vehicleS....... +25 +11 +26 -12 +5
Avtomotive equipment, tires, tubeS......e.eou.. S erednsseassbessatstencsstnraeatannsn by +11 -2 ~1 +1
Electrical goods, t0t8Ll.eernrcssncesanas cnvene +10 +15 +10 +3 +3
Electrical supplies, apparatusi...... PR . +6 +11 +9 +1 +2
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic Parts, equipment..coveseeescnerenaan +13 +19 +11 +5 +3
Purniture, home furnishings, $0%81..vvivcinsneesss Presenceresesuectstotarannresrerenns +2 +15 +10 -2 +1
Furniture-household, office...... .o 3 +10 +6 -12 +3
Home furnishings, floor coverings.. vaese shessseeesasensaass +2 +17 +11 +1 (4]
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, strp‘plies, 2 -1 +12 +4 -3 +1
WBI@.tensmeenurasenssrososassncsacnsnasns crvsaenn -2 +13 +5 0 +1
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies..... vesassens e .o +1 +9 +6 -5 +1
Alr conditioning, refrigeration equipment, 111702 £ S -8 +18 -6 -12 +4
Tumber, congtruction materials, 2 A -1 +19 +5 -10 +2
Lumber, milIWorK.ssceeesesanoeeinns . . »e . e -1 +18 +5 -15 +2
Construction MAETriAlE. veueseresseriossntssscsrorsaiorannssanansones cosetnmstenarans +1 +21 +5 [¢] +2
Machinery, equijment, supplies, $0t8l.eesescesovenaess +11 +15 +16 I‘+6 +3
Commercial, industrial machinery, equirment, supplie +20 +15 +23 +6 +3
Commercial machines, equipment... [»] +11 +3 +5 -1
Construction machinery, equipment..... +26 +24 +17 A -1
Industrial mechinery, equipment, supplies +21 +13 +29 Tvi3 +5
Professional equipment, supplies.......... +5 +8 +10 +13 +1
Surgical, medical, hospital eupplies.. +14 +5 +17 +27 +1
Service-establishment equipment, supplies...... Rbercenasesesrsererentnsectacentnonnn Tig T420 49 +12 +5
Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total. et smeteasesenuteansstateseenaneannrtcren +16 +22 +18 +13 0
Iron, steel, and productS........ +15 +23 +19 +15 ¢}
Nonferrous metals......ecaveoeene. +16 +20 +15 +2 -2
Scrap, weste materials, total....... seetesennnrtetnrabaannesatansan -1 +3 +11 -9 -4
Iron, steel scrap... ~3 -3 +16 ~15 ~3
WaB1e BEETLELE . e et i iistieintttietsrrn e ettataserantaeesanann s +1 +11 +5 +2 -4
Jewelry....................................................‘.... Pesassesiarsnntasnnan +1 +16 +5 +3 0
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..... -1 +11 +3 (X) (X)
TOTAL {exeluding farm products, raw b8 TS - N o] +12 +4 +3 o}
Groceries and related Products, $0581eessunsssecessevas +5 +13 +6 +4 +1
General-line groceries...... +7 +8 +7 +4 +1
Voluntary groups......... +3 +8 +3 +3 +1
Retailer cooperatives.. +14 +8 +11 +4 0
Nonaffillated.......... +h +9 +9 +5 +2
Specialty-line groceries... +3 +17 +3 +6 0
ConfectloneTy. e e eennes +19 +30 +6 -2 -4
Meats, meat products..... +12 +10 +15 +12 +2
Poultry, poultry products.. . - -17 +5 <10 -14 +5
Fresh frults, vegetableS..euieeeeecreenersesnsssonesnonne +8 +23 +7 -7 +1
Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, t0tal..evecss. -2 +317 +5 +2 +1
Bl iicttserirtneeiriseiratrataranerenrenenae -4 +16 0 -1 +9
Wine, distilled SPITitB..sceeccenasscenonsenocanennse o +18 +9 +3 -1
Drugs, chemieals, allied products, R +3 +14 +h +2 0
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' supplies. -4 +10 -1 -1 o}
General-line GIUES.«.cviecvninseneronannrans -2 +7 +3 4] 1]
Paints, varnisheB.....cceeueans, PP +5 +30 +8 ~4 +1
Other chemicals, allied ProductSe..:eeceses.s.. +15 +19 +13 +13 +3
Tobacco, tobadeo PPOAULES 1 et ea ittt nttaerennrasessetiaraosncerenesteesssonnsscnnssnnns +2 +10 +6 +6 +3
Dry goods, apparel, 4018l .eescrererncrnnssennnsocnennn T2 +14 Ti4 -2 0
Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear.. 23 r+]5 +3 +6 [¢]
Dry goods, notions.... . 0 +15 + -7 -1
+1 +10 +8 x) x)
Paper, paper products, excluding WallpapeT, t0talesen.niuseenrernrransurnocannas 0 +9 +6 -4 ~1
B sererearanas -1 +11 +5 =1 -1
Stationery, office supplies e etecacatnreat et s eronnonaon x) x) +13 (x) (x)
Farm products, raw MBIl A ¢ 4 sttt eee et aaatas ittt tareetetateesrinnnnsenans -8 +2 0 (X} (x)
Cotton. e eunyinennronnan . easerencansa ~21 -8 -7 (x) (x)
L DD <1 +9 +3 {X) {x)
Other nondurable godde, total....... -10 +8 -5 +6 4]
Amsement, sporting goods.. +3 +16 +11 +6° +3
Books, magazines, newspapers. +8 +12 +5 +6 +9
oaleiieninenanesnneacennrenn . .. +3 +1 =1 -36 -22
FaIm SUDPlieB. cineniiitristiinrerensnnereceasonanancnns =10 +27 -2 +8 -5

¥ Revised since Advence Releage dated May 1, 1962.
X Withheld due to extreme variability of reported data or a high nopresponse rate.



Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SAIES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

MARCH 1962

Tnventories,
Sales end-of-month
{at cost)
Kind of busifess vty gﬁgg’g’m" division March 1962 3 nonths March 1962
1962
from
March February March February
1961 1962 3 montha 1961 1962
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTALY.....e.... +2 12 46 +2 +1
Hew England....... +2 +13 +9 +2 +3
Middle Atlantic..... Q +13 +6 +1 +1
Eagt North Central... +3 +11 +8 +4 0
West North Central.. +1 +13 +2 0 +1
South Atlanmtic.... +8 +13 +12 +6 +1
East South Central. . -2 +10 -2 —ls ~1
West South Ceniral . <1 +9 #1 -5 +1
Mountain........ . +5 +11 +3 +5 0
PRI A s asnnoeenesoosnnesseruassonasaonseensonsconasosesnnsassesorsenatonaransnsssnnnns +3 +15 +8 +5 +4
Automotive equipment, tlre, tube wholesalers.... -4 +13 -2 =], 41
New England........ (x) +24 x) [43) o
Middie Atlantic.. PR =14 +10 ~11 +12 +2
East North Central. +1 +21 -1 {x) +1
Weat North Central. X) -8 -6 +1 +L
South Atlemtic.. 0 19 +1 (x) -3
East South Central. {X) +8 +3 4 0
West South Central. -14 ~2 22 <15 x)
Mountain. .o eeaeiae (X) +15 X) {x) -1
Paciflciasiveneenns +5 414 +2 +5 +2
Electrical apparatus, supplies distributors.....cevseeeireiienrsroncsnceassasionnsonanss +6 +11 +9 +1 +2
New England........ . [63) +12 [¢63] +30 +6
Middle Atlantic.... ere . 45 +18 +13 ~5 +2
East North Central. . +12 +12 +8 +2 o
West North Central, . {X) -7 -5 -3 +2
South Atlantic... +16 +11 +10 -6 +3
East South Central. +19 +8 +13 +25 0
West South Central. +5 +10 +6 -1 +1
Mountain.e.eoease +1 +6 +10 +5 +1
Pacifie,.... -3 +12 +8 -3 +4
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts distributors.......... +13 +19 +11 +3 +3
"New ENELAnde. . oveecsassresescsonansssmesanerasesscsnsscansaesaseansss +21 +27 +16 [€3] +T
Middie Atlantiec.... +17 +18 +16 +7 +3
Eagt North Cenmtral.. (X) +8 (X) +10 1
West North Central. +15 {x) +8 {X) +5
South Atlantic.... +22 +23 +21 {X) +2
East South Central x) +36 +5 -13 [¢]
West South Cenmtral -2 +18 +11 <21 -2
Mountein....... X) +20 {x) {X) +4
Pacific. cvsensn +12 +26 #11 +9 #11
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalerS......seesesssenssccaseanse +2 +15 +10 -2 +,
New Englandes..eseesessosascoccosos X) 32 [3] X) X)
Middle Atlantic........ cesaene +2 +13 +6 (X) [64]
East North Central.....eecscs -1 +16 +14 -6 -1
West North Central.. {X) +16 {X) {x) +1
(X) a3 (X) (x) +2
(X) +21 (X) xX) +4
(%) +10 (X) (X) +1
(X) +15 (X) -9 -1
+7 +14 +12 -11 X)
-2 +13 +5 1] +1
[£4] [£3] 27 9 e
-7 +20 -3 +1 +1
=8 +10 ~1 =13 -1
24 x) -13 -14 0
{X) +5 +24 +16 41
(x) +9 (X) 0 +1
{X) +16 +31 +7 -1
+7 +10 +14 +14 +6
+1 +9 +6 =5 +1
[¢3) +5 -3 +& +3
+3 +8 +10 -11 +2
~2 +12 -1 +5 +2
{X) +5 {xX) -4 1
+5 +2 +21 -6 +1
East South Central. {x) +13 (x) (X) +1
West .South Central. +15 +14 +18 x) -8
Mountain.....eee (X) +19 (x) (x) -4
Pacific..cceeeas +8 +11 +15 +12 +3
-1 +19 +5 -10 +2
) 34 X) [63] +I1
Middle Atlantic......... {X) +18 +13 -8 +2
East North Central...... -22 +16 -4 -5 +1
West North Central. PR =12 {X) ~15 -7 +2
South Atlantic..... P {X) +16 +11 (X) +3
West South Central.... PO (X) +21 -1 x) ~1
PaciflC.cscecsrenssrstionscnnns +12 +15 +13 -13 +3

See footnotes at end of table, page 9.




Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESATERS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

MARCH 1962

Inventories,
Sales end~of~month
(at cost}
Kind of business .and geographic division March 1962 3 months March 1962
(see map page 6) 1962
March February i March February

1961 1962 1961 1961 1962

Industrial machinery, equipment supplies distributors.......c.c.cuciivieniiiinniniiraneaaa. 21 413 +29 +13 +3
Middle ABLAntic.uees . oeeeseenssncnsocacnannsnnnans . {x) +10 +78 [¢3] [#3]
East North Central. +36 +9 +46 +4 +2
South Atlentic.... (x) +23 xX) (x) +3
Fast South Central. (x) (X) +1 (x) +4
Vest South Central. +39 (6.4 +29 +19 +5
Mountain. ...uvveu. . (%) #15 x) () +1
T e O e (X) +11 +25 +26 +6
General-line grocery wWholeSalerS.cieccareeioanrstorsoirarsssnssrssasassonsressssnn .. +7 +8 +7 +4 +1
New England.....oveeuse. - -1 +8 -5 A )
Middle Atlantie.. . -2 +8 -5 +4 +1
East North Central. . +17 +6 +12 +4 -1
West North Central. - +4 +5 +7 +5 +2
South Atlentie... . +14 +10 +22 {X) (X)
Eagt South Central. . -8 +11 -1 -3 +1
Weat South Central..... B +1 +7 +9 -3 +3
Mountain. .. veeenensannn . +3 -8 +8 +7 -3
-1 i LT T R ] . +12 +16 +10 +7 +4
Specialty-line grocery WholeSalerS. v sereeasasanessssnssnorssressassaseasrssssrcsconsrs +3 +17 +3 +6 0
New England x) +11 X) [£9] [69]
Middle Atlantic.. -5 +18 +3 +2 Q
East North Central. . b +19 0 ~13 0
West North Central........ (X) +19 +h +10 +3
South Atlantic.......... (X} {x) +10 {X) +3
West South Central. (x) +10 +1 +6 -3
Mountain. ...eeee... (x) +7 x) (x) x)
+10 +25 o] (X) -2

Fresh frult, vegetable WholeSalerS...cuvsciurocusaaseerseanccnorroserasnesroansoncscensse +8 +23 +7 =7 +1
New Englande.cescsocenssencorcnonn . [€3] +20 [63] [63] =L
Middle Atlantic.. . ~11 +8 +3 (X) -10
East North Centrel. . =7 +19 +1 (x) EYA
West North Central. . +3 +14 -3 22 +1
East South Central.... . (X) +21 x) (X) -1
West South Central...... . +14 +8 +11, x) +5
MoUntain. .o veevenass . (x) 1 (x) (x) -1
POCE L e s aencennereneunnsvdasaenotsasessiasarsssasaseassnvsassnasonnssnsnnsosesosssan (X) +17 (X) (x) +8
Drug wholesalers {general and Specialty 1INES)...ecivsereensrsarreriannsvnnesssasanonran =4 +10 =1 =1 0
HeWw Englenf...oseesoeessussecennnnsen (x) 49 -19 18 x)
Middle Atlantie.. +11 +16 -2 +8 {X)
Fast North Central -4 +3 +10 +1 -2
West North Central.. -10 +10 +L -12 0
South Atlantic... -10 +7 -4 +7 +1
East South Central +15 +7 +21 +1 -2
West South Ceatral .. -8 +6 -5 -15 (x)
Mountain......... (x) +6 -8 {x) (X)
Pacific..orvriencanns =5 +13 +3 +5 0
Tobacco distributors.....vess +2 +10 +6 +6 +3
New England,........ .- -1 +11 + -8 X)
Middle Atlantic....... +5 +5 +6 +12 (x)
East North Central.. -5 +10 -2 +6 +5
VWest North Central......e.. -2 +11 +6 -3 +3
South Atlantic..cccevvuennen +4 +12 +7 +14 0
East South Central......... -1 +10 +1 -6 +3
West South Central.. -7 +12 -1 -6 +1
Mountain..o.o venvves {X) +9 +25 x) o
Pacifie... +10 +15 +22 +11 +12
Dry goods, apparel WhOLeSalerS.use.crearsstraesrotaseroannsrnsasnonsseasnssorssesonssans -1 +14 +5 -2 ]
New England....... [¢3) +27 [€3] X) X)
Middle Atlantic... 0 +15 +6 -5 (x)
East North Central (X) x) +18 +3 (X)
West North Central (X) +23 {x) (X) 0
South Atlantic.... (x) +17 +9 x) {x)
Weat South Centrel..... -5 x) +h (X) (x)

X Withheld due to extreme variability of reported data or a high nénresponse rate.

1 Inventory trends for "Merchant Wholesalers » Total" for the United States and by geographic division, exclude "Farm products (rew materials) merchants.™
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA

1. Scope of Survey

VWholesalers are defimed in the Standard Industrisl Classi-
fication Manual issued by the Bureau of the Budget, Executive
Office of the Pregident, as "Establishments o places of busi-
ness primarily engaged- in selling merchandise to retailers;
‘o industrial, commereial, institutional, or profesgional
users; or to other wholesalers; or acting as agents in buying
merchandise for or selling merchandise +o such- persong or
companies. The principal types of establishments ineluded
are: (1) merchant wholesalers~-wholesalers who take title to
the goods -they sell such as wholesale merchants or jobbers,
industrial distributors, voluntary group wholesalers, export-
ers, importers, cash-and-carry wholesalers, drop shippers,
wagon distributors, retailer cooperative warehouses, terminal
elevators, and cooperative buying associations; {(2) sales
branches and sales offices (but not retail stores) maintained
by manufacturing a mining enterprises apart from their plants
or mines for the purpose of marketing - their products; (3)
agents, merchandise &r commodity brokers, and commission
merchants; (4) petrolewn bulk stations; and (5) assemblers,
buyers, and associations engaged in the cooperative marketing
of farm products.

This survey is limited to merchant wholesalers, which con~
stitute +the major portion of the broad field of wholesale
trade, and excludes +the other types of wholesale +trade such
as manufacturers sales branches and sales offices, petrolemm
bulk stations, agents and brokers and assemblers of farm
products. All kinds of business in which merchant wholesalera
operate are represented in this survey. A description of each
kind-of-business classification shown in this report is in~
cluded on pages 14 through 16.

Firms which, in addition +o merchant wholesale establish-
ments, operate other +types of'establishments, (e.g., retail,
manufacturing, . ete.) report in this survey only for their
merchant wholesale establishments. }

. 2. $Sample Design

Firms reporting in the survey are part of 2 probability
sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi~
ness. The revised sample introduced in February 1961 inecludes
over 17,000 firms drawn from two Sources: (1) 1958 Census of
Business lists representing all wholesalers (with paid em~
ployees) in business in 1958 and (2) Bureau of Old Age and
Survivors Insurence (BOASI) lists of wholesalers (with paid
employees) entering business {or requesting new Employer
Identification Numbers) since 1958. The sample is supplemented
four times a year for new firms on the BOAST ligts.

The reporting panel ineludes a fixed Dpanel of about 1,000
very large firms reporting monthly and four rotating Panels
each containing about 4,000 smaller firms which report every
fourth month. In any given month, the total reporting panel
ineludes about 5,000 firms. -

The sample of 5,000 firms in any one month is the maximum
that can be canvassed within budgetary limitations. This size
sample provides the basis for reliable national estimates, and
as a by-product, geographic division estimates for a number
of kinds of business. The number of firms selected for each
kind of business varies from 50 to 650 firms depending upon
the total number of firms in the trade, and their distribution
by sales size. In those kinds of business for which percent-
age changes are shown by geographic division, the sample
chosen for the national estimates was increased somewhat to
provide wider representation by geographiec division. For
other trades, however, data are not shown separately for scme
or ‘all geographic divisions because it would have required a
considerable increase in the sample size to provide reliable
results. ’

The revised sample is similar in design . to the previous
sample which was selected from 1954 Census of Business lists
supplemented by BOASI records of business births. While the
number of firms reporting monthly in the Dew sample is slightly
smaller than the old sample, improved procedures in ‘the hand-
ling of business births are expected to improve the reli-
ability of the estimates.

3. Previously Published Data /

Data developed from the new sample may not be comparable
with data previously published in this series. This is partly
due to changes in coverage between Censuses. In this eonnec-
tion ready-mixed concrete d2stributors, whichin 1954 reported
sales of $998 million--27% of the conmstruction materials dis-
tributors total and 1% of total merchant wholesalers sales--

were included in manufacturing in the 1958 Census. Hawaii and
Alaska, included in the revised sample, were not included in
the old sample. These States reported sales of $399 million
in 1958, about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales.

The differences between results of old and new samples are
also attributable, in part, to sampling error in the monthly
estimates (see item 7) > and, in part, %o changes in the kind-
of-business classification of individual firms from one Census
year to another. There is also evidence that some business
births (i.e., those which were not assigneda kind-of-business
code immediately upon receipt by BOASI) were missed in the old
sample. A study of the reasons for differences between the
results of the old sample and +the 1958 Census is underway.
This should throw considerable light ‘'on the reasons for dif-
ferences in the results from the old and new semples.

To provide comparative data for the new series » each month
during 1961, estimates for the comparable wmonth of 1960 were
derived from the new sample.

During January 1961, data were obtained from both the old
and nev samples. January 1961 estimates from both the'old
and new sample are included in Tables 6-7 as an approximate
measure of the difference in level between +the two series.
However, the difference shown during this one month are not
necessarily the differences that would occur in all months.

4. Gurrently Published Data

Sales.--This report indudes monthly dollar volume estimates
of sales by kind of business for the United States as a whole
(table 1). Sales trends , based on the table 1 dollar volume
estimates, are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business
carried in table 1. For certain additional kinds of business,
trend figures are derived from dollar volume estimates which
are not published in table 1 because these dollar volume esti-
mates are subject to high sampling variability or other causes
affecting reliability of the estimates but vwhere the measure-

. ments of trend are considered %o have acceptable reliability.

Sales trends by geographic division are also shown for
selected kinds of business (teble 5). These trend figures——
based on the weighted sales of identical firms prior to
July 1961--are now derived from dollar volume estimates.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipts from repairs
or other services to customers » after deducting returns and
allowances, and discounts. Sales of merchandise for others
on & commission basis are also in¢luded. Local and State
sales taxes, and Federal excise taxes are included.

Inventories.--This report inciudes monthly dollar volume
estimates of inventories for selected kinds of business for
the United States. Inventory trends basedon table 2 estimates
are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business covered in
table 2. For certain additional Xinds of business ; trend fig-
ures are derived from dollar volume estimates which are not
published in table 2 because these dollar volume estimates are
subject tohigh sampling variability or other causes affecting
reliability of the estimates, but where the measurements of
trend are considered to have acceptable reliability. Inventory
trendsby geographic divisionare also -shown for selected kinds
of business (table 5). :

Farm products (raw materials) merchants carry substantial
inventories which are frequently subject to sharp fluectuations.
Their inventory data appear to be subject to a very large bias
due, in part, to the lack of adequate monthly records on the
dollar value of inventories. For this reason, separate inven-
tory data are not published for this +rade. Also, because
inventory movements for this trade can dominate the total for
all merchant wholesalers and thus ‘conceal significant movements
of other “wholesalers, data for this trade are excluded from
the total.

Invenfories represent stocks s at cost, of merchandise on
hand for sale at the end of the month. These do not inelude
goods held . on a consignment basis , nor do they include such
items as fixtures, equipment and supplies not held for sale.

Stock-sales ratios.--These are presented in table 3 for
selected kinds of business. The stock-sales ratios are per—
centages derived bydividing the dollar volume of inventories,
at cost, by the dollar volume of sales. No ad justment is made
in these ratios for the mark-up in sales which varies from

trade fo trade.
5. Unpublished Data

Selected additional data, such as dollar-volume sales and
inventories for some kinds of business not separately shown




Table 6. COMPARISON OF SALES ESTIMATES FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961

11

Seles Sales
Kind of business oLd Hew Kind of business old New
sample | sample sample sample

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TU]ZAL.... Miesestnennaenocanan 9,817 | 10,295 NONDURABLE GOODS, TOPAL.i..eeveeravarroernencinnnnnsenne| 6,044 6,274

TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials)......... 8,799 9,357
. POTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials) ......| 5,026 5,336
DURABLE GOODS, TOTALs v evnsenenassornsnranassesnanss 3,773 4,021

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, totel..... 475 600 [Groceries and related products, totel....... 2,189 2_, 253

Automotive equipment, tires, tubes............ 409 428 General-line grocerieS......eeesanss 838 794
B Specialty-line groceries 580 697

Electrical goods, total.......... S, 602 628 Confectionery......... 58 63
Electrieal supplies, apparatus, S A 284 263 Meats, meat products.. 336 345
Electricel appliances,” TV, radio sets, electronic parts, Poultry, poultry products. . 150 116
equipment. ..o iiiiiiiiiiii i e, teentrranatrransnnenes 318 365 Fresh fruits, vegetebles........ 228 238

Furniture, home mmishings,' total.... 169 203
Furniture-household, office....... 56 60 jiBeer, wine, distilled alecholic beversges, total... 469 469
Home furnishings, £1oor cOVerings............. eransannss 113 143 Beer.....e..... Peseaetantasaaestessenntinnrn 1:2 1?72

i cesaerecnisannan 2

Hardwere, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, totall. 404 428 Vine, distilled spirits... 2
HardWATe. .t i eeeeeiriansietanersassasioresnesonnann 156 166
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplief........,.. 203 212 . . 383 w0

Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total....

Lumber, construction materials_, totaleesenianans 460 426 Drués, drug pr:)prietaries, d.rug’gists' sundries. 245 276
Lumber, millwork.......... . 261 290 Peinte, varnish 24 21
Construction materials............e... 2199 135 S, VOTMIENEH. .4 eear et sencciiiiines .

s Other chemicals, allied PrOUCHS e ssnorescncrsneranernnes w13 143

Machinery, equipment, supplies, total. 991 1,020 {iTobaceo, tobacco productS............ reesesrisesesesessenenan . 304 317
Construction machinery, equipment..... 138
Industrial machinery, eguipment supplies. 447 3481
Professional equipment, supplies......... 109 120 |iDry goods, apparel, tot&l.........ss..n 459 487
Service-establishment equipment, SUPPILEB.....veeeennenrensen 3139 96 Apparel and accessories, hosiery, ling 155 4189

Dry goods, nobtionS..veiesisirersosaternnmsecrncens 4193 184

Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total. 382 418
Iron, steel, and productS.....c...... 272 295 5 323
tonferrous metalé.ooosisinns | 10| 323 (PR BeReT products, excluding welipaper, fotal............| "7 20

Serap, ‘waste materials, total.. 232 237
Iron, steel serap.... one 120 = 4 remasceenaann 75 72
Waste materials... 112 110 JFarm SUPPlieS...avaveeecrinrncncnenesacraneernnsnes 133 147
See footnotes below, J »

Table 7. COMPARISON OF INVENTORY ESTIMATES AND STOCK-SALES RATIOS FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961
Inventories Stock-sales ratios
Kind of bustness o014 New o1a Hew
sample sample sample sample
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm producta, raw materlals) ccreervrrrsnrerareesioiancenserenian 11,811 12,558 134 134
Selected Kinds of Business

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, tob8L.in.cveieeerirnrnenssonanoss 1,019 1,185 215 198
Automotive equipment, BireS, TUDES......eeicneevrreneeronesnsononnns g8 896 220 209

Electrical g00G8, HOTALa .. uiueurceeiinneeeernranrsoncesnsnnonnns 1,048 1,138 174 181
Electrical supplies, apparatus........ reeesirrissenareen 463 444 163 169
Electrical appliences, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, equipment....... 585 694 184 190

Harduare, plumbing, hesting equipment, supplies, totadl....u.vesievenen. 936 1,028 232 240
HATAWATE. Lttt et tiiianintitaireasrnsrnsonransonnenners 402 423 258 255
Plumbing end heating equipment, supplies........ 445 503 219 237

Machinery, equipment, supplies, B 2,044 25031 206 199
Industrial machinery, eqQuIPmEnt SUPPILCH. .. s ttareaseeraneeeeesrsrennnnnnnnnnnnnonn o 829 812 185 3169

Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total...... 778 871 204 208
Iron, steel and products distributors...... 646 741 238 251

Groceries and related Produets, OtALe.uuueiersuuesesseananreeeennasnnnnerestonnansesonnnnonss 1,315 1,3% €0 62
GeneTal-lane P OCET 88 vt nr e setnsanssnnnaersansonsonnenssoneennnssnnnnsnns 703 635 84 80

Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages, total, 635 640 135 136
Wine, distilled spirits...... B U 525 510 184 186

Drugs, chemicals, ellied PrOAUCHS, BOBALe..esususeseseennnsnsreessnennsosssonnnnnnnes e 534 587 139 133
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries................. P 384 400 157 145

Paper, paper products, .ex¢1uding WALIDEDET, OTELarreuuuteronsssusrnnneennensnsesnnsennesensoessrnnennos 5326 369 394 114
e R R T ORISR 269 295 8 109

1omip conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment supplies, " wag included in

“Hardware, plumbing; heating equipment supplies" group.
semple data for the latter group.

are excluded from the revised sample because they
‘Welding supplies, " included in "Service establishment
"Hoslery and lingerie! included in '"Dry goods, notions"
"Wallpaper” included in "Statiomery, office supplies™ end the
Note: Totals include data from scme kinds of business not shown
about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales in 1958,

[EREARY

Dollar volume estimates sre not published separately for

2 Ready mixed conerete distributors , which in 1954 represented 27 percent of the construction
were classified in manufacturing in the 1958
equipment supplies’ in the old sample is now included in
in the old sample, is now included in
"Paper, paper products group” in the old sample, is now included in
separately. Detall may not add to totals due to rounding.
are included in the new sample but were not ineluded is the o1d sample.

"Machinery equipment supplies™

Cengus.

"Apparel and accessories.®

"Industrial mechinery; equipment.v

group in the old sample, but now is included in
this trade, but are included in the old arnd new

material totel and about 1 percent of total merchant wholesale salegw-

g "Other nondurable goods"' group.
AMlagka and Hawaii which represented
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA--Continued

in this report, are produced as a by-product of the regularly
published statistics. These additional data have not been
included in this publication basically because their sampling
variability is so high relative to the changes from month-to-
month, or between other periods, that might be anticipated
actually 1o oceur, as to make them potentially misleading.
The Bureau of the Census an request, will release such figures
for individual use, though not for publication.

It should be noted that in some cases figures for an indi-
vidual kind of business can be derived from the Monthly Whole-
sdle Trade Report itself by subtracting figures for certain
published kinds of business from their respective kind-of-
business group +totals. However, in these cases » the figures
obtained by such subtraction would te subject to the high sam-
pling variability described above for unpublished kinds of
business and theif use would be subjeet to the same hazards.

6. Estimeting Procedure

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight
which reflects 1its probability of selection in the sample.
Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight
of one (1). Other firms are. sampled at varying rates, depend-
ing upon size, with smaller firms heving a lower probability
of selection and thus e larger weight.

For most firms reporting, data are available for each of
three months (current, previous, and year ago). New firms
reporting provide data for at least +two months (current and
previous). Sales and inventory figures reported for each firm
are multiplied by its weight (the reciprocal of its probability
of selection) and the results summarized to obtain the dollar
volume estimates, percentage changes and stock-sales ratios
shown in this report.

The preliminary "composite" estimateisa weighted average of
two estimates: (&) the current month unbiased estimate (weight
-3) and (b) a ratio estimate (weight .7) obtained by multi-
plying the above previous month composite estimate by the
current to previous month ratio obiained from the current
month reports.

The final "composite" estimate (available a month later) is
a weighted average of two estimates: (a) the preliminary
"ecomposite" estimate (weight .72) and (b) the unbiased esti-
mate (weight .28) for the same month as obtained from the next
month's reporting panel. The "composite" estimates provide a
measure of the dollar volume of sales and inventories consid-
erably more reliable then the unbiased estimates and the final
"composite" estimate is also generally more reliable than the
preliminary "composite" estimate.

7. Reliability of the Data

Estimates based on a sample are subject to sampling varia-
bility and thus are not expected to be in exact agreement with
a complete census taken with the same enumeration procedures.
For all trades combined, the sampling variabilityof the dollar
level of the "composite" sales estimates for any individual
month, was :about 0.8 percent at the one sigma level. That is
o say, the chances are about two out of three that the esti-
mated sales shown would be within 0.8 percent of the resulis
of a complete emumeration. The median sampling error of the
inventory estimates for all trades combined (excluding farm
products) was 0.7 percent.

Sampling errors have been computed by kind of business for
the monthly estimates of sales and inventories and for the
ratios of current month to previous month sales and inventories
for selected months during 1961. Table 8 presents the range
of the sampling errors and +their mediens; however, the samp-~
ling errors for individual months are available upon request.
The sampling errors shown for the monthly dollar estimates
are based on the final "composite" estimates, while the samp-
ling errors of the month-to-month ratios are based on the
preliminary Ycomposite" estimate of the current month and the
final “composite" estimate of the previous month. The samp-
ling error of the preliminary "composite" estimates are not

shown, but would generally be slightly higher than those -shown’

for the final "composite" estimate. The sampling error of
month-to-month ratios based on the final estimates would be
somewhat higher thah that shovm in table 8.

Sampling errors of the ratio of current month to year-ago
sales and inventories have not been computed for 1961 but are
being computed beginning with January 1962. Generally the
sampling error of the current month to a year-ago ratio will ’
be higher than the sampling error of the current to previous
month ratio and will approximate the sampling error shown for
the monthly dollar estimates. Table 8 shows the current month
to year-ago sampling errors for January and February 1962,
These are somewhat higher than expected in future months be-
cause data in the first four months of 196l--when the revised
sample was being introduced--were subject to greater wvari-
ability than in later months.

Sampling errors of the sdles and inventory trends by geo-
graphic -division are also being computed but have mnot yet
been evaluated.

Sampling errors are themselves subject to gampling varia-
bility and thus should be regarded as giving a general rather
than exact idea of the variability due 4o sampling. They may
also vary as a result of seasonal or cyelical fluctuations.
Differences may also exist to the extent that the variances of
the new sample differ from the variances of the old sample.

These measures of sampling variability do not inelude biases
that may arise from nonsampling errors, such as -the failure
of respondents to submit correct figures or o submit reporis
in time for tabulation. In preparing the dollar volume esti-
mates, an estimate 1s included for those firms that fail to
respond. To the extent that the estimates for these firms may
differ from the actual figures, nonresponse affects, the re-
1iability of the dollar volume estimate. As a result, dollar
volume estimates are not published separately Iin some trades
vwhere the nonresponse rate was considered too high to provide
reliable level estimates. A% the national level, approxi-
mately 12 percent of the total sales and 30 percent of total
inventories are imputed for nonresponse. In some geographic
divisions, the nonresponse may be higher. Biases may also
arise due %o the use of estimates by respondents. This prob-
ably occurs more often in the case of inventories than for
sales, reflecting the fact that inventory records ere not kept
by all businesses on a monthly basis to the seme extent as
for sdles.

For kinds of business where estimates appear to be subject
to high sempling variability, or to considerable bias, dollar
volume figures are not published. However, as the effect of
such variability or bies is less serious for short range com-
parisons than for long range ones, trend figures based on the
unpublished dollar volume estimates are provided where such
trend figures are within acceptable standards of reliability.

8. Use of Ssmpling Errors

The use of sampling errors shown in table 8 is illustrated
by the following computation: Multiply the median sampling
error by the estimate (whether it is a dollar volume estimate
or a ratio). Add and subtract the resulting product from the
published estimate. The resulting range of the estimate is
expected to include the "expected value" (that is, the value
vhich could be obtained from a complete enumeration) about
two out of three times. Doubling the median sampling error
and repeating the above process will give a range which will
include the "expected value” about 19 out of 20 times.

To illustrate the computation of these ranges for monthly
dollar volume estimates, consider the sales estimate made for
all durable goods in May 1961. The published estimate is
$4,915 million while the median sampling error shown in this
report is 1.0 percent (or .0l). Multipiying $4,915 million
by .01; we obtain $49 million. Thus » ‘the chances are two out
of three that the "expected value" of the estimate is between
$4,866 and $4,964 million. Doubling the given medien sampling
error gives us the limits, $4,817 to $5,013 million, which
will contain the "expected value" 19 out of 20 times.

As an exsmple of the use of these medien sempling error data
with ratios, consider the ratio of change from April 1961 to
May 1961 for ell durable goods. This ratio of change, obtalned
by dividing $4,915 million by $4,494 million, is 1.094 (it
can also be expressed as a 9% increase). The median sampling
error of this ratio is 0.6 percent (.006). Multiplying 1.094
by .006 we - obtain .007 as the standard error of the ratio.
There is a probability of two out of three that the "expected
ratio" is contained in the range 1.087 o 1.10L {that is, that
the April to May chenge was between a 9% and 10% increase),
while there is a probability of 19 out of 20 that the Mexpec-
ted ratio" is contained in the range 1.080 to 1.108.
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Sales Inventories
Sampling error Sampling error Sampling error’ Sampling error
of the monthly of the ratio of of the monthly of the ratio of
Kind of business dollar estimates current month to- dollar estimates current month £o--
Previous month Year ago Previons month Year ago
Range | Median ) Range | Median
Jan. | Feb. Jan. Feb.
Range | Medlan | 1965 | 3962 Range | Median | 355 | 3962
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.........| 8.7-0.9 0.8 |04-0.7| 0.6 11 | 0.9 - - - - - -
TOTAL 1uding farm products, rew
mtez-i:i{g)....g..f...l.) ....... veneenad] 0.60.8 7 0.3-0.7 0.5 0.9 1.0 | 0.6-0.8 0.7 0.1-0.8 0.2 1.1 0.9
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL....ocesensencncncesas] 0.7-1.2 1.0 0.5-0.9 0.6 1.7 1.7 - - 0.2-0.5 0.3 1.1 1.7
Motor vehieles, automotive equipment, total... 2-3 3 1-3 2 5 5 24 3 0.3-0.9 0.6 3 2
Automobiles, other motor vehieleS...cssavee.s 46 5 3-6 4 9 9 - - 1.0-2.3 1.5 4 4
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes...... 34 3 1-3 1 5 4 34 4 0.3-1.0 0.7 3 3
Electrical goods, tota&le..easss N 2% 3 1.2 1 NA NA 2-3 2 0.4-1.2 0.5 3 2
Electrical supplies, apparatuS....veeseecsees 2-3 2 1-2 -1 N Na 2-3 3 0.4-0.8 0.6 4 2
Eleetrical appliances, TV, radio sets
CL0OLTOL0 DATES s ereneresserssssnrrennees 3-7 3 13 2 6 4 33 3 | 0.5-5.9 0.8 3 3
Furniture, home furnishings, total..... PN 34 3 1-3 2 3 5 - - 0.6<2.1 1.0 5 3
Furniture-household, offiCe..sescsecrssnonns 3-6 5 2-5. 4 4 3 - - 0.8-1.5 1.2 5 3
Home furnishings, floor coveringS......cses. 3-5 4 24 2 5 [ - - 0.6-2.7 1.3 6 5
Hardware, pl\mbing—heating equipment,
supplies, total..veveieniinncnnecenan teeserene 2-3 2 1-2 1 3 3 2-3 2 0.3-0.6 0.5 3 2
HAarAWaT R e crreresarseossssssnssnsasnnes 3.4 1-3 2 4 4 2-3 2 0.5-1.4 0.6 4 2
Plumbing and heating equipment, s\rpplies. ces 34 3 1-3 2 4 4 4ty 4 0.3-1.0 0.7 4 3
Alr conditioning, refrigeration equipment, .
SUPPLieB.srseiesansensannas veesasanantesnas - - 2-9 6 11 8 - - 0.8-1.7 1.1 6 6
ILamber, construction materials, total......... 2-3 3 1-3 2 6 3 - - 0.6-3.0 1.0 8 6
Tumber, millworK.civeioaoresssocsacoes 3-5 4 14 2 7 3 - - 0.7-2.6 1.3 7 8
Construction materialS...vevavecssvesasesonn 34 4 24 3 9 [} - - 0.7-6.5 0.9 12 5
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total....eesss 2-3 2 1-2 2 NA 4 1-2 2 0.3-1.1 0.6 3 2
Commercial, industrial machinery, -equipment,

SUPPLiCS.esscnsrnsnonan crsssenercaesasssans 24 3 NA ¥A A NA - - A NA 27X M
Commereial machines, equipment... - - 37 5 NA 8 - - 0.6-2.1 1.3 6 6
Construction machinery, equipment......... 5-8 7 2-6 5 NA 6 - - 0.4-1.9 0.9 3 3
Industrial machinery, eguipment, supplies. 3=5 3 24 3 NA 8 2-4 3 0.6~1.9 0.8 7 5

Professional equipment, supplies...... . 3-5 4 2-3 3 5 4 - - 0.4-1.1 0.7 5 4
Surglcal, medical, hospital supplies...... - - 35 4 9 5 - - 0.6-1.6 0.8 7 4
Service establishment equipment, supplies... 4-7 6 24 3 5 3 - - 0.5-3.3 1.2 5 5
Metals, metalvork (exeept serap), total. 34 .3 14 2 [ 3 2~5 4 0.4~3.3 0.5 4 3
Iron, steel and products eens 45 5 2-5 3 8 4 2-5 4 0.4-3.9 0.6 A 3
Nonferrous metalS.cveessavecnas 2-4 3 2~4 2 4 5 - - 0.5-1.3 0.9 5 4
Scrap, waste materisls, total.... 34 4 2-5 3 4 3 - - 0.7-3.8 1.3 6 4%
Iron, steel serap 46 5 2-6 4 8 4 - - 0.9-5.4 1.9 7 7
Waste materials.. 5-8 6 2-5 3 8 5 - - 0.8-3.6 1.5 g 5
BTN T o P . - - 2-6 4 7 7 - - 0.4-1.9 1.1 5 4
NONDURABLE -GOODS, TOTAL....cvvascieaceases| 0.9-1.4 13 0.5-0.9 0.7 1.4 0.9 - - - - - -
TOTAL (exeluding fawm products,
materials) ceivenesncresaenionn 0,8-1.1 0.9 «5=0.7 j]_.ﬁ 1.0 0.8 - - 0.4 1.7 1.3
Groceries and related products, total. 2-2 2 12 1 3 2 2-4 3 0.7 3 1
General-line groceries......ccveeeees 23 3 1-1 1 3 2 2-3 3 0.6 3 2
Voluntary groups... - - 1-1 1 4 3 - - 0.7 4 4
Retailer-eooperativ - - 1-2 1 4 3 - - 1.0 7 3
Nopaffilisted.t.u.e.s.s - - 1-2 2 5 3 - - 1.2 3 3
Specialty~line groceries 34 3 1-3 2 4 3 - - 1.0 6 5
Confectionery.eesaeens.. . 45 4 1-3 2 8 7 - - 1.3 7 A
Meat, meat products..... . 510 6 14 2 3 4 - - 4.5 10 3
Poultry, poultry productS...... wee 4ny 5 1-6 2 6 5 - - 2.7 11 g
Fresh fruit, vegetable..ceeeeeesoncecs eense 3-8 4 2-6 2 9 6 - - 1.0-4.6 2.2 i2 ‘9
Beer, wine, distilled aleccholic beverages,
34 3 1-2 1 4 4 57 6 0.8-1.8 1.1 7 [
2-5 3 1-2 1 4 2 - - 1.4-3.3 2.2 4 5
46 5 1-2 2 5 5 7-8 7 0.9-2.3 1.3 8 6
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, tobal...... 2<3 2 1-2 1 2 2 2-3 2 0.4-1.0 0.5 2 1
Drugs, drug proprietaries, drugglsts !

sundries....... teseseraneds . 34 3 1-3 1 3 3 2-3 2 0.3-0.9 0.5 3 2

General-line drugs . - - 1-1 - 2 1 - - 0.1-0.4 0.3 2 2
Paints, vernishes . 3-8 4 1-3 2 8 5 - - 0.5-1.9 0.8 3 3
Gther chemicels, allied products. . 3-6 4 2-3 2 6 io - - 0.5-3.8 1.1 17 A

Tobacco, tobacco products..... . 24" 3 11 1 3 2 - - 0.6-2.7 0.8 PA 3
Dry goods, apparel, total.ee.esesees censressen 2-3 2 1-3 2 3 2 - - 0.4-1.4 0.8 4 3
Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie,

TOOTWEET casearenerrrsennones . 3-6 4 2-5 4 7 5 - - 1.0-2.2 1.3 7 7
Dry goods, motlons. ] 4 2~ 3 5 5 - - 0.5-1.9 0.9 7 4
Piece goods COMVETtErS.cessescsannssenannas . - - 1-3 2 5 4 - - 0.3-1.3 0.7 - -

Paper, paper products (exeluding wallpaper) R
£081 4 nnennnns cemeeeens . 4 23 3 1-3 2 3 4 3-5 4 0.4-2.8 0.6 4 3
Paper. 2-3 3 12 2 4 3 34 4 0.6-1.3 o. 2 3
Stationery, office suppl es = - 4-16 7 - - - - - - - -

Farm produets (raw materials), total R - - 2-5 3 NA 5 - - - - - -
Cotton..... . - - 3.6 6 NA 9 - - - - - _
Grain. . - - 2-5 3 NA 4 - - - - - -

Other nondm‘eble goeds, total.. . - - 1-3 2 4 4 -~ - 0.4-1.6 1.0 6 4
Amusement, sporting goodS.... 3-6 4 27 4 5 5 - - 0.8-2.2 1.2 4 4
Books, magazipes, newspapers. . 34 3 14 2 3 3 - - 0.2-2.0 0.8 8 5
Comliivensanans . 2-6 3 1=3 2 4 4 - - 0.94.2 1.7 12 11
Farm supplies.. teieenennan 4=11 5. 2-9 3 7 7 - = 1.1-5.4 2.1 10 8
Note:

previous month) are based on 10 measurements from March ‘through December 1961.

NA Not available.

The sampling error of the monthly sales and :Lmrentory estimates (final estimates) and of “the trend

ratios (preliminary current month to final
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DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSINESS

All kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers operate
are represented in this survey. The kinds of business shown
in this report parallel broad classiflications shown in the
1957 edition of the Standard Tndustrial Classification (SIC)
Manual and used in the 1958 Cemsus of Business. Fach estab-
lishment in this Survey has been assigned a kind-of-buginess
classification based upon its trade designation and an ana-
lysis of its sales by commodity lines as reported to the
Bureau of the Census. A description of each kind-of-business
classification in this report is given below.

DURABLE GOODS

Motor Vehicles, Automotive Equipment
(SIC 501)

Automobiles, other motor vehicles (SIC 5012).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of new
and used passenger automobiles and other motor vehicles.
Dealers primarily engaged in selling road-type commercial
trucks, truck-tractors » truck-trailers, buses, semitrailers )
and related vehicles are included. Automotive establishments
primarily engaged in selling at retail to individual con-
sumers for personal use, and also selling a limited amount
of new and used passenger automobiles and trucks at whole-
sale, are classified in retail trade.

Automotive equipment, tires and tubes (SIC 5013 plus 5014 )—-
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of mew and used automotive parts and accessories;
£111ing station and garage service equipment (SIC 5013);
also establishments primarily engaged in thewholesale distri-
bution of rubber tires and tubes for passenger and commercial
vehieles (SIC 5014).

Electrical Goods
(SIC 506)

Electrical supplies, apparatus (SIC 5062 plus 5063).--
Establishments primarily engaged in the vixilesale distribution
of electrical wiring supplies and comstruction materials H
electrical apparatus and equipment. Where such establishments
are also engaged in the wholesale distribution of major elec-
trical appliances such as radio sets ;> television sets, re-
frigerators, and freegers , they are classified as general-
line electrical supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5062).
If not also engaged in distribution of major electrical
appliances, they are classified as specialty-line electrical
supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5063).

Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts,

all other types of hard and soft surface floor coverings;
and all other general home furnishings and homewares.

Hardware; Plumbing and Heating Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 507)

Hardware (SIC 5072).--Establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of hardware ; establishments pri-
marily selling automotive hardware are classified inSIC 501.

Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies (SIC 5074).--Es-
‘tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of plumbing and heating equipment and supplies to be install-
ed in residential and commercial buildings.

Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment, supplies
5077) . ~~Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale
distribution of air conditioning, refrigeration, and venti-
lating eguipment and supplies, except self-contained air-
conditioning units--SIC Code 506.

(s1ic

Lumber, Construction Materials

(Part of SIC 509)

Lumber, millwork (part of SIC 5098) . —-Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution o rough, dressed
and finished lumbér; plywood; door and window frames (wooden

or metal), and all other varieties of wooden and metal mill-
work.

Construction materials (part of SIC 5098).-~Establishments
primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of such’ building
materials as brick, building stone, cement, granite, gravel,
lime, marble, plaster, window glass, roofing materials » and
sand; ready-mix concrete distributors are not inecluded in
this group but are classified as manufacturers (SIC 3273).

Machinery, Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 508)

Commercial,

(SIC 5082):

Commercial machines, equipment (part of ‘SIC 5082). -~Es-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of office, store, and business machines and equipment (ex-
cept furniture); commercial food-service equipment and sup-
plies; fountain and store fixtures and equipment; and tanks,
pumps, compressors, etc., for marketing petroleum products.

industrial  machinery, equipment, supplies

Construction machinery, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--

equipment (SIC 5064 plus _ 5065).—-Kstablishmenis primarily
engaged in the vwholesale distribution of radio and tele-
vision sets, self-contained air-conditioning units, and
household electrical appliances. Gas clothes dryers and gas
household refrigerators are included here (SIC 5064). Also
establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of electronic parts and equipment, such as radio and tele-
vision receiving and transmitting, and industrial electronie
tubes; electronic intercommunication equipment; radio parts
and accessories; and electronie sound equipment (SIC 5065).

Fumiture, Home Furnishings
" (Part of SIC 509)

Furniture--household, office (part of SIC 5097) . ~-Eatab-
lishments primarily engaged 1in wholesale distribution of
household furniture » inc¢luding bedsprings, ' mattresses and
all such component parts 5 office furniture, professional
furniture, public furniture (for public parks and buildings,
ete. ).

Home furnishings, floor coverings (part of SIC 5097). —-
Establishments primarily engaged in +the wholesale distri-
bution of antiques, china, glassware » @nd earthenware; curtains
and draperies; table linens, towels; carpets, linoleum, and

Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale disiri-
bution of cranes, excavating machinery and equipment » pover
shovels; road construction and maintenance machinery, tractor
mounted equipment, and other construction machinery and
equipment.

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies (part of SIC
5082) . ~-Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale
distribution of such industrial machinery and parts as
metal-working tools; food products manufacturing machinery

.and equipment; dairy products manufacturing machinery; oil

well machinery and supplies; industrial fans ; industrial
tractors and trailers; and other industrial machinery, parts
and attachments. Also establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of abrasives and materials; rope
and cordage; mechanical rubber goods; welding supplies;
mechanical power +transmission equipment; industrial valves
and fittings; industrial leather; used drums, barrels , and
other metal containers which have been cleaned or reprocess—
ed; also other special or general industrial supplies such
as industrial storage batteries » bort, industrial diamonds s
and miscellaneous mill supplies.

Professional equipment, supplies (SIC 5086) .~-Establish—
ments primarily engaged inm the wholesale distribution of
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mechanical devices and other equipment used by dentists,
physicians, surgeons, veterinarians, optometrists, osteo-
paths, and other like professional groups.

Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses.--Establish~
ments primarily engaged in selling surgical and mediecal
instruments; doctors apparatus and equipment; orthopedie
appliances; artificial 1imbs; operating room and other
hospital equipment, X-ray machines and accessories and
other sclentific instruments wused by physicians and in
hospitals.

Service-establishment equipment, supplies (SIC 5087) .-
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of equipment and supplies for barber shops, beauty
parlors, power laundries, dry cleaning plants, janitors,
shoe vrepairers, wupholsterers, undertakers, and related
service establishments.

Other machinery, equipment, supplies (SIC 5083 plus 5088)
(not,_shown separately).—Establistments primsrily engaged in
wholesale distribution of agricultural machinery and equip~
ment for use in the preparation and maintenance of the soil,
the planting and harvesting of crops, and .other operations
and processes pertaining to work am the farm orin the garden;
and dalry farm machineryand equipment (SIC 5083); also estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
transportation equipment, supplies (except motor vehicles),
including air, marine, and railroad transportation equip-
ment and supplies (SIC 5088).

Metals, Metalwork (except scrap)

{Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel, and products (part of SIC 5091).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of iron
and steel products--bars, rods, plates, sheet, wire, mnails,
spikes, shapes, pipe, tubing, containers, ete.

Nonferrous metals (part of SIC 5091) .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in wholesdle distribution of nonferrous metals
{except precious metals)-—copper, brass, aluminum, ete.-~and
miseellaneous nonmetallic minerals.

Scrap and Waste Materials
(Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel serap (part of SIC 5093) .—-Establishments pri~
marily engaged in assembling; breaking up, sorting and whole—
sale distribution of all forms of serap iron and steel.
This industry includes auto wreckers engaged in dismantling
automobiles for scrap. Those dismantling used cars for the
sale of parts are not ineluded here.

Waste materials (part of SIC 5093) .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of nonferrous
scrap (but not smelting, except for pot-melting of lead) a
wide variety of scrap materials or a particular line of
serap materials such as waste paperand waste paper products;
wiping cloth, waste rags, textile waste, linters; scrap
ribber; ete.

Jewelry
(Part of SIC 509)

Jewelry (part of SIC 5099).--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of jewelry including precious
stones and metals, costume jewelry, clocks, silverware, etec.

NONDURABLE GOODS.

Croceries and Related Products

(SIC 504)

General-line groceries (SIC 5042).--Establishments engaged
in the wholesale distribution of a general line of groceries——
canned foods, coffee, flour, sugar, tea, spices, ete. Vol-

untary group wholesalers, retailer-cooperative warehouses,
and cash-and-carry depots are included, as well as nonaffil-
iated general-line grocery wholesalers.

Specialty-line groceries (SIC 5043 plus 5046 plus 5049) .~
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distrib-
ution of dairy products such as butter; cheese, ice cream
and ices, and fluid milk and cream (SIC 5043). Also estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
(but not packaging) of fresh, cured (but not canned) fish
and seafoods  (SIC 5046); and establishments engaged in ‘the
distribution of groceries and related products not elsevhere
classified suchas bakery products, breakfast cereals, canned
goods, green or roasted coffee, flour, fruit peel, packaged
frozen foods, oleomargarine, pickles, preserves, jams, jellies,
sauces, spices, refined sugar, tea, and yeast (SIC 5049).
Establishments primarily engaged in roasting and shelling
nuts, in the wholesale distribution of soft drinks, and in
bottlingand distributing natural springend mineral watersare
also clasgified in this industry. Establishments primarily
engagedin pasteurizing, bottlingand selling milk; preparation
of fresh or frozen packaged fish or other seafood; shucking
of oysters; or bottlingand selling soft drinksare classified
as manufacturers, mnot here. Likewlse, establishments pri-
marily engaged in roasting coffee, blending tea, and in
grinding and packaging spices are classified as manufacturers.

Confectionery (SIC 5045)--Establishments primarily engaged
in the wholesale distributionofr confectionery, such as candy,
chewing gum, salted nuts, popeorn, and fountain syrups.

Meat, meat products (SIC 5047) .~-Establishments primarily
engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh, cured, and
processed (but not carmed) meats and lard.

Poultry, poultry products (SIC 5044).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of poultry and
poultry producte. Establishments primarily engaged in kill-
ing, dressing, and selling poultry are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Fresh fruits, fresh vegetables (SIC 5048).--Establishments
primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh
fruits, vegetables, berries, etc.

Beer, Wine, Distilled Alcoholic Beverages
(Part of SIC 509)

Beer (part of SIC 5095).-~Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distribution of beer, ale, porter, and other
fermented malt liquors.

Wines, distilled spirits (part of SIC 5095).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of dis—
tilled spirits, including neutral spirits and ethyl alcohol
used in blending, wines, and distilled liquids.

Drugs, Chemicals, Allied Products
(SIC 502)

Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries (SIC 5022).
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribu-
tion of drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries, and
tolletries. For surgical, medical, and hospital supply
houses see SIC Code 5086.

General-line drugs.--Establishments engaged in selling a
full line of drugs, pharmaceuticals, proprietary medicines,
druggists' rubber goods, cosmetics, toiletries, drug sun-
dries, and related merchandise. Cooperatives and voluntary
group wholesalers handling a full line of drugs are also
ineluded in this classification. ILiquor departments of
drug wholesalers, however, are ineluded with "wine, dis-
t1lled spirits" (part of SIC 5095).
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Paints, varnishes (SIC 5028 )--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in the wholesale distribution of paints and vernishes
in paste @ powder form or ready for use. Glass and wallpaper
are frequently handled as important secondary lines.

Other chemicals, allied products (SIC 5029).--Establish~
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of in-
dustrial chemicels such as acids, ammonia, industrial and
heavy chemicals, dyestuffs, industrial salts, insecticides,
naval stores, plastic | materials, rosin, turpentine, and re-
lated products. Establishments primarily engaged in distrib-
uting ammunition and fireworks at wholesale are classified
in SIC 5099.

Tobacco

(Part of SIC 509)

Tobacco, tobaceo products (SIC 5094) .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in wholesale distribution of manufactured
tobacco products--cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco. Mar~
keters of leaf tobacco are classified in SIC Industry 5051.

Dry Goods, Apparel
(SIC 503)

Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear (SIC
5035 plus 5039).--Establistments primarily engaged in the
wholesale distribution of apparel and accessories, hosiery,
lingerie (SIC 5035); and establishments primarily engaged in
‘the wholesale distribution of footwear of leather, rubber,
and other materials (SIC 5039). Clothing jobbers having
garments made on contract by others are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Dry goods, potions (part of SIC 5032).~-Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of dry goods,
and notions. Establishments primarily engaged in selling
textile home furnishings (curtains, draperies, domestics,
ete.) are included in "Home furnishings, floor -coverings,™
SIC 5097.

. Piece goods converters (part of SIC 5032) .~~Establishments
primarily engaged in purchasing textiles in the gray or un-
finished form, having them dyed and/or finished by others,
usually on-a conmtract basis, and selling +o the cutting-up
trade, garment makers, wholesalers, or retailers. Converters
operating bleaching, dyeing, and finishing plants are not
considered as merchant wholesalers.

Paper, Paper Products, Excépl Wallpaper
(Part of SIC 509)

Paper {part of SIC 5096) .--Establishments engaged in whole~
sale distribution of fine and coarse paper and products, in-
cluding writing paper, emvelope paper, groundwood, printing
and rotogravure paper, wrapping paper, paperboard, cello-
phane, and converted paper produets such as bags, boxes,
dishes, napkins, shipping supplies.

Stationery, office supplies (part of SIC 5096).--Estab-
lishments -primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
commercial stationery; office supplies including enmvelopes,
‘typewriter and mimeograph paper, file cardsend folders, pens,
calendars, ete,; social stationery, ineluding envelopes.

Farm Products--Raw Materials

(SIC 505)

Cotton (part of SIC 505).—~Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of raw cotton and cotton
linters. ’

Grain (part of SIC 505).—-Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distributionof corn, wheat, cats, sorghum, soy-
beans, barley, and other grains. Grain exporters and grain
elevators buying and selling grain are ineluded here as well
as other grain merchants.

Other farm products (part of SIC 505) (not shown separately)
Establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of livestock such as ecattle, calves, hogs, sheep, lembs,
goats, and miscellaneous farm products such as leaf tobacco;
hides, skins, and pelis; horses and mules; bristles; broom~
corn; feathers; hops; hair; moss; unroasted peanuts, oil
kernels, oil nuts, raw silk; straw, vegetable fibers, etec.

QOther Nondurgble Goods
(Part of SIC 509)

Amusement, sporting goods (part of SIG 5099).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of all
types of amusement and sporting goods and accessories--bil-
lard and pool supplies; cameras and photographic equipment;
coin-operated game machines; games, toys; etc.

Books, magazines, newspapers (part of SIC 5099).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
books, lithographed matter, magazines, newspapers, and all
other forms of reading material.

Coal (part of SIC 5091).--Establighments primarily engaged
in the vholesale distribution of coal and coke. Ineluded
are establishments which have products shipped direct from
mine to customer, and establishments operating yerds and
dock space, and making deliveries +therefrom at wholesale as
well as other coal merchants.

Farm supplies (part of SIC 5099)--Establishments primarily
engaged in wholesale distribution of animal feeds, ferti-
lizers, agricultural chemicals, seeds, and other farm Sup-
plies. .

Other products (part of SIC 5099) (not shown separately).—-
Establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of:

Petroleum products (except bulk stations, terminals)
including liquefied petroleum gases; petroleum products
such as gasoline, lubricants, fuel oil, This classification
differs from SIC Industry 5092 in +that establistments in-
cluded here do not have storage capacity for bulk liquid
products.

Gifts, art goods, greeting cards including ‘souvenirs,
novelties, and similar products. '

Flowers, bulbs, plants including cut flowers,
plants, and florigts!
stock, ete.

potted
supplies; bulbs, plantings, nursery

Other miscellaneous products including advertising nov-
elties and specialties; timber products suchas ties, logs;
cordwood, wooden barrels, crates, sawdust, and other forest
products except lumber; saddlery and other leather products
(except footwear, apparel, and belting); industrial yarn;
musical instruments, musicians' supplies, records; textiles,

canvass products, felt, burlap (bags); basic food and
beverage materials as malt, hops, raw sugar, industrial
molasses; wallpaper; a general line of merchandise; and

specialty lines not included elsewhere such as cork, animal
and vegetable oils, crude rubber, etc.
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SALES

April 1962 salesof merchant wholesalers, estimated
at $11.8 billion, dropped 2 percent below March sales
but were 9 percent above April sales a year ago.
Cumulative sales for the first four months of 1962
totaled $46.1 billion, an increase of 7 percent over
sales in the comparable period of 1961.

Sales in the durable goods +trades, totaling $5.1
billion in April, were up 2 percent over the March
level and 14 percent above April 1961 sales. Non-
durable goods sales, at $6.7 billion, dropped 5 per-
cent below their previous month sales level but were
5 percent above sales a year ago. For the first
four months of 1962, the durable goods trades showed
an 11 percent gain over sales in the comparable 1961
period, while the nondurable goods trades indicated
a 4 percent increase,

The number of trades reporting decreases from March
sales was somewhat larger +than the number reporting
increases. However, +the more substantial changes
occurred among the trades reporting increases. Large
gains over March sales were registered by construe-
tion machinery, equipment distributors (34%), con-
struction materials wholesalers (18%), and air con-
ditioning, refrigeration equipment distributors
(17%). Sharp declines during this period were re-
corded bycotton merchants (27%), jewelry wholesalers
(15%), and nonferrous metals -distributors . (13%).
Almost all trades indicated gains over a year ago,
the largest inereases being reported by construction
machinery, equipment distributors (40%) and indus-
trial machinery, equipment distributors (39%). Cotton
merchants, with sales down 23 percent, and iron,
steel scrap dealers, with sales off 21 percent, showed
the sharpest declines from a year ago.

Five geographic divisions experienced sales de-
clines from the previous month, three indicated gains
and one--New England--showed no change from March
sales. Compared with a year ago, sales gains ranging
from 3 to 14 percent were reported in all geographic
divisions except +the West South Central Divisidnm,
which experienced a slight (1%) decline.

INVENTORIES

Inventories of merchant vwholesalers, excluding farm
products (raw materials) merchants,estimated at $13.1
billion at the end of April, were unchanged from the
previous month level but were slightly (1%) above
stocks on hand a year ago. Stocks in the durable
goods trades were also unchanged during +the month
but indicated a 2 percent increase over their year-
ago level. Nondurable goods stocks declined slightly
(1%) below the level of March stocks but were up 1
percent over last April.

Small changes from previous month inventory levels
were reported by most trades. Coal wholesalers, with
inventories down 19 percent, indicated the sharpest
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decline for the fourth consecutive month. The prin-
cipal increase .over year-ago stocks was recorded by
surgical, medical, hospital supplies - distributors
(up 23 percent); the sharpest decline by coal whole-
salers (down 38 percent).

The April 1962 stock-sales ratio for merchant whole-

salers was 119 percent, up 1 point over March 1962
but down 10 points from the April 1961 stock-sales
ratio. The April 1962 stock-sales ratio of durable

goods wholesalers was 158 percent (down 19 points
from April of a year ago) compared with the nondur-
able goods .ratio of 85 percent (down 5 points from
April of a year ago).

GENERAL

Data in this report are based on a probability sam-
ple, representative of all merchant wholesalers in
the country. A description of the sample design, the
estimating procedure, and approximate measures of
the reliability of the data are ineluded on pages 10

to 12. These data are not adjusted for rumber of
days in the month nor for seasonal or price fluec-
tuations.



Table 1. ESTIMATED MONTHLY SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: APRIL 1962

(Millions of dollars)

! 7
tal
1962 ; 1961 °
Kind of business H 4 mos.
Jan. | Feb. Mar.® Apr.2t Apr. Mey June | July Aug. | Sept. | Oct. Nov. | Dec. 1962 | 1961
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL....... | 11,441,10,760 |12,085 |11,845110,891 {11,856 [11,963 (13,052 |12,444]11,767 |12,717 |12,652{11,916 | 46,121{43,197
TOTAL (excluding farm products, rew

materdals)..eii e it e eeee, 110,438] 9,843 {11,151 {11,007110,031 10,967 |11,185(10,203 |11,390|10,835 {11,466 11,345110,791 | 42,430|39,482
DURABLE GOODS, TOLAL..«.vseunevnanenenne | 4,6001 4,406 | 5,021 | 5,112 4,494 | 4,915 | 5,093] 4,593 | 5,181] 4,929 | 5,272 | 5,059] 4,691 |19,13817,174
Motor vehicles, automotive equipinent, total. 643 614 684 694 643 674 705 659 660 638 712 674 623 | 2,635] 2,460
Automobiles, other motor vehicles......... 20 221 251 242| 188 197 200 197 166 179 27 216 204 923 24
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes. 434 392 433 452 455 477 504 462 495 459 495 458 419 1,712} 1,737
Electrical goods, totel.v.eresssens .. €99 674 755 710 629 677 726 671 776 760 800 822 820 2,838] 2,578
Elecirical supplies, apperatus..........a. 290 285 317 324 285 314 314 299 340 311 342 343 335 1,216 1,103

Electirical appliences, TV, radio sets,
elecironic parts, equipment......cci.es.. 409 389 438 386 344 363 z2| 372 436 449 458 479 486 | 1,622] 1,475
Furniture, home furnishings, tot@l.e........ 234 230 256 249 232 249 244 213 273 250 285 272 248 968 896
Furniture-household, office...... . &3 64 68 67 67 72 el 62 80 69 79 71 70 262 253
Home furnishings, floor coverings......... m 166 188 181 166 177 167 150 1931 .180 206 201 178 706 643

Hardvare, plumbing, heating equipment,

supplies, t0tAL..vieieianiriiiiiiiineninaas 459 454 507 547 494 544 591 527 598 567 600 549 467 1,968 1,857
Hardware.......os.0s veean . 181 186 208 217 198 206 212 188 217 215 234 212 183 794 748
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies.. 233 222 245 268 238 273 303 274 312 230 308 285 236 968 8%

Lumber, construetion materials, totel....... 458 440 525 583 531 614 625 569 640 585 622 571 452 | 2,004 1,884
Lumber, mAlIWOrk...o.eveevariecnrnss 36 300 355 382 364 415 418 364 406 380 404 372 302 | 1,3507% 1,287
Construction materisls..........eu. 143 140 170 201 167 199 206 205 233 205 218 199 149 653 597

Machinery, equipment, supplies, total....... | 1,250| 1,182 | 1,354 | 1,463} 1,145 | 1,258 | 1,270 1,148 | 1,310] 1,252 | 1,286 | 1,249| 1,225 | 5,249] 4,407
Commercial, industrial, machinery equip-

ment, BUPPLIeS....eiirerrececronnenoonnre 911 854 967 | 1,049 777 878 883| 795 930) 888 901 897 890 | 3,781} 3,003

Construction machinery, equipment....... 151 154 140 241 172 207 186 167 192 191 175 170 155 725 59
Industrial machinery, equipment,

BUPPLIBB. .t vvee crnveiniienniniiaienas 669 617 695 705 508 |© 567 596 539 632 594 624 630 627 | 2,687 2,051
Professional equipment, supplies.......... 141 131 144 142 122 131 139 136 152 153 147 142 137 558 499
Service-establishment equipment, supplies. 106 99 115 119 102 107 110 104 114 10 121 115 105 439 4G0

Metals, metalwork (except serap), totel..... 508 468 572 528 456 507 543 461 527 502 531 519 493 © 2,074 11,768
Iron, steel, and ProfuctB.....ieveesssscnes 359 331 407 385 321 355 375 312 364 342 364 354 330 | L,48211,242
Nonferrous metelS..evsvensssunas earaesen 148 1137 165 143 135 i52 168 150 1e3 160 167 164 164 592 526

Serap, vaste materials, t0t8L...cvusiiinns.. 286( 277 289 2711 292 317 37| 285 305{ =289 328 296| 257 1,123 01,052
Iron, steel scrap, revaeaaeens 170 165 162 146 185 201 198 183 188 180 208 182 155 643 610
VWaste materials.cveeeeerareeoiinnrraninnns 116 112 127 125 106 116 119 m 117 109 120 114 102 489 441

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTALv+vsoussvsereeens | 6,840 6,355 | 7,064 | 6,733] 6,397 | 6,941 | 6,870 6,459 | 7,263 6,838 | 7,446 | 7,593| 7,225 |26,983 6,023
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw
materials)...ocieriiiiiniiiiainnenn, | 5,837 5,438 | 6,130 | 5,895 5,537 | 6,052 | 6,092 5,610 | 6,200] 5,907 | 6,194 | 6,286 6,100 |23,292 b2, 308

Groceries and related products, total....... | 2,495 {2,256 | 2,542 | 2,426 2,266 | 2,488 | 2,509 | 2,365 | 2,293| 2,356 | 2,432 | 2,485] 2,422 | 9,719} 9,135
General-line groceries...... . 876 816 884 846 77 835 857 801 865 838 864 880 839 | 3,421 | 3,17
Specialty-line groceries . 759 662 756 700 699 753 743 714 758 73 76 735 726 | 2,878 2,822
Confectionery...... . . 68 66 80 7% 66 71 Th 67 T4 7 ” 73 3 290 273
Meats, meet productS.....ee.... . 422 371 407 404 349 391 38v 368 404 389 419 417 399 | 1,605 | 1,3%
Poultry, poultry productS........ . 112 102 109 112 111 119 120 109 114 97 112 126 116 435 466
Fresh fruite, vegetabhles.......cvvvuienenn. 258 239 306 288 262 319 328 306 2781 248 242 255 268 | 1,091 1,002

Beer, wine, dlstilled elcoholic beverages,

7o 3 D S 529 535 631 602 567 653 675 601 676 635 661 748 811 | 2,299 2,177
BeOT veeararvanrnanianas s 203 201 235 248 225 275 307 294 309 267 247 241 241 887 866
Wine, distilled spirits.....c.cvvvveinines 327 334 3% 354 342 378 369 308 367 368 414 507 570 | 1,412{ 1,301

Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total.... 472 418 474 463 436 &4 468 419 483 473 491 487 438 | 1,827] 1,748
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists?

BUNATIES . e v et vt vt e sien i aaeaan 291 248 274 263 263 275 272 247 282 283 292 300 272 { 1,075 1,078
Painte, verniehes....vovsevneinans. . 24 23 28 31 .29 32 33 29 34 30 31 28 2?7 106 100
Other chemicals, allied productS.......... 158 147 171 169 144 167 163 143 168 160 167 159 143 645 570

‘Tobacco, tobaceo Pro@uCtSes.vmu e nraeennann 346 320 364 357 328 366 380 356 38z 365 368 368 380 { 1,397} 1,313

Dry goods, apparel, total....viinsieeciorann 550 545 625 598 514 549 561 510 638 583 655 649 533 | 2,318 2,156
Apparel and accessories, hosiery,

lingerie, footwear.. 217 227 262 246 198 218 213 227 291 262 287 293 241 952 883
Dry goods, nobionS......vivsirveninienannns 197 187 220 206 188 205 215 186 221 199 221 215 172 809 765

Paper, paper producis, excluding wallpaper,

B T 374 340 372 373 328 355 364 324 376 365 385 388 368 | 1,459 1,353

212 O N ceriesanasaas 305 278 313 307 277 294 307 271 312 300 318 319 295 | 1,202 1,130
Amusement, sporting goods........ecveeiranns 104 103 125 127 112 125 135 130 151 154 167 168 158 459 405
Books, magazines, newspepers 9 T4 &1 72 69 72 77 77 83 8L 84 82 82 307 295

71 65 67 63 59 59 60 56 64 65 71 68 68 266 264
162 168 217 218 214 203 182 143 147 141 142 132 136 764 767

P
i

! Finsl estimate. |
2 Preliminary estimate. '
Note:

See page 12,

Egtimating Procedures.

Merchant wholesalers total and group totals include data for some kinds of business not shown geparately. Detail may not add to toials due to

rounding.




SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
1960, 1361, AND 1962

1957-59 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100
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DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS




Table 2. ESTIMATED MONTHLY INVENTORIES OF MERCHANY WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS:

1961 AND 1962
(Millions of dollars)
1962 191
Kind of business
Jan. Feb. Mer.! | Apr.2 Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. | Oot. Yov. Dec.
MERCHANT VHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, raw materials)....eeveresrveneionses | 12,870 112,904 113,129 |13,109 {12,920 {13,012 | 13,011 | 12,984 | 13,013 | 13,028 {13,071 {13,008 | 12,781

DURABLE GGOODS, TOTAL. vuunveusscsscnssenseinnessns | 7,775 | 7,853 | 8,052 8,087 | 7,953 | 7,907| 7,891} 7,930 7,904 7,892 7,823 | 7,818 7,731

vevs | 1,260 | 1,369 | 1,193 | 1,189 | 1,226 | 1,221 1,299} 1,181 31,1681 1,074 1,154 | 1,140 | 1,132
...... 91| 9| 92 922 | 9s1] 9s8| 920| 928] 920] 932| o9m 893 891

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total......
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes...

Electrical goods, totel.....

1,157 { 1,187 { 1,204 | 1,209 | 1,199 | 1,184] 1,203 )] 1,182} 1,169 | 1,194 | 1,200} 1,186 1,135
Electrical supplies, apparatus. cheee 458 458 471 475 469 4T 464 469 459 478 475 482 446
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic .

DATES, CQUIPIMEIE .« s s nens cannnnonoronsnsanansioen 700 730 733 734 730 713 739 73 721 715 726 704 689
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total.. 1,023 | 1,046 | 1,067 | 1,073 | 1,096 1,11271 1,102 1,115{ 1,068 1,078 | 1,057 | 1,037 1,000
Hardware......... Ceeseeaseaies . . 434 445 450 447 448 455 449 449 438 440 430 420 413
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies........,.. 503 515 527 535 544 553 552 563 533 543 533 524 50L
Mechinery, equipment, supplies, total.....cevieicians 2,185 | 2,158 1 2,255 | 2,274 | 2,129 | 2,128 | 2,150 2,181 | 2,173 | 2,160}.2,179 | 2,200 2,201
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies.......... 905 903 964 966 868 863 875 910 903 897 897 926 912
Metals, metalwork (except serap), t0t8l.ecenevenenoes 927 956 | %3 979 863 847 8l6 837 875 873 851 876 910
Iron, steel, end ProductS......coeeecnsseseansasnes 769 194 804 816 7i2 704 682 687

726 =7 706§ 722 755
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm ’
products, raw materials)...

.
vesrer | 5,005 5,050 | 5,078 | 5,022 | 4,967 | 5,105 5,121 | 5,054} 5,109} 5,136 | 5,248 | 5,280 | 5,050

Groceries and related products, total.....swesvenen.. | 1,405 1 1,409 | 1,410} 1,368 | 1,344 | 1,383 1,379 1,321
General-line groceries.......ceveeen.

1,336 1,341 | 1,392 | 1,407 | 1,407

ibeedesienean 691 700 77 700 661 666 668 €53 647 662 709 717 694

Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, total..... 674 653 668 688 668 712 710 699 705 733 780 783 650
Wine, distilled spiritg...c..eccruneinarorannnenns 551 530 529 542 513 550 545 528 550 583 631 641 528
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, totalis.....ceeees 603 | 605 608 |- 611 603 605 601 610 617 607 623 610 595
Drugs, drug proprietaries, durggists' sundries..... 412 | 408 410 411 413 407 404 418 420 418 428 420 404
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, totsl.... 366 367 37 386 386 375 371 379 390 374 370 380 383
-1 4T T T T 299 3031 311 319 307 296 297 307 305 296 297 305 312

See footnotes below table 3.

Table 3. STOCK~-SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962

{Percent)
1962 1961
Kind of business
Jan., Feb. Mar.' | Apr.? | Apr. May June July Aug, Sept. Oct. Nov. Dee.
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm .

products, raw materials).cveeerecscrocererasns 123 131 118 119 129 119 116 127 114 120 114 115 118
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL. aernsereasosncserinsnsarans 169 178 160 158 177 161 155 173 153 160 148 155 165
Hotor vehicles, sutomotive equipment, total.......... 181 190 174 171 191 181 170 179 177 184 162 169 182
Automotive equipment, tires, fubeS.....ccvienviiaen 210 235 213 203 209 201 184 201 186 203 183 195 213
Electrical goods, total....cceismininnvoorvnnrccainns 166 176 159 170 91 175 163 174 152 157 150 144 138
Electricel supplies, apparatiS.....eesssceseesaross 158 161 149 147 165 150 148 157 135 154 139 141 133

Electricel appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic
DATES, CQUIDIEIIN. s s vt annaessrnssneesosnassvnsnes 171 187 167 190 212 196 173 187 165 159 158 147 142
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total.. 223 231 210 196 222 204 186 212 179 190 176 189 214
HardWware. . ceveossonseecacrassrnsoassecarinennoncins 240 239 216 206 226 ' 221 212 239 202 204 184 198 226
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies........... 216 232 215 200 229 203 182 205 171 187 173 184 212
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total.... 175 182 167 155 186 169 169 190 166 173 169 176 180
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies.......... 135 146 139 137 17 152 147 169 143 151 144 147 141
Metals, metalwork (except serap), totalisvscoecvse.s 183 204 168 185 189 168 152 132 166 174 160 169 184
Iron, steel, and productsS.......c..... N 214 240 198 212 222 198 186 220 199 212 194 204 229

NONDURABLE ‘GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm .

products, rav materials)....svesssonoscrrosirnns 87 93 g3 85 20 84 84 20 82 87 85 84 83
Groceries and related products, total..v...veseuives 56 62 55 56 59 56 55 56 54 57 57 57 58
General-1ing grocerieS....eseeerceercesronscanrnenes el 86 81 83 85 80 78 82 75 79 82 82 83
Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, total..... 127 122 106 114 118 1. 1051 116 104 115 118 105 80
Wine, distilled SPITitS..vveeserrnvcrieenienennnens 168 159 134 153 150 146 148 172 152 159 152 127 ©93
Drugs, chemicals, allled products, total............. 128 145 128 132 138 128 128 146 128 128 127 125 136
Drugs, drug proprieteries, druggists' sundries..... 142 165 150 156 157 148 149 170 149 148 146 140 148
Paper, paper products, exeluding wallpaper, total.... 98 108 101 104 118 106 102 117 104 102 96 98 104
PEDET . ¢ v 0 0ot mensenesosrtessonvacscsocosnsonssssson 28 - ,1_‘09. 100 104 111 101 101 113 98 98 23 96 106

! Finel estimate. !
2 preliminary estimate. 4 See page 12, Estimating Procedure.

Note: Merchant wholesalers total end group totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. Detail may not add to totals due to rounding.




SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1960, 1361, AND 1962
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Table 4  PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: APRIL 1962

Kind of business

Sales

Inventories,

end-of-month

(at cost)

April 1962 frome- 4 mos. April 1962 from--
1962

. April Merch f; o April Mareh

1961 1962 1961 1961 1962

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL....cceeeeervcvnoonsenacens +9 -2 +7 x) {x)

TOTAL {excluding farm products, raw materials).s.eeveessseecsercssssesscsscanannes +10 ~1 +7 +1 0
DURABLE -GOODS, TOTALs s se e v nionesoononoesesnsassnssosnessvnetsenssessasasnensassnanss +14 +2 +11 +2 9
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, BOBAL 1 s et vaesonannensnnsnsnsonsesansosnsnessonens +8 +2 +7 -3 0
Automobiles, other motor vehicleS......... tabersneeranees 529 -3 +28 -4 0
Automotive equipment, tires, tUDES.....uscrirsctiartaoseerescerasacassnssacnsborassnnn -1 +h -1 -3 g
Flectrical goods, total...... +13 -6 +10 +1 0
Electrical supplies, apParabluS.e.v.esrersversscrsoctossstanvanons +14 +2 +10 ++1 +1
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, equipment.....cccveveicenennns +12 ~12 +10 +1 0
Furniture, home fUrnishings, BOBAL.-c.ccrereceacacenancssaronsvoronsosesonaneessonsnnrss +7 -3 +8 -3 ~h
Furniture~household, office...... . ceine +1 -1 +4 ~14 -2
Home furnishings, floor coverings.. Cesbersmeaensraersannnn +9 -3 +10 0 ~4
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, t0B81...ccvevervennrercnrmrssnsmensnsan +11 +8 +6 -2 +1
HOrdUaT .t vrarensetatnccnnsiraonrreoncstonrrannanane +10 +4 +6 0 -1
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies..... +12 +9 +8 -2 +2
Alr conditioning, refrigeration equiyment, supplies.... +7 +17 -3 -14 +1
Lumber, construction materials, Hotal..ueerereanresssasesonscseancrssasosnssnssscasnonsne +10 +11 +6 -6 +1
Lumber, ‘BillWOrK..veseeceesenaans +5 +8 +5 -10 +1
Conetruction materialsceescseeserstivsnsrcsesssrvsanusasenorsnsonsvsannnses +20 +18 +9 0o (4]
Machinery, equipment, supplies, totaleceivissccaraseecnrnsisssonsnasns +28 +8 +19 +7 +1
Commerclal, industrial meachinery, equipment, supplies +35 +8 +26 +4 +1
Commercial machines, equipment...iecveiivnsrsneecsnes +5 +10 +4 [¢] 0
Construction machinery, equipment.....ec... +40 +34 +22 =7 +2
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies +39 +2 +31 +11 0
Professional equipment, supplies... +17 -1 +12 +11 +3
Surgical, medical, hospitel supplies.. +9 -7 +15 +23 +2
Service-establishment equipment, sUPPlieS.svsseesescrcnsnsncacscsceses +16 +3 +10 +17 -2
Metals, metalwork (except serap), total........... . +16 -8 +17 +13 +2
Iron, steel, and producis. . +20 -5 +19 +15 +2
NONEETTOUS METALE . v sreinrntusoonsontsrantonassessessoossensoeasssnsanssssessensssneen +6 -13 +13 +8 +2
Serap, waste materials, 'I:otal.....‘.......................... Pasaarsasenennnsenesananse -7 -6 +7 T.10 Til
Iron, Steel SCTAP....eses. reeerbeeanan ~21 -9 +5 17 0
+17 -2 +9 +5 T+2

JEBUE LTy oo an s seneoanaoannuasasonessosssssonnneorsssesasssossesesasssneanesssasossescsansan ~7 -15 +2 +2 +1
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL. .. eevenvversereesassnsenannenson 45 -5 +4 (x) x)
TOTAL (excluding farm Products, Taw MELEILALE) veursessssessssenessnsassonessannsns +6 ~4 4 +1 -1
Groceries and related Products, tOLAL.eessessessssscssessesssonessnsssnsosann +7 ~5 +6 +2 -3
General-line grocerieS..cceescese. +9 ~4 +8 +6 -2
Voluntary groups..... +6 6] +4 +7 -1
Retailer cooperatives. +10 ~8 +11 +5 -2
Nonaffiliated........ +10 -5 +9 +6 b
Specialty-line groceries 5] -7 +2 +1 -3
Confectionery...ovaueneanans +15 -5 +6 0 +1
Meats, meat produsts. +16 -1 +15 -8 -8
Poultry, poultry produs +1 +2 -7 -12 -4
+10 -6 +9 -17 -5

+6 -5 +6 +3 +3

Beeriessaa. ervabass +10 +6 +2 -6 +5
Wine, distilled spirits.‘.., +3 -11 +8 +6 +2
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, tOtalieieesssesnssceces Ts6 «2 +5 +1 0
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' supplies To Toh o -1 0
General-line ArugS..ceveeenscrennnsossaosenas +2 -3 +3 0 0
Paints, varnishes...vcvevsescconen cennaae +8 +11 +6 -6 +2
Other chemicals, 81116d PrOdULTB.csceatveriestoererscsssonessacnsosessssssasssnssssene +17 -1 +13 +9 +1
TODACCO, LODACCO PIOAURTS « 4 venssernseesnsannsonsessssssssansssssssesesnncennsonoossnrnes +9 -2 +6 +3 0
Dry goods, apparel; t0taL.seseecsesseacescenseonsstarsosearsnsassssonasssasannssassssnnns +16 -l +8 -6 -3
Apparel srd accessories, hoslery, lingerie, footwear.... +24 -6 +8 -3 -6
Dry goods, NObIONB.sesssessvressressnassseessenconnnns .. +9 -6 +6 11 -1
Piece GOOAS CONVETEOTS . cursureaseontosnsssscsssosacsssascnsnsnenssasorsssenssnsonssnon +14 +1 +10 (x) (x)
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, tOBALl..esesensvsemcesascasses [ +13 [¢] +8 4] +3
PP et vrvaesanenarnsscanoscesenresenasennnnnnnnn +10 ~1 +6 +3 +3
Stationery, office supplies..........‘....................... (x) x) +15 (X (X)
Farm products, raw materials.....cveeecesenresosscacsncnns -3 -10 -1 Eﬁg ixg
=23 27 =11 X X

+4 -8 +3 x) (x)

-2 -4 -3 +5 ~2

Amusement, sporting goods.... +13 +2 +13 +6 +5
Books, magazines, newspapers. +5 ~11 +4 +3 +1
Coal.. .. +6 -7 +1 ~38 -19
Farm BUPDPLL@B st uussnteanetteniemaeeiorsstnseosssssonascnsrsossusanssonnenesssonsesnns +2 0 0 +5 -10

T Revised since Advance Releage dated May 31, 1962.
X Withheld due to extreme variability of reported data or a high nonresponse rate.
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Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENIORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELEGTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

APRIL 1962

Kind of business and geographic division
(see map page 6

Sales

Inventories,
end-of-month

(at cost)

April 1962 from—- 4 months April 1962 from—
1962
from
April March April March
4 months

1961 1962 1961 1961 1962
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL* +9 -2 +7 41 [¢]
New England..c.veenenn . +7 4] +8 +6 +1
Middle Atlantic.... +6 % +6 o V]
Eagt North Central... +14 +1 +10 +2 -1
West North Central... +3 3 +2 0 ~2
South Atlantic..... +14 ~4 +13 +7 +1
East South Central. +5 4 0 -6 -1
-1 =7 [¢X -6 0
. +10 +% 4 +1 +1
Pacific.ciesicienensnnvenonn . +11 =3 +9 +5 +1
Automotive equipment, tire, tube WholesBlerS.aieescvsnvessosnsossnacnnas temsereasareens =1 +4 -1 -3 0
Middle AtlantiC.cserenseoarnonresncearseannns . -1 +6 -9 +11 -1
Eagt North Central. . (x) +5 -2 (x) -1
West North Central.... . {x) +7 ~10 (x) 0
South Atlantic...... . (x) 2 -1 (x) x)
East South Central. . (x) (X} +1 (x) 2
West South Central. . +8 +2 +6 (x) (X)
Mountaine...eevse . (x) +5 x) (x) (x)
-3 +7 -1 (x) 0
+14 +2 +10 +1 +1
(x) -2 [63] (x) 0
+9 -7 +13 +3 -1
+10 +3 +7 =5 +1
+5 +11 -3 +1 0
South Atlantic.... +13 +3 +9 ~15 +
East South Central (x) (x) +12 +16 +1
Vest South Central (x) +7 +8 +2 +2
Mountain,.....ve. (x) +3 +13 (x) +1
Pacific.eerecencnanans +30 +8 +17 +13 0
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts distributors...... +12 =12 +10 +1 Q
New England.. . {x) ) [63) {x) [63]
Middle Atlantic. . +21 =12 +16 +5 +3
East North Central...... . -5 -10 {x) -13 -3
West North Central.. . (x) -5 (x) (x) -5
South Atlantic...... +15 ~10 +17 (x) -1
East South Central.. . (x) <12 (x) (x) +#
West South Central.. (x) ~16 +6 (x) +1
Pacificecesiaceas . +23 ~13 +13 +19 +1
+7 ~3 +8 =3 =
(x) -12 X (X) -1
+ -5 e (x) (x)
(x) -13 +6 (x) (x)
South Atlanbie.... (x) 0 (x) (x) +1
Mountain........ (%) +1 (x) (x) +5
Pacifitessssessssens +20 +8 14 (%) -2
Hardware wholesalers....eessss teserrteseieanseans L vesnens +10 4 +6 g -1
New England...... (x) +18 (x) [€3) -2
Middle Atlantic... (x) +1 4 (x) x)
East North Central +5 0 +2 -6 +1
Vest North Central -11 +5 -1 (x) ~1
South Atlantic...... (x) +10 (x) (x) (x)
Fast South Central.. -2 +6 (x) 42 +
Wegt South Central..... vaun {x) -2 +24 -13 -3
Mountain. .evesvensns (x) 4 (x) (x) +3
Pacific.. +20 +6 +16 +12 =2
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distribubtorS.....ceveeeaises heresnsaseisonansaany +12 +9 +8 =2 +2
New England....... eeaie {X) (x) -1 x) -1
Middle Atlantie... +9 + +10 -6 +1
East North Central... +14 +7 +2 +13 +2
(x) +2% (%) 0 -1
+20 +4 +23 -1 +3
East South Central. {X) +7 -6 (X) +2
West South Central. (x) 4 (x) (x) +7
+12 +14 +12 -1 -1
Iamber, construction materials Aistribubors. .. ceeseeeverssnieessoccnsnronnrersencnnsns +10 +11 +6 -6 41
Middle Atlantic..... . +5 +7 +10 (x) +3
East North Oentral. (%) +19 -2 (x) -2
West North Central. -10 +14 -14 +5 +1
South Atlantic..... -5 (x) +8 -7 0
Fast South Central. (x) +5 (x) (x) -1
West South Central... (x) +14 (X) (x) +5
. {x) (x) +22 x) +2

See footnotes at end of table.




Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

; APRIL 1962
TInventories,
Sales end~of-month
(at cost}
Kind of business and geographic division April 1962 frome 4 months April 1962 from--
(see map page 6) 1962
from
April March 4 ‘months April March
1961 1962 1961 1961 1962
Industrial machinery, equipment supplies distributors....iveiceisvesssisssensaisiaroness +39 +2 +31 +11 0
Middle Atlantic..ccvevserrererocnecactntecraonnanns +24 -4 +28 +13 ~1
+71 +4 +50 (x) +3
(X) +2 x) x) -6
West South Central.. +33 =7 +28 +12 0
Mountaln ... vees.. (X) g (x) (x) 0
Pacific,.coiirennvinaansn {x) +3 x) {X) +2
General-line grocery wholesalers +9 -4 +8 +6 —2
New ENglandeees.sosciressneses (69] =7 -9 ) 0
Middle Atlantic........ -6 -7 <7 -2 -2
Fast North Central....... +9 4 +11, -7 -9
West North Central.. +7 -1 +7 +9 -2
South Atlantic.... +30 -l +23 +34 -2
East South Central.. (x) -3 (X) x) +3
Weat South Central +20 0 +14 +13 -2
Mountain....... +14 +3 +10 +21 +8
Pacific........ St s i et ar e s e s st e re e e e e bt aas e +9 -~10 +9 +6 -2
Specialty-line grocery wholesalerse,esvsessss 0 -7 +2 +1 =3
Middle Atlanticia.viiencennoenens ~1 -7 +2 +2 -1
Fest North Central.. +6 -3 42 {X) -5
West North Central (X) 0 -2 +2 =10
South Atlantic.. (x) -14 +12 (X) (x)
9] -9 (X) (%) -6
-1 =10 =1 [6.9] -2
T & e Y -6 <11 . -4 X) -3
Fresh fruit, vegetable WNOLeSBLlerS. cueeererrervveorenarnassosrseonsssososeosaresassensns +10 -6 +9 =17 -5
[63] +2 (x) (X) (X)
49 -1 48 (X) -10
+26 +6 +12 X) +1
(x) -5 -8 {X) +1
WeSt SOUtN CEMBIALleueser s iveneessusesrasassontorsosssssesnmsonssresssosesoocsnscsnsns (X} -9 +6 (x) +1
Drug wholesalers (general and speclalty Lines).....ccvescenecernnmacns 0 -l [} -1 0
New England..... 0 -~19 (X) +1
Middle Atlantic... -7 -4 x) x)
East North Central. -3 +13 +20 -1
West North Central. +1 +1 -11 +2
South Atlantie.. -5 -2 +7 +1
Eagt South Centr: b +20 +2 +1
West South Central. -8 -4 -h
Mountain. ......... {x) -8 (x) x)
Pacific....c.ivnnss -2 +4 +4 +1
Tobacco distributors. -2 +6 +3 I¢]
New England........ -8 +4 (X) (X)
Middle Atlantic.... -1 +8 (x) x)
East North Central. 0 =1 +6 0
Weat North Central. -1 +13 {X) =2
Sowth Atlentie..... -3 +4 +2 o}
East South Central. -1 X) (X) +1
West South Central, -2 0 x) -2
Mountein.....oeevas [} +25 (x) -1
Pacifiec.. -2 +22 (x) 0
. . -4 +8 -6 -3
New England.....ocovvncennss 7 (X) (X) (X)
Middle Atlantic,. -3 +10 X) (X}
East North -Central, +2 +23 -8 ~6
South Atlantic..... Xx) +11 (X) -8
West South Central. -9 -13 {X) -6
Pacificiissricesnns -10 {X) (X) -2

X Withheld due to extreme variability of reported data or a 'high nonresponge rate.
! Inventory trends for "Merchant Wholesalers » Total" for the United States and by geographic division, exclude "Farm products (raw materials) merchants."



DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA

1. Seope of Survey

Vholesalers are defined in the Standard Industrial Classi-
fication Manual issued by the Bureau of the Budget, Executive
Office of the President, as "Estsblishments ar places of busi~
ness primerily engaged in selling merchandise +o retailers;
to industrial, -commereial, institutionsl, or professional
users; or to other wholesalers; or acting as agents in buying
merchendise for or selling merchandise +o0 such- Ppersons or
companies. The prineipal types = of establishments included
are: (1) merchant wholesalers--wholeselers who take title to
the goods théy sell such as wholesale merchants or Jjobbers,
industrial distributors, voluntary group wholesslers, export-
ers, importers, cash-and-carry wholesalers, drop shippers,
wagon distributors, retailer cooperative warehouses, terminal
elevators, and cooperative buying assceiations; (2) sales
branches and sales offices (but not retail stores) maintained
by manufacturing or mining enterprises apart from their plants
or mines for the purpose of marketing ‘their produets; (3)
agents, merchandise or commodity brokers, and commission
merchants; (4) petroleum bulk stations; and (5) assemblers,
buyers, and assoclations engaged in the cooperative marketing
of farm products.

This survey is limlted to merchant wholesalers, which con-
stitute +the major portlon of +the broad field of wholesale
trade, and excludes the other types of wholesale trade such
as manufacturers sales branches and sales offices, petroleum
bulk stations, agents end brokers and assemblers of farm
producte. All kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers
operate are represenmted in this survey. A deseription of each
kind-of~business eclassification shown in this report is in-
cluded on pages 14 through 16.

Firms which, in addition +o merchant wholesale establish—
ments, operate other types of establishments, (e.g., retail,
manufacturing, ete.) report in this survey only for their
merchant wholesale establisbments.

2. Sample Design

Firms reporting in the swrvey are part of a probability
sample representing merchent wholesalers in all kinds of busi-
ness. The revised sample introduced in February 1961 includes
over 17,000 firms drawn from two sources: (1) 1958 Census of
Business lists representing all wholesslers (with paid em-
Dloyees) in business in 1958 and (2) Bureau of Old Age and
Surviyors Insursnce (BOASI) lists of wholesalers (with paid
employees| entering business (or requesting new Employer
Identification Mumbers) since 1958, The sample is supplemented
four times a year for new firms on the BOAST lists.

The reporting panel includes a fixed panel of about 1,000
very large firms reporting monthly and four rotating panels
each containing about 4,000 smaller firme which Teport every
fourth month. In any given month, the total reporting panel
includes about 5,000 firms.

The sample of 5,000 firms in any one month is the maximm
that can be canvassed within budgetary limitations, This size
sample provides the basisfor reliable national estimates , and
as a by-product, geogrephic division estimates for a number
of kinds of business. The number of firms selected for each
kind of business varies from 50 4o 650 firms depending upon
the totel mumber of firmsin the trade, and their distribution
by sales size. In those kinds of business for which Ppercent-
age changes are shown by geographic division, the sample
chosen for the national estimates was increased somewhat 1o
prrovide wider representation by geogrephic division. For
other trades, however, data are nmot shown separately for some
or all geographic divisions because it would have required a
considerable increase in the sample size to provide relilable
results.

The reviesed sample is similar in design +o the previous
sample which was selected from 1954 Census of Busimess lists
supplemented by BOASI records of business births. While the
number of firms reporting monthly in the new sample is slightly
smaller than the old sample, improved procedures in the hand-
ling of business births are expected to improve the reli~
abllity of the estimates.

3. Previously Published Data

Data developed from the new sample may not be comparable
with data previously publighed in this series. This is partly
due to changes in coverage between Censuses. In this comnec-
tion ready-mixed concrete distributors, whichin 1954 reported
sales of $998 million--27% of the construction materials dig-
tributors total and 1% of total merchant wholesalers saleg——

were included in manufacturing in the 1958 Census. Hawaii and
Alaska, included in the revised sample, were not included in
the old sample. These States reported sales of $399 million
in 1958, about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales.

The differences between results of old and new samples are
also attributable, in part, to sampling error in the monthly
estimates (see item 7), and, in part, to changes in the kind-
of-business classification of individual firms from one Census
year to another. There iz also evidence that some business
births (i.e., those which were not assigneda kind-of-business
code immediately wupon receipt by BOASI) were missedin the old
sample., A study of the reasons for differences between the
results of the old semple and - the 1958 Census is underway.
This should +hrow considersble light on the reasons for dif-
ferences in the results from the old and new samples.

To provide comparative data for the new series, each month
during 1961, estimates for the comparable month of 1960 were
derived from the new sample. '

During January 1961, data were obtained from both the old
and new samples. January 1961 estimates from both the old
and new sample are included iIn Tables 6-7 as an approximate
measure of the difference in level between the two serles.
However, the difference shown during this one month are not
necessarily the differences that would occur in all months.

4. Currenﬂy Published Data

Sales.--This. report includes monthly dollar volume estimates
of sales by kind of business for the United States as a whole
(table 1). Sales trends, based on the table 1 dollar volume
estimates, are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business
carried in table 1. For certain additional kinds of business,
trend figures are derived from dollar volume estimates which
are not published in table 1 because these dollar volume esti~
mates are subject to high sampling variability or other causes
affecting reliability of the estimates but where the measure-
ments of trend are considered to have acceptable reliability.

Sales +trends by geographic division are also shown for
selected kinds of business (table 5). These trend figures--
based on the weighted sales of identical firms prior to
July 1961l--are now derived from dollar volume estimates.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipts from repairs
or other services to customers, after deducting returns and
allowances, and discounts. Sales- of merchandise for others
on a commission basis are also included. Tocal and State
sales taxes, and Federal excise taxes are included.

Inventories.--This report includes monthly dollar volume
estimates of inventories for selected kinds of business for
the United States. Inventory trends basedon table 2 estimates
are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business covered in
table 2. For certain additional kinds of business, trend fig-
ures are derived from dollar volume estimates which are not
published in table 2 because these dollar volume estimates are
subject tohigh sampling variability or other causes affecting
reliability of the estimates, but where +the measurements of
trend are considered to have acceptable reliability. Inventory
trendsby geographic divisionare also shown for selected kinds
of business (table 5).

Farm products (raw materials) merchants carry substantial
inventories vhich are frequently subject to sharp fluctuations.
Their inventory data appear to be subjeet to a very large bias
due, in part, to the lack of adequate monthly records on the
dollar value of inventories. For this reason, separate inven-
tory data are mot published for this +trade. Also, because
inventory movements for this trade can dominate the total for
all merchant wholesalers and thus conceal significant movements
of other wholesalers, data for this trade are excluded from
the total.

Inventories represent stocks, at cost, of merchandise on
hand for sale at the end of the month. These do not include
goods held on a consignment basis, nor do they include such
items as fixtures, equipment and supplies not held for sale.

Stock-sales ratios.--These are presented in table 3 for
selected Xkinds of business. The stock-sales ratios are per-
centages derived by dividing the dollar volume of inventories,
at cost, by the dollar volume of sales. No adjustment is made
in these ratios for the mark-up in sales which varies from
trade to trade.

5. Uppublished Data
Selected additional data, such as dollar-volume sales and
inventories for some kinds of business mnot separately shown




Table 6, COMPARISON OF SALES ESTIMATES FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961
Sales i Salés
Kind of business 014 New Xind of business o1a New
sample | sample sample |sample
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.+eeiuenrereasgersasnsnncsosasannans | 9,817 | 10,295 NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..vevvrnvuussnsocsresnnnnnnne. | 6,04k 6,274
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials)........| 8,799] 9,357
TOTAL (exeluding farm products, raw materials).... 5,02 {5,336
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.usvoncrasavionsonnesrsossesensnnaanns | 3,773 ] 4,021
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, H0%8L.eueerivnesensananis 475 600 {f Groceries and related Products, BOTAL.ee.sveesssoesesnnvenenns 2,189 12,253
Automotive equipment, $ires, tubeS..ecieseviiverrsrensaennns 409 428 General-line grocerieS.....csveisnsons 838 794
Specialty-line groceries.... 580 697
Electrical goods, $0baLeuisnsecenrnscsonceseorsonrsonnsnssaesan 602 628 Confectionery. .convensasnns 58 63
Electrical supplies, apparatuS.......... cemearns 284 263 Meats, meat productS...... 336 345
Electrical appliances, TV, redio sets, electronic parts, Poultry, pouliry products..... 150 116
SQUIDMENT s et errenrecrronnrsesonnraanrannen Creesevaernaenaas 318 365 Fresh frults, vegetableS.-voivrneerererenennss T228 238
Furniture, home furnishings, £0t81....cc0eveuresnsnn. 169 203
Furniture-household, office.iviveersessenen 56 60 ||Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, total...iuieaiiann, 469 469
Home furnishings, £100T COVErinNgS....cvesevsosnsanse . 113 143 e 183 19
Herduare, plumbing, heating equipment, ‘supplies, total®.. X 404 Zog Wine, distilled spiTits..cieveevecsvenns. 286 274
Hardware.. . 156 166
Plurbing an s SUPPLiBS.cerncatannrancncnsss 203 212
. Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total.......... 383 440
Lumber, cons.tructlon materials, total cerairssareensnenas 460 426 Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundwies ... 245 27
Lumber, millworK.eeeeennrsorareaenn . 2261 290 Paints, vernishes % 21
Construction Materiale....ieisiecioeesearseossssnonsernsncenens 199 135 Other chemlcals, allied Producta, ..., ..., 139 143
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total....... 991 | 1,020 || TobaCCO, TODACEO PIORUCTBe v« sesseenesnnonnnensssesenseonsonsn 304 317
Construction machinery, equipment.,... NA 138
Industrial machinery, eguipment supplies 447 34,81
Profesgional equipment, sUPPLi€S...ssesseares 109 120 liDry goods, apparel, t0tal.ee.eseessrsrisncasonennnsas 459 487
Service-establishment equipment, gupplies.... 3139 96 Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear.....,.. 155 | “189
. Dry goofs, MOLIoNS..usiarusiernroiairsincnnsssrnneoraneaeend 4193} 184
Metels, metalwork (except scrap), total..... 382 418
Iran, steel, and pProductS..ieeesosen, . 272 295 5
Nonferrous metalS.e.cevsesrsarnnconcnscnananoses 110 123 [[Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total... 347 323
PO st ansvanntnrsosssncnssncnnnsenncersnassannes 301 270
Secrap, weste materials, total.eseeeesessenss 232 237 '
Iron, steel serap. 120 B L R 75 72
Waste materials. 112 110 [IFarm SUPPIieS.seseriersessnnrassananncserans 133 147
See footnotes below.
! Table 7. COMPARISON OF INVENTORY ESTIMATES AND STOCK~SALES RATIOS FRCM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: .JANUARY 1961
| : Inventories Stock-gales ratios
Kind of business o1d New o1d New
sample gample sample gample
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding ferm progucts, Taw Taterials)....ececess.soess 11,811 12,558 134 134
Selected Kinds of Business
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total........... PR 1,019 1,185 215 198
Automotive equipment, tires, tubeg...... [T teertetatnesctannennionnsnitirans 898 8% 220 209
Electrical g0ods, $0581.e.urenussennonecnnen 1,048 1,138 174 181
‘Electirical sUpPPLlies, APPATATUS . eetneseenreeesenerncusanssoneannns 463 bbd 163 169
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, equipment. 585 694 184 190
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, totall. . ..iiivierierennirronnesenos 936 1;028 232 240
i AUAT s e stnesotvunreenennoseassassosacsonnosessnnnoscssscnasen vos vesan. 402 423 258 255
Plumbing end heating equipment, SUPPLICS .. tavsrerosnsusisesnssnsesssnanonnorans “45 503 219 237
Machinery, equipment, supplies, $0t81.e.eessssnss . ae sreenee 2,044 25031 206 199
Industrial machinery, equipment SUPPIIeS et ariunersisusnarnerneniscerannnnnon 829 812 185 2169
Metals, metalwork (except serap), total..... Nt eateaEeesa e s ane st ssabotaseeronsatnannan 778 871 204 208
Iron, steel and products distributors..... B 646 741 238 251
Groceries and reiated PTOGUCEE, BOBALanetseriuriaoreeeesuseessssoniorsnescsrannssonesssnnsonses 1,315 1,3% 60 62
General-line groceries...............................‘....................................... 703 635 84 80
Beer, wine, distilied alecholic Severages, total...voaess eaeee 635 640 135 136
Wine, distilled spirits.. B A r e et sttt aaato sttt raanns 525 510 184 186
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, - S 534 587 139 133
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists! SUNAT1e8 . vttt anssrsnranscenenanie rrarsvaeessasenes 384 400 157 145
Paper, paper products, excluding WBLIDEDET, 018 Lacsseeissinrnsnreansnssonocnonsnncsoncnonenens 5326 369 594 114
g T T T T, 269 295 89 109
Toepgp conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment supplies,” was included in "Machinery equipment supplies" group in the old sample, but now is included
in "Herdware, plumbing, heating equipment supplies” group. Dollar volume estimates are not published separately for this trade, but are included in the old and
ney sample data for the latter group.
Ready mixed conerete distributors, which in 1954 represented 27 percent of the construction material total and about 1 percent of totel merchent wholesale
sales--are excluded from the revised sample because they were classified in manufacturing in the 1958 Census.
J "Welding supplies,” included in "Serviee establishment equipment supplies” in the old sample is now included in "Industrial machinery, equipment.”
4 "Hosiery and lingerie" included in "Dry goods, notions" in the old semple, ig now included in "Apparel and accessories.”
% "Wallpaper" included in “"Stationery, office supplies" and the "Paper, psper products group" in the old sample, is now included in “Other nondurable goods™
group.
Note: Totals include data from some kinds of business not shown separately. Detail may not add to totals due to rounding. Alaska and Hawaii which repre-
sented about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales in 1958, are ineluded in the ney sample but were not included in the old sample,
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA--Continued

in this report, are produced as a by-product of the regularly
published statistics. These additional data have not been
inciuded in this publication basically because their sampling
variabllity is so high relative to the changes from month-to-
month, or between other periods, that might be anticipated
actually 1o occur, as to make them potentially misleading.
The Bureau of the Census on request, will releaszs such figures
for individual use, though not for publication.

It should be noted +that in some cases figures for en indi-
vidual kind of business can be derived from the Monthly Whole-
sale Trade Report itself by subtracting figures for certain
published kinds of business from their respective kind-of-
business group totals. However, in these cases, the figures
obtained by such subtraction would be subject to the high sam-
pling variability deseribed above for unpublished kinds of
business and their use would be subject to the same hazards.

6. Estimating Procedure

Fach firm selected in the sample has en assigned weight
which vreflects dits probability of selection in the sample.
Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight
of one (1). Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depend-
ing upon size, with smaller firms having a lower probebility
of selection and thus & larger weight.

For most firms reporiing, data are avallable for each of
three months (current, previous, and year ago). New firms
reporting provide data for at least two months (current and
previous). Sales and inventory figures reported for each firm
are multiplied by its weight (the reciprocal of its probability
of selection) and the results summarized to obtain the dollar
volume estimates, percentage changes and stock-sales ratios
shown in this report.

The preliminary "composite" estimate isa weighted average of
two estimates: (a) the current month unbilased estimate (weight
.3) and (b) a ratio estimate (weight .7) obtained by multi-
plying the above previous month composite estimate by the
current to.previous month ratio obtained from the eurrent
month reports.

The final "composite" estimate (availsble a month later) is
a weighted average of two estimates: (a) the preliminary
"eomposite" estimate (weight .72) and (b) the unbiased esti-
mate (weight .28) for the seme month as obtained from the next
month's reporting panel. The "composite® estimates provide a
measure of the dollar volume of sales and inventories consid-
erably more reliable than the unbiased estimates and the final
"eomposite" estimate is also generally more reliable than the
preliminary "composite" estimate.

7. Reliability of the Data

Estimates based on a sample are subject to sampling varia-
bility and thus are not expected to be in exact agreement with
a complete census taken with the same enumeration procedures.
For all trades combined, the sampling variabilityof the dollar
level of the "composite" sales estimates for any individual
month, was about 0.8 percent at the one sigma level. That is
4o say, the chances are about two out of three that the esti-
mated sales shown would be within 0.8 percent of the results
of a complete enumeration. The median sampling error of the
inventory estimates for all trades combined (excluding farm
products) was 0.7 percent.

Sampling errors have been computed by kind of business for
the monthly estimates of sales and inventories and for the
ratios of current month to previous month sales and inventories
for selected months during 1961. Table 8 presents the range
of the sampling errors and their medians; however, the Samp-
1ling errors for individual months are available upon request.
The sampling errors shown for the monthly dollar estimates
are based on the final "composite" estimates, while the samp-
ling errors of the month-to-month ratios are based on the
preliminary "composite" estimate of the current month and the
final "composite" estimate of the previous month. The samp~
ling error of the preliminary "composite" estimates are not
shown, but would generally be slightly higher than those shown
for the final "composite" estimate. The sampling error of
month-to-month ratios based on the final estimates would be
somewhat higher then that shown in table 8.

Sampling errors of the ratio of current month to year-ago
sales and inventories have not been computed for 1961 but are
being computed beginning with January 1962. Generally the
sampling error of the current month to a year-ago ratio will
be higher than the sampling error of the current to previous
month ratio and will approximate the sampling error shown for
the monthly dollar estimates. Table 8 shows the current month
to year-ago sampling errors for January and February 1962.
These are somewhat higher than expected in future months be-
cause data in the first four months of 1961--when the revised
sample was teing introduced--were subJect to greater vari-
ability than in later months.

Sampling errvors of the sales and'inventory trends by geo-
graphic division are also being computed but have mnoi yet

been evaluated.

Sempling errors are themselves subject to sampling varia-
bility and thus should be regarded as giving a general rather
than exact idea of the variebility due to seampling. They may
also vary as a result of seassonal or cyclical fluctuations.
Differences may also exist to the extent that the variances of
the new sample differ from the variances of the old sample.

These measures of sampling variability do not include blases
that may arise from nonsampling errors, such as the failure
of respondents o submit correct figures or to submit reports
in time for tabulation. 1In preparing the dollar volume esti-
mates, an estimate is included for those firms that fail to
respond. To the extent that the estimates for these firms may
differ from the actual figures, nonresponse affects, the re-
1liability of the dollar volume estimate. As a result, dollar
volume estimates are not published separately in some trades
vhere the nonresponse rate was considered tco high to provide
reliable level estlmates. A% the national level, approxi-
mately 10 percent of the total sales and 30 percent of total
inventories are Imputed for.nonresponse. In some geographic
divisions, the nonresponse may be higher. Bilases may also
arise due to the use of estimates by respondents. This prob-
ably occurs more often 1in the case of inventories than for
sales, reflecting the fact that inventory records ere not kept
by all businesses on a monthly basis to the game extent as
for sales.

For kinds of btusiness where estimates appear to be subject
to high sampling variability, or to considerable bias, dollar
volume figures are not published. However, as the effect of
such variability or blas iz less serious for short range com-
parisons than for long range ones, trend figures based on the
unpublished dollar wolume estimates are provided where such
trend figures are within acceptable steandards of reliability.

8. Use of Sampling Errors

The uge of sampling errors shown in table 8 is illustrated
by the following computation: Multiply the median sampling
error by the estimate (whether it is a dollar volume estimate
or a ratio). Add and subtract the resulting product from the
published estimate. The resulting range of the estimate is
expected to include the "expected value" (that is, the value
vhich could be obtained from a complete enumeration) about
two out of three times. Doubling the median sampling error
and repeating the above process will give a range which will
include the "expected value"™ about 19 out of 20 times.

To 11lustrate the computation of these ranges for monthly
dollar volume estimates, consider the sales estimate made for
all durable goods in May 1961. The published estimate is
$4,915 million while the median sampling error shown in this
report is 1.0 percent (or .O1l). Multiplying $4,915 million
by .01l; we obtain $49 million. Thus, the chances are two out
of three that the "expecied value' of the estimate is between
$4,866 and $4,964 million. Doubling the given median sampling
error gives us the limits, $4,817 to $5,013 million, which
will contain the Yexpected value" 19 out of 20 times.

As an example of the use of these median sampling error data
with ratios, consider the ratio of change from April 1961 to
May 1961 for all durable goods. This retioc of change, obtained
by dividing $4,915 million by $4,494 million, is 1.094 (it
can also be expressed as a 9% increase). The median seampling
error of this ratio is 0.6 percent (.006). Multiplying 1.094
by .006 we obtain .007 as the standard error of the ratio.
There is a probability of two out of three that the "expected
ratio” is contained in the range 1.087 to 1.101 (that is, that
the April to May change was between a 9% and 10% increase),
vhile there is a probability of 19 out of 20 that the "expec-
ted ratio” is contained in the range 1.080 to 1.108.
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Sales

Inventories

Kind of business

Sampling error
of ‘the monthly
dollar estimates

Sampling error
of the ratio of
current month to-—-

Sampling error
of the monthly
dollar estimates

Sampling error
of the ratioc of
current month to--

Previous month Yedar ago Previous month Year ago
Range Median’ Range | Median
Jan. Feb. Jan. Feb.
Range | Medlan | 190 | 1962 Fange | Median | 395 | 196p
MERCEANY WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.........| 0.7-0.9 0.8 0.4-0.7 0.6 1.1 0.9 - - - - = -
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw

materials)....%......1.).......’.......... 0.6-0.8 0.7 0.3-0.7 0.5 0.9 1.0 0.6-0.8 0.7 0.1-0.8 0.2 1.1 0.9
DURABLE .GOODS, TOTAL...ceverneesnisnnrones| 0.7-1.2 1.0 0.5-0.9 0.6 1.7 1.7 - - 0.2-0.5 0.3 1.1 1.7

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total... 2-3 3 1-3 2 5 5 24 3 0.3-0.9 0.6 3 2

Autamobiles, other motor vehicleS.....ivenss| 46 5 3-6 4 9 9 - - 1.0-2.3 1.5 4 A
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes. EEA 3 1-3 1 5 4V 3-4 4 0.3-1.0 0.7 3 3

Electrical goods, t0Taleseesasnrencess 24 3 1-2 1 NA ey 2-3 2 0.4-1.2 0.5 3 2

Electricel supplies, apparatuS...seesccesson 2-3 2 1-2 1 NA NA 2-3 3 0.4-0.8 0.6 4 2
Electrical appliances, TV, radio seis

electronic paz‘ts....’....’............’....... 3-7 3 1-3 2 [ 4 3-3 3 0.5-5.9 0.8 3 3

Furniture, home furnishings, total e 34 3 1-3 2 3 5 - - 0.6-2.1 1.0 5 3

Purniture-household, office...sasieneses 3.6 5 2-5 4 4 3 - - 0.8-1.5 1.2 5 3

Home furnishings, £loor coverings......i.... 3-5 4 24 2 5 6 - - 0.6-2.7 1.3 6 5
Hardware, plumbing-heating equipment,

SUPDLICE, BOEET 0vrernsssrensansnnenrninenenns] 23 2 1.2 1 3 3 2-3 0.3-0.6 0.5 3 2
HATAWAT@ « s v estrinvnaneseoeinrrenoanesnsssnes 34 3 1-3 2 t4 4 2-3 2 0.5-1.4 0.6 4 2
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies.... 34 3 1i-3 2 4 4 4ty 4 0.3-1.0 0.7 4 3
Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment,

SUPPLIES. s rsarreecrraassnsnsssnesrsssonsns - - 2-9 6 11 8 - - 0.8-1.7 1.1 6 6

Lumber, construction materials, total 2-3 3 1-3 2 6 3 - - 0.6-3.0 1.0 8 6

Lumber, milIWork..esesesssonsssons N 3~5 4 14 2 7 3 - - 0.7-2.6 1.3 7 8

Construction materialB..cc.cecvesecesennnuen 34 4 2% 3 9 6 - - 0.7-6.5 0.9 12 5
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total.i....u.. 2-3 2 1-2 2 NA 4 1-2 2 0.3-1.1 0.6 3 2

Commercial, industrial machinery, equipment,

SUPDLICE vt earnrssenssssesnnsnonconsnsannan 2-4 3 NA NA RA £:7.0 - - HA NA na
Commercial machines, equipment...ceeevs... - - 3-7 5 Ha 8 - - 1.3 6 [
Construction machinery, equipment......... 5-8 7 2-6 5 Na 6 - - 0.9 3 3
Industriel machinery, equipment, supplies. 3-5 3 2~ 3 NA 8 24 3 0.8 7 5

Professional equipment, supplieS....eevenens 3-5 & 2-3 3 5 4 - - 0.7 5 4

Surgical, medical, hospital supplies...... - - 3-5 4 9 5 - - 0.8 7 4

Service establishment equipment, supplies... 47 ) 24 3 5 3 - - 0.5-3.3 1.2 5 5

Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total....... 34 3 14 2 [ 3 2-5 4 0.4-3.3 0.5 4 3

Iron, steel and Product@e...seececessesassrs 45 5 2-5 3 8 4 2-5 4 0.4-3.9 0.6 4 3

Nonferrous metalS...eecessssne aees 24y 3 2~ 2 4 5 - ~ 0.5-1.3 0.9 5 4
Scrap, waste materials, total..... 34 4 2-5 3 4 3 - - 0.7-3.8 1.3 6 4

Iron, steel BOTED..cvesessasres 46 5 2-6 4 8 4 - - 0.9-5.4 1.9 7 7

Waste materials.. 5-8 6 2-5 3 8 5 - - 0.8-3.6 1.5 8 5

JOUELT Y vserionenaessorsnorrosasiosocnnannnns - - 2-6 4 7 7 - - 0.4-1,9 1.1 5 4
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL....essescocneneaes| 0.9=1.4 1.1 0.5-0.9 0.7 1.4 0.9 - - - - - -

TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw 1
MaLeTials) eveeeerenrarnorncarssannaness] 0.8-1,1 0.9 0.5-0.7 0.5 1.0 0.8 - - 0.2-0.5 0.4 1.7 1.3

Groceries and related products, totel......... 2-2 2 1-2 1 3 2 24 3 0.4-1.5 0.7 3 1
Ceneral-line grocerief....vveeeens 2=3 3 1-1 1 3 2 23 3 0.4-1.2 0.6 3 2
Voluntary groupse..... - - 1-1 1 4 3 - - 0.5-1.3 0.7 4 4
Retailer-ccoperatives. - - 1.2 1 4 3 - - 1.0-1.2 1.0 7 3
Nonaffiliated....oo... - - 1-2 2 5 3 - - 1.1-1.3 1.2 3 3

Specialty~-line groceries 34 3 1-3 2 4 3 = - 0.6-2.2 1.0 6 5
Confectionery..veesus. 4=5 4 1-3 2 8 7 - -~ | 0.6-1.9 1.3 7 NA
Meat, meat products..... 5-10 6 14 2 3 4 - - 1.8-18.0 4.5 10 3
Poultry, poultry products .. 46 5 1-6 2 [ 5 = - 1.7-4.9 2.9 11 9
Fresh frult, vegetable..ivaveiusessocsasnnns 3-8 A 2-6 2 9 6 - - 1.0-4.6 2.2 12 9

Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages,

total... 34 3 1-2 1 4 4 527 6 0.8-1.8 1.1 7 6
Beer... 25 3 1-2 1 4 2 - - 1.4-3.3 2.2 4 5
Wine, dis spirite.... 4-6 5 1-2 2 5 5 7-8 7 0.9-2.3 1.3 8 6

Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total...... 2-3 2 1-2 1 2 2 2-3 2 0.4-1.0 0.5 2 1

Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists'

b T O 34 3 1-3 1 3 3 2-3 2 0.3-0.9 0.5 3 2
General-line drugs renesnrane - - 1-1 - 2 1 - - 0.1-0.4 0.3 2 2

Paints, vernlshes...ccveereeernsans 3-8 4 1-3 2 8 5 - - 0.5-1.9 0.8 3 3
Other chemicals, allied products.,. 3-6 4 2-3 2 6 10 - - 0.5-3.8 1.1 1w NA

Tobaceo, t0bACCO ProductS...evseeenesss 2-4 3 1-1 1 3 2 - - 0.6-2.7 0.8 4 3
Dry goods, apparel, total...iuvisecenensesennne 2-3 2 1-3 2 3 2 - - 0.4-1 .4 0.8 4 3

Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie:

LOOtURET s v i rsrvnnsrsenene 3~6 b 2-5 4 7 5 - - 1.0-2.2 1.3 7 7
Dry goods, nOtions....eie.. . 45 4 24 3 5 5 - - 0.5-1.9 0.9 7 4
Piece gOOUS COMVETtErS.cseersrecesearsnnsnnes - - 1-3 2 5 4 - - 0.3-1.3 0.7 - -

Paper, paper products (excluding wallpaper),

B I R 2-3 3 1.3 2 3 4 3=5 4 0.4-2.8 0.6 4 3
Paper . ittt aeaa, . 2-3 3 1-2 2 4 3 34 4 0.6-1.3 0.7 2 3
Stationery, office SUPPLiEB.eiceeervsorsnias - - 416 7 - - - - - - - -

Farm products (raw materials), £0tal.......... - = 2-5 3 NA 5 - - - - - -

COtLON. st treaneansonecansceninnennnns = - 3-16 6 Na 9 - - - - -

Grain..eeieevasenscinacasn e - - 2-5 3 Na 4 - - - - - -
Other nondurable goods, totel.c...,. .e - - 1-3 2 4 4 - - 0.4-1.6 1.0

Amusement, sporting goodS........... 3-6 4 2-7 4 5 5 - - 0.8-2.2 1.2 2 11:
Books, magazines, newspapers. . 34 3 14 2 3 3 - - 0.2~2.0 0.8 8 5
Coal.teuieniannnn Aeseesennien, vasas 2-6 3 1-3 2 4 4 - - 0.9~4.2 1.7 12 1
Farm supPlies...ciuesieseinisserearencnnansans 4~11 5 2-9 3 7 7 - - 1.1-5.4 2.1 10 8

Note:

previous month) are based on 10 measurements from March ‘through December 1961,

NA Not available.

The sampling error of the monthly sales and inventory estimates (final estimates) and of the trend

ratios (preliminary current month to final
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DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSINESS

All kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers operate
are represented in this survey. The kinds of business shown
in this report parallel broad classifications shown in the
1957 edition of the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC)
Manual and used in the 1958 Census of Business. ZFEach sstab-
lishment in this survey has been assigned a kind-of-business
classification based upon its +irade designation and an ana-
lysis of its sales by commodity lines as reported to the
Bureau of the Census. A description of each kind-of-business
classification in this report is given below.

DURABLE GOODS

Motor Vehicles, Automotive Equipment
(SIC 501)

Automobiles, other motor vehicles (SIC 5012).-~Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale ‘distribution of new
and used passenger automobiles and other motor wvehicles.
Dealers primarily engaged in selling road-type commercial
trucks, truck-tractors, iruck-trailers, buses, semitrailers,
and related vehicles are included. Automotive establishments
primarily engaged in selling at retail to individual con~
sumers for personal use, and alsc selling a limited amount
of new and used passenger automoblles and trucks at whole-
sale, are classified in retail itrade.

Automotive equipment, tires and tubes (SIC 5013 plus 5014 )--
Esteblishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of new and wused automotive parts and accessories;
filling station end garage service equipment (SIC 5013);
also establishments primarily engaged In thewholesale distri-
bution of rubber tires and tubes for passenger and commercial
vehicles (SIC 5014).

Electrical Goods
(SIC 506)

Electrical supplies, apparatus (SIC 5062 plus 5063).--
Establishments primarily engaged in the vhdlesale distribution
of electrical wiring supplies and construction materials;
electrical apparatus amd equipment. Where such establishments
are also engaged in the vholesale distribution of major elec-
trical appliances such as radio sels, television sets, re-
frigerators, and freezers, they are .classified as general-
line electrical supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5062).
If not also engaged in distribution of mejor electrical
appllances, they are classified as specialty-line electrical
supplies, apparatus disiributors (SIC 5063).

Electrical appliances, TV, radio seis, electronic paris,

equipment (SIC 5064 plus  5065).--Establishments primarily
engaged in the wholesale distribution of radio and tele-
vision sets, self-contained air-conmditioning units, and
household electrical appliances. Gas clothes dryers and gas
household refrigerators are included here (SIC 5064). Also
establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of €lectronic parts and equlpment, such as radio and tele-
vision receiving -and transmitting, and industrial electronic
tubes; electronic intercommunication equipment; radio parts
and accessorles; and electronic sound equipment (SIC 5065).

Furniture, Home Furishings

{Part of SIC 509)

rurniture~-household, office (part of SIC 5097).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
household - furniture, including bedsprings, matitresses and
all such component parts; office furniture, professional

furniture, public furniture (for public parks and buildings,
ete. ).

Home furnishings, floor coverings (part of SIC 5097).--
Establishments primerily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of antiques, china, glassware, and earthenware; curiains
and draperies; table linems, +towels; carpets, linoleum, and

all other 1iypes of hard and soft surface floor coverings;
and all other general home furnishings and homewares.

Hardware; Plumbing and Heating Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 507)

Hardware (SIC 5072).--Establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of hardware; establishments pri-
marily selling automotive hardware are classified inSIC 501.

Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies (SIC 5074).~-Es-~
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of plumbing and heating equipment and supplies to be install-
ed in residential and commercial buildings.

Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment, supplies (SIC
5077).--Establishments primarily engaged in +the wholesale
distribution of air conditioning, refrigeration, and venmti-
lating equipment and supplies, except self-contained air-
conditioning units--SIC Code 506.

Lumber, Construction Materials
(Part of SIC 509)

Lumber, millwork (part of SIC 5098).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the vholesale distribution o rough, dressed
and finished lumber; plywood; door and window frames (wooden
or metal), and all other varieties of wooden and metal mill-
work.

Congtruction materials (part of SIC 5098).--Establishments
primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of such building
materials as brick, building stone, cement, granite, gravel,
lime; marble, plaster, window glass, roofing materials, and
sand; ready-mix conerete distributors are not included in
this group but are classified as manufacturers (SIC 3273).

Machinery, Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 508)

Commercial, industrial machinery, equipment, supplies

(SIC 5082):

Commercial machines, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--Es-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of office, store, and business mechines and equipment (ex-
cept furniture); commercial food-service equipment and sup-
plies; fountain and store fixtures and equipment; and tanks,
pumps, compressors, ete., for marketing petroleum products.

Construction machinery, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of cranes, excavating machinery and equipment, power
shovels; road construction and maintenance machinery, tractor
mounted equipment, and other construetion machinery and
equipment.

Irdustrial machinery, equlpment, supplies (part of SIC
5082).--Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale
distribution of such indusirial machinery and parts as
metal-working tools; food products manufacturing machinery
and equipment; dairy products manufacturing machinery; oil
well machinery and supplies; industrisl fans; indusirial
tractors and t{railers; and other industrial machinery, parts
and attachments. Also estaeblishments primerily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of abrasives and materials; rope
and cordage; mechanical rubber goods; welding supplies;
mechanical power transmission equipment; industrial valves
and fittings; industrial leather; used drums, barrels, and
other metal containers vhich have been cleaned or reprocess-
ed; also other speclal or general industrial supplies such

a8 industrial storage batteries, bort, industrial dismonds,
and miscellaneous mill supplies.

Proressional equipment, supplies (SIC 5086) .~--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
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mechanical devices and other equipment wused by dentists,
physicians, surgeons, veterinarians, optometrists, osteo-
paths, and other like professional groups.

Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses.~-Establish~
ments primarily engaged in selling surgical and medical
instriments; doctors apparatus and equipment; orthopedic
appliances; artificial limbs; operating room and other
hospital equipment, X-ray machines end accessories and
other scientifie instrments used by physicians and in
hospitals.

Service-establlishment equipment, supplies (SIC 5087) v
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
butlon of equipment and supplies for barber shops, beguty
parlors, power laundries, dry cleaning plants, janitors,
shoe repairers, upholsterers, undertakers, and related
service establishments.

Other machinery, equipment, supplies (SIC 5083 plus 5088)
(not shown separately).—~Establistments primarily engaged in
wholesale distribution of agrieultural machinery and equip-
ment for use in the preparation and maintenance of the soil,
the planting and harvesting of erops, and - other operations
and processes pertaining to work m the farm or in the garden;
and dairy farm mechineryand equipment (SIC 5083);also estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
transportation equipment, supplies (exeept motor vehicles),
including air, marine, and  railroad transportation equip-
ment end supplies (SIC 5088).

Metals, Metalwork (except scrap)
(Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel, and products (part of SIG 5091).--Establishe
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of iron
and steel products--bars, rods, plates, sheet, wire, nails,
spikes, shapes, pipe, tubing, containers, ete.

Nonferrous metals (part of SIG 5091) .~-Establishments pri-
marily engaged in wholesale distribubionof nonferrous metals
(except precious metals)--copper, brass, alumimm, ete.--and
miscellaneous nommetallic minerais.

Serap and Waste Materials
(Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel serap (part of SIC 5093) .—~Establishments pri~
marily engaged in assembling; breaking up, sorting and whole—
sale distribution of all forms of serap iron and steel.
This Industry includes auto wreckers engaged in dismantling
automobiles for serap. Those dismantling wused cars for the
sale of parts are not intcluded here.

Waste materials (part of SIC 5093) .~-Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of nonferrous
serap (but not smelting, except for pot-melting of lead) a
wide variety of scrap materials or a particular line of
serap materials such as waste Paperamd waste paper products;
wiping cloth, waste rags, +textlle waste, linters 5 serap
rubber; ete.

Jewelr:

(Part of SIC 509)

Jewelry (part of SIC 5099) .~~Establistments Pprimarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of Jewelry including precious
stones and metals, costume Jewelry, clocks, silverware, ete.

NONDURABLE GOODS

Groceries and Related Products

(81C 504)

General-line groceries (SIC 5042).—Establishments engaged
in the wholesale distribution of a general line of grocerieg~-
canned foods, coffee, flour, sugar, tea, spices, ete. Vol-~

untary group wholesalers, retailer-cooperative warehouses,
and cash-and-carry depots are included, as well as nonaffil-
iated general-line grocery wholesalers.

Specialty-line groceries (SIC 5043 plus 5046 plus 5049) .~
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholosale distrib-
ution of dairy products such as butter, cheese, ice cream
and ices, end fluld milk and cream (SIC 5043). Also estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
{but not packaging) of fresh, cured (but not cammed) fish
and seafoods (SIC 5046); and establishments engaged in the
distribution of groceries and related produets not elsewhere
classified suchas bakery products, breakfast cereals, canned
goods, green or roasted coffee, flour, fruit peel, packaged
frozen foods, oleomargarine, pickles, preserves, jams, Jjellies,
sauces, spieces, refined sugar, tea, and yeast (SIC 5049).
Establishments primarily engaged in roasting and shelling
nuts, in the wholesale distribution of sof't drinks, and in
bottling and distributing natural springand mineral watersare
also classified in this industry. Establishments primarily
engaged in pasteurizing, bottlingand selling milk; preparation
of fresh or frozen packaged fish or other seafood; shucking
of oysters; or bottlingami selling soft drinksare classified
a5 manufacturers, mnot here. Likewise, esteblishments pri-
marily engaged in roasting coffee, blending tea, and in
grinding and packaging spices are classified ag manufacturers.

Confectionery (SIC 5045)--Establishments primarily engaged
in the wholesale distribution of confectionery, suchaes candy,
chewing gum, salted nuts, popcorn, and fountain Syrups.

Meat, meat products (SIC 5047).--Establishments primarily
engaged in the vholesale distribution of fresh, cured, and
processed (but not canned) meats and lard.

Poultry, poultry products (s1C 5044 ) . ~~Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of poultry and
poultry produets. Establishments primarily engaged in kill-

ing, dressing, and selling poultry are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Fregh fruits, fresh vegetables (SIC 5048) .~~Egtablishments
primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh
fruits, vegetables, berries, etc.

Beer, Wine, Distilled Aleoholic Beverages
(Part of SIC 509)

Beer (part of SIC 5095).--Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distribution of beer, ale, porter, and other
fermented malt liquors. '

Wines, distilled spirits (part of SIC 5095) .~-Establigh-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of dis-
tilled spirits, ineluding peutral spirits and ethyl alechol
used in blending, wines, and distilled liquids.

Drugs, Chemicals, Allied Products
(SI1C 502)

3, d roprietaries, druggists' sundries (SIC 5022).
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribu~
tion of drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries, and
toiletries. For surgical, medical, and hospital supply
houses see SIC Code 5086.

General-line drugs.--Establishments engaged in selling a
full line of drugs, pharmaceuticals, proprietary medicines,
druggists' rubber goods, cosmetics, toiletries, drug sun-
dries, and related merchandise. Cooperatives and voluntary
group wholesalers handling a full line of drugs are also
included in this classification. Liquor departments of
drug wholesalers, however, are _ineluded with "vine, dis-
tilled spirits" (part of SIC 5095).
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DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSINESS

Paints, varnishes (SIC 5028)--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in the wholesale distribution of paints and varnishes
in paste ar powder form or ready for use. (lass and wallpaper
are frequently handled as important secondary lines.

Other chemicals, gllied products (SIC 5029).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of in-
dustrial chemicals such as acids, smmonia, industrial and
heavy chemicals, dyestuffs, industrial salts, insecticides,
naval stores, plagtic materials, rosin, turpentine, and re-
lated products. Establishments primarily engaged in distrib-
uting ammunition and fireworks at wholesale are classified
in SIC 5099.

Tobacco
{Part of SIC 509)

Tobacco, tobacco products (SIC 5094 ) .~~Establishments pri-

marily engaged In wholesele distribution of manufactured
tobacco products--cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco. Mar-
keters of leaf tobacco are classified in SIC Industry 5051.

Dry Goods, Apparel
(S1C 503)

Apperel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear (SIC
5035 plus 5039).-~Establishments primarily engaged in the
wholesale distribution of apparel and accessories, hosiery,
1ingerie (SIC 5035); and establishments primarily enmgaged in
the wholesale distribution of footwear of leather, rubber,
and other meterials (SIC 5039). Clothing jobbers having
garments made on contraet by others are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Dry goods, notions (part of SIC 5032).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of dry goods,
and notlons. Establishments primerily engaged in selling
textile home furnishings (eurtains, draperies, domestics,
ete.) are included in "Home furniehings, floor coverings,"
SIC 5097.

Piece goods comverters {part of SIC 5032).--Establishments
primarily engaged in purchasing textiles in the gray or un-
finished form, having them dyed and/or finished by others,
usually on a contract basis, and selling to the cubting-up
trade, garment makers, wholesalers, or retailers. Conyerters
operating bleaching, dyeing, and finishing plants are not
considered as merchant wholesalers.

Paper, Paper Products, Except Wallpaper
(Part of SIC 509)

Paper (part of SIC 5096).—~Establishments engagedin whole-
gale distribution of fine and -coarse paper and products, in-
cluding writing paper, envelope paper, groundwood, printing
and rotogravure paper, wrapping paper, peperboard, cello-
phane, and converted paper products such as bags, boxes,
dishes, napkins, shipping supplies.

Stationery, office supplies (part of SIC 5096).--Estab-
lisbments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
commercial stationery; office supplies including envelopes,
typewriter ard mimeograph paper, file cards snd folders, pens,
calendars, ete,; soeial stationery, including envelopes.

Farm Products--Raw Materials

(S1C 505)

Cotton (part of SIC 505).--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of raw cotton and cotton
linters.

Grain (part of SIC 505).--Establishments primerily engaged
in wholesale distributionof corn, wheat, oats, sorghum, soy-
beans, barley, and other grains. GCrain exporters and grain
elevators buying and selling grain are included here as well
as other grain merchants.

Other farm products (part of SIC 505){not shown separately)
Egtablishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of livestock such as cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, lambs,
goats, and miscellaneous farm products such as leaf tobaeco;
hides, sking, and pelts; horses and miles; bristles; broom~
corn; feathers; hops; hair; moss; unroasted peanuts, oil
kernels, oll nuts, raw silk; straw, vegetable fibers, etc.

Other Nondurable Goods
(Part of SIC 509)

Amusement, sporting goods (part of SIC 50993).--Establish~
mente primarily engaged in wholesale digtribution of all
types of amiusement and sporting goods and accessorles--bil-
lard and pool supplies; cameras and photographic equipment;
coin-operated game machines; gemes, toys; ete.

Books, magazines, mewspapers (part of SIC 5099).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
books, lithographed matter, magazines, newspapers, and all
other forms of reading material.

Conl (part of SIC 5091).--Establishments primarily engaged
in the wholegale distribution of coal and coke. Imcluded
are establighments which have products shipped direct from
mine to customer, and establishments operating yards and
dock space, and meking deliveries therefrom at wholesale as
well as other coal merchanis.

Farm supplies (part of SIC 5099)--Esteblishments primarily
engaged in wholesale distribution of animal feeds, ferti-

ligers, agricultural chemicals, seeds, and other farm sup~
plies.

Other products (part of SIC 5099) (not shown separately).—-

Establishments primarily engaged in wholesale dlstribution
of:

Petroleun products (except bulk stations, terminals)
ineluding liquefied petroleum gases; petroleum products
such a3 gasoline, lubricants, fuel oil. This classification
differs from SIC Industry 5092 in +that establishments in-
cluded here do not have storage capacity for bulk liguid
products.

Gifts, art goods, greeting cerds including souvenirs,
novelties, and similar products.

Flowers, bulbs, plants including cut flowers, pobied

plants, and florists' supplies; bulbs, plantings, nursery
stock, ete.

Other miscellaneous producis including advertising nove
elties and specialties; timber products such as ties, logs,
cordwood, wooden barrels, crates, sawdust, and other forest
products except lumber; saddlery and other leather products
(except  footwear, apparel, and belting); industriel yern;
musical instruments, musicians' supplles, records; textiles,
canvass products, felt, burlep (bags); basic food and
beverage materials as malt, hops, raw sugar, industrial
molasses; wallpaper; a general line of merchandise; and
specialty lines not included elsewhere such ascork, animel
and vegetable oils, crude rubber, ete.
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SALES

May 1962 sales of merchant wholesalers, estimated
at $12.6 billion, were up 7 percent over April sales
and were also 7 percent over May sales a year ago.

The increase from April to May was due primarily to
the larger number of trading days in May.) Cumulative
sales for the first five months of 1962 totaled $58.7
billion, an inerease of 7 percent over sales in the
comparable period of 1961.

Sales in the durable goods trades, totaling $5.3
billion in May, were up 6 percent over the April
level and 9 percent over May 1961 sales. The non~
durable goods trades, with sales of $7.3 billion in
May, showed an increase of 8 percent over April ac-
tivity as well as a 5 percent increase over sales a
year ago. Over the 5 month period, sales in the du-
rable goods trades were up 11 percent over +the com-
Parable 1961 period while sales in the nondurable
goods trades were up 4 percent.

Most trades reported May sales above April 1962
and May 1961 levels. Substantial gains over previous
month saleswere recorded ly air conditioning, refrig-
eration equipment distributors (22%), beer whole-
salers (19%), grain merchants (17%), and meats, meat
products distributors (16%4). Farm supplies whole-
salers, with sales off 10 percent from April, se-
counted for the sharpest decline. Principal gains
over year-ago seles were indicated by industrial
machinery and equipment distributors (26%) ;s CON=
struetion machinery end equipment distributors (25%),
alr conditioning, refrigeration equipment distrib-
utors (21%) meats, meat products distributors (199),
and automobiles, other motor vehicle distributors
(18%). Iron, steel scrap dealers, with sales down
26 percent, showed the sharpest decline from a year
ago for the second consecutive month.

A1l geographic divisions showed gains over previous
month as well as year-ago levels. Increases over
April sales ranged from 4 percent in +the Mountain
Division to 9 percent in the Middle Atlantic Division.
Gains over year-ago sales varied from 3 percent in
the West South Central and Pacific Divisions to 11
bercent in the West North Central Division.

INVENTORIES

Inventories of merchant wholesalers, excluding
farm products (raw materials) merchants, estimated
at $13.2 billion at +the end of May, were unchanged
from the previous month level but were slightly (1%)
above stocks on hand a year ago. Stocks in the
durable goods trades increased only slightly (14)
during the month but were up 3 percent over their
year-ago level. Nondurable goods stocks remained
unchanged from their April level but declined slight-
1y (1%) velow year-ago stocks.

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS—
FIVE MONTHS 1962 COMPARED WITH FIVE MONTHS 1961

(Peteantage changas)
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Most trades continued to indicate relatively small
changes from their previous month inventory levels,
However, changes from year-ago stocks were more sub~
stantial. The largest increases were reported by
service establishment supply houses (17%), and metals,
metalwork distributors (16%); the sharpest declines
by coal wholesalers (224), poultry products distrib-
utors (22%), and iron, steel serap dealers (21%).

The May 1962 stock-sales ratio for merchant . whole-
salers was 113 percent, down'? points from April 1962
and 6 points below the May 1961 stock-sales ratio.
The May 1962 stock-sales raticof durable goods whole-

salers was 152 percent compared with the nondurable
goods ratio of 80 percent.

GENERAL
Data in this report are based on a probability
sample, representative of all merchant wholesalers

in the country. 4 description of the sample design,
the estimating Procedure, and approximate measures
of the reliability of the data are inecluded on pages
10 %o 11, These data are not adjusted for number of

days in the month nor for seasonal or price fluctu-
ations. :

1 For sale by the Bureau of the Census; Single copy--10¢, annual sub#cripiion-ﬂ.oo
" An advance release of May 1962 data was issued on June 29, 1962,



Table 1, ESTIMATED MONTHLY SAIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: MAY 1962

(Millions of dollars)

1962 1961 Jlotal
Kind of business oes-
Jan. Feb. | Mar. § Apr.'| May? | May June | July | Aug. | Sept.| Oct.| Nov. | Dee. |1962 | 1961
MERCHANT WEOLESALERS, TOTAL........ [1,441 }10,760 | 12,085 | 11,777 | 12,634 | 13,856 |11,963[11,052 |12,424 11, 767 12,727 (12,652 {11,916 | 58,686 | 55,056
TOTAL (exeluding farm products, raw
materials)... sevessceneeennaee.. (10,438 | 9,843 111,151 110,933 | 11,680 | 10,967 11,185{10,203 | 11,390 (10,835 111,466 11,345 110,791 | 54,034 | 50,451
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.:cesernensasnsonnne 4,601 | 4,406 | 5,021 5,049 5,347 4,915| 5,093| 4,593 | 5,181} 4,929| 5,272 5,059 | 4,691 24,423 | 22,091
Motor vehicles, autamotive equipment, total. 643 614 684 695 715 674 705 659 660 638 712 674 6231 3,351 3,135
Automobiles, other motor vehicleS......... 209 221 251 237 232 197 200 197 166 1n 217 216 2041 1,150 921
Automotive equipment, tires, tubeg........ 434 392 433 459 483 477 504 462 495 459 495 458 419 2,201 2,214
Electrical goods, $0taleeserasreecsonnnsanss 699 674 755 705 747 677 726 671 776 760 800 . 822 820( 3,580 | 3,254
Flectricel supplies, apparatufie....eouea.. 290 285 317 319 347 314 314 299 340 311 342 343 335 1,558 | 1,417
Electrical appliances, IV, radio sets,
electronic parts, equipment,..uvievsen... 409 389 438 386 400 363 412 372 436 449 458 479 486| 2,022 | 1,838
Furniture, home furmishings, total..... 234 230 256 252 249 249 244 213 273 250 285 272 248 1,221 | 1,145
Furniture-household, office..... 63 64 68 68 75 72 i 62 80 69 79 71 70 338 325
Hawe furnishings, floor coverings.....,... 171 166 188 183 174 i 167 150 193 180 206 201 178 882 821
Hardware, plumbing, heeting, equipment,
supplies, total..vererecrrnnansesas 459 454 507 542 602 544 591 527 598 567 600 549 4671 2,565 | 2,401
Lt RE srese 181 186 208 212 223 206 212 188 217 215 234 212 183] 1,011 953
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies.. 233 222 245 266 299 273 303 2% 312 290 308 285 2361 1,265 | 1,169
Lumber, construction materisls, total 458 440 525 562 631 614 625 569 640 585 622 571 4521 2,614 | 2,498
Lumber, millWork...erreeeceenane 316 300 355 369 417 415 418 364 406 380 404 372 302 1,754 | 1,702
Construction materiale....c..... 143 140 170 193 214 199 206 205 233 205 218 199 149 860 797
Machinery, equipment, supplies, totel.......| 1,250 | 1,182| 1,35 | 1,412 1,495 | 1,258 1,270 1,148 1,310{ 1,252} 1,286 1,249 | 1,225| 6,695 | 5,665
Commercial, industrial, machinery equip- !
ment, SUPPLieB.cseuversesrronsroene . 911 854 967 | 1,009 | 1,075 878 883 795 930 888 501 897 890 4,817 | 3,882
Construction machinery, equipment....... 15 154 180 234 259 207 186 167 192 191 175 170 155 976 803
Industriel machinery, equipment, .
SUDPLI@8 s sncerntcareirsacsnananseraens 669 617 695 674 712 567 596 539 632 59 624 630 627| 3,367 2,618
Profeselional equipment, supplies.... 141 131 144 138 141 131 139 136 152 153 147 142 137 695 629
Service-~esteblishment equipment, suppli 106 29 115 116 119 07 110 104 14 109 121 115 105 556 507
Metals, metalwork (except sorap), totel.....| 508 468 572 533 561 s507] s3] 461 s27|  so2]  s;| s 493| 2,641 2,27
Iron, steel, and products.. 359 331 407 384 398 355 375 312 364 342 364 354 330| 1,879 | 1,598
Nonferrous metalfe.e.eeasss 148 137 165 149 163 152 168 150 163 160 167 164 164 762 678
Serap, waste materials, total.... 286 277 289 280 275 317 317 285 305 289 328 296 2571 1,406 | 1,369
Iron, steel BerBDasssecsveveness 170 165 162 152 149 201 198 183 188 180 208 182 155 797 812
Waste materlals...ciiiiiecinnreeravcannsss 116 112 127 128 125 116 119 101 17 109 120 114 102 609 557
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL:seevsceserenass| 6,840 | 6,351 7,064] 6,728 | 7,286 | 6,91 6,870 6,450 | 7,263| 6,838] 7,446 7,593 | 7,2251 34,224 | 32,95
TOTAL (excluding farm products, Taw
materials). . osieierirennraenniannee.| 5,837 5,438] 6,130] 5,88 | 6,333 6,052] 6,002] 5,610 6,209 5,907 6,194| 6,286 | 6,100 29,611 | 28, 360
Groceries and related Produsts, totel.......| 2,495 | 2,256 2,5%2] 2,410 2,672 | 2,488 2,509 2,365 | 2,493| 2,356| 2,432| 2,485 | 2,422| 12,375 |11,62
General-line groceriefeceececeeens 876 816 88% 834 890 835 857 801 865 838 864 880 839 4,299 | 4,012
759 662 756 704 788 753 743 yars 758 713 716 735 726 | 3,669 3,575
68 66 80 T4 80 7L T 67 T 71 79 73 73 368 344
422 371 407 399 464 391 387 368 404 389 419 417 399 2,063} 1,786
112 102 109 11 120 119 120 109 14 97 112 126 116 554 584
Fresh' fruits, vegetebletieissseenravoeeeans 258 239 306 289 331 319 328 306 278| 248! 242 255 268 1,422 { 1,320
Beer, wine, distilled aleoholic beverages,
total 529 535 631 606 688 653 675 601 676 635 661 %48 811 2,990 ] 2,829
. Beersiieiennan, . “ee 203 201 235 250 297 275 307 294 309 267 247 241 241| 1,186 | 1,141
Wine, distilled spirits..sciecscscsnseanes 327 33% 3% 356 391 378 369 308 367 368 414 507 570| 1, 804. 1,689
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total.... 472 418 474 469 491 474 468 419 483 473 491 487 438| 2,324 | 2,222
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists'

BUNAriedecesanecerssances 291 248 274 269 279 275 272 247 282 283 292 300 2721 1,360 { 1,353
Palnts, varnishes..eeiesnnaass 2% 23 28 31 34 32 33 29 34 30 31 28 22 139 132
Other chemicals, allied productS..cc...... 158 147 7 169 179 167 163 143 168 160 167 13 143 824 737

Tobacco, t0bACCO ProdUCtBacsssisssesersrsses 346 330 364 359 397 366 380 356 382 365 368 368 380] 1,79% | 1,680
Dry goods, apparel, t0t8leeescerssvssneessss] 550 545 625| 587 582 549| 561|510 638| 583 655 640 533 2,889 | 2,704
Apparel and accessories, hoslery, :

1ingerie, £OOLWEAT:.cesasovannanevnnnsanal 217 227 262| 243 233 28| 213|227 291| 262{ 287 293 241 1,181 3,101

Dry goods, nOtionS...ccevveecansncnssseneaf 197 187 220 201 208 205 215 186 221 199 221 215 1721 1,012 970
Paper, paper products, exeluding wallpaper

‘total i’ : 3% 340 372  a; 383 3550 364 324 376 365] 383 388 368| 1,838 | 1,710

305 278 311 309 316 294 307 271 312 300 318 319 295 1,521 ) 1,426

104 103 125 122 139 125 135 130 151 1541 - 167 168 158 593 530

Books, magazines, newspapers. 79 74 81 73 72 72 77 77 83 81 84 82 82 380 367

8Lesiaiainncionareoianan, 7L 65 67 63 66 59 60 56 64 65 71 68 68 332 323

Farm supplieB...cesercssrenrsnnninasss 162 168 217 217 194 203 182 143 147 141 142 132 136 958 969

1 Final estimate.
2 preliminary estimate,

} See page 12, Estimating Procedures.

Note: Merchant wholesalers total end group totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

Detall may not add to totals due %o rounding.




SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
1960, 1961, AND 1962
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% Excludes farm products (raw materials). BUREAU OF THE .CENSUS

DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS




Table 2. ESTIMATED MONTHLY INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962

(Millions of dollars)

1962 1961
Kind of business
Jan. | Feb. | Mar. [ aprld | mey® May § Jwe | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dee.
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm
Products, raw materials).......ci.eeivenennee. 12,870 | 12,904 | 13,129 |13,158 |13,180 13,012 [13,011 12,98 (13,013 |13,028 |13,071 (13,008 | 12,781
DURABLE GO0DS, TOFAL..svvssesessnsennnsnvannenens | 2,775 7,853 | 8,051 | 8,080 | 8,125 | 7,907 | 7,801 7,930 | 7,904 | 7,892 | 7,823 | 7,818 | 7,731
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total.... .| 1,160 1,169 | 1,193 1,179 | 1,181 | 1,221 | 1,199 | 1,181 1,168 | 1,174 | 1,154 | 1,140 1,132
Automotive equipment, tires, tubEB.....veesensoea.ns 911 921 926 916 915 958 929 928 920 932 909 893 891
Flectrical goods, totale:.wveserneuneneeninveninnan. 1,157 | 1,187 1,204 | 1,218 | 1,207 | 1,384 1,203 1 1,182 | 1,189 | 1,19 | 1,200 | 1,186 | 1,135
Electrical supplies, apparatlS...e.ievseeseenseenss 458 458 471 467 464 471 464 469 459 478 475 482 446
Electrical appliances, IV, radio seis , electronic
Parts, eqUIPMENt it ereierititioncarannenesnasrans 700 730 733 752 752 713 739 713 721 ns 726 704 689
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total.. | 1,023} 1,046 1,087 1 1,065 1 1,076 | 1,132 | 1,102 1,115 | 1,068 | 1,078 | 1,057 | 1,037 1,000
HardWaTE . s e es e rneennetsanssonercesnesonsvonuornan 434 445 450 bl 445 455 449 449 438 440 430 420 413
Plumbing and heating equipment, SUPPIieBarsieccenss 503 515 527 528 538 553 552 563 533 543 533 524 501
M;aehinery, equipment, supplies, t0t8Ll.vvseeecenassns. 2,185 2,158 | 2,255 | 2,257 { 2,295 2,128 | 2,150 | 2,181 | 2,173 | 2,160 2,179 | 2,201 2,201
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies.......... 905 903 964 958 974 863 875 910 903 897 897 926 912
Metals, metalwork (except serap), t0b81.veeeseseesss 927 956 963 990 985 847 816 837 875 873 851 876 910
Iron, steel, and PrOAUCLSeetcesanersoseassennsnnnen 769 79 804 820 819 704 682 687 726 727 706 722 755
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, rew materials)........eecevniieunsn. | 5,095| 5,050| 5,078 | 5,078 | 5,055 | 5,205 | 5,121 5,054 | 5,109 | 5,136 | 5,248 | 5,280 | 5,050
Groceries and related products, total,. 1,405] 1,409 1,410 1 1,371 i 1,375 1,383 | 1,379 | 1,321 { 1,336 1,341 | 1,392 | 1,417 1,407
General~line groceriesS.....ieeeeeven. vesrerarans 691 700 7 €92 690 666 i 668 653 647 662 709 77 6%
Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, total. . 6% 653 668 696 694 712 710 699 705 733 780 783 650
Wine, dist111ed sPIrdt8.ecerssssvcrnccnssoseurnnnne 551 530 529 551 540 550 545 528 550 583 631 641 528
Drugs, chemicdls, allied products, total.sieeviaansn. 603 605 608 621 617 605 661 610 617 607 623 610 595
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists! sundries..... 412 408 410 416 414 407 404 418 420 418 428 420 404
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total..... 366 367 376 398 409 375 371 379 390 37 370 380 383
PEDOT et et senanserertsetasninntranronenannstenenvas 299 303 m 324 334 296 297 307 305 296 297 305 312
See footnotes below table 3.
Table 3. STOCK~SALES RATTOS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962
) (Percent)
1962 1961
Kind of business
Jan. Feb. Mar. | Apra May 2| May June July Aug. | Sept. | Oot. Nov. Deec.
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (exoluding farm
products, raw materiale).ei.veecevcenssoeninn, 123 131 118 120 13 119 116 127 14 120 114 115 118
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.uvveveerseersnsavacnennosann 169 178 160 160 152 161 155 173 153 160 148 155 165
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, botalaeesaneans 181 190 | 174 169 165 181 170 179 177 184 162 169 182
Autemotive equipment, tires, tubeS...eeieseesnronss 210 235 213 200 190 201 184 201 186 203 183 195 213
Electrical goods, total,. cesseasns 166 176 159 173 163 175 163 174 152 157 |+ 150 14 138
 Electrical supplies, 2pParatiS...ieicecssvecacssces 158 161 149 146 134 150 148 157 135 154 139 14 133
Eleetrical appliances, IV, radio sets, electronic .
rarts, eqUipmente..cveriesseenncsreiesensasonsanns 17 187 187 195 188 196 1737 187 165 ° 159 158 147 142
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total.. 223 231 210 197 179 204 186 212 179 190 | 176 189 214
Hardware.. . veess 240 239 216 210 199 221 212 239 202 204 184 198 226
Plumbing and heating equipment, SUPPlieSeeeceessaess 216 232 215 199 180 203 182 205 171 187 173 184 212
Machinery, ‘equipment, supplies, toBalees.esesseesns.s 175 182 167| 160 | 153 169 169 190 166 173 169 176 180
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies.......... 135 146 139 142 137 152 147 169 143 151 144 147 141
Metals , metalwork {except scrap), t0tal.veresessesean 183 204 168 186 176 168 152 182 166 174 160 169 184
Iron, steel, and ProAUCES..eseeeeverssacasernsnanes 214 240 198 | 213 206 198 186 220 199 212 194 204 229
NOMDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm -
products, raw materiale)eseciccssceronnsoeinnnen 87 93 83 86 80 8 84 90 82 87 85 & 83
Grogeries and related products, H0tal.recscescenecns. 56 62 55 57 52 56 55 56 54 57 . 57 57 58
General-1ine grocerieSeeecesscssssasosscssvecnsonas 79 86 81 83 78 80 78 j:7] 75 79 82 82 83
Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages, total..... 127 122 166 115 101 109 105 116 104 115 118 105 80
Wine, distilled SPIrTitS..eseicanecnsenannennn 168 159 134 155 138 146 148 172 152 159 152 127 93
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total..sceiceeee.s. 128 45 128 132 126 128 128 146 128 128 127 125 136
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists'! sundries..... 142 165 150 155 149 148 149 170 149 148 146 140 148
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total.... 98 108 101 107 107 106 102 117 104 102 96 98 104
e i SxeTutlig e RO o8] 109| 00| 105 | 105! 01| 101 113 98 o8 03 9 106

! Final estimate.
2 Preliminary estimate.

} See page 12, Estimating Procedure.
Note: Merchant wholesalers total and group totals include data for some kinds of business not shown aeparately. Detail may not add to totals due to rounding.




SALES AND INVENTBRIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1960, 1961, AND 1962
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UNITED STATES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION'
SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
FIVE MONTHS 1962 COMPARED WITH FIVE MONTHS 1961
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Table 4. FERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: MAY 1962

Sales

Inventories
end-~of ~month

(at cost)

Kind of business May 1962 from-- 3 poe: May 1962 from—
from
May April 5 mos, May April
1961 1962 1961 1961 1962
T
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL. . 00evrernnnsenensssrsnsnsssssinnsenssonassansonsas +7 +7 +7 (X) (X)
T
TOTAL {excluding farm products, TaW MALETIalE).eseesseecncseesssscnsvsnsnsvanrones +6 +7 +7 +1 0
DURABLE, GOODS, TOTAL..acusesscsssosonsneesnorcsnessscassosnorsnsesacsnessssasoncsan +9 +6 +11 +3 +1
Motor vehicles, automotive eqﬁipment, total.eeiaans +6 +3 +7 -3 0
Automobiles, other motor vehicles.:....... . +18 -2 +25 0 +2
Automotive equipment, tires, tubeB..csiesesessnas +1 +5 ~1 -5 0
Electrical goods, total.seesecsscees Creerrararaseine +10 +6 +10 +3 0
Flectrical supplies, apparatus.... Ceesresasaas . +11 9 +10 -1 o
Electricel appliances, TV, radio sets, electranic parts, equipment.... +10 +3 +10 +6 +1
r

Furniture, home furnishings, $0t8)..cerverrrsviscsscnvevscsssonanne I,(3 » +7 +2 0
Furniture-household, office.... arenans . +4 +10 +4 -1 0
Home furnishings, £1oOr COVeTIngS .. .vsssecestsscstascenerssnrecsssotacssnnsssnnnnssas -2 -5 +8 +2 ]
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, t0tal.c.uiviccenceccascanisecsescsannans +11 +11 +7 =3 +1
+8 +6 +6 -2 0

. +10 13 1_-1—8 =3 +2

Alr conditioning, refrigeration equipment, SUPDPII€S...eivrercentanecrsasnsnensoraennne +21 +22 +4 ~11 +1
Iumber, construetion materials, total..e.c...ss +3 +12 +5 -3 +1
Lumber, millvOrk..seesesss . 0 +13 +3 -6 +1
Construetion MateTialo. ceiriaisisrveseessencosannsassssenseissscrscossorasassnsaasons +7 +11 +8 +1 1
Machinery, equipment, supplies, T0taL.sesessreraseesascosvesssosavancacss +19 +6 +18 +8 +2
Commercial, industrial machinery, equipment, eupplies.. +22 +7 +24 +6 +2
Commercial machines, equipmente.seeersscesess 0 +3 +3 -1 +2
Qonstruetion machinery, equipment......... +25 +11 +22 -2 +4
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies. +26 +6 +29 +13 +2
Professional equipment, Supplies....cse-vesesacses +8 +2 +10 +5 +2
Surgical, medical, hospitdl supplies...... +11 +4 +13 +8 +5
Service-establishment equipment, supplies.... 411 +3 +10 +17 +2
Metals, metalwork (except 8eTAP), HOtALueessesssrtesearnsrasensesonncsaesns +10 +5 +16 +16 -1
. srecesaens +12 +3 +18 +16 [¢]

NOnferrous MetalS. . eeseiiietieinceetaseeresssenenersoeserotssresosensascasonsvnsas +7 +9 +12 +16 -2
Scrap, waste materials, $0tal.ucecavaseerncnesinasnsannns <13 -2 +3 -15 -
=26 -1 -2 =21 -3

+8 -2 +9 -1 -5

U LT e e 4 s s s asa e aensesanonasssasassansnsssetoneascessantnasasesssassonasasnssossesnne -3 +9 +1 +6 +3
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTATiu+vassssssssusaconionnossacsossesnasansoessssensasnssessnnsne *45 +8 4 (X) (x)
TOTAL (excluding farm products, TaW MATETIBLE).ee.eeensveresesasessssiosocesosonnon T45 T8 +4 -1 0
Groceries and related products, total..... o] Tell +6 <1 0
General-line groceries.. +7 +7 +7 +4 0
Voluntary groupSecscessse +5 +4 +4 +5 0
Retailer cooperatives. +11 +10 +11 +6 +1
Nonaffiliated......... #5 +7 8 +1 -1
Specialty-line groceries..... 5 Ti12 +3 -2 +2
Confectionery.ueerresass +13 +8 +7 -1 -1
Meats, meat products..... +19 +16 +16 -9 -3
Poultry, poultry products....... +1 +8 -5 -22 +1
Fresh frults, vegetables.. . 4 +15 +8 ~12 +1
Beer, wine, distilled alccholic beverages, total................................... ‘ee +5 +14 +6 -3 [¢]
5T . +8 +19 +h -5 +6
Wine, distilled spiritS......... . +3 +10 +7 -2 -2
Drugs, chemicals, a.:!_‘Lied Products, H0B8leeeeissnaratesnstanancaiostrsovietrrrosnanionns +4 +5 +5 +2 1
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' supplies..... +1 +4 +1 +2 0
General-line drugs..... -2 +1 *2 2 0
Paints, varnishes........ .. - +3 +9 +5 +2 0
Other chemicals, allied products........................ +7 +6 +12 +2 -2
Tobaceo, $ODAGCO PrOGUCHE, e reeasssreersestnssscessnoncssossensnsnseercasassnsnononnosns +8 11 +7 +2 -2
Dry goods, apparel, t0Tel.cueessecassscnsesncassssesassssnansssosennsasosasses +6 -1 +7 -8 -3
Apparel and accessories, hoslery, lingerie, fOOTHEAT.ceerisseraranesannace +7 —4 &7 -11 -5
Dry g00d8) NOtIONS..esrvnseivtansrsennssanees +1 +4 +b -8 -1
Pigce goods GORVETEErServecionvresssscssann +13 -1 +10 x) {x)
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, B0EALl..ee.ivcereeraciosersnanccasrnocnssnnes +7 +3 +7 +9 +3
Tsecassessasssensocsoeanavsntasnnsasivons P on e . +7 +2 +7 12 3
Stationery, Office SUPPLLeS. cuuenurreaesorineanennrearonsnsansessssnssescensesnssansen (x) (x) +12 (x) &)
Farm products, raw materials. +7 +13 n x) (X)
Cobtonassirecestaseenesansa -10 9 -10 [¢9] (X)
BPAIN . e vt it s itetettenteastanseeteoeseanansisnosasasatsornassansnnsnnraresnosonsnnnnes +14 +17 +5 (x) (x)
Other nondurable goods, total..... 4 +3 -3 o 4]
Amusement, sporting goods.... +11 +14 +12 +7 +4
Books, magazines, newspapers. +1 -1 4 n -3
G ererssssssarnecniorane +11 +3 +3 -22 +9
Farm aupplieg.secssesrivnssoncsnans -4 ~10 <1 +3 -7

T Revised since Advence Release dated Junme 29, 1962,
X Withheld due to extreme variability of reporied deta or -a high monresponse rate.



Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

MAY 1962
Inventories
Sales end-of -month
(at cost)
Kind of busgine
et (SZ: :g 5:;?21))1] de division May 1962 frome- 5 E;hs May 1962 from--

May April 5 fqg’:hs May April

1961 1962 1961 1961 192
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTALY . iuususrarccivrerrencnonsocsresnssssesbssassennocsenes +7 +7 +7 +1 0
New England...esess +9 +6 +8 T 44 +1
Middle Atlantic.. +7 +9 +6 0 0
Eagt North Central. +7 +8 +9 [¢] 0
West North Ceniral. +11 +7 +4 +1 [¢]
South Atlantic.eesses +10 +5 +12 +10 ]
East South Central. +6 +8 +1 -5 -1
West South Central. . +3 +3 +1 -4 0
Mountain...secvonen ‘e +4 +h +4 0 +1
Pacificecesancsesss .o +3 +5 +7 +5 +1
Automotive equipment, tire, tube wholesalerS..ee.... +1 +5 -1 =5 0
Middle AH1antic.cneseesnsesessassennsares 5 +9 -6 -4 [63]
East North Central.., x) +2 -3 x) +1
West North Central -4 +11 -7 -7 o
South Atlantic... +6 +6 +2 +8 +3
East South Central. -6 +9 +1 (x) -1
sWest South Central. (x) +4 +3 (x) 0
(x) -3 +6 {x) 0
(x) +5 +2 {x} +2
+11 +9 +10 -1 0

{X} +11 {X) +9 {X)
+12 +12 +12 -3 -1
+13 +7 +9 +5 +2
-3 +6 -3 -9 -1
-2 +3 +6 -17 -1
+26 {x}) +15 +1 -4
+30 +19 +13 {x) -1
(x) +11 +8 [6:4] 0
+6 +4 +12 +6 -1
+10 +3 +10 +J 1]
x) -8 +12 {x) +1
Middle Atlantie.. +9 +3 +14 +4 0
East North Central.... +9 +6 (x) +2 4]
(x) +14 +9 4 s}
+25 +12 +19 éx) +1
(x) x) +10 X) ~4
+13 +2 +8 +2 -5
x) -8 +8 (x) +3
Q =1 47 +2 [}

(x) +8 (x) (x) (x)

-3 +1 +2 -2 (x)
~15 0 +2 (x) -1
x) -2 ) x 1
MouNtain. . eeseose X) 0 4 x) -2
Pacificeeinareescnocens +31 -2 +19 +8 0
Hardware wholesalers. . icecvresvesncrccscacsesssossasrosnsannne . +8 +6 +6 ~2 0.
Middle Atlantic..... eree +6 +4 -2 -4 -3
East North Central.... vese +3 +3 +2 4 5
West North Céntral.. res +12 +6 -5 +1 4]
South Atlantic........ +18 +8 +20 (x) +1
East South Central +3 +11 x) -8 +10
West South Central +5 +12 +19 (x) +1
Mountaifeesesesons x) +12 (x) (X) +7
T e +3 0 +12: +1 +1
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distributors...... +10 +13 +8 =3 +2
New England.. eae (%) +7 4 (x) Y
Middle Atlantic. +14 +13 +10 -6 +1
East North Central -2 +10 +1 -8 +1
-3 +15 -8 -8 +1
+12 +14 +19 +9 +2

(x) (x) -5 (x) (x)
+24 +20 +20 (X) +h
+25 +6 +16 +11 +5
+3 412 +5 =3 £ R
x) 14 +10 -3 +3
~7 +12 -5 + (x)
-16 +10 -16 (xX) (x)
~16 +12 +1 -1 -1
Fast South Central.. (x) +17 (x) x) (x)
West South Central... (x) +7 +3 -8 -1
x) +10 {x) (x) -2
+16 +11 +18 x) +1

See footnotes at end of table.




Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENIORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

MAY 1962
N Inventories,
Sales end-of-month
{at cost)
Kind of business and geographic division .
(see map, page 6) May 1962 from-- 5 months May 1962 from--
1962
from
May April May April
1961 1962 3 f;g{‘“’ 1961 1962
+26 +6 +29 +13 +2
X) +7 ké1) [63] - ¥l
Middle Atlantic..... {X) ) +26 +29 +8
East North Central +39 {X) +45 {X) -1
South Atlantie.... {X) +9 +22 (x) +2
East South Central, x) [e9] +6 -X) -1
West South Central.. +24 {x) +27 +11 +2
Pacifice.evisesernnae (X) (X) +29 x) -3
General-line grocery WNOLEBBLETE.r e cscosesrsnracassssnssosnconnssneson +7 +7 +7 +h [¢]
New England.se.cocecesaes {X) +13 -3 +2 +2
Middle Atlantic, i ~13 +8 -8 <13 -1
East North Central..... +3 +6 +9 -5 0
West North Centiral, +13 +2 +9 +16 -1
South Atlantic...... +10 +3 +17 +8 -2
East South Central.... x) +15 +8 . +19 -2
West South Central.. +25 +8 +15 +15 0
Mountain,....... +1.2 ] . #10 +15 4
Pacific.ivisnieccncnereesacnns +4 +7 +8 +1 +3
Speclalty-line grocery wholesalers, +7 +2 —2 +2
New England...ceevereroinnannsn x) -1 [¢3] (x) +2
Middle Atlantie... +2 +B +2 +13 +2
East North Central... [¢3] +9 +3 {x) +6
West North Central.. (x) x) +2 -2 +6
South Atlantic...... {X) {x) +12 {x) +4
(X) 4 -5 x) -4
(x) +7 -7 x) -3
Fresh frult, vegetable wholesalers. +4 +15 +8 =12 +1
New England....... X) X) +1 4
Middle Atlantie. +4 417 *7 (x) +7
East North Central. +6 +16 +7 {x) [}
West North Central.......... (X) +15 -5 0 +1
East South Central. (X; +5 x) ) 49
West South Central. [¢4] X) +2
Mountain.......... (X) x) -9 -3 -4
PRCIfiCeccsiseennccnnannss {x) +14 x) (X) +3
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines).... +1 +4 +1 +2 Q
New land.... -3 +9 =14 ~11 +3
Middle Atlantic... +1 0 -2 + (x)
Eagt North Central + +7 10 [¢] -2
West North Central -3 +4 -1 ~12 0
South Atlantic.... -8 +1 -4 +7 0
East South Central +11 +1 +18 +7 -2
West South Central {X) X} 0 +7 +1
Mountain........ . - {x) 4 +10 [}
Pacifice.veenirracianns D 4 +4 +4 +3 -1
Tobacco distributors,.... +8 +11 +7 +2 -2
(X} +12 +4 X)
+5 +11 +7 o {X)
0 +15 =1 -6 0
{x) +17 +18 x) -2
+14 +6 +6 +5 -5
East South Central. 411 +8 +5 [¢9] wd
West South Central 45 +7 4 14 -1
Mountain........ . x) +6 +19 (X) -3
Pacifie..... . +13 +7 +19 +23 o
Dry goods, -apparel wholesalers 6 - =1 +7 ~8 =3
New England....... -2 {x) {x) +18 x)
Middle Atlantie. +9 0 +9 -12 -5
East North Central. . +10 ~1 +18 =12 -2
West North Central........ (x) -2 (x) (X) -1
South Atlantic.. x) X) +10 {X) +2
Pacific...... (%) x) -1 &) -1

X Withheld due to extreme variability of reported data or a high nonresponse rate,
1 Inventory trends for "™erchant Wholesalers » Total” for the United States and by geographic division, exclude "Farm products (rav materials) merchants.®



DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA

1. Scope of Survey

Wholesalers are defined in the Standard Industrial Classi-
fleation Manual issued by the Bureau of the Budget, Executive
Office of the President, as "Establishments-ar places of busi-
ness primarily engaged in selling merchandise 4o retailers;
to industrial, commercial, institutional, or professional
users; or to other wholesalers; or acting as agents in buying
merchandise for or selling merchandise +%o such- persons or
companies. The prineipal types of establishments ineluded
are: (1) merchant wholesalers--wholesalers who take title to
the goods they sell such as wholesale merchants or jobbers,
industrial distributors, voluntary group wholesalers, export-
ers, importers, ecash-and-carry wholesalers, drop shippers,
wagon distributors, retailer cooperative warehouses, terminal
elevators, and cooperative buying assoeiations; (2) sales
branches and salee offices (but not retail stores) maintained
by manufacturing ar mining enterprises apart from their planmts
or mines for the purpose of marketing their products; (3)
agents, merchandise or commodity brokers, and commission
merchants; (4) petroleum bulk stations; and (5) assemblers,
buyers, and associatlions engaged in the cooperative marketing
of farm products.

This survey is limited to merchant wholesalers, which con-
stitute the major portion of +the broad field of wholesale
trade, and exeludes +the other types of wholesale trade such
as manufacturers sales branches and sales offices, petroleum
bulk statlons, agents and brokers and assemblers of farm
products. All kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers
operate are represented in this survey. A description of each
kind-of-business classification shown in this report is in~
cluded on pages 14 through 16.

Firms which, in addition o merchant wholesale establish-
ments, operste other types of establishments, (e.g., retail,
manufacturing, ete.) report in thls survey only for their
merchant wholesale establishments.

2. Sample Design

Firms reporting in the survey are part of a probability
sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi-
ness. The revised sample introduced in February 1961 includes
over 17,000 firms drawn from two sources: (1) 1958 Census of

Business lists representing all wholesalers (with paid em—

ployees) in business in 1958 and (2) Bureau of O0ld Age and
Survivors Insurance (BOASI) lists of wholesalers (with paid
employees) -entering business (or requesting new Employer
Identification Numbers) since 1958, The sample is supplemented
four times a year for new firms on the BOASI lists.

The reporting panel includes a fixed panel of sbout 1,000
very large firms reporting monthly and four rotating panels
each containing about 4,000 smaller firms which report every
fourth month. In any given month, the total reporting panel
includes about 5,000 firms. )

The sample of 5,000 firms in any one month is the maximum
that can be canvassed within budgetary limitations. This size
sample provides the basilsfor reliable national estimetes, and
a8 a by-product, geographic division estimates for a mmber
of kinds of business. The number of firms selected for each
kind of business varies from 50 to 650 firms depending upon
the total number of firmsin the trade, and their distribution
by sales size. In those kinds of business for which percent-
age changes are shown by geographic division, the sample
chosen for +the national estimetes was increased somewhat to
provide wider representation by geographie division. For
other trades, however, data are not shown separately for some
or all geographic divisions because it would have required a
congsiderable increase in the sample size to provide reliable
results.

The revised sample is similar in design to the previous
sample which was selected from 1954 Census of Business lists
supplemented by BOASL records of business births. While the
number of firms reporting monthly in the _nev sample is slightly
smaller than the old sample, improved procedures in the hand-
ling of business births are expected to improve the reli-
ability of the estimates.

3. Previously Published Data

Data developed from the new sample may not be comparable
with data previously published in this series. This is partly
due to changes in coverage between Censuses. In this connee-
tion ready-mixed concrete distributors, whichin 1954 reported
sales of $998 million--27% of the construction materials dis-
tributors total and 1% of total merchant wholesalers sales-—

were included in manufacturing in the 1958 Census. Hawali and
Alaska, included in the revised - sample, were not included in
the old sample. These States reported sales of $399 million
in 1958, about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales.

The differences hetween resulis of old and new samples are
also attributable, din part, to sampling errcr in the monthly
estimates (see item 7), and, in part, to changes in the kind-
of-business classification of individual firms from one Census
vear to another. There is also evidence that some business
births (i.e., those which were not assigneda kind-of-business
code immediately upon receipt by BOASI) were missed in the old
sample. A study of the reasons for differences Jbetween the
results of the old sample and the 1958 Census 1s underway.
This should +throw congiderable light on the reasong for dif-
ferences in the results from the old and new samples.

.To provide comparative data for the new series, each month
during 1961, estimates for the comparable month of 1960 were
derived from the new sample.

During January 1961, data were obtained from both the old
and new samples. January 1961 estimates from both the old
and new sample are included in Tables 6-7 as an approximate
measure of the difference in level between the two series.
However, the difference shown during this one month are not
necesgarily the differences that would occur in all months.

4. Qurrently Published Data

Sales.--This report includes monthly dollar volume estimates
of saleg by kind of business for the United States as a whole
(table 1). Sales trends, based on the table 1 dollar volume
estimates, are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business
carried in table 1. For certain additional kinds of business,
trend figures are derived from dollar volume estimates vwhich
are not published a1 table 1 because these dollar volume esti-
mates are subject to high sampling variability or other causes
affecting reliability of the estimates but where the measure-
ments of trend are considered to have acceptable reliability.

Sales trends by geographic division are also shown for
selected kinds of business (table 5). These trend figures—-
based on the weighted sales of identical firms prior to
July 1961--are now derived from dollar volume estimates.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipts from repairs
or other services to cusiomers, after deducting returns and
allowances, and discounts. Sales of merchandise for others
on a commission basis are also included. Tocal and State
sales taxes, and Federal excise taxes are included.

Inventories.--This report includes monthly dollar volume
estimates of inventories for selected kinds of business for
the United States. Inventory trends basedon table 2 estimates
are provided 1in table 4 for the kinds of business covered in
table 2. For certain additional kimd: of business, trend fig-
ures are derived from Uollar volume -estimates which are not
published in table 2 because these dollar volume estimates are
subject tohigh sampling variability or other causes affecting
reliability of the estimates, but where the measurements of
trend are.considered to have accepteble reliability. Inventory
trendsby geographic divisionare also shown for selected kinds
of business (table 5).

Farm products (raw materials) merchants carry substantial
inventories which are frequently .subject to sharp fiuctuations.
Their inventory data appear to be subject to a very large bias
due, in part, to the lack of adequate monthly records on the
dollar value of ‘inventories. For this reason, separate inven-
tory deta are not published for this +trade. Also, because
inventory movements for this trade can dominate the total for
all merchant wholesalers and thus conceal significant movements
of other "wholesalers, data for this trade are excluded from
the total.

Inventories represent stocks, at cost, of merchandise on
hand for sale at the end of the month. These do not include
goods held on & consignment basis, nor do they include such
items as fixtures, equipment and supplies not held for sale.

Stock-sales ratios.--These are presented in table 3 for
selected kinds of business. The stock-sales ratios are per-
centages derived by dividing the dollar volume of inventories,
at cost, by the dollar volume of sales. No adjustment iz made
in these ratios for the mark-up in sales which varies from
trade to trade.

5. Unpublished Data’
Selected additional data, such as dollar-volume sales and
inventories for some kinds of business not separately shown
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Table 6. COMPARISON OF SALES ESTIMATES FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961

Saleg Sales
Kind of business o1d New Kind of business 014 New
gample | sample sample }sample
MERCHANT .WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.. 9,817 110,295 NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL s s eeeneneenennresrasocsnonens 6,044 36,274

TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw meterials)........|_8,7991 9,357

TOTAL (excluding farm products, taw materisls)....| 5,026 15,336

DURABLE GOODS, TOTALe-veuavsoronsennsonsanesesnneancsnes | 3,7731 4,021

Motor vehicles, automctive equipment, tofal......eceeiciivaieais 475 600 {|Groceries and related products, total.....,.. 2,189 §2,253
Automotive equipment, tires, TUbES...ereeesveecorsnorcsssrnns 409 428 General-line groceries.....aesesssn 838 794
Spetialty-line groceries. 580 697
Electrical goods, t0tale.esciecaserinasesrosnesvrreorsassoarnas 602 628 Confectionery..c.ceseeens 58 63
Electrical supplies, apparatus........ cresessens e 284 263 Meats, meat products.... 3?6 345
Electrical appliances, TV, radio seis, electronic parts, Poultry, poultry products . 150 116
EQUIPMENT v rearrrncserscrssossrsosrasrarsrsessareasessorenes 318 365 Fresh £ruiis, vegetables..vseecsseocsersrsssosoacsanirvncnses 228 238
Furniture, home furnishings, 10tAl...vieverevcncscrearscaaernes 169 203
Furniture-household, officé...cscens en 56 €0 }iBeer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, total i 469 469
Home furnishings, f100T COVEringS...sveesecscscsssonss 113 143 BEE . ccaestavetsssvcsssnaninsservoranonsss . 183 19

Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, totall........ 404 428 Wine, digtilled spirits.ceiecserrscoarsecrnrsenans 286 274
HarGWBre . sasesesrerannstassssncancasncnns FE R PP 156 166

Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies. eeessarenasioaces 203 212 " "

s Drugs, chemicals, allied products, t0Bal...eevsveecveiiaiannas 383 0

Lumiber, congtruction materisls, Hotel.sieececerieaniones 460 426 Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries..... . 245 276
autber, MillWOrK.secececveesvoracnerraass 261 290

Construction materiais 2399 135 Paints, VATNiSheS..isvirirssssvossnnarosercsannoonnos . 24 21

Tetrasarasscesinresten st Other chemicals, allied ProductS.eeescsreescassrassnsansesss 139 143

Machinery, equipment, supplies, totel.... 991 | 1,020 ||Tobaceo, tObAGCO ProduCtB.cvicesvearsssnrsorrssosvoerasnonrsas 304 317
Construction machinery, equipment..... Na 138
Industrial machinery, equipment supplies. 447 3481

Professional equipment, SUDPli€S.ecncsresss 109 120 jiDry goods, apparel, £01al..e.sesesssosssasnisnassesonne 459 487

Service-establisghment equipment, SUPPIiES..civsvsvecsaonronas 3139 9% Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear. 155 | “189

Dry goods, NOLioNS. . evivianresscorassasonssracasorsosencensss 4193 184
Metals, metalwork (except scrap), $01al..ieiecevenscnsnssnseres 382 418

Iron, steel, and products...... . ae crsussearens 272 205 5 5
NONLErTOUS MEtALB .0 cesasrensrsasosasncrsnnorensarssasassossns 110 123 ||Paper, paper products, excluding vallpsper, total............. 27 3,23
BPEY sseaaesestasronsscrvianaresanan 301 270
Scrap, waste materials, total.iiicecvcncencnvorncroansaornnanen 232 237
Iron, steel SeraPas.ereverocsss 120 127 |{0oaleseeinsenn PP 75 72
Waste Materials.ceceucaciionscscecsocosscasosnsonasacesnsones 112 110 [|Farm SUPPLieS ..t ceersusrsrneinoennsrsoonaressssaananasseasse 133 147
See footnotes below. )
Table 7. CQ@PARISON OF INVENTCRY ESTIMATES AND STOCK-SALES RATIOS FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961
Inventories Stock-sales ratios
Kind of buainess 01d New 01d New
gample semple sample sample
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm products, Tav materials)...ieesscissecreccesscasans 11,811 12,558 134 134
Selected XKinds of Buginess
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, tOTAL..uee.ueee aeerssscereersoainesnsseranssassasisonan ) 1,019 1,185 215 198
Automotive equipment, LIres, BUDEB....usueseeeuseionenerersascaisiascnsorsssnrasssononsaonsns 898 896 220 209
Electrical goods, totel.seciacesesrvonacsrosesceasoarcsnsanas eses . 1,048 1,138 174 igl
Electrical gupplies, APDArATUS..ceetsvessrrveasssorssaescatnascnssaces 463 4hd 163 169
Eleetrical appliances, TV, radio sebs, electronic parts, equipment.......cveecvcrensansacasas 585 694 184 190
Hardware, plunbing, heating equipment, supplies, totall.....vseeeoeens 936 1,028 232 240
Hardware...... T 402 423 258 255
Plumbing and heating equipment, SUDDIEE8..ueresetnuenraernrssrarereseratasersonnnsarcersoness 445 503 219 237
Machinery, equipment, supplies, 106281uuescssecsrscsersnoersrsasrosersoasnsnnns 2,044 25031 206 199
Industrial machinery, equipment SUPPLIES..eccravionerescmesrnronreronsacens 829 812 185 ?169
Metals, Metalwork {EXCEPt SCTAD), LOLAL.eeasensnoennranenerssainersnennssnssoencosrsonsaconnsss 778 871 204 208
Iron, steel and Produets GlSErdbUBOTS . vni vt st naennssnenrnesrsoaseonstaanseseebosronansnans £46 741 238 251
Groceries and related producis, total.. freierecareasass . 1,315 1,39 60 62
GENOTRL- 1IN BT O IS v ueeraracasrortasisvenestonasuesonncsntasessossrensononsssessssnssnnnns 703 635 84 80
Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, t0TaLl.ievenrveacsrserararesacsransosnscarsans . 635 640 135 136
Wine, distilled spirits..cceinveensacnesens B P S . 525 510 184 186
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, t0tal.y.vevecaasnsas 534 587 139 133
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists® sundries....... 384 400 157 145
Paper, paper products;, excluding wallpaper, TOT8L.....e.ceeesresssencevarcsnrnrain 5326 369 594 114
Y R L R TR L L LT T ‘269 295 89 109

1 oupgp conditicning, commercial refrigerstion equipment supplies,” was ineluded in "Machinery equipment supplies" group in the old sample, but now is included

in "Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment supplies" group. Dollar velume estimates are nob published separately for this trade, but are imcluded in the old and
ney senple date for the latter group.

Ready mixed conerete distributors, vhich in 1954 represented 27 percent of the construction material total and about 1 percent of total merchani wholesale
sales--are excluded from the revised sample because they vere classified in menufacturing in the 1958 Census.

2 "Welding :supplies,” ‘included in "Service establishment equipment supplies” in the old sample iz now ineluded in "Indusirial machinery, equipment.”
“Hosiery and lingerie" included in "Dry goods, noticns® in ihe old sample, ig now included in "Apparel and accessories."

5 "yjalipaper" included .in "Stationery, office supplies” and the "Paper, paper products group” in the old sample, is now inmcluded in "Other nondurable goods"
group.

Hote: Totels include data from some kinds of buginess mot shown se

parately. Detail may not add to totals due to rounding. Alaska and Hawaii which repre-
sented about 0.3%

of the total merchent wholesale sales in 1958, are included in the new sample but were not included in the old sample.
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE , ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA--Continued

in this report, are produced as a by-product of the regularly
published statistics. These additional data have not been
included in this publication basically because thelr sampling
variability is so high relative to the changes from month-to-
month, or between other periods, that might be anticipated
actually to occur, ss to make them potentially misleading.
The Bureau of the Census on request, will release such figures
for individual use, though not for publication.

It should be noted +that in some cases figures for an indi- V

vidual kind of business can be derived from the Monthly Whole-
sale Trade Report itself by subtracting figures for certain
published kinds of business from their respective kind-of-
business group totals. However, in these cases, the figures
obtained by such subtraetion would be subject to the high sam-
pling variability described above for unpublished kinds of
business and their use would be subject to the same hazards.

6. Estimating Procedure

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned welight
which vreflects its probability of selection in the sample.
Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight
of one (1). Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depend-
ing upon size, with smaller firms having a lower probability
of selection and thus a larger weight.

For most firms reporting, data are available for each of
three monthe (current, previous, and year ago). New firms
reporting provide data for at least two months (eurrent and
previous). Sales and inventory figures reported for each firm
are multiplied by its weight (the reciprocal of its probebility
of selection) and the results summarized to obtain the dollar
volume estimates, percentage changes and stock-sales ratios
shown in this report.

The preliminary "composite" estimateisa weighted average of
two estimates: (a) tte current month unbiased estimate (weight
.3) and (b) a ratio estimate (weight .7) obtained by multi~
plying the above previous month composite estimate by the
current 1o previous month ratio obtained from the current
month reports.

The final "composite" estimate (available a month later) is
a weighted ‘average of two estimates: (a) the preliminary
"composite" estimate (weight .72) and (b) the unbiased esti-
mate (weight .28) for the same month as obtained from the next
month's reporting panel. The "composite" estimates provide a
measure of the dollar volume of sales and inventories consid-
erably more reliable than the unbiased estimates and the final
"composite! estimate is also generally more reliable then the
preliminary "composite" estimate.

7. Reliability of the Data

Estimates based on a sample are subject to sampling varia-
bility end thus are not expected to be in exact agreement with
a complete census taken with the same enumeration procedures.
For all trades combined, the sempling variabilityof the dollar
level of the "composite" sales estimates for any individual
month,’ was about 0.8 percent at the one sigma level. That is
to say, the chances are about two out of three that the esti-
mated sales shown would be within 0.8 percent of the results
of a complete enumeration, The median sampling error of the
inventory estimates for all trades combined (excluding farm
products) was 0.7 percent.

Sampling errors have been computed by kind of business for
the monthly estimetes of sales and inventories and for the
ratios of current month to previous month sales and inventories
for selected months during 1961. Table 8 presents the range
of the sampling errors and their medians; however, the samp-
ling errors for individual months are available upon reguest.
The sampling errors shown for the monthly dollar estimates
are based on the final "composite" estimates, while the samp-
ling errors of the month-to-month ratios are based on the
preliminary "composite® estimate of the current month and the
final "composite" estimate of the previous month. The samp-
ling error of the preliminary "composite" estimates are mnot
shown, but would generally be slightly higher than those shown
for the {inal "composite" estimate. The sampling error of
month-to-month ratios based on the final estimates would be
somewhat higher than that shown in table 8.

Sampling errors of the ratio of current month to year-ago
sales and inventories have not been computed for 1961 but are
being computed begimiing with January 1962. Generally the
sampling error of the current month to a year-ago ratio will
be higher than the sampling error of the current to previous
month ratio and will approximate the sempling error shown for
the monthly dollar estimates. Table 8 shows the current month
to year-ago sampling errors for January and February 1962,
These are somewhat higher than expected in future months be-
cause data in the first four months of 1961--when the revised
sample was being introduced--were subject to greater vari-
ability than in later months.

Sampling ervors of the sales and inventory trends by geo-
graphic division are also being computed but have not yet.
been evaluated.

Sampling errors are themselves subject to sampling varia-
bility end thus should be regarded as giving a general rather
then exact ldea of the variability due to sampling.  They may
also vary as a result .of seasonal or cyclical fluctuations.
Differences may also exist tothe extent that the variances of
the new sample differ from the variances of the old sample.

These measures of sampling variability do not include biases
that may arise from nonseampling errors, such as the failure
of respondents to submit correct figures or to submit reports

_in time for tabulation. 1In preparing the dollar volume esti-

mates, an estimate dis included for those firms that fail to
respond. ‘To the, extent that the estimates for these firms may
differ from the actual figures, nonresponse affects, the re-
1liability of the dollar volume estimate. As a result, dollar
volume estimates are not published separately in some trades
where the nonresponse rate was considered too high to provide
reliable level estimates. At the national level, approxi-
mately 10 percent of the total sales and 30 percent of total
inventories are imputed for nonresponse. In some geographic
divisions, the 0. response may be higher. Biases may also
arise due to the use of estimates by respondents. This prob-
ably occurs more often in the case of inventories than for
sales, reflecting the fact that inventory ‘records are not kept
by all businesses on a monthly basis to the same extent as
for sales.

For kinds of business where estimates appear to be subject
to high sampling variability, or to considerable bilas, dollar
volume figures are not published. However, as the effect of
such veriability or bias is less serious for short range com-
parisons than for long range ones, trend figuves based on the
unpublished dollar volume estimates are provided where such
trend figures are within acceptable standards of reliability.

8. Use of Sampling Errors

The use of sampling errors shown in table & is illustrated
by the following computation: Multiply the median sampling
error by the estimate (whether it is a dollar volume estimate
or a ratio). Add and subtract the r.sulting produet from the
published estimate. Th» resulting range of the estimate is
expected to include the "expected value" (that is, the value
which could be obtained from a complete enumeration) about
two out of three times. Doubling the median sampling error
and repeating the above process will give a range vwhich will
include the "expected value" about 19 out of 20 times.

To illustrate the computation of these ranges for monthly
dollar volume estimates, consider the sales estimate made for
all durable goods in May 1961. The published estimate is
$4,915 million while the median sampling error shown in this
report is 1.0 percent (or .0l). Multiplying $4,915 million
by .01; we obtain $49 million. Thus, the chances .are two out
of three that the "expected value" of the estimate is between
$4,866 and $4,964 milllon. Doubling the given median sampling
error gives wus the 1limits, $4,817 to $5,013 million, which
will contain the "expected value" 19 out of 20 times.

As an example of the use of these median sampling error data
with ratios, consider the ratio of chenge from April 196l to
May 1961 for all durable goods. This ratio of change, obtained
by dividing $4,915 million by $4,494 million,  is 1.094 (it
can also be expressed as a 9% increase). The medien sampling
error of this ratio is 0.6 percent (.006). Multiplying 1.094
by .006 we obtain .007 as the standard error of the ratio.
There is a probability of two out of three that the "expected
ratio" is contained in the range 1.087 to 1.10L (that is, that
the April to May change was between a 9% and 10% increase),
vhile there is a probability of 19 ocut of 20 that the "expec-
ted ratio" is contained in the range 1.080 to 1.108.
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Seles

Inventories

Kind of business

Sampling error
of the monthly
dollar estimates

Sampling error
of the ratio of
current month to--

Sempling ervor
of the monthly
dollar estimates

Sampling error
of the ratio of
current month to--

Previous month Year ago Previous month Year ago
Range Median Range Median
Jan. Feb. s Jan. Feb.
Range | Medimn | jge0 |00 Range | Median | 1555 | 1965
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.........| 0.7-0.9 0.8 0.4-0.7 0.6 1.1 6.9 - - - - - "
TOTAL 1uding £ oduct: i3
mater:f:fg)ngmpr,&m 0.6-0.8 0.7 0.3-0.7 0.5 0.9 1.0 | 0.6-0.8 0.7 0.1-0.8 0.2 1.1 0.9
DURABLE (OODS, TOTAL.seivrnrrnncnnnesnnnss 0.7-1.2 1.0 0.5-0.9 0.6 1.7 1.7 - - 0.2-0.5 0.3 1.1 1.7
Motor vehicles, autcmotive equipment, totsl.., 2-3 3 1=3 2 5 5 2-4 3 0.3-0.9 0.6 3 2
Automobiles, other motor vehicles. ... ... | 4. 5 3-6 % 3 9 - - 1.0-2.3 1.5 i 4
Autamotive equipment, tires, tubes.. . 34 3 13 1 5 4 3-4 4 0.3-1.0 0.7 3 3
FElectrical g00ds, £0t81..evracreeenss el 24 3 1-2 1 Na Na 2-3 2 0.4-1.2 0.5 3 2
Electrical supplies, apparatus,...oneen .| 53 2 12 1 NA NA 2.3 3 0.4-0.8 0.6 2 2
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets
electranic partesererio e | s 3 1-3 2 6 4 3-3 3 0559 | 0.8 3 3
Furniture, home furnishings, total. PP 34 3 1-3 2 3 5 - - 0.6-2.1 1.0 5 3
Furniture-household, office...... eres 3-6 5 2-5 4% 4 3 - - 0.8-1.5 1.2 5 3
Home furnishings, floor COveringS...vevansn.. 3-5 4 24 2 5 6 - - 0.6-2.7 1.3 6 5
Hardwere, plumbing-heating equipment,
supplies, R U, 2-3 2 12 1 3 3 2-3 2 0.3-0.6 0.5 3 2
WAL 0s teomenvenanearusosonsncnnsensannes 34 3 13 2 4 4 2-3 2 0.54.4 0.6 4 2
Plumbing end heating equipment, supplies.... 3-4 3 1-3 2 4 4 Al 4 0.3-1.0 0.7 4 3
Alr conditioning, refrigeration equipment,
BUPPLIEE. ot eriiteniinnnenansnrannn. - = 2-9 6 11 8 - - 0.8~-1.7 1.1 3 6
Lumber, construction materials, total . 2-3 3 1-3 2. 6 3 - - 0.6-3.0 1.0 8 6
Lumber, miliwork.... PN 3-5 4 1-4 2 7 3 - - 0.7-2.6 1.3 Vi 8
Construction materials.....,...... . 34 4 24 3 9 6 - - 0.7-6.5 0.9 12 5
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total......... 2-3 2 1-2 2 Na 4 1-2 2 0.3-1.1 0.6 3 2
Commercial, industrial machinery, equipment,

BUBDLIES . o vt iise e ttieiiiireranerrronennnns 24 3 HA NA NA A - - : N X NA NA
Commereial machines, equipment, . .. ~ -~ 3.7 5 NA 8 - - 0.6-2.1 1.3 6 5
Construction machinery, equipment......... 5-8 7 2-6 5 NA 6 - - 0.4-1.9 0.9 3 3
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies. 3-5 3 2 3 NA 8 2-4 3 0.6-1.9 0.8 7 5

Professional equipment, supplies.... 3-5 4 2-3 3 5 4 - - 0.4-1.1 0.7 5 4
Surgical, medical, hospital supplies...... - - 3-5 4 9 5 - - 0.6-1.6 .8 7 4
Service establisbment equipment, supplies... 47 6 24 3 5 3 - - 0.5-3.3 1.2 5 5
Metals, metalwork {except serap), total 34 3 14 2 6 3 2-5 4 0.4-3.3 0.5 4 3
Iron, steel and products..... 4-5 5 2-5 3 8 4 2-5 4 0.4-3.9 0.6 4 3
Nonferrous metels.......... 24 3 24 2 4 5 - - 0.5-1.3 0.9 5 4
Serap, waste materials, total 3-dh 4 2-5 3 4 3 - - 0.7-3.8 1.3 6 4
Iron, steel serap... 46 5 2-6 4 8 4 - - 0.9-5.4 1.9 7 7
Waste materials....... Peeerarens 5-8 6 2-5 3 8 5 - - 0.8-3.6 1.5 1 5
DL L P terscesinninrsenasen - - 2-6 4 7 7 - - 0.4-1.9 1.1 5 4
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..covrnrrncnnennens| 0.9-1.4 1.1 0.5-0.9 0.7 1.4 , 09 - - - - - -
TOTAL {excluding famm products, raw :
materials)............................. 0.8-1.1 0.9 0.5-0.7 0.5 1.0 0.8 - - 0.2-0.5 0.4 1.7 1.3
Groceries and related products, total......... 2-2 2 12 1 3 2 2-4 3 0.4-1.5 0.7 3 1
General-line grogeries...... teesnsanes 2-3 3 1.1 1 3 2 2-3 3 0.4-1.2 0.6 3 2
Voluntary groups..... - - 1-1 1 4 3 - - 0.5-1.3 0.7 4 4
Retaller-cooperatives - - 1-2 1 4 3 - - 1.0-1.2 1.0 7 3
Nonaffiliated.....uur..... - - i-2 2 5 3 - - 1.141.3 1.2 3 3
Specialty-line groceries.... 34 3 1-3 2 4 3 - - 0.6-<2.2 1.0 6 5
Gonfectionery............... 4-5 4 1-3 2 8 7 - - 0.6-1,9 1.3 7 NA
Meat, meat products...... ceen 5-10 6 1-4 2 3 4 - - 1.8-18.0 4.5 10 3
Poultry, poultry products . 46 5 1-6 2 6 5 - - 1.74.9 2.7 11 9
Fresh fruit, vegetable.voiiiseenan.,, . 3-8 4 2-6 2 9 6 - - 1.04.6 2.2 12 9
Beer, wine, distilled aleoholice beverages,
total 3-4 3 1-2 1 4 %4 5-7 6 0.8<1.8 1a 7 6
Beer.......cu...., 2-5 3 1-2 1 4 2 - - 1.4-3.3 2.2 4 5
Wine, distilled spirits 46 5 1-2 2 5 ] 7-8 7 0.9-2.3 1.3 8 6
Drugs, éhemicals, allied products, total...... 2-3 2 1-2 1 2 2 23 2 0.4-1.0 0.5 2 1
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists?

sundries. . .ouuaa.,. : 34 3 1-3 1 3 3 2-3 2 0.3-0.9 0.5 3 2

General-line drug - - 1-1 - 2 1 - - 0.1-0.4 0.3 2 2
Paints, vernishes............. . . 3-8 4 1-3 2 8 5 - - 0.5-1.9 0.8 3 3
Other chemicals, allied ProductBee.veeean... 3-6 4 2-3 2 6 10 - - 0.5-3.8 iz 17 NA

Tobacco, $obacco ProductS..eviiuss...n........ 2-4 3 1-1 1 3 2 ~ - 0.6-2. 0.8 4 3
Dry goods, apparel, total.......,veseurn.rn..]  2-3 2 1-3 2 3 2 - - C.4-1.4 0.8
Apparel and accessories ., hosie;'y, lingerie ¢ ?
footwear. ... 3-6 4 2-5 4 7 5 - - 1.3 7 7
Dry goods, notions...... .. ces 45 4 2% 3 5 5 - - 0.9 7 4
Piece goods CONVETLeTrS .t vaeetintinsennansas - - 1-3 2 5 4 = - 0.7 - -
Paper, paper products (exeluding wallpaper) B
tota. ettt ittt es sttt nennnnes 23 3 1.3 2 3 4 3-5 4 0.4-2.8 0.6 4 3
Paper.......;.............. . 2-3 3 1-2 2 4 3 3-4 4 0.6-1.3 0.7 2 3
Stationery, office supplies.. - - 4-16 7 - -~ - - - - - -
Farm products {rav materlals ), total - = 2-5 3 Na 5 - - - - -
Cotton..uuvesnunnana.... cevenne - - 3-16 6 Na 9 - - - - - =
Grain.......... v - - 2-5 3 Na 4 - - - - - -
Other nondurable goods, total - - 1-3 2 4 4 - - 0.4-1.6 1.0
Amusement;, sporting goods.... 3-6 4 27 4 5 5 - - 0.8-2.2 1:2 2 i
Books, magazines, newspapers . 34 3 1-4 2 3 3 - - 0.2-2.0 0.8 8 5
G Tersascnns ceren 2-6 3 1-3 2 4 4 - - 0.9-4.2 1.7 12 11
e tesets et rianananaan 4-11 5 2-9 3 7 7 - - 1.1~5.4 2.1 10 8

Note: The sampling ervor of ‘the monthly sales and inventory estimates (final estimates

rrevious month) are based on 10 measurements from March through December 1961,

NA Not available.

} and of the trend

ratios (prelimi_mary current month to final
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DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSINESS

A1l kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers operate
are represented in this survey. The kinds of business shown
in this. report parallel broad classifications shown in the
1957 edition of the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC)
Manual and used in the 1958 Census of Business. Fach astab-
lishment in this survey has been assigned a kind-of-business
classification based upon its trade designation and an ana-
lysis of its sales by commodity lines as reported to the
Bureau of the Census. A description of each kind-of-business
classification in this report is given below.

DURABLE GOODS

Motor Vehicles, Automotive Equipment

(SIC 501)

Automobiles, other motor vehicles (SIC 5012).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of new
and used passenger automobiles and other motor vehicles.
Dealers primarily engaged in selling road-type commercial
trucks, truck-tractors, truck-trailers » buses, semitrailers,
and related vehicles are included. Automotive establishments
primarily engaged in .selling at retail to individual con-
sumers for personal use, and alsc sélling a limited amount
of new and used passenger automobiles and trucks at whole~
sale, are classified in retail trade.

Automotive equipment, tires end tubes (SIG 5013 plus 5014 )~
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri—
‘bution of mew and used automotive parts and accessories;
filling station and garage service equipment  (SIC 5013);
also establishments primarily engaged in thewholesale distri-
bution of rubber tires and tubes for passenger and commercial
vehicles (SIC 5014).

Electrical Goods
(SIC 506)

"Electrical supplies, apparatus (SIC 5062 plus 5063) .-
Establishments primarily engaged in the vholesals distribution
of electrical wiring supplies and construction materials;
electrical apparatus and equipment. Where such establishments
are also engaged in the wholesale distribution of ma jor elec-
trical appliances such as radic sets, television sets , Te-
frigerators, and freezers, they are classified as general-
line electrical supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5062).
If not also engaged in distribution of major electrical
appliances, they are classified as specialty-line electrical
supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5063).

Electrical appliances, IV, radio sets, electronic parts,

all other +types of hard and soft surface floor coverings;
and all other general home furnishings and homewares.

Hardware; Plumbing and Heating Equipment, Supplies
{SIC 507) :

Hardware (SIC 5072).--Establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of hardware; establishments pri-
marily selling automotive hardware are classified inSIC 501.

Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies (SIC 5074) . ——Es-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of plumbing and heating equipment and supplies to be install-
ed ‘in residential and commercial buildings.

Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment, supplies
5077).--Establishments primarily engaged in +the wholesale
distribution of air conditioning, refrigeration, and venti-
lating equipment and supplies, except self-contained air-
conditioning units--SIC Code 506. )

(s1c

L.umber, Construction Materials

(Part of SIC 509)

Lumber, millwork (part of SIC 5098).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution o rough, dressed
and finished lumber; plywood; door and window frames (wooden
or metal), and all other varieties of wooden and metal mill-
work.

Construction materials (part of SIC 5098).--Establishments
primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of such building
materials as brick, building stone, cement, granite, gravel,
lime, marble, plaster, window glass, roofing materials, and
sand; ready-mix concrete distributors are not included in
this group but are classified as manufacturers (SIC 3273).

Machinery, Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 508)

Commercial,

(SIC 5082):

Commercial machines, equipment (part _of SIC 5082) . ~-Es-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of office, store, and business machines and equipment. (ex~
cept furnifure); commercial food-service equipment and sup-
plies; fountain and store fixtures and equipment; and tanks,
pumps, compressors, etc., for marketing petroleum products.

industrial machinery, equipment, supplies

Construction machinery, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--

equipment (SIC 5064 plus  5065).--RKstablishments primarily
engaged in the wholesale distribution of radio and tele-
vision sets, self-contained air-conditioning wunits, and
household electrical appliances. Gas clothes dryers and gas
household refrigerators are included here (SIC 5064). Also
establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of electronic parts and equipment, such as radic and tele-
vision receiving and transmitting, and industrial electronic
tubes; electronic intercommunication equipment; radio parts
and accessories; and electronic sound equipment (SIC 5065).

Fumiture, Home Furnishings

(Part of SIC 509)

Furniture--household, office (part of SIC 5097).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
household - furniture, including bedsprings, mattresses and
all such component parts; office furniture, professional

furniture, public furniture (for public parks and buildings,
ete. ).

Home furnishings, floor coverings (part of SIC 5097) . ——
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of antiques, china, glassware, and earthenware ; curtains
and draperies; table linens, towels; carpets, linoleum, and

Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of cranes, excavating machinery and equipment, power
shovels; road construction and maintenance machinery, tractor
mounted equipment, and other construction machinery and
equipment.

.

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies (part of SIC
5082) . --Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale
distribution of such industrial machinery and parts as
metal-working tools; food products manufacturing machinery
and equipment; dairy products menufacturing machinery; oil
well machinery and supplies; industrial fans ; industrial
tractors and trailers; and other industrial machinery, parts
and attachments. Also establishments primarily engaged in
‘the wholesale distribution of abrasives and materials ; rope
and cordage; mechanical rubber goods; welding supplies;
mechanical power +transmission equipment; industrial valves
and fittings; industrial leather; used drums » barrels, and
other metal containers which have been cleaned o reprocess-~
ed; also other specilal or general industrial supplies such
as Industrial storage batteries » bort, industrial diamonds,
and miscellaneous mill supplies.

Professional equipment, supplies (SIC 5086 ) .—~Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
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mechanical devieces .and other equipment used by dentists,
physicians, surgeons, veterinarians, optometrists, osteo~
paths, and other like professional groups.

Surgical, medical, hospital supply houseg,--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in selling surgical and medieal
ingtruments; doctors apparatus and equipment; orthopedic
appliances; artificial limbs; operating room and other
hospital equipment, X-ray machines and accessories and
other scientific instruments used by physicians and in
hospitals.

Service~establishment eguipment, supplies (SIC 5087) o~
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale digtri-
bution of equipment and supplies for barber shops, beauty
pariors, power laundries, dry cleaning plants, Janitors,
shoe repairers, upholsterers, undertakers, and related
service establishments.

Other machinery, equipment, supplies (SIC 5083 plus 5088)
not_shown separately).--Establistments primarily engaged in
wholesale distribution of agricultural machinery and equip-
ment for use in the preparation and maintenance of +the soil,
the planting and harvesting of crops, and other operations
and proeesses pertaining +o work m the farm orin the garden;
and dalry farm machineryand equipment (SIC 5083); also estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
transportation equipment, supplies (except motor vehicles),
ineluding air, marine, and railroad ‘transportation equip-
ment and supplies (SIC 5088). :

Metals, Mefalworkv(excepl scrap)
(Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel, and products (part of SIC 5091) .~-Establish-
ments primarily engaged in vwholesale distribution of iron
and steel products-~bars, rods, Plates, sheet, wire, nails,
spikes, shapes, pipe, tubing, containers, etec.

Nonferrous metals (part of SIC 5091) .~-Establishments pri-
marily engaged in wholesale distribution of nonferrous metals
(except precious metals)——copper, brass, alumimm, ete.--and
miscellaneous nonmetallie minerals.

Scrap and Waste Materials
(Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel serap (part of SIC 5093) .~-Establisghments pri-
marily engaged In assembling; breaking up, sorting and whole~-
sale distribution of all forms of serap iron and steel,
This industry includes auto wreekers engaged in dismantling
automobiles for serap. Those dismantling wused cars for the
sale of parts are not ineluded here.

Waste materials (part of SIC 5093) .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of nonferrous
serap (but mot smelting, except for pot-melting of lead) a
wide variety of scrap materials or g Particular line of
serap materials such as waste Paperand waste paper products;
wiping cloth, waste rags, textile waste, linters ; serap
rubber; ete.

Jewelry

(Part of SIC 509)

Jewelry (part of SIC 5099) .--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of Jewelry ineluding precious
stones and metals, costume Jewelry, clocks, silverware, ete.

NONDURABLE GOODS

Groceries and Related Products

(51C 504)

General-line groceries (SIC 5042 | .—Establishments engaged
in the wholesale distribution of a gemeral line of groceries~-
canned foods, coffee, flour, sugar, tea, spices, .etec. Vol-

untary group wholesalers, retailer-cooperative warehouses,
and cash-and-carry depots are included, as well as nonaffil-
iated general-line grocery wholesalers.

Specialty-line groceries (SIC 5043 Plus 5046 plus 5049) .-
Establistments primarily engaged in the wholesale distrib-
ution of dairy products such as butter, cheese, ice cream
and ices, and fluid milk and cream (SIC 5043).  Also estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
(but not packaging) of fresh, cured (but not cammed) fish
and seafoods -(SIC 5046); and establisbments engaged in +the
distribution of groceries and related products not elsewhere

- ¢lassified suchas bakery products, breakfast cereals, canned

goods, green .or roasted coffee, flour, fruit peel, packaged
frozen foods, oleomargarine, pickles, preserves y Jams, Jellies,
sauces, spices, refined sugar, tea, and yeast (SIC 5049).
Establishments primarily engaged in roasting and shelling-
nuts, in the wholesale distribution of soft drinks, and in
bottlingand distributing natural springand mineral wafersare
also classified in thig industry. Establishments primarily
engaged in pasteurizing, bottlingand selling milk; Preparation
of fresh or frogen peckaged fish or other seafood; shucking
of oysters; or bottlingard selling soft drinksare classified
as manufacturers, not here. likewise, establishments pri-
marily engaged in roasting coffee, = blending tea, and in
grinding and packaging splees are classified as manufacturers.

Confectionery (SIC 5045)--FEstablishments primarily engaged
in the whdlesale distribution of confectionery, such as candy,
chewing gum, salted nuts, popeorn, and fountain syrups.

Meat, meat products (SIG 5047) .--Establishments primarily
engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh, cured, and
processed (but not canned) meats and lard.

Poultry, poultry products (816 5044 ) .—-Establishments pri~
marily engaged in the wholesale dlstribution of poultry and
poultry products. Establishments Pprimarily engaged in kill-

ing, dressing, and selling poultry are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Fresh fruits, fresh vegetables (SIC 5048) ~~Egtablishments
Drimarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh
fruits, vegetables, berries, ete.

Beer, Wine, Distilled Alcoholic Beverages
(Part of SIC 509)

Beer (part of SIC 5095) .-~Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distribution of beer, ale, porter, and other
fermented malt liquors,

Wines, distilled spirits (part of SIC 5095) .~-Establish-~
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of dis-
tilled spirits, Including neutral spirits and ethyl alcchol
used in blending, wines, and distilled liguids.

Drugs, Chemicals, Allied Products
(SIC 502)

Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries (SIC 5022).
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribu-
‘tion of drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists!' sundries, and
toiletries. For surgical, medical, and hospital supply
houses see SIC Code 5086.

General-line drugs.-~Establishments engaged in gelling a
full line of drugs, Pharmaceuticals, proprietary medicines,
druggists' rubber goods, cosmetics, toiletries, drug sun-
dries, and related merchandise. Cooperatives and voluntary
group wholesalers handling a full line of drugs are also
included in +this classification. Liquor departments of
drug wholesalers, however, are inecluded with "ine, dis-
tilled spirits" (part of SIC 5095).
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Paints, varnishes (SIC 5028)--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in the wholesale distribution of paints and varnishes
in paste ar powder form or ready for use. (lass and wallpaper
are frequently handled as important secondary lines.

Other chemicals, allied products (SIC 5029).~-Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of in-
dustrial chemicals such as acids, ammonia, industrial and
heavy chemicals, dyestuffs, industrial salts, insecticides,
naval stores, plastic materials, rosin, turpentine, and re-
lated products. Establishments primarily engaged in distrib-
uting ammunition and fireworks at wholesale are classified
in SIC 5099.

Tobacco
{Part of SIC 509)

Tobacco, tobacco produets (SIG 5094 ) .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in wholesale distribution of marufactured
tobaceo products--cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco. Mar—
keters of leaf tobacco are classified in SIC Industry 5051.

Dry Goods, Apparel
(SIC 503)

Apparel and accessgories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear (SIC
5035 plus 5039),.--Establishments primarily engaged in the
wholesale distribution of apparel and accessories, hogiery,
lingerie (SIC 5035); and establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of footwear of leather, rubber,
and other materials (SIC 5039). Clothing jobbers having
garments made on contract by others are classified as manu-~
facturers, not here.

Dry goods, notions (part of SIG 5032).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of dry goods,
and notions. Establishments primarily engaged in selling
textile home furnishings (ecurteins, draperien, domestics,

ete.) are included in "Home furnishings, floor coverings,"
SIC 5097.

Piece goods converters (part of SIC 5032) .~~Establishments
primarily engaged in purchasing textiles in the gray or un-
Tinished form, having them dyed and/or’ finished by others,
usually on a contract basis, and selling +to the cutting-up
trade, garment makers, wholesalers, or retailers. Converters
operating bleaching, dyeing, and finishing plants are not
considered as merchant wholesalers.

Paper, Paper Products, Except Wallpaper
(Part of SIC 509)

Paper (part of SIC 5096).--Establishments engaged in whole~
sale distribution of fine and coarse paper and products, in-
eluding writing paper, envelope paper, groundwood, printing
and rotogravure paper, wrapping paper, paperboard, cello-
phane, and converted paper products such as bags, boxes,
dishes, nepkins, shipping supplies.

5

Stationery, office supplies (part of SIC 5096).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
commercial stationery; office supplies including envelopes,
typewriter and mimeograph paper, file cards and folders, pens,
calendars, ete,; soeial stationery, including envelopes.

Farm Products--Raw Materials

(SIC 505)

Cotton (part of SIC 505),~-Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of raw cotton and cotton
linters.

Grain (part of SIC 505) .--Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distributionof corn, wheat, oats, sorghm, soy~
beans, barley, and other grains. Grain exporters and grain
elevators buying and selling grain are included here as well
as other grain merchants.

Other farm products (part of SIC 505)(not shown separately)
Establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of livestock such as cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, lambs,
goats, and miscellaneous farm products such as leaf tobacco;
hides, skins, and pelts; horses .and mules ; bristles; broom—
corn; feathers; hops; hair; moss; unroasted peanuts, oil
kernels, oil nuts, raw silk; straw, vegetable fibers, etec.

Other Nondurable Goods
(Part of SIC 509)

Amusement, sporting goods (part of SIC 5099) .~~Establigh~
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of all
types of amusement end sporting goods and accessorieg——bil-
lard and pool supplies; cameras and photographic equipment;
coin-operated game machines; games, toys; ete.

Books, magazines, newspapers (part of SIC 5099) .-~Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
books, lithographed matter, magazines, newspaperd, and all
other forms of reading material.

Coal (part of SIC 5091) .~-Establighments primarily engaged
in the wholesale distribution of coal and coke. Included
are establishments which have products shipped direct from
mine to customer, and establishments operating yards and
dock space, and making deliveries -+therefrom at wholesale as
well as other coal merchants.

Farm supplies (part of SIG 5099)--Establishments primarily
engaged in wholesele distribution of animal feeds, ferti-
lizers, agricultural chemicals, seeds, and other farm sup~
plies.

Other produets (part of SIC 5099) (not shown separately).——

BEstablishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of':

Pefroleum products (exeept bulk stations, terminalg)
including liquefied petroleum gases; petroleum produets
such as gasoline, lubricants, fuel oil. This classification
differs from SIC Industry 5092 in that establishments in—
cluded here do not have storage capaclity for bulk liguid
products.

Gifts, art goods, greeting cards ineluding souvenirs,
novelties, and similar products.

Flowers, bulbs, plants including cut flowers,
Plants, and florists’
stoek, ete.

potted
supplies; bulbs, plantings, nursery -

Other miscellaneous products including advertising nove
elties and specialties; timber products -such as ties, logs,
cordwood, wooden barrels, crates, sawdust, and other forest
products except lumber; saddlery and other leather products
(except footwear, apparel, and belting); industrial yarn;
musical instruments, musicians' supplies, records; textiles,
canvass products, felt, burlap ({bags); basic food and
beverage materials as malt, hops, raw sugar, industrial
molasses; wallpaper; a general line of merchandise; and
specialty lines not included elsewhere such as cork, animal
and vegetable oils, crude rubber, ete.

USCOMM--DC




MONTHLY

LHOLESALE TRADE

REPORT

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Luther H. Hodges, Secretary

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
Richard M. Scammon, Director

JUNE 1962

BW-62-6

SALES AND INVENTORIES

FCOR RELEASE
August 8, 1962

SALES

June 1962 sales of merchant wholesalers, estimated
at $12.3 billion, were down 2 percent from May sales
but were up 3 percent over June sales a year ago.
(The decline from May sales was due meinly to the
fewer +trading days in June.) Cumulative sales for
the first six months of 1962 totaled $71.0 billion,
up 6 percent over sales in the same period of 1961.

Sales in the durable goods trades, totaling $5.2
billion in June, dropped slightly (-1%) from the May
level but were 3 percent higher than June 1961 sales.
The nondurable goods trades, with sales of $7.1 bilw
lion, declined 3 percent below the May level but
were 3 percent over sales a year ago. First half
1962 sales 1in the durable goods trades were up 9
percent over first half 1961, while sales in the
nondurable goods trades were up 3 percent.

Most trades reported June sales below May levels,
with the sharpest declines experienced by Jewelry
wholesalers (-14%),iron, steel scrap dealers (-14%),
and farm supplies wholesalers (-13%). Among the
trades showing increases, the larger gains were re-
ported by constructlon machinery, equipment distrib-
utors (11%), furniture wholesalers (104), and elec-
tricael appliance distributors (10%4). Compared with
sales a year ago, construction machinery, equipment
distributors (up 49%) and grain merchants (up 21%)
registered the principal gains; iron, steel scrap
dealers (down 36%) reported the sharpest decline for
the third consecutive month. Over the 6 month period,
most trades indicated moderate gains. However, sub-
stantial increases were reported by distributors of
construction machinery, equipment (26%), industrial
machinery, equipment (26%), and automobiles, and
other motor vehicles (22%); iron, steel scrap dealers
(down 9%) experienced the sharpest decline.

Seven geographic divisions reported declines of 1.
to 4 percent from previous month sales., The Pacifie
Division showed no change from May sales while the
South Atlantic Division indicated a slight (1%) in-
crease. Compared with sales a year ago, gains were
reported in all divisions except the Mountain and the
Pacific, which showed no change.

INVENTORIES

Inventories of merchant wholesalers, exeluding
farm products (raw materials) merchants, estimated
at $13.3 billion at the end of June, rose slightly
(1%) during the month and were 3 percent above stocks
on hand a year ago. Stocks in the durable goods
trades remained unchanged during the month, hut stocks
of nondurable goods increased slightly (1%). Come
pared with year-ago levels, durable goods stocks
were up 4 percent while nondurable goods stocks in-
creased slightly (1%).

SRLES OF HE@GHAHI WHOLESALERS IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSIHESS-
SIX MONTHS 1962 COMPARED WITH SIX MONTHS 1961

{Parcentage chonges)

ALL TRADES, TOTAL
BURABLE 600DS, TOTAL
MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT
METALS, METALWORK
ELECTRICAL GOODS
HARDWARE, PLUMBING
FURNITURE, FURNISKINGS
* ] MOTOR VEHICLES, EQUIPKENT
LUMBER, CONSTRUCTION
JEWELRY
SCRAP, WASTE MATERIALS
HONOURABLE GOODS, TOTAL
ORY GOODS, APFAREL
GROCERIES, RELATEDPRODUCTS
PAPER AND PRODUCTS
ToBACCO
BEER, WINE, SPIRITS
DRYGS, CREMICALS
EARM PRODUCTS (RA¥ MAT.)
coaL

FARM SUPPLIES

] ° 5 Bl S5 -2
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While most trades reported only small changes from
previous month inventory levels, coal wholesalers
indicated a substantidl increase (28%). Compared
with stocks a year ago, the largest increases were
recorded by distributors of nonferrous metals (18%),
iron, steel,and products (17%), and by service estab-
lishment supply houses (16%); the sharpest declines
by poultry products distributors (-31%) and irom,
steel scrap dealers (~27%).

The June 1962 stock-sales ratio for merchant
wholesalers was 117 percent, up 3 points from May and
1 point above the June 1961 stock-sales ratio. The
June 1962 stock-sales ratio of durable goods whole-
salers was 157 percent compared with the nondurable
goods ratio of 83 percent.

GENERAL

Data in this report are based on a probabllity sam-
ple, representative of all merchant wholesalers in
the country. A description of the sample design, the
estimating procedure,and approximate measures of the
reliability of the data are included on pages 10 to
12. These data are not adjusted for number of days
in the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.

lAn advance release of June 1962 data was issued on July 31, 1962,

For sale by the Bureau of the Census; Single copy.-10¢, annual subscription--$1.00



Table 1. ESTIMATED MONTHLY SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS:

1961 AND 1962
(Mi1lions of dollars)
Total
) 1962 1961 6 months
Kind of tusiness
Jan. | Feb. Mar. { Apr. May® June? June B Tuly |Aug. lSept. Oct. | Nov. | Dec. 1962 1961
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL..+....... 11,441 [10,760 {12,085 {11,777 | 12,608 | 12,314 |11,963 111,052 {12,444 J11,767| 12, 717] 12, 652]11,916 {70,978 | 67,021
TOTAL '(axcludi.ng farm products, raw .
materials)..... O +e.. 120,438] 9,843 111,151710,933 | 11,650 | 11,432 |11,185 10,203 |11,390|10,835| 11,466 11,345]10,79L ]65,437| 61,639
DURABLE GOODS; TOTAL:e+vsavnvseeroacencens | 4,60L] 4,406 | 5,021] 5,049 | 5,294 55232 § 5,093 4,593 | 5,181 4,929] 5,272| 5,059]| 4,691 }29,604 | 27,184
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total.. 643§ 614 684 €95 708 699 705 659 660 638 712] 674 623 | 4,043 3,840
Automobiles, other motor vehdicles “en 209 221 25:) 237 226 224 200 197 166 179 217, 216 204 | 1,367 1,122
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes. cee 4341 392 433 459 483 &5 504 462 495 459 495 458 419 | 2,676 2,718
Electrical goods, tot81....vveciirnaninnanass 699 674 755 705 Thde 791 726 671 776 760 800] 822 820 | 4,368 3,980
Electrical supplies, apparatuS........o.... 290 285 317 319 346 351 3141 299 3401 311 342 343 335 ] 1,907} 1,730
Electrical appliances, IV, radio sets, . . . .
electronic parts, equipment........ ceemnnn 409 389 438 386 398 440 412 372 436 449 458 479 486 | 2,461 2,250
Furniture, home furnishings, totel. . 234 230 256 252 247 43 244 213 273 250 285 272 248 | 1,461 1,390
Furniture-household, office...... . 63 64 68 68 73 80 77 62 80 €9 ki) 7L 70 416 402
Home furnishings, floor coverings.......... 17 166 188] 183 17 163 167 150 193 180] 206 201 178 | 1,045 988
Hardware, plumbing, heating, equipment,
supplies, total..c.cvieneniinicnerinenaanans 459 454 507 542 606 591 591 527 598 567] 600 549 467 | 3,160 2,992
HardWBTre. c o seavvrresnonsasarenanens vesrss 181 186 208 212 225 208 212 188 217 215 234] 212 183 | 1,220 1,166
Plumbing end heating equipment, gupplies... 233 222 245 266 302 296 303 274 32 290 308 285 236 | 1,564 1,472
Lumber, copstruction materials, total........ 4581 440 525 562 622 599 625 569 640 585 622 571 452 | 3, 203 3,123
Lumber, mI1Iwork. ccocversroneaces .. 316 300 355 369 410 398 418 364 406 380 404 372 302 2,145 2,120
Construction materialB.....ceaveceovesenans 143 140 170] 193 212 201 206 205 233 205 218 199 149 | 1,059 1,003
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total........ 1,2507 1,182 | 1,354 1,412 | 1,469 1,484 | 1,2701.1,148 | 1,310} 1,252] 1,286] 1,249| 1,225 | 8,154 6,935
Commercial, industrial, machinery -
equipment, SUPDIieB...cvierrireccrianenann oan 854 9671 1,009 | 1,053 1,069 883] . 75 930 888 901 897, 890 5,864 4,765
Conetruction machinery, equipment aseane 151 154 180 234 249 277 186 167 192 191 1751 170! 155 | 1,245 990
Industrial machinery, equipment,
supplies...eresneea.. asisesiensraries ssen 669 617 695 674 695 690 596 539 632 594 624 630 627 | 4,040 3,213
Professional equipment, supplies...... snren 14 131 144 138 A1 143 139 136 152 153 147, 142 137 839 769
Service-establishment equipment, supplies.. 106 99 15 116 120 =3 110 104 114 109] 121 115 105 680 618
Metals, metalwork (except serap), total...... 508 468 572 533 553 519 543 461 527 502 531 519 493 | 3,152 2,818
Iron, steel, and productS....... (RO 3591 331 407 384 388 360 375 312 364 342 364 354 330 | 2,230 1,972
Nonferrous metals ..................... weme 148 137 165 149 165 159 168 150 163 160 167 164 164 922 845
Scrap, waste materilals, total.. . 2861 277 289] 280 272 243 317{ 285 305] 2890 328 296 257 | 1,647 ] 1,687
Iron, steel SCIBD.c.veensvass - 170 165 162 152 146 126 198 183 188 1804 208 182 155 920 1,010
Vaste materials..e.cvveerieceverecnsravaces 116 12 127] 128 126 17 19 101 17 109 120 114 102 727 677
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL....eveonansnensas | 6,8401 6,355 | 7,064 6,728 | 7,314 7,081 | 6,870) 6,459 | 7,263| 6,838] 7,446] 7,593| 7,225 {41,375 ! 39,838
TOTAL (excluding ferm producta , TAWS .
materislB)eeeieeernnnannnceianns 5,8371 5,438 1 6,130] 5,884 | 6,356 6,199 | 6,092 |5,610 | 6,209 5,907 6,194 6,286| 6,100 | 35,833 | 34,456
Groceries end related products, total. ] 2,4951 2,256 | 2,542] 2,410 | 2,666 2,569 | 2,500 | 2,365 | 2,493] 2,356 2,432] 2,485| 2,422 | 14,939 [ 14,130
Gengéral-line groceries.... . 876 816 8841 834 888 878 857 801 865 838 864} 880} 839 | 5,176 1 4,869
Speciality-line groceries. .- 759 662 756 704 782 739 743 T4 758 713] 76 735 726 | 4,4021 4,318
Confectionery, .oceecvensaas .. 68 66 80 Th 76 T Th 67 a 71 e 73 73 439 418
Meats, meat products...... . . 422 37N 407 399 466 “437 387 368 404 389 419 417 399 2,502 2,173
Poultry, poultry products.... . 112 102 109 121 19 106 120 1w 114 97| 112 126 116 659 704
Fresh fruits, vegetables.......... werbesuas 258 239 306 289 335 335 328 306 278 248 242 255 268 | 1,761 1,648
Beer, wine, distilled alccholic beverages,
tal. esvenne 529 535 631 606 701 683 675 601 &76 635 661 748 811 | 3,686 3,505
203 200 235 250 299 303 307 294 309 267, 247 241 241 | 1,490 1,447
327 334 396 356 402 381 369 308 367 368 414 507] 570 | 2,196 2,057
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total..... 472 418 414 469 487 483 468 £19 483 473] 491 487 438 | 2,803 2,691
Drugs, drug propriete.ries » drugglete’ )

BUNATIEB. s s vreeusaanessr-voosnsensesconans 291 248 274 269 276 275 272 247 282 283 292 300] 272 | 1,632 1,625
Paints, varnishes......cocvencaes . 24 23 28 31 33 32 33 29 34 30 33] 28 22 171 166
Other chemicals, allied producta. sesercanan 158 147 17 169 179 176 163 143 168 1601 167 159 143 | 1,000 900

Tobaceo, tobacco produets...cceeerececacneans . 346 330 364 359 393 398 380 356 382 365 368 368 380 | 2,189 2,060
Dry goods, apparel, total..ccecircnrnnsansnns 550 545 625 587 592 593 561 510 638 583 655 649 533 | 3,492 3,265
Apparel and accessories, hosiery,
lingerie, fOOLWEAT: v ey tevrsevsveorsnnnonns 217 227 262 243 %42 232 213 227 291 262 287 293 241 1,422 1,314
Dry goods, notions....eeecescecanennan aeens 197 187 220 201 204 214 215 186 221 199 221 215 172 § 1,222 1, 185
Paper, paper products, excluding walipaper
et ; Lol awl omo] awe| ;| 3] 3wl ses| saa| vl 3es| e 38e] 38| 2,208) 2,018
PADET i e eneannnen creaee cermreeerien, ceeeen 305] 278 il 3 315 308 307] 2n 3121 300 318 319 295] 1,828| 1,7%
Amusement, sporting goods....... semene soveene 104 103 125 122 139 138 135 130 151 154} 167 168 158 731 665
Books, magazinea , Tewspapers kel 74 81 73 72 72 77 77 83 81 a4 82 82 452 Lt
£oaleciveeenneranenncnacnss - 7L 65 67 63 65 €0 60 56 64 65 ka! 68| 68 392 384
Farn suggliea tieeuesesasassesnasesssatestane 162{ 168 217 217 194 169 182 143 147] 34 142) 3132 136 | 1,127 1,15

inal estimate.
reliminary estimate.

} See page 12, Estimating Procedures.

Note: Merchant wholesaleras total and group totals include data for some kinds of businese not shown separately. Detall may not add to totals due to rounding.




SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS

1360, 1361, AND 1962

1957-59 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100

. Index {ndex
130 130
ALL TRADES, TOTAL %
120 120
INVENTORIES
1§11 — N P T, y /\' - 110
— o \
SALES
100 [ 100
90 90
80 | i1 [ | l 1 11 i ] 1.1 1 1 ! | {1 i ! i 1 { 80
130 I"SURABLE GOGDS 130
120 120
110 10
100 100
9% %
sol_1 11 4 | L1 I I [ T I L1 L1 1 g
130 ONDURABLE GOODS ¥ 130
120 — 120
INVENTORIES
) e - 110
/ SALES
" 100 100
V4
90 90
80 ! 1.1 1 l i |- ! i | I 1.1 1 1 | 1 1 1 | I 80
M J s M -y s 1 s D :
1960 1961 1962

* Excludes farm products (raw materials).

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS




Table 2. ESTIMATED MONTHLY INVENIORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS , UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED XINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962

(Millions of dollars)

1962 1961
Kind of business s
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May® |June? June July Aug. Sept. | Oct. Nov. Dec.
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL {excluding farm
products, raw materials)........cevsecniennocen 12,870 | 12,904 | 13,129 {13,158 {13,253 | 13,344 {13,011 {12,984 (13,013 13,028 {13,071 |13,098 | 12,781
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL...evevnenenuneasnnennesneenn. | 7,775 | 7,853] 8,051 | 8,080 8,357 | 8,198 | 7,801 | 7,930 | 7,904 | 7,802 | 7,823 | v,m8] 7,731
Motor wehicles, automotive equipment, total 1,160 { 1,1691 1,193} 1,179 | 1,199} 1,201 ] 1,199 § 1,181 { 1,168 | 1,174 | 1,154 | 1, 140 1,132
Antomotive equipment, tires, fubes...... PN 911 921 926 916 935 936 929 928 920 932 903 893 891
Electrical goods, totaleseservnerusiisianiiennneenen | 1,157 1,187 1,204 | 1,218 | 1,244 | 1,262 | 1,203 | 1,182 | 1,189 | 1,194 | 1,200 | 1,186 | 1,135
Electrical supplies, apparatusS.....c.seceisosacscnsss 458 1 . 458 470 467 471 470 464 469 459 478 475 482 446
Electrical appliances, TV, radio mets, electronic
parte, equipment.. ceenses 700 730 733 752 T 92 739 s 721 715 726 704 689
Hardwere, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total... | 1,023 | 1,046| 1,067 | 1,065 | 1,082 1,088 | 1,102 | 1,115 | 1,068 | 1,078 | 1,057 | 1,037 | 1,000
HOTAWAT®. v 4 v v atevncaesreentrnnsnsenrseeasnasnsnanns 434 445 450 Al 449 445 449 449 438 440 430 420 413
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies............ 503 515 527 528 541 548 552 563 533 543 533 524 501
Machinery, equipment, supplies, totel.......... o 2,285 | 2,158 2,255 2,257 | 2,300 | 2,326 | 2,150 | 2,181 | 2,173 | 2,260 | 2,170 | 2,200 | 2,2m
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies........... 805 9203 964 958 976 996 875 910 903 897 897 926 912
Metals, metalwork (except scrap), $0t8l...e..cceeeeo.. 927 956 963 990 978 957 816 837 875 873 851 876 910
Iron, steel, and ProduCt8..ceeessrversaanessenrnsans 769 794 804 820 813 799 682 687 726 727 706 722 755
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, rav materials).eecsseecienenansocinsines 5,095 | 5,050) 5,078 { 5,078 | 5,096 | 5,146 | 5,121 | 5,054 | 5,109 | 5,136 | 5,248 5,280 5,050
Groceries and related products, totel.......... 1,405 | 1,409) 1,410} 1,371 | 1,390 1,375} 1,379 | 1,321 | 1,336 | 1,341 | 1,392 | 1,417 1,407
General-line ErocerieB....cusssscccssnassinnas 691 700 bavd 692 691 684 668 653 847 662 709 n7 694
Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beversges, total. 674 653 668 696 699 725 710 699 705 733 730 783 650
Wine, distilled spirit8..i.v.iciecracvincvenssonssnns 551 530 529 551 547 509 545 528 550 583 631 641 528
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, totel.....coeeusnss 603 605 608 621 614 616 601 610 617 607 623 610 595
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists’ sundries...... 412 408 410 416 412 411 404 418 420 418 428 420 404
Paper, paper producis, excluding wallpaper, fotsl..... 366 367 376 398 391 339 371 7 390 374 370 380 383
PEPOT . vt tieiarresssnreasrossannacovatansasonnvossans 299 303 311 324 318 329 297 307 305 296 27 305 312
See footnotes below table 3.
Table 3. STOCK-SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED XKINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962
{Percent)
1962 1961
Kind of business
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. Mey* |June? | Jupe § July | Aug. Sept. | Oct. Nov. Dee.
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, raw materials)....eviireireicrennenss 123 131 118 120 114 117 116 127 114 120 114 115 118
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.-4-caass feacetrerreninin 169 178 160 160 154 157 155 173 153 160 148 155 165
Motor vehicles , automotive equipment, total........... 181 ] " 190 174 169 169 172 170 179 177 184 162 169 182
Automotive equipment, tires, tubesS....eervecniiani.s 210 235 213 200 194 197 184 201 186 203 183 195 213
Elec‘l;rical goods, total.ic.ivniiriveininiiennnnninaanaas 166 176 159 173 167 160 166 174 152 157 150 144 138
Electrical supplies, apparatuS........cecvevuanurnne 158 161 149 146 136 134 148 157 135 154 139 141 133
Electrical applisnces, TV, radic gets, electronie
parts, equipment..c.ciiiiiatasicierierineseniannee in 187 167 195 194 180 17 187 165 159 158 147 142
Hardvare, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total... 223 231 210 197 179 184 186 212 17 190 176 189 214
HaXOWAT@. e e e veavrersoe onnnansvonnonsnssass . 240 239 216 210 200 214 212 239 202 204 184 198 226
Plumbing and heating equipment, supp: - 216 232 215 199 179 185 182 205 17 187 173 184 212
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total......civereeeenn 175 182 167 160 157 157 169 190 166 173 169 176 180
Industrial machivery, equipment, supplies........... 135 146 139 142 141 144 147 169 143 151 144 147 141
Metals, metalwork (except scrap), total.... PR 183 204 168 186 177 184 150 182 166 174 160 169 184
Iron, steel, and productS......ccovnanens 214 240 198 213 209 222 182 220 199 212 194 204 229
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, rav materi eeteracsrereriacaransanes 87 93 83 86 80 83 84 90 82 87 85 84 83
Groceries and related products, total. 56 62 55 57 52 54 55 56 54 57 57 57 58
Geperal-line grocerieS..sevveserrersvanrrsssvansasss el 86 81 83 78 78 78 82 75 79 82 82 83
Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages, total...... 127 122 106 15 ic0 106 105 116 104 115 118 105 80
Wine, distilled SpIritB..eceecraracnnconncccecanoas 168 159 134 155 136 149 148 172 152 159 152 127 23
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total........ . 128 145 128 132 126 127 128 146 128 128 127 125 136
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries...... 142 165 150 155 149 149 149 170 149 148 146 140 148
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpsper, totel..... 98 108 kL 107 103 108 102 117 104 102 96 98 104
i ST R LRy T T 98 109 100 105 101 107 97 113 98 98 93 96 106

1 Final estimate.
2 Preliminary estimate.

} See page 12, Esiimating Procedure.
Note: Merchant wholesalers total and group totels include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

Detail msy not add to totals due to rounding.




SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS.
IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1960, 1961, AND 1962

1957-59 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100

‘Safes = smmmm—

Inventories = sescvoassce
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BUREAU.QF THE CENSUS

DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTEL FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS




UNITED STATES, BYGEOGRAPHICDIVISION

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
SIX MONTHS 1962 COMPARED WITH SIX MONTHS 1961

{Percentoge change)

NEBR 7 Hﬂg iern

STOCK-SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

ALL YRADES, ToTAL®
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL
MOTOR VEHICLES, EQUIPMENT

ELECTRICAL GOODS
HARDWARE, PLUMBING
MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT
METALS, METALWORK

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL¥

GROCERIES, RELATED
PRO R ICTS
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DRUGS, CHEMICALS

PAPER AND PRODUCTS

*Exdudes form products {row materials).

JUNE 1962 COMPARED WITH JURE 1961

{PERCENT) .

] 30 &0 90 . 120 150 180 210 240

—

.

_—

I

—_

ki 90 126 150 180 210 240
V7777 1961

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS




Table 4, FPERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SAIES AND INVENTORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESATERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: JUNE 1962
i Inventories,
Sales end-of-month
(at cost)
Kind of business June 1962 from—- 6 mos. June 1962 froa—
1962

June May Gfm”ms. June May

1961 1962 1961 1961 1962
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.usesvssesesocarcenessscscesnenansinnsasssscnassnon +3 =2 6 (%) xy

TOTAL (exeluding farm products, Taw MALETIALE)..ervsseseers roreasssssoocssoorenans +2 -2 +6 +3 41
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.'s v euuenueranarensonnsonsonsensseseessasacessenssnsssancnnnnnen +3 -1 9 +h 0
Motor vehieles, automotive equipment, totalieecas -1 -1 +5 ] 0
Automobiles, other motor vehicleB....vssss +11 ~1 +22 -2 +1
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes........ -6 -2 -2 +1 0
Electrical goods, total.iieiescesesacsccsannen +9 +6 +10 +5 +1
Electrical supplies, apparatuS.....eessevcavss +12 +2 +10 +1 0
Electrical aypliances, ™, radlo sets, electronic parts, equipmen’('............. asheens +7 +10 +9 +7 +2
Furniture, home furnishings, t0tal..eesvescesccsnsersoncrncasonana -1 -2 +5 +1 +1
Furniture-household, office..... e +10 e 4 -2
Home furnishings, floor coveringS....eseeserveces -3 -6 +6 +2 +2
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, $OtAL.c.civavrensrinccssrraerscrosanons Q -2 +6 -1 +1
HorGWaT@ .o v eresonsnnasosncossrnnsnsssnnsassnsanseiona -2 -7 +3 = <1
Plumbing and heating equipment, SuppliesS...ccicsscassosasnas -2 -2 +6 -1 +1
Alr conditioning, refrigeration equipment, supplies... +15 +9 +6 -7 +3
Iamber, construction materials, total.. teeesiniresterietiracessrrasennesaassnarins 4 A +3 -2 0
Lumber, millwork.evasescoensscscens -5 -3 +1 wdy +2
Construction materials.ececiriseisscecirenacsnensansescsnsssssansssernsnoersrssnrannas -3 -5 +6 o -2
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total.esssessccvonasesannas +17 +1 +18 +8 +1
Commereisl, industrial machinery, equirment, supplies.... +21 +2 +23 +8 +2
Commercial machines, equipments..ecsescccosorossccvans +1 =7 +3 +9 +2
Construction machinery, equipment... +49 +11 +26 -3 +1
Industriel machinery, equipment, suppl;es +16 -1 +26 +14 +2
Professional equipment, supplies........ +3 +1 +9 +5 +2
Surgical, medical, bospital supplies.. +8 -1 +13 +8 0
Service-establisiment equipment, supplies.. +12 +2 +10 +16 -1
Metals, metalwork (except BETAD), BOTAL.uiiuecivieeacsenrsensoseesnesncssessonssnossenen A -6 +12 17 -2
. 4 -7 +13 17 -2

Nonferrous metalsS.....eeeees . -5 -4 +9 +18 -5
Serap, waste materials, total. ees -23 =11 -2 ~20 Q
Iron, stéel serap. =36 14 -9 -27 -2
Waste Materdala. seeseesiescteieiseesstesseesassssonesrronsnssssesasenssssnsasenenanne -2 -7 +7 -5 +2
BU LTy 4 it vetennnenncnrsenessssnsasuecsesosessasonsnonconnacsncasssrsnnaneesasnsoennnne -13 <14 -1 (x) (x)
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL...... +3 -3 +4 (x) x)
TOTAL (excluding farm products, TaW MAETIALE)...eeesseesessneeseseensrsanssnsoons +2 -2 4 Ta +1
Groceries and related Products, 10LaLesececesscesarsceorosnsossesonsasansesnesonnsns +2 4 +6 0 =1
General-~line groceries.. +3 =1 +6 +2 ~1
Yoluntary groups..... +3 +1 +3 42 0
Retailer cooperatives........ +4 -1 +9 +2 -5
Nonaffiliated..cecaveasnnes +1 -3 +7 +3 +1
Specialty-line groceries ~1 -5 +2 o +1
Confectionery.veioeess. 4] -3 +5 -3 +5
Meate, meat products. +13 -6 415 -6 -10
Poultry, poultry products... covsine <2 -11 -6 =31 +3
Fresh £rults, VegetableS.cusuersessotssasnsensesssssseocaceccsersonnnsnosnancensnsnssnn +2 [s] +7 -5 -5
Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, H0tALl...secssncrsnsnsnsesssvessssonsancsirnre +1 2 +5 +2 +h
Beer.cviceacansns sesssetsissssinerrracenen =1 +1 +3 -5 +3
Wine, distilled spirits...u.................. +3 -5 +7 4 +h
. +3 =1 +4 +2 o]

Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists! supplies..... . +1 0 0 +2 0
General-line Arug8.c..evessesesvsmrnsnsosse saseenn . -l -2 +2 +2 +1
Paints, varnisheS..eciesveeraanss . -3 -2 +3 -2 -1
Other chemicals, allied products........................n.. . +8 -1 +11 +6 2
TODACCO, tODECCO PrOGUCTA coveesotessesscnasassaoessntanacnsessnnessossssenconssnssssansse +5 +1 +6 +1 -1
Dry goods, apparel, total.....\\. r+6 I_TO +7 ] +1
Apparel and accessories, hoslery, lingerie, footwear. 9 -4 +8 (x) 4]
A +5 +3 (x) (x)
Plece g00ds CONVETLETS..crescvess +11 +2 +11 {x) (x)
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total..c..... +1 -2 +6 +9 +2
B T T -1 =2 +5 +12 +3
Stationery, office supplies............................ (x) (x) +10 {xX) x)
Farm products, raw materials..... +13 -8 +3 {x) {x)
Cotbon.useeerennneiancnnns +18 -7 =7 (x) (x)
Grain +21 -1 +8 (x) (x)
r—3 r—3 -3 r 0 +2
Amusement, sporting goods.. +2 ~1 +10 +8 +1
Books, magezineé, newspapers. -7 -1 +2 0 +5
CoBlavacsanessnvsenosssnnanes -1 -8 +2 ~13 +28
FaIm BUDPLIeBeceesserinenncccerrocancsnenssncscansossnnns -7 -13 -2 -7 A

T Revised since Advance Release dated July 31, 1962.
X Withheld due to extreme varlability of reported data or a high nonresponse rate.



Teble 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

JUNE 1962

Sales

Inventories,
end-of -month
(at cost)

Kind of business and geographic divigion

June 1962 from-- 6 months June 1962 from--
(see map page 6} 1962
from
June May 6 months June May

1961 1962 1961 1961 1962

MERCHANT WHOLESALFRS, TOTAL'.....ve.... +3 -2 16 +3 +1

Hew Bugland..eeseevecssans +1 -1 +7 +6 +2
Middle Atlantic...... +3 -3 +6 +2 o]
East North Central. +2- -3 +7 +3 ) +2
West North Central. +2 -4 +4 -5 0
South Atlantie.. +10 +1 *12 +10 0
Eagt South Central. +11 -3 +3 -2 +1
¥est South Central, +1 4 +1 0 +1
Mountain.. 0 -1 +4 +2 +1
Pacific... 0 0 +6 +5 0
Automotive equipment, tire, tube wholesalers.. =5, =2 =2 +2 0
- x) +1 x) (x) (x)

4 o - (X) (X)

x) -2 ~5 (x) +1

-12 0 -8 -1 o

South AtlantiC.ceesses +h x) +3 +7 -1
Eagt South Central. +2 +7 +2 +2 +2
West South Central. (%) -9 +1 (x) -1
(x) -3 +6 -2 4]

0 -5 +1 -9 0

+2 +10 +1 0

+4 +18 +15 ~1

+5 +10 -8 -1

+3 +9 -1 -3

-9 -2 0 0

+1 +7 -9 0

{(x} +12 +10 +5

West South Central, (x) +19 +15 Q0
Mountain,seecansees -5 +8 +7 +3
PReLf e esuessreresrasccscerncereunsaorsaresncsocnssanrorcarcacnannesnene +14 0 +12 +8 +3
Electrical sppliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts digtributors +7 +10 +9 +7 +2
New x) +21 +10 +X +1
Middle Atlant: +26 +3 +17 +10 +1
Eagt North Cemtra - {x) -3 4 +3
South Atlantic...... (x) (X) +21 +9 -3
Eagt South Central (x) +1 412 (x) (x)
West South Central +11 +13 +7 {x) -1
HMountaiDa.eeses (x) #12 (x) (x) +1
PacifiC.scesssscnsncsaas {x) +10 [¢9] x) +10
Furniture, home furnishings wholegalers.iesesscecesvacsens -3 -2 +5 +1 +1
Middie ALIantiC..eeessennennnascannnnns +1 -2 +3 (x) (X)
East North Central. -6 +1 +1 -12 +1
West North Central (x) -2 (x) +4 -2
South Aflantie. (X) -8 [} +8 ¢}
(x) -2 x) (x) (x)

(%) +6 +3 (x) (x)

(x) +5 +15 (x) x)

Hardware wholesalers.. =2 -7 +5 =1 =1
Rew England.esves (x) 4 +24 33 2
Middle Atlantic.. eenes -5 -5 -3 (x) (x)
Fast North Central.. ceees -2 -8 +1 -6 -3
West North Central.. =7 ~11 -6 ¢} 0
x) x) +16 +3 0

-4 =12 (x) -1 +1

~15 -14 +13 =12 +1

+2 +1 +11 +10 +1

-2 -2 +6 -1 +1

-3 x) -3 x (x)

-3 +2 +8 =5 +2

-1 +3 +4 +3

(x) {(x) -8 +3 +3

South Atlantice..... +9 +1 +18 +3 +1
Fagt South Central.. (x) -3 -8 -4 +4
Wegt South Central. (x) -5 +14 (x) -2
vesneas (X) +1 x) (x) +1
L L O (x) -5 +9 +3 -1
Lumber, construction materials @istributorBiscssccscecsocssssasonsocrasonscances =4 -4 +3 -2 0
(X) +1 -1 [63] 0

=7 -3 +6 (¢] +6
-2 +1 ~10 x) +2

-16 +3 -18 ~13 -2

(x) 0 +5 +2 0

(x) -5 (x) (x) x4
{x) (x) +2 -5 -1

(x) +1 (x) (x) (x)

+9 -8 +16 -10 -3

See footnotes at end of table.




Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

JUNE 1962
Inventories,
Sales end-of-month
{at cost)
Kind of business and geographic division June 1962 from-- 6 months June 1962 from--
(see map, page 6) 1962
June May & months June May
1961 1962 1961 1961 1962
Industrial machinery, equipment supplies distributors... +16 -1 +26 +14 +2
New England.c.euueeeesossacerosorsasnensreonannnons [64) +8 [63) +14 +10
+11 <1 +22 (x) -5
(X) x) , +40 +5 +7
(X) (X) +10 -2 0
(x) +7 422 437 -1
(%) +14 (x) (X) (x)
+5 ~11 +23 +29 +5
(X) -6 (X) +5 +2
+15 +5 +26 +24 +1
+3 -1 +6 +2 -1
+h 0 -3 -2 0
-2 -1 -6 -5 =2
7 1 41 2 +2
-9 -2 +4 ~-10 -3
-8 -3 +13 x)- (x)
(x) -5 +6 -2 -2
+ -6 +12 +10 -2
-8 -2 +6 +3 -2
+2 +2 +8 +6 =1
Specialty-line BTOCRTY WHOLEBELETB. c cutteurevnrsrraesorercnssnonesnsnrnnnsernearass =1 -5 42 [¢] +1
New England..coseeevecennannss [63] =10 w1 X) +4
Middle Atlantic......, (x) 13 4 0 5}
East North Central. +6 +1 +3 {x) +2
Vest North Central. x) +3 +2 =11 +1
South Atlantie...... (X} -2 +11 x) (x)
East South Central.. (x) +7 (x) (x) (x)
West South Central. ~14 -9 -4 {X) +3
Mountain......... {X) -3 x) (X) +6
Paciflc.ieieeeieinena, (X) -5 -8 x) -2
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerS....vv.s.... -3 =5 +6 -7 -5
New Englend........... [63] =) 5 ) X)
Middie Atlantic.. -2 {X) +7 (x) (x)
11 +1 +3 (x) (x)
-18 -1 -9 =12 =5
(x) -10 (x) (X) -15
(x) <10 +2 (X) +1
(X) (X) -3 =7 (x)
(x) {x) -14 (x) -2
Drug wholesalers (genersl and specialty 1ines)eieseennnansn., . +1 0 2] +2 0
New Englande..ouerveniasioeceonnsnennsnnnn . ~11 -3 -15 -13 -2
Middle Atlentic.. -2 o] -2 (x)- (x)
East North Central... +6 -1 +10 +8 +2
West North Central. -5 x) -2 -l2 -3
South Atlantie..... 4 -5 =3 +5 -2
East South Central.... ) -7 +11 0 +1
West South Central. {x) -7 0 o] 0
Mountain....... +18 ¥15 L¢] +8 +4
Pacific..esevniness +10 +5 +5 +5 0
Tobacco distribuhors 5 +1 +6 +1 -]
Mew England.... +35 +3 +12 (x) - (x)
Middle Atlantic <1 0 +5 o] -2
East North Central.... +5 +2 +1 +6 +5
West North Central... (X) 0 +17 (x) -7
South Atlentic........ -8 +2 +2 +1 0
East South Central. {X) +7 +5 -9 0
West South Central. +9 0 +3 +4 -2
Mountain,...eecvsenns. x) +4 +20 +29 -2
Pacifice..civnnans -11 -4 +11 +6 4y
Dry goods, apparel WholeSAlerS...uis.scseeensvnssessossmnans +6 0 +7 i -4 +1
Middle Atlantics.....evc'uqa. +9 +3 +10 x)- x)
East North Central...... (x) -] +19 <1 +5
Weat North Central, x) =11 (x) +1 +15
South Atlentic..... x) (X) +10 gx} (X)
West South Central. {x) +7 (X) X (x)
Mountaine . eosueanssns [P freesieeeraeene {X) -4 (x) (x) +3
D L O PPN (X) -6 -3 {X) (x)

i( Withheld due to extreme veriability of reported data or a high nonresponse rate.

Inventory trends for "Merchant Wholesalers » Total" for the United States and by geographic d:lvisioryx, exclude

"Farm products (raw materials) merchants.®



DESCRIPIION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA

1. Scope of Survey

- Wholesalers are defined in the Standard Industrial Classi-
fication Manual issued by the Bureau of the Budget, Executive
Office of the President, as "Establishments cr places of bugi-
ness primarily engagdd in selling merchandise 1o retailers;
to industrial, commereial, institutional, or professional
users; or to other wholesalers; or acting as agents in buying
merchandise for or selling merchandise +o such- persons or
companies. The principal types of establishments included
are: (1) merchant wholesalers--wholesalers who take title to
_khe goods théy sell such as wholesale merchants or jobbers,

t industrial distributors, voluntary group wholesalers, export-

ers, importers, cash-and-carry wholesalers, drop shippers,
wagon distributors, retailer cooperative warehouses, terminal
elevators, and cooperative buying associations; (2) sales
branches and sales offices (but not retail stores) maintained
by manufacturihg o mining enterprises apart from their plants
or mines for the purpose of marketing +their products; (3)
agents, merchandise or commodity brokers, and comission
merchants; (4) petroleum bulk stations; and (5) assemblers,
buyers, and associations engaged in the cooperative marketing
of farm products. ’

This survey is limited to merchant wholesalers, which con-~
stitute +the major portion of the broad field of wholesale
trade, and excludes +the other types of wholesale trade such
as manufacturers sales branches and saleg offices, petroleum
bulk stations, agents and brokers and assemblers of farm
products. All kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers
operate are represented in this survey. A deseription of each
kind-of-business classification shown in this report is in~
cluded on pages 14 through 16.

Firms which, in addition <+to merchant wholesale establish~
ments, operate other +ypes of establishments, (e.g., retail,
manufacturing, ete.) report in this survey only for their
merchant wholesale establishments.

2. Semple Design

Firms reporting in the survey are part of a probability
sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi~
ness. The revised sample introduced in February 1961 includes
* over 17,000 firms drawn from two sources: (1) 1958 Census of
Business lists representing all wholesalers (with paid em-
ployees) in business in 1958 and (2) Bureau of 0ld Age and
Survivors Insurance (BOASI) lists of wholesalers (with paid
employees] entering business (or requesting new Employer
Identification Mumbers) since 1958. The sample is supplemented
four times a year for new firms on the BOASI lists.

The reporting panel includes a fixed panel of about 1,000
very large firms reporting monthiy end four rotating panels
each containing aebout 4,000 smaller firms which report every
fourth month. In any given month, the total reporting panel
includes about 5,000 firms.

The sample of 5,000 firmg din any one month is the meximum
that ean be canvassed within budgetary limitations. This size
sample provides the basis for reliable nationsl estimates, and
as a by-produet, geographic division estimates for a mmber
of kinds of business. The pumber of firms selected for each
kind of business varies from 50 to 650 firms depending wupon
the total number of firms in the trade, and their distribution
by sales size. In ‘those kinds of business for which percent-
age changes are shown by geographic division, the sample
chosen for +the national estimates was increased somewhat to
provide wider representation by geographic division. For
other trades, however, data are not shown separately for scme
or all geographic divislions because it would have required a
considerable increase in the sample size to provide reliable
results.

The revised sample is similar in design +o the previous
sample which was seleeted <from 1954 Census of Business lists
supplemented by BOASI records of business births. While the
number of firms reporting monthly in the new sample is slightly
smaller than the old sample, improved procedures in the hand-

1ling of business births are expected to improve the reli~

ability of the estimates.

3. Previously Published Data

Data developed from the new sample may not be comparable
with data previously published in this series. This is partly
due to changes in coverage between Censuses. In this connee-
tion ready-mixed concrete distributors, whichin 1954 reported
sales of $998 miliion—~27% of the construction materials dis=
tributors total and 1% of total merchant wholesalers sales-——

were included in manufacturing in the 1958 Census. Hawaii and
Alagka, included in the revised sample, were not included in
the old sample. These States reported sales of $399.million
in 1958, about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales.

The differences between results of old and new samples are
also attributable, in part, to sampling error in the monthly
estimates (see item 7), and, in part, to changes in the kind-
of-business clagsification of individual firms from one Census
year to another. There is -also evidence that some business
births (i.e., those which were not assigneda kind-of-business
code immediately upon receipt by BOASI) were missedin the old
sample. A study of the reasons for differences between the
regults of the old sample and +%he 1958 Census is underway.

" This ghould +throw considerable light on the reasons for dif-

ferences in the resulis from the old and new samples.

To provide comparative data for the new series, each month
during 1961, estimates for the comparable month of 1960 were
derived from the new sample.

During January 1961, data were obtained from both the old
and nevw samples. Jamuary 1961 estimates from both +the old
and new sample are included in Tables 6-7 as an approximate
measure of the difference in level between +the two series.
However, the difference shown during this one month are not
necessarily the differences that would occur in all months.

4. Currently Published Data

Sales.--This report indludes monthly dollar volume estimates
of sales by kind of business for the United States as a whole
{table 1). Sales trends, based on the table 1 dollar volume
estimates, are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business
carried in table 1. For certain additional kinds of business,
trend figures are derived from dollar volume estimates which
are not published in table 1 because these dollar volume esti~
mates are subject to high sampling variability or other causes
affecting reliability of the estimates but where the measure-
ments of trend are considered to have acceptable reliability.

Sales +trends by geographic division are also shown for
selected kinds of business (table 5). These trend figures——

- based on +the weighted sales of identical firms prior to

July 1961l--are now derived from dollar volume estimates.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipts from repairs -
or other services +to customers, after deducting returns and
allowances, and discounts. Sales of merchandise for others
on a commission basis are also ineluded. Local and State
sales taxes, and Federal excise taxes are included.

Inventories.-~This report includes monthly dollar volume
estimates of inventories for selected kinds of business for
the United States. Inventory trends basedon table 2 estimates
are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business covered in
table 2. For certain additional kinds of business, trend fig-
ures are derived from dollar volume eéstimates which are not
published in table 2 because these dollar volume estimates are
subjeet tohigh sampling variability or other causes affecting
reliability of the estimates, but where the measurements of
trend are considered to have acceptable veliability. Inventory
trendsby geographic divisionare also shown for selected kinds
of business (table 5).

Farm products (raw materials) merchants carry substantial
inventories which are frequently subject to sharp fluctuations.
Their inventory data appear 1o be subject to a very large bias
due, in part, to the lack of adequate monthly records on the
doliar value of inventories. For this reason, separate inven-
tory date are not published for this +trade. Also, because
inventory movements for this trade can dominate the total for
all merchant wholesalers and thus conceal significant movements
of other wholesalers, data for this trade are excluded from
the total:

Inventories represent stocks, at cost, of merchandise on
hand for sale at the end of the month. These. do not inelude
goods held on a consignment basis, nor do they inelude such
items as fixtures, equipment and supplies not held for sale.

Stock-sales ratios.--These are presented in teble 3 for
selected kinds of business. The stock-sales ratios are per-
centages derived bydividing the dollar volume of inventories,
at cost, by the dollar volume .of sales. No adjustment is made
in these ratios for the mark-up in sales which waries from
trade to trade.

5. Unpublished Data

Selected additional data, such as dollar-volume sales and
inventories for some kinds of business not separately shown




Table 6. COMPARISON OF SALES ESTIMATES FRCM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961

Sales Sales
Kind of buginess 01d New Kind of buginess 01d New
gample | sanple sample |sample
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL..escvsoreruaveanencrercansonsnansss | 9,817 10,205 NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..sseeeervrrercncacsvonsesanes | 6,044 }6,274

TOTAL (exeluding farm products, raw materials)........| 8,799 9,357
. TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials)....} 5,026 }5,336

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.esoravssencmsonesovanaososorsnssnsss | 3,773 4,020

Motor vehicles, automotive equipmeﬁt, fotal.iiaseiieinennnneenn 475 600 {|Groceries and related products, total.....e.sw.

2,189 [2,257

Automotive equipment, t1res, tUDEB..cessverrecenssrecneseonsn 409 428 General-line grocerieS....ciscrrecnces 838 79

Specialty-line groceries 580 697

Electrical goodl, t0UaL.csccacessovsssrecsccnsssscosnrnosncnnans 602 628 Confectionery...... 58 ‘63

Electrical supplies, appaeratus...... . .. o . 284 263 Meats, meat producis:. 336 | - 345

Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, - Poultry, poultry products. 150 116

CQUIPMENE s aciiiertitctsneansircnosnrtinetotasorararrnianes 38 365 Fresh fruits, vegetablea.. 228 238
Furniture, home furnishings, t0tal.secsecsvcrsrsssesssococsonnn 169 203 )

Furniture-hougehold, office....... 56 60 {iBeer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages, total. 469 469

Home furnishings, floor coverings......
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, totall,

HETWAT@ v avaususaseessoosancassratonsannis

Plunbing and heating equipment, supplies....
Lumber, congiruction materials, total.,..

. 113 143 Beer.. seversens
404 428 Wine, dstil]:ed 123 & o - R 286 27

156 166
203 212

460 426 Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total....c.evevsvecerananeans 383 440

' ceveraaense 5 276
Lunber, millvork.seeesereces.s . 226]. 290 gﬁ‘;ﬁi; d:"g p:;};:ietaries, drugglsts’ sundries 2/'24 21
, varni: T

Congtructiom materials..... 1991 151 Other chemicals, allied producta, ... 139 | 143

Machinery, equipment, supplies, 40b81l..cvececresreveionsscnsoes 991 ] 1,020 {|Tobaceo, tobaceco ProductS...eececessesss 304 317
Congtruction machinery, equipment...cu... Na 138
Industrial machinery, equipment supplies.. 7Y e

Professgional equipment, supplies....... . 109 120 {iDry goods, epparel, t0tal.secesececnorererncrcrosnssnsonconans 459 ‘48'7

Service-establishment equipment, suppli 31391 9% Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear. . 155 189

Dry goods, NOtIONS.ecesceesesenanvecsrmrenavossansnnoonsnees] 21931 184
Metals, metalwork (except 8crap), t0TAlcuescesevsscncasrscosans 382 418

Iron, ateel, and products..

272 295 . . 5
Paper, peper products, excluding wallpaper, $0tal....ceesseins 347 323
Honferrous metals.o..... ., B D er . vevuesereresarnssnnnanessnsensnnnessesessmmmneenoens] 301} 270
Scrap, waste materials, total 232 237
Iron, steel geraDicesescess 120 127 008 Leusnasassasseeasnsoosnassrscsssssnssnnsassecascassosnsnnne 5 72
Weate materialf.ccsssvecscnsncss 112 110 {|Farm BUPPLIeE. e e ereasossassocsraorsvernonsoeesnasasonsacenenas 133 147

See footnotes below.

Table 7. COMPARISON OF INVENTCRY ESTIMATES AND STOCK-SALES RATICS FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961

Inventories Stock-gales ratiog
Kind of ‘business " o1a New o1 New
sample gample sample sample
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw Materifls).....e.eesseercecensceseons 13,811 12,558 134 13
Selected Kinda of Buginess
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, £0181.e.vecssovecacnsneconsonn eerarevensosrasnensonn 1,019 1,185 215 198
Autamotive equipment, tires, tUDEB....svecascrisesenvennanrnssons sretterraerensetarenne 898 . 895 220 209
Electrical goodh, t08&Leerssassesnsrecnsecannes ' 1,048 1,138 1% 181
Electrical supplies, epparatuS...cesevecsssss ,e .o 463 ©Ahd 163 169
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, equipment 585 694 184 190
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, totall..... 936 1,028 232 240
HardWare.cocevueceasneorssesoasnsnnarsnssocssnseananas 402 423 258 255
JPlumbing end heating equipment, supplies.. 445 503 219 237
Machinery, equipment, supplies, t0t81.....eeeecssscecens 2,044 2§031 206 199
Industrial machinery, equipment suppli€S....eceaeeeesecs 829 812 185 3169
Metals, metalwork (except 8cTaP), £0581.v.srenvscacrnnas . 778 871 204 208
Iran, steel and products distributors.. sestrecnrsavarrneanse 646 741 238 251
Groceries and related DProduCtS; tOLEL.euesssrsesassesesnrsesnacsessncnsasssnscnnnanes 1,315 1,394 60 62
General-line BrOCEriBE. vt e erossiescscsssssosasesnsnoseenensossonssssnosonseeeanse 703 635 84 80
Beer, wine, distilled alccholic beverages, total...... 635 640 135 136
Wine, Aistilled spiritS..seseseserccsnsersrennronsenen 525 510 184 186
Drugs, chemicals, allied mroducts, BOL8l.se.esssesonsrsansosranncrne 534 587 139 133
Drugs, ‘drug proprietaries, Grugglets' SURAPIES..iceiseseernreconen 384 400 157 145
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, TOTAL..e.ssesseueasenaennss 5326 369 594 . 114
PO DEr s s e s viacasesarecmrnsssnsaaressnsascassasssascnasonss 269 295 89 109

oy canditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment supplies ;" was ineluded in “Machinery equipment supplies” group in the old sample, but now is included
in "Hardvare, plumbing, heating equipment supplies" group. Doller volume estimates are not published separately for this trade, but are included in the old and
new sample data for the latter group.

Ready mixed concrete distributors, which in 1954 represented 27 percent of the construction material total and about 1 percent of total merchant wholesale
sales--are excluded from the revised sample because they were classified in menufacturing in the 1958 Census.
z "Welding gupplies," included in "Service establishment equipment supplies" in the old sample is now included in "Industrial machinery, equipment."
"Hosiery and lingerie" included in "Dry goods, notions" in the old sample, is now included in "Apparel and acecesgories."
5 "Wallpaper" included in “Statiomery, office supplies" and the "Paper, paper products group" in the old semple, is now included in "Other nondurable goods™
group.

Note: Totals include data from some kinds of business no

t shown seperately. Detail may not add to totals due to rounding. Alaska and Hawaii which repre-
sented about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales in

1958, are included in the new sample but were not included in the old sample,
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA-~Continued

in this report, are produced as a by-product of the regularly
published statistics. These additional data have not been
included in ‘this publication basically because their sampling
variability is so high relative to the changes from month-to-
month, or between other periods, that might be anticipated
actually to oceur, as to make +them potentially misleading.
The Bureau of the Census onrequest, will release such figures
for individual use, though not for publication.

It should be noted thatin some cases figures for an indi-
vidual kind of business can be derived from the Monthly Whole-
sale Trade Report 4tself by subtracting figures for certain
published kinds of business from their respective kind-of-
business group totals. However, in these cases , the figures
obtained by such subtraction would be subject to the high sam-
pling variability described above for unpublished kinds of
business and their use would be subject to the same hazards.

6. Estimating Procedure ‘

Each firm selected in ‘the sample has an assigned weight
which reflects its probability of selection in the sample.
Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight
of one (1). Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depend-
ing upon size, with smaller firms having a lower probability
of selection and thus a larger weight.

For most firms reporting, data are available for each of
three months (current, previous, and year ago). New firms
reporting provide data for at least +two months (current and
previous). Sales and inventory figures reported for each firm
are multiplied by its weight (the reciprocal of its probability
of selection) and the results summarized %o obtain the dollar
volume .estimates, percentage changes and stock-sales ratios
shown in this report. .

The preliminary "composite" estimate isa weighted average of 7

two estimates: (a) the current month unbiased estimate (weight
.3) and (b) a ratio estimate (weight .7) obtained by multi-
plying the above previous month composite estimate by the
current to previous month ratio obtained from thé current
month reports.

The final "composite" estimate (available a month later) is
a weighted average of two estimates: (a) the preliminary
Yeomposite" estimate (weight .72) and (b) the unbiased esti-
mate (weight .28) for the same month es obtained from the next
month's reporting panel. The "composite" estimates provide a
measure of the dollar volume of sales and inventories consid-
erably more reliable than the unbiased estimates and the final
"composite" estimate is also generelly more reliable than the
preliminary "composite" estimate.

7. Reliability of the Data

Estimates based on a sample are subject to sampling varia-
bility-and thus are not expected to be in exact agreement with
a complete census taken with the same enumeration procedures.
For all trades combined, the sampling variabilityof the dollar
level of the "composite" sales estimetes for any individual
month, was about 0.8 percent at the one sigma level. That is
to say, the chances are about two out of three thalt the esti-
mated sales shown would be within 0.8 percent of the results
of a complete enumeration. The median sampling error of the
inventory estimates for all trades combined (excluding farm
products) was 0.7 percent.

Sampling errors have been computed by kind of business for
the monthly estimates of sales and inventories and for the
ratios of current month to previous month sales and inventories
for selected months during 1961. Table 8 presents the range
of the sampling errors and their medians; however, the samp-
ling errors for individual months are available upon request.
The sampling errors shown for the monthly dollar estimates
are based on the final "composite" estimates, while the samp-
1ing errors of the month-to-month ratios are based on the
preliminary "composite" estimate of the current month and the
final "composite" estimate of the previous month. The samp-
ling error of the preliminary "composite" estimates are not
shown, bui would generally be slightly higher than those shown
for the final "composite" estimate. The sampling error of
month-to-month ratios based on the findl estimates would be
somewhat higher than that shown in table 8.

Sampling errors of the ratio of current month to year-ago
sales and inventories have not been computed for 1961 but are
being computed beginning with January 1962. Generally the
sampling error of the current month to a year-ago ratio will
be higher than the sampling error of the current to previous
month ratio and will approximate the sampling error shown for
the monthly dollar estimates. Table 8 shows the current month
to year-ago sampling errors for January and February 1962.
These are somewhat higher than expected in  future months be-
cause data in the first four months of 1961--when the revised
sample was being introduced--were subject to greater vari-
ability than in later months.

Sampling errors of the sales and inventory trends by geo-
graphic division are also being computed but have not yet
been evaluated.

Sampling errors are themselves subject to sampling varia-
bility and thus should be regarded as giving a general rather
than exact idea of the variability due to sampling. They nay
also vary as a result of seasonal or cyclical fluctuations.
Differences may also exist to the extent that the variances of
the new sample differ from the variances of the old sample.

These measures of sampling wvariability do not include biases
that may arise from nonsampling errors, such as the failure
of respondents to submit correct figures or to submit reports
in time for tabulation. In preparing the dollar volume esti-
mates, an estimate is included for those firms that fail to
respond. To the extent that the estimates for these firms may
differ from the actual figures, nonresponse affects » the re-
liability of the dollar volume estimate. As a result, dollar
volume estimates are not published separately in some trades
vhere the nonresponse rate was considered too high to provide
reliable level estimates. At the national level, approxi-
mately 10 percent of the total sales and 30 percent of total
inventories are imputed for nonresponse. In some geographic
divisions, the nonresponse may be higher. Biases may also
arise due to the use of estimates by respondents. This prob-
ably oceurs more often in the case of inventories than for
sales, reflecting the fact that inventory records are not kept
by all businesses on a monthly basis to the same extent as
for sales.

For kinds of business where estimates appear to be subject
to high sampling variability, or to considerable bias, dollar
volume figures are not published. However, as the effect of
such variability or bias is less serious for short range com-
parisons than for long range ones, trend figures based on the
unpublished dollar volume estimates are provided where such
trend figures are within acceptable standards of reliability.

8. Use of Sampling Errors

The use of sampling errors shown in table 8 is illustrated
by the following computation: Multiply the median sampling
error by the estimate (whether it is a dollar volume estimate
or a ratio). Add and subtract the resulting product from the
published estimate. The resulting range of the estimate is
expected to include the "expected value" (that is, the value
which eould be obtained from a complete enumeration) about
two out of three times. Doubling the median sampling error
and repeating the above process will give a range which will
include the "expected value" about 19 out of 20 times.

To illustrate the computation of these ranges for monthly
dollar volume estimates, consider the sales estimate made for
all durable goods in May 1962. The published estimate is
$5,294 million while the median sampling error shown in this
report is 1.0 percent (or .Ol). Multiplying $5,294 million
by .01 we obtain $53 million. Thus, the chances are two out
of three that the "expected value" of the estimate is between
$5,241 and $5,347 million. Doubling the given median sampling
error gives us the limits $5,188 to $5,400 million, which
will contain the "expected value™ 19 out of 20 times.

As an example of the use of these median sampling error date
with ratios, consider the ratioc of change from April 1962 to
May 1962 for all durable goods. This ratio of change, obtained
by dividing $5,294 million by $5,049 milliom, is 1.049 (it
can also be expressed as a 5% increase). The median sempling
error of this ratio is 0.6 percent (.006). Multiplying 1.049
by .006 we obtain .006 as the standard error of +the ratio.
There is a probability of two out of three that the "expected
ratio" is contained in the range 1.043 to 1.055 (that is,that
the April to May change was between a 4% and 6% increase),
while there is a probebility of 19 out of 20 that the "expec—
ted ratio” is contained in the range 1.037 to 1.061.




Tdble 8. SAMPLING VARIABILITY--ESTIMATES OF SALES AND INVENTORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESAIERS, BY KIND OF BUSIMESS
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Sales Inventories
Sampling error Sampling error Sampling error Sampling error
of the monthly of the ratio of of the monthly of the ratio of
Kind of business doller estimates current month to-- dollar estimates current month to--
Previous month Year ago Previous month Yfear ago
Range Median Range Median
Jan. Feb. Jan. Feb.
fange | Medien | jg55 | 1967 fenge | Medlan | 1965 | 3962
MERCHANT WHOIESALERS, TOTAL.........| 0.7-0.9 |. 0.8 | 0.4-0.7 | 0.6 11 | 09 - - - - - -
TOTAL (excluding farm products raw ‘ ) i
materials gp', 0.6-0.8 0.7 0.3-0.7 0.5 0.9 1.0 0.6-0.8 a7 0.1-0.8 0.2 1.1 0.9
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL....esucvneavernesansee] 0.7-1.2 1.0 0.5-0.9 0.6 1.7 1.7 = - 0.2-0.5 0.3 i1 1.7
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total... 2-3 3 13 2 5 5 2~4 3 0.3-0.9 0.6 -t 3 2
Automobiles, other motor vehiclesSs........ 46 5 3-6 4 9 9 - - 1.0-2.3 1.5 4 4
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes..... 34 3 1-3 1 5 4 3~4 4 0.3-1.0 0.7 3 3
Eleetrical goods, $0tal.eeusrsveacenan 24 3 1-2 1 NA A 2<3 2 0.4-1.2 0.5 3 2
Electrical supplies, apparatuS...ceceveess.. 2-3 2 1-2 1 NA NA 2-3 3 0.4-0.8 0.6 4 2
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets .
electronic partar ’ 3.7 3 1-3 2 6 4 3.3 3 0.5-5.9 0.8 3 3
Furniture, home furnishings, total.. 3ede 3 1-3 2 3 5 = - | o621 1.0 5 - 3
Furniture~-household, office.... 3-6 5 2-5 4 4 3 - - 0.8-1.5 1.2 5 3
Home furnishings, floor coverings... cresenns 3-5 4 24 2 5 6 - - 0.6-2.7 1.3 6 5
Hardware, plumbing-heating equipment,
supplies, total. . 2-3 2 1-2 1 3 3 2-3 2 0.3-0.6 0.5 3 2
HaTGWAT@  ceveivaventnasronnesanasnen 34 3 1-3 2 4 4 2-3 2 0.5-1.4 0.6 4 2
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies.... 3% 3 1-3 2 4 4 bl 4 0.3-1.0 © 0.7 4 3
Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment, .
SUDPlieB.sssrrncaneeesenetorarisasnnonansae - - 2-9 6 11 8 - - 0.8-1.7 1.1 & 6
Lumber, construction materials, total......... 2-3 3 1-3 2 6 3 - - 0.6-3.0 1.0 8 6
Lamber, mi1IWoTK..eeseresocencnns 3-5 4 1-4 2 7 3 - = 0.7-2.6 1.3 " 8
Construction materigls. .. rececsnsesvesnnsns 3-4 4 2~4 3 9 6 - - 0.7-6.5 0.9 12 5
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total......... 2-3 2 12 2 NA 4 1-2 2 0.3-1.1 0.6 3 2
Commercial, industrial machinery, equipment,

BUPDLIES . ssesesnesceseseennnnras R 24 3 NA NA NA NA - - NA A NA NA
Commereial machines, equipment. . ~ - 39 5 .78 8 - - 0.6-2.1 1.3 6 [
Construction machinery, equipment......... 5-8 7 2-6 5 NA 6 - - 0.4-1.9 0.9 3 3
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies. 3-5 3 24 3 NA 8 24 3 0.6~1.9 0.8 7 5

Professional equipment, SUPPLICSeorsosrneass 3-5 4 2-3 3 5 4 - - 0.4-1.1 0,7 5 4
Surgical, medical, hospital supplies...... - - 3-5 4 9 5 - - 0.6-1.6 0.8 7 4
Service esteblishment equipment, supplies... 4-7. 6 24 3 5 3 - - 0.5-3.3 1.2 5 5
Metals, metalwork (except serap), total....... 34 3 14 2 6 3 2-5 4 0.4-3.3 0.5 4 3
Iron, steel and ProductS....svesesncnensesns 45 5 2-5 3 8 4 2-5 4 0.4-3.9 0.6 4 3
Nonferrous metalS...veeseeses 2% 3 2-4 2 4 5 - - 0.5-1.3 0.9 5 4
Scrap, waste materials, totel.... 3-4 4 2-5 3 4% 3 - - 0.7-3.8 1.3 6 4
Iron, steel SCTAD..seeen.seeess 4=6 5 2-6 4 8 4 - - 0.9-5.4 1.9 7 7
Waste materials.. 5-8 6 2-5 3 8 5 - - 0.8-3.6 1.5 8 5
B & - - 2-6 4 7 7 - - 0.4-1.9 1.1 5 4
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.w+evussvnsavossnnss| 0.9-1.4 1.1 0.5-0.9 0.7 1.4 0.9 - - - - - -
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw
materials)... waveene cvererareanas) 0.8-1.1 0.9 0.5-0.7 0.5 1.0 0.8 - - 0.2-0.5 0.4 1.7 1.3
u
Groceries and related products, total . 2-2 2 1.2 1 3 2 24 3 0.4-1.5 0.7 3 1
General-line groceries... . 2-3 3 1-1 1 3 2 2-3 3 0.4-1.2 0.6 3 2
Voluntary groupsa......... . - - 1-1 1 4 3 - - 0.5-1.3 0.7 4 4
Retaller-cooperatives....... . - = 1-2 1 4 3 - 1.0~-1.2 1.0 7 3
Nonaffiliated.......... - - - 1-2 2 5 3 - - 1.1-1.3 1.2 3 3
Specialty-line groceries. . 34 3 1.3 2 4 3 - - 0.6-2.2 1.0 [ 5
Confectionery..ieesa.. . 4-5 4 1-3 2 8 7 - - 0.6-1.9 1.3 7 NA
Meat, meat products. . 5-10 6 1-4 2 3 4 -~ - 1.8-18.0 4.5 10 3
Poultry, poultry products... arees . 46 5 1-6 2 6 5 - - 1.7-4.9 2.7 11 9
Fregh fruit, vegetable....vevivssesecaenesne 3-8 4 2-6 2 9 6 - - 1.0-4.6 2.2 12 9
Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages,
total.. 34 3 1-2 1 4 4 5-7 6 0.8-1.8 1.1 7 6
Beeri.i.iiiiiniiiiiin., . 2-5 3 1-2 1 4 2 - - 1.4-3.3 2.2 4 5
Wine, distilled SPizTith.ceereussocaconnsnnns 4-6 5 12 2 5 5 7-8 7 0.9~-2.3 1.3 8 6
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total...... 2-3 2 1-2 1 2 2 2-3 2 0.4-1.0 0.5 2 1
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists!

B N 34 3 1-3 1 3 3 2-3 2 0.3-0.9 Q.5 3 2

General-line drugs. . - - 1-1 - 2 1 - - 0.1-0.4 0.3 2 2
Paints, vernishes. e . 3-8 4 13 2 8 5 - - 0.5-1.9 0.8 3 3
Other chemicals, allied products. . 3-6 4 2-3 2 6 10 - = 0.5-3.8 1.1 17 NA

Tobaceo, $0bacco ProdUCES..uevness... 2-4 3 141 1 3 2 - - 0.6-2.7 0.8 4 3
Dry goods, apparel, t0tal.s..sesee... 2-3 2 1-3 2 3 2 - - 0.4-1.4 0.8 4 3
Apparel and agccessories, hogiery, lingerde,
footwear.... cervesencne 3-6 4 2-5 4 7 5 ~ - 1.0-2.2 1.3 7 7
cen 45 4 24 3 5 5 - - 0.5-1.9 0.9 7 4
Plece g00dS CONVETIOXS . eunvarrsransnnrnsenns - - 1-3 2 5 4 - - 0.3-1.3 0.7 - -
_Paper, paper products (excluding wallpaper),
£0talaeranaees 2-3 3 1-3 2 3 4 3-5 4 0.4-2.8 0.6 4 3
Paper........ 2-3 3 1-2 2 4 3 3-4 4 0.6-1.3 0.7 2 3
Stationery, office supplies................ . - - 4-16 7 - - - = - - - -
Farm products {rew materials), total.......... - - 2-5 3 A 5 - - - - -
Cotton. o i eveniiisiieeneennanas - - 3~16 6 Na 9 - - - - - -
L T - 2-5 3 NA 4 - - - - - -
Other nondurable goods, totalie.......... - - i-3 2 4 4 - - 0.4-1.6 1
Amusement, sporting goods.. 3-6 4 2-7 4 5 5 - - 0.8-2.2 1 g 16: ll:
Bocks, magazines, newspapers 3-4 3 14 2 3 3 - - 0.2-2.0 0.8 8 5
gﬂm.;...ﬁé.......... 2-6 3 1-3 2 4 4 - - 0.9-4.2 1.7 12 11
upplies fevevieamanasy]  4ell 5 2-9 3 7 7 - - 1.1-5.4 2.1 10 8

No1‘:e: The sampling error of the monthly sales and inveritory estimates (final estimates) and of the trend
previous month) are based on 10 measurements from March through Decenber 1961.

NA Not available.

ratios (preliminary current month to final
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DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSINESS

A1l kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers operate
are represented in this survey. The kinds of business shown
in this report parallel broad classifications shown in the
1957 edition of. the Standard Industrial Classification (SIC)
Manual and used in the 1958 Census of Business. Each estab-
lishment in this survey has been assigned a kind-of-business
classification based upon its trade designation and an ana-
lysis of its sales by commodity lines as reported to the
Bureau of the Census. A deseription of each kind-of-business
classification in this report is given below.

DURABLE GOODS

Motor Vehicles, Automotive Equipment
(SIC 501)

Automobiles, other motor vehieles (SIC 5012).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of mew
and used passenger automobiles and other motor vehicles.
Dealers primarily engaged in selling road-type commercial
trucks, truck-tractors, truck-trailers, buses, semitrailers,
and related vehicles are included. Automotive establishments
primarily engaged in selling at retall to individual con-
sumers for personal use, and also selling a limited amount
of new and used passenger automobiles and trucks at whole-
sale, are classified in retail trade.

Automotive equipment, tires and tubes (SIC 5013 plus 5014 k-
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of mnew and used automotive parts” end accessories;
filling station and garage service -eguipment (SIC 5013);
‘also establishments primarily engaged i thewholesale distri-~
bution of rubber tires and tubes for passenger and commercial
vehicles (SIC 5014),

Electrical Goods

(S1C 506)

Electrical supplies, apparatus (SIC 5062 plus 5063).--
Establishments primarily engaged In the whdlesale distribution
of electrical wiring supplies and construction materials;
electrical apparatus and equipment. Where such establishments
are also engaged in the wholesale distribution of major elec—
trical appliances such as radio sets, television sets, re-
frigerators, and freezers, they are classified as general-~
line electrical supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5062).
If not also engaged in distribution of major electrieal
appliances, they are classified as specialty-line electrical
supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5063).

Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets; electronic parts,
equipment (SIC 5064 plus 5065).--Establishments primarily
engaged in the wholesale distribution of radic and tele-
vision sets, self-contained air-conditioning wumits, and
household elecirical appliances. Gas clothes dryers and gas
household refrigerators are .included here (SIC 5064). Also
establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of electronic parts and equipment, such as radio and tele—
vision receiving and transmitting, and industrial elecironic
tubes; elecironic intercommunication equipment; radio parts
and accessories; and electronic sound equipment (SIC 5065).

Furniture, Home Furnishings

(Part of SIC 509)

Purniture--household, office (part of SIC 5097).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
household furniture, including bedsprings, mattresses and
all such component parts; office furniture, professional

furniture, public furnifure (for public parks and buildings,
ete.).

Home furnishings, floor coverings (part of SIC 5097).--
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of antiques, china, glassware, and earthenware; curtains
and draperies; table linens, towels; carpets, linoleum, and

all other +types of hard and soft surface floor coverings; '
and all other general home furnishings and homewares.

Hardware; Plumbing und Heating Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 507)

Hardware (SIC 5072).-—Eétablistments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of hardware; establishments pri-
marily selling automotive hardware are classified inSIC 501.

Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies (SIC 5074).--Es-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of plumbing end heating equipment ard supplies to be install-
ed in residential and commercial buildings.

Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment, supplies (S1ic
5077).~-Establishments primarily engaged im the wholesale
distribution of air conditioning, refrigeration, and venti-

"lating equipment and supplies, except 8elf-contained air-

conditioning units--~SIC Code 506.

Lumber, Construction Materials

(Part of SIC 509)

Iumber, millwork {part of SIC 5098).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of rough, dressed
and finished lumber; plywood; door and window frames (wooden
or metal), and all other varieties of wooden and metal mill-
work. :

Construction materials (part of SIC 5098).--Establishments
primarily engaged in wholesale dlstribution of such building
materials as brick, building stone, cement, granite, gravel,
lime, marble, plaster, window glass, roofing materials, and
sand; ready-mix conerete distributors are not dincluded in
this group but are classified as manufacturers (SIC 3273).

Machinery, Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 508)

Commercial,

(SIC 5082):

Commercial machines, equipment (part of SIC 5082).-—Es-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of office, store, and business machines and equipment (ex-
cept furniture); commercial food-service equipment and sup-
plies; fountain and store fixtures and equipment; and tanks,
pumps, compressors, ete., for marketing petroleum products.

industrial machinery, equipment, supplies

Construction machinery, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--
Establishments primerily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of cranes, excavating machinery and equipment, power
shovels; road construction and maintenance machinery, tractor

mounted equipment, and other construction machinery and
equipment. .

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies (part of SIC
5082).--Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale
distribution of such industrial machinery and parts as
metal-working tools; food products manufacturing machinery
and equipment; dairy products manufacturing machinery; oil
well machinery and supplies; industrial fans; industrial
tractors and trailers; and other industrial machinery, parts
and attachments. Also establishments primarily engaged in

_ the wholesale distribution = of abrasives and meterials ; rope

and cordage; mechanical rubber goods; welding supplies;
mechanical power +transmission equipment; industrial valves
and fittings; industrial leather; used drums, barrels , and
other metal containers which have been clesmed or reprocess-
ed; also other special or general industrial supplies such
as industrial storage batteries, bort, industrial diamonds y
and migcellaneous mill supplies.

Professional equipment, supplies (SIC 5086).--Egtablish-
ments primarily engaged in +the wholesale distribution of
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mechanical devices and other equipment wused by dentists,
physicians, surgeons, veterinarians, optometrists, osteo-
paths, and other like professional groups.

Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses.--Establish~
ments primarily engaged in selling surgical and medical
Instruments; doctors epparatus and equipment; orthopedic
appliances; artificial limbs; operating room and other
hospital equipment, X-ray machines and accessories and
other scientific instruments used by physicians and in
hospitals.

Service-establishment equipment, supplies (SIC 5087).-—
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of equipment and supplies for barber shops, beauty
parlors, power laundries, dry cleaning plants, janitors,
shoe repairers, upholsterers, undertakers, and related
service establishments.

Other machinery, equipment, supplies (SIC 5083 plus 5088)
(not_shown separately).--Establishments primarily engaged in
wholesale distribution of agricultural machinery and equip-
ment for use in the preparation and maintenance of the soil,
the planting and harvesting of crops, and other operations
and processes pertaining to work anthe farm orin the garden;
and dairy farm machineryand equipment (SIC 5083); also estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
transportation equipment, supplies (except motor vehicles),
including air, marine, and railroad -+transportation equip~
ment and supplies (SIC 5088).

Metals, Metalwork {except scrap)
(Part of SIC 509) -

Iron, steel, and products (part of SIC 5001).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of iron
and steel products--bars, rods, plates, sheet, wire, nails,
spikes, shapes, pipe, tubing, containers, ete. :

.~

Nonferrous metals (part of SIC 5091) .~~Establishments pri-
marily engaged in wholesale distribution of nonferrous metals
(except precious metals)--copper, brass, aluminum, ete.--and
miscellaneous nommetallic minerals. :

Scrap and-Waste Materials
(Part of SIC 509)

Iron, steel scrap (part of SIC 5093) .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in assembling; breaking up, sorting and whole-
sale distribution of all forms of serap iron and steel.
This industry includes auto wreckers engaged in dismantling
automobiles for serap. Those dismantling used cars for the
sale of parts are not ineluded here.

Waste materials (part of SIC 5093).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of nonferrous
serap (but not smelting; except for pot-melting of lead) a
wide variety of scrap materials or a particular line of
scrap materials such as waste paperand waste paper products;
wiping ecloth, waste wrags, textile waste, linters ; 8serap
rubber; ete. -

Jewelry
(Part of SIC 509)

Jewelry {part of SIC 5099).--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of jewelry including precious
stones and metals, costume jewelry, clocks, silverware, etec.

NONDURABLE GOODS

Groceries and Related Products

(SIC 504)

General-line groceries (SIC 5042) .~-Establishments engaged
in the wholesale distribution of a general line of groceries——
canned foods, coffee, flour, sugar, +tea, spices, ete. Vol-

untary group wholesalers, retailer-ccoperative warehouses,
and cash-and-carry depots are included, as well as nonaffil
iated general-line grocery wholésalers. ’

Speeialty-line groceries (SIC 5043 plus 5046 plus 5049).—
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distrib-
ution of dairy products such as ‘bubter, cheese, ice cream
and ices, and fluid milk and cream (SIC 5043). Also estab-
lishments primarily engaged 1in the wholesale distribution
(but not packaging) of fresh, cured (but not egnned) fish
and seafoods (SIC 5046); and establishments engaged in the
distribution of groceries and related products not elsewhere

- elassified suchas bakery products, breakfast cereals, canned

goods, green or roasted coffee, flour, fruilt peel, packaged -
frozen foods, oleomargarine, pickles, preserves, jams, jellies,
sauces, spices, refined sugar, tea, and yeast (SIC 5049).
Establishments primarily engaged in rossting and. shelling
nuts, in the wholesale distribution of soft drinks, and in
bottlingand distributing natural springand mineral watersare
also classified in this industry. Establishments primarily
engaged in pasteurizing bottlingand selling milk; preparation
of fresh or frozen packaged fish or other seafood; shucking
of oysters; or bottlingend selling soft drinksare classified
as manufacturers, not here. Likewise, establishments pri-
marily engaged in roasting coffee, blending tea, and in
grinding and packaging spices are classified as manufacturers.

Confectionery (SIC 5045)--Establishments primarily engaged
in the wholesale distributionof confectionery, suchass candy,
chewing gum, salted nuts, popeorn, and fountain syrups.

Meat, meat products (SIC 5047).--Establishments primarily
engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh, cured, and
processed (but not canned) meats and lard.

Poultry, poultry products (SIC 5044).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of poultry and
poultry products. Establishments primarily engaged in kill-

ing, dressing, and selling poultry are eclassified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Fresh fruits, fresh vegetables (SIC 5048) .~~Establishments
primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh
fruits, vegetables, berries, ete.

Beer, Wine, Distilled Alcoholic Beverages
(Part of SIC 509)

Beer (part of SIC 5095).-~Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distribution of beer, ale, porter, and other
ferménted malt liquors.

Vines, distilled spirits (part of SIG 5095).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of dis-
tilled spirits, ineluding neutral spirits and ethyl alechol
used in blending, wines, and distilled liquids.

Is, Allied Products
(SIC 502)

s Drugs, Ch

Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries (SIC 5022).
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribu~
tion of drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists!' sundries, and
tolletries. For surgical, mediecal, and hospital supply
houses see SIC Code 5086.

General-line drugs.--Establishments engaged in selling a
fyll line of drugs, pharmaceuticals, proprietary medicines,
druggists' rubber goods, cosmeties, toiletries, drug sun~
dries, and related merchandise. Cooperatives and voluntary
group wholesalers handling a full line of drugs are also
ineluded in +this classification. Iiquor departments of
drug wholesalers, however, are -included with "“wine, dis~
tilled spirits" (part of SIC 5095).
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Paints, varnishes (SIC 5028)--Establishments primarily en~
gaged in the wholesale distribution of paints and varnishes
in paste ar powder form or ready for use. Glass and wallpaper
are frequently handled as important secondary lines.

Other chemicals, allied products (SIC 5029) .--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of in-
dustrial chemicals such as acids, ammonia, industrial and
heavy chemicals, dyestuffs, industrial salts, insecticides,
naval gtores, plastic materials, rosin, turpentine, and re-
lated products. Establishments primarily engaged in distrib-
uting amminition and fireworks at wholesale are classified
in SIC 5099. '

Tobacco
Part of SIC 509)

Tobacco, tobacco produets (SIG 5094 ) .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in wholesale distribution of manufactured
tobaeco products--cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco. Mar-
keteérs of leaf tobacco are classified in SIC Industry 5051.

Dry Goods, Apparel
(SIC 503)

Apparel and ac ories, hosiery, lingerie, footwear (SIG
5035 plus 5039).——Establishments primarily engaged in the
wholesale distribution of apparel -and accessories, hosiery,
lingerie (SIC 5035); and establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of footwear of leather, rubber,
and ofher materials (SIC 5039). Clothing Jjobbers having
garments made on contract by others are classified as manu—
- facturers, not here.: - .

Dry goods, notions (part of SIC 5032).~-Establishments pri-
marily engaged 1n the wholesale distribution of dry goods,
and notions. Establishments primerily engaged in selling
textile home furnishings (curtains, -draperies, domestiecs,
ete.) are included in "Home furnishings, floor eoverings,"

SIC 5097, ’

Piece goods comverters (part of SIC 5032) .--Establishments
primarily engaged in purchasing <+textiles in the gray or un-
Tinished form, baving them dyed and/or finished by others,
usually on a contract basis, and selling ‘to the cutting—up
trade, garment makers, wholesalers, or retailers. Converters
operating bleaching, dyeing, and finishing plants are mot
considered as merchant wholesalers.

Pﬁper, Paper Products, E);cepr Wallpaper
{Part of SIC 509)

Paper (part of SIC 5096) .--Establishments engaged in whole-
sale distribution of fine and coarse paper and products, in-
cluding writing paper, envelope paper, groundwood, printing
and rotogravure paper, wrapping paper, paperboard, cello-
phane, and converted paper products such as bags, boxes,
dishes, napkins, shipping supplies.

Statione office lies ( of _SIC 5096) .-~Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
commereial stationery; office supplies including envelopes,
typewriter and mimeograph paper, file cards and folders , pens,
calendars, ete,; social stationery, ineluding envelopes.

Farm Products--Raw Materials

(SIC 505)

Cotton (part of SIC 505).--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of raw cotton and cotton
linters.

Grain (part of SIC 505).--Establishments primarily engaged

_in wholesale distributionef corn, wheat, oats, sorghum, soy-

beans, barley, and ‘other grains. Grain exporters . and grain

elevators buying and selling grain are included here as-well
as other grain merchants.

Other farm products (part of SIC 505)(not shown separately)
Establishments ‘primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of livestock such as cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, lambs,
goats, and miscellaneous farm products such as leaf tobaceo;
hides, skins, and pelts; horses and mules; bristles; broom-
corn; feathers; hops; hair; moss; unroasted peanuts, oil
kernels, oil nuts, raw silk; straw, vegetable fibers, etc.

Qther Nondurable Goods
(Part of SIC 509)

Amusement, sporting  goods (part of SIC 5099).-—Estéb1ish—

.ments,;primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of all

types of amusement and.sporting goods and accessories—-bil-
lard and pool supplies; cameras and photographic equipment;
coin-operated game machines; games, toys; ete.

Books, magazines, newspapers (part of SIC 5099).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
books, lithographed matter, magazines, newspapers, and all
other forms of reading material.

Coal (part of SIC 5091).--Establishments primarily engaged
in the wholesale distribution of coal and coke. Included
are establishments which ' have products shipped direct from
mine to customer, and establishments operating yards and
dock space, and making deliveries therefrom at wholesale as
well as other coal merchants. o

Farm supplies (part of SIC 5099)—-Es‘héblislnnents primarily
engaged in wholesale distribution of animal feeds, ferti-
lizers, agricultural chemicals, seeds, and other farm sip-
plies.

Other products (part of SIC 5099) (not shown separafel,v) e
Establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of: . .

Petroleum products ’(except bulk stations, terminals)

including liquefied petroleum gases; petroleum products
such as gasoline, lubricants, fuel oil. This classification
differs from SIC Industry 5092 in +that establishments in-
cluded here do not have storage capacity for bulk liquid
products.

Gifts, art goods, greeting cards including souvenirs,
novelties, and similar products.

Flowers, bulbs, plants including cut flowers, potted
plants, and florists' supplies; bulbs, plantings, nursery
stock, ete.

Other miscellanecus products including advertising nov-
elties and specialties; timber products such as ties , logs,
cordwood, wooden barrels, crates, sawdust, end other foresi
products except lumber; saddlery and other leather products
(except footwear, apparel, and belting); industrial yarn;
musical instruments, msicians' supplies, records; textiles,
canvass products, felt, burlap (bags); basic food and
beverage materials as malt, hops, raw sugar, industrial
molasses; wallpaper; a general line of merchandise; and
specialty lines not included elsewhere such as cork, animal
and vegetable oils, crude rubber, etc.
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July 1962 seles of merchant wholesalers, estimated
at $11.8 billion,were 4 percent below June sales but

were 7 percent above July sales a year ago.

Cumu-

lative sales for the first 7 months of 1962 totaled

$82.7 billion, an increase of 6 percent over
in the comparable period of 1961.

sales

Selec " in the durable goods trades, totaling $5.0
billion in July, dropped 4 percent from the June
level but were 8 percent above July 1961 sales. Non-
durable goods sales, at $6.8 billion, declined 3 per-
cent from +the previous month level but were up 6

percent over sales a year ago. Over the 7
period, sales in the durable goods trades were
percent over the comparable 1961 period, vhile

month
up 9
sales

in the nondurable goods trades were up 4 percent.

Most trades indicated July sales below Jure levels,

but registered gains .over July sales
Sharp declines (mostly seasonal) from previous

a year ago.

month

sales were reported by piece goods converters (-25%),

farm supplies wholesalers

metals dealers (-18%). The largest gain

(-24%), and nonferrous
among the

10 trades reporting increases was registered by ap-
.parel and accessories wholesalers (up 22%). Compared

with sales

a year ago, substantial increases were

shown by construction machinery, equipment distribu-
tors (51%), air conditioning, refrigeration equip-

ment distributors
(22%) .

(25%), and apparel wholesalers
Among the 7 trades reporting decreases from
a year ago, iron, steel scrap dealers (down 36%

) ex-

perienced the sharpest decline for the fourth con-
secutive month. Over the 7 month period, most trades

reported moderate gains. However,

substantial in-

creases Were registered by distributors of construc-
tion machinery (28%), industrial machinery (25%), and

automobiles and other motor vehicles (224).

Iron,

steel scrap dealers, with 7 month sales down 13 per-
cent fran a “year ago, experienced thesharpest decline.

A1l geographic divisions reported declines from

previous month sales, the sharpest drop being
by the Pacific Division (-8%). However, all

shown
divi-

sions experienced gains over year-ago sales levels,
ranging from 2 percent in the New England Division

to 13 percent in the South Atlantie Division.
INVENTORIES

Inventories of merchant wholesalers, excluding farm

produets (raw materials) merchants,

estimated at

$13.2 billion at the end of July, dropped slightly
(1%) below the June 30 level but were 2 percent above
stocks onhand a year ago. Stocks of both durable and
nondurable goods also declined slightly (1%) from
their previous month levels, although both increased

2 percent over their year ago levels.

'SEVEN WONTHS 1962 COMPARED WITH SEVEN MONTHS 1961

(Porcentage chonges)
- ° ) +10 415 +20

-ALL TRADES, TOTAL f
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL VLSS SSS SIS,
_—— S

MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT RESREBEEH

METALS, METALWORK

IELECTRICAL GOODS

HOTOR VEHICLES, EQUIPMENT

: FURNITURE, FURNISHINGS

‘Lumeer, CONSTRUCTION

JEWELRY

" | SCRAP, WASTE MATERIALS
HONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL

DRY GOODS, APPAREL

GROCERIES, RELATED PRODUCTS

'PAPER AND PRODUCTS

'ToBACCO

BEER, WINE, SPIRITS

DRUGS, CHEMICALS!

FARM PRODUCTS (RAW MAT.)

coaL

FARM SUPPLIES

-5 0 +5 +10 +15 +20

BUREAU OF THE cENSUS

Most trades reported only small changes (mostly
downward) from previous month inventory levels. How-
ever, changes from year-ago stocks were more substan-
tial. The principal increases over year-ago stocks
were recorded by service establishment supply houses
(up 15%), commercial machines distributors (up 13%),
and medical, hospitel supplies distributors (up 12%).
Iron, steel scrap dealers, with inventories off 26
percent fromyear-ago levels, registered the sharpest
decline.

The July 1962 stock-~sales ratio for merchant whole-
salers was 121 percent, up 3 points from June but 6
points below +the July 1961 stock-sales ratio. The
July 1962 stock-sales ratio of durable goods whole=
salers was 163 percent compared with the mnondurable
goods ratio of 87 percent.

GENERAL K

Date In this report are based on a probability sam-
ple, representative of all merchant wholesalers in
the country. A description of the sample design, the
estimating procedure, and approximate measures of the
reliability of the date are ineluded on pages 10 to
12. These data are not adjusted for number of days
in the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.

]An advance release of July 1962 data was issued on August 31, 1962.

For sale by the Burecu of the Census; Single copy--10¢, annual subscription—-$1.00



Table 1. ESTIMATED MONIHLY SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSTNESS:

1961 AND 1962
(Mi11iona of dollars)
Totel
1962 1961 7 months
Kind of business
Jan. | Feb, Mar. Apr. May June? | July?® | July § Auwg. Sept. | Oet. | Nov. Dee.| 1962 1961
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL..... wees | 11,441 | 10,760{12,085 | 11,777 |12,608| 12,252 11,821(11,052 12,444 |11,767 [12,717[12,652 11,916 82,735 | 78,077
Tb".‘AL (excluding farm products, raw N
materials)ceee ueea.. seevens erravee . 10,4381 9,843111,151 10,933 11,650 11,369 10,920]10,203 [12,390 {10,835 |11,466[11,345 10,791 76,293 | 71,846
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.esuvsseonosnevenan oo | 4,601] 4,406] 5,021 | 5,049 | 5,294| 5,209 4,977 4,503 5,281 4,929 | 5,272| 5,059 | 4,691]34,558 | 31,777
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total. €43 614 ‘684 695 708 722 711 659 660 638 712 67 623| 4,778 4,500
Automobiles, other motor vehicleg......... 209 221 251 237 226 236 229] .397| " 166 179 217 216 2041 1,608 | 1,319
Autamotive equipment, tires, tubes........ 434 392 433 459 483 486 483 462 495 459 495 458 419} 3,170] 3,181
Electricdl goods, totale.siecensns creen 699 . 674 755 705 T VT 739 €71 76 760 800 822 8201 5,090 4,652
Electrical supplies, apparatus tresrirennen 290 285 317 319 346 337 325 299 340 311 342 %3 335) 2,219 | ‘2,030
Electrical sppliances, TV, radio sets,
electronic parts, equipment...oseeevens . 409 389 438 386 398 436 414 3721 436 449 458 479 486| 2,871} 2,622
Forniture, home furnishings, totale..s...... 234 230 256 252 247 242 228 213 273 250 285 272 248 1,688 1,602
Furniture-household, office........ 63 4 68 68 73 79 71 62 80 69 7 71 70 485 464
Home furnishings ; floor coveringd..e...s. 171 165 188 183 174 163 158 150 193 180 206 201 178| 1,203% 1,138
Hardware, plumbing , beating, equipmsnt,
supplies, toftal..ce..c... trssesinrencensnne 459 454 507 542 606 591 576 527 598 567 600 549 467 3,735 3,519
HardWare. e s cesvsuvaecsererocssonsaneronnee 181 186 208 212 225 211 201 188 217 215 234 22 183| 13,4251 1,354
Plumbing end heating equipment; supplies.. 233 222 245 266 302 294 293 27 312 290 308! 285 236] 1,854 1,746
Lumber, construction materisls, total....... 458 440 525 ,562' . 622 608 598 569 640 585 622 571 452| 3,811{ 3,692
Lumber, milIWork....es...s Aressassesanaane 316 300 355 369 410 405 390 364 406 380 404 372 3021 2,542 2,484
Conatruction materialBesersssvercercasanes 143 o i) 193 212 203 208 205 233 205 218 199 149 1,269 ] 1,208
Yachinery, equipment, supplies, total....... | 1,250 1,182 1,354 1,412 | 1,469| 1,453 1,382] 1,148| 3,310 | 2,252 | 1,286{ 1,240 1,225| 9,504 | 8,082
Commercial, industrisl, machinery
equipment, eupplieB..ececceraseres 911 854 97| 1,009 { 1,053; 1,041 993 795 930 888 901 897 890| 6,829 | 5,559
Construction machinery, equipment....... 151 1541 - 180 234 249 260 251 167 192 191 175 170 155 1,479 § 1,156
Industriel machinery, equipment,

BUPPLIeB.ccniiineenniserersreasnsaninan 669 €17 95 67 695 679 6441 . 539 632 5% 624 630 627| 4,672 3,752
Professional equipment, supplieS.......... 141 131 14 138 11 w7 Us5] "136) 152 153 W U2 137] %88 905
Service-establishment equipment, supplies. 106 99| 115 116 120 122 LA 104| 114 109 121 15| 105 9% 722

Metals, metalwork (except serap), total..... 508 468| 572 533 553 518 4661 461|527 502 531 519 493| 3,617 3,279
Iron, steel, and ProductSesesscscecivensas 359 331 407 384 388 358 3341 m2| 364 342 364| 354 330 2,561| 2,284
Nonferrous metals..... cersersesntnesuaian 148 137| 165 149 165 160 1321 150| 163 160 167 164} 1s4| 1,05 995

Serap, weste materials JR e - N 286 2771 289 280 272 241 2211 285F 305 . 289 328 296 257 1,866 | 1,971
Iron, steel seraP........ erresen 17m 165 162 T 152 146 126 7 183 188 180 208 182 155} 1,037 1,193
Waste materials.....c...... vesrassecasines 116 112 127 128 126 15 104 101 117 109 120 114 102 429

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..«oeonisne crerne 6,840 6,355| 7,064 | 6,728 | 7,314| 7,043| 6,843] 6,459 7,263 | 6,838 | 7,446 7,593 7,225| 48,177 | 46,
TOTAL (excluding farm pmducts, raw -
2ateTial8)eeeenarcernsannn cwvessssene | 5,837] 5,438] 6,130] 5,884 | 6,35 6,160] 5,943] 6,610] 6,209 | 5,907 | 6,194} 6,286} 6,100] 41,735 | 40,069

Grocerles and related products, total....... | 2,495| 2,256| 2,542/ 2,410 | 2,666] 2,547 2,531} 2,365 2,493 | 2,356 | 2,432| 2,485] 2,422 17,446 | 16,495
General-line grocerieBS....c.svsvecsconsrnes 876 gi6| 484 834 888 g2 gg1} 801 865 838 864 8801 8391 6,061} 5,670
Specialty-line groceries. 759 6621 756 704 782 731 743 T4 758 713 ats 735 726{ 5,138 5,032
Confectionery....iv..s. 68 66 80 T 76 T 3 &7 Th C 7L 79 73 73 511
Meats, meat products..... 422 371 407 399 466 442 4141 368] 404 389 419 417 399] 2,920 2,541
Poultry, pouliry produsts..... 112 102 109 S 131 19 106 110 109 114 97 12 126 116 769 813
Fresh fruits, vegetables...... 258 239 306- 289 235 312 1 306 278 248 242 255 268| 2,047| 1,954

Beer, wine, distilled aleoholic beverages, .

eresmecrsnasas eereteerrensnsansoeneen 529 535 631 606 701 678 647 601 676 635 661 748 811 4,328% 4,106
Beereacusnsnees 203 201 235 250 299 305 310 294 309 267 47 241 241y 1,802] 1,741
Wine, distilled spizdts....... 327 334 3%6 356 402 373 337 308 367 368 Ak 507 5701 2,526 2,365

Drugs, chemicsls, allied produets, total.... 472 418 474 469 | 487 478 449 419 483 473 491 487 438] 3,247 3,110

Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' ) E

sund;.-ies................’................. 291 48] 274} - 269 276 269 2641 247 282 283 292 300 272| 1,890} 1,872
Paints, varnighes..ecceseesecenenes cees 2 23 28 31 33 32 a3 29 34 30 31 28 2] 204 195
Other chemleals, ellied productS..ccssssves 158 147 1 169 17 177 153 143 168 160 167 159 143} -1,153 | 1,043

Tobaceo, t0bacco Produsti.e.eesesrarenennens | 346| 3300 364|359 | 393] s3] ss] 3s6| 382 365 T3e8] e8| 3m0] 2,565 2418

Dry goods, apparel, H058lecceseccaveceseeses 550 545 625 587 592 592 sg7] sw0) 638 583 655] 649 533 4,078] 3,775
Apperel and accessordes, bhosiery, .

Tingerie, footweer....... 217 227| 262 243 %2 228 2ml 27 91 262
Dry g00ds, DOtIONS..c.issreesisrrreoorsrons 197 187] 220 201 204 217 198§ 186} 221 199

Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, N

total 37 340| " 372 371 379 368 48] 324 376 365

305 278 m 309 315 310 296 27 312 300

Amusement, sporting goodS..evssvercenareanes 104 » 103 125 122 139 133 132 130 151 154

Books, magazines, newspapers 79 % g1 73 72 73 80 77 83 <k

71 65 67 €3 65 61 53 56 64 65

162 168 217 217 194 162 123 143 147 141,

1
m’ilx e! Stim::{;imte . } See. page 12, Estimating Procedures.

Note: Merchant wholgselera total and group totals include data for same kinds of busimess not shown separately. Detall may not edd“to totals due to rounding.
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Table 2. 'ESTIMATED MONTHLY INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALFRS, UNI'.ED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962
i (Mi1liong of dollara)
1962 1961
Kind of business §
. Jan, Feb. Mar, © apr. May d Junel July? | Jay Aug. |- Sept. Oct. | Nov. Dee.
MEBCHANT WHOLESATERS, TOTAL ( excluding farm : )
‘produets, raw materlals)........ TP vresan 12,870 ] 12,904 |13,109 13,158 |13;,253 {13,365 13,243 12,984 13,003 | 13,028 13,071 13,098 12,781
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.... Sesnsreensdd 7,775] 7,853 8,051 1 8,080 8,157 ; 8,195 18,100 7,930 | 7,904 | 7,892 78231 7,818 7,731
Motor vehicles, eutomotive equipment, toted....... seeel 1,1604 2,169 | 1,195 | 1,179 { 1,100 | 1,237 | 1,211 1,181 4 1,168 | 1,17% | 1,15 ] 1,140 1,132 -
Autamotive equipnent, tires, tubes.......... aeacee o 911 921 926 916 935 961 949 928 920 932 909 893 1
Eleetrioal £00ds, 10881 ruruesrennrrruinarnransn,s..s 1,157| 1,187 | 1,204 | 1,018 1,244 1 1,254 11,241 {3,282 | 1,209 | 1,104 1,2001 1,186 1,135
Electrical supplies > APPATAEUB . et nanaaaay e 458 458 471 467 Lol 467 465 469 459 478 475 482 446
Electrical appliances , TV, radio sets, electronic . .
parts, eq\zipment................................... 700 730 733 752 Tt 787 776 713 721 715 726 |- 704 689
Hardvare, plumbing, ‘heating equlp., supplies, total... 1,023]| 1,046 | 1, 067 1,065 | 1,082 | 1,094 1,086 | 1,115 1,068 | 1,078 | 1,057 1,037 1,000
Hardware..........,. R R LR TR T T OSSR 434 445 450 444 449 450 443 [ 449 438 440 430 420 413
Flunbing and heating equipment, suppiies............| &o3 515 527 528 1| 548 548 563 533 543 533 524 501
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total........ | 2185 2,158 | 2,255 | 2,257 | 2,300 2,290 | 2,281 | 2,181 2,173 | 2,160 | 2,179 | 2,201 2,201
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies,.......... 905 903 964 958 976 | an 959 910 903 897 897 926 912
Metals, detalvork (except 8CTaD), totederenn..iennn.d  927]  osg %3 | 901 9| o6 | -e0 | asv| ews| e am 876 910

, steel, and produsts....... D vesnnen] 769 79 804 820 813 785 765 | 687 726 727 708 722 755

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding fevm ’
Produsts, raw meterials)ee...esrssessinsessn,., 2,095| 5,050 | 5,078 | 5,078 | 5,006 | 5,170 | 5,143 5,004 | 5,109 | 5,136 | 5,248 | 5,280 5,050

Groceries and related produets, total.....

1,405} 1,409 { 1,410 | 1,37 | 1,300 1,368 11,335 11,3211 1,336 | 1,341 | 1,302 1,429 1,407

General~line grocerfes..... besenen edenaevaad) 651 700 ny 692 691 680 675 653 647 662 700 77 694
Beer, wine, distilied alecholic beverages, totel...,.. 674 653 668 696 €99 716 689 699 705 733 780 783 650
Wine, distilled b o8 2 I R onof 551 530 529 551 7 555 535 528 550 583 631 641 528
Drugs, chemicels, .allied products, total.......... cea 603 605 608 621 614 622 605 . 610 617 607 623 610 595
Drugs, drug proprieteries, druggists' sundries... cen 4121 . 408 410 416 412 410 409 418 420 418 428 420 404
Faper, paper Produsts, exeluding wallpaper, totel..... 366 367 376 398 391 389 390 379 390 37 370 380 383
PaEr............................................... 299 303. 311 324 319 328 329 307 305 296 297 305 312

Bee footnotes below table 3. -

Table 3. . STOCK-SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT ‘WHDLESALERS, UNTTED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962

{Percent)

1962 . ’ 1961
Kind of business

Jan. Feb. Mar. | Apr. My | June' | Fuly?| Juiy Avg. | Sept. Cet. | Nov. Dec.

MERCHANT WHOLESATERS, 'm}:u (excluding farm

products, raw materials)...... “rrreiresainsies 123 151 118 120 134 1sg 123 127 14 120 114 115 1ng
DURABLEG_OODS, TGTAL..................'........... 1697 "~ 178 160 160 154 157 163 173 153 160 148 155 165
Motor MGlea, autamotive equipment, total........... 18 190 174 169 169 171 170 179 177 184 162 169 182
Automotive equipment » tlres, tubes.......... averas 310 235 213 200 194 108 197 201 186 203 184 195 213
Electrical goods, total.......... esnan 166 176 159 173 167 162 168 176 153 157 150 144 138
Electrical supplies, apparatus..... 158, 161 149 U6 136 138 143 157 135 154 135 141 . 133
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets,
Parts, equWiImente.s.y eenranennn,.. terecaee pial 187 167 195 194 180 138 192 165 | 159 159 27 142
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., suppliea , total.. 223 231 210 197 179 185 189 212 7 190 176 189 214
Hardware....osivenennnn, sessrasnna siieraessriivaaead 240 239 216 210 200 213 220 239 202 205 184 198 226
Pluibing and heating equipment, e 1Y PO 216 232 215 199 179 186 87 205 17 187 73 184 212
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total...... 175 182 167 160 157 158 165 190 166 173 169 176 180
Industriel machinery, equipment, supplies. 135 146 139 V2 141 143 149 169 143 15 U4 147 145
Yetals, metalwork ( exoept scrap), totalse..e.eo...... 183 204 168 186 177 182 197 182 166 174 160 169 185
Iron, steel, and productS........ treersrireneresnns 214 240 198 213 209 219 229 220 199 213 194 204 229
KONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm ) .
products, raw materials)..... ceeeen tnrhseenan. . a7 931 _ 83 | g | __ 80 ;A 87 90 87 (. 8 84 83
Groceries and related produets, total........ ceerenne 56 62 55 57 52 54 53 56 54 57 57 57 58
General-line groseries........ T S 79 86 81 83 78 77 77 82 75 79 82 81 83
Beer, wine, distilled aleohoiic beverages, total 127 122 106 115 100 106 107 116 104 15 118 105 80
Wine, Qistilled SPITTtOus.rsrueruiens.nrennssnnen 168 159 134 155 136 149 159 171 150 159 152 126 93
; Drugs, chemicals, allied produets, total..i..,.a..... 128 15 128 132 126 130 135 . 146 128 128 § 127 125 136
{ Drugs, drug proprietaries , druggists' sundries.....J 12 165 150 155 149 152 155 169 149 148 147 140 149
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total.... 98 108 101 107 103 108 ) 112 117 104 102 96 98 104
Paper.s.o...ui... B 98 109 100 105 101 105 111 113 98 99 93 96 106
1 ™M na
2 Prelimistm:iimate } See page 12, Estimeting Procedure.

Note: Merchant wholesalers total and group totels include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. Detail may not add to totals due to rounding.
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UNITED STATES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS )
SEVEN MONTHS 1962 COMPARED WITH SEVEN MONTHS 196

(Percentage change)

STOCK-SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
 JULY 1962 COMPARED WITH JULY 1951

(PERCENT)
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Table 4. mmmmmnmmmmmmmmormwmmsm, UNITED STATES, BIKDDOFBBSINES:VJ'ULYI‘?GZ

Inventories,
Sales end~of-month
(at cost)
Kind of business July 1962 from-- 7 mos. July 1962 frome-
1962
from

July June 7 mos July June
1961 1962 1961 1961 1962

MERGHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL..eeoecennsssnnsasnasasrsesssessassotossassonsscons +7 4 46 (x) (X}

TOTAL {excluding famyrodnc;bs, raw mterials).............A....................... +7 =4 +6 +2 =1
DURABLE GOUDS, TOTAL:.osereonosnnsraressssernsaanssosussssonasnanersas 48 -4 49 +2 =1
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, totul..............’.....................:......... +8 -1 + +2 -2
Automobiles, other motor vehicles.....ee onon aene .o +16 -3 +22 +2 5
Automotive equipment, tires, HUDEB.:cesecseorrosransnessrstaboscrcnssorsnasornronetesee A -1 0 +2 -1
Electrical goods, t0talesiessavssascessnee +10 -5 49 +5 -1
Electrical supplies, spparatuB.s..cccscraccranceninnes +9 -4 +9 -1 0
Electrical appliences, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, equipment.. +11 -5 410 9 -1
Furniture, home furnishings, BOLELans e v vaeessasinasnssanenrnsenssrnssrsaranrnrnsaes 47 -6 5 42 0
Furniture-household, office.csevss .. +13 -10 +5 =1 4]
Home furnishings, floor coverings..... R T TR T +5 -3 +6 +3 -1
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, ‘supplies, total..... +9 -3 +6 -2 -1
HOTAWATE e s v reenssossnsssasassssssssssssesssassucnscasasns +7 b +5 -1 -2
Plugbing and heating equipment, supplieS....cecsseescccncs . +7 0 +6 =3 ]
Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment, SUPPLIeSeceraereinsrusecsoncsrsacscancnscss +25 -5 +9 =7 \‘_ -1
Lumber, construction materials, %otel..sss- +5 -2 +3 -5 e
Tamber, miTlWOrK.eeececssesconsscscavasncs +7 =4 +2 . -8 0
Construction materials.cccevessssossesvssorsovsccascnss +1 +3 +5 +1 -1
Machinery, equipment, supplies, tOBEL.eceeseenesnserrronsossracecnrncnvonaroscssioronses +20 =5 +18 +5 [+]
Commerciel, industrial machinery, equipment, supplies . vesee +25 (-] +23 +4 0
Commercial machines, equipment....cccecccoscncceass +10 by +4 +13 +1
Construetion machinery, equipment.....ses. +51 ~3 +28 C -l +1
Industriel machivery, equipment, supplies... +19 -5 +25 +5 -1
Professional equipment, supplies....cescenss +7 - -1 +9 +11 +1
Surgical, medical, hospital suppiles.. essns 49 -3 +13 +12 -1
Service-esgtablishment equipment, SUPPlieS..ccscscssncnascsessssrscrsrsnsosecess +10 -7 +10 15 -3
Metals, metaivork (except serap), BT s vn s e vaseransaneionsnsnsrarsssssransonansransses 1 -10 +10 +10 =3
Iron, steel, and products... +7 =7 +12 +11 -3
Nonferrcus metalS..eessescvsse -12 -~18 +6 +3 -4
Serap, waste materiels, tolal..eciecssccircncronanaces -22 -8 -5 -19- =
Iron, steel SCTAD,esseienres -36 -7 -13 ~26 -6
Waste materialee.esrccscracessrcssiacsiossosansiorcsscecs +3 -10 +7 -6 +1
TeWELTF evnvsarsnnnses cereanennn T R R R -8 -9 -2 (Xx) (x)
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..seecnses +6 3 +4 (x) {x)
TOTAL (excluding farm producis, raw P 1) T +6 =4 +4 42 -1
Groceries and related produets, totel...... esaseveisssvesasssunsennusacessen +7 ~1 +6 +1 -2
General-line groceries +10 0 +7 +3 -1
Voluntary groupSes. +8 -1 +4 +2 -1
Retailer cooperatives... . +6 -6 +9 46 +2
Nonaffillate@..vceecosasess +15 +6 +8 +2 -2
Specialty-line groceries... +4 +2 +2 0 -4
Confectionery.esesse +8 -2 +5 +10 0
Meets, meat products... 2 -6 +15 4 -6
Poultry, poultry products.. -0 +3 -5 =21 +2
Fresh frults, vegej;a‘blea....................,......................................... +2 ) +5 -5 =7
Beer, wine, distilled slecoholic ‘beverages, total.. wesesavacsesameasesarasasness +8 =5 +5 -1 -4
BT e s vseesenmersnsnnossssirsassssnsesssnsatsssassoses +6 +2 +4 =10 s
Vine, distilled spiritB.c.ccevecsncsvorcrccreorsrconoccoroce +10 -~10 +7 +1 ad
DPrugs, chemicals, allied Produsts, totaleosssseaseraseesccissrrasatsrasanerionersonseses +7 -6 +4 -1 -3
Drugs, drug proprietaries druggists® supplles. . +7 -2 +1 -2 0
Cenersl-line drugs. . +9 +#1 +3 1] 0
Paints, varnisheB..scessevsoscs 14 +2 +5 -6 -2
Other chemicals, allied productSeiecsescscces rerssveasassenesn +7 ~14 +11 +5 -8
Tobacco, tobacco products.................,............,......................,.......... +7 -3 +6 +8 +5
Dry goods, apparel tot8lecescnrane +15 -1 +8 +1 +3
Ay_parel,and accessories, hosiery, +22 +22 +10 (X) (x)
Dry goods, NotionB....esesss +6 -9 e (X) ()
Plece goOdS CONVEILETBe.s.esssasonnaas +15 -25 411 (X) x)
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpeper, total... +6 -6 +6 +# 0

POPOT sssesnonvernosnssnsns sessasassense +8 - -4 6 +5

Stationery, OFfice SUDPLIEG. ... teressarcrosnsnssronssnsssitamarsesrsossasinnsransness x) x) +8 x) (X)
Farm products, raw materials. +6 +2 +3 (X) (X)
COthON.euarasssnssnnnnrssss +7 ~12 -6 (x) (x)
GEAITle s e sesanrvoneenssnsosvennesnsononsosassssoassen +10 +10 +8 (x) x)
Other nondiurable goodS, BOELscacessstsreesrranaesarssosonnsnsassuessvnossiorssrosraress -3 -9 -3 +5 +2
Amusement, sporting goods.. +1 -1 +8 +1 0
Books, magazines, newspapers. +4 +10 +2 +7 <1
(1573 I seseesensaren -5 ~13 1 -3 +3
Farm supplieS.s-cesensss eesarsesmveresnes ~14 -24 -4 -5 +2

X Withheld due to extreme vériability of reported data or a high nonresponse rate.
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Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED XINDS OF BUSINESS
JULY 1962 ) }
. Inventories,
Sales . end-of-month
. (at cost)
Kind of business and geographic division July 1962 from-- 7 months July 1962 from--
(see 'map, page 6) 1962
) . from
Juiy June 7 montha July June
1961 1962 1961 1961 1962

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, Tole 7. b +6 +2 -1
New England...eesceeseresersoeess +2 -8 +6 +3 -2
Middle Atlantie.... +5 -7 +5 +1 ~1
East North Central. +7 -1 +7 +2 0
Veat North Central. +9 -4 +h -3 =2
South Atlantic..... +13 -2 +12 +6 0
Fast South Central. +11 -3 +4 +3 0
West South Central, +6 -1 +2 ~1 -2
Mountain......u,... +4 ~1 +4 +2 =1
Paeificiiiiiennnn..,, +6 =1 +6 +4 =1
DURABLE COODS, TOTAL........ .. +8 =4 19 +2 =1
New Englend...... . +13 ~6 +17 +2 -2
Middle Atlantic., . +5 -8 48 +1 ~1
East North Central.. . +4 ~5 +7 +3 0
West North Central...... +11 -1 +1 -1 -2
South Atlentie..... . 22 ~4 +14 +8 0
East South Central. +18 =1 +7 -1 -2
West South Central. +11 0 +10 =1 -2
-2 -4 +3 (1] ~1
+8 -3 +12 +4 -1
46 =3 +h +2 =1
pvA -9 4] +3 =1
+ -6 +4 +1 0
g +9 +1 +7 +1 ~1
West North Central. +7 -5 +6 -6 -2
South. Atlantic..... +7 +1 +11 4 =1
East South Central, +6 -4 +1 +10 +4
West South Central. +3 -2 -4 . 0 =1
Mountain....evsen..,. +11 +3 T4 +5 -3
Pacifie....... +> 0 +1 +5 -2
Automotive equipment, tire, tibe vholesalers. . LT R T T +4 =1 0 42 -1
Middle At1antlc.euesssrnrrnns.s, Coes +12 -3 -3 0 +1
East North Central...... +9 +5 -1 x) +1
West North Central.. +11 +h -5 +19 -3
South Atlentic.... {X}) -4 +7 +24 -2
Eagt ‘South Central +5 -3 +2 -2 -1
West South Central.. (x) -9 -5 (x) (X)
Mountain........ . (x) +1 +2 x) x)
PaCifde. e it e Sevtreetaestreianaan PR reersees +1 +1 -1 =3
Electrical supplies, spparatus diatribu‘bors..................................... +9 =4 49 =1 0
Middle Atlantic.s.cecseen... +9 -2 +10 <13 +2
East North Central.. +2 -4 +6 -4 -3
. ~4 -1 -2 +2 0
(%) (x) 410 41 -3
+29 -6 +16 +31 +7
(x) +17 0 -2
X) x) +3 (X) +2
~8 =12 +8 -3 +2
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets » electronic parts distributors.............. TR +11 y =5 +10 49 =1
New EDZIAA. e v et vt i et etntnenencnncnnnenennnnsannnnnnsnonon +13 =7 5 (63)] %
Middle Atlantie..... +9 ~11 +16 +19 +1
East North Central.. +6 -1 <1 +2 ~1
Weat North Centrai.. +19 4] +9 +11 -3
. x) +1 +23 {x) -2
. ) ~10 +7 - +3
. (X; x) +6 (X) -7
. (X ~16 +23 {x) +4
............ . 0 ~10 +2 +21 -3
Furniture, home furnishings Wholesalers.. veesianannen,. . +7 =6 +5 +2 0
Middle Atlantic..eiienverenyonenan.. . +2 -6 +2 +7 -1
East North Central...... . (x) x) +3 (x) -1
West North Central x) ~1 x) -17 [+]
' South Atlentie,.. +13 x) 4 +22 -2
Eagt South Central.. x) -6 +6 x) +6
West South Central.. (x) -6 x) -4 -3
(x) -7 +2 x)
+23 -9 +16 x) x)
+7 i +5 =1 =2
{X) {x) +21 -5 ~3
+15 -4 1] -6 3
-5 -3 0 -12 -2
Weat North Central, 14 (¢4} -8 -~10 4]
South Atlantie,.... +21 -5 +19 +17 +5
East South Central... +12 +1 =7 =3 -2
VWest South Central. {x) +5 +19 +10 -5
Mountain. ... (x) -3 x) x) -2
Pacific... ereticecerrantinnonn R I .ee -1 ~7 +8 +1 -3

See footnotes at end of table.

i
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Table 5. PFRCENTAGES CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERGHANT WHOLESALFRS:
. JULY 1962

GECGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

Kind of business and gwgﬁpMc division

Sales

Inventories,
end-of -month
(at cost)

" aly 192 from--

7 months July 1962 from--
(see map, page 6)° 1962 -
July June , from July June
1961 1962 7 months 1961 1962
- 1961
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distributors. . +7 0 +6 =3 [+]
New Englandeesesscscassssssccscsascosnscessconses {x) +5 -4 +5 0
Middle Atlantie.. , (X} ] +9 -6 0
Fast North Central. +7 43 +4 (x) -1
West Rorth Central. -6 22 -7 +9 +2
South Atlantie..... +6 -1 +15 (x) 41
East South Central. (x) -10 x) +5 “1
West South Cemtral. +4 -4 +12 {x) -1
Mountaifieessascee [0.4] -1 {x) x) +3
{x) -2 +12 -3 -2
+5 -2 43 -5 -1
+24 -1 +9 +51 ~1
+16 +5 +8 +13 0
-7 -4 -8 -1 41
-2 +1 ~16 ~15 -4
South Atlantic...ee. -2 -l +3 -8 -1
Fast South Central.. «{x) +2 x) (x) -4
Wegt South Central.. (x) -7 -3 =14 -1
Mountaineessssonnes (x) -3 x) (x) +1
PecifiCicsconss +10 -5 +15 -16 -4
Industrial mechinery, equipment supplies distributors.. +19 ] +25 +5 ~1
New ENglandescesessscrcovascossssanssassassssernes 35 -3 (630 [€2) [¢34]
Middle Atlantic..... (x) (x) +20 (x) (x)
Fast North Cextral éx) A 438 +1 -1
Wegt North Central X) (x). 14 +2 -8
South Atlantie.... +40 -9 +24 X} 0
Fast South Central.. x) [} x) (x) 0
Veat South Central... +23 -1 +24 +24 ~1
Pacific.deecanvsasl +20 +4 +24 +18 -2
General-line grocery vholesalers... 410 Q 47 +3 -1
New England.a.ss .o +7 -3 -3 {X) x)
Middle Atlantic.. +3 -6 <4 +7 -3
Eagt North Central.vees. +12 -1 +10 +6 0
West North Cembral..cecesces +8 +5 +6 (X} x)
South AtlantiC.essesse +15 +3 +15 +11 +3
Esgt South Cemtral..... -6 o +4 -3 +8
West South Central... +1 -10 +11 +4 +3
Mountaln.... +1 -7 +6 -2 0
Pacific.cocecececnn feenesessatarenenennes {x) (x) 10 +7 -1
Specialty-line grocery vholesalericeeesecosess -+ +2 +2 o -4
Eng anee X) +10 -2 X) [£:4]
+7 +4 +3 -8
-7 -1 o (x) -2
x) [¢] +5 -1l -7
42 -9 +10 (x) =7
+2 x) -2 {x) -2
x) -1 +8 (x) x)
PacifiCeseascecesasascosscesesenssancsssrvsernanaces +2 +1 -6 +9 b
Fresh fruit, vegetable WholegalerS.csueescessssorcransoocesssdoronnnnctnnsvers, +2 0 +5 -5 -7
. (x) -2 -1 [€3) s
s +7 +3 (X) -6
-15 (x) 0 (x) -9
6 +3 -6 -8 -6
West South Central..... +7 4 +4 x) (x)
Mountain.cescsasosonceees +25 -1 0 =3 -12
Pacific.. D S AR LI AL SRR A +14 +12 -11 {x) - ~11
Drug wholesalers {general and gpecialty 141E8) ceensovasocscansnsssnsersasincnecnansrarns +7. =2 41 -2 Q
New Englanf.cecececscsees . waseves e -3 -8 -13 {X) [¢3]
Middle AtlantiC.seeeaes +9 -4 -1 (x) x)
Eagt North Central... +3 -2 +8 0
West North Central... +6 -2 -1 4 +5
South Atlantic....e.e -1 -1 -3 +1 +1
Tagt South Central.csesecessves +11 +5 +12 +2 +4
West South Central. +8 +3 0 -14 +h
Mountaifle eeaesasans (x) -4 o -7 -12
PacAfiC.sevececssscssnraciosnrsness +16 o +7 +1 -2
Tobaceo distri'b\ltors.............................4....s_...‘. +7 -3 +6 +8 +5
New Fngland..veescoressnce +13 -1 +9 (X} {X)
Middle Ablamtic..... . +7 M +6 (X (X)
Eaat North Central.... . +6 -3 +1 (X) (x)
(x) =3 +12 (x)
+9 -4 +5 +29 +12
+6 -6 +5 (x) (x)
-5 -3 0 (x) X
+28 +3 +22 x) +7
Paeific.... R LA RS R LA LIRS . +12 Q +13 =10 +2
Dry goods, spparel wholesalers... F g P TR LT TR LT L] +15 <1 +8 +1 +3
Middle Atlentic.cecacscsccscncss +21 -5 +13 -2 +2
East North Central.. +10 x) +18 +10 +2
West, North Central.. +34 (x) x) (x) +7
x) Q +8 -5 +1
(%) +14 (x) +28 413
PACATAC e oo e v oo onaerssenesnassssoesssnonsvotssosaonosarsesaseenntsasaiorentetneccnerrts (X) +37 -3 (x) 46

X Withheld due to extreme variebility of reported daia or a high nonresponse rate.
1 Inventory trends for "Merchant Wholesalers, Total" and for YNondurable Goods, Total,
products (raw materials) merchants."

# for the United States and by geogrephie division, exclude "Farm
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA

1. Scope of Survey

Wholesalers .are defined in the Standard Indugtrial Classi-
flcation Manmual ‘issued by the Bureau of the Budget, Executive
Office of the President, as "Egtablishments ar places of busi-
ness primarily engaged in selling merchandise +to retallers;
to industrial, commercial, institutiqnal, or professional
users; or to other wholesalers; or acting as agents in buying
merchandlise for or selling merchandise +o such- Persons or
companiés. .The prineipal types of establishments included
are: (1) merchant wholesslers--wholesalers who ‘take title to
the goods they sell such as wholesale merchants or jobbers,

industrial distributors, voluntary group wholesalers, export-

era, importers, -cash-and-carry wholesalers, drop shippers,
wagon digtributors, retailer cooperative warehouses, terminal
elevators, and cooperative buying assoclations; (2) ssles
branches and sales offices (but not retail stores) maintained
by manufacturing a mining enterprises apart from their plants
or mines for the purpose of marketing their products; (3)
agents, merchandise or commodity brokers, and commission
merchants; (4) petrolewm bulk stations; and (5) assemblers,
buyers, and associations engaged in the eooperative marketing
of farm products.

This burvey is 1imited o merchant wholesalers, which con~

stitute the majJor portion of the broad field of wholesale
trade, and excludes +the other types of wholesale trade such
as manufacturers sales branches and sales offices, petroleum
bulk stations, agents and brokers and agsemblers of farm
Products. A1l kinds of businesas in which merchant wholesalers
Operate are represented in this survey. A description of each
kind-of-business classification shown, in this report 1s in-
cluded on pages 14 through 16.

Firms which, in addition to merchant wholesale establish-
ments, operate other types of establishments, (e.g., retail,
menufacturing, etec.) report in thig survey only for +their
merchant wholesale establishments.

2. Sample Design

Firms reporting in the survey are part of a probability
sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi-
ness. The revised sample introduced in February 1961 includes
over 17,000 firms drawn from two sources: (1) 1958 Census of
Business lists representing ' all wholesalers (vith paid em-
rloyees) in business in 1958 and (2) Bureau of 01d Age and
Survivors Ingurance (BOASI) lists. of whiolesglers (with paid
employees] entering ‘business (or requesting new Employer
Identification Mumbers) sinse 1958. The sample iz supplemented
four times a year for new firms on ‘the BOASI ligts.

The reporting Panel iIncludes a fixed DPanel of about 1,000
very large firms reporting monthly and four rotating panelas
each containing about 4,000 smaller firms which report every
fourth month. In any given month, ‘the total reporting panel
ineludes about 5,000 firms. : :

The sample of 5,000 firms din any one month is the maximm
that can be canvassed within budgetary limitations. This glze
semple provides the basis for reliable national estimates, and
a8 a by-product, geographic division estimates for a number
of kinds of business. The number of firms selected for each
¥ind of business varies from 50 to 650 firms depending upon
the total number of firmgin the trade, and their distribution
by saleg size. In those kinds of business for which percent-
age changes are ghown by geographic division, the sample
chogen for +the national estimates was increased somewhat 1o
rrovide wider representstion by geographic division. For
other trades, however, data are not shown separately for some
or all geographic divisions because it would have required a

conslderable 1Increase in the sample size to provide relisble
resylta.

The revised ~sample is similar in degign to the previous
sample which was selected’ from 1954 Census of Business lists

number of firms reporting monthly in the new sample is slightly
smaller than the old sample, improved procedures in the hand-
ling of business births are expected to improve the reli-
ability of the estimates.

3. Previously Published Data

Data developed from the new semple may not be comparable
with data previously published in this series. This is partly
due to changes in coverage between Censuses. In this comnec-—
tion ready-mixed conerete distributors, whichin 1954 reported
sales of $998 mililon--27% of the eonstruction materials dis-
tributors totel and 1% of total merchant wholesalers salegw-

were included in manufacturing in the 1958 Census. Hawaii and
Alagka, included in the revised sample, were not included in

- the old sample. These States reported sales of $399 million
in 1958, about 0.3% of the total mérchant wholesale sales.

The differences between results of old and new samples are
also attributable, in part, to sampling error in the monthly
estimates (see item 7), and, in part, to changes in the kind.
of-business claseification of individual firms from one Censug
year to another. There is also evidence that some business
births (i.e., those which were not assigned a kind-of-business
code immediately upon receipt by BOASI) were missedin the old
sample. A study of the reasons for differences between the
regults of the old sample and the 1958 Census is underway.

“This should throw considerable Light on the reasons for dif-
- ferences in the results fram the old and new samples.

To pi‘ovide comparative data for the new series, each month
during 1961, estimates for the comparable month of 1960 were
derived from the new sample.

During January 1961, data were obtained from both the old
and nev samples. January 1961 estimates from both the old
“and nevsample are included in Tebles 6 and 7 es-an approximate
measure of the difference in level between +the two series.
However, the difference shown during this one month are not
necessarily the differences that would occur in all months.

4. Currently Published Data

Sales.--This report indludes monthly dollar volume estimates
of sales by kind of business for the United States as a whole
(table 1). Sales trends » based on the table 1 dollar volume
estimates, are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business

carried in table 1. For. certain additional kinds of business s

trend figures are derived from dollar volume estimates which
are not published in fable 1 because these dollar volume esti-
mates are subject to high sampling variability or other causes
affecting reliability of the estimates but vwhere the measure-
ments of trend are considered to have acceptable reliability.

Sales trends by geographic division are also shown for
selected kinds of business (table 5). These trend - figures——
based on the weighted sales of identical firms prior to
July 196l--are now derived from dollar volume estimates.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipts from repairs

or other services +to customers » after deducting returns and -

allowancés, and discounts. Sales of merchandise for others
on  a commigsion basis are also 1included. Local and State
sgles taxes, and Federal excise taxes are included.

Inventories.--This report includes monthly doller volume
estimates of inventories for selected kinds of business for
the United States. Inventory trends basedon table 2 estimates
are provided in table 4 for the kinds of business covered in
table 2. For certain additional kinds of business, trend fig-
ures are derived from dollar volume estimates which are not
published in table 2 because these dollar volume estimates are
subject tohigh sampling variability or other causes affecting
reliability of the estimates, but where the measurements of
trend are considered to have acceptable reliability. Inventory
trendsby geographic divisionare also shown for selected kinds
of business (table 5).

Farm products (raw materials) merchants carry substantial
inventories which are frequently subject to sharp fluctuations.
Their inventory data appear io be subjeet to a very large biae
due, in part, to the lack of adequate monthly records on the
dollar value of inventories. For +this reason, 8eparate inven-
tory data are not published for this trade. Also, because
inventory movements for this trede can dominate the total for
all merchant wholesalers snd s conceal significant movements
of other wholesalers, deta for this trade are excluded from
the total,

Inventories represent stocks » at cost, of merchandise on
hend for sale at the end of the month. These do not include
goods held on a consignment basis, nor do they inelude such
items as fixtures, equipment and supplies not held for sale.

Stock-sales ratios.--These are presented in table 3 for
selected kinds of business. The stock-sales ratios are per-
centages derived by dividing -the dollar volume of inventories,
at cost, by the dollar volume of sales. No adjustment is made
in these ratios for the mark-up ‘in sales which varies from

trade to trade.
’ 5. "Unpublished Data
Selected additional data, such as dollar-volume sales and
_inventories for some kinds of business not separately shown
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.Table 6. COMPARISON OF SALES ESTIMATES FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUAHY 1961

Sales Sales
Kind of business o1d New Kind of buginess o1d New
R gample | sample gample ]sample
MERCHANT WHOLESALFERS, TOTAL..sscescssocncorssscnncarsncsssvossce 9,817 | 10,295 NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.......%. PR sesasnes wen ) 6,044 16,274

TOTAL {excluding farm products, raw materials)..ee.... L 8,799 9,357 M
. : TOTAL {excluding ferm products, rew materials).... 5,026 | 5,336

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL. s sesacsscososancasassansasssacensoce | 3T73] 4,021

Motor vehicles, eutomotive equipment, $otal.cccececvanicacasnes 475 600

? Groceries and related products, total.....
Automotive equipment, tires, tubeS..ecesceseresircrsrrinises 409 428

General-line grocerieS...iececennsiosnes
Specialty-line groceries cevesnane R 580 697
Electrical goods, total....... e 602 628 Confectionery.coececasscse
Electrical supplies, apparatus. 284 263 Meats, meat productg....
Electrical appliances, TV, redio sets, electronle parts,

: . Poultry, poultry products. cesene 150 116
CQUIPTENtseansocsarsrarosssnssornrnonasssseses PR 318 365 Fregh fruits, vegetableS...essssvcesssoncsciveenasnnine eaeens 228 238
169 203
56 60 || Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, tot@lisececeosncess 469 469
Home furnishings, floor coverings:. 113 143 Beer

[ Ry T T ]

reers 183 19
Hardware, plurbing, heating equipment, supplies, toball.eeeeses 404 428 Wine, digtilled SPITIitB..v-easececsssscrsnscnncsovrcecennrne 286 274

HarGWaT'C eoveecosrasssssssanssacesesssscnsassssssncre

460 426 Drugs, chemicals, silied products, tofal....cccceerscnsonaces 383 440
261 290 Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists! sundries.. . 245 276
2399 135 Paints, vernishes..cvecececscsssses vesecasecnss . 2 21
Other chemicals, allied products

Machinery, equipment, supplies, total..ceceessssrccsocsssnaaass 991 | 1,020 || Tobacco, tobacco ProductBs.sseersesccearesnsscsorornarenncsees 304

317
Construction machinery, equipment..... NA 138
Industrisl machinery, equipment supplies. seseee 247 3481 ‘
Professional eguipment, SUPPli€S.s.ccesecese crasin 109 120 ||Dry goods, apparel, t0tale.ecesccncarososascessnroras 459
- Service-establighment equipment, supplieg....cecevscsscisesss 3139 96 Apperel end accessories, hoslery, lingerie, footwear. 155 | 419

Dry goods, notirms.........................................: 4193 | 184

Metals, metalwork (except scrap), totaleceae.cs 382 418
Iron, steel, and productBcscsvecscene .o 272 295 ]
Paper, paper products, excluding welipaper, iotal.....csessece 347 323
Nonferrous metals..cesesescereessssurarasesesronsnsessors uo 123 Paper" 301 | 270
Scrap, weste materials, t0tal.cieeeersseoraseacresesaisonarasen 232 237 ‘
Iron, steel SCraPea. . 120 1271|0080 ereecrsvasensaasssasecssssressenssnssrassocrssssasnonces 75 2
Waste materials..... 112 110 |{Faxm Bupplies. .. eeccssaensoiecrsonerocaorencarsrorsevarncunes 133 147

See footnotes below.

Table 7. CCMPARISON OF INVENTORY ESTIMATES AND STOCK-SALES RATIOS FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961

Inventories Stock-sales ratios
Kind of business o1d New . o1d New
sample gaxple gsaEple gample
MERCHANT WHOLESALYRS, TOIAL (excluding farm products, raw Materials) coesesseseserssserassasvses 11,811 12,558 134 134
Selected Xinds of Business
Motor vehicles, automotive eq_uipnmt,' f 727 I PR 1,019 1,185 215 198
Automotive equipment, tires, fubem....ccccecisesscscnciioensiroiiiecsiaeees 898 896 220 209
Floctrical O0GE, SOHALecsssssssssrssrnsasaenscsssssersesssrnsassarnantessesncnsenaesansarnneel 10480 1,138 1% 161
Electrical supplies, apparatus. eevssseetassrrassasnnsaerses .o . 463 173 163 169
Flectrical applisnces, TV, radio gets, electronic party, equipment.c.essseossccsessrrrocasees 585 694 184 190
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, mﬂl........... 936 1,028 232 240
e T 402 "423 258 255
Plunbing and heating equipment, SUPPLiES..cvecccssacssaccsssanarosanonusnssrvocscocnanes 445 503 219 237
Machinery, equipment, supplies, tOtaLiscscssssccsocsncnesorrnvononeenaasssanernosnsrnanesoseres 2,044 2,031 206 199
Tndustrial machinery, equipment supplies... 829 3g12 185 3169
Metals, metalwork (except serap), total.ceecacescecs : T8 871 204 . 208
Tran, steel and products AIBHTILULOTE...cereerrscsesncseratraassecncecnnns 646 741 238 251
Groceries snd related products, BOBELe e e+ s sesasnsesnnnnneesasnenensreannbnrnennarsrinrare 1,315 1,3% 60 62
General-1ine ErOCETACS.sssrssovsoesorarssseosiserrorasrsscssstesesatstsrrsacssrazorsnscracces 703 635 84 80
Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages, total 635 640 135 136
Wine, distilled spiritBe.csecnccarcsccnncocennces -525 510 184 186
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total.c..csccencececrcnnrocuoressssncaneencons 53 587 139 133
Drugs, drug proprietaries, Aruggista' SUNATIES..oeveressserrovsnnsassnroncocnsstssonsanenane 384 400 .157 145
. 5
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total.. teniesssesesssssninsscansseranars 5326 369 9% 14
BoDar e ransssasassessaneanssaasinsesrasensronessccannss 29 295 ) 109

1 wp4p conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment supplies,” wee ineluded in "™Machinery equipment supplies" group in the old sample, but now ig included
in "Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment supplies" group. Dollar volume estimates sre not published separately for this trade, but are inoluded in the old and
ney sample data for the latter group. . :

2 Ready mixed comcrete distributors, which in 1954 represented 27 percent of itbe construction material total and ebout 1 percent of. totel merchant wholegale
sales--are excluded from the revised semple because they vere ‘clagsified in manufacturing in the 1958 Census. -

3 myelding supplies,® included in "Service establishment equipment supplies” in the 0ld gample 18 now included in "Industriel machinery, equipment W

* fHogiery and lingerie" included in "Dry goods, potions® in the old sample, is now included in Apparel and accessories.” M

5 mjallpaper® included in “"Stationmery, office gsupplies” and the "Paper, peper products group” in the old ganple, is mow included in "Other nondurable gooda™

oup . .
Note: Totala include data from some kinds of business not shown separately. Detail may mot add to totals due to rounding. Alaska end Hawaii which repre-
gented sbout 0.3% of the total merchent wholesale sales in 1958, are included in the new gample but were not included in the old gemple.
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPIE, ESTIMATING PRO(:)EDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA--Continued

in this report, are produced as a by-product of the regularly
published statistics. These additional deta have not been
included in this publication basically because their sampling
variability is so high relative to the changes from month~to-
month, or between other periods > that might be anticipated
actually to oceur, as to make them potentially misleading.
The Bureasu of the Census on request, will release such figures
for individual use, though not for publication.

It should be noted that in some cases figures for.an indi-
vidual kind of business can be derived from the Monthly Whole-
sale Trade Report "itself by subtracting figures for certain

.published kinds of business from their respective kind-of-
business group totals. However, in these cases, the figures
obtained by such subtraction would te subject to the high sam-
pling variability described@ above for unpublished kinds of
business and their use would be subjeet to the same hazards.

6. Estimating Procedure

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight
which Teflects its probability of selection in the sample.
Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight
of one (1). Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depend-
ing upon size, with'smaller firms having a lower probability
of selection and thus a larger weight.

For most firms reporting , data are available for each of
three months (current, previous, and year ago). New firms
reporting provide data for at least two months (current and
previous). Sales and inventory figures reported for each firm
are multiplied by its weight (the reciprocalcf its probability
of selection) and the results summarized to obtain the dollar
volume estimates, percentage changes and stock-sales ratios
shown in this report.

The preliminary "composite" estimate isa weighted average of
two estimates; (a) the current month unbiased estimate (weight
.3) and (b) a ratio estimate (weight .7) obtained by multi-
plying the above previous month compogite estimate by the
current to previous month ratio obtained from the current
month reports.

The final "composite" estimate (available a month later) is
a weighted average of two -estimates: (a) the preliminary
"eomposite® estimate (weight .72) and (b) the unbiased esti-
mate (weight .28) for the same month ss obtained from the next
month's reporting panel. The "eomposite" estimates provide a
measure of the dollar volume of sales end inventories consid-
erably more reliable than the unbiased estimates and the final
"eomposite" estimate is also generally more reliable than the
preliminary "composite” estimate. -

7. Reliability of the Data

. Estimates based on a sample are subject to sampling varia-
bility end thus are not expected to be in exact agreement with
a complete census taken with the same enumeration procedures.
For all trades combined, the sampling variabilityof the dollar
level of the "composite" sales estimates for any individusl
month, was about 0.8 percent. at the one sigma level. That is
to say, the chances are sbout two out of three that the esti-
mated sales shown would be within 0.8 percent of the results
of a complete enumeration. The median sampling error of the

inventory estimates for all trades combined (exeluding farm.

products) was 0.7 percent.

Sampling errors have been computed by kind of business for
the monthly estlmates of sales and inventories and for +the
ratios of current momth to previous month sales and inventories
for 13 months, from May 1961 through May 1962. Sempling ervors
of the ratios of current month to Yyear-ago sales and inven~

torles have been computed for 5 months, from Februsry through

June 1962, Table & presents the range of the sampling errors
and ‘thelr medians; however,the sampling errors for individual
months are avallable upon request. The sampling errors shown
for the monthly dollar estimates are baged on the final
"compogite® estimates, while the sampling errors of the month-
to-manth ratios are based onthe pre "compasite" egti-
mates of the current month and the final "composite” estimate
of the previous month = and the year-ago month., The sampling
error of the preliminary "composite" estimates are not

shoun, but would generally be slightly higher than those shown
for the final "composite" estimate. The sampling error . of

. month-to-month ratios based on the final estimates would be

somewhat higher than that shown in table 8.

Sampling errors of the sales and inventory trends by geo~
graphic division are also belng computed but have not yet

~ been evaluated.

Sampling errors are themselves subjeet to sampling varia-
bility and thus should be regarded as glving a general rather
than exact idea of the varlability due to sampling, They may
also vary as a result of seasonal or eyelical fluctustions.
Differences may also exist tothe extent that the variances of
the new sample differ from the variances of the old gample.

These measures of gampling variability do not include bisses
that may arise from nongempling errors, such as the failure
of .regpondents to submit correct figures or to submit reports
in time for tabulation. Tn preparing the dollar volume egti-
mates, an estimate 1s included for those firms that fail to

respond. To the extent that the estimates for thege firms may -

differ from the actual figures, nonresponse affects® the re-~
llability of the dollar volume estimate. Ag a result, dollar
volume estimates are not published separately in some trades
vhere the nonresponse rate wag congidered too high to provide
reliable level egtimates. At the national level, approxi-
mately 10 percent of the total sales and 30 percent of total
inventories are imputed for nonresponge., In some geographic
divisions, the nonresponge may be higher. Biases may also
arise due to the use of estimstes by respondents. This prob-
ably occurs more often in the case of inventories than for
sales, reflecting the fact that inventory records are ndt kept
by all businesses on a monthly basis to the game extent as
for sales. ’

For kinds of business where esbimates appear to be subject
to high sampling variability, or to considerable biag, dollar
volume figures are not published. However, ag the effect of
such variability or bias is less serious for short range com-
parisons than for long range anes, trend figures based on the
unpublished dollar volume estimates are provided where sguch
trend figures are within acceptable gtandarde of reliability.

8. Use of Sampling Errors

The use of sampling errors shown in table & is illustrated
by the following computation: Multiply the median sampling
error by the estimate (whether it is a dollar volume estimate
or a ratio). Add and subtract the resulting product from the
published estimate. The resulting range of the estimate is
expécted to . include the "expected value" (that i{s, the value
vhich eould be obtained from.a complete enumeration) about
two out of three times. Doubling the median sampling error
and repeating the above process will give a range which will
include the "expected value" about 19 out of 20 times. :

To illustrate the camputation of these ranges for monthly
dollar volume estimates, consider the sales estimate made. for
all durable goods in May 1962. The published estimate is
$5,294 milldon while the medisn sampling error shown in this
report. is 1,0 percent (or .01). Multiplying $5,294 million
by..01: we obtain $53 million. Thus, the chances are.two out
of three that the "expected value" of the estimate is between
$5,241 and $5,347 million. Doibling the given medien sampling
error gives us the limlts -$5,188 to $5,400 million, which
will contain the "expected value® 19 out of 20 times. :

As an exanple of the use of these median sempling error dats
with ratios, consider the ratic of change from April 1962 to
May 1962 for all durable goods. This ratio of change, obtained
by dividing  $5,29 miliion by $5,049 million, is 1.049 (it
can also be expressed as a 5% inorease). The median sampling
error of this ratioc 1s.0.6 percent (.006).. Multiplying 1.049
by .006 we obtain .006 ag the standard error of the ratio.
There ia a probability of +two out of three that the "expected
ratio” ig contained in the range 1.043 4o 1.055 (that is,that
thé April to May change was between a 4% and 6% increase),
while there is a Dprobability of 19 out of 20 that the "axpec—
ted ratio" is contained in the range 1.037 to 1.061.




Table 8. SAMPLING VARIABILITI--ESTIMATES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

‘ Sales Inventories
Sampling error Sampling error Sampling error Sampling error
of the monthly of the ratic of of the monthly of the ratio of
Kind of business dollar estimates current month to— dollar estimates current month to—
Previous month Year ago Previous momth Year ago
Range | Median Bange Median
Range Medisn | Hange Median Range Median | Range Median
VERCHANT WHOLESATERS, TOTALu.vosovsssees o.-0.9] 0.8 ") o307]| 0.6 | 0710 0.9 . - - Z - -
TOTAL {excluding farm products, raw. ( B ’ . )
materiale)ecevervaccrsansssaacs rvsesecess | 0.6=091 0.7 0,3-0.7 0.5 0.7-1.0 0.8 0.6-0.9 0.7 0.1-0.8 0.2 0.6-1.0 0.9
DURABLE GOODS, MOTAL . svsvasnvsonsensesnns . ] 0.7-1.20 1.0 0.5-0.9 | 0.6 J._.O-l.'7 1.3 - - 0.2-0.5 " 0.3 0.8-1.3 1.0
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total . 2-3 3 1-3 2 2-5 3 2.3 3 0.4-1.0} 0.6 24 3
Automobiles, other motor vehicles..... 3-5 4% 2-5 4% 6-9 7 - - 0.8-2.3 1.5 3-5 4
Aubcmotive equipment, tives, tubes 24 2 13 2 24 3 34 3 0.3-1.2 Q.7 3-5 4
Electrical goods, totel...... .. . 2t 2 1-2 1 1-5 2 2-3 2 los41.2] 0.6 1-3 2
Flectrical supplies, apparatus....-. . 2-3 2 12 1 3-8 3 2-3 3 0.3-0.9 0.6 2.3 3
Flectrical appliances, IV, radio sets,
electronic ParbB.eessssshosesonsaaonvrsanasonre 37 3 1-3 2 3-6 3 3udy 3 0.5-1.2 0.8 2-3 3
Furniture, home furnishings, tobElecsacee . 2ede 3 1-4 2 3-5 3 - - 0.6-2.1 0.8 3-5 4
Furniture-household, office.csceessescs . 46 5 2-5 3 34 4 e - 0.8-1.5 1.1 3.5 4
Home Pursishings, £loor coveringg.......ev-esoree 3-5 4 1-5 2 3-6 5 - - 0.6=2.7 1.0 4 5
Hardware, plumbing-heating equipment, supplies, .
tobalesenncinns Mveesmesnesecnssentsensaoanuasorans 2-3 2 1-2 1 2-3 3 2-3 2 0.2-0.6 0.4 2.2 2
BTAYETE + s e aassnsasasanasssssisssnsree 3-4 3 1-3 2 24 3 2-3 2 0414 0.6 2.4 2
Plumbing and heatlng equipment, supplies......... 34 3 1.3 2 3-5 3 34 4 0.31.01 0.5 3-4 3
Mrp eonditioning, refrigeration equipment,
supplies - - 2-8 4 8-11 9 - - 0.8-1.7 1.1 5.6 6
Tamber, construction materials, total. 2-3 3 1-3 2 2% 3 - - 0.5-1.8 0.8 2-6 4
Tamber, MilIWoxke. coroceororsaners 3-5 4 1-4 2 34 4 - - 0.7-2.6 1.2 48 4
Construstlon materiald..eeeeess 3-5 & 24 3 5-6 5 - - 0.7-2.3 0.9 46 5
Mechinery, equipment, supplies, total....cecocesves 24 2 1-2 2 3-4 4 1-3 2 0.3-1.1 0.6 2-3 2.
Commerclal, industriel mechinery, equipment,

BUPDL1eH.rscsersroreranenesnes cesrecanes pEE 3 2-4 3 4=6 4 - - 0.5-1.21 0.8 3-3 3
Compercial machines, equipment.. vaen - - 3-7 4 8.9 8 - - 0.6-2.1 1.0 5-6 6
Construction machinery, equipment...... . 4-8 6 2-6 5 6-8 6 - - 0419 0.9 2-4 3
Tndustrial machinery, equipment, supplies... .. 3-5 3 24 3 57 6 3.5 4 0.6~2.01 0.9 45 5

Professional equipnent, SUPPLieSs.s..sececee 3-5 4 2-3 2 4=5 5 - - 0.4-1.1 0.6 3-5 3
Surgleal, medical, nospitel Bupplies.... - - 2-5 3 5-7 6 = - 0.3-2.3 0.8+ 3-6 5
Service gstablialmenb equipment, supplies. 4=5 5 2-4 3 4-6 2 - - 0.5-3.3 1.3 5-6 5
Metals, metalwork (except serap), totale.ceve: 34 3 14 2 3-6 4 2-5 4 0.4-1.5| 0.5 34 3
Tron, steel and productB.......-. peresnracen 4=5 4 2-5 3 4-9 6 2-5 4 0.4-1.8 0.6 34 3
Nonferrous mefalie..sseascersereosssencscs 24 3 24 2 bumB 4 - - 0.5-1.5 0.8 24 3
Serap, waste materials, HotaLeeeeensne vaee 3.5 4 2-5 2 3-5 4 - - 0.6-1.8} 1.1 46 5
Iron, steel SCTADesseccencss . 417 5 2-6 3 48 7 - - 0.9-2.9 1.9 7-9 8
Waste materialBecccacsonsosasssconenee 5-8 6 2-5 3 4=5 5 - 0.8-3.6 1.3 46 5
JEWELLF vavonosnsronsansonvanssvavess - . - - 2-5 4 7-8 7 - - 0.6-1.9 1.0 3-5 4
NONDURABLE GUODS, TDTAL...ccnssancoseenrossnnes 0.9-1.4] 1.1 0.3-1.0] 0.7 | 0.7-3.2] 1.0 - - - - - -

TOTAL (excluding ferm products, raw :
materlalg)cesssessessrsassssnsaccrsarcoenes 0,8-1.2| 0.9 0.4-0.8 0.5 0.8-1.3 1.0 = = 0.2-0.5 0.3 0.9-1.7 1.1

Groceries and related products, totale..e 2~2 2 1-2 1 1-2 2 24 3 0.4-1.5| 0.6 2-3 2
Ceneral-line grocerieB...sescecsre 2-3 3 1-1 1 1-2 2 2-3 2 0.4-1.2 0.6 2-3 2
Yoluntary group8-sssssese - - 12 1 2-3 3 - - 0.4~1.7 0.7 3-5 4

- Betedler—cooperatives. . . - - 1-2 1 2-3 2 - - 0.5-1.9 1.0 24 3

Nonaffilisted....oo - - 1-2 2 3-3 2 - - 0.8-2.2 1.2 3-5 3
Specialty-line grocerles. 24 3 1-3 1 34 3 - - 0.6-2.2] 1.1 3-5 4
Confectionery..veseavevee 47 4 1-3 1 6-10 8 - - 0.6-2.7 1.3 5-7 7
Meat, meat produsts....... 5-10 6 1~ 2 3% 4 - - 1.8+7.9 3.1 3-10 7
Poultry, poultry products...... 4-6 5 1-6 2 5-6 6 - - 1.7-4%.9 2.8 9-11 1n
Fregh frull, vegetablee.cesonrecssrercs sesrevinen 48 5 2-6 3 59 6 - - 1,046 2.2 8-10 9

Seer, wine, distilled alcoholic beverages, 3-4 3 1-2 1 24 3 5-7 6 |ow-1.8f 1.2 36 4
BEODcecvesareasssasnrnrsnnnrasonsns . 2-5 4 1-2 1 2-4 3 - - 1.4-2.6 2-0 45 5
‘Wine, distilied gpirits..... senene wesersesncancne 4=6 5 1i-2 2 3-5 4 7-8 7 0.9-2.3 1.3 46 5
Drugs, chemieals, allled products, total......- PR 2-3 3 1-2 1 24 2 2-3 2 0.4-1.0 0.5 1-3 2
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries... 34 3 1-3 1 2-3 2 2-3 2 0.3-0.9 0.5 2-2 2

General-line drugs. T R - - 1-1 1 1-2 1 - - 0.1-0.8 0.3 1-3 1
Paints, vernlshes..... aen o 3-7 4 1-3 2 3-6 5 - - 0.5-1.9 0.7 34 3
Other chemicals, ellied productSes.. 3-6 5 1-3 2 AT 5 - - 0.5-3.8 1.2 6-13 8

Tobaceo, tobacco Productse......» vesrarenrervrrcees 2~3 3 1-1 1 2-2 2 - - 0.5-2.7 0.7 34 3
Dry goods, apparel, total....--« eeverereaeareas 2-3 2 1-3 2 2-3 2 - - l04-14) 038 3-3 3
Apparel and accessories, hoslery, lingerie, .

FOOTHEBT e vssoennvrsavsaces cresassemevanenrene 3-6 4 2-5 4 57 6 - - 0.9-2.2 1.3 57 5
Dry goods, notlonSe.... . 3~5 4 24 3 3-6 5 - - 0.5-1.9 11 3-5 4
Piete goods converter8aceasssrerers PR - - 1-3 2 3-5 & - - 0.3-1.3 0.7 - -

Peper, paper products (excluding wellpaper), totel. 2, 3 1-3 2 45 A 3-5 4 0.4-2.81 0.7
PAPETaesnsonarssene cevensenne vesessesasescsenrnre 2-3 3 1-2 2 35 4 3-4 & 0414 0.8
Stationery, Office SUPPLIES....ocrvcornenearanors - - 3-15 6 - - - - - -

Farm products (rav materdals), tobals - - 2-5 3 3-5 4 -
Cobbton..eeas B - - 3-16 6 9-11 9 - - - -

in.. - - 2-5 3 3-5 4 -

Otber nondurable goods, tobal.... - - 1-3 2 34 3 ~ - 0.4-1.6 1.0
fsmuisement, sporting goodS.... 3-6 4 25 3 4B 5 - - 0.8-2.2 1.2
Books, magazines, newspapers. 34 3 Jde 2 24 3 - -~ 0.5-2.4 0.9
CORLoveenoosnannansassnsasees 24 3 1-3 2 1-5 4 - - 0.9-4.0 2.0
Farm supplies.. ressrarusees 4~8 5 2-6 3 5~7 5 - - 1.1-5.4 2.3

Note: ‘The sempling errors of the monthly sales end inventory estimates {final ectimates) and the ratics of current month io previcus month sales and
ipvemtories are hased on 13 meesurements, from May 1961 through May 1962. The sempling errors of the ratlos of curvent month 4o year~ago sales end iaventories
are based on 5 measurements, from February through June 1962. .
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DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSINESS

A1l kinde of business in which merchant wholesalers operate
are represented in this survey. The kinds of business shown
in this report parallel broad classifications shown in the
1957 edition of the Stendard Tndustrial Clagsification (SIC)
Manual and used in the 1958 Census of Business. Fach estab-
lishment in this survey has been.assigned & kind-of-buginess
classification based upon ite trade designation and an ana-
lysis of its sales by commodity lines as reported to the
Bureau of the Census. A deseription of each kind-of-business
classification in this report is given below.

DURABLE GOODS

Motor Veilicles, Automotive Equipment
(SIC 501)

Automobiles, other motor vehicles (8IC 5012).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of new
and used passenger automobiles and other motor vehicles.
Dealers primarily engaged in selling road-type commercial
trucks, truck-tractors, truck-trailers » buses, semitrailers,
and related vehicles are included. Automotive establishments
primarily engaged in selling at retail to individual con~
sumers for personal use, and alsc selling & limited amount
of mew and used passenger automobiles and trucks at whole-
sale, are classified in retail trade.

Automotive equipment, tires and tubes {SIC 5013 plus 5014 )~
‘Establishments primarily “engaged in the wholesale distri-’

“bution of new and used automotive parts™ and accessories;
rilling station and garage service equipment (SIC 5013);
8180 establishments primarily engaged in thewholesale distri-
bution of rubber tires and tubes for passenger and commercial
vehicles (SIC 5014). .

Electrical Goods

(SIC 506)

Electrical supplies, apparatus (SIC 5062 plus 5063) .-
Establishments primarily engaged In the wndlesale distribution
of electrical wiring Bupplies and ¢onstruetion materials 3
electrical apparatus and equipment. Where such establishments
are also engaged in the wholesale distribution of major elec—
trical appliances such es radio sets » television sets, re-~
frigerators, and freegzers, they are classified as general-
line electrical supplies, apparatus -distributors (SIC 5062).
If not also engaged in distribution of major electrical
appliances, they are classified as specialty-line electrical
supplies, apparatug distributors (SIC 5063).

Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic paris,
equipment (SIC 5064 plus’ 5065 ---Establishments primarily
engaged in the vholesale distribution of radio and tele-
vision sets, self-contained -air-conditioning units, and
household electrical appliances. Gag clothes dryers and gas
household refrigerators are included here (SIC 5064). Also
estaplishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of ele¢tronic parts and equlpment, such as radioc and tele-
vision receiving and transmitting, and industrial electronic
tubes; electronic intercommunication equipment; radio parts
and accessories; and electronic sound equipment (SIC 5065).

Fourniture, Home Furnishings

(Purt of SIC 509)

Furniture--household, office art of SIC 5097).--Estab.-
1ishments primerily  engaged " in wholesale distribution of
houseliold - furniture, including bedsprings, mattresses and
all such component parts; office furniture, professional

furniture, public furniture (for public parks and buildings,
ete. ), -

Home furnishings, floor coverings (part of SIC 5097).--
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of antiques, china s glassware, and earthenware; curtains
and draperies; table linens, towels; carpets, linoleum, and

all ather types of hard and soft surface floor coverings;
and all other genersl home furnishings and homewares.

Hardware; Plumbing and Heating Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 507)

Hardvare (SIC 5072).--Establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of hardware ; establishments pri-

marily selling automotive hardware are classified inSIC 501.

‘Plumbing end heating equipment, supplics (SIC 5074).~-Fs-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of plumbing and heating equipment and supplies to be install-
ed in resgidential &nd commercial buildings.

Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment, supplies
5077) . --Establishments primarily engaged
distribution of air conditioning, refrigeration, and venti-
lating equipment and supplies, except self-contained air-
conditioning units--SIC Code 506. .

(S1IC
in the wholesale

Lumber, Construction Materials
(Part of SIC 509)

lumber, millwork (part of SIC 5098) . --Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of rough, dressed
and finished lumber; Pplywood; door and window frames (wooden
or metal), and ‘all other varieties of wooden and metal mill-
work,

Construction materials (part of SIC 5098) . ~~Establishments

_primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of such building

materials as brick, building stone, .cement, granite, gravel,
lime, marble, plaster, window glass, roofing materials, and
sands ready-mix eoncrete distributors are not included in
this group but are classified as manufacturers (SIC 3273).

Mucl-linery, Equipment, Supplies
(SIC 508)

Commercial,

(8IC 5082):

Commercial machines, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--Es-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of office, store, and business’ machines and equipment (ex-
cept furniture); commercial food-service equipment and sup-
plies; fountain and store fixtures and equipment; and tanks,
pumps, compressors, ete., for marketing petroleum products.

Construction machinery, equipment (part of SIC 5082). -
Egtablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of cranes, excavating machinery and equipment, power
shovels; road conmstruction and maintensnce machinery, tractor

mounted equipment, ‘and other construction machinery and
equipment. :

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies (part of SIC
5082) . --Establishments primarily engeged in the wholosale
distribution of such industrial machinery and parts as.
metel-working tools; food products manufacturing machinery
and equipment; dairy products manufacturing machinery; oil
well  machinery and supplies; industrial fans ; industrial
tractors and trailers; and other industrial machinery, parte
and attachments. Also esteblishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of abrasives and materials; rope
and cordage; mechenical rubber goods; welding supplies;
mechenical power transmission equipment; industrial valves
and fittings; industrial leather; used drums, barrels, and
other metal containers which have been cleaned or reprocess-
ed; also other special or general industrial supplies such
as industrial storage “batteries » bort, industrial diamonds N
and miscellanecus mili supplies.

industrial machinery, equipment, gupplies

Professional equipment,

supplies (SIC 5086).~-Esteblish-~
ments primarily engaged in

the wholesale distribution of
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mechanical devices and other eqﬁipment used by dentists,
physiclans, surgeons, veterinarians, optometrists, osteo-
paths, and other like professional groups.

Surgical, medicel, hospitel supply houses .—~Establish-
ments primerily engaged in selling surgical and medical
instruments; doetors apparatus and equipment; orthopedic
sppliances; artificial 1limbs; operating room and other
hospital equipment, X-ray machines and accessories and
other scientific instruments uged by physicians and in
hogpitals. : : ’

Service-establishment eguipment, supplies (SIC 5087) .~
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
pution of equipment. and supplies for barber shops, beauty
parlors, power laundries, dry cleaning plants, janitors,
shoe repailrers, upholsterers, imdertakers, and related
gervice establishments. :

Other machinery, e%uimgnt, supplies (SIC 5083 plus 5088)
(not shown gseparately. - Febablishments primarily engaged in
 wholesale distribution of agricultural machinery and equip-
ment for use in the preparation and maintenance of ‘the soil,
the planting and parvesting of crops, and other operations
and processes pertaining to work m the farm orin the garden;
{and dalry farm machineryend equipment (SIC 5083) ; algo estab-
Ti{stments primarily engaged in ‘the wholesale distribution of
transportation equipment, supplies (except motor vehicles),,
ineluding air, marine, and railroad transportation equip-
ment and supplies (SIC 5088). :

Hetals, Metalwork (except scrap) -
(Part of SIC 509)

Tron, steel, and products (part of SIC 5091) .--Establish~
. ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of iron
and steel products—bars, rods, plates, sheet, wire, nalls,
splikes, shapes; pipe, tubing, containers, ete.

Nonferrous metals (pert of SIC 5091) .--Esteblishments pri-
raTily engeged in wholesale distribution of nonferrous metals
{exeept precious metals)--copper, brass, alunimm, ete.--and
miscellaneous nommetallic minerels. : ’

Serap and Waste Matericls
(Part of SIC 509)

Tron, steel serap (part of SIC 5093 .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in assembling; breaking up, gorting and whole~
sale distribution of a1l forms of serap lron and steel.
Thig industry includes auto wreckers engaged in dismantling
automobiles for scrap. Those dismantiing used cars for the
sele of parts are not included here.

Waste materials (part of SIC 5093 .--Egtabliskments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of nonferrous
serap (but not smelting, _ezcept for pot-melting of lead) a
wide variety of scrap materials or a particular line of
gerap materials such-as’ waste paperand waste paper products;
wiping cloth, waste rags,.

textile waste, linters; scrap
ribber; etc.
Jowelry
(Part of SIC 509)
Jewelry (part of SIC 5099) .—-Establismments primarily en-

gaged in wholesale distributlonof Jewelry ineluding precious
gtones gnd metals, costume jewelry, clocks, silyverware, ete.

NONDURABLE GOODS

‘Groceries nnd”ReluleE Froﬁuéis
. (SIC 504)

Generél-line oceries (SIC 5042 ~-Egtablishments engeged
in the wholesale distributioncf a general line of groceries——
cammed foods, coffee, flour, sugar, tea, spices, etc. Vol-

wtary group wholesalers, retailer-cooperative warehouses;’
and cagh~and-carry depots are included, as well as nunaffil-
iated general-line grocery wholesalers.

Specialty-line groceries (SIC 5043 plus 5046 plus 5049) .—
Egtablistments -primarily engaged in the wholesale distrib-
ution of dairy products such ag butter, cheese, ice cream
and ices, and fluid milk and cream (8IC 5043). Also estab-
lishments primarily. engaged in the wholesale distribubion
{(but not packaging) of - fresh, cured (but not carmed) fish
end seafoods (SIC 5046); and establishments engaged in the
aistribution of groceries and related products not elsewbere
clagsified suchas bakery producis, breskfast cereals, cammed
goods, green or roagted coffee, flour, frult peel, packaged
frozen foods, oleomargarine, pickles, preserves, Jjamg, Jellies
sauces, Spices, refined sugar, tes, and “yeast (SIC 5049).
Fatablighments primarily engaged in roasting snd shelling
nuts, in the wholesale digtribution of soft drinks, and in
bottlingand distributing natural springand mineral watersare
also classified in this industry. Esteblishments primarlily
engaged in pasteurizing bottlingand selling milk; preparation
of fresh or frozen packaged fish or other seafood; ghucking
of oysters; or bottlingand selling soft drinksare classified
as manufacturers, not here. Likewise, establighments pri-
marily engaged in roasting coffee, blending tea, and in
grinding enl packaging epices are classifiedas manufacturers.

Confectionery (SIQ 5045)--Establishments primerily engaged
in the wholesale distributionof econfectionery, suchas candy,
chewing gum, salted nuts, popeorn, and founteln syrups.

Meat, meat products (SIC 5047 . w-Esteblistments primarily
engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh, cured; and .
processed (but not canned) meats and lard.

Poultry, poultry products (SIC 5044).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged In the wholesale distribution of poultry and
poultry products. Fstablishments primerily engaged in ki1l-

ing, dressing, and gelling poultry are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Fresh fruits, fresh vegetables (SIE 5048) .—Establishments
primarily engaged in the -wholesale distribution of fresh

- fruits, vegetables, berries, etc.

Baer, Wine, Distilled Alcoholic Beverages

(Part of SIC 509)

Beer (part of SIC 5095) .~-Establistments primarily engaged
in wholesale distribution of beer, ale, porter, and other
fermented malt liquors.

Wines, distilled gpirits (part of SIC 5095) .~~Egtablish~
ments Ppr engaged 1n wholesale distribution of dis-
tilled spirits, including neutral spirits and ethyl alechol

uged in blending, wines, and distilled liquids.

Drugs, Ch

Is, Allied Products
(SIC 502)

s, -drug proprietaries sts! sundries (SIC 5022).
Tetablismments primarily engaged 1n the wholesale distribu-
4ion of drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries, and
toiletries. For gurgical, medical, and hospital supply
houses see SIC Code 5086 .

Geperal-line dgggs.—-Establishments engaged in gelling a
full 1ine of drugs, pharmaceuticals, proprietary medicines,
druggists' Tubber goods, cosmetics, toiletries, drug sun-
dries, and related merchandise. Cooperatlves and voluntary
group wholesalers handling a full line of drugs are also
included 3n this clagsification. Ildquor departments of
drug wholesalers, ‘however, are included with "wine, dig-
+i11ed spirite" (part of SIC 5095) .
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Palnts, varnishes (SIC 5028)--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in the wholesale distribution of paints and * yarnishes
in paste ar powder form or ready for use. Glass and wallpaper
are frequently handied as important secondary lines.

Other cliemicals, allied products (SIG 5029) .-—Establish-
ments primarily engsged in the wholesale distribution of in-
dustrial chemicals such ag acids, ammonia, industrial and
heavy chemicals, dyestuffs, industrial salts, insecticides,
nayal stores, plastic materials, rosin, turpentine, and re-
lated products. Establishments primarily engaged in distrib-
uting ammmition and fireworks at wholesale are classified
in SIC 5099..

Tobacco
{Part of SIC 509)

Iobacco, tobaceo products (SIC 5094 ) .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in wholesale distribution of manufactured
tobaeco products--cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco. Marw
keters of leaf tobamcco are classified in SIC Industry 5051.

Dty‘Goods, Apparel
(SIC 503)

. %arel and accessories, hosiery, lingerle, footwear (sic
5035 plus 5039) .~—Establistments primarily engaged in the
wholesale distribution of apparel and accesgories, hogiery,
lingerie (SIC 5035); and establishments primarily engaged in
‘the wholesale distribution of footwear of leather, rubber,
and other materials (SIC 5039). Clothing jobbers having

garments made .on contract by others are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Dry goods, notions (pert of SIC 5032).~-Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of dry goods,
and notions. Establishments primarily engaged in selling
textile home furnishings (curtains, draperies, domestics,
ets.) are included in "Home furnishings, floor coverings,™
SIC 5097.

Plece goods comverters (part of SIC 5032) —Establishments
primarily engaged in purchasing textiles in the gray or un-

finighed form, having them dyed and/or finished by others, -

usually on a contract basis, and selling o the cutting-up
trade, garment makers, wholesalers, or retailers. Comyerters

operating bleaching, dyeing, and finishing: plants are not
considered as merchant wholesalers. -

Puper, Paper Products, Except Wallpaper
(Part of SIC 509)

Paper (part of SIC 5096) .~—Establishments engaged in whole~
sale distribution of fine and coarse paper and products, in-
cluding writing paper, envelope paper, groundwood, printing
and rotogravure paper, wrapping paper, paperboard, cello-
phane, and converted baper products such as bags, boxes,
dishes, napkins, shipping supplies.

Stationery, office supplies (part of - SIC 5096 ) .~~Fstab-
lishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
commercial stationery; office supplies ineluding envelopes,
‘typewriter and mimeograph Daper, file cardsend folders, pens y
calendars, ete,; soeial stationery, ineluding envelopeg.

Farm Products--Raw Materials

(SIC 505)

Cotton (part of SIC 505) ,~Establishments primarily en-
gaged In wholesale distribution of raw cotton and cotton
linters. ’

Grain (part of SIC 505) .--Establishments primerily engaged
in vwholesale distributionof corn, wheat, oats, sorghum, soy-
beans, barley, and other grains. Grain exporters and grain
elevators buying and selling grain are ineluded here as well
as other grain merchants.

Other farm products (part of SIC 505) (not_shown separately)
Establishments primarily engaged in wholosale distribution
of livestoek such as catile, calves, hogs, gheep, lambs,
goats, and miscellaneous farm products such ag leaf tobacco;
hides, skins, and pelts; horses and mules; bristles; broom—
corn; feathers; hops; hair; moss; wnroasted _peanuts, oll
kernels, oil nuts, raw silk; straw, vegetable fibers, etc.

Other Nondurable Goods
(Part of SIC 509)

Amusement; Tl oods ( of SIC 5099).--Establish~
ments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of all
types of emsement and sporting goods and asccessories--bil-
lard and pool supplies; cameras and photographic equipment;
coin-operated game machines; games, toys; ete. '

Bogks g apers (part of SIC 5099).--Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribvution of
books, lithographed matter, magazines, newspapers, and all
other forms of reading material.

Coal (part of SIC 5091) .~-Establishments Primarily engaged
in the wholesale distribution of coal and coke. Included
are egtablishments which have products shipped direet from
mine 0 customer, and establishments operating yards and
dock space, and making deliveries therefrom at wholesale ag
well as other coal merchamts.

Farm supplies (part of SIC 5099 ) ~~Establistments ‘primarily

. engaged in wholesale distribution of animal- feeds, ferti-

lizgers,

agricultural chemicals, seeds,
plies.

and other farm sup-

Gther products of SIC 5099) (not shown separately).—-

Establistments primarily engaged inm wholesale Qistributicn

of':

Petroleum produéts (except bulk gtations, terminalis)
including Iiquefied

petroleum gases; petroleum . products
such as gasoline, lubricants, fuel oil. This classification
differs from SIC Industry 5092 in that egtablishments in-

cluded here do not have storage capacity for bulk liquid
products. ’

Gifts, art goods,. greeting cards including souvenlrs,
novelties, and similsr productz.

Flowers, bulbg, plants including out flowers, potted
plants, and florists? supplies; bulbs, plantings, nursery
stoek, ete. :

Other miscellanecus products ineluding advertising nove
eltles and speclalties; timber products ‘such s ties, logs,
cordwood, wooden barrels, crates, sawdust » and other forest
‘products except lumber; saddlery and other leather products
(except footwear, apparel, and belting); industrial yarn;
musical instruments, musicians' supplies, records; textiles,
canvass products, felt, burlap (bags); basie food and
beverage materials as malt, hops, raw sugar, industrial
molasses; wallpaper; a general line of merchandise; and

* speeialty lines not included elsevhere such &8 cort, animal
and vegetable oils, crude rubber, etc.
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SALES

hugust 1962 sales of merchant wholesalers, eati-
mated at $12.8 billion, were up 8 percent over July
gales and were 3 percent over August seles a year ago.
(The increase from July to August was due primarily
to the larger number of trading days in August.)
Cumilative sales for the first 8 months of 1962
totaled $95.6 billion, an increase of 6 percent over
sales in the comparable period of 1961.

Sgles in the dursble goods trades, totaling $5.3
billion in August, were up 8 percent over July sales
and 3 percent above the August 1961 level. The non=-
durable goods trades, with sales of .$7.5 billion in
August, showed an incresse of 9 percent over July
sales as well as a 3 percent increase over seales a
year. ago. Over the g month period, sales in the dur-
"able goods trades were up g percent over the compar-
able 1961 period, while sales in the nondurable goods
trades were up 4 percent.

A11 but four +trades reported increases over July
Substentisl advances (mostly geasonsl) were
shown by jewelry wholesalers (40%) , cotton merchants
(36%), epparel and accessories wholesalers (35%),
and furniture wholesslers (29%). Declines were re-
ported by fresh fruits end vegetables wholesalers
(-10%), air conditioning, vefrigeration equipment
distributors (-5%), grain merchants (~3%), and com-
mercial machines, equipment distributors (-2%). Com—
pared with a year ago, most trades registered gains.
Automobiles, other motor vehicles distributors, with
sales up 42 percent, and apparel and accessories

wholesalers, up 25 percent, accounted for the prin- -

cipal increases. Irom, steel scrap dealers and cotton
merchants (both down 32 percent) experienced the
sharpest declines. For the 8 month period, construc-
tion machinery, equipment distributors (up 25%) end
automobiles, other motor vehicles distributors (up
24%) reported the largest increases; iron, steel
serap dealers (down 16%) and cotton merchants (down
10%) reported the sharpest declines.

A11 geographic divisions showed sales gains over
the previous month, ranging from 5 percent in the
West North Central Division to 12 percent in the New
England and Pacific Divisions. Most divisions also
reported galns over a year ago. However, two divi-
sions--the East South Central and the West South
Central<-reported declines of 5 percent from their
August 1961 sales.

INVENTORIES

Tnventories of merchant wholesalers, excluding
farm products (raw materisls) merchants, estimated
at $13.3 billion at the end of August, were unchang-
ed from the previous month level but were 2 percent

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSIHESS-
EIGHT MONTHS 1952 COMPARED WiTH EIGHT MONTHS 1961

{Parcantage changes)

-1 5 0 35 410 +15 2

ALL TRADES, TOTAL

ok e —
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL

MACHINERY, EQUIFMENT

METALS, METALWORK
£LECTRICAL GOODS
MOTOR YEHICLES, EQUIPKENT

HARDWARE, PLUMBING

FURNRITURE, FURNISHINGS

LUMBER, CONSTRUCTION

JEWELRY

SCRAP, WASTE MATERIALS

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL

Pl il bl Ay

DRY GOODS, APPAREL

GROCERIES, RELATED PRODUCTS

TOBACCO

BEER, WINE, SPIRITS

PAPER AND PRODUCTS

DRUGS, CHEMICALS

FARM PRODUCTS (RAW MAT.)
COAL

FARM SUPPLIES

+10 *15 420

SUREAY OF THECENSUS

above stocks on hand a year ago.
able goods trades declined slightly (1%) during the
month but were up 3 percent from their year-asgo level,
Nondurable goods stocks remalned unchanged from their
July level but increased glightly (1%) from their
year-ago level.

Stocks in the dur-

Small changes from previous month inventory levels

were reported by most trades, although coal whole-
salers rTeported a 21 percent Increase from thelr
previous month stocks.
levels were more
from an 18 percent increase
hospitel supplies
crease in iron, steel scrap inventories.

Changes from year-ago stock
substential, however, and ranged -

! for surgical, medical,
{nventories to a 27 percent de-

The August 1962 stock-sales retio for merchant

wibolesalers was 112 percent, down 10 points from
July and 2 points below the August 1961 stock-sales
ratio.

goods wholesalers was 152 percent (down 1 point from
August of & year ago) compared with the nondurable
goods ratio of 79 percent (down 3 poinis from August
of & year ago).

The August 1962 stock-seles ratio of durable

1An advance release of August 1962 dota was issued on September 28, 1962.

For sale by the Bureau of the Census; Single copy=-10¢, annual subscription=-$1.00




Table 1. ESTIMATED MONTHLY SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: 1961 AN'D 1962
(Millions of dollars)

. Total
1962 1961 8 months
Find of business

Jan. Feb, | Mar. Apr. May June B July' | Aug.? Aug. fSept. | Oct. | Nov. Dee. | 1962 1961

MERCHANT WHOLESATERS, TOTAL......... |11,441 | 10,760]12,085 11,777(12,608 |12, 252111, 847 | 12,824 |12,444 h1;767 12,727 112,652 |21;916(95,585 | 90, 504

TOTAL (éxcluding farm products, raw
paterials)..oe.ceieisinniinnnnrenn.., | 10,438 9,843|11,151 |10,933[11,650 {11,369 10,942 | 11,870 |31,390 10,835 11,466 |11,345 10,791 188,184 | g3, 240

DURABLE GOODS, TOTALs«+vvsnseesuunnnnnes | 4,601 | 4,408 2,021 | 5,0491 5,294 | 5,209 4,969 | 5,348 | 5,181 4,0 5,272 | 5,059 | 4,691)39,898 | 36,958

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total. 643 614 684 €95 708 722 4 752 660 638 712 674 6231 5,532 1 5,161
Automobiles, other motor vehicles......... 209 221. 251 237 226 236 231 235 i66| 179 217 216 2041 1,845 | 1,485
Automotive equipment » tires, tubes........ 434 392 433 459 483 486 483 57 495 459 495 458 4191 3,687 | 3,675

Electrical gaods s totaleiiiiiiiiii i, 699 674 755 705 Thd 7% 738 7% 776 760 800 822 820] 5,864 | 5 428
Eleotrical supplies y BPPATAUS. veneenns.. 290 285 317 319 346 337 327 351 340 311 342 343 335} 2,572/ 2,370
Electrical appliances 5 TV, radioc sets, .

¢lectronic parts, eqUIPmANt. e ieernan,ean. 409 389 438 386 398 436 411 424 436 449 458 479 4861 3,292 3,058

Furniture, home furnishings, total......... . 234 230 256 252 247 242 227 281 273 250 285 272 2481 1,968 | 1 ,875
Furniture-household, office.,.... conse 63 64 68 68 73 bl 67 87 80 69 7% gzt 544

70
Home furnishings, floor covering,..,.e... 178 166 188 183 174 163 160 194 193 180 206 201 178{ 1,399 | 1,331

Herdware, plumbing, heating, equipment,
supplies, total,
Hardware

Plumbing and

.o sen

459 454 507 542 606 591 569 620 598 567 600 549 467] 4,348 | 4,117
serstteenssanenrarans i1 186 208 212 225 21 200 226 217 215 234 212 1831 1,650 | 1,571
ating ‘equirment, supplies.. 233 222 245 266 302 294 295 323 312 290 308 285 236{ 2,180 | 2,058

Lumber, construction materials, totel....... 458 4401 525 562 622 608 613 662 640 585 622 571 452| 4,486 | 4,331
Lumber, mi)IWOTK...vsueueensy., 316 300 355 369 410 405 394 423 406 380 404 372 302] 2,969 | 2,890
Construction materials 143 140 170 193 212 203 218 238 233 205 218 199 1491 1,517 | 1,441

Machinery, equipment, supplies, total....,.. 1,250 1 1,182 1,354 | 1,412{ 1,469 1,453) 1,364 | 1,414 | 1,310]1,252 1,286 | 1,249 | 1,225[10,900 | 9,392
Commercial, industrial, machinery
equipment, SupplieS....osisyoeeenssnns,,. 911 854 9671 1,009{ 1,053 | 1,041] om 1,004 930] ess 901 897 830] 7,814 | 6,489
Construction rachinery, equipment....... 151 154 180 234 249 260 227 237 192 191 175 170 1551 1,691 | 1,348
Industrial machinery, equipment,

028 st tieinsieennninnnenns . 669 617, 695 674 695 679 647 671 632 594 624 630 627] 5,346 | 4,384
Professional equipment > 8upplles....,.,... 141 131 144 138 143 147 147 160 152 153 147 142 137| 1,249 | 1,056
Service-eatablishment equipment, supplies. 106 99 115 16 120 122 112 114 14 109 121 115 105 905 836

Metals, metalwork (except sorap), totel..... 508 468 572 533 553 518 470 500 527 502 531 519 4931 4,121 | 3,806
Iron, steel, and products,... 358 331 407 384 388 358 336 365 364 342 364 354 3301 2,928 | 2,648
Nonferrous metals.....,....... reesas 148 37| 165 149 165 160 133 136 163 160 167 164 1641 1,193 | 1,158

Serap, weste materials » total.. 286 277 289 280: 272 241 222 254 305 289 328 296 2571 2,120 | 2,276
Iron, steel scrap, 170 165 162 152 146 126 114 127 188 180 208 182 1551 1,161 | 1,382
Wagte mterials........................... 116 112 127 128 126 115 108 127 117 109 120 114 102 959 895

NONDURAELE GOODS, TOTAL....sous.. ... ... 6,840 | 6,355 7,064 | 6,728 7,314 | 7,043] 6,878 7,475 1 7,263) 6,838 | 7,446 | 7,503 | 7,205 |55, 687 53,566

TOTAL (excluding farm Pproducts, raw .
BAteriala).cuiieiiiriaeiinan.. | 5,837 3,438) 6,130 | 5,884| 6,356 | 6,160] 5,972 | 6,52 6,209 1 5,907 | 6,194 | 6,286 | 6,100 48,286 | 46,262

Grocerdes and related products, total....... 2,495 | 2,256| 2,542 2,410| 2,666 | 2,547] 2,57 2,89 | 2,49312,356 | 2,432 | 2,485 | 2,422]20,130 18,988
Qeneral-line groceries........... I 876 816 884 834 882 883 945 865 838 864 880 839; 7,008 | 6,535
759 662 756 704 782 731 %42 802 758 713 716 735 726) 5,939 | 5,790

Confectionery...,.... 68 | 66 80 P4 76 %% 70 75 % e 9 73 73 583 559
Meats, meat products.. 422 371 407 399 466 442 419 4% 404 389 419 417 399 3,400 | 2,946
Poultry, poultry produe 112 102 109 11 119 106 109 119 114 97 112 126 116 887 927
Fresh fruits, vegetables....uuuss.. 258 239 306 289 335 312 307 278 278 248 242 255 268 2,321 [ ‘2,233

Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages )

R . 529 535 631 606 701 678 657 700 676 635 661 748 811§ 5,038 | 4,782
[ T R . 203 200 235 250 299 305 310 322 309 267 247 241 241 (2,124 | 2,050
Wine, distilled spirits......... LYY M 327 334 396 356 402 373 347 378 367 368 414 507 570) 2,914 | 2,732

Drugs, chemicals, allted products, total.... 472 48| 474 4691 487 4781 450 493 4831 473 491 487 438| 3,741 | 3,503
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists*
sundy:

EE.;--.-.-..‘.-........--.-.-.

291 48| 274 269| 276 269) 266 292 282 283 292 300 272 2,184 | 2,15
Paints, varnishes............... 24 23 28 31 33 32 32 35 34 30 31 28 22] 238 228
Other chemicals, allied products........,. 158 147! 17 169 17 7] 152 166 1681 160 167 159 143] 1,318 { 1,211

Tobacco, tobacco Produots. . et iieina,., 346 330] 364 359 393 393] 382 402 382 365 368 368 380 2,968 | 2,798

Dry goods, apparel, total.....cviueven,.n. .e 550 545 625 587 592 592 582 727 638 583 655 649
Apparel and accessories » hoslery,

lingerie, footwear,..;. “ee
Dry goods, notionms....

533 4,801 | 4,414

217 227 262 243 242 228 270 363 291 262 287 293 2411 2,051 | 1,832
197 187 220 201 204 217 198 227 221 199 221 215 172] 1,651 | 1,593

Paper, paper producta » excluding wallpaper,
total...

o T ecectt st ttntiaanang, 374 340 372 371 37 368 342 393 376 365 385 388 3681 2,936 | 2,785
. . 305 278 311 309 315 310 291 326 312 300 318 39 295 2,446 | 2,326

104 103 125 122 139 133 135 152 151 154 167 168- 158| 1,014 946
” 74 81 73 72 73 78 86 83 81 84 82 82 618 604
7L 65 67 63 65 61 54 63 64 65 71 68 68 509 504

162 168 217 217 194 162 127 142 147 141 142 132 1361 1,389 | 1,441

1 Final estimate.
2 Preliminary e:timate. See page 12, Estimating Procedures.

Note: Merchant wholesalers total and group totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. Detail may not add to totals due 1o rounding.




SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS

1960, 1961, AND 1962

1957-59 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100
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Table 2. ESTIMATED MONTHLY INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962

(Millions of dollars)

1962 ’ 1961
Kind of business

Jan. | Feb. | Mex. | Apr. May | June @ July' | Aug.? | mug. | Sept. | oOct. | MNov. Dec.

MERCHANT WHOLESATERS, “TOTAL (excluding farm ’ _
Products, raw materiels)................. see- 12,870 12,904 113,129 |33,158 [13,253 {13,365 {13,341 |13,275 13,013 13,028 |13,0m {13,008 f12,780

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.«sueevurerunersssinnernnrnns 7,775 | 7,853 | 8,051 | 8,080 | 8,157 8,195 | 8,177 | 8,123| 7,904 | 7,892 7,823 | 7,818 | 7,731

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total..........| 1,160 1,169 | 1,193 | 1,179 {1,199 1,237 | 1,224 | 1,218} 1,168 1,174 | 1,154 | 1,140 | 1,132
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes............. cees 911 921 926 916 935 961 956 930 920 932 S09 893 891

Flectrical £o0ds, 40tal.curereinemnersrrnnaveeeseannn| 1,157 | 1,187 1,204 | 1,218 | 1,244 | 1,254 | 1,208 | 1,223 | 1,189 | 1,194 1,200 | 1,186 | 1,135
482 446

Electrical supplies, apParatif.....eseese....on.n.. 458 458 471 467 471 467 470 463 459 478 475
Electrical appliances, IV, radio sets, electronic E
parts, equipment......... cereannaans erensenatianan 700 730 733 752 74 787 758 760 721 715 726 1 704 689

Hardware, plunbing, heating equip., supplies, total..| 1,023 | 1,046 1,067 111,065 | 1,082 | 1,004 | 1,002 | 1,075 | 1,068 | 1,078 | 3,057 | 1,087 1,000
HOTdWETC. s et vte st vene e esenncnennnncsnnnnnsnnnn 434 445 450 444 449 450 446 436 438 440 430 420
Plumbing end heating equipment, supplieB..ceiunnee. 503 515 527 528 541 548 552 550 533 543 533 524 501

Machinery, equipment, supplies, total..........
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplie:

2,185 | 2,158 | 2,255 | 2,257 | 2,300 | 2,290 | 2,310 | 2,296 2,173 | 2,160 | 2,18 | 2,200 | 2,201
[P .| 905 903 964 958 976 97L 983 980 903 897 897 926 912

Metels, metalwork (except 8erap), t0t8&Llsersuriannn., 927 956 963 990 978 946 935 905 875 873 851 876 910
Iron, steel, and PrOQUCTB. e e veeniniinriarseannnanns 769 794 804 820 813 785 i 44 726 727 706 722 755

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm ’
products, xaw materials)......iiiueseennnsnnn... | 5,095 | 5,050 | 5,078 5,078 | 5,096 | 5,170 | 5,164 | 5,152 | 5,109 | 5,13 | 5,248 | 5,280 | 5,050

Groceries and related products, totale..ses.us.s...| 1,405 1,409 11,410 { 1,371 11,390 | 1,368 | 1,328 | 1,331 | 1,336 1,341 {1,392 | 1,417 | 1,407
General-line grocerieS............... Ceecenrunrnans 691 700 77 €92 691 680 678 692 647 662 709 77 694

Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages, total..... 674 653 668 696 699 716 706 682 705 733 780 783 650
Wine, distilled spirits........ . 551 530 529 551 547 555 551 539 550 583 631 641 528

Drugs, chemicals, allied products s totalieaiiinina,,, 603 605 608 621 614 622 610 615 617 607 623 610 595
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists! sundries..... 412 ‘408 410 416 412 410 414 415 420 418 428 420 404

Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total.... 366 367 376 398 391 389 388 392 390 37% 370 380 383
Pnper.............................................. 299 303 311 324 319 328 323 325 305 296 297 305 312

Bee footnotes below table 3.

Table 3. STOCK-SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT VHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962

(Percent)

1962 1961
Kind of businesa

Jan. | Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | June July' | aug.? | Aug. W Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | Dec.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS » TOTAL (excluding farm
Products, MW materinle)...euu,ien,e.s.... srees 123 131 118 120 114 118 122 112 114 120 114 15 118

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..,..

S L LT TR OO 169 178 160 160 154 157 165 152 153 160 148 155 165

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, total.......... 181 190 174 169 169 17 171 162 177 184 162 169 182
Avtomotive equipment > tired, tubeSu...iverier.a,... 210 235 213 200 194 198 198 180 186 203 184 195 213

Electrical goods, total................ Cremsrenenn e 166 176 159 173 167 162 166 158 153 157 150 144 138

Electrical supplies, apparatus............ wesancenn 158 161 149 146 136 138 144 132 135 154 135 14 133
Electricel appliances, TV, » radio gets, electronic

parta, equipment.................................. 17 187 167 195 194 180 184 179 165 159 159 147 142

Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies ; total.. 223 231 210 197 179 185 192 173 17 190 176 189 214

HATAWAT . v 0o veenrsnnnnnonnnsnssnnnon, trecscesesns 240 239 216 210 200 213 223 193 202 205 184 198 226
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies... PR 216 232 215 199 179 186 187 170 pival 187 173 184 212

Machinery, equipment, supplies » totaleoiiiieni.,,. . 175 182 167 160 157 158 170 161 166 173 169 176 180
Industrial machirery, equipment > BUPPlies...ueues.. 135 146 139 142 141 143 152 146 143 151 144 147 145

Metals, metalwork (except BETED) , t0t8lecuisnasrnn,,. 183 204 168 186 177 182 199 181 166 hir2 160 169 185
Iron, steel, and PrOGUCES . 4t v enettienrseeannnreaens, 214 240 198 213 209 219 231 204 199 213 194 204 229

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm

products, rew materials)............ teieriieaes 87 93 83 86 80 84 86 79 82 87 85 B4 83
Groceries and related products, tot8l...veveoee... ... 56 62 55 57 52 54 52 49 54 57 57 57 58
General-line groceries........... PR tesserenene ) 86 81 83 78 77 77 73 75 7 82 81 83
Beer, wine, diatilled alcoholic beverages, total. 127 122 106 115 100 106 108 97 104 115 118 105 80
Wine, distilled spirits..... teveeasetrtentonntans 168 159 134 155 136 149 159 142 150 159 152 126 93

Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total.......,..,.. 128 145 128 132 126 130 136 125 128 128 127 125 136
Drugs, drug proprietaries » druggiste! sundries,,.,., 142 165 150 155 149 152 156 2 149 148 147 140 149

Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total..., 98 108 101 107 103 106 113 100 164 102 | 96 98 104
Paper........ Sreteisesiesass s S e e e e s iaan, 98 | 109 100 105 101" 106 112 100 98 99 93 96 106

1
Final estimate.
2 Preliminary estimate. See page 12, Estimating Procedures.

Note: Merchent wholesalers total and group totals include data for some kinda of businese not shown separately. Detail may not add to totals due to Tounding.



SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1960, 1961, AND 1962

1957-59 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100
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DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS




UNITED STATES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
SALES OF MERCHANT WHOL ESALERS
EIGHT MONTHS 1962 COMPARED WITH EIGHT MONTHS 1961

(Percentage change)

-

B e
-

~
£

WEST SOUTH CENTRAL

TR ;
TERag ¢
}

STOCK-SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT

ALL TRADES, TOTAL™
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL
MOTOR VEHICLES, EQUIPMENT

ELECTRICAL GOODS
HARDWARE, PLUMBING
MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT
METALS, METALWORK

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL“
—— e e, 1D1A

GROCERIES, RELATED
PRODBUCTS

BEER, WINE, SPIRITS
DRUGS, CHEMICAL'S

PAPER AND PRODUCTS

%
Excludes form products (raw materials).

AUGUST 1962 COMPARED WITH AUGUST 1961

(PERCENT)

Q 30 40 9% 120

WHOLESALERS IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

210

i

90 150
. 1961

180 210 240

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS




Table4.

PERCENTACE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS: AUGUST 1962

Tuventories,
Sales end~of -month
{at cost)
Kind of business Avg. 1962 from— 8 mos. Aug. 1962 from-—
5 1962
August July from ngust July
8 mos.
1961 1962 1961 1961 1962
MERGHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL..y.neeessnsssasoncssssosanasssssansssenssssssasts +3 +8 +6 (x) (x)
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw materials)..eecscescscacerrscnarerasrancrccss i 18 46 2 4]
DURABLE GOUDS, TOTAL.essvsnesennnssssnssssnssnnsssnsssnsrsnssstonsssananunssstsssns +3 T48 +8 +3 =1
Motor vehicles, awtcmotive equipment, t0bal.v.eeesesoncnessionrracrnmuasarasssnessnneie r+14 T45 +7 A o
Automobiles, other motor vehleles... 42 Te2 +24 +15 +8
Automotive equipment, tires, tubes.. fvesvsessnassvesessasbtssnnanrndsroneys +4 +7 0 +1 -3
Electrical goods, $0tals.eesevecsrsrassasssrosensnssadaseracnies 0 +5 +8 + 0
Electrical supplies, BPPATALUS s nevocnrosrsosssonssasecssocososaasves +3 +7 +9 +1 -1
Flectrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, equiPment.sascraasseeccrsoras -3 +3 +B +5 Y
Furniture, home furnishings, t0BaLl..e.eececsaseasessuncsoaseneasorrusrronsessosnnsananses +3 +24 +5 +2 +2
Furniture-household, office..... cresarane +8 +29 +5 -5 -2
Home furnishings, floor eoveringS.... eamesssensasenieas +1 +22 +5 +4 +3
Bardware, plumbing, heeting equipment, supplies, 40t8L cenassanecncecsarens e +9 +6 +1 -2
HOTAWATE » v+ s ncassssssssorssrossssscsasssannssnerns 4 #13 +5 ~1 -2
Flunbing end heating equipment, supplies....ceoecss . +4 +10 46 +3 -1
Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment, SUPPLIeS..c..ococsssercrrusavoncraoroerscns +1 =5 +6 -8 4
Lumber, comstruction materials, total.vase 4 +8 + +2 +2
Lumber, mIlIWOTKeseesesssvasarcnsces A +7 +3 0 +2
Construction materinlB.eceesesreseseescsosasesivsannesrncssroscoscanss +2 +9 +5 +6 +2
Machinery, equipment, SUDPLLES, HOAL.eeseerravssssssssssnnssnasserssstrnsnsotnasarness T 45 +16 +6. a
Commerciel, industrial machinery, equipment, supplies. . +8 +3 +20 4 -1
Commercial machines, equipment...cesecses -9 -2 +3 +2 ~3
Construction machinery, equipment....erecses +23 + +25 -5 0
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies.. +6 +4 +22 +# 0
Professional equipment, supplies...c.ceceese +5 +9 +9 14 0
Surgical, medical, hospitel supplieS..... . +14 +2 +13 +18 0
Service-esteblistment equipment, SUPPLLES.isssresessnsersvsnrarsriassscsosaneruanannne -1 +2 +8 +14 -1
Metals, metalwork (except serap), total.... § -5 +7 +8 +h =3
Iron, “steel, and productS......... 0 +8 +11 +2 4
NONEETTOUS MEtalS, cessasesrusosstsenssoseessnsnsnnsasnansessasoosorsess =17 +2 +3 +9 +3
Serap, waste materials, BOBAL s s ennsereseosssassssrasnsnassavsaveranstoarocsassessassanes =17 +15 7 =19 -2
Iron, steel BCTaP.cssresrsenss ~32 +12 =16 27 -2
Waste materiglS..evscersosns +9 +18 + -1 -2
TEWELTY eevacnsasesearnanssoasssnasananssessasssnass 12 +40 -3 (%) (x
NONDURABLE GOUDS, TOTAL. s ¢ueevessuncnssnsantsssssansanansosntuosntoncassnosssnssscse +3 +9 e X (x)
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw DABETABLE) feveernorseosnsonnossacssrnstsrsones +5, 49 h +1 o]
Groceries and related products, total.eccoccocs Ceseressasseetatsaesaecisnastse +8 +6 +6 0 0
CGeneral-line grocerieS.sceesscsconcsoree +9 +7 +7 +7 42
Voluntary groupSesse.- +7 +3 £ +9 +2
Retailer cooperatives. +9 +10 +9 +10 42
Nonaffiliated.cssssreeaes +11 +8 +8 i +2
Specialty-line grogeries.... +6 +8 +3 -8 -5
Confectloneryeccsessssss +L +8 +4 -3 -1
Meats, meat products.... +17 +13 +15 +1 +12
Poultry, poultry products...... . +5 +9 4 =22 0
Fresh frults, vegetablem.svcseecerircrsrssocsnsrnretncoanates 0 -10 +e ~12 0
Beer, wine, distilled alocholic beverages, t0tal.sescssscecscacacarascarsnsescanonnsnere + +7 +5 ~3 ~3
BEOTusvnareavssosnsase . + B # -8 -8
Wine, distilled SPATitB.cesssesercsosreenes +3 +9 +7 -2 -2
Drugs, chemicals, ellied products, totaleeseescirccsnnnes nerenssances +2 +10 +e 0 +3
Drugs, drug proprieteries, druggists® supplies.. +3 +10 +1 ~1 0
Qeneral-1ine GIrUZB..sseseoscrssascccsssressoones +2 +7 +2 0 +1
Paints, varnighes... PR . +4 +8 +h -6 [}
Other chemicals, allled products.. e RRER L LR =1 +10 +9 +3 +2
‘fobacco, tobaceo PTOAUBEE L s evrssansrassassasrannnaarntesaenensssscscsreuonsinrsaseses +5 +5 +6 +4 +2
Dry goods, apparel, total.ceiiseasscessersenconrsnresnsaonntacares vee +14 +25 +9 +2 +1
‘Apparel and accessories, hosiery, lingerle, footwear. 425 435 +12 ix) {x)
Dry goods, DOLLONSs.esnesssesnsrasrnsonsreassnsctss 43 +15 +4 X) (X)
Plece goods convertersa.s...e. DR P L +8 +20 411 (x) (x)
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total..cceeecs T T R T T +h +15 +5 0 +1
PADET ceeeeeennssnsrsesarsararsansasesossansanscoses 43 +12 +5 +5 +1
Stationery, OFfice SUDPLIEE..essesssrasarrnsarassstssaraarassessnses (x) (x) +2 (x) (x)
Farm produots, TaW DABETIELE.ceiesevenrssnrsesressssassaasansassrnnarsaraernsrasinsests -10 +5 +2 (x) (x)
Cotbon, seesancanses -32 +36 -10 (x) (x)
Grailieseecrsvenssesevansanssonananannces -5 -3 +6 (x) (x)
Other nondurable goods, tOtElessssecsasrocsecseroransoes 4 48 -3 +h -1
Amugement,, sporting goods.. PN . +1 +12 +7 -2 4
Books, magazines, DNeWSpAperS..... 4 +11 +2 -1 -3
Coalecsassans creven r—Z 1'+17 r+1 =12 +21
Farm supplies.. 4 +11 -4 -8 [¢]

T Bevised since Advance Release dated September 28, 1962.
X Withheld due to extreme variability of reported data or a high nonresponse rate.
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Table 5. PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENTORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION , FOR SELECTED KINDS QF BUSINESS
AUGUST 1962
Inventories,
end-of-month
Sales {at cost)
Kind of business and geogrephic division
, {see map, page 6) August 1962 from—- 8 ‘{ggzm August 1962 frome-
i from
August July August July
1961 1962 8 zontha 1961 1962
. 1961
MERCHANY VHOLESALERS, TOTAL sttt etie et rieseastnnrernernreenesnnsrsnsssnsens +3 48 +6 +2 0
l{evEnglnnd...... ............... +1 +12 +6 +4 -1
Middle Atlantiec.... +2 49 +5 +2 +1
East North Central. + +6 +7 +3 -1
West North Central... vens +1 +5 +4 0 -1
South Atlantic.....,. +12 +9 +12 +7 0
East South Central... «5 +9 +2 -7 -1
West South Central. -5 +6 +1 -2 0
Moun +5 +7 +4 +3 -1
+8 +12 +6 +4 -2
DURABLE .G00DS, TOTALu v vvmunvsnanssnseessnnnsnnnssseeennnnnnnnnsssseesemen. +3 48 +8 43 2
New Exgland........ . +14 +13 +16 +7 -2
Middle Atlantic........... -3 +6 +6 +3 1
Eest North Central......., +3 +10 +7 +3 -1
West North Central.., +5 +1 +2 (¢} ~1
South Atlantic..... +12 +13 +13 +4 -1
East South Central. +5 4 +7 -8 -1
Weat South Central. +1 +5 +9 [+] 0
+ +7 +4 +6 0
+4 +7 +11 +h -2
NONDURABLE -G00DS, TOTALY. e vunrnnnnrnnneennnnnnsnn.. ceeeerresiseens 43 49 4 41 o]
New England.......... -8 +12 -1 [¢] 0
Middie Atlantié.,. +4 +10 4 0 4]
Esst North Central. +5 +3 +7 +1 0
Weat North Cemtral. ~1 +8 +5 -1 ~1
South Atlantic..... +12 +7 +11 +11 +2
East South Central,., . =11 +12 =1 -1
Weat South Cemtral.,. . -9 +7 -5 -7 +1
Mowmtain.........,. +6 +8 +4 -4 ~1
PRelfic, i v e +11 +16 +2 +4 -3
Automotive equipment, tire, tube Wholesalerf.. . ueusinnn.,. craresans PR +4 +7. 0 +1 =3
HiddleAﬂantic.......................... . +6 +1 -2 -2 -5
Esst North Central.. . +12 +10 [¢] x) {X)
West North Central.. ces -7 +2 -6 (x) -2
South Atlantie.. . (x) +16 +7 x) -2
East South Central. . +6 +3 X) 0
Veat South Central.. . -2 +8 ~1 +11 -3
Momtain,,........ +2 +6 + x) x)
L L R -8 +h ~1 x) -2
Eleotriocal supplies, apparatus distribubom............................... ...... tenresee +3 +7 49 +1 o
New England......... Cerecine [63] +11 {X) +6 +1
+5 +1 +10 [¢] -1
=7 +15 +3 -9 -1
-5 -2 -2 +4 0
-(}2;) +14 +1 -8 -4
X, +3 +15 ) -3
West South Ceriral...... +10 +9 +16 (El -1
MYountain........,., ) +5 +2 (x) +2
Pacifio........ . -2 +5 +8 +10 -2
El.;otr%hucfl appliances, TV, radio sets » electronic parts distributors,....,.. eereenean. -3 +3 +8 +5 Q
ew L8NG, e sseienrnnnannnnas . rveve ven . . +1 +9 X,
Middle Ailantic.. .. . . . e (X+; +13 4(-12 @2
Eest North Central, «12 +7 -3 =13 +1
West North Central, (x) (x) 7 ) +1
Scuth Atlantie,.... (x) -2 +21 x) -2
Eagt South Central. (X) 0 +5 (X} ~1
West South Central. {x) x) +7 {X) +9
x) +24 x) ) +5
x) +2 x) +28 -6
Furnitire, home furnishings vholesalers,,. +3 +24 +5 +2 +2
!éidx:l:oﬁmc:tio.................. -1 +32 +1 {X) x)
as entral. +5 +29 +2 -1
South Atlantic,., x) +21 +5 «91% -1
East Sowth Central. (X) (x) +a (X) x)
¥est South Central... (x} +17 (x) (x) +H
Mountain............, x) x) +1 x) +6
PRI sttt e seemasenns Preanenas . +12 +17 +16 -8 +2
Hardware wholesslers..,...,....... wreideenaes D N +#13 +3 -1 =2
Miadle et ® % 2 ) ®
e - o+, .
Esst North Central. +A4 +10 +1 +2 g)
West North Central. -9 +20 -7 -5 -2
South Atlentiec..... +22 +19
Fast South Centrel.. e 0497 416 -5 (ﬁ (}3
West South Central. (x) +15 +16 ~14 5
! gmmtnin. savenense x) +8 x) x) 41
i BOLLC e T . -1 +11 +7 -2 -8
See footnotes at. end of table.
1




Teble 5. PERCGENTAGES CHANGES IN SALES AND INVENIORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELEGTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

AUGEST 1962
Inventories,
Sales end-of-month ~
(at cost)
Kind of tusiness and geograpble division — -
(see map, page ©) August 1962 from. 8 1{3221:5- August 1962 from
from
August July Auguet &
1961 1962 8 nonths 1961 1965
61
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies AIEtribUtOr8. coeseerarrecenasssnnsassoionscsnsnnas +h +10 +6 +3 -1
Rew +9 +16 <1 [63] =1
Middle Atlantic...... +12 +10 +9 (x) (x)
East North Central... +3 -+ 43 +14 [6]
Yest North Central..... {x) +10 -7 +6 -3
South Atlantic....... +13 +7 +15 +2 0
West South Central... 2!) +2 +9 {x) 0
PROIFLC s ssersonsesesnsassssosansscassnans X) +6 +8 (x) +1
Tumber, uonstmticn materials distributors 44 +8 44 42 +2
Hew [63] (x) +5 [63] +5
Mddle Atlantic.......... -1 +8 46 +8 o]
East North Centrel... +?2 +6 ~5 +13 +3
West North Central. +3 +11 -14 +4 ]
South Atlantie..... -3 +3 +2 41 +2
‘Eagt South Central. . (x) + (x) (x) -1
PEOLTE0 o s vsesnnsesonooasnnasssenstsosstssnassstsrassorsssorratsentassantetonacisecses +9 +9 415 <11 -2
Industriel machinery, equipment supplies digtribuborme..cicscesccecrocecssnecronuesens +6 % 422 +8 4]
Kew sesassanecnns ?x)' { +8 (x) 43
Middle ALlantic...cseees ) +5 +16 +7 42
Fast North Central.sessess +25 +4 +37 +e ~1
West North Central.. X) -10 +13 (x) 2
South Atlantic...... X) +9 +17 +5 -1
Eagt South Central.... X) +10 (x) (x) 4
Weat South Central.... -5 a +19 +17 -2
Mountaifieeseeeeoaesss (x) 49 {x) +3 0
Pacific.ccrnceersnes +15 -1 +23 % -2
General-line grocery wholesaleIB..c.sssecscssosersoscrcrsosscasssessnancrancss 19 +7 +7 +7 +2
New ENgLande.coeneesersiasssssnsanacasss (x) +3 -7 (x)
Madle Atlantic... % + -5 (x) (x)
East North Central.. +2 +2 +10 +5
West Noxth Gentral.. 13 +12 +7. (x) 42
South Atlentic...ccecevnse +23 +5 +15 +29 +5
East South Centrel.. -2 415 +5 (x) -4
Weat South Central... . +6 +6 +12 +5 +1
Mountein...eseveseoe - +4 +10 +6 +14 +8
(x) 411 +12 +16 +2
. +6 48 43 =8 =)
. (x) +14 -1 (x) +3
. +5 +7 +4 16 -6
B +5 +2 +2 <17 4
. (x) +5 +5 -11 4
. 21{) +11 +12 (x) +1
. X) +5 (%) (x) -8
. 0 +8 -3 (x) -1
. (x) +4 +10 (x) (x)
Pacifie....... teearessessessesasesensasarsstesentesaraisoteenenesaniestares x) +16 -6 -6 =11
. Q =10 4h =12 Q
. §x,) (x) =7 (x) (x)
. X) (x) 42 -20 0
. +2 -22 42 (x) -6
(x) -11 -9 21 2
1) 4 {x) -9 +5
X) +6 +4 (x) -2
X) -10 4 (x) 4
(x) 4 <12 (x) 0
Drug wholesalers (general and speclalty 11N8E) ersseencsssssscssvssenssssarssses 43 +10 +1 =1 Q
14 +2 -1 EX)
-5 410 -2 X) (x)
+16 +7 +10 410
+12 (x) +1 +4 +2
+8 ~1 +10 +3
+3 +10 411 -3 A
(x) +13 0 -3 +4
Mowmbain, (x) +15 ~1 (x) (x)
PacifiCeessseccsservacnsce +14 +8 +7 -2 -2
Tobaceo distributors....... +5 +5 46 b +2
Englend?. -1 44 +7 (x) (x)
+8 +5 +6 (x) (x)
+7 +7 +2 +13 +2
VWest North Central.ceeecescess +6 +7 +13 +2 +h
South Atlantic....seecnccees +1 +3 +3 +7 +1
East South Cemtral... (x) +2 4 (x) +5
-11 +2 [¢] -6 -1
Mowntein. . (x) (x) +23 (x) (x)
Pacific... +12 +9 413 (x) (%)
Dry goods, apparel wholesalers.. J g T T T T T PR TP R T PE LR +14 +25 +9 +3 +1
Mddle Atlantie................... . +18 +24 412 -2 ~1
Rast North Central. +14 431 +16 (x} +5
South Atlantie... +5 (x) +10 Ex) (x)
Fast South Central. (x) (x) X) -1
West South Central. (x) +30 (x) (x) +7
Paoifi0..eceossecsaasuosnessas () (xX) ~1 +12 +7

x Withheld due 1o extreme variability of reported data or a high nonresponse rate.

1 Inyentory trends for "Merchant Wholesalers, Total" and for "Nondurable Goods, Total,” for the United States and by geographic division, exclude “Farm

products (raw materials) merchants."
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE » ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE DATA

1. Scope of Survey

Wholeselers are defined in the Standard Industrial Classi-
fication Manual {ssued by the Bureau of the Budget, Executive
Office of the President, as "fsteblishments ar places of bugi-
ness primarily engaged in selling merchendise to retailers;
to industrial, commercial, institutional, or professional
usera; or to other wholesalers; or acting as agents in buying
merchandise for or selling merchandigse to such- pergons or
companies. The principal types of estgblishments included
are: (1) merchant wholesalera~-wholesalers who take title to
the goods théy sell gsuch as wholesale merchants or Jjobbers,
industrial distributors, voluntary group wholeselers, expori-
ers, importers, cash-and-carry wholesalers, drop shippers,
wagon distributors, retailer cooperative warehouses, terminal
elevators, and cocperative buylng associations; (2) sales
branches and sales offices (but not retail stores) maintained
by manufacturing o mining enterprises-apart fram their plants
or mines for the purpose of marketing +their products; (3)
agents, merchandise or commodity brokers, and commission
merchants; (4) petrolewm bulk stetions; and (5) assenblers,
buyers, and associetions engaged in the cooperative marketing
of farm products.

This survey is limited o merchant wholesglérs, which con~
stitute the major portion of +the broad field of wholesale
trade, and excludes the other types of wholesale trade such
as manufaecturers sales branches and pales offices, petroleum
bulk stations, agents end brokers and assemblers of farm
products. A1l kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers
operate are represented in this =murvey. A deseription of each
kind-of~-business clamsification shown in this report is in-
cluded on pages 14 through 16.

Firms which, in addition +to merchant wholesale establighe
ments, operate other types of establishments, (e.g., retail,
manufacturing, etc.) report in this survey only for +their
merchant wholesale establishments.

2. Sample Design

Firms reporting in the survey are part'of a probability
sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi-
ness. The revised ssmple introduced in February 1961 includes
over 17,000 firms drawn from two sources: (1) 1958 Census of
Business 1ists representing all wholesalers (with pald em-
ployees) in business in 1954 and (2) Bureau of 014 Age and
Survivors Inmsurance (BOASI) lists of wholesalers (with paid
employees] entering business (or requesting new Employer
Identification Mumbers) since 1958.  The gemple is supplemented
four times a year for mew firms on the BOAST lists. -

The reporting panel ineludes a fixed panel of about 1,000
very large flrms reporting monthly and four rotating panels
each containing sbout 4,000 smaller firms which report every
fourth month. In any given month, the total reporting panel
includes about 5,000 firms,

The gample of 5,000 firms in any one month is the maximum '

that can be canvassed within budgetary limitations. This eigze
sample provides the basis for reliable national estimates, and
88 a by-product, geographic division estimates for & number
of kinds of business. The mumber of firms selected for each
kind of business varies from 50 to 650 firms depending upon
the total number of firmsin the trade, and their distribution
by seles slze. In those kinds 'of business for which. percent-
age changes are shown by geographic division, the sample
chosen for the national estimates was inereased somewhat fo

provide wider representation by geographic division. For -

other trades, however, data are not shown separately for some
or all geographic divisions because it would have required a
congiderable increase in the sample size to provide reliable
results.

The revised sample is similay in design to the previous
sample which was selected from 1954 Census of Business lists
supplemented by BOASI records of business births. While the
number of firms reporting monthly in the new sample is slightly
smaller than the old sample, improved procedures in the hand-
ling of business births are expected to improve the reli-~
abllity of the estimates.

3. Previously Published Dats

Data developed from the new sample may not be comparable
with data previously published in this series, This is partly
due to changes in coverage between Cenguses. In this connec-
tion ready-mixed conerete distributors, which in 1954 reported
seleg of $998 million--27% of the construction materials dis-
tributors total -and 1% of total merchant wholesalers saleg—

‘sample.

were included in manufacturing in the 1958 Census. Hawail and
Alaska, included in the revised sample, were not inoluded in
the old sample. These States reported sales of $399 million
in 1958, about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales.

The differences between results of old and new samples are
also atiributeble, in pert, to sampling error in the monthly
estimates (see item 7), end, in part, to changes in the kind-
of-business clasglfication of individual firms-from one Census
year to another. There is also evidence that some business
births (1.e., those which were not assigned a kind-of-business
code immediately upon receipt by BOASI) were mlssedin the old
A study of the reasons for differences between the
results of the old sample and the 1958 Census is underway.

"This should throw considerable light on the reasons for dif-

ferences in the results from the old and new samples.

To provide comparative data for the new series » each month
during 1961, estimates for the comparable month of 1960 were
derived from the new sample.

During January 1961, date were obtained from both the old
and new samples. Jamuary 1961 estimates, from both the old

and newsample are included in Tables "6 and_7 &s an approximate
measure of the difference in level between +the two meriles.
However, the difference shown during tliis one month are not

necessarily the differences that would oceur in all months.

4. Currently Published Data

Sales.--This report includes monthly dollar volume estimates
of sales by kind of business for the United States as a whole
(table 1}. Sales trends, based on the table 1 dollar volume
estimates, are provided in table 4 for the kinde of business
carried in table 1. For certain additional kinds of business B
trend figures are derived from dollar volume estimates which
are not published in table 1 because these dollar volume esti-
mates are subject to high sampling veriability or other causes
affeeting reliability of the estimates but where the measure-
ments of trend are considered +to have acceptable reliability.

Sales +tvends by geographic division are also shown for
selected kinds of business (table 5). These trend figures--
based on the weighted sales of identical firms prior to
July 196l--are now derived from dollar volume estimates.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipts from repairs
or other services +to customers, after deducting returns and
allowances, and discounts. Sales of merchandise for others
on a commiseion basis are also included. ILoecel and State
sales’ taxes, and Federal excise taxes are included.

Inventories.--This report includes monthly dollar wolume
estimates of inventories for selected kinds of business for
the United States. Inventory trends basedon table 2 estimates
are provided in table 4 for the kinds of busimess covered in
table 2. For certain additional kinds of business, trend fig-
ures are derived from dollar volume estimates which are not
published in table 2 because these dollar volume estimates are’
subject tohigh sampling variabllity or other causes affecting
reliabillity of the estimates, but where the mesgurements of
trend are considered to have acceptable reliability. Inventory
trendsby geographic divisionare also shown for selected kinds
of business (table 5). '

Farm products (raw materials) merchants carry substantial
inventories which are frequently subject o sharp fluctuations.
Their inventory data appear 4o be subject to & very large blas
due, in part, to the lack of adequate monthly records on the |
dollar value of inventories. For this reason, separate inven-
tory data are not published for thie trade. Also, bacause
inventory movements for this trade can dominate the total for
all merchant wholesalers and #ms conceal significant movemente
of other wholesalers, data for this trade are excluded from
the total.

Inventories represent stocks, at cost, of merchendise on
hand for sale at the end of the month. These do mot include
goods held on a consignment basis » nor do they include such
items as fixtures, equipment and supplies not held for sale.

Stock-sales ratios.——These are presented in table 3 for
selected Ikinds of business. The stock-sales ratios are per-
centages derived by dividing the dollar volume of inventories,
at cost, by the dollar volume of sales. No adjustment is made
in these ratios for the mark-up in sales which varies from
trade to trade.

5. Unpublished Data
Selected additional data, such as dollar-volume sales and
inventories for some kinds of business not separately shown



Teble 6. COMPARISON OF SALES ESTIMATES FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961

11

Sales

01d New
gample | semple

Kind of business

Kind of business

Sales

panple| | sample

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL..cseesssvesossisscosccnsoesuaconcce 9,817 10,295

TOrAL (excluding farm products, raw materials).oeee.eo ] 8,7991 9,357

DURABLE GOODS, TOTALsecacesesncosansessasvioncanoocsssens 3;773] 4,021

Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, tobalic.ceccvecrcersrsces 475 600
Autamotive equipment; tires, tubes.........

Electrical goods, total.cecsececsesercassecsrnaronrcasercsaerens 602 628 Confectionery..

Flectrical suppliés, apparatuS.c.eecrscerecesscrcnnsrossatons 284 263 Meats, meat products....
Poultry, poultry productBesscsceccsensccss

Electrical appliences, TV, radio setis, electronic parts,

cosenss 409 428 |1 - General-line groceries...ceeveccecer
Specialty-line groceries

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.svesvsnsrconersosossoccsssnnecs

TOTAL {excluding farm products, Taw materials)....

6,00 |6, 274

CQUIDTIENE s s e nessasnasanasanessrsnaarsasanssenrsmnrsanseses 318 365 Fresh fruits, vegetables...... 228 238
Furniture, home furnishings, total. ceeseesnservenansens 169 203
Furniture-household, office..ccoeacies . ceencersannre 56 60 {|Beer, wine, distilied alcoholie beverages, total..c.cciveacens 469 469
Home furnishings, floor coveringB.i.scesccoscessorasscsse 13 143 BEET vessrensnsrsnsssersannsonsassnssannsssss . 183 1%
Harduare, pluibing, heating equipment, supplies, totell 4ok 4o || Wime, Gimtilled EPITItE..csiiiesneressrserennnaseanne s 286 | 24
WETEasesnsooncocananosssesaserasssonsnsacsossose 156 166
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies. . 203 212
Lamb + 1 . N Druge, chemicals, allied products, BOBal.sesseceeniensavnnaees 383 440
Lﬁ,er‘:o:gﬁ:a;kcx:ﬁt?x:ia.ls't fo‘bal . ;gg égg Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' AMATIE8 e assesonsncse %5 276
COBELEACLOn TALETLIALE s varvesvessansrrrossnssssesssnasnenes | 2199] 133 Paints, VEXDighem.es:osscseeseeosarararensarnnnsns e e 2@ 2
. Other chemicals, allied producis veesesseevnnnvoe 139 143
Machinery, equipment, supplies, {0tal..ceesceeccrccrosccrocones 991 | 1,020]|Tobaceo, tobacco Products.cesseerssrseserssraunrotsronasnsaies 304 317
Congtruction machinery, equipment...... NA 138
Tndustrial machinery, eguipment supplies. 4477 2481
Professional equipment, supplies....... 109 120 ||Dry goods, apparel, totalecsssvercearesoccssvasnonen:s 459 487
Service-egtablishment equipment, supplies..... erases 3139 96| Apparel and sccesgories, hogiery, lingerie, footwear 155 | %189
Dry goods, NOLLONS.sessesscenaansasnsssrsnsesososasssnseres 4193 ] 184
Metals, metalwork (except sorap), $0%@leccssssvrasvesorrececece 382 418
Iron, steel, and productSecessccssers o] 272 295 5
Nonferrous metalBeecescocess seseesstssassnesascansenas 10 123 Palp;:;;rpapar,products, excluding vallpeper, total....ceserre.e 3;'(;']’_ 3723
Serep, weste materials, 10t8l.ecessrasersrenes 232] 237 i
Iron, steel screDesecevessss 120 127 10081 eevsvrrsnereresnncanriocnersaaransanoninrrrsariraronsene ki 72
Wagte materialE..eecersssosascrovsarastoonerronsonerresiseny 12 110 |{Ferm SUDPLiCS.creveneeovormsaencocssrronsoanzzesnsrunnnenissy 133 147
See fooimotes below.
Table 7. CCMPARISON OF INVENTORY ESTIMATES AND STOCK-SALES RATIOS FROM NEW AND OLD SAMPLES: JANUARY 1961
Inyentories Stock-gsales ratios
Kind of buginess o1d New o1d Hew
sample gample gample gample
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (exeluding farm products, raw materiala) . ceeseescsesrscenroncosvros 11,811 12,558 134 134
Selected Kinds of Business
Motor vehicles, autcmotive equipment, OB Lavaeranesosorassnossacssvacvassssontaarsscssoraants 1,019 1,185 215 198
Automotive equipment, tires, BUDEE o everecnnonossnasasasaasrarsaressesansinosasyossosscsonaes 898 896 220 209
Electrical goods, t0tal.cescscscorscrsconnsossasnscere 1,048 1,138 174 183
Flectrical gupplies, APPATAtUS.essescosecsescrnsanvocer 463 444 163 169
Flectrical appliances, TV, radio seis, glectronie parts 585 694 184 190
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment, supplies, BOBAIE ceeeersecesnorensosannevnnnassaaserssens 936 1,028 232 240
HATAWATC .+ cesscnsssssssrssnssorsroosorasnes enesrsene P 402 423 258 255
Plurbing and heating equipment, supplies... O L AR R R 445 503 29 237
Machinery, equipment, supplies, t018Lesssenscuresocsscciossesores 2,044 25031 206 199
Todustrial machinery, equipHent SUPPlies..cscescssscsacrsaresrossursrenintsene 829 812 185 3169
Metals, metalwork {except serap), total.. eevesbasesasesvsesreanansaanraeseasensensboven e 778 871 204 208
Iron, steel and products distributor8eccscncs 646 741 238 251
Grocerles and related products, 40t8Leerasnransvracnsaansosse 1,315 1,3% 60 62
QGeneral~line groce'ries.......................,........................... 703 635 84 80
Beer, wine, distilled alecholic beverages, T0talicssssscssssnsaconesnossorasnannsrorssrevioness 635 640 135 1%
Wine, distilled spi:its...................................................................... 525 510 184 186
Drugs, chemlcals, allied products, L0177 PO R T TR TR PR L 534 587 139 133
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists' sundries....esesecsenees eersssarenssnn 384 400 157 145
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpeper, 4OBALe e ssannabnvassraseersrots s 5326 369 594 114
ap6r.'........................................-............................................... 269 295 89 109

1 npiy conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment supplies,” was included in v"Maghinery equipment supplieg" group in the old gample, but now iz included
in "Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment supplies™ group. Dollar volume estimates are not publighed separately for this trade, but are ingluded in the old and

ney semple data for the latter group.

2 Ready mixed concrete digtributors, which in 1954 repregented 27 percent of the construction material total and about 1 percent of. total merchent wholesale
sales~-are excluded from the revised semplée because they were classified in mapufacturing in the 1958 Census.
3 fyelding supplies," included in nService establishment equipment gupplies" in the 0ld sample is now included dn *Industriel machinery,

4 wHoglery and lingerie" ineluded in "Dry goods, noticng" in the old semple, is now imeluded in

nppparel end accesgories oM

equipment "

5 wygllpaper” included in "Stetlonery, office supplies" end the "Paper, paper products group" in the old sample, ig mow included In "Other nondurable goods"

oup.
Note: Totals include data from some ¥inds of business not ghown separately. Detail may not add

to totals due to rounding, Alagke and Hawaii which repre-
gented about 0.3% of the total merchant wholesale sales in 1958, are _included in the new sample but were not ineluded in the old pample.
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, ESTIMATING PROCEDURES, AND RELIABILITY OF THE. DATA-~Continued

in this report, are produced as a by-product of the regularly
published statistics. These additional data have not been
included in this publication basically because their sampling
variability is so high relative to the changes from month~to-
month, or between other periods, that might  be anticipated
actually +to oceur, as to make +them potentielly misleading.
The Bureau of the Census onrequest, will release such figures
for individual use, though not for publication.

It should be noted +that in some cases Tigures for an indi-
vidual kind of business gan be derived from the Monthly Whole-
sele Trade Report Iitself by subtracting figures for certain
published kinds of business from their respective kind-of-
buginess group totals. However, in these cases, the figures
obtained by such subtraction would be Bubject to the high sam-
pling variability described above for unpublished kinds of
business and their use would be subject to the same hazards.

6. Estimating Procedure

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight
vhich reflects its probability of selection in the sample.
Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight
of one (1). Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depend-
ing upon size, with smaller firms having a lower probability
of selection and thus a larger welght.

For most firms reporting, date sre available for.each of
three months (current, previous, and year ago). New firms
reporting provide data for at least +two months (current and
previous). Sales and inventory figures reported for each fifm
are miltiplied by its weight (the reciprocal of its probebility
of selection) and the results summarized to obtain the dollar
volume estimates, rercentage chahges and stock-sales ratios
shown in this report.

The preliminary "eompogite" estimate isa weighted average of
two estimates; (a) the current month unblased estimate (weight
.3) and (b) a ratio estimate (weight .7) obtained by multi-
plying the above previous month composite estimate by the
ourrent to previous month ratio obtained from +the eurrent
month reports.

The final "composite" estimate (available s month later) is
8 welghted average. of two estimates: (a) the preliminary
"composite" estimate (weight .72) and (b) the unblased esti.
mate (weight .28) for the Bame month s obtained from the next
month's reporting panel. The "eomposite" estimates provide a
measure of the dollar volume of sales and inventories consid-
erably more relisble than the unbiased estimates end the final

"composite" estimate is also generally more reliable than the .

preliminary "composite® estimate.

7. Rellability of the Date

Estimates based on a sample are gubject to sampling varia-
bility end thus are not expected to be in exact agreement with
a complete census taken with the same enumeration procedures.
For all trades combined, the sampling variabilityof the dollar
level of the "composite" sales estimates for any individual
month, was about 0.8 percent at the one 8igma level. That is
to say, the chances are about two out of three that the esti-
mated sales shown would be within 0.8 percent of the resulis
of a complete enumeration. The medien sampling error of the
inventory estimates for all trades combined (excluding farm
products) was 0.7 percent.

Sampling errors have been computed by kind of business for
the monthly estimates of sales and Inventorles and for the
ratiosof current month +0 previous month sales and inventories
for 13 montha,from May 1961 through May 1962. Sampling errors
of the ratios of current month +o year-ago sales and inven-
tories have been computed for 5 months, from Februmry through
June 1962, Table & presents the range of the sampling errors
and’ their mediang; however,the sampling errors for individual
monthe are available upon request. The sampling errors shown
for the monthly dollar estimates are based on the final
"composite" estimetes, while the sampling errors of the month~
to-month ratios are based onthe pre "eomposite” esti-
mates of the current month and the final "composite" estimate
of the previous month end the year-ago month. The sampling
error of the preliminery "“composite” estimates are not

shown, but would generally be slightly higher than those shown
for the final ‘"composite" estimate. The sampling error of
month-to-month ratios based on the final estimates would be
somewhat higher than that shown in table 8.

Safpling errors of the sales and inventory trends by geo-

" graphic division are also being computed but have not yet

been evaluated.

Sampling errors are themselves subject to sampling varia-
bility and thus should be regarded as giving a general rather
than exact idea of the variability due to sampling. They may
algo vary as a result of seasanal or cyelical fluctuations.
Differences may also exist tothe extent that the variances of
the new sample differ from the variances of the old sample.

These measures of sampling variability do not include biases
that mey arise from nongampling errors, such as the failure
of respondents to submit correct figures or to submit reports
in time for tabulation. In preparing the dollar volume egti-
mates, an estimate is included for thoge firms that fail to
respand. To the extent that the estimates for these firms may
differ from the actual figures, nonresponse = affects " the re-
liability of the dollar volume estimate. As & result, dollar
volume estimates are not published separately in some trades
where the nonresponse rate was congidered oo high to provide
reliable level estimates. At the mnational level, approxi-
mately 10 percent of the total sales and 30 percent of total
inventories are imputed for nonresponse. In gome geographic
divigicng, the nonresponge may be higher. Biases may also
arige due to the use of egtimstes by respondents. This prob~
ably occurs more often in the case of inventories than for
sales, reflecting the fact that inventory records arendt kept
by all businesses on a monthly basils to the same extent as
for sales,

For kinds of business where estimates appear to be subjlect
1o high sampling variability, or to congiderable bias, dollar
volume figures are not published, However, -ag the effect of
such variability or bias is less serious for short range com-
parisons than for long range ones, trend figures based on the
unpublished dollar volume estimates are provided where such
trend figures are within ‘aceeptable standards of reliability.

8. Use of Sempling Errors

The use of sampling errors shown in table 8 is iliustrated
by the following computation: Multiply the medien sampling
error by the estimate (whether it is a dollar Yolume estimate
or a ratio). Add and subtract the resulting product from the
published estimate. The resulting range of the estimate is
expected to include the "expected value" (that is, the value
vhich could be obtained from e complete enumeration) about
two out of three times. Doubling the median sampling error
and repeating the above process will give a range which will
include the "expected value" about 19 out of 20 times.

To illustrate the computation of these ranges for monthly
dollar yolume estimetes, consider the sales egtimate made for
all durable goods in May 1962. The published estimate i
$5,29 million while the median sampling error shown in this
report is 1.0 percent (or .01). Multiplying $5,294 million
by .0Ll: we obtain $53 million. Thus, the chances are two out °
of three that the "expected value" of the estimate 1is between
$5,241 and $5,347 million. Doubling the glven median sampling
error glves us the limlts $5,182 to $5,400 million, which
will contain the “expected value! 19 out of 20 times,

As an example of the useof these median sampling error data
with ratios, consider the ratio of change from April 1962 to
May 1962 for alldurable goods. This ratio of change, obtained
by dlviding $5,294 million by $5,049 million, is 1.049 (it
can 2lso be expressed as a 5% inorease). The median sampling
error of this ratio is 0.6 percent (.006). Multiplying 1.049
by .006 we obtaln .006 as the standard error of the ratio.
There ia a probability of two out of three that the expected
ratio” is contained in the range 1.043 to 1.055 (that is,that
the April to May chenge was between a 4% and 6% increase),
while there ig g probebility of 19 out of 20 that the Yexpec—
ted ratlio" is contained in the range 1.037 o 1.061.




Teble 8. SAMPLING VARTABILITY~ESTIMATES OF SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, BY KIND OF HUSINESS

Sales , ) Inventories
Sampling error Sampling error Sempling error Sempling error
of the monthly | of the ratlo of of the monthly of the ratio of
Kind of business dollar estimates current month to— dollar estimates current month to-—
Previous month *  Year ago Previous month | Tear ago
Range | Medien Range Median
. Range Median | . Range Median | Range Median | Range Median
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL......veeennss | 07-0.9] 0.8 0.3-0.7] 0.6 }| 0.7-1.0] 0.9 - - - - - -
TOTAL (excluding farm products, rew . - ’
Materiele)eseeserssoiscsnsascssrensasvssecss | 0.60.9 0.7 0.3-0.7 0.5 0.7-1.0 0.8 0.6-0.9 0.7 0.1-0.8 0.2 0.6-1.0 0.9
DURABLE GOODS, lUTAL.,......................... 0.7-1.2{ 1.0 0_.5%0.9 . (l.é_ . 1;0-1.?_ 1.3 - - 0.2-0.5 0.3 0.8-1.3 1.0
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, totel........ 2-3 3 1-3 2 2-5 3 2-3 3 0.4-1..0 0.6 2-4 3
Automobiles, other motor vehlcles...csceeesrveans 3-5 4 2-5 4 69 7 - - 0.8-2.3 1.5 3-5 4
Automotive equipment, tires, tubeg.......ceianenn 24 2 1-3 2 24 3 3~4 3 0.3-1.2 0.7 3-5 4
Electrical goods, total.cececsveccesnase PPN 24 2 12 1 i1-5 2 2.3 2 04-1.2] 0.6 1-3 2
Electrical supplies, apparatus.... 2-3 2 1-2 1 3-8 3 2-3 3 0.3-0.9 0.6 2-3 3
Electrieal applisnces, TV, radio sets, .
electronic parbS.isciccscvovanaserontirncssncens 3-7 3 13 2 3-6 3 3mdy 3 0.5-1.2 0.8 2-3 3
Furniture, home furnishings, totel.....evecrcicenes 24 3 1-4 2 3-5 3 - - 0.6~2.1 0.8 3-5 4
Furniture-househeld, office.. 4~6 5 2-5 3 3 4 - - 0.8-1.5 1.1 3-5 4
Home furnishings, floor coveringS.....iesseesssss 3-5 4 1-5 2 3.6 5 - - 0,6-2.7 1.0 s 5
Hardvere, plumbing-heating equipment, supplies,
30bE essanssoenoresescoannrcsencansosrocturnas 2-3 2 1-2 1 2-3 3 2-3 2 0.2-0.6 0.4 2-2 2
HArdWOT@ e coveorenvasssssoasvassconsssnncssns 3udy 3 1-3 2 24 3 2-3 2 O4-L.4] 0.6 24 2
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies......... 34 3 1-3 2 3-5 3 34 4 0.3-1.0 0.5 3-4 3
Aty conditioning, refrigeration equipment, X
gupplies.........,.............................._ - - 2-8 4 811 9 - - 0.8-1.7 1.1 5.6 6
Lumber, construction materials, total..esecccecenes 2-3 3 1-3 2 24 3 - - 0.5-1.8 0.8 2-6 4
Tamber, mIIIWCTK.soosrene . 3.5 4 14 2 34 4 - - 0.7-2.6 1.2 4-8 4
Construction materials...eeeosanses . 3-5 4 2de 3 5-6 5 - - 0.7-2.3 0.9 46 5
Maghinery, equipment, supplies, total...c.ciesceces 24 2 1.2 2 34 4 1-3 2 0.3-1.1] 0.6 2-3 2
Commersial, industriel machinery, equipment,
SUPPLIeB, e sasvesancnsarnissiansacscnsacsaranens 1=4 3 2-4 3 bt 4 - - 0.5-1.2 0.8 3-3 3
. Commereiel machines, equipment... - - 3-7 b 8-9 8 - - 0.6-2.1 1.0 5-6 6
Construction machinery, equipment......eceseees 48 6 2-6 5 6-8 6 - - 0.4-1.9 0.9 Ddy 3
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies. 3-5 3 24 3 5.7 6 3-5 4% 0.6-2.0 0.9 45 5
Professional equipment, suppliesS....c....crceeeee 3-5 4 2-3 2 4=5 5 - - 0.4+1.1 0.6 3-5 3
Surgical, medical, hospital supplies.. .. - - 2-5 3 5.7 6 - - 0.3-2.3 0.8 3-6 5
Serviece ‘establishment equipment, supplieB........ 4=6 5 2% 3 ] 45 4 - - 0.5-3.3 1.3 5-6 5
Metels, metalwork (except serap), totel........coee 34 3 14 2 3-6 4 25 4 0.4-1.5] 0.5 34 3
Iron, steel and ProdustBesceseeecssess 45 4 2-5 3 42 6 25 4 04-1.87 0.6 34 3
HOnFerrous MetalB.cosvesessseascrscscnssssosesans 24 3 24 2 4=5 4 - - 0.5-1.5 .8 24 3
Scrap, waste materdals, total.....c.ceeaceccase 3-5 4 2-5 2 3.5 4 - - 0.6-1.8 1.1 b 5
Iron, steel BOTED.cacvvsrse 47 5 2-6 3 48 7 - - 0.9-2.9 1.9 7-9 8
Waste materials........ 5-8 6 2-5 3 4=5 5 - - 0.8-3.6 1.3 ) 5
E ST R - - 2-5 4 7-8 7 - « | 0619 1.0 3.5 4
NONDURAELE -GOODS, TOTAL. «vvrveessnnsnancsonasss | 097141 1.1 0.341.0| 0.7 | 0.7-1.2] 1.0 - - - - - -
TOTAL (excluding farm produets, raw .
DAHOTIELE) o s osnsosnvosssassvnsnensennnnees | 0,812l 0.9 10.4-0.8} 0.5} 0.8-1.11 3.0 - - ]o20.5] 03 {09471 1.2
: Groceries and related products, totel.seesseccsccss 2-2 2 1-2 1 1-2 2 24 3 04~1.5] 0.6 2-3 2
: General~line grocerieB.ccciessccsccensssscscssnse 2-3 3 1-1 1 1-2 2 2-3 2 O4-1.21 0.6 2=3 2
! Voluntary groups... - - 12 ER 2-3 3 - - O.4=1.7 0.7 3-5 4
Retailer-cooperatives. - - 1-2 1 2-3 2 - - 0.5<1.9 1.0 24 3
Nomaffiliated....oeses coresaus - - 1~2 2 3-3 2 - - 0.8-2.2 1.2 3-5 3
Specialty-line groceries.. PO 24 3 13 1 3-4 3 - - 0.6-2.2{ 1.1 3-5 4
Confectioneryessccsescsses . 4= 4 1-3 1 6-10 8 - - 0.6-2.7] 1.3 5.7 7
Meat, meat productB.sececcesace 5-10 6 Judh 2 34 4 - - 1.8+7.9 3.1 3-10 7
| Poultry, poultry products. 46 5 i-6 2 56 6 - - 1.7-4.9 2.8 911 1
! Fresh frudt, vegetables,seceesnass sasrecasssarans 48 5 2-6 3 59 6 - - 1.0-4.6 2.2 8-10 9
Beer, wine, digtilled alecholic beverages, total... 3-4 3 1-2 1 24 3 5.7 6 0.7-1.8 1.2 3-6 4
BEOTvenavsnsesnaseasrannssasssanadosesn e 2-5 4 12 1 2~ 3 - - 14-2.6 2-0 4=5 5
Wine, distilled BPIritE.sesvececssvsssccsacecares 46 5 1-2 2 3-5 4 7-8 7 0.9-2.3 1.3 ) 5
Drugs, chemlcals, allled produets, totaleiciaerones 2-3 3 1-2 1 24 2 2-3 2 0.4-1.0 0.5 1-3 2
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggists’ sundries... 3% 3 1-3 1 23 2 2-3 2 0.3-0.9 0.5 2-2 2
General=1ine dIUgB.eccrsssersossessrassessvscen - - 1i-1 1 1-2 1 - - 0.1-0.8 0.3 13 1
; Paimts, ¥ATniSheS..eeosererscorss 37 4 1-3 2 3% 5 - - 0.5-1.9 | 0.7 34 3
| Other chemicals, allied products...eeecessccrsccs 3-6 5 1-3 2 L= 5 - - 0.5-3.8 1.2 613 8
; Tobaeco, $0bACEO PTORUCEEerserssersamnesnsses e} 23 3 141 1 22 2 - - losea| o 34 3
Dry goods, apparel, total.ec.osceses 2-3 2 1-3 2 2-3 2 - - 0l ok | 0.8 3-3 3
Apperel and accessories, hosiery, lingerie, -
£ OOTHEBT s sevsracnrcnsonsnssacaanssssnssencnrssccss 3-6 4 2-5 4 57 6 - - 0.9-2.2 1.3 5.7 5
Dry goods, notioms.. 3-5 4 24 3 3-6 5 - - 0.5-1.9.] 1.1 3-5 4
Piece goods CONVEIterBesressesevarsracroussanorne - - 1-3 2 3~5 4 - - 0.3-1.3 0.7 - -
Paper, paper products (excluding wallpaper), total. 24 3 1-3 2 4-5 4 3-5 4 0.4-2.8] 0.7 3l 3
Paper..cesessss 2-3 3 1-2 2 3-5 4 34 4 0.4-1.4 | 0.8 34 3
Stationery, office supplies.. - - 3-15 6 - - - - - - - e
Farm products (rav materials), total...ccecvccscnss - - 2-5 3 3-5 4 - - - - - -
CobtONeeseessrarcosnsosssssssacsanes . - - 3-16 6 9-11 9 - - - - - -
Graine..... drsesseressenine . - - 2-5 3 3-5 4 - - - - -
Other nondurable goods, total... . . - - 1-3 2 3% 3 - - 0.4~L.6 1.0 34 3
Amsement, sporting goodB...ecsvesevsanse . 3-6 4 2-5 3 46 5 - - 0.8-2.2 1.2 4=5 4
Books, magazines, NEWEDEPEYS.....seecsess anee 34 3 14 2 24 3 - - 0.5-2.4% 0.9 3-5 5
0OBL.ensrssseasnsnransasescncvsnes 2-4 3 1-3 2 15 4 - - 0.94.0{ 2.0 9-11 10
Farm supplies...... teesseeresusenavanrasesrsastes 4B 5 2-6 3 57 5 - - 1.3-5.4 2.3 5-8 6
Note: The sempling errors of ‘the monthly sales and inventory estimates (fimal estimates) and the ratios of current month $o previous month sales and
inventories are based ¢n 13 measurements, from May 1961 through May 1962, The sampling errors of the ratios of current month to year-sgo sales and inventorles
are based on 5 meesuremente, from February through June 1962.
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DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSINESS

A1l kinds of business in whieh merchant wholesalers operate
are represented in this survey. The kinds of business shown
in this report parallel broad classifications shown in the
1957 edition of the Standard Industrial Classification (S10)
Menual and used in the 1958 Census of Business. Each estab-
lishment in this survey has been assigned s kind-of-business
classification based upon ite irade designation and an ana-
lysis of its sales by commodity lines-as reported to the
Bureau of the Census. A description of each kind-of-business
classification in this report is given below.

DURABLE GOODS

Motor Vehicles, Automotive Equipment

(SIC 501)

Automobiles, other motor vehicles (SIC 5012).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of new
and used ° passénger automobiles and other motor vehicles.
Dealers primarily engaged in selling road-type commercial
trueks, truck-tractors, truck-trailers , buses, semitrailers,
and related vehicles are included. Automotive establishments
primerily engaged in selling at retail to individual con-
sumers for personal use, and also selling a limited amount
of mew and used passenger automobiles and trucks at whole-
sale, are classified in retail trade.

Automotive equipment, tires and tubes (SIC.5013 plus 5014)—-
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholeBale distri-
"bution of new and used automotive parts and accessories;
f11ling station and garage service equipment (SIC 5013);
also establishments primarily engaged i thevholesale distri-
bution of rubber tires and tubes for passenger and commercial
vehicles (SIC 5014).

Electrical Goods
(SIC 506)

Electricel supplles, spparatus (SIC 5062 plus 5063).—-
Establishments primarily engaged in the whdlesale distribution
of electrical wiring supplies and construction materials;
electrical apparatus amd equipment. Where such establishments
are algo engaged in the wholesale distribution of major elec-
trical appliances such as radio sets, television sets 5 Te-
frigerators, and freezers, they are classified as general-
line electrical supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5062).
If not also engaged in distribution of major electrical
appllances, they are classified as specialty-line electrical
supplies, apparatus distributors (SIC 5063).

Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts,
equipment ZSIC 5064 ilus 2065) . ~~Establishments primarily
engsged in the wholesale distribution of radio and +tele-
vision smets, self-contained air-condltioning wunits, and
household electrical appliances. Gas clothes dryers and gas
household refrigerators are included here (SIC 5064). Also
establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of electronic parte and equipment, such as radio and tele-
vision receiving and transmitting, and industrial electronie.
‘tubes; electronic intercommunication equipment; radio parts
and accessories; and electronic sound equipment (SIC 5065).

Furniture, Home Furnishings

(Part of SIC 509)

Furniture--household, office (part of SIC 5097) .--Estab~
‘1ishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
‘household furniture, including bedsprings, mattresses and
all such component parts; office furniture, professional

fum:;.ture, public furniture (for public parks and buildings,
ete. ).

Home furnishings, floor coverings (part of SIC 5097) . ==
Eatablishments primarily engaged in +ihe wholesale distri-
bution of antiques, china, glassware, end earthenware; curtains
and draperies; table linens, towels; carpets, linoleum, and

all other +types of hard and soft surface floor coverings;
and all other general home furnishings and homewares.

Hardware; Plumbing and Heating Equipment, Supplies

(SIC 507)

Hardware (SIC 5072).--Establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of hardware; establishments pri-
marily selling automotive hardware are classified inSIC 501.

Flumbing and heeting equipment, supplies (SIC 5074).--Es-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of plumbing and heating equipment and supplies to be install-
ed in residential and commereial buildings.

Air conditioning, refrigeration equipment, supplies (S1C
5077).--Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale
distribution of air conditioning, refrigeration, and venti-
lating equipment and supplies, except self-contained air-
conditioning units--SIC Code 506.

Lumber, Construction Materials

(Part of SIC 509)

Lumber, millwork {part of SIC 5098).--Establishments pri-
marily engagedin the wholesale distribution of rough, dressed
and finished lumber; plywood; door and window frames (wooden

or metal), and all other varieties of wooden and metal mill-
work.”

Construction materials (part of SIC 5098).--Eetablishments

primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of such building
materials as brick, building stone, cement, granite, gravel,
lime, marble, plaster, window glass, roofing materials , and
sand; ready-mix concrete distributors are not included in
this group but are classified as manufacturers (SIC 3273).

Machinery, Equipment, Supplies
SIC 508)

Commercial,

(SIC 5082):

Commerciel machines, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--Es-
tablishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution
of office, store, and business machines and equipment (ex-
cept furniture); commercial food-service equipment and sup-
plies; fountein and store fixtures and equipment; and tanks,
pumps, compressors, etc., for marketing petroleum products.

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies

Construction machinery, equipment (part of SIC 5082).--
Establishments primarily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of cranes, excavating machinery and equipment, power
shovels; road construction and maintenance machinery, tractor

mounted equipment, and other construction machinery and
equipment.

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies (part of SIC
5082) .--Establishments primarily engaged 1n the wholesale
distribution of such industrial machinery and parts as
metal-working tools; food products manufacturing machinery
and equipment; dairy products manufacturing machinery; oil

-well machinery eand supplies; industrial fans; industrial

tractors and trailers; and other industrial machinery, parts
and attachments. Also establishments primarily engaged in
the vholesale distribution of abrasives asnd materials; rope
and cordage; mechanical rubber goods; welding supplies;
mechanical power +transmission equipment; industrial valves
and fittings; industrial leather; used drums , barrels, and
other metal containers which have been cleaned or reprocess-
ed; also other special or general industrial supplies such
as industrial storage batteries, bort » industrial diamonds,
and miscellaneous mill supplies.

Professional equipment, supplies (SIC 5086).--Establishe
ments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
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mechanical devices and other equipment wused by dentists,
physicians, surgeons, veterinarians, optometrists, osteo~
paths, and other like professional groups.

Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses.--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in selling surgical and medlcal
instruments; doctors apparatus and equipment; orthopedic
appliances; artifieial 1limbs; operating room and other
hospitel equipment, X-ray maschines and accessories .and
other scilentific instruments used by physicians and in

hospitals.

Service-establishment equipment, supplles (SIC 5087) o=
Eetablichments primerily engaged in the wholesale distri-
bution of equipment and supplies for barber shops, beauty
parlors, power Lleundries, dry cleaning plants, jenitors,

shoe repairers, upholsterers, underiakers, and related
service establishments.

Other machinery, equipment, supplies (SIC 5083 plus 5088)
(not_shown separately) .—-Establisiments primarily engaged in
wholesele distribution of agricultural machinery and equip-
ment for use in the preparation and malntenance of the soil,
the planting and harvesting of crops, and other operations
and processes pertaining to work e the farm orin the garden;
and dairy farm machineryand equipment (SIC 5083) ; also estab~
iigtments primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
transportetion equipment, supplies (except motor vehlcles),
including air, marine, and railroad -trensportation equip-
ment and supplies (SIC 5088).

Metals, Metalwork (except scrap)
(Part of SIC 509)

Tron, steel, and products (part of SIC 5091).--Establish-
ments primarily engaged in wholesale dlstribution of iron
and steel products—-bars, rods, plates, sheet,. wire, nells,
splkes, shapes, pipe, tubing, containers, ete.

Nonferrous metals (part of SIC 5091).--Esteblishments pri-
marily engaged in wholesale distribubion of nonferrous metals
{except precious metals)--copper, brass, alwmimm, etc.--and
miscellaneous nommetallic minerals.

Scrap and Waste Materials

(Part of SIC 509)

0

Tron, steel serap (part of SIC 5093) .~-Establighments pri-
marily engaged in assembling; breaking up, sorting and whole-
sale distribution of all forms of serap iron and steel.
This industry includes auto wreckers engaged in dismentling
automobiles for serap. Those dismantling wused cars for the
sele of parts are not included here.

Waste materials (part of SIC 5093).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged in the wholesale distribution of nonferrous
serap (but not smelting, except for pot-melting of lead) a
wide varlety of serap materials or a pariicular line of
serap materials such as waste paperand waste paper products;
wiping cloth, waste rags, textile waste, linters; secrap
rubber; ete.

Jewelry

(Part of SIC 509)

Jewelry (part of SIC 5099).--Establishments primarily en—
gaged in wholesale distributionaf Jjewelry ineluding precious
stones and metals, costume jewelry, clocks, silverware, ete.

NONDURABLE GOODS

Groceries and Related Products

(SIC 504)

General-line groceries (SIC 5042).—-Establishments engaged
in the wholesale distribution of s general line of groceries—-
canned foods, coffee, flour, suger, tea, spices, ete. Vol-
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untary group wholesalers, retailer-cooperative warehouses,
and cash-and-carry depots are included, as well as nonaffil-
iated general-line grocery wholesalers.

Specialiy-line groceries (SIC 5043 plus 5046 pius 5049) .—
Egtablistments primarily engaged in the wholesale distrib-
ution of dairy products such as butter, cheese, Ice cream
and ices, and fluld milk and cream (SIC 5043).. Also estab-
lishments primarily engaged in the ‘wholesale dlstribution
(but not packeging) of fresh, cured (but not cammed) fish
and seafoods (SIC 5046); and establishments engaged in the
dletribution of groceries and related products not elsewhere
elassified suchas bakery products, breskfast cereals, cammed
goods, green or roasted coffee, flour, frult peel, packaged
frogzen foods, olecmargarine, pickles, preserves, Jams, jellles
gauces, splees, refined sugar, tea, and yeast (SIC 5049).
Establishments primarily engsged in roesiting and shelling
nuts, in the wholesale distribution of soft drinks, snd in
bottlingand distributing natural springsnd minerdl watersare
also elassified in this industry. Establishments primarily
engaged in pasteurizing, bottlingsnd selling milk; preparation
of fresh or frozen packaged fish or other seafood; shucking
of oysters; or bottlingemd selling soft drinksare classified
as menufacturers, not here. Likewise, esteblishments pri-~
marily engeged in roasting coffee, blending tea, and in
grinding and packaging spices are classified as manufacturers. .

Confectionery (SIC 5045)--Fstablishments primarlly engaged
in the wholesale distributionof confectlonery, suchm candy,
chewing gum, salted nuts, popcorn, aend fountain syrups.

Meat, meat products (SIC 5047) .~-Estaeblishments primerily
engeged in the wholesale dlstribution of fresh, cured, and
processed (bub not canned) meata and lard.

Poultry, poultry products (SIC 5044 ) .--Establishments pri-
marily engeged in the wholesale dlstribution of poultry end
poultry products. Establishments primerily engaged in ki11-

ing, dressing, and selling poultry are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Fresh frults, fresh vegetables (SIC 5048) .~Establishments
primarily engaged in the wholesale distribution of fresh
fruits, vegetebles, berrles, etc.

Beer, Wine, Distilled Alcoholic Beverages
(Part of SIC: 509)

Beer (part of SIC 5095) .--Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distribution of beer, ale, porter, and other
fermented malt liquors.

Wines, distilled irits of _SIC 5095) .—Establigh-
ments primariily engaged in wholesale digtributlon of dis-
4illed spirits, including neutral spirits and ethyl alechol
uged in blending, wines, and distilled liquids.

Drugs, Chemicals, Allied Products
(SIC 502)

s, -drug proprieterdes, druggists' sundries (SIC 5022).
Esteblishments primarily engaged in thé wholesale distribu-
tion of drugs, drug proprietaries, droggists' sundries, amd
toiletries. For surgical, medicel, and hogpital supply
houses see SIC Code 5086.

General-line drugs.--Establishments engaged in selling a
full line of drugs, pbarmaceuticals, proprietary medicines,
drugglsts' rubber goods, cosmetics, toiletries, drug sum-
dries, and related merchandise. Cooperatives and voluntary
group wholesalers handling a full 1ine of drugs are glgo
jneluded in this classification. ILigquor depertments of
drug wholesalers, however, are ineluded with "wine, dis-
t11led spirits” (part of SIC 5095).
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Paints, varnighes (SIC 5028)-~Establishments primarily en-
gaged in the wholesale distribution of paints and varnishes
in paste ar powder form or ready for use. Glass and wallpaper
are frequently handled as important secondary lines.

Other chemicals, allied produets (SIC 5029).--Establish~
ments primarily engaged in the wholesgale distribution of in-
dustrial chemicals such as acids, ammonia, industrial and
heavy chemicals, dysstuffs, industrisl salts, insecticides,
naval stores, plastic materials, rosin, turpentine, and re-
lated products. Estaeblishments primerily engaged in distrib-
uting ammunition and fireworks at wholesale are oclassified
in SIC 5099.

Tobacco

{Part of SIC 509)

Tobagcco, tobacco products (SIC 5094 ) .--Establishments pri-
marily engaged In wholesale distribution of manufactured
tobaeco products--cigarettes, cigars, smoking tobacco. Mar-
Keters of leaf tobacco are clagsified in SIC Industry 5051.

Dry Goods, Apparel
(SIC 503)

Apparel and accesgorles, hoslery, lingerie, footwear (SIG
5035 plus 5039).--Establishments primarily engaged in the
wholesale distribution of apparel and accessories, hosiery,
lingerie (SIC 5035); end establishments primarily engaged in
the wholesale distribution of footwear of leather, rubber,
and other materigls (SIC 5039). Clothing jobbers having
garments made on contract by others are classified as manu-
facturers, not here.

Dry goods, notions (part of SIC 5032).--Establishments pri-
marily engaged 1n the wholesale distribution of dry goods,
and notions. Esteblishments primarily engaged in selling
textile home furnishings (curtains, draperies, domestics,
ete.) are included in "Home furnishings, floor coverings, "
SIC 5097.

Plece goods converters (part of SIG 5032).--Esteblishments
primarily engaged in purchasing textiles in ‘the gray or un-
finighed form, having them dyed and/or finished by others,
usually on a contract basls, and selling %o the cutting-up
trade, garment makers, wholesalers, or retallers. Conyerters
operating bleaching, dyeing, and finishing plants are not
congldered as merchant wholesalers.

Paper, Paper Products, Except Wallpaper
(Part of SIC 509}

Paper (part of SIC 5096) .~-Establishments engaged In whole-
sale distribution of fine and coarse paper and products, in-
cluding writing paper, envelope paper, groundwood, printing
and rotogravure paper, wrapping paper, paperboard, cello-
vhane, and converted paper products such as bags, boxes,
dishes, napkins, shipping supplies. .

Stationery, office supplies (part of  SIC 5096) .-—Estab-
lishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution of
cammercial stationery; office supplies including envelopes,
typewriter and mimeograph paper, file cards and folders, pens,
calerndars, ete,; social stationery, including envelopes.

Farm Products--Raw Materials

(SIC 505)

Cotton (part of SIC 505).--Establishments primarily en-
gaged in wholesale distribution of raw cotton and cotton
linters.

Grain (part of SIG 505):-~Establishments primarily engaged
in wholesale distributionof corn, wheat, ocats, sorghum, oyl
beans, barley, and other grains. Grain exporters and grain
elevators buying and selling grain are included here as well
as other grain merchants. ’ -

Other farm products (part of SIC 505)(not shown separately)
Establishments primarily engaged in wholesale distribution
of livestock such as cattle, calves, hogs, sheep, lambs,
goatg; and miscellaneous farm products such as leaf tobacco;
hides, gkins, and pelts; horses and mules; bristles; broom-
corn; feathers; hops; hair; mossj unroasted peanuts, oil
kernels, oll nuts, raw silk; siraw, vegetable fibers, ete.

Other Nondurable Goods
(Part of SIC 509)

Amusement, sporting goods (mrh of SIC 5099).--Establish-
ments primerily engaged in wholesale distribution of all
types of amusement and sporting goods and accessories--bil-
lard and pocl supplies; cameras and photographic equipment;
coin-operated game machines; games, toys; ete.

Books, magazines, newspapers (part of SIC 5099).--Estab-
lishments primerily engaged in the wholesale distribution of
books, 1lithographed matter, magazines, newspapers, and all
other forms of reading material.

Coal (part of SIC 5091).--Establishments primarily engaged
in the wholesale distribution of coal and coke. Ineluded
are establishments which bave products shipped direct from
mine {o customer, and establishments operating yards and
dock space, and making deliveries therefrom at wholesale as
well as other cozl merchants.

Farm supplies (part of SIC 5099)--Establishments primarily
engaged in wholesale dlstribution of animal feeds, Terti-
lizers, agricultural chemicals, seeds, and other farm sup-
plieg.

Other products (part of SIC 5099) (not shown separately) .-~

" Establishments primarlly engaged in wholesale distribution

of:

Petroleum products (except bulk stations, terminals)

including liquefied petroleum gases; petroleum products
such as gasoline, lubricants, fuel oil. This claseification
differs from SIC Industry 5092 in that establishments in-
cluded here do not have storage capacity for bulk 1liquid
products.

Gifts, art goods, greeting cards including souvenirs,
novelties, and similar products.

Flowers, bulbg, plants including cut flowers,
Pplants, and florists!
stock, ete.

potted
supplies; bulbs, plantings, nursery

Other miscellanecus products including advertising nove
elties and specialties; timber products such as ties, logs,
cordwood, wooden barrels, crates, sawdust, and other forest
products except lumber; saddlery end other leather products
(except footwear, apparel, and belting); industrial yern;
musical instruments, musicians' supplies, records ; textiles,
canvass produets, felt, burlap (bags); basic food and
beverage materials as malt, hops, raw sugar, Industrial
molasses; wellpaper; a generel line of merchandise; and
speclalty lines not included elsewhere such as cork, animal
and vegetable oils, crude rubber, etc.
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Beginning with +this issue, the Bureau of the
Census will present monthly sales of merchant
wholesalers adjusted for seasonal variations and
trading day differences, and end-of-month inven-
tories adjusted for seasonal variations. Adjust-
ed data are not aveilable for all kinds of busi-
ness covered by this report but are provided in
Tables 4 and 5 for +the sumary trade totals and

the major kind of business groups.

SALES

September 1962 sales of merchant wholesalers, es-
timated at $12.0 billion, were down 6 percent from
August sales bubt up 2 percent over September sales a
year ago. Cumulative sales for the first 9 months
of 1962 totaled $107.6 billion, an increase of 5 per-
cent over the same period of 1961.

After adjustment .for seasonal variations and trad-
ing day differences, but not for price changes,
September sales amounted to $12.4 billiom, up 2 per-
cent over August sales and 7 percent above September
1961 sales. Adjusted sales in the durable goods
trades rose 4 percent over the August level and were
6 percent above the September 1961 level. Nondurable
goods ‘sales, after adjustment, showed a 2 percent
increase over the previous month and a 7 percent
gain over a year ago.

Based on adjusted date, most trades showed in-
creases over August 1962 sales, withthe larger gains
indicated in lumber, construction materials (9%),
jewelry (9%), and motor vehicles, automotive equip-
ment (8%). Declines were shown in furniture, home
furnishings (-5%), tobacco (-3%), serap, waste ma~
terials (-1%), and hardware, plumbing, heating equip~
ment (-1%). A comparison of adjusted sales for Sep-
tember 1962 with those for September 1961 showed in-
creases in all but two trade groups--scrap, waste
materials (~18%) and metals, metalwork (-3%). Among
the trade groups reporting the larger gains over
year-ago sales were motor vehicles, automotive equip-~
ment (16%), dry goods, apparel (16%), lumber, con-
striction materials (11%) machinery, equipment (9%),
and groceries and related products (9%).

Nine month 1962 sales, after adjustment,were above
nine month 1961 sales in most trades. Machinery,
equipment, supplies registeredtte largest gain (15%)
among the durable goods trades, while dry goods,
apparel led the nondurable goods trades with an in-
creage of 9 percent. Serap, waste materials, with ad-
justed sales off 9 percent, indicated +the sharpest
decline from ninme month 1961 sales.

INVENTORIES
Tnventories of merchant wholesalers, excluding

farm products (raw materials) merchants, were valued
at $13.3 billion at the end of September. After ad-

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--
NINE MONTHS 1362 COMPARED WITH NINE MONTHS 1361

{Perceritags changes. Basad on ADJUSTED dote)
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justment for seasonal variations, September inven-
tories remained virtually unchanged fromthe previous
month but were 2 percent above year-ago levels. Stocks
in the durable goods trades, after adjustment, were
also wunchanged from the previous month but were 2
percent above last September. However, stocks of
nondurable goods rose slightly (1%) during September
and were 3 percent above their year-ago level.

Based on adjusted data, most trades indicated only
small changes from previous month inventory levels.
However, changes from year-ago stocks were more sub-=
stantial. Tobacco products, with stock up 8 percent,
showed the largest increase, while scrap, waste ma-
terials registered the sharpest decline (~18%).

The September 1962 stock-sales ratlo for merchant
wholesalers, based on the seasonally adjusted figures,
was 117 percent, down 2 points from August and 5
points below +the September 1961 stock-sales ratio.
The stock-sales ratio of durable goods wholesalers
was 159 percent (down 6 points from September of a
year ago) compared with the mnondursble goods ratio
of 82 percent (down 5 points from September 1961).

Tan ad rel of September 1962 data wos Issued on October 31, 1962.

For sale by the Bureau of the Census; Single copy--10¢, annual !:ubscription--$].00




Teble 1. ESTIMATED MONTHLY SALES OF MERCHANT WEOLESATERS, UNTTED STATES, BY XKIND OF BUSINESS:
(Millions of doliars,

Data are NOT ADJUSTED for seasonal variations or trading day differences. )

1961 AND 1962 .

Total
1962 1961 9 montha
Kind of business
Jan. { Feb. Mar. Apr. | May | June July JAug.! }Sept.? Sept. Oct. | Nov. Dee. | 1962 1961
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.......... 11,441 110,760 ] 12,085 11,777 |12,608 12,252 111,847 J12,772 | 12,014 | 11,767 12,717 112,652 11,916 547 102,294
TOTAL (excluding farm products 5 TAW

1ateriBle) e ieisreiianenenrecrnnannes 10,438| 9,843 | 11,151 |10,933 {11,650 11,369 110,942 [11,828 | 11,115 ) 10,835 11,466 111,345 110,791 | 99,257] 94,078
DURABLE -GOODS, TOTATs 4+t enuuvnsnennannnns 4,600 4,406 5,021 5,049 | 5,204) 5,200 4,969] 5,312 | 5,017] 4,929 5,272 5,059 4,691 {44,879 41,886
Motor vehicles, sutomotive equipment, total.. 643 614 6841 695 708 722 4 T 706 638 72 674 623 | 6,230 5,799
Automobiles, other motor vehicles. 209 221 251 237 226 236 231 232 227 179 27 216 204 1 2,069 1,665
Afutomotive equipment, tires, tubes.. 434 392 433 459 483 486 483 512 479 459 495 458 £19 | 4,161 4,134
Electrical goods, t0t81eus.uereraressnennnns. 699 674 755 705 Thd T4 738 777 780 760 800 822 820 | 6,6471 6,187
Electrical supplies s 8pparatus......ov0van. 290 285 317 39 346 337 327 348 332 311 342 343 335 | 2,901] 2,681

Electrical appliances, TV , radio gets, ) . N
electropic parts, equipment............... 409 389 438 386 398 436 411 430 44,‘8 449 458 479 486 | 3,746 3,506
Furniture, home furnishings, total........... 234 230 256 252 247 242 227 285 252 250 285 272 248 | 2,223} 2,125
Furniture-household, office..,.ve... .o 63 64 68 68 73 Ve 67 89 76 69 bel 7. 70 647 €14
Home furnishings, floor coverings.......... 17 166 188 183 174 163 160 196 176 180 206 201 178 1 1,576] 1,511

Hardware, plumbing, heating » equipment,

BUPP1ies, t018le.ieeveisrancecenncernsnsenns 459 454 507 542 606 591 569 614 573 567 600 549 467 | 4,915] 4,684
Hardware.. .. voveeneiiincnarannsenene 181 186 208 212 225 211 200 223 200 215 234 212 1831 1,856] 1,786
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies... 233 222 245 266 302 294 295 320 302 290 308 285 236 1 2,479| 2,348

Lumber, construction materials, total........ 458 440 525 562 622 68| 613 651 619 585 622 57 452 1 5,095] 4,915
Lumber, milIWOrKe..eieresesronneesnnns 316 300 355 369 410 405 394 418 394 380 404 372 302  3,3581 3,270
Construction materiali.ue..eue.eecioeson,. 143 140 170 193 212 203 218) 234 225 205 218 199 149 | 1,737| 1,646

Machinery, equipment, supplies, total........ 1,250] 1,182 1,354} 1,412 | 1,469} 1,453 1,364) 1,396 | 1,308] 1,252 1,286 1,249 1,225 112,187 10,644
Commercial, industrial, machinery :

equipment, BUPPLIeS.«.uueisnseeesnanersnen 911 854 9671 1,000 | 1,053] 1,041 974 980 935 as8s| 9oL 897 8304 .8,725| 7,377
Construction machinery, equipment.,...... (x) x) 180 234 2491 260 227 228 230 91| 17 70| 155 | 1,913 1,539
Industrial machinery, equipment,

Lo 669 617 695 674 695 679 647 651 613 594 624 630 6271 5,940| 4,978
Professional equipment, supplies........... 141 131 144 138 141 147 147 162 153 153 147 142 137 } 1,3041 1,209
Service-establishment equipment, supplies.. 106 99 15 1ie 120 122 112 113 Riv:] 1m 121 115 105 | 1,014 945

Metals, metalwork (excebt serap), total... 508 468 572 533 553 518 470 510 465 502 531 519 493 | 4,506 4,300
Iron, ateel, and products. : 359 -331 407 384 388 358 336 369 320 342 364 354 330 | 3,254 2,991
NORLerrous metal8e e eeennsonaosanon, senees 148 137 165 149 165 160 133 14 144 160 167 164 164 1,342 1,318

Scrap, waste materials, total,..... eiiresenss 286 277 289 280 272 24 222 254 227 289 328 296 257 § 2,348] 2,565
Iron, steel Berap......... . 170 165 162 152 146 126 114 129 121 180 208 182 155 1 1,283] 1,561
Waste BAteria18. st anitnrtecnrennrrnanenon 116 12 127 128 126 115 108 126 106 109 120 114 102 | 1,065| 1,004

NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..vuosrrevnsssannns 6,840] 6,355| 17,0641 6,728 7,314] 7,043 | 6,87817,459 | 6,996 | 6,838 7,446 | 7,593 1 7,225 162,668 | 60,407
TOTAL (excluding farm products, raw
Bateriale).ev.eieiiasricneernnnonenns 3,837 5,438] 6,130] 5,884 | 6,356 6,160 | 5,972 6,516 | 6,097 5,907 6,194 | 6,286] 6,100 }54,378 | 52,191

Groceries end related products, total 2,495 2,256 2,542} 2,410 | 2,666 2,547 2,5311 2,671 | 2,461 1 2,356 2,432 | 2,485 2,422 | 22,578 | 21 3344
General-line groceries.. 876 816 8841 834 888 882 883 931 890 838 864 880 839 | 7,884 7,372
Specialty-line groceries 759 662 756 704 782 731 742 94 709 713 716 735 726 | 6,639] 6,503
Confectionery..coeecnn. - 68 66 80 74 76 T4 70 77 76 71 ” 73 3 660 630
Meats, meat ProductBe.see.es.eeos . 422 37 407 399 466 442 419 476 433 389 419 417 399 1 3,835| 3,335
Poultry, poultry Pproducts... . 112 102 109 1 119 106 1. 120 13 97 112 126 116 | 1,001} 1,023
Fresh fruits, vegetables......... . 258 239 306 289 335 312 307 274 241 248 242 255 268 | 2,558 2 ,481

Beer, wine, distilled alecholic ‘beversges, .

total... decacaensian P 529 535 631 606 701 678 657 703 639 635 661 748 811 | 5,6801 5 3 4LT
Beer..... cmsesnanes 203 201 235 250 299 305 310 323 252 267 247 241 2411 2,376 2 ,317
Wine, distilled SPITItBecicseenssnnensannon 327 334 396 356 402 373 3471 380 387 368 414 507 570 | 3,303] 3,100

Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total..... w2l 48 47| 469 87| 478 450] 496 482 473} 491 487( 4381 4,225 4,066
Drugs, drug proprietaries 5 druggists?

SUNArieS.seecacnssorrenenaias . . 291 248 2741 269 276 269 266 293 291 283 292 300 272 1 2,416 2,437
teesunas . 24 23 28 31 33 32 32 35 31 30 3 28 22 269 259
Other chemicals, allied products,...... ores 158 147 171 169 179 177 152 169 160 160 167 159 343 | 1,480) 1,371

Tobacco, t0bACCO PrOAUCEB...ereeenresons.s. . 346 330 364 359 393 393 382 405 37 365 368 368 380 | 3,342 3,163

Dry goods, apparel, total.e.e..uee.... teieeas 550 545 625 587 592 592 582 701 649 583 655 649 533 | 5,424} 4,996
Apparel and accessories, hosiery,

lingerie, footwear,...., 27 227 262 243 242 228 270 34 315 262 287 293 241 | 2,344 | 2,004
Dry goods, motions.. veraretanencnns 197 187 220 201 204 217 1981 225 205 159 221 215 172 1 1,854 1,792
Paper, i:aper products, excluding wallpaper, y
Blu e eetiteti i ttera ettt arteeaennsanans 374 340 372 37 379 368 3421 392 372 365 385 388 368 1 3,307] 3,153
L R, 305 278 311 309 315 310 2011 324 303 300 318 319 295 | 2,747] 2,630

Amusement, sporting goods.. 104 103 125 122 139 133 135 153 163 154 167 168 158 1,376 1,100

Books, magazines, newspapera, el T4 81 73 72 73 78 88 80 81 84 82 82 700 685

Coal. n 65 67 63 65 61 54 64 63 65 7L 68 68 574 569

162) 168 217 27 194 162 127 ‘147 156 143 142 132 136 § 31,5501 3

1 Pinal estimate. AN
Preliminary estimate.

See page 15, Estimating Procedures.

Note: Merchant wholesalers total and group totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.
X Withheld due to extreme variability of reported data or a hipgh nonresponse rate.

Detail may nét add to totals due to rounding.
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Table 2. ESTIMATED MONTHLY INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNTTED STATES, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS:

1961 AND 1962
(Millions of dollars. Data are NOT ADJUSTED for seasonal varistions, )
1962 1961
Kind of business N
Jan. Feb. Mar. | Apr. May June July Aug.l lSept.? Sept. g Oct. Nov. Dec.
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm :
products, raw materials)........oieicuieenn... 112,870 132,004 13,129 13,158 13,253 133,365 13,340 113,341 | 13,322 13,028 |13,0m 133,008 | 12,71
DURABLE GOODS, TOTALn . +e vverennsnennnnanennnn.n. 7,775 1 7,853 |8,05 | 8,080 | 8,157 | 8,195 | 8,277 | 8,115 | 8,058 7,892 | 7,823 | 7,818 | 7,731
Motor vehicles, automptive equipment, total.......... ]| 1,260} 1 5169 13,193 11,379 | 1,199 | 3,237 |1 224 11,210 1,190} 1,174 § 1,154 | 1,140 1,132
Automotive equipment, tires, HUbeB...e.....ic...... o911 921 926 916 935 961 956 928 938 932 909 893 891
Eleetrical 80048, t0taLleiusenssancreranrans ereveee | 2,157 1 1,187 11,204 | 1,218 1,244 { 1,254 | 1,228 | 1,225 1,237 11,194 | 1,200 | 1,186 1,135
Electrical supplies, SDPATALUS.e.ese.seearernss oo 458 458 471 467 471 467 470 453 459 478 475 482 446
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic A .
PArtS, €QUIPMEND-vererrnrueennsenienneannennnnsnen 700 730 733 752 T4 787 758 773 778 ‘nas 726 704 689
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total.. | 1,023 i,046 1,067 1 1,065 | 1,082 | 1,004 | 1,092 1,069 1,056 % 1,078 | 1,057 | 1,037 1,000
Hardware........;.................................. 434 445 450 444 449 450 § A6 435 426 440 430 420 413
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies... e00uess 503 515 527 528 541 548 | " 552 544 537 543 533 524 501
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total..v.neeensuse... | 2,185 2,158 12,255 | 2,257 | 2,300 2,290 | 2,310 | 2,287 2,258 2,160 | 2,1 | 2,200 2,201
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies.. . 905 903 964 958 976 971 283 978 956 897 897 926 912
Metals, metalwork (except serap), total...eeeneennn.. 927 956 963 990 978 946 935 923 906 873 1 851 876 910
Iron, steel, and ProdUEES...:vneecsrensnsnroennnny. 769 794 - 804 820 813 785 779 758 748 727 706 722 755
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, raw mAterials)...ueevennes nencaseennn 5,095 | 5,050 | 5,078 | 5,078 5,096 | 5,170 i 5,164 | 5,226 5,263 5,136 | 5,248 | 5,280 5,050
Groceries and related products, total..-....svrreere [ 1,405 | 1,409 | 1,410 1,371 1 1,390 | 1,368 | 1,328 | 1,339 | 1,353} 1,34 | 1,302 | 1,47 | 1,407
General-1ine ErocerieSiucscensesueeasn.s sareeencasn 691 700 w7 €92 691 680 678 683 690 662 709 77 694
Beer, wine, distilled alccholie beverages, total..... 674 653 668 €96 €99 716 706 697 T4 733 780 783 650
Wine, distilled spirdt8e.c..eesueneansn.n. sesenneenn 551 530 529 551 547 555 551 554 .57 583 631 641 528
Drugs, chemicals, allied products, total..,eeeeuna,.. 603 605 608 621 614 622 610 628 638 607 623 |- 610 595
Drugs, drug proprietaries, druggiste' sundries..... 412 408 410 416 42 410 414 426 436 418 | 428 420 404
Paper, paper products, excluding wallpaper, total..., 366 367 376 398 391 389 388 406 402 374 370 380 383
Paper. R T R, 299 303 3131 324 319 328 “323 328 325 296 297 305 312
See footnotes below teble 3,
Table 3. SIOCK-SALES RATIOS OF MERGHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES » FOR. SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS: 1961 AND 1962
{Percent. Deta are NOT ADJUSTED for seasonal miati(;ns or trading day differences.)
1962 1961
Kind of ‘business
Jam. Feb. | Mar. | Apr. | May | Jwme |July [aue.} | Sept.?|Sept. § oct. | wov. Dec.
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL (excluding farm
products, raw materials)..iseeeceeeesrsoenssns 123 131 118 120 114 118 122 113 120 120 114 115 118
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAT e e e iaeniisiueerarenertnnnnes 169 178 160 160 154 157 165 153 161 160 148 155 165
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment, +total.. 181 190 174 169 169 171 171 163 169 184 162 169 182
Autowotive equipment, tires, tubes,........ 210 235 213 200 194 198 198 181 196 203 184 195 213
Electrical goods, total.eceev.... 166 176 159 173 167 162 166 158 158 157 150 144 138
Electrical supplies, apparatus.. veesseunercanans 158 161 143 146 136 138 144 130 138 154 i35 141 133
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets » €lectronic
parts, equipment.................................. 171 187 167 195 194 180 184 180 173 159 159 147 142
Hardware, plumbing, heating equip., supplies, total,. 223 231 210 197 179 185 192 174 184 190 176 189 224
Hardwax'e........................................... 240 239 216 210 200 213 223 195 204 205 184 198 226
Plumbing and heating equipment, supplies...ceivuan. 216 232 215 199 in 186 187 170 178 187 173 184 22
Machinery, equipment, supplies, total.......... . 175 1d2 167 160 157 158 179 164 173 173 169 176 180
Industriel machinery, equipment, supplies.......... 135 146 139 142 14 143 152 150 156 | 151 144 147 145
Metals, metalwork (except serap), totales............ 183 204 18 186 177 182 199 181 195 174 160 169 185
Iron, steel, and ProdUCES. s aravicnnnecrreninrnen. 214 240 138 213 2. 219 231 205 233 213 194 204 229
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (excluding farm X
Products, raw materials),...uees:snencennenonnnn 87 93 83 86 80 84 86 80 86 87 85 84 83
Groceries and related products, tot8L.s...veen.vsn... 56 62 55 57 52 54 52 50 55 57 57 57 58
General-line BTOCErieS. s iarneiiiiininaeteronennans 5 86 81 &3 78 77 77 73 77 Vil 82 81 83
Beer, wine, distilled alecholie beverages, total..... 127 122 106 115 100 106 108 99 113 115 118 105 80
Wine, distilled spirits.e.velueeen..n. Prrtaseniran. 168 5% 134 155 136 149 159 1 149 159 152 126 93
Drugs, chemicals, aliied products, totel...c..icen... 128 145 128 132 126 130 136 127 132‘ 128 127 125 136
Drugs, drug proprietaries » druggists’ sundries..... 142 pESS 150 155 149 152 15¢ 146 150 148 147 140 148
Paper, paper products, ereluding wsllpaper, totel..., 28 108 0 o7 103 106 113 104 108 102 96 98 104
Paper ..........‘.....................-.---.--.-. 28 109 100 105 101 ice 1313 101 197 99 93 96 1086

! Finel estimate, »

2 Prolimi ary estimate. J See pege 15, Estimeting Procedures.

Note: Merchant wholesalers $otsl and group totdls inelude data

for some kinds of business not

sh

oum separately. Detail may not add to totals due 1o rounding. .
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Table 4. ESTIMATED MONTHLY SALES, INVENTORIES, AND STOCK-SALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, UNITED STATES

FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS:

1961 AND 1962

(Seles and inventories in millions of dollars. Stock-sales ratios in percent.)

Total
1962 1961 9 months
Kind of business
Jan. l Feb. l Mar. ! Apr. May [Jme l July | Ang.l‘ Sept? | Sept. | Oet. ‘ Nov. l Dec. | 1962 1961
Sales ADJUSTED for seasonal variations and trading day differences
VERGHANT VEOLESATERS, TOTAL.......|12,069 {12,060 |11,0918 hi2,134 {12,207 [12,138}2,167 J12,133 J12,408 | 11,643 12,070 [12,076 [12,210 [103,074 103,648
TOTAL (excluding farm products, g -
rav materials).ceiieiiiarnininnes ..111,068 [11,034 110,979 11,187 111,119 {311,066 11,185 [11,154 11,421 | 10,664 111,000 111,030 {31,193 100,213 | 94,900
DURABRLE GOODS, TOTAL....... trrevesene A 5,013 | 5,069 | 4,980 | 5,127 | 5,012 4,971] 5,006 -] 4,916 | 5,094 4,7911 4,949 | 4,963 | 5,048 | 45,188} 42,145
Motor vehicles, automotive equipment.... 676 696 662 688 664 677 714 704 760 - 656 682 681 692 6,241% 5,778
Electrical goods..cseeeeven . 7% 762 771 782 769 773 738 731 775 721 740 752 T2 6,848{ 6,388
Furniture, bome furnighings.. 261 262 247 262 240 264 227 263 251 239 251 251 259 2,257 2,176
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment...| 538 549 534 555 573 533| 569 555 548 5201 530 538 59 | 4,954 4,707
Iumber, construction materials...... .. 557 565 561 565 548 546 564 554 602 544 572 576 578 5,062} 4,870
Machinery, equipment, supplies... 41,30 | 1,337 1 1,714 {1,304 | 1,355 | 1,388} 1,378 {1,319 {1,335 | 1,224112,266 | 1,281 | 1,303 | 12,160 10,612
Metals, metalwork (except scrap . 531 529 543 540 523 492 491 464 491 508 513 514 525 4,604 4,306
Scrap, waste materialsS.......... veseaean 284 284 264 263 262 247 247 251 248 301 310 288 289 2,350 2,575
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL..... weeseneesa) 7,056 | 6,971 | 6,938 § 7,007 | 7,095 7,147} 7,161 | 7,197 17,314 6,852 7,121 | 7,113 | 7,162 63,887] 61,503
TOTAL (excluding farm products, .
rav materials)...:ee..- V6085 | 5,065 | 5,09 16,060 | 6,107 | 6,095] 6,279 | 6,238 6,327 | 5,873)6,051 | 6,067 | 6,145 } 55,0235] 52,755
Groceries and related productS..........| 2,487 | 2,458 | 2,507 | 2,469 | 2, 528 2,4641 2,522 | 2,598 | 2,617 2,397 | 2,435 | 2,466 | 2,496 | 22,650] 21,414
Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic
DEVETAEeS seervssssransssnsesasssonanass 667 663 639 642 669 660 672 674 679 648 659 657 665 5,965{ 5,676
Drugs, chemicals, allied products. . 458 455 463 477 461 471 485 476 494 463 467 473 473 4,240t 4,074
Tobaceo, tobacco Products..... .. ...] 368 376 370 382 376 376| 374 | 387 378 357| 355 366 368 | 3,387] 3,204
Dry goods; 8pparel.c..ssvessss cevsesavea 585 584 589 621 606 626 632 615 624 536 593 607 621 5,482 5,048
Paper, paper products, ex. wallpaper.... 379 371 366 382 375 368 367 366 376 354 366 378 377 3,350 3,167
Inventories ADJUSTED for seasonal variations
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL
(excluding farm products, raw
material:% ............. veearesess 13,086 113,135 13,126 [13,083 13,105 }13,206 13,176 13,252 [13,308 | 12,995(12,981 {12,986 (13,131 A
o
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL.+.sveeesensnssnss| 7,957 | 7,960 | 7,940 | 7,895 | 8,026 | 8,091] 8,019 8,066 |8,09 | 7,912]7,893 } 7,887 7,958 / /4
Motor vehicles, sutamotive eguipment....l 1,179 | 1,163 1,164 {1,147 | 1,281 1,210 1,219 | 1,225 {1,218 1,197] 1,168 | 1,155 § 1,168 /
Electrical go0dSecessonsenss erenmanoad 1388 | 1,000 | 1,198 | 1,189 | 1,230 | 1,2191 1,238 11,231 |1,221 | 1,18141,167 | 1,177 | 1,189
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment...| 1,062 | 1,050 | 1,035 {1,037 | 1,046 | 1,051| 1,051 1,077 11,051 } 1,0% 1,084 | 1,081 | 1,07
Machinery, equipment, SUDPLies..... werod 20246 | 2o222 | 2,255 | 2,241 | 2,295 | 2,292] 2,241 {2,245 |2,278 | 2,16212,17% | 2,167 | 2,189
Metals, metalwork (except scrap).......s 937 964 943 940 938 947 910 890 928 896 908 921 916 /
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL ({excluding /
farm products, raw meterials)eeeees. J 5,129 15,375 1 5,186 | 5,188 | 5,079 5,115 5,157 } 5,186 |5,213 5,083 15,088 | 5,099 | 5,173 /
Groceries and related productS..ccecesees 1,383 | 1,405 | 1,409 | 1,400 | 1,368 1,3671 1,372 11,361 |1,374 1,361 1,363 | 1,378 | 1,415 //
Beer, wine, distilled alcoholic
BEVETaLeS. s cssvasssncnsns sessererseead 716 720 728 734 683 711 708 684 692 700 697 690 689
Drugs, chemicals, allied products... 611 605 613 623 614 623 605 615 635 602 604 612 615 /
Paper, paper products, ex. wallpaper,.. 372 378 379 386 383 392 388 396 402 | 37 376 373 382 /
Stock-sales ratios based on ADJUSTED data
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL /
(excluding farm products, raw /
materials).ccoe.s coenen chrenns . 118 119 120 117 118 319 118 119 117 122 | 118 118 117 / /L
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL...c.... ceesens e 159 157 159 154 160 163 160 164 159 165 159 159 158 // /%_
Motor vehieles, automotive equipment.... 174 167 176 167 178 179 171 174 160 182 17 170 169
Electrical gOOABeseersesassossnonconcaes 159 158 155 152 160 158 168 168 158 164 158 157 154
Hardware, plumbing, heating equipment..., 197 191 194°| 187 183 1971 185 | 194 192 207 205 201 1%
Machinery, equipment, supplies . 168 166 172 161 169 165 163 170 in 177 172 162 168
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) . 176 182 174 17 179 192 185 192 189 176 17 179 174
NONDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL (exeluding / /
farm products, raw materials)....... . 85 87 86 86 83 8 83 83 82 87 84 84 73
Groceries and related products.....v.... 56 57 56 57 54 55 54 52 53 57 56 56 57
Beer, wine, distilled aleoholic
DEVETaEeB - cseransencnnoen . 107 109 114 114 102 108 105 10 102 108 106 105 104
Drugs, chemicals, allied products....... 133 133 132 131 133 132 125 129 129 130 129 129 130
Paper, paper products, ex. wallpaper.... 98 102 104 101 102 107 106 108 107 106 103 99 101 /

1 Pinal estimate.
2 Preliminary estimate.
Note: Merchant wholesslers total and g

} 8ee page 15, Estimating Procedure.

oup totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. Detail may not add to totals due to
rounding. Seasonally adjusted back date for 1960 and 1961 available on request.
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